KILGROE FUNERAL HOME
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR;

NO. V_Z_Q_Z_S:—
yR._15

Name s _Floy L. Yorty Age 17 Color _wWhite Sex female
Pell City R-1, Alabama St Clai

Address v ’ County air Beat 10

Date of Death July 23, 195[@111‘ 6;45 PM Place _re8idence Beat 10

Marital Status __"1dowed

Cause of death _ ,DK___ R
Date of birth _9=13-1878
Father’s Name _Henry Oberly

Informant __Migs Bertha Crump

Physican M . G . N orre l l Addregs

Husband or wife of _Andrew Jackson Yorty

- Social Security No.

Veteran

Place Beaver Fallg, N, Vgeupation — Mysie Teseher
Mother’s Maiden Name ? Florida

Address . Pell City, Algbama
1716 _1st Ave N

Grave Side

Place of service Date 991y 25, 1956 Hour 11 AM
Cemetery _1OTEY Family Cemetery Minister __one

Shipment To or From . R. R.

Date of arrival or leave Hour Station

Clothing 13 Orahid Casket X A ak's Valt A F oottt
Hearse Grave setup Flowers Lamp Chairs

Door Badge _ Press Notice e Police escort Permit 7=20=56
Disposition of Clothing & effects destroyed

Delivery Home 120 Date Hour Place

Survivors none

Pall Bearers

Funeral Directors Embalmer L6
Burial Policy Numbers __2T0¥=-5ervice Purial & Vault
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Camp Rotary, near Wetumpka, Au-
Bust 7 through 11, The association -
will pay the fees for the week,

_—
Mrs. Floy L, Yorty
Succumbs

Private graveside services were
held last week at 11 5 m. for| ks
Mrs.  Floy L. Yorty, who i
bassed away at the residence of | B
Miss Bertha Crump following 4
fong illness, ’

Mrs. Yorty, a resident of pen
City, Route One, was 77 years old.
There are 10 survivors, Kilgroe|}
directed the service.

Boston, Mass, __ While a house. Z
holder was out clipping his hedge,
a thief slipped into his home and ]
clipped him for $227 Not only that,| @
but he locked the door after him
upon leaving and the owner had
to climb in through 3 window to
unlock the door.




' PELL CITY — His eyes reflect the
- image of an earlier era as he goes back
a century — maybe more — telling of
the once-thriving town that today-is
shadowed by neighboring Pell City.
_ The city Joe Black remembers 50
vividly is likened to that of an in-
dustrial boom town many may not

boundaries today. .
The area Black speaks of, lives in
and writes about was a populous town
that 'was once ‘a major resource
producer called Broken Arrow, later
known as Coal City. . ;
Originally named by the Indians for
a creek running through the small
village, i pically southern charm
still shines today. ,
Black sees that charm daily as he
ambles through its countryside,

recognizing the quality and beauty of

his surroundings.

admire a good quality tree and later
use one of its branches to make a
walking cane.

Black takes the piece of the wood
‘and uses its outstanding charac-
teristics to carve it and the handle, it
the d has a piece of vine wrapped
; it, he carves a snake winding to
the top. '

Altyﬁough'hifs carving hobby is a

time-consuming process, Black also

imagine- as they pass through its -

HE MAY 'STOP now and then to

finds time for his first love — history.

Black, who always has been “‘crazy
about history,” quickly found the more

" he learned during his early years, the

more he wanted to know — more than
what was contained in school books.

‘In later years, he began gathering
old pictures from his neighbors and
talking to “old-timers.” He soon found,
as he delved deeper into the place he
calls home, that his information could
be developed into a history of the area.

WITH THE assistance‘ of his

" daughter, the “History of Coal City”

was born, and Black emerged as

. somewhat of a local historian.

His words on paper come alive as he
reads aloud, pausing periodically to
relate the early stories of Broken
Arrow and Coal City.

He thumbs - through a stack of
photographs, most creased ‘with age,
until he finds the perfect example to

‘petter illustrate the subject of which

he speaks.

When he talks of sports, he produces
an early 1900s photograph of a ball
teamn. He then points out that the area
had several great sportsmen.

