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PRELUDE

This sketch of a charming gentleman, who obeyed
the Biblical injunction to build upon a rock, was
. written for newspaper purposes, and is necessarily
brief and sketchy.

Nonetheless, it is to be hoped that this story car-
ries at least a meager glimpse, of the vision turned
into reality, by a distinguished citizen, who as the
years roll onward rightfully enjoys the contempla-
tion of his handiwork, as he does the chaste love
and abiding affection of a pleased peoples.

CLYDE W. ENNIS,

(June, 1936).



HON. SUMTER COGSWELL AND HIS SERVICE
AS FOUNDER OF PELL CITY, ALABAMA

N a blustery March day in 1890 a young man about 29 years of age
chanced to be en route to Talladega and was to change trains at
a place known as Pell City. The name Pell is one of great honor and
distinction coming from the widely known and distinguished Pell
family of New York City. The young man was a guest at the Corpett
House operated at that time by J. C. Cornett, the father of Pat and
Hardy. Looking out of his window the next morning the young man
wasg so impressed with the natural beauty of the countryside and it
reminded him so much of the “Blue Grass” country of Kentucky, that
he was interested. The young man, who is still young after a fashion,
was Sumter Cogswell. From that first morning impression was born
the jdea of building a town which has been nurtured for over 46
years and which has become increasingly interesting and dear to the
puilder of this city from its swaddling clothes to its present place of
importance and value to St. Clair County.

When the youthful traveling man first gazed upon Pell City it was
scarcely more than a wide space in the road. For his vision in dream-
ing a city and for his subsequenrt devotion to all things designed to
advance the welfare of this community let all praise be accorded the
founder of the town.

Three railroads met in Pell City during that period. They were
the Georgia Pacific, now the Southern Railway System; the E & W,
now the Seahcard Air Line, and a line called the Coosa Valley Railroad,
with a line beiween Pell City aud Talladega, Ala. Young Cogswell
was standing in the mud waiting for his train which was to carry him
to Talladega to call on A. J. Savery. He was unable fo dismisg from
his mind the place called Pell City so when he reached Talladega he
called on Thomas S. Plowman, president of the First National Bank,
who seemed to be in knowledge of the facts about the place. Plow-
man refused the eager youngster an option on the property which he
wag informed could be bought for $70,000, and which consisted in the
original survey of 400 acres of the choice land. Mr. Plowman was in-
terested in disposing of the property but this matter of an option to
anyone was something else again.

Enlists Chattanooga Friends

Dreamily recalling the first days of hig interests here Mr. Cogswell
leaned back in his favorite chaijr in the Union State Bank and related
that he went to Chattanooga and consulted a famous auctioneer—
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T. A. Frierson-—who was noted for his uncanny sales ability and pro-
motional genius.

“Frierson told me to get a two weeks’ option on the property and
‘we can sell it’,” said Mr. Cogswell. “And I again wired Mr. Plowman,
who reluctantly gave us two weeks. Within ten days we brought to
Pell City a group of prospective huyers among them being Melford W.
Howard who afterwards was a member of Congress, General W. H.
Wilder, and others, including hankers and leaders from Chattanooga.
The place was a forlorn picture I must admit. But in those days we
had youth, enthusiasm, courage and faith—all priceless things when
it comes to construction. The home of the Probate Judge was lo-
cated on the present court house site and he was Judge Abner Lacey.
The home of Col. M. B. Spears, a distinguished citizen, was a log house.
There were no streets, no alleys, in fact little of anything to impress
visitors, but eventually we sold to Col. Howard and General Wilder,
the Pell City Land Company, owners of the 400 acres of land for $50.000.
And Mr. Plowman seemed to be delighted with his bargain. At that
time we also sold many individual lots and tracts proving the ability
of my friend Frierson.”

North Alabama Booms

As Mr. Cogswell now points out, at the time this first definite
step was taken towards building a town all of North Alabama was
booming. The active sections were Birmingham, Anniston and Ox-
anna, the two latter cities now being one. It was a matter of com-
parative ease to interest investors in Alabama properties and soon
the buyers of the first 400 acres organized the Pell City Iron and Land
Company. This concern built the first soil pipe plant in the southeast.
The plant sprawled all over what is now the principal business area
of Pell City. It built houses and started manufacturing but the panic
of 1897 came along and it was not a great while until the little com-
munity was in the throes of a desperate battle for itg very life.

Cogswell in Louisville

“In 1892 I was a special agent for the Insurance Company of North
America and Pennsylvania Fire in charge of Kentucky and Tennessee,”
Mr. Cogswell continued. “And 1 had no oceasion to hear from Pell
City. T saw no one from here but I still had a lingering affection
and interest in this garden spot. For three years I remained there
and was somewhat tired of traveling. When it is recalled that travel-
ing in those days was a real job and without comforts as compared
to the present, one will understand that after so many years anyone
would tire of that work. So I opened an office in Memphis with five
states under my direction. Having then reached into the thirties I
thought it was timely to marry so on February 27, 1900 I was happy
to be married to Mrs. Lydia Elizabeth DeQaris of Memphis. At that
time my earnings were very high but I moved to Atlanta where 1 be-
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came the general agent for Manhattan Fire Insurance Company with
jurisdiction over 13 southern states. This was in the spring of 1900.
The company Wwas officered by distinguished and honorable men, in-
cluding William Rocketeller, among others, but the insurance business
then was not what it is now s0 in 1902 the company liquidated.”

pell Gity Recalled

Tollowing the lhiquidation of the company Mr. Cogswell decided
once and for all that he would give up the insurance game and devote
the remainder of his days, perhaps, to building an alert community
on the ruins of Pell City. During the snterlude nearly all buildings had
purned. Many individuals owned the properties jncluding the Hercules
iron Company for which a young lawyer named Louis J. Brandies of
Boston was trustee. He is now an Associate Justice of the U. S.
Supreme Court. The pell City Land Company had been sold for $850.
Later on Mrs. Cogswell purchased srom Justice Brandies 50 acres of
the Hercules holdings which has proved & very wise investment.

$3,000 Buys a City

After negotiating with Mr. Plowman again the pell City Land Co.
holdings were acquired by Mr. Cogswell for $3,000 which consisted of
the principal acreage on which Pell City has been built. Wwith his
pride and her two children the budding city builder reached his future
home, Pell City. on September 7, 1901, practically ten vears to the day
from the time he first gazed out the window trom the Cornett House
on what has hecome a community of delight to its populat'xon. The
new owners stayed at the Cornett House No. 2, the first hetel having
peen burned, which was located near the sntersection of the three rail
roads. That gecond hotel is now the premises occupied by Lee's Gro-
cery Store and the temporary offices of the county officials. There was
one Erocery store in Pell City but Mr. and Mrs. Cogswell, taking no
chances, brought with them perhaps & greater amount of groceries than
the entire stock of the small store. At that time there was no high-
ways, the principal artery of travel being the road from Eden to
Cropwell to Talladega and Anniston. Subsequently the leg was
straightened out and the highway now provides motorists with 2
straight line from Eden to Pell City to Anniston.

Court House Built

Losing no time Mr. Cogswell started out to put something over.
The Constitutional Convention provided for the establishment of 2
court house On the south side of the mountain in order to accomino-
date citizens of this section and eliminate the long trip to Ashville.
pell City, through the efforts of its residents and others, won the
jocation by 600 votes. Mr. Cogswell donated to the county Block 26
of the city for the court house and it was built in 1902 remaining as
originally constructed until a Federal grant coupled with funds from
st. Clair County resulted in the complete rebuilding and moderniza-
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tion of that structure. At that time the population of Pell City was
precisely 42 persons of whom seven left. Mr. Cogswell and his family
made five so the net loss was only two persons making the census
figure definitely 40 persons.

Labor Conditions
The man who toils today is far better off, naturally, than his fel-
low of that era, Mr. Cogswell says:

“A day’s work could be had for a gallon of sorghum. And it is true
that many were eager to work for this trifle and apparently they got
along after a fashion. In those days there seemed to be greater self-
reliance and determination to make one’s own way without any aid
from governmental agencies. Naturally everyone helped his unfor-
tunate neighbor just as we have done lately and will continue to do
as the occasion arises. '

“As the court house was being built we also started the Pell City
Manufacturing Company. George W. Pratt came here and he was in
touch with the Draper and Howard Bulloch interests in New England.
Pratt was a man of great sales ability and after some months of ne-

gotiations he succeeded in getting the Draper auto-loom interests and
the Howard Bullochs together. And there was begun the construction

of the first saw tooth cotton mill in the South. This was in August,
1902. Mr. Pratt was in charge and I was one of the direciors. In the
interests of the town I donated a site of 150 acres to the company
containing a spring with a flow of over 2,000,000 gallons of fine water
per day and that supply is still being used.

Something of the Mill

“The mill brought the first substantial influx of new residents.
The company built homes and started off well. The mill was then and
continues to be a big asset to Pell City and is truly appreciated as a
good citizen and neighbor. The mill was quite successful for in 1917
we paid approximately $750000 in excess profit taxes; in 1918 we paid
$1,000,000 in excess profit taxes and in 1919 $1,125,000 was paid in
excess profit taxes which may be considered a very substantial tax
donation to Uncle Sam. The plant was capitalized for $500,000 but its
earnings were far far in excess of its capital but in the fall of 1919
the property was sold to the Avondale Mills which are the owners at
this time. In 1907, to revert a bit ,it was found expedient to secure the
services of a man skilled in the manufacturing business for while Mr.
Pratt was in many respects a genius his greatest ability was that of a
salesman.

“The man selecied was Thomas Henry Rennie, who came here in
1907 and remained here until March, 1936, during which term of of-
fice he made an outstanding success of the Pell City mill as testified
to by the best textile experts in this country and by the earnings cited
in the foregoing paragraph. The reputation of denims made here was
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soon nation wide and little trouble was subsequently encountered in
selling the local products.”

