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Mrs. Youngblood ‘has. been7

post master.in Wattsville for 31
yearsas of Aug. 26,1974 She

able to see people in the com- go0

. munity on a regular basis, and

she -hardly. ‘ever ' gets com-

plaints, so she: hkes her job =
doesn’t even mind raising and
lowering the flag each day.

The post office at Cooks
Sprmg was established as Polk

post office on Feb 2, 1882, an
, changed to Cooks Sprmg ol
‘Dec. 12, 1883 The fxrst

- master,

" According to Mrs. Glidwell,
the former post office Iookedf

“like some building in the

;,economlcany deprived foothills -

of Kentucky. The new bulldmg
is comfortable and cozy — Mrs
“(lidwell'has two rocking chaxrs
in front of the cases, and ‘the

bmldmg contams her husband, ;

~many religious works, but also

“contains copies of the ‘Alabama
State Code,  bac]

NA’I’IONAL GEOGRAPHIC‘
magazine, and s cks of

magazines on fashxons S gar-
demng and crafts

1 fought
and struggled all the wa ~out

measa hostage but I fough
broke my ankle in the strug
‘as well as a tooth, but he'di
get me in the car,” said
Ghdwell :

Mrs Ghdwen is m the process B

Small post offices may
oIme ay be extinct, but as Mrs.
said, “They

provxde servxces to people in
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xural commumtles and they

still" have  the personal con-

cerned atmosphere which
comes about in timeM .”

‘ _MiSs Amand ;&‘:'Mrs.‘;‘, Fohdef bUf,Q’ :
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BY JENNA WHI’I‘EHEAD ;

ty, and a place e

atch the latest gossip. The s
of cities in the present decade,
and the great volume of mail
have caused a cessation of the
post office as-a meeting place,
but in some small rural. com-
munities, post offices with front
a longnme known
ostMmaster, /
1eeting of neighbors going to
get the mail still remains

,‘LropWell area. was ;Co'osa
~ changed to Diana in 1834 and
“changed to uropwell in 183 and,

s ar k‘ bmldmg wztb a porch
S built in 1929, and used by

office and a drug store. Af

~marker on the building i

engraved with the words “Drug
and’_caused’ so- much

ice building and
lives ir the store adjacent to the
-postoffice ZShe has lived there;




| MrSAnmeYoungbIood

“have: caused a cessatxon of thé

post office as a meeting place,

“but in some small rural com-

st offices with front
longtime known

postMmaster and daﬂy

neeting of nexghbors gomg to

' ;18th ‘postmas

Cropwell post office — récelved

her appomtment in “July, 1970,

Amanda . Fun-.

_derburg retired after 44 years
“as postmaster ~

The first post ofﬁce in the-

Cropwell area was Coosa,

changed ‘to Diana. in 1834 and

; changed to Cropwell in'1637 and’

dmgs used vamed over

pr sent post ffice bmldmg and :
~ acent to the -

ved there




ven mind raising and
~lowering the flag each day.
‘The post office at Cooks

osition for 22 years a
like to continue unti] K

ear before she retires.

According to Mr: - Glidwell;

:; the former post office’ looked

like  some ‘buildi ,

‘economically deprived foot
‘of Kentucky. Th e new
IS comfortable ;

‘Glidwell has two
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a pomtmen a5 post master. in
- 1948, and at that: time,’ Mrs.

- replacement which 3
! on for them to




~Buckner - replaced = Joe
“Bukacek who owned the store
‘and operated the post. ofnce
_until his death in 1948.
- Mrs. Buckner says that
_people don’t: complain - much,
~and that most people have taken’
“the mcrease‘ m postage m
strideM .
- The Bucknerswork 160 boxes
and general delivery for-
Riverside. The post ‘office -
'recexved 135 new. boxes whxch

to nge proper serv1ce. ,

were-on order for three years T
— the delay was due to ou being
a fourth class post ofﬂce and

~Youngblg od for his wife the post
-master, Anme Youngblood
‘when he was home on leave
: from World War II

Cropwell



several customers to meet and
talk inside.