Eddie Martin played for the New
York Vankees, Darrell Pratt played
for the Detroit Tigers and Clyde
Warren was a 1925 All-American for
Auburn University. '

In the early 1900s, when coal was
king in the area, Coal City’s population
had ‘reached the 1,000 mark, while
nearby Pell City lingered at 400 and
Ragland at 600. S e

‘operating in the Coal City area at the

~ time — Coal Branch, Rutilie, Klon-

. was s
all day
it, and

'y fed ¢
*woul(
‘to b

dike, Cross-Eyed Seven, (zien Mines,
Dirty Dozen and Boozer.

With coal as the main income-
producer and employer, the town

thrived with four large two-level
stores, boarding house, meat markets,
pool halls, barber shops, jail,
warehouses, company offices ~and

THERE WERE seven coal mines

‘ho

us
s ¢

n
w
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Story and ph@fbs'

This basket holds many of the
Black has carved. On his f1
walks in the Pell City area, Bl
selected branches because ¢




d private homes.

sealls that Pell City residents
avel by hack to Coal City to
shopping. '
1.Gould had discovered coal
a before the Civil War, but it
ntil many years iater that the
was truly developed. During

DALY HOME,

Gould’s time, it was dug by hand and
hauled by wagon to the Coosa River six
miles away. :
Late in the 19th century, John
Postell built the East and: West
Railroad running through Coal City,

- which he later sold to Seaboard Airline

Railroad. ‘ :

~arol Pappas

" individaal characteristics. He then
‘ carves the branch into a cane, leaving
i the “personality”’ of the branch intact.

Clair

Talladega-Sylacaugs-Pell City Ala., Wednesday, March ‘31, 1982 — 5-B

's past

In 1890, Postell changed the village's
name to Coal City to perfectly fit St.
County’s coal-producing
metropolis.

And today, Coal City, though not as
active as it once was, is still a perfect
fit for one of its well known and long-
time residents, <“Papa Joe” Black.



COAL OTIY
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The presemt baptist church was bullt in 1905 and they now have 1L7

members in bheir churehs The Hethodist was also built in 1903 oy 190k,
The Yethodist Church was built tws years bafore the bapbist wes and the

methodist church was bullt two vears before the baptist was and the

methodist has about 19h ner

The first raiiroad was built in 1709 and 4t was the Bagbern and

Western which canme from Coal City to Talladeza, The Zastern and Westermn

*

gold out to seaboard, who conbtinued the 1line %o Birmingham, They called

their

%

they would carry coal %o Talladega,

drying out arcund 1915,

(=3

in 1919,

started drying dom, people sharted MOVING 2¥aY.

3

The St Clair Drive-In Theater was started in 1950 and was Finished
in 1951, The Tirst show was "The Steel Helnob, !
They used to have boarding houses and hotele above the viaduct,

Between Coal City and Ashville, they had "poor houses® for the neople who

couldn't nmake o Tiving for thessclves,

: . S — hor s T SO Jh g 5t gy Ty o v %
Hrs. gave the community the property 4o build & school in
-

. ' “ SE T PRV T,
so o Pell CF v owohools  The

Tirst school was a log

gt Church is loecated now,
hey bullt another school up on & hill bub it is now wrad downs  Ih burnt

dowun in 1952,



Coal City used to be called "Broken Arrow! and M01d Town, ! HWattsville

got its name from a man named Watts Brown and also Uy, Brown owaed the pogh

R S Y S ooy
A @ ALY 6L UB Te

uge e eall any secbtion of it Yattsville besanse it WAS
e

firsy Coal Clty and will alwsys remain so in our hesrie,

Laura Tsllison



INTRODUCTION TO TH¥ HISTORY OF COAL CITY

The eariy settlers, in this territory, earnec their living by farming.
At this time there was oniy one store in Coal City. This store was
owned and operated by mr. Rube Alverson. 1t was located at the "0ld
Boldin Crossroads™, which was nesr the present day crossroads. wr,
Alverson bought most of the farmers produce, which was transported oy
hérse and wagon to ureensport, wnere the produce was exported py way
of water’to market, '

Mr. Rube Alverson moved his store to Coal City and there wr,.
J.W. Moore joined him as a partner. .They started operating the first
coal mine in Céal City. After the discovery of coal this area was
later named "Coal City". Heretofore it had been called ®"Slope",
"mroken Arrow”,t01d Town and new Town/?