Forms Local Bank

Realizing the vital part banking -fécilities play in a growing town
Mr. Cogswell was interested in founding a bank and it came to pass
that the Bank of St. Clair County was organized with Mr. Cogswell
as president. The bank was the first successful bank founded in
St. Clair County and was located where Fowlers Store is at this time.
The first directors aside from Mr. Cogswell were: McLane Tilton, E. J.
Moutz, Arthur Draper, J. Fall Roberson, J. H. Moore of Coal City,
Frank Holland Lathrop of Riverside, and L. Cook. In 1912 Mr. Cogswell
was succeeded by McLane Tilton during which year the present build-
ing was Dbegun and completed. Tilton was president when the name
was changed to the First National and later due to the disinclination
of local officials to obey resented instructions from John Skelton Wil-
liams, comptroller of currency, the name was changed to the Union
State Bank of which Pat Roberson is now president with Mr. Cogs-
well remaining as chairman. Thisg bank has weathered every financial
storm that has developed during its more than 35 years of existence.
Not one penny has ever been lost by a depositor. No run has ever
been experienced and the bank has always met every obligation and
is naturally a source of consuming pride to Mr. Cogswell and his
younger associates.

Public Duties

In addition to looking after his own wide interests and promoting
in every way the progress of Pell City, rendering aid to all worthy
causes, Mr. Cogswell has not denied his services, his courage and con-
servatism to official places. He wag elected a commissioner in 1904
and served for eight years. He devoted his every possible energy to
building adequate roads into Pell City. He succeeded in providing the
so-called Pell City short line which was in effect straightening out the
road which led from Eden to Cropwell and into Talladega and Aunnis-
ton. Now the highway makes a direct route tc Pell City and Anniston.
Mr. Cogswell is state director for the Bankhead Highway and is a
life member of the United States Good Roads Association and with
other officials of that potent organization has served with distinction
in promoting the construction to permanent highways into every corner
of Alabama and into other states. He is at this time as devoted to
that high service as ever and never permits anything to keep him away
from the meeting of that organization.

Through his instrumentality and hard work Pell City was selected
as one of the principal points on the Bankhead Highway which was
built through Pell City and is credited with being one of the finest
super-highways in Alabama if not the South. Just now is being con-
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structed a new road from Vincent to Pell City and to Odenville which
will add to the network materially and is another item encouraged
by Mayor Cogswell.
Services as Mayor

Col. N. B. Spears was the first mayor but the chief municipal bet-
terments have taken place under the administration of Mr. Cogswell.
He has always been a member of the city council and has served twice
as mayor. The first time in 1903 and subsequently he was named
mayor in 1926 and has served since that time. During his administra-
tion a water system was constructed by the city costing $56,000. The
supply comes from Dunlap Spring and has rated 100 per cent in purity
by the state health department every time examined and that is three
or four times every year. The water rates to domestic and manu-
facturing consumers is very Iow, yet the city has been able to liquidate
all of its bonds when due and the water system is held to be in ex-
cellent financial shape. The water system was built in 1927,

As a Churchman

During all the years Mr. Cogswell has labored for Pell City he has
never lost sight of need for cultural advantages. He is a communi-
cant of the Episcopal Church and has encouraged the organization ané
development of every church constructed here, having donated a site
for all local churches and contributing in every helpful way towards
their growth and development. The same is true of schools for under
his administration the Pell City grammar school! was built and has
earned a reputation of being one of the best schools in St. Clair Coun-
ty. Mr. Cogswell also was helpful in locating the high school here
and perfecting its highly efficient original construction.

Late Developments

Late developments in which Mr. Cogswell has taken his usual lead-
ing part was the construction of a modern sewerage system which was
built during the Spring of 1936 and was accepted by the Mayor at a
meeting of the city council Monday night, June 1st. This modern sys-
tem which provides sewerage facilities for the entire city north of the
railroad was built with a Federal grant and part financed by the city.
It is expected that the debt will be liguidated over a short period of
time from funds secured from a small service fee which is apparently
agreeable to every citizen of Pell City.

Family History

Mr. Cogswell is No. 2442 of the Cogswell in America. The pa-
ternal ancestor of the family came to America in August 301 years ago
from Bristol, England. He settled and later died in Ipswich, Mass.,
in November, 1669. This man—John Cogswell—was the father of eight
children. The boys established homes of their own and the immediate
ancestors of Sumter Cogswell settled in Charleston, S. C., where the
father of Pell City’s mayor was an honored and distinguished citizen.
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During the War Between the States it was his firm of DPublishers—
Evans & Cogswell, who printed the bonds and the money for the Con-
federate States. This plant wag moved to Columbia, S, C., in fear of
Sherman’s advance, but it turned out out that Columbhbia was the ob-
jective of Sherman 50 the plant was burned. It wag re-established later
as Walker, Evans and Cogswell, angd Mr. Cogswell’s father continued
in that work until his death in 1902 or one year after the younger man
came to Pell City to begin the construction of what will always be hig

der distinguished service,

Peli City Now
Pell City today is continuing its conservative march towards greater
achievements lying 37 miles east of Birmingham and 28 miles from
Anniston. It ig traversed by the main line of the Southern Railway

through the city with connecting service over the Seaboard Ajr Line.
The city is near the main 22 inch transmission line of the Southern
Natural Gag Company which carries natural gas from Monroe, La, to
Atlanta. Thig fuel is available for use in Pell City for manufacturing
purposes when and if needed. 'The city has also transmission lines
of the Alabama Power Co,, which reach out in every direction from
Pell City with rural lines with an abundance of cheap electric energy.
There is nearby the Roberson landing field for airplanes, while hunting
and fishing is cloge by in abundance. Recreational advantages are
numerous and extensive while the city is surrounded with agricultural
interests which feed into Pell City an increasingly large volume of

- farm income.

Over 10,000 bales of cotton are produced annually within ten
miles of Pel} City, while the county’s coal, iron, wood and farm prod-
ucts serve to brotect Pell City from any serious effects of depression
years which has proved so devastating to other less fortunately situated
Communities. Situated on & river, which is rare in Alabama fop an in-
dustrial city, this community possesseg that among natural advantages
and it is confidently believed with the coming of inevitable river im-
Provements that the proximity of the Coosa River will be of special
value to thig city.

This Envisioned
It is more than likely that some of these advantages and develop-
ments were visioned by this young insurance salesman when he looked
over the countryside that epochal morning when he Was en route to
Talladega. At any rate Sumter Cogswell as he notes with increasing
pride and gratification the onward march of Pej} City, may fee}] that



and countryside. Years ago, Mr. Cogswell said “Pell City with in-
vigorating and health giving climate, with her competing railroads, with
electric energy, with iron, coal, lumber, cotton, and natural gas, and
paved highways, presents the ideal place for the building and opera-
tion of almost any industry. Its untapped labor basin present abundant
labor at fair prices and of high efficiency.”

This then is the story of a young insurance salesman and the
dream which he made come true. The story of the building from the
grass roots of a sizeable and important city. The work of one person
who is so inseparably linked with a city as to make his name synony-
mous with that of the city. A man whose name is always called when
one speaks of Pell City—Sumter Cogswell.

McLane Tilton's Tribute
McLane Tilton, who was for so long associated with Mr. Cogswell
in the operation of the Union State Bank, recently authored an article
about Mr. Cogswell. After paying him high praise and tributes the
eloguent, dashing and debonair Tilton said that were he accorded the
distinction and privilege to write an epitah for the distinguished found-
er of Pell City it would be:

“His Life all good,
No Deed for show; no deed to hide,

He never caused a tear to flow
Save when he died.”



CITY OF PELL CITY

S B FERAY 1208 FIRST AVENUE, NORTH ALORBERR
] W  PELL CITY, ALABAMA O o
Ly Atiocpay 5 A . JAMES 8, BMITH
- . , ‘ : : JOE W. KILGROE

s ; ; ‘ ; ,f . A. E. NIXON

June 2, 1969

¥r, Tatum Bedaole
Kinsten, 4labama

ear B U

I did not see 8 copy of the newsletter sent out by Congressman
We Lo Dickinson but it mpst have been quile interesting snd I
would like s copy of it, “ o :

Isam enclosing excerpts from a 1ittls book entitled "A Pen
Picture of Pell City and Sumter Cogswell, The Builder® which
tells that Mr. Cogswell paying $3,000 for the holdings of Pell
City Land Co, which consisted of the principal acreage on which
Pell City has been bullt, T am swe thet this is the information
refsrred Lo in the mewsletter. We do not have the liitle book
but have been sble Lo borrow ope and copy it for our records

and for the 1@%@.3&&%@yg

We trusi %&i@ information will be h@lyfﬁi 10 you,.
m Yours truly, .

%@%ﬁi@ E&@%ﬁ Glark
Gty of ?ﬂ&l City

Dear Vadams

E *Waﬁ% you f@m sending the booklet on your City last

" June 24th, Death in ny family kept me from giving your
the information you degired, The newsletter congressmpan
Dickinson sent m% iz encloged for your information as 1 do
not need it now but would like to have it after you finish
with it as Iywiii vrobably need to use it in connectlon with
a Tuture story. ‘

oA Tatum Bedsole
Kinston, Alabama3bis3 ~







Cogswell Deed
Clears Way Forr :
Water Tank -

Condemnatlon proceedmgs
- against the estate of the late
Lydia E. Cogswell, for: the
purpose of securing property on
Water Tank Hill for the addition
of a.second city water tank,
were dropped by the City of Pell' ,
City this week, after, it was
learned that the property would '
be given to the city. -

The action by Elizabeth C
Starnes, executrix” -of . . the
Cogswell esfate, came in re-
Sponse’ to  moves stemming
from-last week’s 'city - council
meeting in which the council
. voted unanimously - to - direct
City Attorney- Billy Church to
launch ‘condemnation proceed-

" ings against the estate. -

In “a deed 'signed by Mrs.
Starnes and delivered this week
to the City of Pell City, all rights
to a 100-fool square piece of -

. property adjoining Water Tank
Hill were ‘relinquished to the
city “in memory of Lydia E.
and Sumter Cogswell” both
deceased. The following state-
ment lS extracted from the‘

Cdeed. 7 7 !

o ‘Now therefore in consxdera-
. tion “of ‘the premises and in .
¢ consideration of and.concern for
“the welfare and pmgress .of the. -
-City of Pell Cily, Alabama, and
its citizens and in memory of
Lydia E. and Sumter Cogswell -
the undersigned pursuant to the
" power and authority in her
vested by the terms of said Will;
does by these presents. hereby
s give, grant and convey....the .
{tollowmg described. property T
“The - deed:™ was " ‘exécuted
etfectlve the 28th day of May
1976 L . !