Horace Nation, Jr has been
post’masterf at Acmar since

clerk in 1959 whﬂe hlS maother,
Mrs. Norah‘ Natmnk‘ was: post

The: post ofﬁce in Acmar
burned: in Feb. of 1972, and the
Nations’ offered the = present
post office for use and it has
stayed on- the Nations’ land

d keep up on'thmgs
V'happemng, - said

Mrs. ‘V?O\I"em Bﬁ:khér L TRi'vgerSid;e“




“I've had only three: com-
‘plaints on mail dehver
nmy. whole 22 years
Glidwell. #Ith

Nat onsf offered the present
,post office fo ‘use-and 1t has




CITY OF PELL CITY
ALABAMA

CITY HALL
DEDICATION
May 5, 2002



God Bless America

God Bless America.
Land that I love
Stand beside her, and guide her
Through the night with a light from above.
From the mountains, to the prairies,
to the oceans, white with foam
God bless America
My home sweet home.

God Bless America,
Land that I love
Stand beside her,
And guide her,

Through the night
With the light from abowe,
From the mountains,
To the praires,

To the ocean,
White with foam,
God bless America,

My home sweet home.
Composer, Irving Berlin

Mayor Guin Robinson

Council
James McGowan, Mayor pro tem
Forest A. Walls
Bernard White
Donnie Todd, Jr.
Darrin DeLoach



Program

Welcome Guin Robinson, Mayor
Invocation Mike Sewell, Fire Chief
Pledge of Allegiance Forest A. Walls, Councilman
God Bless America June Brascho & audience

Recognition of former
Pell City officials Lawrence Fields, former Mayor

Entertainment St. Clair County HeadStart

Elsie McGowan, Director

Closing Remarks Mayor Guin Robinson

Music provided by Birmingham Society of Piping




HISTORY

From Greenberry Garrett Evans, Pell City’s first mayor, to Guin Robinson,
the present mayor, the City of Pell City has been well served by progressive
leaders. Incorporated in May 1891, the city was an enterprise of railroad en-
trepreneurs and Northern investors. What started as a boom town, soon
became a ghost town and remained so until 1902. In that year, due to the
foresight and leadership of Sumter Cogswell, Pell City began a dramatic re-
covery and was on its way to becoming a New South city.

The meeting place of city government in the early years is not known, but
most likely it was the Maxwell Building on present day Cogswell Avenue or
the Cornett Hotel located alongside the railroad track. In 1902 the St. Clair
County Courthouse was completed, and the mayor and council likely ‘met
there until 1904 or 1905. The July 7, 1904 edition of the Coosa Valleyan, noted:
“The city council has voted to erect a city hail at a cost of $1,500.” The August
4th edition stated: “A city hall and jail to cost $1,500 is to be builtin Pell City at
once on the opposite side of Howard Avenue from Starnes law office.” The
mayor at that time, Thomas S. Millsap, began the project, but it was com-
pleted during the W.A. Starnes administration. That building served the city
until 1957 and is still standing. It presently houses the optometry office of Dr.
Wendell Bedsole.

During the administration of Mayor Joe Kilgroe, the city began an aggres-
sive campaign to improve city services. A new city hall was an essential ele-
ment of Mayor Kilgroe's master plan. The site selected was the northeast cor-
ner of the intersection of 19th Street and First Avenue North which at the time
was the location of Pell City Grammar School. The school building had been
built in 1905 or 1906 and was the original Peli City High School. It was demol-
ished to make way for the new city hall. At a cost of $130,000, that building
was completed and dedicated on Sunday, October 6, 1957. It housed the mayor,
council, city clerk, court, library, as well as the police and fire departments.

The 1957 building served the city for forty-four years. During that time the
city experienced tremendous growth. The administration of Mayor Mack
Abercrombie saw the beginning of another city wide improvement pian. Once
again, the city hall was a top priority. Mayor Abercrombie’s plan was imple-
mented by Mayor Guin Robinson. The building which we dedicate today con-
tains 20,000 square feet. It was designed by architect Robert Wanninger and
built by the Pell City firm, Goodgame Welding Company at a cost of $2,000,000.

