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CEANDLER MOUNTATIN

Chandler Mountain lies in the northern part of St. Clair County. The
mountain is ten miles long and runs from the southwest toward the northeast.
It covers an area of about 25 square miles and is from 1200 to 1500 f%. high.

The mountain gebs it name from the Joel Chandler family who settled
not on Chandler Mountain, but on Little Canoe Creek in Rocky Hollow near

the present location of Cobb's Mill or Killian Mill, just north of Steele.

A trail lead by the Chandler home going up the nearby mountain — which was
a good hunting grouwnd. Hunters connected the mountain with Joel Chandler's
place and often spoke of it as Chandler's Mountain. Later the apostrophe
and "s" were dropped and the mountain came to be known as Chandler Mountain.
The abstract records show that Cicero Johnson of Northwest Georgia
was the first person to enter land on Chandler Mountain in 1855.1 The
Smith family, grandparents of Herbert Smith and Milton Johns of Steele
moved to Chandler Mountain in 1858, They came originally from the
Carolinas. Polk Smith,z a son of this family died on the "Sultana
during the "War Between the States,.!
Jake Lutes married Sarah Steele, a daughter of Toliver Steele, for
whom Steele was named. They were among the first settlers on Mount Chandler.
The Lutes murder case was one of the most notorious of the county at
the time, (about 1911).
Sarah Steele Lutes died and Jake married a second time, As the couple
grew older they lived more and more to themselves. They mowed from the

mountain to Greasy Cove to a little cabin and there it was thought they

1. The Agricultural and Educational Development of Chandler Mountain by
D. &, Langston

2 History of Steele



kept money hidden away in snuff boxes and under the floor boards. One wintery
night in 1911 two men went there and visited with them. They ate supper

and then knocked the old people in the head and left them lying in their

oun blood in front of the fireplace., It was such a lonely éecluded place

that if was almost & week before they were found. Three men were involved
MacLemore, McClain and Will Camel., The latter from Steele. MacLemore was

from Birmingham and McClain lived at Clear Creek. Camel was sentenced and
served several years until MacLemore on his death bed confessed +o his owm
guilt. Camel was freed and the Lutes Murder case was closed.

According to the records land had been bought from the government by
the northesst and southwest Railroad Company which later merged into the
Alabama State Land Company.l This land was sold by the company to the
settlers for $2,50 per acre after these %and companies sold the timber.

Some of this land today sells for $50 per acre.

Other early settlers were: Hezakiah McWaters, a local Methodist preacher,
John Bearden, W. V. McKay, Boze Woods, Jake and Bob Robinson. Practically
all these settlers came from Georgia., They entered land, built crude cabins
near springs and raked out a meager existence from the shallow rocky soil.
Transportation was difficult due to the lack of roads, and the difficulty
in building them,

In early days there were several roads or gaps leading up and down
the mountain. All were probahbly used by wild animals before the pioneers
came, The gaps were Shahan (near the Joel Chandler home), "01ld Steele"
(near Johns' Spring), Steele (in use today) Flat Top and Point Peter. The
Greasy Cove gaps are Brothers, Ferguson and Hyatt. The Hyatt and Steele
Gaps are used today for most all transportation. Both roads are reasonably

good chert roads.

1. The Agricultural and Educational Development of Chandler Mountain
by D. A. Langston.



The original Steele gap was once used by the Steele young people as
sightseeing and picnic grounds., The J. C. M, Johns Spring at the foot of
the mountain was headquarters for these parties. As they climbed the moun-
tain side they gathered wild Tlowers in springtime, while in the fall they
found hickory nuts and chestnuts. When they reached the top they explored
caves and drank mineral water. The "Devills Well"' was the most noted cave.

When the first settlers climbed the mountain trails to find new homes,
they found many wild animals. Deer ran at large. Wolves, bears, foxes
and wildcats were common. It is said the father of L, A, Deerman (Who lived
near Deermants Chapel) killed a panther that was 9 feet long on the moun-
tain cliff, just west of Steele.

Mount Chandler is surrounded by a definite cliff. Many stories have
been told of ﬁow wild animals bedded under the cliffs; of how wild animals
bedded under the cliffs; of how deserters during the War Between the States,
and even as recently as World War I and II, hid in the caves under the
cliffs and were fed by their families who lived not many miles away.