The first railroad was built in the 1800!'s. This railroad was
a Narrow-Gage, known as the East and West. This line ran from Rome,
Georgia to Talladega, Alabama. 1In the year 1889 1t was widened and
changed to a Stancard-uage railroad. The first train that traveied
this Lline was the "HOodlum". During World War II, The rails were
taken up and gliven to the Bynum éfdinance Depot at Bynum, Alabama.

The Railroad Company operated the largest coal mines in Coal
City, known as tne Seaboard Coal and Coke Comnpany.

Durkng World War 1, the Japanese owned and operated a portion
of tne coal fields. mwmr C.R. Faye, also operated under the name or
"yulcan Supply Company®, on & dirferent seam. mr. Watt T'. Brown was
the 1ast to operate a coal mine, since tne watt T. Brown operation
there has been very ilttle coal produced in Coal City.

The mining of Coal brought many new residents to Coal City.
At one time, the population of Coal City was 1200. Coal City became
a“Boom mining léewn

Several large =tores were vuilt in Coal City. Namelw, the Commisary,
Jerry Savage and sSons Grocery, and Mark Hamiltons store, which stiid )
estands today. Also there was a large notel and one boarding house.

The Heading willl was buitt in 1920, just as the mines were ceas-
ing to operate. ‘'he Heading mill was owned and epekated by Mr. W.R,
Lawley.

At one time there was plenty ot timoer in Coal City, but it was
consumed t0 repidly by the Wining, ueacing miil, and saw mill industries.
A.large portion of tne timpber has been cut and purned Ber charcoal.

There were two grammar scnoots in Coal City, each school had two
teaéners. These schools were consolidated and mrs. Bessle mooreg, a
very active citizen, gave the land where the present 4# Junior High )
School, now stands. The first teachers iu the new schooi were Mr. and
Mrs. Vickers. -

There are several churcnes in voal Clty: the Freewiil paptlist;
The wissionary Baptist, tne holiness, and the Methoauist. The Meth-
odist was established about 160 years ago. There have been three

shurches built on the same ground.
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Does “Thle Teka” mean
Mrs, E. A, Harris, of Bessemer, who grew up on Indian
legend and lore handed down by her grandparents from the
days Elijah Alverson came lo Alabama with Gen. Andrew
Jackson, would like to know.

“Broken Arrow?”

Elijah Alverson was Mus.
Harris’ greal-grandfather and
he settled in what is now St.
Clair County at a spot now
known as Wattsville, Ala.

Wattsville is abou{ half
way belween Asheville and
Wolf Creek (Alabama High-
way No. 53 and on fhe
Seaboard Railway) and once
was known as Bolton’s Cross
Roads.

On some of the Alabama
maps youw'll find the name
“Broken Arrow” Creek and if
you find others yow’ll find the

name Coal City for the area.

The community got the name, Cold City, when the black
mineral was discovered and mines were opened in the area.
But the name ““Broken Arrow,” so legend has it, grows out of
an Indian deer hunt.

A young brave was stalking a deer and came within arrow
shot of the big buck at the big creek. As the deer leaped into
the air over the water the bow string snapped and the arrow
plunged into the deer and brought him down. Bul the arrow
broke and the young brave shouted: “Thle Teka,” which Mrs.

‘take another long look al the

Harris always understood meant
that’s the way the story goes.
“IT IS STILL CALLED BROKEN ARROW
Harris says, “and the old church is still Broken Arrow Baptist
Church and belongs to the ${. Clair County Association.”
Elijah Alverson was buried in the old Methodist Church
yard al Harkier Chapel in lhe Wattsville area. Many of St.
Clair County’s first settlers were buried there. -
St. Clair County has some picturesque places for Alabami-
ans who like to explore for
half-hidden bits of history.
You can wander off the big
highways and find little coun-
try churches whose cemete-
ries carry old, old headstones.
Part of old St. Clair County
was added to Jefferson in
1820, just two years after St.

“Broken Arrow.” Anyway

CREEK,” Mrs.

Clair was carved out of
Shelby County.
Among  the towns, of
Course, are Asheville, Pell
City, TEden, Odenville, Rag-
KEITH land, Riverside and Spring-
ville.

1f you take a leisurely ride into St. Clair County one of these
beautiful spring ‘days, be sure to stop at Springville so the
children can see the big fish in the Spring Lake.