K

'> e ot

) OBSERVER Pell Clty, Ala. June 3, 1976
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Who’s Who
Pell City ,

By Edmund Blair

THE HON. SUMTER COGSWELL
MAYOR OF PELL CITY

Sumter Cogswell was born in
Charleston, South Carolina, on
September 1, 1861, the son of
Harvey and Mary Cogswell, de-
cendants of an old and distin-
guished family.

Asa boy Mr. Cogswell was
educated in private schools of
Charleston and later attended
Charleston College. Following
this Mr. Cogswell served an ap-
prenticeship in the Walker,
Evans and Cogswell Lithograph-
ing and Binding Co., his father
being one of the firm Incident-
ally this company was establish-

ed in 1820 and is still in opera-

tion,

At the'age of 23 Mr. Cogswell
decided to go into business for
himself, starting as special agent
and fire loss adjuster for the In-
surance Company of .North
America, with headquarters at
Louisville Kentucky. later go-
ing to Memphis, Tennessee, as
general agent for the Globe Fire
Insurance Company. R

In the regular course. of his
business Mr. Cogswell . was .on

his way to Talladega to’, estabyly
lish an agency cthere “for hislp

nections for Talladega "and 4

ell,Gi.tyﬁ.:_he'_ijed_‘t_aﬂ;oad

" Continuing on to Talladega the
- ~next day he met Mr. Tom Plow-

man and inquired who the town|

~forced to speid-the night~here"

Ft bl Ae

—-

~ and jail,

BUARI ) ¢

3t Clair oy )
g Nov. g 193é
p,

of Pell City: belonged to and was
informed that the Pell City Land
Company - owned it -and was
anxious to sell.
Secured a two weeks option and

later sold to Mr., Milford W-

Howard, G. N. Henderson and
others, who had the town site
re-surveyed, several houses buijlt
and among other things the first
soil pipe plant in the South,

During tbe panic of 1903:04.05
the Pell City Land Company
was foreed into receivership as
was also the Hercules Pipe Com-
pany. This plant was removed
to Anniston and was the first
soil pipe plant erected in that
town, and now Anniston en-
joys the reputation of manufac.
turing more soil pipe  than any
other city in the world.

-In 1901 Mr. Cogswell moved
from Memphis to Atlanta and
again passing through Pell City
he looked from the window of the
train to see what progress had
been made since his experience
here and there appeared nothing
from the train toward building a
city. Mr. Cogswell decided to
move to Pell City and bought
the town from the receivers
with the exception of the Her-
cules Pipe Company, which he

bought from the Hon. Louis D,/

Brandeis now a Justice of the
United States Supreme Court.

About this time an agitation
was started to have a court
house on the South side of the
mountaic, which is the geogra-
phical divide of the County, and
sorrounding towns, Eden, Crop-
well and several other places
were bidding for the site, Mr.
Cogswell threw in his influence
and in an election held Novem-
ber 6, 1901, Pell City was select-

ed as the site for the new court|.

house and jail. Mr. Cogswell
then donated Block No. 26, the
present site of the court }'xouse

(Mr. Cogswell also donated the

- land for and promoted and built

ontinued on page2) -

Mr. Cogswell
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.| the Avonda]e Mills Company in

_jwith three - chivldren‘,
' Elizabethi 4nd Mary,

Who’s Who In Pell City|

(continued from page 1)
the Pell City Manufacturing
Company and served as one of
its directors until it was sold to

1919, i

Mr. Cogswell was elec ted
Mayor of Pell City in 1903 ang
has served several terms, hold-
ing that office at presen t, and is
a candidate for reelection on the
19th of this month, without op- |-
position. Duriog his administra-
tions many publie improvements
have been made, among them
being the hard surfacing of the
Bankhead Highway through Pelj
City and the erection of a mod-
eran water works system.

Mr. Cogswell was president of
the Bank of St. Clair County
from 1903 to 1913 and since that
time has been Chairman of the
Board of the Unijon State Bank,

In February 1900, Mr. Cogs.
well was married to Mrs. Lydia
Elizabeth DeGaris, in-Memphis,
and this union has been blessed
Isabell,

' 4 J. A, and
J. . DeGaris being Mr. Cogs-

well’s step-§ons.




. Freedom Of The Individual Win
Perish The Day That Freedom
POt The. Press Ding”

By Edmund Blair

P VAS YOU DERE, SHAR
b And if you wasn't at the Sunday
opening of the Black and White
you missed a real event, the kind
af thing that can't possibly hap-
pen again in our county for many
many moons. There was a lot of
ur good friends that you per-
haps hadn't seen in a long time.
There was sort lights and music
made by Ye Oly Music-Master
rank Miller and Lewis Simpkins
and the glorious voice of Mos.

‘o Play At
allo Friday

lormance. Although playin
a broken hand, Captain
Turner turned in a fine g
work including a block pun
in tha fourth period. It
like the Panthers would
#ain as a result of the pud|
the Oxfurd line led by
moore, 3 220 pound guard

aily s'welelegant building that
fJack Cling has lubored so lung 10
~get ready 1or that big day. There
iwas ole’ Jack in person, grinning
from ‘year to yonder' and bacic
was his fine wile
but best of all there was a
complete corps of goud cuuks in
dhe kiwchen who served up food
L tor a kung, yeah, any king,
fxthe 1ood was the best of alf ang

down. Norman Smith, R
zier. Ed Walker and Ja
led a hard charging line,
the fast Oxford backs unde
trol except (or one or twi
sions when they got insi
locals 35 yard line. The &
had plenty of help from D
mas, ‘Mancha’ Whitten, ‘Hg
Kintberley, Wardsworth

AN INCIDENT of the Black
gand White upening was Walter
BPhillios. His wife being out of
town, Walt went duwn, a loner,

have his dinner. He ran a
itchen in the army, plans a cafe
ight here in Peil City just as
goon as the new Wilkins build-
fes near Wasson's telephone
Btompary is finished. Waiting to
Ee served Walt's experienced eye

Id him that Jack needed help in
he kitchen and without waiting
f2° €at he volunteered his services
nd worked until nearly closing
Efme helping to keep the orders
going out in a hurry.
OTHE Thing., Most
You have hkeard Mrs, Luay
nes sing by now and I'll bet
04 are like me, wondering why
t lady don't get on the air and
e Money with her wonderful
phoice. I don't lay any claim whaz-
€ to being an expert on voices
singing, but I think you will
€e with me that she was ‘it'.
e sings any type of music—

The sccond pass was:
when Vaughn intercepted
ford pass and was stopped’
visitors 45 yard line. P
liams who got anothez_'
nut of his system, pick
first down with a 12 ya
through the line. Bob
for betler than 20 yards 3
passed o Williams for
wuchdown. Smith’s @
<ick for the exira poin
wvoss-bar and  the sco
wor for the night.
vick in the Oxford bac
. Blakemoore, GrizzZhg
Jvodman in the line -
aan, end, stood out for th

The game at Montevall

ELLQO THERE all you bache-
girls, Is you ‘ail ready fo'
ia Hawking Day, comg next
‘day, November 97 It's a con-
fak, Youall bachelor gals
has to kelch yo' a man to

are let down an Sadie Haw-

Day. This i THE une day 1

o wals can dol He was the first olocted Mavar |
= St nan

— S

e Pell City ;
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ill and confined

September 1.

He served a; mayor of Pel}
City for more than 14 Years, did
not offer for the offica at the last
city election because of advane-
ed age. He also served several
terms on the city council, was a
member of the St. Clair County
Court of County Commissioners
for two terms and while in this
oifice was instrumental in build-
ing some of the first roads in this
county, was at one time the Re-
publican candidate for Lt-Gov-
ernor of Alabama,

He was a native of Charleston,
South Carolina, a member of one
of the oldest families in the na-
tion. Born just after the ou:-
break of the Civil War, he lived
as a youth during th, terrible
re-construction days in the hot
bed of the Confederate States,

Known as the ‘Father of Paijl
City,” Mr, Cogswell first visited
this town in 1896 and secured a
short aption on what is naw Pell
City and brought a group of peo-
ple herg and sold the property
at auction. He went back to ais
insurance business in Chattan-
ooga, was back here in 1801 ana
found the city ‘dead’ after the
expiration of a short ‘boorn.’ He
rebought from a Boston firm
controlled by the late Louis D,
Brandies, a former Justice of the
United States Supreme Cours:,
He established residence here in
that year.

Setting out to build a city, he
organized the Pell City Manu-
facturing Company, now the A-
vondale Mills. established thia
Bank of St. Clair County, nsw
the Union State Bank and induc-
ed business men o settle here,

MAYOR SUMTER COGSWELL
DIES AFTER LONG ILLNESS

Funeral Services To Be
Held Friday 10:36 4. M,

Pell City and the entire community
Thursday morning by news of the death of Mayor Sumter
Cogswell at his home in Pell City. Mr.
to his home for more than two years when
death came at 2:35 3. m., Thursday. He was 85 vears old

PELL CITY, ALABAMA. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 194

Vets To Give Away [Dig Down Deep No
New Automobile  [For Our Couc..; G
At Monday Drawing |Annual USQ Drive

The Pell City Post of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars have as-
sembled the biggest list of valu-
abla prizes ever to be given away
in this county for their big Ar-
mistice Day drawing to be held
on the courthous, square Monday
afternoon from ¥ until 4 p. m.

A new almost-impossible-to-gel
1946 Ford car heads the list of
prizes. Next is a brand new Fri-
gidairy electric refrigerator and
a Frigidaire eiectric range, both
cqually as scarce as the new car,
Some lucky people are going ta
win.

To swell the pot, Pell City
merchants and business men have
donated 43_other worthwhile
pieces of merchandise that in-
cludes of all things, nylon hose
and lard, another pair of items
that have been almost’ history
for the past few years.