It is said a young deserter escaped to the cliffs and was hiding
there during the War Between the States. A young war widow lived near
his family on what is now Highway 11 south of Steele, She often went with
his fiance or members of his family to carry him food. During this time the
widow and the deserter fell in love. He repented of his treatious ways
joined the Confederate Army and served until the war was over and then they
were married,

Up until 1900 the extent of farming carried on by the early settlers
consisted of corn for the family's use and for the stock, a small cotton

crop and a vegetable garden, After this time a fruit growing era begun,
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Two northerners, Sloat and Bush came from Michigan and interested the
farmers in growing peaches. They furnished several thousand trees and
promised to provide a market., 4 packing house was located in Steele across
the railroad from the depot. AL first it seemed the project was a success
but the bottom fell out of the market price of peaches, Then Sloat and
Bush built a canning factory on the mountain at Sharpton's Spring. For
several years the fruit was canned but soon the first trees died out and
no one was interested in planting a new crop. Some doubted the trust-
worthyness of Sloat went to Birmingham and went into the produce business.,
Bush went to Michigan and this type of farming disappeared,

James N. Hyatt, a cousine of Hezakiah McWaters came from Herd County
Georgia with his wife on a small mule, with 20¢ in his pocket. He had
previously bought 80 acres on Mount Chandler. Near a spring on this land
they built a log cabin between 1875 and 1880, Wr. Hyatt was a hard worker
and a good manager. Hyatt Gap was named for him. A4s time went on he
bought up more land. There he zrew the ususl farm crops until 1926 when
his son Otis, planted the first crop of tomatoes to be grown for
commercial purposes.

They were packed in baskets, which sold for one dollar each, and
peddled in a wagon off the mountain. This was the beginning of the tomatoe
srowing industry on the mountain. By 1935 Chandler Mountain was one of the
greatest tomatc growing areas in the country, The farmers were soon growing

beans, cabbage and sguash on a large scale also. The farmers sold their
produce in markets at Birmingham, liobile, Atlanta and Crystal Springs, Miss
issippi.

In 1943 the "Chandler Mountain Tometo Groweres Association! was
formed. Chandler Mogntain is today one of the leading truck farming areas

of the country,



UL

On the night of October 17, 19L8 a freeze came which killed a large
crop of tomatoes, the value of which has been estimated at $15,000,00

The first school on the mountain was taught in Mb. Lebanon Methodigt
Church about 1890, for three months in the summer. The patrons and the
county shared the cost equally.

In 1895 the Hyatt Family built a new home and gave the logs in the old
house to build a school house. This building was erected on the McKay placs.,
Marion Case was the first teacher in the new building. Greasy Cove pupils
walked up the mountein to attend the school.

To promote harmony among the citizens the school alternated between tle
church on the east and the schoolhouse on the west end of the mountain,

Delia Stevens, a sister of Tom and John Stevens.t (St. Clair County
boys who made good in Attalla and Gadsden) taught at the church in 1895,

In 1896 two teachers were hired Arthur Hurst, who was certified ard
That Roberson who was not. Mr. Furst taught one day at the schoolhouse
and the next day at the church. Mr. Roberson tavght on the alternate days.

Ed Beason taught in 1900 and Cicero Putmen in 1901, They were 5t.
Clair County boyse. In 1902 a new schoolhouse was built at the old Holl-
ingsworth place on the west end ofthe mountain, replacing the Mackey
building.

In 1908 the schools were consolidated and a new building was erected
about the center of the mountain near the site of the present building,

There was still some Ffriction,

1. The family of Eli Hugh Stevens,; a local Methodist preacher, was reared
in the Gulf of Chandler Vountain, John Stevens was postmaster at Attalla
and Tax Collector of Etowah County. Tom Stevens served many years as
postmaster at Gadsden,



In a few years this building burned down the day after the insurance had
been granted. Then for several years they had two schools again in the
churches.

In 1913 Miss Bertha Rogers taught three months., She married and her
brother Hershell finished the school,

In 1919 a new three room building was erected with the insurance MONER
The mountain citizens seemed more united as they enjoyed the new building.
But in 1926 the school again burned down. This time the insurance was only
enought to buy doors, windows and ceiling for ancther building. Mr. V. S.
Rogers furnished the frgming and the building in use today was erected.