Before the hot days of summer I'm going lo make anolher
slow visit in and ali around St. Clair County. And I'm going to
Coosa River,

Che Birwin



INTRODUCTION TO TH® HISTORY OF COAL CITY

The eariy settlers, in this territory, earnec their living by farming.
At this time there was oniy one store in Coal City. This store was
owned and operated by mr. Rube Alverson. It was located at the "61d
Boldin Crossroads", which was near the present day crossroads. wmr,
Alverson bought most of the farmers produce, which was transported oy
hérse and wagon to Greensport, wnere the produce was exported Dy way
of watep)te market.

Mr. Rube Alverson moved his store to Coal City and there iir.
J.W, Moore joined him as a partner. .Tney started operating the first
coal mine in Céal City. After the discovery of coal this area was
later named "Coal City". Heretofore it had been called "Slope",
"Rroken Arrow",%01d Town and new TownZ

The first railroad was built in the 1800t's. This railroad was
a Narrow=-Gage, known as the East and West. This line ran from Rome,
Georgla to Talladega, Alabama. 1In the year 1889 it was widened and
changed to a Stancard-uage railroad. The first train that traveled
this iLine was the "HOodlum". During World War II, The rails were
taken up and glven to the Bynum éfdinance Depot at Bynum, Alabama.

The Railroad Company operated the largest coal mines in Coal
City, known as tne Seaboard Coal and Coke Company.

Duréng World War 1, the Japanese owned and operated a portion
of tne coal fields. mr C.R. Faye, also operated under the name of
"Yulcan Supply Company™, on 2 ditferent seam. mr. Watt T. Brown was
the tast to operate a coal mine, since the watt T. Brown operation
there has been very iittle coal produced in Coal City.

The mining of Coal brought many new residents to Coal City.
At one time, the population of Coal City was 1200. Coal City became
a“Room mining lewns

Several large stores were bullt in Coal City. Namelw, the Ccmmisary}
Jerry Savage and Sons Grocery, and Mark Hamiltons store, which stiil
stands today. Also there was a large notel and one boarding house.

The Heading wmill was built in 19920, just as the mines were ceas-
ing to operate. 'he Heading mill was owned and epekated by mr. W.R,
Lawley.

At one time thnere was plenty ot timber in Coal City, but it was
consumed %6 repidly by the Mining, ueacing miil, and saw mill industries.
A.large portion or tne timber has been cut and burned Bor charcoal.

There were two grammar scnoois in Coal City, each school had two
teaeners. These schools were consoiidated and mrs. Ressie Moore, a ‘
very active citizen, gave the land where the present g&¥ Junior High /
School, now stands. The first teachers in the new schooli were Mr. and/
Mrs. Vickers. -

There are several churches in yoal City: the Freewllil baptist;
The missionary Baptist, tne hWoliness, and the Methoaist. The Meth~-
odist was established about 166 years ago., There have been three

churches built on the same ground.



BY MATTIE LOU TEAGUE CROW

Take a good look at a map of St. Clair County. There’s a
spot in the southeastern section where numerous roads
cross and criss-cross many times. These roads seem to
have been made by a weary traveler who could nol make
up his mind in which direction to go and so meandered
back and forth, up and down, in and out. This is the town
of Coal City.

I had many times been to Coal City, but I had never
really taken a good look at the place until the spring of
1971 when I visited there for the purpose of gathering
information — facts — to be put on paper. With me that
day were two of my young grandsons, grubby little
inquisitive boys who considered a day spent in the country
with me a real adventure.

We drove up one road, down another, then discovered
we had back-tracked and were covering the same ground.

“So this is Coal City!” ]

“Where's the coal?”

Giggle — giggle...

“Where's the city?” Giggle — giggle — giggle...

The two had chattered away about the happenings of

their own boy world and most of the time I was in total
ignorance of what they were talking about.

“Well, this doesn’( look like a Coal City.”

“Looks more like some old town you read about in a
book to me.”

I had to agree. It was spring. The very air was like a
tonie distilled from freshly-ploughed garden plots — from
tall pine trees -— from the wild crab apple — and dogwood
and peach blossoms — from sweei shrubs — and from
unexpected clumps of wild honeysuckle. All this was
mixed and mingled with the bright spring sunshine.