Danny Stewart
Pell City Librarian
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St. Clair

COURTROUSE - ASRIVILLE

Shortly after becoming a county in 1818, St. Clair County’s first courthouse,
made of logs, was built in Ashville in 1824. In 1844 it was replaced by the
building pictured at right.

S 2 - '
COLRTWOUSE - PELL QXTY
Because of rapid growth and Backbone Mountain
which divided the county, in 1802 the Continental
e 4 Convention voted a second courthouse which was
built in Pell City. Two courthouses serve the
county today.

R

et

5

B (AN S W .H MRS I-rmm o 48 AT, h“um

Ft. Strother is a landmark in St. Clair County and it was headquarters for General
Andrew Jackson and his men during the Creek Indian War. Soldiers were quartered here
as were horses, tools for all needs, medicines, food, guns and rifies along with black-

smiths, carpenters, doctors, cooks and hospital equipment. The supplies for Horseshoe
Bend were sent from here and it is on the National Register of Historic places.
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COURTHOUSE = ASRVILLE

Shortly after becoming a county in 1818, St. Clair County’s first courthouse,
made of logs, was built in Ashville in 1824. In 1844 it was replaced by the

building pictured at right.

-

COLRTHOUSE - PELL C\TY

Because of rapid growth and Backbone Mountain
which divided the county, in 1802 the Continental
Convention voted a second courthouse which was
built in Pell City. Two courthouses serve the
county today.

" FORT STRATHER

i
Ft. Strother is a landmark in St. Clair County and it was headquarters for General @

+

Andrew Jackson and his men during the Creek indian War. Soldiers were quartered here
as were horses, tools for all needs, medicines, food, guns and rifies along with black- AN
smiths, carpenters, doctors, cooks and hospital equipment. The supplies for Horseshoe

Bend were sent from here and it is on the National Register of Historic places.

eT. CLAW

St. Clair Springs became kn
famous for its six sulphur sprin

.t is .now _on_the National..J
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The oldest house in St. Clair County is
the home of the Newton family. Since

1817 it has been a landmark in Beaver
Valley.
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@™MooPY ook RESORT

The old timers like to talk about the mineral waters of Co
Springs. While only a name today it was recognized as
health resort with good food (the dining room seated 20t
and good recreation. The sixty room hotel and twenty gus
cottages attracted people from far and near.

Cumpr e
FERRIBY
Before there were bridge:
essential for getting acros
There were many private
and at Truss’ Ferry, one |
Cropweli, Andrew Jacksc
soldiers crossed the Coos
Talladega County o X
in 1813.

RORSE PENS 40

Horse Pens 40 on Chandler Mountain is often thought of as a rock fortress. it
has a room-like formation, 50 ft. tall which served as a hiding place for horses
and animals during the Civil War as the local inhabitants tried to hide their
possessions from Northern soldiers. Today the
entire area is an active recreational center for music
and the arts.

This Historical Map of St. Clair County was
Commissioned by The Peoples Bank and
researched by Mary Arminda Mays.

©The Franklin Group, Inc., Nashville, TN 1980
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Valley.

Horse Pens 40 on Chandler Mountain is often thought of as a rock fortress. It
has a room-like formation, 50 ft. tall which served as a hiding place for horses
and animals during the Civil War as the local inhabitants tried to hide their
possessions from Northern soldiers. Today the
entire area is an active recreational center for music

and the arts.
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THE NEWTON HOUSE

The oldest house in St. Clair County is
the home of the Newton family. Since
1817 it has been a landmark in Beaver

g a community of bvr\i\)a{él\} owned holv(
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SPRINGS RESORT HATE\

The old timers like to talk about the mineral waters of Cook
Springs. While only a name today it was recognized as
health resort with good food {the dining room seated 200}
and good recreation. The sixty room hotel and twenty guesi
cottages attracted people from far and near.

FERRIES
Before there were bridges
essential for getting across
There were many privateh
and at Truss’ Ferry,one
Cropwell, Andrew Jackso
soldiers crossed the Coosq
Talladega County }

in 1813.