In 1938 ¥r, Roy Gibson, Superintendent of Bducation of St. Clair County
and the state officials began planning for a high school on the mountain
due to the fact that it was impracticsl if not almost impossible to trans-
port pupils down the mountain, due to the roads. When pupils completed
the work offered by the Chandler Mountain school vhey usually boarded to
attend Ashville High or Btowah County FHigh at Attalla inorder to complete
their high school work. For several years tenth and eleventh grades work
was taught (the faculty now consisted of five teachers). In 19L6 there
were sixteen pupils doing eleventh grade work. The next year the number was
considersbly lower and after 1948 all efforts to make a senior high school
on the mountain were dropped.

The senior high school students of Chandler Mountain are now transported
to Steele. From there they ride the school bus to Ashville High School.

The senior high school students of Chandler Mountain are now transported
to Steele. From there they ride the school bus to Ashville High School,

Principals of recent years of Chanitler Mountain school have been
Hugh Toland, Alton Runyan,Lamar Buffington, Oscar Mitchell, J. D, O'Donnell

and Joln W, McHugh,



There are three churches on Mount Chandler. They are the Baptist,
Smith's Chapel Methodist and Mt. Lebanon Methodist, The latter was
probably the first one built. It was used as a schoolhouse in 1890,
About that time or about 1900 the only form of recreation for the young people
was a Fa-So-La Singing held once nonthly on Sunday afternoon in the log
church. The Baptist attended church in the Greasy Cove for years. Then
they organized and held services in the school building and called themselwes
the Pleasant Valley Baptist Church., In 1919 the name of the church was
changed to Chandler Mountain Baptist Church. Later they built a church near
the school. The church granted Madison Rogers a license to preach in 1923,
He was ordained in 1928.

Mr. Vester Rogers came to Chandler Mountain in 1913 from Georgia. He
tock the lead in a movement for a telephone system on the mountain., He
started a mercantile business. In 1923 Mr. Rogers set up a sawmill and in
1926 installed a cotton gin on the mountain. Rogers Brothers,eon of V. S,
run a general store on the mountain today.

Up until 1923 there was no Rural Free Delivery of wmail on the mountain.
Any wountain resident if he happened to be in Steele carried any mail that
was customary for someone to make the trip for the mail about once or
twkce a week. Some families from the lower end of the mountain met the
postman on Steele Route One at the Fidelity Gap and got theirmail. In
1923 Route Three ran from the Steele Post Office to Chandler lMountain.

We Jo Bllis carried this roubte until it was consolidated with Route One

in 1933. Since then N. J. Turner has been the carrier.
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LETTER TO
THE EDITOR

Dear Edltor'

1 thoroughly ‘enjoyed Frankye
Awtreys exploits . of -Chandler
Mountain’ in last weeks edition,
1 as well :as many others share
her  sentiments of that not only
only . beauuful put well developed
heights. My father, the late O.H.
Rogers, as a young man of nine=:
teen came with his parents ‘the
late Ben and May Rogers, from:
‘North Georgla to settle on this
“mountain. At the -age of 23 he

‘was marrled to Florence Cleary:
and built ahomenear hisparents.
This™ is my birthplace, “Each .
time 1 drive down Blount Moun="
tain where 1 approach the curve.
that allows a full colorful view
of  old. Chandler, ‘the thought
comes to mind *‘that ismy native:
sml” Each: season brmgs out
a’ rare and special - beauty 10
places ‘we love,

Often, 1 ‘have hlked up the
southwest ‘side of this moimtain
“with my father 10 a clift which
was: a part of the old home place
and is known in: this vicinity:
as Point Peter. The sausfymgf
reward. for the ‘climb was the
beauty of the view, 1dent1fymg :
,fam1hes ~points. and as Mrs.
L Awtrey: says, watcmngthe 'enes
change.. : )
- ‘Some distance from this spot
there” is aplace called the horse
pens where theConfederatearmy
concealed horses during the. civil
‘war.. . And on the north 31de “of
‘Chandler we “find Camp Sum-"
atanga, My father was instru-
‘mental in selecting and negona-
ting this camp site for the North
‘Alabama Methodist Conference.
This great development certain-
1y adds to the attraction of this
‘area. Besides all this the far-
-mers of this mountain are among
the most progresswe inthe coun-~

They are, and have a right

‘ to be proud of their community.
;1 have many pleasant memories
of ‘childhood vacations there with
my grandparents and a maiden
aunt, "Mrs. Rosa Rogers. ~Aunt
Rosa still- resides on the old
home ‘place. 1 remember with
gratitude the pnriring efforts she
made to makemy visits emoyable
ones, may God always be near to

* her needs, To Mrs. Awtrey-=
Thanks for the memories.