Scattered up and down the numerous roads were old
houses, surrounded by majestic trees and old boxwood —
charming unkempt gardens. These gave the place a
quality of continuity from the days when white people
came a-pioneering and settled here. Along with the old
houses were neat new places, well-kept and beautiful,

We stopped at the cross-road store for the boys to have
cokes with crackers and potted ham — and for me to
inquire about directions, about old families and about the
early hislory of tne community. I soon learned that there

Continued On Page 5
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Does “Thle Teka” mean “Broken Arrow?”’

Mrs. E. A, Harris, of Bestemer, who grew up on Indian
legend and lore handed down by her grandparents from the
days Elijah Alverson came fo Alabama with Gen. Andrew
Jackson, would like to know. ;

Jolijah Alverson was Mos,
Harris’ great-grandfather and
he settled in whal is now St.
Clair County at a spot now
known as Watlsville, Ala, -

Wattsville is about half
way  between Asheville and
Wolf Creek (Alabama High-
way No. 53 and on the
Seaboard Railway) and once
was known as Bolton’s Cross
Roads.

On some of the Alabama
maps you'll find the name
“Broken Arrow’” Creek and if
you find others you’ll find the

name Coal City for the area.

The community got the name, Cold City, when the black
mineral was discovered and mines were opened in the area.
But the name “Broken Arrow,” so legend has it, grows out of
an Indian deer hunt.

A young brave was stalking a deer and came within arrow
shot of the big buck at the hig creek. As the deer leaped into
the air over the water the bow string snapped and the arrow
plunged inlo the deer and brought him down. But the arrow
broke and the young brave shouted: “Thie Teka,” which Mrs.

Harris always understood meant ‘‘Broken Arrow.” Anyway
that’s the way the story goes.

“IT IS STILL CALLED BROKEN ARROW CREEK,” Mrs.
Harris says, “‘and the old church is still Broken Arrow Baptist
Church and belongs to the $t. Clair County Association.”

Elijah Alverson was buried in the old Methodist Church
yard al Harkier Chapel in the Wattsville area. Many of St
Clair County’s first seftlers were buried there.

St. Clair County has some picturesque places for Alabami-
ans who like to explore for
half-hidden bits of history.

You can wander off the big
highways and find little coun-
try churches whose cemete-
ries carry old, old headstones.

Part of old St. Clair County
was added to Jefferson in
1820, just two vyears affer St.
Clair was carved out of
Shelby County.

Among the towns, of
course, are Asheville, Pell
City, Eden, Odenville, Rag-
land, Riverside and Spring-
ville.

1f you take a leisurely ride into St. Clair County one of these
beautiful spring. days, be sure to stop at Springville so the
children can see the big fish in the Spring Lake.

Before the hot days of summer I'm going to make another
slow visil in and all around St, Clair County. And 'm going to

KEITH

‘take another long look at the Coosa River,
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BY MATTIE LOU TEAGUE CROW

Take a good look at a map of St. Clalr County. There’s a

spot in the southeastern section where numerous roads -
cross and criss-cross many times. These roads seem to

have been ‘made by a weary. traveler who could not make *
up his mind in which direction to go and so meandered
“back and forth 'up and down; in and out. This is the town

of Coal City.
I had many times been to Coal City, but I had never

really taken a good look at the place until the spring of
1971. when I visited there for. the ‘purpose of gathering. -

‘mformatxon — facts — t6 be put on paper. With me that
day were two of my young grandsons, grubby little

“inquisitive boys who considered a day spent in the country

with me’a real adventure.
-We drove up one road, down another; then discovered
we had back-tracked and were covering the same ground.
“Sothis is Coal City!” . .
‘‘Where’s the coal?”
Giggle — giggle...
““Where’s the city?” Giggle — giggle — giggle...

The two ha‘d chattered away about the happenings of ;

thexr own boy world and most of the time I was in total, :
ignorance  of what they were talkmg about.
: his doesn’t look like a Coal City.”

more like: some old- town you read about m a

“ Lhad to agree Tt was sprmg The very air ‘was lxke a’

toni - distilled from freshly-ploughed garden plots — from:. :

tall pine trees — from the wild crab apple — and dogwood
and peach blossoris — from sweet shrubs — and from
unexpected clumps of wild honeysuck]e All -this was
mixed and mingled with the bright spring:sunshine:
Scattered up and down the numerous roads were old

 houses, surrounded by majestic trees and old boxwood —
: Lharmmg unkempt gardens. These gave the place a
+quality of continuity from the days when white people

came a-pioneering and settled here. Along with the old

" houses were neat new places, well-kept and beautiful.