” HORSE PENS 40

This Historical Map of St. Clair County was
Commissioned by The Peopies Bank and
researched by Mary Arminda Mays.




Founded in 1860, The Peoples Bank is
celebrating its twentieth anniversary with
this Historical Map. With offices in Peli City,
Moody and Ragland, we have grown with
the county we serve.

O'DONNELL ™M\,

Cornmeal was an important food and the mill for grinding corn
was built in Shoal Creek Valley ca. 1840. Before the turn of
the century it came into the O'Donnell family. As a
gift from them the St. Clair Historical Society

is restoring it so again it can produce

water ground meal.

vem/mzev. HOUSE

& The Dean/Inzer House of Ashville was built in 1852 of
& hand pressed brick. It was the first building in St. Clair
f County to be placed on the National Register and is now-

AS“V ‘ LLE the home of Judge Inzer’s granddaughter.

HISTORICAL
PISTRICT

\ RAQLAND




Founded in 1960, The Peoples Bank is
celebrating its twentieth anniversary with
this Historical Map. With offices in Pell City,
Moody and Ragland, we have grown with
the county we serve.
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O'DONNELL M\,

Cornmeal was an important food and the mill for grinding corn
was built in Shoal Creek Valley ca. 1840. Before the turn of

the century it came into the O’Donnell family. As a
gift from them the St. Clair Historical Society

is restoring it so again it can produce

water ground meal.

(Gl
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AP The Dean/Inzer House of Ashville was built in 1852 of
> hand pressed brick. It was the first building in St. Clair
‘ \ County to be placed on the National Register and is now

é ASHV \ LLE the home of Judge Inzer's granddaughter.
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CROPWELL

HISTORICAL.
PISTRICT

counties.

Commission.
e

CO0SA RIVER.

The Coosa River has been called th
the early indian settlers and after
settlers came and settled on, or ne
about 200 years it has been a landm

Today there are five highway brid

-
-
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LOONEY HOUSE

Henry Looney,
during the Creek

RO e g —— o s e -
y -

while serving with General Andrew Jackson
Indian War, was impressed with the area. After
his return to Tennessee he collected his family and returned to
Beaver Valley. For two years they worked shaping logs and
making pegs to hold them in place. This has been restored by the

St. Clair Historical Society as a museum and is on the National
Register of Historical places.
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CREEK INDIANS

From the large tribe of Muscogee indians some wandered
into Alabama and St. Clair County and were impressed by
the vast amount of water. So many came, settled, and built

villages. It was called Land of Creeks, and thus was formed
the Tribe of Creek Indians.
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e tap root of St. Clair County. The Coosa attracted
Alabama became a territory in 1817, many white
ar, the Coosa to farm and raise their families. For
ark contributing to the growth of the county.

ges which span the Coosa from St. Clair into other

FAMILY FARMS

There are in St. Clair County 15 family farms consisting of 40 or
more acres which have been in the s
A vears. These are on the re

ame family for over 100
gister of the Alabama Historical




Henry Looney, while serving with General Andrew Jackson
during the Creek Indian War, was impressed with the area. After
his return to Tennessee he coliected his family and returned to
Beaver Valley. For two years they worked shaping logs and
making pegs to hold them in place. This has been restored by the
St. Clair Historical Society as a museum and is on the National
Register of Historical places.
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RIVERSIDE

cERSTRIE 20

IPELL CITY
CROPWELL

From the large tribe of Muscogee indians some wandered
into Alabama and St. Clair County and were impressed by
the vast amount of water. So many came, settled, and built
villages. it was called Land of Creeks, and thus was formed
the Tribe of Creek Indians.

HISTORICAL

\ N

B
The Coosa River has been called the tap root of St. Clair County. The Coosa attracted
the early Indian settlers and after Alabama became a territory in 1817, many white

settlers came and settled on, or near, the Coosa to farm and raise their families. For
about 200 years it has been a landmark contributing to the growth of the county.

Today there are five highway bridges which span the Coosa from St. Clair into other
counties.