Respectlvely,

=<Edith Rogers Puckeut




By Shawn Ryan
News correspondent

* At a school jn St. Clair County, time -

took a surnmer vacation and decided
not tg come back.

. While many schools have enough
students to populate a small city, the
Chandler Mountain School-in' northwest
St. Clair is a throwback to yaterday

- Housing grades one through nine,
the Little school has 65 students, Four
instructors, including the principal,
handle the teachiog chores and one
woman does all the cooking and cdlean-
ihg in the lunchroomi.

- Built in 1928, the school has hard-

wood floors and gas heaters in each *

room. Grades are combined in the four
classrooms: First and second, third and
fourth, fifth and sixth, seventh through
ninth. It gives-teachers a hectic sched-
ule, but they say they enjoy the chal-
leny

enge. .

“T would have it no other way,” sald
Pat Parker, who teaches third- and
fourth- graders She has been at the
school for 13 years and saxd she
intends to stay.

So does Vivian Fite, who has been
the school's first and second grade
teacher for the last 15 years. “I'm
going to be here until they make me

quit,” she asserted. "I could havé quit .

last year, when I turned 64, but I didn't

want {o0.” i
PRINCIPAL Sam Roberts is the

new kid at Chandler Mountain, having

News_ photos’

small, but refurns are big
much a child m. say Lhe seventh grade,
can pick up by beingm the same room
with eighth graders’
The community on Chandler Moun-
- tain is another reasoi: the school is spe-
cial. People on the mountain live a
mostly agncultural life (tomatoes
from the region-are famous
- the United States)-and have- managed
. Yo retain many old-fashioned values.

rs and: ideas are reflected in the

children.

“A school is 10 bétter than the com-
mnmty, Roberts said. There are no
.’'serious discipline problems, he said,

because “parents back the school-up.”
“T think parents have more to db
with it-than anything,” said Leois
Smiith, who has fixed breakfast and
tunch for the students for more than 10 .
years. her husband have lived !
on the mounitain most of their lives and
they; too, attended the school. Later, so
did her six children.
Then, ofcomse,memnstheschool
. mascot. Chandler Mountain may be

the ohly school with its mascot stuffed
and placed in 3 glass cabinet for all to
sée.

parents atfends
on Chandler Mountain,
what to g
friend of Hoover Rogers. the -scliool
previcus principal: for 28-years.
tried to continue his, program,
emphasizes the basics,” Roberts said
But there are many other reasons
why Chandler Mountain is special” —
not just to Roberts, but to everyone
there. Foremost is the size of the
school. With an average of 15 students

Before the mascot was shot on the
mountalin in 1981, the school name had
been the Demons” But students and
faculty decided the name had to be
changed.

COMB[NED classrooms had a The new name? The ‘Bears,’ of

“-1ot"to do with the ‘excellent scores,
Roberts contends. “It's amazing how’




Drignt agricuiture story
seen on Chandler farms

BY A. W. JONES
. News farm speclalist

One of the brightest agricultur-
! stories recorded in Alabama
g year concerns 70 families
op & St. Clair County moun-
in platean.

They're farm rs in the five by
ree-mile  Chandler Mountain
‘ea (1,000 feet above sea level)
ho started 2 tomato-growing

‘ganization 21 years ago and!

CHANDLER MOUNTAIN mTOMATO CROP HE.
- ... County Agent H. L. Eubanks, left, and federal in

wound up 1964 as the best year
ever.

A record 108,000 {orly-pound
lug boxes of tomaloes went
through a new grading and
packing shed. And farm Jead-
ers figure about the same
pumber was sold by Chandler
Mountalo growers belore they
reached the shed.
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Last year, about £5.000 such|and that usually doesn’l come
boxes were graded and packed)

¥
A

at a smaller shed

AR R
DS FOR MARKET

ountain.

