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Ar and firs. A.H.
Cornett Celebrate

I was Dborn in Harris
County, Ga., November 9th
1862. My father and mother
were reared in Harris county
My grandparents moving
there from ~ Virginia when
they were young. My mother
was a second cousin to the
noted Tom Watson of Geor-
gi.

I well remember the first

Father, brother and myself
were hoeing corn, it was
some distance from home fo
the corn field so we carried
our ‘lunch. At noon we went
fto_a Spring’close by to eat
our lunch while we were
there a fine old lady and
young man came along and
they stopped to have lunch.
She gave me a piece of cake.
I tasted-it and it was so good
I wrapped it up and carried
it to my mother.

My parents moved to St.
_(Clair county when I was 13

years old. They settled -at
‘|what is now Riverside, " it
{was then a large plantation
belonging to
“|Several old slave
. were living there at the time |,

.

50th Anniversary|

piece of cake I ever tasted.|

horse to keep the wild geese
from eating vn his wheat.
Wa moved from Riverside
tn Fighing Creek now known
as resarvoir branch. We ran
a water powered Gin there
for some time and wonld. gin:
-about 200 bales of cotton a
season. which was about: all
the cotton that was raised!
om this side of the mountain..
The law claimed that ’ghe
back’ waters was. causing
chills and fever so we had. to
do awav with the dam. My
{father bought the land that
the cotton mill is now on and
~|'bullt @ Tog house where the
old Mill Hospital now stands.
‘We had a fine. apple orchard
where the mill is now.
In 1882 the Southern rail-
road was built through here.

there I found and married
‘lone of the best girls on earth
Lizzie Strickland.. We. were

- this past August and we-have

from. Eden. There are: 12
children in the famxly “and
1all"are living.

shop was runmng here then

Jima Coleman. |
Negroes |

.|"T was reared during 'Recon. |
_:_._;s ‘_\It,t]On days’ we had- trou-l

ilthér Yankees.
" lawful hard then; I_was rear-
-|éd on butter milk and corn
- {bread. The only time 1 knew
when Sunday came we would
have biscuit for breakfast. |
"When we moved to this

; fcountrv the game was plen- ™

tiful. The first winter . we
spent in this county I killed
enough wild 'ducks for mo-
| ther tg-make a large feather |
bed  and two large feather:
villows -from the feathers.
"|Deer and turkey were also
vlentiful. I killed two laree
bucks in one dav. Mr.
{man, hired mv Uncle and fur
nished him with a eun and.

‘Times were>,

Cole-

and things were lively, but

rAnniston and everything was
dead then. The town grew up
in-broom sage. Jack Hazle-
woqd and myself had a gro-
cery store, hotel and livery
stable, all of this was burned
in about a period of six
‘months. This left me broke.
I had to buy furniture and
horses on time. I 'opened up
a hotel in the old brick build
ing. I had a drove of goats
that had been using the old
building several years so you
can see what a time we had
{in- getting it ready ‘for a
hotel. The town was dead,
there were only a few famil-
'ies living here at that time
Col. Spears, Ned Forsyth,
Mrs Cameron and wife and I
I cultivated all the land I
wanted and rented out the
houses when I could. I did
not ‘have to pay any rent for
nobody claimed it. n 1901
Mr. Cogswell came through
here on his way to Talladega

1 sold to the Avondale Mills.

Talladega and while nere ne,
decided - he could make a
town, 5o he went to work
and bought up the land. it- be-
longing to northern capital-
ists. He went to Work to
‘bring a cotton mill here and
was successful in locatmg\
the: Pell City Manuf'w’c"rmv
‘Company which was Iater

Pell . Clt,v has been grow-
ing ever since. Mr. Cogswell
is due all the honor for whau
Pell City is today.

My father sold the farm and
moved to Eden and built a.
hotel. In 1884.1 went to Tex-1 .
‘{as andworked a farm. While

married 50 years the i8th of'

“Meveér had a fight, Her ‘fath-
.{er moved to Texas in 1881

In 1892, wife and I came: ers fajr and honest

back to Pell City. The pipe|

in 1893 the shop moved to|]

In 1901 we organized a
Baptlst church here with 17
members and as far as I
know my wife and T are all
1of the Chartér members liv-
ing today. In that same year
brother George and myself
Luilt the Cornett hotel which
burned last year.

. In 1904 the Pell City Hard
ware Company was organiz-
ed consisting of R. M. Alver-
I'son, J. W. Moore, C. B. Alver
son, and myself. SQince then
R. M. lverson and J W Moore
have passed away leaving
Claude and myself -to carry
on. It has been the policy of
the Pell City Hardware Com
pany to treat their custom-

he had to change trains for
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