Veterans of the local Post of
VEW have besn waorking hard
selling tickets for this event for
many weeks. Their work has
been voluntary in their deserved
efforts to build a new home and
meeting place hery in Pell City.

The Armistice Day program
will consist of band music and
possibly public speaking in addi-
tion to drawing for the big prizes.

Among the prizes to be given
away are tubes, thermos jugs,
smoking stand, pillow cases, sev-
eral cash prizes in amounts rang-
ing from $1 to $5, Reynolds
Racket pen, minnow pail, framed
pictures, flour, pocket knife, light

Let's dig down deeper aga;
and get St. Clair's 31300 quo
for tha United Service Organiz:
tion's drive to give our boys .
the service the comforts of hom

The war is over and victory
ours--but we have more than
million soldiers serving overse
making the victory secure, Ler'
help the USO to make them
‘home away from home' by driv
ing to our small quota in a hurry

Joe W. Kilgrog of Pell City
who headed the most of ou
counly’'s war ‘hond drives, ha.
been appointed county chairmar,
of the USO. The drive start.
Monday and lasts ong week. The
service men and women in for-
eign lands needs our help now--
the samg as they did before the
firing ceased.

Mr. Kilgroe said the county oc-
ganization had heen formed with
the following appointed to serve
as community chairman; J. D.
Abbott Jr., Easonville, R. C. Mec.
Lain, Acmar, James A. Bukacek
Riverside, F. W. Jackson, Watis-
viile, J. T. Newton, Branchville,
Rev. Oscanr Mitchell, Chandler
Mountain, W. D. Buckner, Moody,
Miss Amanda Funderburg, Crop-
well, Miss Sara Polk, Cook
Springs, Miss Ruby Beason, Fuz-
geson, B. J. Gambrell, Pisgah and
Londan, D, J. Bartlett, Qdenvills,
J. A. Byars, Avondale Mills, R, .
A. Sansing, Margaret and L. c..
Smitk Jr., and Heflin Smith, Pellj
City,

Was saddened early

Cogswell had been

from growing " He also called
the turn on thy World War I1
“A general Burdpean war is in-
evitable," he saig “And we are
bound to by drawn in sooner or
later for reasons of self defensa,”

Mr, and Mrs, Cogswell donat-
ed land for Poll City schools and
churches many years agoe and
they recently decded the site of
the oht Peil City News building
to Ben M. Jacobs Masonic Lodge
where a Masonic Temple is to be
constructed

Ha was a member of thy Epise
copal church and a life member
of Ben M, Jacobs Masonic Lodga.

Funeral services will be held
Friday morning at 10:30 from
Kilgroe's Funcral Chapel. In-
ternment will be in Vailey Hill
cemetery, Cropwell, Rev, J. L.
Oldham  will officiate; Ative
pallbearers will pe Joe Lewis,
Dr. U. C. Martin, G. C. Waite,
Curtis Adkins, E. . Bukacek and

Love,

Before his death Mr. Cogswell
had requested that ne flowers be
sent to his funeral, but that such
money as would have been used
to purchas, flowears be given to

College Enroliment

Ben M, Jacobs Masonic Lodge bulbs,_ anti-freeze, 'cnffee‘ ciga\.--
to be used in the Lodge’s build- | ette lighters, gas, oil, an electric )
ing fund. heater and many others. [n Stcrte Recxched

There is a limit to the suppiy
of tickets and if you don’t have
any, better get a supply before

He is survived by his wifo,
Mrs, Lydia E, Cogswell, two sons

New High Record

Righter Cogswell, Chattancoga, Enroliment in Alabama’ col
and Juck DeGaris, Pell City, and they are all gone. leges has reached a record fig-
ure of 23,632, of whom more than

three uaughters, Mrs. H, O, Star-

nes, Pell City, Mrs. Dean Davis, | t. Sol Willin ham
Charleston, S, C,, and Mrs, Char-! CCIp <

les Balof. Scottsboro, Ala. and ]Received Decoration
.

one brother, Col. Julius E. Coz:
well. Charleston. S, C. -IFor War Work

half, or 15,402 are veterans, ac-
cording to figures from the E-
mergency Committee on Higher
Education. Of the total number| "
enrolled, 23,332 are whita and |
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City was survevea ana

Pell

/

10- Ei — BAILY HOME, Tailadega- Sylacauga Pell City, Ala,, Wednesday, Februarv 9, 1983

...t_ ice

By MARIE WEST CROMER
PELL CITY — The Bard of the Avon
is often quoted primarily because the
succulence - of ‘his’ writings have left
little to be said on-any subject.
- Take for instance, ““A rose would
smell as sweet by any other name,’

which, by the way, is'a good lead-in'to

this story.on Pell City.

And, the moral of the story (given
here at the beginning) is that neither
towns nor babies should be:named
after a “living person. Wait until death
has laid ifs hands upon the individual
to be honored, and the grave has closed
his mortal: career. This is insurance
that the final chapter of a person’s life
ends as nobly as it began.

Pell City was surveyed and
established by charter on Oct. 28, 1887,
after three railroads built a joint depot
at the location. George H. Pell,
president of the East and West
Railroad; Judge John W. Inzer, at-
torney and director; and John Postell,
general manager, named the town
“pell City.”

George H. Pell came from a family
- known and distinguished in New York
- City. His flamboyant 'ways .and
. mesmeristic powers had reached into
- the pocketbooks of Wall Street. At one

time he was a power in this land.
How the illustrious developer and

~financial Napoleon fell from such a
“lofty position is. unclear, but as
- reported in a Birmingham newspaper
- on June 5, 1904, “George H. Pell served
“two terms in the New York peniten-
“tiary after Pell City’ was established
- and named.” -

Pell’s reported chicanery and

- mampulatlons had overtaken him
 before the grave closed the book on his
 life, and, further reported back in 194,
- “For this part of its early beginning
. the Pell Clty of today is not to blame
- and there is not a taint, nor a stain
-upon this goodly and progressive

of the countryside whlch reminded him -
of the “Blue Grass” country of Ken- -

tucky. From that first impression,
Cogswell’s dream of building a town
was born.

At the time of young Cogswell’s visit,

- Pell City was still a widé place in the -

road where three railroads met. They
were the Georgia Pacific, East and
West and the Coosa Valley, which ran
between Pell City and Talladega.
Unable to dismiss from his mind his
impression of the site, Cogswell called
upon Thomas 8. ‘Plowman, président of
the First Natlonal Bank, when he
reached Talladega. Plowman was also -
president of - the Pell City Land
Company which owned the town of Pell
City, consisting of 400 acres.
Plowman was interested in selling;
Cogswell asked for an option.
Plowman refused. To sell was one
thing, but the matter of an optlon to
anyoné was something else again. .
Undaunted, Cogswell sought -the
advice and service of an out-of-state-
auctioneer, secured his two weeks
option, and the Pell City Land Com-
pany was sold to the Pell City Iron and

Land Co. for $50,000. Cogswell and his -

associates set about having the site re-
surveyed, streets laid out 'and several
houses built.

Cogswell would later build hlS home
at 1801 2nd Avenue.North. They then
brought in the town’s first industry, the
Hercules Pipe Co., the first’ soil pipe
plant to be erected in the South. The
town took off. Soon there was a general
store, a blacksmith shop, a Post Office:

and a saloon.
"~ Then came the panic of 1893-95. The

Peil City ‘Iron and Land and . the
Heércules Pipe companies we forced
into receivership. Cogswell moved to
Anniston, along with the plpe com-
pany. Hercules would later enjoy the
reputation of being the largest center
for soil pipe manufacturing in the

A3 3 Aavcneeall mnccing thranch

strumental iri the promt)tion of severa
sub-divisions, .and: was ‘one of th
town’s most public. spmted an

leading citizens..

In 1901 an election was held to locat
a courthouse on the south side of Back
bone Mountain,. which is th
geographical divide of the county. Pe]
City, Eden, Coal City and Riversid
entered into competltmn to have th

- ‘courthouse located. in their respectiv

towns. After a heated campaign, Pe
City won by a ma]orxty of 600.
‘The courthouse was completed i

© 1904, but due to opposition from th

uorthem sectxon of the county, coul
sessions were abohshed in Pell City

. They were re-established in 1907.

Oogswell Martm Kﬂgroe, Starnes
Robertson, DeGans Moore, Mays an
mary others were mst'rumental in th
town’s early development and growth
Many were honored by having street
and sub-divisions named for them. ;

-Back when Pell was sitting on hx
pinnacle of wealth-and success, th
town was formed.. But had the jok
adage (moral of this story) beel
adhered to, Pell City would more tha:
likely be Cogswell Alabama, today



OT1S H. PERRY 1908 FIRST AVENUE, NORTH ALDERMEN
EDWIN HOLLADAY PELL CITY, ALABAMA mtfmﬁ.‘é mu
City Attorney - ; JAMES §. BMITH
BETTIE SCOTT . g JOE W. KILGROE

Clerk : : . A. E. NIXON

Mr, Tatum Bedsole
Kinston, Alabama '

Dear Mr, Bedscle:

I did not ses a copy of the newsletter sent out by Congressman
We L, Dickinson but it must have been quite interesting and I

would like a copy of it,

Inam enclosing excerpts from a little book entitled "A Pen
Picture of Pell City and Sumter Cogswell, The Builder" which
tells that Mr. Cogswell paying $3,000 for the holdings of Pell
City Land Co, which consisted of the principal acreage on which
Pell City has been built, I am sure that this is the information
referred to in the mewsletter. We do not have the little book
but have been able to borrow one and copy it for our records

and for the local library,

We trust this information will be helpful to you,

Bettie Scott, Clerk
City of Pell City

Dear Madam:

1 thank you for sending the booklet on your City last
“June 24th, Death in my family kept me from giving your
the information you desired. The newsletter congressman
Dickinson sent me 1s enclosed for your information as I do
not need it now but would like to have it after you finish
with it as I willl probably need to use it in connection with
a Tuture story. ‘

j-' &
LSS Tatum Bedsole

Kinston, Alabama36453
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SUMTER COGSWELL
IS CITY BUILDER

Paper Commends Native of
Charleston.

