Pell City Bottling

This is a response I got from Dennis Smith. Dennis Smith lives in Buffalo, New York. I
sent him a copy of the Pell City Bottling article in the St. Clair history book, that I was
shown by the Pell City library. So I am typing Dennis response to help preserve the history
of their town, because I believe that if we don’t share our history our history will be lost.
This is his response word for word.

“I would love to get a good copy of that photo. The earliest information I have on Pell
City Bottling Works was a mention in the 1906 National Bottler's Gazette. In 1909, the
Pell City Coca-Cola Bottling Company was opened by John T. Mewborn and Smith Hall.
That year they used 712 gallons of Coca-Cola syrup, enough for 91,136 bottles. They
consolidated with the Pell City Bottling Works in September, 1909. They opened a branch
Coca-Cola plant at Ragland in 1910. St. Clair County was in the territory of the Alabama
Coca-Cola Bottling Company based in Anniston and Pell City was listed on the letterhead
of the Anniston firm in 1915. Honeycutt apparently succeeded Mewborn at some point.
The earliest mention of Honeycutt associated with the plan is 1922. The plant had
apparently closed by 1930. I have no information on Union Bottling Company in Pell City.
That may have briefly been the name of the merged plants in 1909.”

Jake Smith
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Pell City Bottling Company

The Pell City Bottling Company was owned and operated by
James A. Honeycutt. It was first opened in 1904, in the back of the
present-day Jehovah’s Witnesses’ building. In 1908, he moved it to
where John Martin’s store is located. Rye Cola was bottled until
1910. Then they started bottling Coca-Cola.

Union Bottling Co.

There was one machine to do all the work. The bottling part of the
-machine was operated by foot. The first step in washing the bottles is
putting them on racks. The racks went around to a vat, filled with
water. Lye was then added to kill all the germs. The rack would go
around to troughs of clear water. Each bottle vas then put on revolv-
ing belts by hand. There the bottles went to brushes which finished
the job. The clean bottles went to the tubs on conveyer belts. Then
they were capped. One hundred cases were bottled per day.

In 1924, the company moved to a brick building across from
Turner Gray’s motel. ’

The employees included Frank Honeycutt, Dwight Honeycutt,
Mr. James Honeycutt, and Embry Garrett.

Mr. Honeycutt quit the job and sold out to the Anniston’s Bot-
tling Company in 1927. This was due to the election of Mr. Honey-
cutt to sheriff of St. Clair County. Submitted by: Margaret Mongold
and Written by: Mike and Jimmy Reece

Pell City Bridge Builders

Pell City, Alabama

The Pell City Bridge Builders Program has grown each year
since its beginning in 1993. The idea for the program was con-
ceived by Margaret Mongold and Emma Milam during the sum-
mer of 1992 when they saw idle children sitting in the streets
quarreling. They first went to the city council about the lack of
opportunities during summer months for children. Mayor
Lawrence Field, Councilmen Mack Abercrombie, James McGowan,
Johnnie DeGaris, Al Walls and George Williams were enthusiastic
about a program for children. Their idea included the help and
cooperation of the community’s know how. The Rev. Don Cross
hosted the invited church leaders at the First United Methodist
Church in May 1993. They volunteered to provide a story lesson, a
craft, refreshments and an activity for the Housing Authority, Mir-
acle Hill Church of Harrisburg and Shadydale Trailer Park. The
first summer approximately thirty (30) children enrolled with an
average attendance of twenty (20). There were two workers. Pride
in the programs success only fostered the realization of a much
larger need within the community. A place to meet was first on the
list. The previous space was just too small and because of the
design of the building, the children often disrupted the work of the
Housing Authority. The other two spaces were inadequate.

So Mrs. Mongold and Mrs. Milam set out again. The City Coun-
cil said Bridge Builders could use the Recreation Hall on 19th
Street. Rocky Zion Baptist Church said their educational hiilding
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The 5 cent coke, symbol of the
good old preinflation days, bows
off the stage today in east Alaba-
ma, like that good old nickel cigar
and the other traditional Ameru-
cana.