.We stopped at the cross-road store for the boys.to have
cokes with crackers and potted ham — and for me to -
inquire about directions, about old families and about the
early history of the community. I soon learned that there

Continued On Page §




PELL CITY — Hxs eyes reflect the
- image of an earlier era as he goes back

a century — maybe more — telling of .

the once-thriving town that today is
shadowed by neighboring Pell City.

The city Joe- -Black remembers so -
vividly is likened to that of an-in-
dustrial boom town many may not
imagine as they pass through 1ts :

boundaries today.

The area Black speaks of, lives in
and writes about was a populous town
that ‘was  once a -major resource

producer called Broken Arrow, laterf

kmown as Coal City.

Originally named by the Indians ;for ‘;

a creek running through the small
village; its typicaily southem charm
stﬂl shmes today ,

Black sees that charm daﬂy as he
ambles. through its countryside,

recognizing the quality: and beauty of

his surroundmgs

HE MAY STOP now and then to‘

admire a good quality tree and later

use ‘one -of “its: branches. to make a

walkmg cane.

Black takes the plece of the wood‘ ‘

and uses -its outstanding - charac-
teristics to e it and the handle,

the wood has a piece of vine wrap d

around; he carves a snake wmdmg to

Although his carvmg hobby is 3
tnne—consummg process, Black also

' finds txme for hxs fu'st love — history.

Black, who always has been ‘‘crazy
about hxstory,” quickly found the more
he learned during his early years, the

~more he wanted to know — more than

what was contained in school ‘hooks.

talking to ‘old-timers.”” He soon found,
as he delved deeper into the place he

calls home, that his information could
be developed into a history of the area.

WITH THE assistance of his

daughter, the “History of Coal City”

was born, and Black emerged as
- somewhat of a local historian.

His words.on paper- come alive as he
reads aloud, pausing periodically to

relate the early stories- of Broken

Arrow and Coal City.
He thumbs - through a stack of
photographs; most creased with age,

~until he finds the perfect example to ‘Q
better illustrate the sub]ect of ‘which

he speaks.

When he talks of sports he produces
an early 1900s photograph of a ball
team. He then pomts out that the area
had several great sportsmen.

Eddie Martin played for the New
York Yankees, Darrell Pratt played
for the Detroit’ “Tigers  and Clyde

'Warren was a 1925 All- Amencan for

Auburn Umversxty

in the early 19005 when coal was
king in the area, Coal City’s population
had 'reached the 1,000 mark, while

nearby Pell City lmgered at 400 ‘and

Ragland at 600.

. time — Coal Branch Rutlhe Klon-

lt’ and

‘dlke, Cross-Eyed Seven, Glen Mines,

Dirty Dozen and Boozer.
With coal as the main income-

producer -and employer, the - fown
thrived with four large two-level
stores, boarding house, meat’ markets,”

In later years, he began gathering pool halls; -

“old pictures from his neighbors and

barber shops, jail,

‘warehouses,

THERE WERE seven coal mines.
- operating in the Coal City area at the

company offxces and

-houses

Black
used to
do thei

g Wiﬂii
inthee
was ne
Tesour

‘Story and photos by

'y fed &
"woult . This basket holds many of the can¢
“to b Black has carved. On his freque;

_walks in the Pell City area, Black h:
~selected branches because of the
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own

- ! (ontmued From Page 1

surely had been many. mterlockmg “romances’’ here in by
gone days for it appeared. that a goodly number of .the
rnhabltant

“connection.” One of the boys asked, o

. ‘‘Whyis this place called Coal Cnty"” e

To which the store-keeper replied, .

“Son, back in the early 1900’s thls place sure enough
. looked Tike a Coal City.” =

Ant then to my delight and to the fascination of two .
curious little boys, the history of Coal Clty unfolded. Facts

which I jotted down as he talked were later verified from
“recordsat the court house at Ashville. Mona Black Scott

also added interesting information which she had learned

from her parents. These facts she assembled and worked

- into a five-scene tableau which was presented by the -
- students of Coal City School on Thursday. night, February

8, 1973. Mona dedicated this historical drama to her
pzilrelr;ts J kph E. and Orene Thornburg Black. Joseph
Black was

‘was Ragland until she married Mr. Black.