DEVELOPS PELL CITY

Moving Spirit of Industrial Cen |
tre in Alabama—Sketch of |
Career, i
}

Sumter Cogawell, native of tCharles-
ton but mow a resldent of I’ell City
Ala,, 18 featured this week in the Ulr-
mingham Ledger as tha bullder of
Pell Clty, a theiving Industsinl erntic
of Alabama, Mr Copswells first en
terprise was the location there of o
cotton mlll plant, costing $1,000,000
He is also presldent of the Dell City
Realty company and cloacly nllied
with many other businesa enterpsises
The Cogswell family in Charleston i
well known, The subjett of the
sketch was taught first by pelvato
tulors and later attended the Collego
of Charleston, e has been u 1e8l-
dent of Pell Clty since 1900 Tho
Ledger says. .

“Pell City, Aln, nwnes {ts exiutencol;
practically to one man, Sumter Copx-
well, & SBouth Carollalan by bitth
Mr. Cogswell was born In beautitul
Charleston-by-the-beg wn  September
i, 1861, the jenr that the Souths
traglc stiugglo of four jenrs was in-
sugurated, Mr  Cogsawell, who 8}
from one of South Carolinn's mosl]
prominent families, feil thes call of
the builder within hliwwelt, and In
1800 he puichased what {s now known
ay Pall Clty, Aln, That was Iell

tCity's real beginning Mr Cogswell,
with & keen anrd eomprehcnsivo
vision, began to construct,

*First, he lownted in thnt town &
$1,000,000 cotton snlil, Hut ho didnt
stop there—Iin fact, he never han
stopped nince the day he first started
Pell City. By good bhuslness judg-
ment aud Hberal treatment ha has ab-
JSained, from time to time, o nunmber
of other succesaful manufacturing en-
terprises, which hatve accomplished
wonderful things In the way of build.
ing up and developing St Clair
county,

*Mr. Cogsvwell 19 now presldent of
the Pell City llealty company, I
chalrinan of the board of directora of
the First Natlonal bank of I'ell City
and ia a director of tha Iejt Cliy
Manufacturing conipany, Mi. Cogs-
welt hts been honored in muny ways
by his fellow townsmen, as hae haa
been mayor of tha ecity and president
of the achool donrd. In ths latter
work he gava freely of his time and
services and did much tn promote
good government and educalion in
Pell City.

“Mr, Cogswell ia nlso prominent in
frateinal ciicles  le i o member of
tha Masonic lodge of I’ell Clly, of the
Elka lodge of Momphis, 18 honoruiy
member of the lloon-lloo, No, 33, of
Maniphie and a member of tha Inde
_pendent Order of 0Odd Iellows, ht
Clair county, Uonl City, Al Jlo wae
sducated at Charleston, R ', under
private tutors and alto allended the
Collega of Charleston, one of {he
oldest and most highly rated collegea
{n the South,

“S8ince 1000 ho has devoled himselt
to the upbullding of Peil City and St
Clair county wilh great suciesn  lie
has glven ltbejally, wold at 1easonuble
prices and discharged Lho present
gain, all for the purpose of laying the
foundation for the atrucfure that hs
is now engagod in completing

1t may be truthfully sald that for
character and ability, honosly and
intelligence, wmobrioty and iIndustry,
fairniss and eneigy, unthusinam and
confidence, charily nnd  kinduesy,

achlevement and determlantion, Mr,
Cogrwell’s 1prn1d in unnaralalad in
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PELL CITY, ALAB

MRS. COGSWELL DONATES
GROUND FOR SCHOOL BLDG.

R e )

*

‘Mr. John R. Dyke Calls on Citizens of~ South
St. Clair for Their Aid Toward Erecting
| a Stone Building

The heavier the burden the
greater the reward.

- To the people of South - St
Clair County, Greeting:

We, the Board of Education,
of St. Clair County have located
"the ground upon which to build
the High School for South St.

Clair County. Now.to' get this
school your representative had
ta pledge that we would furnish
the ground on which to erect the
building and play ground to the
amount of five acres,. which  ig

the amount the State requires|

for accredited high schools.

Mrs. Sumter Cogswell has
come to our relief and donated
' & beatiful plot of land contain-
ing the required five. acres.

Now it isup to the citizens of

South St. Clair County to. erect

the building whichis to be 'of|.

stone

Now it will cost 50 or 65 thous-
and dollars to complete this build-
ing, We haveto get up half of
-this money and I'will be to see

< you in a few days to solicit -your| -

" . denations to be used in the érec-
" tion of this high scheol bmldmg

. Weare going to try to erecta
bmldmg that will be a_ credit to

- -the people of South St Clan-,.
:Coupty.'end that will- show tol
... the wm-ld at large- that 'we bes|

ieve 1}1 an;: educated people and
: me tbagﬂf)qgurgr en etxons ean
I poInELta With ¥ r; '
"broua that their apcestore “erec-
" ted this bmldmg, 0 .whxcb -they:

:..can comie, and&eeek ‘knowledge
- that they cannof be " robbed of.

twwe

'teachere in; this ‘ingtit tion.: w;ll .
dren put in their care. Honesty

- honest - of - purpose, honest of
'duce an mtelhgent and an/ ef-
Iﬁc;ent people ey

_plant bring forth good~ ~fru1t in|

-every. nook and corner ‘of . South

‘home in-the southern part-of the

‘he donates will be

- who donate'd

Pes

IR

We hope and trus‘t-“that the :

Y :
take- pnde Jﬁ teaching’ ailf-chil-
and Efﬁcxy_hcy, Honest .of heart,

Words and honest of: actxon with-
the wisdom’ of- mdustry ‘will pro-

e

Now we hope td" e tfns httle -

St. Clair County
Now we' aim té v151t every'

county and givéleach and every |
one an equal opportynity to help .
on "this .school dullamg Tt is|
our intention, - and our right. for|
future generatlons to know ‘who
gave them -this bylldmg and]
g’rounds Consequencely, eaeh
person’s’ name and.:the . amou

be; ggst red\o
a-book-and? when! hei*'bu ldmg
is completed itwil ;pub‘xshed
in The Pell:Cj News .showing
hxs great cause.
Now; 'hopm};.tha“t ‘oné and. all
will lom in ‘and,. 8ayy-y. Y1, will
help,” and. whensejeryone. puils
together it makes the wagon go.|
Look for me, I vﬂllt be there o
Your hux’nhle ‘servant, :
' i —John R Dyke !

el rmg? Naogho
ey

et 1189

Sebt.
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FOUNDING FAMILY—Sumter Cogswell and Lydia DeGaris Cogswell are credited as being the founding fath
and mother of Pell City. Sumter married Lydia, a widow with two sons in 1900. Sumter also had a son, Righter, fro
a previous marriage. The couple later had three daughters together. The Cogswells are pictured with their famil
(front row, I-r) Isbclla Cogswell, Mary Cogswell, Sumter Cogswell, Lydia DeGaris Cogswell, Elisabeth Cogsw:
(standine n front) and Julian DeGaris. (Back row, 1-r) John Annesley "Jack" DeGaris and Righter Cogswell.

Classifieds Get Results

Copy your black and white
photgraphs. Most copies look
better than the original. Reduce
or Enlarge Photos.

Dreon’s P.C. Tek-Neks

YELLOW BIRD—The first car in

Pell City belonged to Jack and

Julian DeGaris. The car was affec- 38- 7 96 2

tionately nicknamed the 'I',Yellow

Bird" by it’s proud owners. Pictured .
with the car ig an umidentified friend 1704 Cogswell Ave. Pell City

of the DeGaris boys.

The Citv of Pall Citv



10— DALY HOME, Tauadega-Sylacauga-Peu City, Ala., Wednesday, Februvary 8, 1984

Or, she may be driving a 1969 an-

tique Pontiac - in mint condition, Ip
either vehicle, she ig recognized hy
many.

happens; no one will say tha
year-old woman shouldn’t pe driving
-anyway,””: she said. - . L

Elizabeth Starnes is the only sur-
viving child of Sumpter Cogswell,
founder of pe) City. S

move ’mefrom Pell “City. An my
friends are ‘here,” she sajig.

Elizabeth ‘M'cB'ai_n' and ' Sumpter
Cogswell to he born in Pejy City. She
had three older brothers and sisters.

The Cogswells moved to Pell City i

the year the Civil War broke
out. He was hamed for Fort Sumpter.
the engraving and chography
- firm of Walker, Evang and Cogswejl
was founded in Charleston,
They sold it last Summer after

: 5%
LYDIA ELIZABRTY COGSWELL
STARNES

L e PsL
; ~ars0n the Syste
comparec:-] Bank of North Brcans
fre ddition, Collins spent gan
' Service on the USS Battless’
“missicn in Mobile.

. AUBURN (AP) — 4 plant

Pathologist saig the federal bap on

EDB (ethylene dibromide) as a soil .ol

pesticide “could mean a “qgmgle;euguth,

change in the ay ¥° Collins has been

T wodge deRlel ithco the Talladega

“associated wi : ©be

E Commlsslon" 5 a m

In Albertville, he was a
the Albertville U‘é”

Fiome ot

“Ltry td get o‘ixtkearly, S0 if anything
i t.an 81-

“Ilove this town, Why, no one coulq

Elizabeth was the only chijy of Lydia -

is a lifetime member . fegsfg; Itg nema
T I-lll(;dtasga Motor Sports Hall of Farii : .
a s

ember o

University of Alabamg. .
Elizabeth fipgt taught school gt
eny'gh.When her and di

year, because there was g shortage of
teachers after the war. I ended up
teaching 19 Years and retiregq after 25,

years of teaching,"’ she said, .