Alabama Coca Cola Bottling Com-
pany, with branches in St. Clair
and other nearby places announced
this morning an increase in the
wholesale price of bottled Coca
Cola from 80 to 96 cents for a 24
bottle case effective now.

This probably will have the re-
sult of increasing the retail price
of Coca Cola by 1 cent a bottle,
making the retail price 6 cents
where it has been 5 cents.

Joe Rutledge, manager of Ala.
Coca Cola Bottling Co., pointed out
that exceptfor a short period dur-
ing the acute sugar shortage of
World War I, this is the first
change in the price in the history
of the local Coca Cola Company.

He said that in spite of rising
costs of materials and production
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door or place of business every day,|

you obtain just the kind best adapted |

to your particular case.

The reputation of these waters are
.{too well and favorably known io re-|
| quide but little comment, except to let
| the public know they can geta water ||
suitable to their needs and that they|
1 will not have to take a laxative when
.| they need a diuretic, but they can get a | §
water that will be suited t otheir sev-||

eral wants and not have to take ai
remedy for all diseases. The cures|

these waters are marvelous and since:
the white man has inhabited this

country there hasn't been a single case |

of typhoid fever in the families that
have used these waters regularly. The
Cooke Water Company has opened a
depot at 115 North 21st street, where!
thee various kinds of water can be ob

tained fresh every day. Call &ithﬁi‘
phone, 47, and have it delivered at
either your home or g;aam of business,

A superb program |

S o ;wmwm@mmm mqm!

Cook's Springs Mineral Waters are|
now delivered in Birmingham fresh|§

from the springs every morning. With |
jthe variety of mineral waters from|
‘these noted springs delivered at your t
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The Montgomery Advertiser (Montgomery, Alabama) - Sun, Nov 25, 1906 - Page 9
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A HUTCHINSONS T
. PATENT SPRING STOPPER.

i K(-m}?é BL.O738 JUKE 17,1876,

utchbook.co

%Hgﬁ:ch Directory Search Results ((Retum To Hutch Search )

18T l# City MiColor ‘ Ht Dia [Plate Shape

ALO139 KCooks Springs 2 Clear 8.75

(93]

Private Round

Front: COOKE WATER CO. / COOKS SPRINGS, ALA.

Back: Unknown

lBase: Unknown

Comments: Alabama's Pre-Crown Tops # CK-1; quart; e-photo 10-10-18

1 Hutch Soda found. Click on the 'Hutch Soda Image’ to see the full sized pictures.

?Re@ated Document Downloads:

Alabama (8/15/7201 9%

Home | Soda Pop History | Bettling | Bottle Directory | Collecting | Resources | Contact Us

i

Copyright 2009-2020, Seattle History Company

:archRes. Comments=aFing Hutches=Find+Hutchinsons&Source=Atiributes
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Hutchinson Data Definitions

Updated: January 25, 2018

Hutchinson Bottle Directory listings are catalogued by country, state, territory, province,
county, region or area, city, and bottler. Individual bottle listings include all available data
on front, back, and base embossing, mold style, glass color, height and diameter
dimensions, plate mould shape, base shape, rarity, glass manufacturer, bottle images,
and more. Additional thoughts:

» Each bottle has an assigned identification number to facilitate communication
about specific listings.

¢ Embossings are described in capital letters with slash marks that represent line
breaks in the lettering, e.g. “CENTRALIA / BOTTLING WORKS / CENTRALIA,
WASH.” means the embossed word “CENTRALIA” is above the embossed words
“‘BOTTLING WORKS” ali of which are above the embossed words “CENTRALIA,
WASH.”

e Punctuation is shown exactly as each bottle is embossed.