CHANDLER M O U N TAIN'S
high altitude, which prevents
early fall frost damage, makes
the area ideal for late season
tomato  markerings.
freeze knocks the lomatoes auf,

Only

until November (as was the

i

spector, check records

: In Steeljcase ihis year), giving the area
|community, at the foot of thelalmost sole possession of lhe

2]

liomato markel for a few weeks
in the falt.

In facl, said Caunty Agent H.
L. Eubanks, only California is
competing with Chandler Moun-
fain during that time. Florida
allomaloes don't start hitting the
marke! unii] November.

Euhanks, a member of Au-
burn University Extensien Ser-
vice who has worked closely
with growers over the years,
said {here is more enthuslasm
than ever among producers.
There Is renewed Interesi in
doing belter jobs of prodwe-
tlon that In turn has led to
more cfforis lo expand and
Improve marketing.

This year, an all-time high of
aboul 1508 acres were devoter
{o tomaines, and Bubanks said
he expeels that acreage fo
increase.

THE GRADING and packing
shed — a 19,335 square foot
building on the mountain — was
d in mid-August. Previ-
ously, the smaller (4,500 square
foot) shed at Steel had to
suffice, P

The shed, huilt through Jocal
bank (inancing, is bemg paid
for by a service charge against
each package thal moves th.
rotigh the market.

Al (his year’s rafte, that
won't {ake long. Al one lime,
nearly 4,008 boxes a day were
moving {hrough the shed.
Future plans call for addition
of a cooler room so tomaioes
can be stored for short periods
of time sl the shed — permit-
ting more {lexible marketing.
Producer groups are studying
ways of packaging fomatoes so
they rvan =alss pffer ''retail
ready" packages.

CHANDLER ™M O U N TAIN'S

Hennnt-

success is actually the climax of
3 concerld effort that began
years ago, said M. R. Gl L
and John Baghy, two other
Txlension Service staff mem-
bers who have worked with the
Browers, '

The Chandler Mountain To-
mato  Growers Asscciationwas
formed in 1943 mainly to pro-
vide a central market facility
wheve producers vould market
tomatoss o re-packers, said
Glasseork. 2 marketing special-
isf on lhe Exfension's stafl at
Aubwrn,

The shed was bullt at the
foot of the mountain for the
convenience of iraller lrucks.
No all-weather road extended
to ithe mountaln-top produc-
tlon avea at that time, said
Glasscock,

Then. in the late 405 and mid
'50s, hard days plagued grow-
ers. Insects and disease took|
their toll. There was a lack off
interest and the result was low,
yields, ponr qualily and waning|
|blver inlerest,

THAT SET Ithe stage for a
comeback, led by producers and
iweommtnily leaders. Low yields{!
and poar mmlity were attacked|!
first. Farmers and K ion|!
rvice presonnel worked togeth-|!
er in selling up demonstrations
on - recommended  production|t
practice The demonstrations inli
tirn were siudie hy other farm-
ers, A

“Ry 1980, nearly all prodeers|:
in the avea weve using the right|t
kind and amonnt of fertilizer|t
and were treling the soil o
eonlrol nemalondes.” said Bag-
hy. an Fxiension horticulturist,
“They acquired spray  equip-|
ment and rconsequently did al
helter job of controlling  dis-
eases and insecls. Management
- and sn were yiclds

S

Wilh produrtion volling, the
next thoughl by growers was

how 1o hetter markel their
producl. Oulgrowth was the
zew shed and formatlon of

praducer groups (o stady mar-
ket needs,

“The  prowers  themselves
shuld he commended for recog-
nizing e necessity for produc-
ing high qoality produce in

~|jenongh velume to altract whole-
<|sale buyers,” commented Glas-
ead 1N

' PR ]



““the tomato crop.

Migrant
Program

- “Joseph Bertoglio, y.g.
Office: of Education, Migrant
Branch; ‘recently. ‘said,  ‘“‘the
vocational  component. of the
Summer Migrant Education
Programin St. Clair County is
exemplary and worthy " of

. national disseminatiop. "

He also indicated that other
migrant education programs
could well - benefit from the
vocational'edﬂcatiomfprogram
currerntly being conducted for
high’school students. . = -

The - program - includes
classes in - auto. mechanics,
auto ~body: repair, ‘clothing
construction and repair, child

care, typing, food and nu-
{rition; electricity; woodwork-:
ing, and welding’ o
Waiter M, Kennedy, local
director of. the Migrant Edu.
cation Program, says that the
educational - ind vocational
programs are igned - to
meet the unique; "
migrant children. . B
Approximat{ely;:soormigrant
youths - from ~ Texag “and
Florida' come to Chandler
Mountain in S’t,,Clai,r_County
with their families to harvest