5~ FAMILY FARMS

There are in St. Clair County 15 family farms consisting of 40 or
more acres which have been in the same family for over 100
vears. These are on the register of the Alabama Historical
Commission.
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BY JACK HOPPER
"~ News staff writer:
ASHVILLE-PELL CITY,

Aug. 7—=Back in the horse and
puggy days, St. Clair County:

was -divided by a chain of
mountains, impassable -during
bad weather. :

Thus, the county has two
county seats and two court-
nouses — the original county

seat “at Ashville and. ong. at.

Pell City.

Since that time in the eaily
1900’s:. a “friendly argument”’
has been going on over which
is the county seat, The oid-
timers in Ashville say, ‘We
are the county seat, and Pelt
City’s courthouse - is ‘second-
ary.” Pell City residents claim
«“There are two counily seals,
and everything is equal.”

Take your pick. Anyway, the
county ‘has iwo courthouses
with equal functions. -

only .place in the staté whefé,
choose

an elected official ¢
where to work. If p

‘elected. lives .nearer: Ashville
the

in ‘both.courthouses. . .
“SEVERAL OTHER Alabama
counties have two courthouses,
but " the secondary courthouse
“is known-as a ‘“‘mailbox” one,

“with .all officials working: ou
of the main county seat.

St. Clair. County is different.
The county is divided info twe
districts for courthouse busi-
ness. . - : .

The “Northern District  in-
cludes the Ashville Court-

house; the Southern Division:

is ‘at Pell ‘City.

If a law suit occurs in the

Northern District, all records
are

maintained and the case

RTHOUSE?

is tried at Ashville. The same
‘applies for -the Southern Divi-
“sion at Pell City.

TO FURTHER complicate
matters, when striking a jury
for all cases, jurors are drawn
- fromthe entire county.

4“1t sounds - complicated,”
said Circuit Clerk B. C. Banks,
“hut after getting accustomed
“to it, it is very -simple.”

' Officials” work out of both
courthouse at one time or an-
ther. :
. Circuit Court is held at both
courthouses, Probate Judge
Hoyt Hamilton holds Probate
Court in Ashville on the first
Monday of each month and in
Pell City on the first Wednes-
day of each month. All the of-
ficials' make frequent trips
from one courthouse to the
other.

Both do about the same
amount of business,

WHICH (

THE ORIGINAL courthouse
at Ashville was constructed in
1830, the ~present one being
built in 1847. It was remodeled
last year with an ultra-modern -
interior at a cost of $270,000.
The present courthouse at Pell
City was built in 1955, the orig-
inal one being built in 1902.

[ e =)

Hearing called ¢

Sen. Larry Dumas of Jeffer-
son has called a public hearing
for 1 p.m. Monday in the Com-
mission Chamber at the Jeffer-
son County Courthouse on a Sen-
ate Dbill ‘to set new regulations
for the Plumbing Board of In-
spection. .

The bill, introduced by Sen.
John Tyson of Mobile, »would
effect all counties with popula-
tions of more than 156,000

Dumas said he wanted lo give
persons who favored or opposed
the bill an opportunity to dis-

2]
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Actually, this county is the
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BY JACK. HOPPER
News staff writer

SHVILLE-PELL CIiTY,

. 7—Back in the horse and -
zy days, 8t. Clair County:
divided by a: chain - of

mtains, impassable during
weather,
ws, the county has two
ity seats and two court-
ses — the original county
at Ashville and one at
City.
nce that lime in the early
's-a “friendly argument”
been going on over which
he cmim:y seat. The old-
1s- in. Ashville say, “We
the county seat, and Peli
's courthouse is second-
? Pell City residents claim
are are two county seafs,
everything is equal.”
ke your pick. Anyway, the
ty has two courthouses
equal functions.
tually, this county is the

where to work. If a person
elected. hves nearer- Ashvﬂle

D
in ‘both courthouses :
SEVERAL OTHER Alabama
counties have two courthouses,
but the” secondary courthouse :

is known'as a “mailbox’” one,

with .all officials Workmg out

of the main county seat:

= 8t. Clair ‘County is dlfferent
The county is divided into two
districts for. courthouse busi-
ness, L

“The Northern ' District in-
cludes the Ashville Court-
house;
is ‘at Pell City.