The store
-~ John Bolton brought his family here where he entered four

- “Forties” and built a log house. Mr. Bolton found his
wooded . rolling. dcres by following a Creek Indian trail

which began in Ashville (Cataula) and ended at

Cropwell on the Coosa River. -Another Indian path crossed
this trail at Bolton’s cabm ngmg the place the name:
- Bolton’s Cross Roads. '
.This second trail went from Bolton s southeast six miles
‘tothe river and westward over the mountain to the
Friendship community. The later portlon of the old road

has long been abandoned but the one going to'theriver isa.-

well—traveled ‘black-top - The  Indians - were: natural
engineers and ‘many of our present-day roads follow
rather closely the paths they made in early days.

_Commissioner’s: Court-Records at the court house at

Ashville show that the road from Ashville to Bolton’s

. Cross-Roads was widened and improved and authorrzed

“‘as a public thoroughfare in1839.

The same year.the Federal Government estapusnea a .

post office for the community with Francis Barnes Walker
as the postmaster. Prior to this a member of the neigh-

- borhood walked over the mountain to Ashville to get the
mail;

There are many legends -about St, Clalr County place’

names. After the Treaty of Fort Jackson in 1814, the In-
dians were ordered across to the east side of the Coosa.
The belligerent ones were forcefully removed but many
Creeks who fought with Jackson were allowed to remain

- and they became friendly helpful neighbors to the settlers. .

. . Onelegend relates that a number. of young men of both
races were hunting on John Bolton’s land when :they
spotted a big deer drlnkmg at the creek. An Indian boy
raised his bow and let an arrow fly; bringing the deer

- down. The animal fell into the creek. As.the boys ran to
‘retrieve the kill, the young brave shouted, ‘“Thle Teka,”

-as he pointed to the arrow-which had broken when it en-
tered the deer. Thus the white boys learned that ‘‘thle

~teka’ was Creek = language for - “broken “arrow.”

" “Thereafter the stream was known ‘as “Broken Arrow’

. Creek.” When the post office was established in the home

of Mr. Walker whose cabin was near the creek, it became

" Broken . Arrow Post. Ofﬁce
More people moved into the area surroundlng John
Bolton’s acres. Soon there were, in addition to homes,

= schools and churches. The oldest church inthe communhy

.was founded in 1829 or 30 by David Harkey and is today the

Sastive Harkow’s Thanal Mathadict [Mharnh - T anntad me

ere either ‘kissin’ kin- or had a family :

rn and reared. in Coal City. Orene Thorn-.

-keepers story went back to the 1820's.-One

“he entered military service

College and one-tlme presxdent of the Alabama
Association of Secondary Prinicpals, was a student at‘
Coal City ngh

“The school also. produced some outstandmg athletes.

Eddie Martin began his baseball playing career here. He
- went on to the big leagues and played for the New York. .

Yanks. Darrell Pratt played ball for the school, helped.to -

organize Coal City Mining Ball Club, and later played with
the major leagues. After finishing school “at Coal Cxty,
Clyde Warren made All Amerlcan with Auburn’s 1925
football team.

“‘But’ why was the name: of this town changed from
Broken Arrow .to Coal City?”

. Years before the Civil War an Enghshman by the name '

of William Gould entered land in the Broken Arrow
commumty Having coms 'frorn the coal mining area of

Newecastle in England he was aware that there were
veins of coal on his land. He: managed to mine a small
amount which he hauled by ox wagon six miles to the river
and from there it was floated to Selma or Wetumpka by

" flat boat. Thus he was busxly occupied throughout the war.

Soon after: the war, George Washington Daugdrill

there from Demopolis, Alabama. Mr. Daugdrill,
graduate of old Howard Coll ege in: Marion, served in the

Confederate Congress untll near the end of the war when . .
and fought under JEB. -

nt the Daugdrill fortune. The

Stewart. With the war
oney he had and all that he could

small amount of mon

Arrow. The family brought their French furniture to their

~purchased land at Broken Arrow and moved his famlly ,:k o

“borrow he put into the coal mining business at Broken |

newly built log home and Mrs. Daugdrill, who was a *

musician of note; entertainedher nelghbors by playing for
them: on her rosewood piano: Oneof the Daugdrill

daughters was married to Alonzo Embry of Talladega o
‘another to John W. Moore of Pell Cxty

-In 1883, the Daugdrills sold their mining - mterests to

John Postell. Mr. Postell was a promoter for sure. He'soon™ =
had a rallroad — the East and West — a narrow affair:

called’ the “Hoodlum” = “running from ~Cedartown,

Georgra to Broken Arrow. It was he who changed the :

name of the town to Coal City as he thought that a more
~appropriate name for an up and coming mining town.