» Bottle mold style is specified as two leaf, three leaf, or four part mold.
¢ Height and diameter are shown in inches as decimals.

o Base shape is specified, e.g. Round, 10 Sided, 10 Panel Base, etc.

s Rarity classifications have been simplified to: “Rare” = less than 10 known;
“Scarce” = 10-100 known, and “Common” = 100+ known. Dollar values are not
shown because they are too dependent on individual bottle condition and
constantly-changing supply and demand. We do not do appraisals!

htipifwww hutchbeok.com/Bottie%200irectory %2 CHutehins on% 20 Data% 2 0Definitions,/ Default. htm ZIRR0,




» Wherever they have been provided, thumbnail photographs, scanned images,
pencil rubbings, and drawings are displayed for each individual bottle. To view
enlarged versions of the images, position your cursor over the image and a pop-up
message will appear instructing you to "Click to see full sized images." Left click
and a separate window will open displaying the enlarged image(s).

1o

Home | Soda Pop History | Botiling | Bottle Directory | Collecting | Resources | Contact U

hittp/www. hutehbook.com/Bottle%20Directory™20Hutchinson%20Data% 20 Detinitions/Default. him
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Alabama Coke Plant List Updated 2014/8/12

Albany 1916
Albertville 1908

Alexander City 1903

Aliceville 1910
Andalusia 1909
Anniston 1903
Athens 1922
Bessemer 1906
Birmingham 1901
Blocton 1909
Blossburg 1916
Branchville 1914
Brewton 1908

Fairfield 1919
Fayette 1910
Florala 1908
Florence 1909
Fort Payne 1928
Frisco City 1925
Gadsden 1903
Goodwater 1814
Gordo 1912
Guin 1928
Guntersville 1912
Haleyville 1907
Huntsville 1900

Oneonta 1914
Opelika 1901
Patton 1913
Pell City 1909
Ragland 1910
Roanoke 1908
Rock Mills 1909
Roy 1913
Russellville 1907
Scottsboro 1915
Selma 1903
Sheffield 1907
Springville 1925

Brookside 1916 Hurtsboro 1906 Sylacauga 1915
Camp Hill 1909 Jasper 1907 Talladega 1903
Carbon Hill 1915 Jones Mill 1908 Talladega Springs 1913
Collinsville 1907 Lafayette 1914 Tallassee 1914
Cordova 1914 Leeds 1915 Troy 1920

Corona 1928 Lineville 1908 Tuscaloosa 1903
Cullman 1914 Mobile 1902 Tuskegee 1905
Dadeville 1907 Montevallo 1915 Union Springs 1908
Decatur 1909 Montgomery 1903  Warrior 1913
Demopolis 1915 New Blocton 1914 Wedowee 1908
Dora 1907 New Decatur 1909 West Blocton 1909
Dothan 1906 Notasulga York 1911

Eufaula 1909 Oakman 1907
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as Frisco City. He used a single mule and wagon for
delivery. David L. Long took over the Plant in 1920.
(Coca-Colaq Company Archives, Montgomery Advertiser
March 1 928)

Lafayette

Acquired a brand new motor truck in 1915, Moved into
a new building in 1920, (Coca-Cola Bottler Dec. 1915
and April 1920, Montgomery Advertiser March 1928)

Leeds

Opened in 1915 as 3 branch of Birmingham.
(Montgomery Advertiser March 1928)

Lineville

A 1915 letterhead from the Alabama Coca-Cola Bottling
Company listed branches at Anniston, Gadsden,
Talladega, Collinsville, Albertville, Lineville, Pell City, .
and Roanoke, (Coca-Cola Company Archives)
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Roberts ran a tight business, selling for cash only and Roanc
charging deposit on his bottles.

, ' George !