“Ifirst met Orr in the third grade, I

N could cost farmers millions

canker in Alabama Soybean fields hag

only added to the problem, he sajd.
Most Soybean varieties “that are

¥




25 town founded by her father

think, when he asked his teacher to Hardware now stands,” she recalled.  peter's in Cropwel.”” '
pick him up by the hair of his head. He She and her son moved in with her | “Pye just about dropped out of
~wanted to show how strong ‘he was.  inother at the ngswell,homeat;mm .everything else these past ten years. -
And she did it. And I remember he Second Ave. N. in Pell City in order Tve found that we get mellow as we get
‘came to school one day with his hair that she could help care for her Older, and I just love people. I love to
uncombed and the teacher told him if  mother. e erne. ¢ f1Ave them visit, and I just wish hap-
- hedidn’t comb it the following day that “I'm the only surviving member of ‘piness for everyone.” =
“she would . . . infront of the class. And ~ Pell City’s St. Mary’s Episcopal - Asignhangs on the front of her door
she did. I don’t think Orr liked school “Church, which once stood across the = which reads something like this: “Thig
after that. He owned the old Pell City street from the Peoples Bank,” she home is open to sunshine, God’s love, .
Supply Company. where Gossett = remembered. “Now I attend St, Simon . and friends.” : :

Vocational Education Week proclaimed in St. Clair County
ASHVILLE — St Clair ‘County  public vocational education the special week with an open house
Commission ~Chairman James, programs.” . Monday through Friday, Feb, 13-18,
“Slgirley,’:f Satterfield has proclaimed Thﬁredare more thanzl,ooodstudents from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. REEE
Feb. 12-18 as “Vocational Education  enro ed "in ‘vocational e ucation : o
Week in St. Clair County.” * programs offered by seven schools in FSlg)ecgalﬁprog;a;ls will be presented
S e the St. Clair County and Pell City ~ ©€0. 13 from 69 p.m, with students
 Following the proclamation signing School Systems, = ’ demonstratlpg occggatlonal “gkxlls.
Diremony, St. Clair County Vocational ~ Programs are offered in the high  Instructors will be available to discuss
Director E.L. Bass said that “The Schools and the Area. Vocational  ©ach of the school’s 13 instructional
cultural and economic welfare of the Center o youths and adults with Programs, and a drawing for door
citizens of our county as well as the conrses designed to prepare these ~ Prizeswill be held at 8 p.m. that night,
economic future of our businesses and - persons for more than 17 occupations, Parents and other interested people
industries, to a largg extent, depend The - John Pope Eden Area are urged to visit the school during this
upon the,opportu_nities;offered through  Vocational Center will participate in special week, : L :

Secretarial role
challenged
NEW YORK (AP) —
“The traditional role of the
secretary as one who types
and gets coffee is being
*hallenged every day by | B
he ' potential of the | &
wtomated office,” says a

-

{ "No Prepayment Penal

# *No Employment Checks

“'e University [|§ *Previous Bankruptcy - No
. n,.ﬁbf* S~ W ';”_, .
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nhe sgate of rlabama,
=t , Cclair county.

witnesseli., wWhniees, the undersigned, J. T Eall is Justly

X

indebted to Lydia = Cogswell in the sum onf One hundred and Twenty Five

nollars ({L25. OO) for rent of sertain Lonses 51tuuted in the town of Fell
city, viz, one restaurant ou11d1ng known a8 the HbP Jaok bumldlnw and one

residence bulldlng 1n the - towh of fell tlby occupled by the %aad J. D; hvll

et e e e i &
——

¢

during the year 1905‘ How, tnelef@meg in order to gay off and dlSPhHT”P
seid 1ndehtedne%q or as much thereof as the sai& Eydla R. Cooswell may rest-
ize therefrom, I hereby hafgain, sell trensfer end convey unto the said
Lydia T, cowswell, all nmy right, and ¢laims in and to a certain claim ant
suit now in coufse of adjustment aﬁd prowing out of a suit now pendlng in
she United utates Qourt at Birminghem and in the Circuit Court at Pell City
vierein the underéiwned-J D. Ball is pleintiff and the Southern Ra17Wuy von
‘pany; geaboard Alr Line Railway L@mpany tlompany, Northern Alabana Co ‘
[ e

Tron & Rellway JOompa any, bast & Viest WuLlﬂngduompany and Bﬂfmlnwhqm & A%lah—//\
-L-‘l

tie Railroad Company are defendautan and lhe said Lydla[po»sweTl 1s hereb; / i
, 5
Jﬁlly amth orlzed to collect recelve ahd ;ecelpt for anj and'aTl*mOﬁey @ﬂfﬁ

smounts that is or m&y be. due tm the mndw‘51gned_on Said dlalm or sults

cn final settlement ghereof.

witness my nand, this 19%h day ol Januavy. 1904.
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\ 90 October 1968

Vol. 4, No. 6 ’ 2d Session, ih‘Congress

Dear Folks: '

Congress s NOW in session, but should be adjourned by the time you receive

this newsletter. It was first announced that we would adjourn August 31st, then
September 30th and now October 11th. It nakes it tough on those who need to g0

it home and campaign. Since the fate of some of the bills acted on is not yet cer-
<0 tain, 1 will give a report on the legislation in my next letter.

ok * * * % * * *

POLICEMEN AND FIREMEN are often the unsung
heroes of our society. This was plainly brought
out at recent hearings of the House Un-American
Activities Committee which was looking into the
disorders sf the Chicago Democratic Convention.
Shown here is Yippie leader, Jerry Rubin, being
ejected from the Congressional hearings in
Wwashington, D.C.

* * * * *

REMINDER: Since [ have been your Congressman, 1 have maintained two full-

time offices in Alabama. One in the Post 0ffice Building in Montgomerys tele-

phone 263-7521, ext. 453; the other at 111 Hoyte Avenue, Bay Minette; telephone
g37-8818. If you need to contact me while Congress is not in session, you can

do so through either of these offices. v '

4

* . * e * * * * *

ONLY IN AMERICA could you find Marciszewsk1,running'against Anagnostopoulosyf
for the second highest office in the-land. T -

v
L
Te—




* 'CRIME everywhere is on the rise -- up 88% in the past eight years. What
need more than new laws is an Attorney General who will enforce the Taws we
“have, without fear or favoritism. Below is a telegram I sent Ramsey Clark,
- Ehief Law Enforcement Official in the United States

(E==== WESTERN UNION
c 2o TELEGRAM  ~nzz

[Fmnew] mea o

o o R

I [

UV P S A R Y Ve R guit vir g

ATTORNEY GENERAL AAMSEY CLARK

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE N

WASHINGTON, 0. C.

APPROXIMATELY 20 MONTHS AGD | FORMARDLD TD YOk TxE RECORDS AND FINGINGS OF THE SPECIAL
SUBCOMMITTES OF THE HOUST ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE IN THE MATTER OF ADAM CLAYTOR POWELL.
LATER YOU MERE SENT ADDITIONAL FACTS BROCGHTY Ouf 8Y A SECOMD SPECIAL COMRITTEE APPOINTED
BY THE SPEAKER AND CHAIRED 8Y HOMORABLE EWANUEL CELLER. THE FINGINGS OF BOTH COMMITTEES
INDICATED MISUSE OF PUBLIC FUNDS MWD OTHER ILLEGAL ACTS O THE PART OF POWELL.
APPROXIMATELY ONE YEAR AGO A FEDERAL GRAND JURY WAS IMPRMELED T0 HEAR THE EVIDENCE AGAINST
POWELL. AS A FORMER JUDGE AND TRIAL (AWYER, ! XNOM IT DOES NDT REQUIRE A YEAR TO ¥OTE

O AN INDICTMENT. IF WE IS NOT GUILTY, NE SKOULD BE EXQHERATED. IF WE IS GUILTY, HE
SHOULD BE TRIED AND PIMISHED. WHY HAS THE 6AAKD JURY NOT BEEW ALLOWED TO YOTE? <iil THL
MATTER BL ACTED UPD: BEFORE NOVDMRER ST YOUR PROMPT REPLY WILL 8€ APPRECIATED. ’

¥, L. DICKINSODW
HEMBER OF CONGRESS

* * . ox * * * *

INCIDENTALLY, I told you what a run-around 1 got trying to find out whe
the order denying administrative leave to federal employees for the funeral
our late beloved Governor, Lurleen Wallace, but granted it for tne funeral
the Reverend Martin Luther King. 1 believe I can get the truth in January
the new Azministration.

* * * * * * ®
. AlICTIBR T AN 1L BB
— <4/,":. 'QA‘f)g'-' L’EAV"’ ror
FIGURED~ LITTLE MeRe TUE PovERT
gjy@,/ NFLTION... it
S ey ; NER
NS .
NS 5
zﬁa* \\8"
Yoot e Dpmdtects, .
+* * x * *

ANYFIi NG MAY HAPPEN AT THE POLLS -- AND USUALLY DOES. In one eilection
citizen whe wasn't running for anything won at the polls. Carl Bovender o
Booneville, North Carclina, was just standing around minding his own busin
when first thing he knew he was mayor: Since no one had filed for the off
and Carl happened to be a familiar figure around town, he polled seventy-t
write-in votes -- and rode intoc office.

H/Jsmgg
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AS 1 GO ABQUT THE DISTRICT AND TALK Ti PEOPLE, I realize that many people
have little idea of what their Congressm:: does in his job, except vote on
legislation in Congress. As I jook back :ver the past two years, it seems I

spend most of my time travelling and writ ng letters.
I have sent out over one miilion . i€cCes of mail.

I have made a minimum of four vi- ts T0 each ¢
(Our district is about 150 miles ~ng and 100 miles wide.)
]
I have made two trips to Vietnam .nd Korea, and i+ Lrips to
military bases in the U.S., as a : ember of the Arned Services
s Committee.

©
A
o
&

1 have attended 171 Armed Service Committee meetings.

I have testified in behaif of appropriations f
Coosa River, Tennessee-Tombigbee -~iterway, and

Because of the Vietnam trips and othe:
attendance percentage fell to only 8&.3%
up to 92% as of September 1, 1968.

It has been a busy two years.

¥ * &

THE SMALL BUSINC
peared in tha Washing
acist who ciosed nis
hold up, all by Neg:
be dead," he said.
dead in the store i
April rioting. These
5mall Business Admini
designed to encourane
all-out war on crime

i b

LT ome
A ome

yoltes in

+
ST ta, but only
The President, seaing it was hopeless, wi L
the nomination. However, this still leaves Abe

fortas on the Court as an Assaciate Justice.