"The Migrant Education Pro.
gramisa component of Title 1
of the f-Elementary “and
Secondary Education Act; as
amended, s




; . News photos by Beverly Tav!or
M ACRAME HANGINGS ATTRACT ATTENTION AT CRAFTS
FAIR:
... Mrs. Teresa Whatley of Bu’mmgham admlres handwork

£ ]

Horse pens;
fun for all
at festival

Hot biscuits, frying bacon
wd new sorghum syrup!

Handmade quilts, bonnets,
eathercraft,” dolls; painting,
:andle holders and pin cush-
oms! :
A hollering ‘contest and
Huegrass music mingled with
be sights and smells of a-fall
estival Sunday at Horse Pens
# atop Chandler Mountain.—
t all-impressed News photog-
-apher Beverly Taylor.

She came away with a pile

f picturesand “loaded :down i ATURAL COLOR” SAT\D IN BOTTLES
vith mountain-made crafts.” ... Mrs. Evelyn Barry has unusual hobby.

BONNETS IN STYLE-—FREE TYING LESSONS FROM CHANDLER MOUNTAIN EXPE
o« Mrs. Adonis Flsher left Pell Clty, and Mrs Hazel Coffman.

‘ SHOWING OFF QUILTING CONTEST WINNER
» “Cathedral window™ by Thelma Van Huss.

NOTHING LIKE A “WHOOP AND HOLLER" -
. ““Apple Jack" Capps of Cullman demonstrates




Sutibties were not availihle, and the bullding was dilapt-
daud But more important, membera xea,lz?ed the need

of the market pxi(e and at

meet ohanges in“market. demand,
i nwrkeim;, progeam’ owar
mmumt\ meetings of Jocal leaders, pro-
rovernment u“mmlm

ging time to
and pxoﬁtable p ck‘iging of
trial - period, they wil
ackages of vineripe St. Clair
5 to Alabama and other southeastern
his is another part of the Chandler
tain Coope&atives effort to return the largest pos-

“was i . portion “of the: consumer's food crop - dollar to
~ough o meet Tew demands loadmg wace was shoxt St Clair County growers. B

FEBRUARY‘ "1965




plexity of technology re uned and. e econoulic en-  streams as sources of water. As waler problems becons
vironment in which fart Ce i . i more critical, additional laws. governing “use of water
sion: making. Economic probi ; resources may e expected. Greater attention will need
farm people and are reflecte 0 he fm‘g sed-on muhmh' uses of land and’ water.

economxc informatxon 'md As

b throust

COMes

!:fs’nv« (e

et acilins



UNTAIN TOMATO C]

Wound up 1964 as the best year at a smaller shed in Steel

News farm specialist ever.~ ~
One of the brxghtest agricultur-{ = A record 100
M b

{community, . at the foot kthe
mountam e

. high ~altitude; ,whxch, _prevents

Eubanks, left and 1

*ederal inspector, check records

i
CHANDLER M 0 U N TA N’S

Associationwa
| maihly-to pre
vide a central market facilit
vwhere producers could ‘marke
e-packers,  sai
xGlasscock a marketing specxa}
ist on the Extensmn 5" staff a3
Aubum :
-The shed -was- built at the

foot ‘of the mountain for the
eonvenience nf trailer trusks:




Future plans call for addition
of ‘a‘cooler room so tomatoes
can be stored for short periods
of time at the shed — permit-
ting ‘more flexible marketmg
Producer groups are studying

. ready” packages L 1 ‘
r, check records !

ways of packagmg tomatoes 50
they ~.can also offer retaﬂ

CHANDLDR MOQU N TAIN s

“isiiceess is actually the climax of

- concertd -effort that began
years ago, said M: R.