If ‘a law suit ocecurs in the
Northern' Distriet, all records

are ‘maintained and the case

the Southern D1v151onf

is tried at Ashville, The same

sion at Pell City.

TO FURTHER comphcate
matters, when striking a jury
for all cases, jurors are drawn
from the entlre county.

B sounds - complicated,”
saxd Cn‘cult Clerk B..C. Banks,
“but after getting accustemed
1o it, it is very. sxmple .

" Officials’ work -out of both

courthouse at one tlme or an-

-other,

- Circuit| Court is held at both
courthouses Probate Judge
Hoyt Hamﬂton holds Probate
Court in Ashville on the first
Monday of each month and in
Pell City on the first Wednes-
day of each month. All the of-
ficials' make frequent * trips
from one courthouse to the
other.

Both do about the same
amount of business.

THE ORIGINAL courthouse
at Ashville was constructed in
1830, the ‘present one being
bullt In 1847.-Tt was remodeled
last year with an ultra-modern
interior at a cost of $270,000.
The present courthouse at Pell
City was built in 1955, the orig-
inal one bemg built in 1902.

THOUSE? WHICH ONE?

only- place n the state where . ;
¢ i " ‘applies for the Southérn Divi-

Ashville prides itself
old records still being
the basement of the
house. ‘“We have "my
records dating back
year 1818,” said Banks.
a miracle that a fire dic
stroy the ~wood build
years past.”

Hearmg called

Sen. Larry Dumas of Jeffer-
son has called a pubhc hearing
for 1 p.m. Monday in the Com-
mission Chamber at the Jeffer-
son County Courthouse on a Sen-
ate bill fo set new regulations
for the Plumbing Board of In-
spection.

The bill, introduced by Sen.
John Tyson of Mobile, would
effect all counties with popula-
tions of more than 150,000.

Dumas said he wanted fo give
persons whe favored or opposed

on plumbmg

cuss it before he took ac
the Senate floor.

Major provisions of 1
would increase travel e
of the plumbing inspect(

the present $2,200 annu
a maximum of $4,800; eni
board to hire legal coun
to limit the master plumk
tificate holder to a ma

‘Jof $20,000 of business in t

six months, $100,000 the
six months and unlimited

the bill an opportunity to dis-

after.
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PELL CITY COURTHOUSE BUILT IN 1955, ON SITE OF ORIGINAL
++» Claim to be an equal county seat 1sdemed by Ashville

COURTHOUSIL BUILT ‘AT ASHVILLEIN 1847 REMODELED LAST YEAR
. . . Records in basement date back to 1819

Westernparade as horses bolt viewers injured

DEADWOOD, 8. D., Aug. 7—
(AP) — Two horses ‘pulling a
surrey in Deadwood’s - annual
“Days of ‘76" parade  bolted
into the crowd today, resulting
In injuries to seven persons.

One boy, James Pickett of
Lead, was hospitalized with
undetermined “injuries after a

wheel of the rig passed over his
body. A woman. identified as
Helen Harrington of Central
City was hospitalized with
back injury.

Five eother children were
given emergency ireatment at

hespitals for cuts and bruises.
Sheriff Richard McGrath said

the horses bholted when the
tongue broke on the surrey,
driven by Robert Clausen of
Eagle Butte.

“Days of ‘76" -is celebraied
each year in recollection of the
Gold Rush days of the last
century when Wild Bill Hickok
and Calamity Jane were fabled
residents of Deadwood.
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...And Now
1981
- Assets of $28,880,879
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Checking Accounts Along With Specialized Savings & Loans... .







