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on a St. Clair County farm not
far frem his present residence.

;& BY THOMAS ¥. HILL
% He was educated in county

£ News staff writer
% ASHVILLE, Oct. 24 — Friend-
Jship is the name of the com-
qumty in which the J. M. Coker
#famxly lives, and they firmly
1iye up to its name.

They. also: stay as busy as’
small animals for whom
Beaver Valley was named.

&' Mr. and Mrs. Coker have
¢lived - in the Friendship Com-
fanunity of Beaver Valley for
f? he past 15 years. And they
a have established a Teputation
il or hard work, progressive

king and Christian living.
This family — nominated to
epresent St. Clair County in
 Bhe search for *Families, the
Blabama- Kind” in a prmect
gponsored by The . Birmingham
ws and the Auburn Exten-
Service — consists of John
Coker Sr., his wife, Mary
and two sons, John Coker
, 15, and - Martin 11. Living
them is Mr. Coker’s moth-
Mrs. Carrie - Coker who is

with the 31st Infantry Division
during World War II, attaining
the rank of staff sergeant
Much of this time was in the
South Pacific.

farm .-near Russellville.
graduation from high school and

in a Franklin County school 11
years.
The Cokers operate a widely-|&

is a “family operation” in_ ev-
ery way.. They have beef cattle
forage crops, poultry and tim-
ber on their 273 acres. Corn
and cotton are grown on a_sec-
ondary 80 acre farm some six
miles away which. is managed
on a-tenant share crop -basis.

The beef cattle operation is
a “cow and calf”’ project. with
.approximately 40 brood:cows,
mainly\ polled. Hereford - and
Shorthorn crosses which have

k- Co er ewas_, born: and- reared‘

“COOPERATION IS SUCCESS KEY OF COKFR FARM
. N_Iiand Mrs. Coker grade eggs for sale in area

schools and served five yearsis

MRS. COKER was bom and ]

Florence State Teachers Col-|#
lege she taught the first grade|;

diversified farm program, which |

‘tions..

RS

]

by famlly photo

This is another in a series
of picture stories’ about out
standing Alabama familie
who have been selected by }
% their neighbors representa
tive of their comimunity and i
county. .

They -are participating i
a search for Alabama’s most
B exemplary family. This pro- ;
: gram is being sponsored by ;
g« The - Birmingham News an
§ the Auburn University Ex-
® tension Service.

At the conclusion of the
project, “four - district winners
will be selectéd, from which
Alabama’s Inost exemplary
: family will be pickéd.

g

been upgraded throughout the
.past few years with purebred
registered sires.

Sorme 120 acres of improved
pasture and fprage - crops for
hay were established and are

maintained according to soi

tests and recommendations from

Auburn Extensionn Service.
‘crops.

spring calves for-the most part,

making them Tready for the
fall feeder cdlf market -when

they are in good. demand

THE COKERS ALSO main-
tain a laying flock of about 700
The eggs are marketed

hens. .
to regular customers in Ash
ville and surrounding area..

One-hundred” acres of then‘
land is in pines; some of which
have been planted in a refor-
estation - program according to

Extension- Service_recommenda
Selective :
cutting are practiced.

planted
yearly are cfimson clover and
Tye grass.i. th _"’;‘falf ‘and brown/|
“top 'millet :in the spring. The
brood cow herd is managed for

St Ciair’s Cokers make

Sfarm family opera

alion

of this organization it attained
a paid membershlp of 1,183, an
all-time high. He is past mem-
ber of the Rural Area Develop-
ment Committee and has par-
ticipated in many fund raising
campaigns for higher education.
Mrs. Coker, an outstanding
homemaker, is third-vice presi-
dent of the Pine Forest Home

-i| Demonstration Club. With the.

help of Coker's mother; she car-
ries out an extensive canning
and home: freezing program.
BOTH SONS HAPPILY accept
many responsibilities ' delegated,
them. They have been taught
to carry out these daily chores
with accuracy and dispatch.
John Jr: is in the 10th grade.
He is a mémber of the Future
Farmers. of America. and the
4-H Club and carries projects in
hogs and forestry.

Mactin is In the fifth grade. |

He plans to enter the 4-H Club
next year. He is taking plano
lessons.
Both boys are good students
and make good grades at Oden-
ville School. )
“Grandma’’ Coker is an im-
portant member of the family.
She helps. with the housework,
crochets and works dally with
her flowers,

ALL MEMBERS OF the fam-
ily are members of Evergreen
Methodist Church, located aboul
three miles from their home.
Coker is a member of the
Board of Stewards. Mrs. Coker
is church secretary and treas;
urer and teaches the  Junior
Sunday School class. ‘Martin
sometimes fills in as pxamst
twhen the 'regular pxamst is ab-
sent.

All members of the family
attend Suncay School.and church
iregularly. ~

il

thinning and

The Cokers .are active in com-

munity and church life.
Coker is 'president of the

Friendship  Community Club,

a member of St. Clair County

Library Board, 'a trustee ‘of

_St. Clair County High School,
a member of the home Im-
provement program, a mem-
ber of the Parent- Teacher As-
soclation, -and ‘a flve year fer-
tilization ' demonstration pro-
gram -participant.

He .is past president of the

St. Clair County Farm Bureau.

During his second year as head




o ‘APPLES’ GROW BIG ON COKER FARM :
Mr COnlar and hic sons insist these pumpkins are just Alabama-sized ap