Extension Service:
bers who have worked thh the
growers. . -

The Chandler Mountam To- -
mato . Growers  Associationwas’
formed in 1943 mam]y 1o pro:
vide "a central market: facility
.where producers could ‘market
‘tomatoes to  re-packers, ‘said
Glasscock a marketmg special-
ist on ‘the Eztensmns staff at
Aubum

“'The shed. was buﬂt at the
‘foot ‘of the mountain for the.
convenience: of trailer trucks.-
No all-weather road. -extended
to _the - - mountain- top produc-
tion ‘area at that time, said
-Glasscock:

Then, in the Iate 405 and rmd
'50s, hard days ‘plagued: grow-
ers,. Insects. and disease  took
their toll. There was a lack of]
interest ‘and: the result was low
yields; poor quahty and wanmg ‘
buyer: mterest :

|

p

i '

. commended _practices,

THAT. SET the stage for 3
comeback, led by ‘producers and
community leaders: Low yields
and poor quality were attacked
first, Farmers and  Extension
Service-personnel worked togeth-
er.in setting up demonstrations
on . recommended: - production
‘practice The . ‘demonstrations in
turn were studle by other falm—
ers, o

: “By 1960, neallv all prodcers
in the ares were -using the right
kind:and- amount ‘of fertilizer
and . were ireting . the 'soil to|
conuol nematodes,”  said Bag-
by, an sztensxon hortlcultuust
“They acquired Spray . equip-
ment. and consequently. did al’
better- job of controlling ~ dis-|:
eases and msects Managementv
was better — and so were ylelds
and: quality,”” :

-With production mllmg, the |
next thought by growers was
how to better ‘market their
producl. Outgrowth was the
»ew - shed -~ and “formation of
producer groups to study mar-
kel needs. .

“The. growers themselves
shuld be commended for. recog-
mzmg the necessity for. ploduc-
ing high - quality produce. in
enough volume to attract whole-
sale biiyers,”” commented: Glas-
scock. *“And . with the “help of
County ‘Agent: Eubanks and .oth-
ers, they. effecively apphed re-

— — — ot

peony

AR Ed

*All “this- had made har\}ests
of U. 8 No: 1 ‘quality tomaoes a

relity,”




Hoz*se :pens,-
fun for all

at fes t1 val

Hot bxscmts, frying bacon :

andnew sorghum syrup!

Handmade quilts, bonnets,
leathercraft, dolls, pamtmg,
candle holders and pm cush-
ions!

A bol!ermg .contest and
bluegrass music mingled with
the sights and smells of a fall
festival Sunday at Horse Pens
40 atop Chandler Mountain.—
it all impressed News photog-
rapher Beverly Taylor,

She came away with a pile
of pictures and “loaded down
with mountain-made crafts.”

. “NATURAL COLOR” SAND N B()TTLES k

s Mrs Evelyn Barry has unusual hobhy.
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NEW SHOW

SHOWING OFF QUILTING CONTEST WINNER

“Cnthadral windam? ha Thalasa Vo 1ra:



Tiny Tots To Elderly Folk—

* With night class for adults p

- A dinner table beauhfully set-and pot:
in evidence in ‘Muvs: Carolva Frazie:




; BY ANN E MILAM .
With mght class for adults prevalent and plentlful everyw

today, it should not be considered out of the ordinary. for ‘adults to

meet at. ‘Ashwlle High School at night fo. tudy Enghsh Home
\Economxcs,ypmg and vocation ects
But when thos adults have gotten out of bed before dawn and
fo flelds on dler Mountain, worked as long
, athered at the Chandler Mou
Elementary sh d boarded a bus with their mall
fo theAshvx}le}a & School and classes five night: k

of: Educ -sponsored school
ildren o C ndler Mountain is now in its fifth
{ cond time this year, the. school has been ex-
: panded to offer mght classes for the adults at the Ashville

Forty-s1x workers and teachers, under the direction of Assista
k\Supermtendent of Education Walter Kennedy, prepared for the
hq 1 at ecxal ‘workshop early in June.

/ cts a participation. of about 285 durmg the
hich is over four times the number of students m_

ars ago

"' The entire program is fedei'ally funded through the State Boardf o
of Educatmn and ‘is operatmg thlS year on a budget of: ap— :

77,000,

n of mxgrant worki rs drop out of school-to go mto the- '
‘ork after about grade six. Most of the adults speak
‘a little Engl'sh read a little Englxsh and for
d :

8] rogram is <serv1ce bemg provxd d by the
rar brary Bookmobile is de
the migrant people on the M
Newspapers in Spamsh and Eng sh, books inboth Janguages f
ages and assistance in selectmg materxals suitable to th
and desires of the people are a part of the program.

