Pell City's Humnﬁm Lines
Attributed To Jean Brandi

BY ROGER HAMMER
" PELL CITY, Ala. (UPI) —

Jean. Brandli first came here"

Dec. 10, 1963, when fire lev-
eled the small telephone ex-
change she owned. Two weeks
later she had it back in
operation and preserited the
community a new building on
Christmas Eve,

This" Summer she won ap-
proval of the Public Servies
Commission to borrow $2.6
‘million from the Rural Elec-
trification Agency to .build a
new exchange and virtually
-rebuild her whole system,

“We want to go first class.
A'lot of the people in the new
exchange area are farmers
and today's farmers are busi.

nessmen. They need the best‘

service,” she said. :
FIRST CLASS for the 270{]—

customer exchange she will

expand to more “than 5000
includes ‘direct dialing nation-

wide, underground cables ang.’

'automatlc number identifica:
tien Withﬂu!: need for opera-
tors ’ .

Mls Brandli was in Ruse:a
on the People'l\oPeople Ex-
change studying their me-
theds when she learned she
" had been named Telephone
Woman of the Ydar by the
independent . companies  of
Alabama, Mississippi and
Louisiana. -

1

She was busy at the mo-'

ment answering quest:ons
from Russians. They wanted

to know if she was a capital-

ist,.a little awed at a8 woman
holdmg the pres1deney of two
phone companies (at Lexing-
ton, Va., and Pell City).

She toId them, “Certamlyl”
Then proceeded to outline the

. 'medical, retitement and other

benefits: héT ‘small company

provided. “They were surpris-'

ed, They thought -the state
would provide tliose things.”

Mrs, Brandii has listings in
Who’s Who'in the South, and
is president of the Chamber of
Commerce and Business and

* Professional Women's Clup.

RESPECT FOR her abxhty_

came shortly after her ar-
rival. .
“I was in Lexmgton when I

:got a call that our building
. had burned and all our equip-

ment with it. I caught the first
Mane and have been here
ever since,” she said.

Standing there in the Winter
cold, with a million dollar
mvestment in ashes at her
feet, you wouldn’t have
blamed her if she caught the
first plane hack,

She went to work, putting
an. old switchboard in the
corner of the office to use and

-buying a whole telephone

* company building from Enter-
prise, 250 miles away.

CYIT WAS A challen e, Noth-
ing's fun unless there’s a
challenge. When I stood there
and realized 2000 people
couldn’t call a doctor, police
or ﬂremen I knew I had to do
somethmg," she said.

Mrs. Brandli said Southern
Imen are more willing to
accept’ women in business

than Northern businessmen.
“They don’t have the preju- .

dices for one thing. I guess
they had to accept gso much
after the war, nothing sur-
prises them.”

-She advises Southern wom-
en who want to do well in
the business world, “Don't
present bankers, public offi-
cials or other men with any-
thing foolish or mot well

thought out.”