COUNTY PROJECTS
 PATTERSON’S VIEWPOINT
e Page 7 :
THE PRESIDENT’S PAGES
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e Page 12
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WASHINGTON DATELINE
= e Page 22
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ALABAMA LEGISLATURE
e Page 32 '

e

Pell City officials and citizens were pleased to officially dedicate last ‘
month the community’s new sewage treatment plant and a vast net- ~SECRETARY OF THE YEAR
work of sewerage lines. Cost of the entire new system, Mayor Sam * Page 33
Burt says, was $431,000. Photo shows part of the new system. A ED REID’S FAST BALL
local industry helped supply the funds for the project. o  Page 35
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t became evident
e at Pell City was
nd it was necessary to

; Martin J. e of Bir-

was the architect, and the

P. Henderson and
The building was
ne ds; no federal
“or state aid was ~and existi
~taxes were not increased. M.
Forman was judge of probate at that
“ time, ‘and the’ commissioners were
E.N. Peace, W.H. Hess, W.A.
“Coleman, and W.D. Wilkins. Virginia
‘Luker was clerk of commissioners
~court. The buildi,ng,kwasdedicated on
March 3,1956: Master of ceremonies at
the dedication was Pat Roberson, and
themain speaker was Governor James
~E. Folsom, who was. introduced by
Circuit Judge Frank B. Embry.
On April 23, 1956, two neighboring
towns, Eden and Oak Ridge, merged

,:‘Rail m,

immarmarated in 1947 through the ef-

John Roberson. Seddon was se

1880 when the Georgia P
i was built. It was In- |

jumber community for Empire

Lumber Co. The town was named for
Thomas Seddon, who was the first
‘Secretary of War for the Confederate
States under Jefferson Davis. The first.
merchant was J.K.P. Lacy. Dr. Henry

Green Crump was the first

Other pioneer settlers were

and Harvey Bell. When the timber

supply was exhausted the mills moved
“away. Todayart of the tiny village

stands ‘dismally amid dreams of the
past. " Pl

The town of Cropwell now is also
part of Pell City. Soon after the Battle
of Horseshoe Bend, a group of friends
and relatives

wilderness. They were the John
Roberson, - Vil.ilylimasq - Truss;

Jake
Maddox, W.H. and W.N. Roberson,

from the Laurens and
Abbbeville districts of South Carolina
came seeking a new home in the

WA

Cropwell. James ]

early post offic

first postmaster

ettlement which was call

tainrun. J.O.N.
_ postmaster there.

Hardwick ‘served as.

~ People of the Baptist faith atte
“church at Mt. Pisgah Baptist Churcn,
vhich had been established 28, or

-at.Coosa Valley Bapt t Church which

as founded in 1840. Th

~ Methodist Church. In
Baptist Church W
today it is one of S

most active churches.
‘The proximity of Cropw

from

the first place he taught in
" Cropwell was the first

tharnuntv fo vo

Easonville enabled the Cropw
- families to send their childr
“Easonville to - Val
“High School was opened in 1880 with
1.W. Hill as principal. By'1389sCropwen
“had its own school, with excellent

school.. Coo

the ' beginnin

te for the three mill tax



nade phenomenai progress toward
) a o city. ‘Recent deve\op—
- new. industry,
w of the. ‘development !

ted in {he future.
Riseristhe proud owner of
oldest home, 2 bling
two«story white house remmlscent of
deep South: plantanon life:

at can

S i in

give a-

It actuany\
mae a plantation home when Green

St. Clair County Courthouse

veranda lack omamentanon,
pink Jouvered bhnds are their only.
decoration. The small wmdow panes
are of blown g

relieved by th

; m over th

‘chimneys at either! end o

of handpressed brick.

When you step across the threshold, :

you at once see an Riser has
done-a superb ]o

~ atanned back in

their

- espe

'£ restorahon, for -

purchased the house in 1956 ’Virs
Riser’s love for r the place reﬂects her :
faith in Am rican tradma S

“Every pxece of furniture in the house
is authentic — either an original, or
true reproductlon —and represents a.
style current:in Southern farm homes.
g the late - 19th century. One

iece, and 1 1kely the,

oldest one
early 18th- cen
made:for-an ancesto




iall, now office :bmldixigﬁo‘ff . koptometn'Stk;mj. JH.“M&Clendon. It
Commission Chairman and  was the first location of St. Clair
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