Ever hear of Lick Skillet? Goose
Pond? New philadeiphia? Turkeytown?
Zebulon? Twickenham? High Pine? Corey?
They're all towns in Alabama, now known
Cas Oxford, Clanton, Montgomery, Gadsden,
/ﬁroy, Yuntsyille, Roanoke and Fairfield.

near of the town in Alabama

that was soid jock, stock and barrel
a single buyer? 0Or the
e its county's seat 1in

ol

It hagpened in Ala-

*

¥ )

The most advanced:technotogy of +
the’aerospace;agewwasAqn'dispyay recents -
iy at an Air Force Association meeting. ..

A a member of tfie Armed:Services .
Committee, l-was most interested:in some -
of the dispiays whiph‘Weref€Xplainedﬁto
me by Mr. Arthur OQusley who is thé. Pres:
ident of the’Alabama AFA. 1t is possible
the U.5. will have.to come.up with an. .
alternative’to @he'Ffiljg”demerIy.known'V""'
as the TFX, quite.sbomM.e.: .. =7 . L
* *-;.. % * T
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PRELUDE

This sketch of a charming gentleman, who obeyed
the Biblical injunction to build upon a rock, was
written for newspaper purposes, and is necessarily
brief and sketchy.

Nonetheless, it is to be hoped that this story car-
ries at least a meager glimpse, of the vision turned
mto reality, by a distinguished citizen, who as the
years roll onward rightfully enjoys the contempla-
tion of his handiwork, as he does the chaste love
and abiding affection of a pleased peoples.

CLYDE W. ENNIS,

(June, 1938).



HON. SUMTER COGSWELL AND HIS SERVICE
AS FOUNDER OF PELL CITY, ALABAMA

N a blustery March day in 1890 a young man about 29 years of age
chanced to be en route to Talladega and was to change trains at
a place known as Pell City. The name Pell is one of great honer and
distinction coming from the widely tnown and distinguished Pell
family of New York City. The young man was & guest gt the Corpett
House operated at that time by J. C. Cornett, the father of Pat and
Hardy. Looking out of his window the next morning the young man
wag 80 Impressed with the natural beauty of the countryside and it
reminded him so much of the “Rlue Grass” country of Kentucky, that
he wag interested. The young man, who is still young after g fashion,
was Buiater Cogswell From that first morning impression was bora
the idea of building a town which has been nurtured for over 46
vears and which has become increasingly inferesting and dear to the
builder of thig city from itg swaddling clothes to its present place of
importance and value to St Clair County.

When the vouthful traveling man first gazed upon Pell City it was
scarcely more than a wide space in the rvoad. For his vision in dream-
ing a city and for his subsequent devoiion to all things designed to
advance the welfare of this community let all praise be accorded the
founder of the town.

Three railroads met in Pell City during that period. They were
the Georgia Pacific, now the Southern Railway System; the B. & W.,
now the Seaboard Air Line, and a line calied the Coosa Vailey Railread,
with a2 line hetween Pell City and Talladega, Ala. Young Cogaweli
was stapding in the mud waiting for his itrain which was {9 carry him
to Talladega to call on A. J. Savery. He was unable to dismizg from
his mind the place called Pell City s0 when he reached Talladegz he
called on Thomas S. Plowman, president of the First National Bank,
who seemed fo be in knowledge of the facts about the place. Plow-
man refused the sager youngster an option on the property which ha
wag informed could be bought for $70,000, and which consisted in the .
original survey of 400 acres of the c¢hoice land. Mr. Plowman wag in-
terested in disposing of the properiy but this matter of an optiion to
anyone wag someihing elge again,

Enlists Chattanooga Friends

Dreamily recalling the first days of his interesis here Mr. Cogswell
Ieaned back in his favorite chair in the Union State Bank and related
that he weunt ic Chattanonga and consulted a famous auctioneer—



T. A, Frierson—who was noted for his uncanny sales a2bility znd pro-
motional genius.

“Fricrson told me to get s two weeks’ opticn on the property and
‘we can sell it")”’ said Mr. Cogswell. “And I again wired Mr. Plowman,
who reluctantly gave us two weeks. Within ten days we brought to
Pell City a group of prospective buyers among them being Melford W.
Howard who afterwards was a member of Congress, General W. H.
Wilder, and others, including Dbankers and leaders from Chattansoga.
The place was a forlorn picture I must admit., Bui in those days we
had youth, enthusiasm, conrage and faith——all priceless things whexn
it comes to conmstruction. The home of the Probate Judge was lo-
caied oun the presemnt court house site ard he was Judge Abner Lacey.
The home of Col. M. B. Spears, a distinguished citizen, was a log house.
“I‘Lere were no streets, no alleys, in fact litile of anything ic impress
visttors, but eveninally we sold to Col. Boward and General Wilder,
the Peil City Land Company, owners of the 400 acres of land for $50.000.
And Mr. Plewman seemad {0 he delighted with his bargain. At that
we also sold many individual Iots and tracts proving the ability
riend fFrierson.”

North Alabama Beoms
Mr. Cogswell now points out, at the itime this first definite
a2 taken towards building s towo all of North Alabama was
The active sections were Birmingbam, Aunisien and Oz
the two latter cities now bheing one. Ii was a matter of com-
ease i inferest invesiors in Alabama properties and soon
2 of the first 400 acres organized the Pell City Iron and Land
This concern built the first soil pine plant in the southeast.
slayt gprawled all over what iz now the prins busginess ares
City. It built houses and gtarted manufacturing but the panic
come aiong and 1t was not a great while until the little com-
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d Tennessee,”
..oguwen cm.tmneu. “And I had no occasion v hear from Pell

:

-

I saw no eone from here Hut I siill had a lingering affection
interest iz this garden spot. For three vears I remained there
; zomewhnat tired of traveling. When it is recalied that travel-
b those days waz a veal job 2nd without comforts =s compared
to ihe present, one will undersiand that after so many vyears anyone
would tire of thaf work. So I opened an office in Memphis with five
states under my directien. Having then rea»chec‘z intn fhe thirties I

ught it was thnely to marry so on February 27, 1806 I owas happy
to be married to Mrs. Lydia Elizabeth DeQaris of Memphis. At that
time my earnings were very high but I moved to Atlantas whers I he-

—7 e



came the general agent for Manhaitan Fire Insurance Company with
jurisdiction over 13 southern states. This was in the spring of 1800,
The company was officered hy distinguished angd honorable meq, in-
cluding William Rockefeller, among others, hut the insurance business
then was not what it is now so in 1902 the company liguidated.”

Pell City Recalled

Following the liguidation of the company Mr. Cogswell decided
once and for all that he would give up the insurance game and devote
the remainder of his days,'perhaps, to building an alert community
on the ruins of Pell City. During the interlude nearly all buildings had
burned. Many individuals owned the broperties inclading the Hercules
Iron Company for which a young lawyer named Louis J. Brandies of
Beston was trustee. He is now an Associate Justice of the 1. g,
Supreme Court. The Pell City Land Company had been sold for $85¢.
Later on Mrs. Cogswell purchased from Justice Brandies 50 acreg of
the Hercules holdings which has proved » very wise investment,

$2,000 Buys a City

After pegotiating with My. Plowman again the Pell City Land Co.
holdings were acquired by Mr. Cogswell for $3,000 which consisteq of
the principal afreage on which Pell City has been built. With his
bride and her two children the budding city builder reached nis future
home, Pell City, on September 7, 1301, practically ten years te the day
from the time he firgt zazed out the window from the Cornett House
on what has beceme g community of delight to its population. The
new owners stayed at the Cornett Houase No. 2, the first hotel having
been burned, which wag located near the intersection of the three rail-
roads. That second hote] is now the premises cceupied by Lee’s Gro-
cery Store and the temporary offices of the county officials. There wag
bhe grocery store in Pell City but Mr. and Mrs, Cogswell, taking no
chances, brought with them perhaps a greater amount of groceries than
the entire stock of the small store. At that time there was no high-
ways, the principal artery of travel being the road from Eden to
Cropwell to Talladega and Anniston, Subsequently the leg was
straightened out and the highway now provides motoristg with a
" straight line from Hden o Pell City to Anniston.

Court Mouse Built

Losing wo time Mr. Cogswell started out to pug something over.
The Constitutional Convention provided for the establishment of 2
court house on the south side of the mountain in order to accommeo-
date citizens of this section and eliminate the long trip to Ashville.
Pell QCity, through the efforts of its residents and others, won the
location by 600 votes. Mr. Cogswell donated to the county Block 28
of the city for the ecourt house and it was built in 1562 remaining as
originally constriocted until a Federal grant coupied with funds from
8t. Clair County resulted in the complete rebuilding and maoderniza-

S



tion of that structure. At tbat fime the population of Pell City was
precisely 42 persons of whom seven left. Mr. Cogswell and his family
made five so the net loss was only two persons making the census
figure definitely 40 persons.

Labor Conditions
The man who toils today is far better off, naturally, thap his fei-
low of that era, Mr. Cogswell says:

“A day’s work could be had for a gallon of sorghum. And it is irse
that many were eager o work for this trifle and apparently they got
along afier a fashion. In those days there seemed io be greater seli-
reliance and determination to make one’s own way without aay aid
from governmenial agencies. Naturally everyone helped his unfor-
tunate neighber just as we have done lately and will continue io do
as the cceasion arises. ‘

“As the court house was being built we also started the Pell City
Manufacturing Company. George W. Pratt came here uand he was in
touch with the Draper and Howard Rulloch interests in New Eugiand.
Pratt was a man of great sales ability and after scme months of ne-
goilations he succeeded in getting the Draper auts-locm interests and
the Howard Bullochs iogefher. And there was begun the construction
of the first saw tooth cotton mill in the South. This was in August,
1902, Mr. Prait was in charge and { was one of the directors. In the
interests of the town I donated a site of 150 acres to the company
containing a spring with a flow of over 2,480,000 gallons of fine water
per day and that supply is still being used.