Roberts moved to Columbus, Georgia, in 1902, leaving Bottling

W. F. Robinson as manager in Opelika. The plant was 1909 an

plant w!

sold to George Curtis Roberts in 1914 along with
territory for Tuskegee, LaFayette, Camp Hill, Dadeville, from th
Alexander City, and Goodwater. (Coca-Cola Company branche

Archives, National Bottler’s Gazette 1906, Coca-Cola Alberty
Bottler Dec. 1910 and Sept. 1914, Montgomery Cola Cc
Advertiser March 1928) Montga
Busines
Patton Gazett:
Branch plant of Birmingham in 1913. The same Coca-Cola. Russ
plant listed Corona as an address. (Birmingham Age
Herald 1913, Montgomery Advertiser March 1928) The Ry
incorp
. $15,0t
Pell City Birmir
Chatt:
Opened under subcontract from Anniston by John T. busin
Mewborn and Smith Hall in 1909. Mewborn also owned works
a bottling works at Ragland. A 1915 letterhead from the entire
Alabama Coca-Cola Bottling Company listed branches at G. K.
Anniston, Gadsden, Talladega, Collinsville, Albertville, Manu
Lineville, Pell City, and Roanoke. Opened a new plant in > pusir
1923 using water from East Spring. (Coca-Cola Company C.V.
Archives, Coca-Cola Bottler Oct. 1923, National . Mont
Bottler's Gazette) Gaze
Ragland ; Scc
Opened in 1910 by John T. Mewborn who bottled Coca- Pur¢
Cola at Pell City. (National Bottler's Gazette 1910) Cha

mar
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NAMES ON SUSPECTED BOTTLES

The following is a 1ist of historically documented bhottlers that
operated during the "hutchinson era" or before. [ suspect any or all could

have used an embossed bottle, however. none have yet come to my attention.

Alexander City © Cotton & Wilson

Aliceville

Star B.W,
Almond, Seymour & McGillis

Anniston Rund & Leyden
N.T. Reid
Attalla J.R. Brown
Hoope & Butler
Bessemer Bessemer Steam B.W.
Blossburg Pioneer B.W.
Brewton Brewton B.W./ H.E. Bouglas
Calera Calera B.W.
Citronelle E.A. Bradley
Clayton Crown B.W.
Collinsville J.B. Marsh
Columbia Crown B.W. -
A, Willtams
Columbiana M.R. Wexton
Dadeville Coca-Cola B.W. / J.L. Fuller
Décatur Twin City B.W.
Dothan Brooks & Margan
Alabama B.W.
Enterprise Enterprise B.Y.
. Crown B.W.
Evergreen C.L. Michael



Florala

Florence

vFo?ey

Gadsden

Gordon
Greenboro
Greenville
Hartford
Headland
Heflin

Huntsville

Hurtsboro

Jackson

Jacksonville

Jasper

Lafayette

Linaville

Littlejohn
Louisvilla
Marion

Montgomery

Oakman

Florala B.W.

Florence B.W.
Florence Ice & Coal Co.

Foley Ice & Bottling Co.
Ledbetter Produce Co.
Crescent B.W.

Turrentine B.W.

Gadsden Light, Coal & Ice Co.
Gordon B.W.

Greensborp B.W.

Butler County B.W.

Nantz & Jones

Headland B.W.

Hef1in B.W.

Bowling & Sugg‘
Buchheit B.W.

The Pratt B.We

Cicero Hall &§Son
Hurtsbore B.W.

A.E. Chunn

Model City B.W.

J.T. McGraw

Lafayette B.W.
Barton & Boyd

Parker Bros.
Archer & Daniel

Pioneer B.W./ G.H. Davis
L.M. Danner
Purity B.W.

Holt & Dufeu
Meyer & Dufeu

G.W. Kemp & Bros.



Opelika

Opp
Pell City

Prattville

Quinton
Roanoke
Samson

Sheffield

Troy

Union Springs

Germany & Berry

Hagan B.W.

Purity B.W.

Liberty B.W.

Opp B.W.

Pell City B.W.

W.M, Smith & Co.

Purity Bottling Co./ Isiah Miller
Prattville B.HW.

Celery Cola Bottling Co.
J.T. Nelson

0.J. Angle

Sheffield Bakery & B.W.
Millar Bros.

E.E. Doud

Jones B.W.

Union Springs B.W,

This 1ist would add 36 more towns to the total and 74 more bottlers :
the potential for more than one variation per bottler is so high that I could
safely estimate there could be as many as 100 more bottles that have not yet

been discovered.
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