In addition, the Libra furnishes  records m‘Spamsh and‘

Mexican languages to be used'm the typmg classes at’ night at As
ville.

Consultant for the program, partxcularly in the Spamsh hel
c.C: of the St. Clair County Library.

" Another unique feature of the program isa dass at mght at Ash— \
ville High, taught by Mrs. June Adonis Fisher of Pell City, titled
“English as a: Second Lang for Spanish Speaking Migrants.”

‘Last Friday night, when the picture below was made, the class wa
entirely male, and the. partxcxpants did not speak Enghsh Mrs.
Fisher teaches this class in Spamsh and Miss Susan Swann teaches
-another. class in Enghsh

‘Arts and Crafts in the mght classes are taught by Mrs. Josephme
Wright; an Ashvi igh Sch 1 teacher, and participants’ ages
ranged from tee: derly. Crocheting, knitting; painting, and
other arts were being e estly pursued by the class members.

One member of Mrs. “Ruth - Pope typing class
“secretary” for her group and wanted spe ) p learn t

¢ Mrs. Pope had provxded ooks and materials on

secreténal kills, Another has been promlsed a typewwriter by

her family o *‘does well” in the class.
A dinner table beautifully set-and pots bubblmg on the stov
m evidence in Mrs. Carolyn -Frazier’s home econom
..... :tw alan a nart-of the course.

| ARTS & CRAFTS CLASS FOR A




Newton principal of ‘Ahvﬁle Jr. High durmg regular 'sesswn 5 was ;
teaching a young man named Jimi Salazar in woodwork J.B. Hare
38

nd Susan Hyatt superv:se
Ie the parents ‘




g small children of the workers. Juay
y Weaver and Susan Hyatt supervise
youngsters while their parents are in

school, a nursery for the very small
handler Mountain Community Center
1taught by Mrs. Lois Russell and Mrs.
iandler Mountain School:
hrough 12 are taught by Mrs. Hoover
1,- Mrs. Betty. Robinson, Miss Diane
d'Jimmy Deweese, = - ‘




g

gHVq HEANASHO WVIO

"IS ®HL ££61 ‘TL AInr

AJIULDTL Y 4D ML O vavavss o

“Kell, Isabella Hazelwood; K

the play and take care of the

class.

At the Chandler Mountau

 children is operating in the (

and a pre-school class is . beir

~ Madolyn Burttram at the

Other classes for ages six
Rogers Mrs. Hazel Coffm

- Dodd, Nancy Yarbrough z
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through Title I funds
Education and

speak no en,
instances a“bl-hng ;

ftwo ‘eparate
school on the Mountain for- the
,chﬂdren and acaderm and

‘High School from
teenagers and ¥

* social work r for the.program.
‘the night classes ar compmsed
.of people. who (weather. and
available work permxttmg)
have worked a full day in the
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cience Can Be

Slster Flleen with Cathohc classes mcludmg carpentry,  Mr. and Mrs. Hoover Rogers,
"Charmes out of Gadsden, “auto: mechanics; welding, auto -tomato farmers themselve.
labl: K i provxdes asswtance thh the ‘body - repair, dressmakmg,f first became interested i
llable work permi mgi/ Migrant School program and cooking and arls and migrants long before the
‘worked a full day in the  directs lists of needs lo her. Each student may 51gn up fo program began, and were
orgamzatlon for fulfillment — two courses. called upon to help prepare the

as in the cases of need for The teachers, cooks, Jamtors application for the initial fun-
‘clothes. and food. Sister Rileen aides hue driver and anprial idina AF tha msnaram in 100070




. D w8 S - COINCIARS
to work with the migrants: io ‘with the need

 Improve their educational skills 4 with the

" The night &
: offered a var

; ‘reQuest‘ ,
rhen the chlldren come,

N CJP;fﬁr‘n‘e In The Nursery



— UL g acau,mu:u - 2318
vocational — and over 3 p’erio«d‘
of time and various schools and:
centers, to help them both learn
skills whlch ‘will " help
personally, and also glve

~ The night school students are - and service whzch the program ultxmate aim of g1v1ng them an
offered a varlety of vocatmnal provxdec; i L ‘optmn to igratoxjy‘labor,.‘

requesl ;
hat when the chlldren ‘come

ealth Dept

Indl;w,du;‘q‘l ReadlngProgram