Later, the East and West was sold to the Seaboard Airline; -

it was: converted to a standard gauge, and extended to Pell
City.

With the advent of the rallroad Coal City became a rip-. .

roaring boom town: In the early 1900’s it-had the largest -

population of any town in the county — 1200. There were
four coal seams going full blast. They were called the Coal
City, the Dirty Dozen, the Broken Arrow, and the Marion.

From six to seven hundred miners were kept busy — time
and over time, "

The town, comprising a mile radius from the old Broken, :

Arrow Bridge, was incorporated in-1910.- About-one-half
mile from Kiker’s Camp on the mountain two iron ore
mines were opened. This brought more people to the
already overcrowded communtiy. Thomas  Berry, a

brother to Miss Martha Berry who founded the famous

Berry School at Rome, Georgia, was superintendent of the -
iron mines. Sixteen year old Cliff Barber was one of the .
more than one hundred miners there. Thei iron mmes were :

in operation for about eight years.

‘Now the commumty had a big warehouse, barber shops :
a commissary, a livery stable, a number of stores; and-a -

‘pool hall. Soon a new jail had to'be built - and two.
policemen, Joseph Egbert Black and Lee Sheffield,
worked around the clock to keep law and order. Arch:e

Qaviarna nnd Dah Dandd wara hietr i Tnatieac Af tha Dasna




poles.
Early members were ‘Charles D. Alverson, R M.
Alverson and is wife Elz;e Charles Alverson and his wxfe

" that of a gypsy ch ;
when the’ chxld dxed and Chesley Alverson gave ‘per-

eland for this church, Durmg
sa school as-well as a Imeeting

ithin the boundary of
s Chapel ‘Congregational
y John Pope Shileh Baptxst

' ‘the Guldmg 1gh Ba
‘All this talk abou shurches let to a questlon from one of

ds go.to. school?”’ And we
fe of this commumty there .

omesxte Robmson Sch

e next, Rowe School near -
1ty School on. the hill

‘The Coal Cxty School buxlktkl
~grades. M. A. Vickers was the fxrst prmcxpal Joe Black

~and_ Inell Savage were the last ‘two to graduate in

¢ a feeder school for Pell Cxty
ngh Coal Clty H‘g School sent out:some young people

- Mrs. Louia Alverson’s ommodi

ion m Alabama. Herbert .

story hotel was buxlt ac

a boarding house for the 3
“ One of the two Carroll. Alversons (“long” Carroll) was

~ proprietor oft he livery stable which rented buggies and :
- two-horse rigs, called “hacks.”’ Thxs was an early version

of today’s * You-Drive-It Carroll“ was an: en-.

‘terprlsmg young man who bro ght the first chain driven.

auto buggies to this country. The. two which he kept forf'_ .

~hire in Coal City were the pride of the town.

Somewhere near the Edward Layton. homesite and the
Siloh Baptist Church were located the famous coke ovens.
They -were in constant operation, belchmg forth evil

‘smelling; lung choking black smoke.

The social life of those days consmted of concerts at the ‘
school, church socials, dinners at the hotel, and joy rides
through the scenic hﬂls and to the river. The town had

“three fraternal organizations: Order of the Red Men, 0dd

Fellows, and Woodmen of the World. Of the three of the
Order of Red Men was the most active. They built Red

Men' Hall, ‘where all three organizations held their

meetings: There was a school on first floor of the Hall and

~‘community socials were often held there. This Order was

‘very active in the State of Alabama and was the oldest
 patriotic and beneficial fraternity

“origin. It traced its lineag

1763 whose members dxsgmshed as In

: / Barto?

purely American:

ell known St. Clair. County pro ote‘ ‘ ,
n Pope S Chapel ‘Road

“in 1911 and again in 1919, The town’s name was legally
,changed to Wattsville to honor Mr. B ¢

As we left for home one f.the

The Old Coke Ovens In Coal City
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