Something of the Mill

“The mill brought the first substantial intlux of new residents.
The company built homes and started off well. The mill was then ang
continues tc be a big assel to Pell City and is truly appreciated as a
good citizen and neighbor. The mill was guite sunsccessful for inm 1917
we paid approzimately $750.006 in excess profit taxes; in 1818 we vaid
$1,606,006 in excess profit laxes and in 1919 $1,125,000 wsxs paid in
excess profit itaxes which may be considered sz very substantial tax
donation io Uncle Sam. The plant was capitalized for $500.600 but its
earnings were far far in excess of iis capital bui in the fzll of 1919
the property was sold fo the Avondale Mills which are the owners at
thiy time. In 1507, to revert a bit it was fonnd expedient to secure the
services of a mar skilied in the manufacturing business for while Mr.
Pratt was in many respects a genius his greatest ability was that of a
salesman.

“The man selected was Thomas Henry Rengie, who came here in
1847 and remained here until March, 1236, during which term of of
fice he made an outsianding success of the Pell City mill as testified
to by the best textile experis in this country and by the earnings cited
in the foregoing paragraph. The reputation of denims made here was



soon nation wide and little trouble was subseguently encountered in
selling the local produets.”

Forms Locai Bank

Realizing the vital part banking facilities play in 2 growing town
Mr. Cogswell was interested im founding a bank and it came to pass
that the Bank of St. Clair County was organized with Mr. Cogswell
as president. The bank was the fivst successful bank founded in
St. Clair County and was located where Fowlers Store is at this time.
The first directors aside from Mr. Cogswell were: McLane Tilton, E. J.
Moutz, Arthur Draper, J. Fall Roberson, J. H. Moore of Coal City.
Frank Holland Lathrop of Riverside, and L. Cook. In 1312 Mr. Cogswell
wasg succeeded by McLane Tilton during which vear the present build-
img was begun and completed. Tilton was president when the name
was changed to the First National and later due to the disinclination
of loeal officials to cbey resented instructions from John Skelton Wil
Hams, compiroller of currency, the name was changed to the Unicn
State Bank of which Pat Roberson is uow president with Mr. Cogs-
well remaining as chairmap. This bank has weathered every financial
storm that has developed during its wore ihan 35 years of exigtence.
Not one penny has ever been lost by a deposifor. No run has ever
been expervienced and the bank has always metl every obligation and
js maturally a source of consuming pride to Mr. Cogswell and . his
younger associaies.

Public Duties

in addition to looking after his own wide interests and promoting
in every way the progress of Pell Tity, rendering aid to all worthy
causes, Mr. Cogswell has not denied his services, his couvage and con-
servatism to official places. He was elected a comrmissioper in 1904
and served for eight years. He devoted his every possible emerzy io
building adequate roads into Pell City. He succeeded in providing the
se-called Pell City short line which was in effect straightening out ihe
rosd which led from Lden to Cropwell and into Talladega and Annis-
ton. Now the highway makes a direct route to Pell City and Anuiston.
Mr. Cozswell is state director for the Bankhead Highway and is &
life member of the United States Good Roads Association and with
other officizis of ihat poteni organization has served with distinction
in prometing the construction to permanent highways info every corper
of Alabama and into other states. He is at this time as devoted to
that high service as ever and never permits anyvthing to keep him away
from the meeting of that orgsaization.

Through his instrumentality and hard work Pell City was selected
as one of the principal points on the Bankbead Highway which was
built throngh Pell City and is credited with being one of the finest
super-highways in Alabama if not the Soutk. Just now i3 being con-
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structed a new road from Vincert to Pell City and to Odenville which
will add to the network materially and is another item encouraged
by Mayor Cogswell. N
Services as Mayor

Col. N. B. Spears was the first mayor but the chief municipal bet-
terments have taken place under the administration of Mr. Cogswell
He has always been a member of the <¢ity council and has served iwice
as mayor. The first time in 1303 and subsequently he was named
mayor in 1926 and has served since that time. During his adminisira-
tion a water system was constructed by the cily costing $56,000. The
supply comes from Dunlap Spring and has rated 100 per cent in purity
by ihe state healih depariment every time examined and that'is three
or four times severy year. The water rates to domestic and manu-
faeturing consumers is very low, yet the city has been able to liguidate
all of its honds when due and the waier system is held ito be im ex-
eellent finsneial shape. The water system was built in 1837,

As a Churchman

During 211 the years Mr. Cogswell hias labored for Peil City he has
never lost sight of need for cuitural advantages. He is a communi-
cant of the Bpiscopal Church and has encouraged the organization and
development of every church construeted here, having donated a site
for ali local churches and contributing in every heipful way towards
their growth and development. The same is true of schools for under
his administration the Pell City grammar scheool was built and has
garned a reputation of being one of the best schoels in Sf. Clair Coun-
tv. Mr. Cogswell also was helpful in locating the high school here
and perfecting ity highly efficient original construction.

fate Developmenis

Late developments in which Xr. Cogswell has taken his usual lead-
ing pari was the construction of a modern sewerage system which was
built Guring the Spring of 1938 and was accepted by the Mayor at &
wmeesting of the eity council Monday night, June 1st. 'This modern sys-
tem which provides sewerage facilitiss for tlie entire city north of the
railroad was built with a Federal grant and part {inanced by the city.
It is expected that ihe debi will be liguidated over a short period of
time from funds secured from a small service fee which is apparently
agresable to every citizen of Pell City.

Family History

Mr. Cogswell is Mo, 2442 of the Cogswell in Awmerica. The pa-
ternal ancestor of the family came to America in Augnst 301 years ago
from Bristel, England. Hse setiled and later died in Ipswich, Mass.,
in November, 1669. This man—John Cogswell—was the father of eight
childven. The boys established homes of their own and the immediate
ancestors of Sumter Cogswell setiled in Charleston, S. €., where the
father of Pell City's mayor was an honored and distinguished citizen.

e s



During the War Between ihe Biates it wag his firm of publishers—
Evans & Cogswell, who printed the bonds and the money for the Con-
federate States. This plant was moved to Columbia, 8. C, in fear of
Shermaw’s advance, but it tutned out out that Columbiz was the oh-
jective of Sherman so the plant was burned. It was re-established later
as Walker, FEvans and Cogswell, and Mr. Cogswell's father continued
in that work mntil his death in 1902 or one vear after the younger man
came to Pell City to begin the construction of what wiil always be his
monument—Pell City. The famous publishing plant continues to ren-
der distinguished service,

Pell City Now

Pell City today is continuing its conservative march towards greater
achievements Iying 27 miles cast of Birmingham and 28 miles from
Anmiston. I is traversed by the main line of ths Southern Pailway
System which operates eight passenger trains daily east and west
tBrough the city with connecting service over the Seaboard Air Line.
The cily is near the main 22 inch transmission lice of the Sonthern
Natural Gag Company which carries natural gasz from Monroe, La., to
Atlanta. This fuel is available for nse in Fell City Tor manufacturing
purposes when and if needed. 'The city has algo iransmission lines
of the Alabama Power Co., which rezch out iy every direction from
Fell City with rural lines with anl abundance of cheapn electiric energy.
There iz nearhy the Roberson ianding field for aiy anes, while huniing
and fishing iz eclose by in abondance. Recreational advantages ave
numnmerous and extensive while the city is surrcunded with agricultural
interests which feed inte Pel City an increasingly large volume of
farm income.

Over 10400 bhales of cotfon are produced annuvally within ten
miles of Peil City, while the county’s coal. iron, wood and farm prod-
ucts sarve o protect Fell City irom any serious effects of depression
years which hag proved so devastating to other less fortunately situated
communities. Situated on 3, river, which is rare in Alabama for an in-
dustrial city, this community possesses that among nutural advantages
and it is confidently Dbelieved with the coming of inevitahle river im-
provements that the proximity of the Cuoosa River will be of special
value fo this city.

This Envisioned

it iz mora than likely that some of these advantages and develop-
ments were vigioned by this young ingurance sulesmsn when he looked
over the countryside that epochal merning when he wag eén route to
Talladega, L any rate Sumter Cogswell as he notes with inereasing
pride and gratification the onward march of Peil City, may feel that
all the while it was destined that he was to come here and lend his
hand in a task which has proved of bouniiful success and which has
drawn him and his works close to the hearts of the peorle of this city
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and countrysids. Years ago, Mr. Cogswell said “Pel] City with in-
vigorating and health giving climate, with her competing railroads, with
electric energy, with iron, coal, tumber, cotton, and natural gas, and
paved highways, presents the ideal place for the building and opera-
tion of almost any industry. Iis untapped labor basin present abundant
Isbor at fair prices and of high efficiency.”

Thig then iz the story of a young insurance salesman and the
dream which he made come true. The story of the building from the
grass rootfs of a gizeable and important city. The work of one person
who is so inseparably linked with g city as o make his name synony-
mous with that of the city. A man whose name ig always called when
cne gpeaks of Pell City—Sumter Cogawell

Mclane Tiltew's Tribute
Mclane Tilton, who was for so long associated with Mr. Cogswell
in the operation of the Union State Bank, recently authored an article
about My, Cogswell After'paying him high praise and tributes tha
elogueni, dashing and debonair Tilten said that were e accorded the
distinction znd privilege to write an epitah for the distinguished found-
er of Pell City it would be:

“His Life all good,
Ko Deed for show; no doed to Ride,
He never caused a tear to Flow
Save when he disd.”
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mhe Sate of plabama,

2t ,cleir County.
Witnessell., wheress, the undersizsned, J. TU. hall is justly

indebted to Lydia #. Cozswell in the sum of One Lundred and Twenty Five
nollars (%125.00) for rent of certain louses situated in the town of Pell
gity, viz' one restaurant oulldlno ‘known as the Hbp Jack bulldlnn and one

r881denoe bulldlng in the towh of Pell Clty occupled by the %ald J D Hali-

SN

during the wyear 1903. Now, tnerefwne, in order %o gay oft and dlSPh&r"

seid indebhtedness or as much thereof as the said Lydla'E. Cogswell may resi-
ize therefrom,'l hereby hafpgain, sell transfer and convey unto the said’
1ydia 7. comswell, all my right, and claims in and to a’certain claim and -

suit now in course of adjustment and growing out of a suit now pending in

slhie United States Qourt at Birminghem and in the Circuit Court at Pell City

wierein the under81rned J. D. Hall 1s pleintiff and the Southern Ra17Way o)l

-pan; geaboard Alr Line Railway COmpany Company, Northern Alabama Coal

e
Tron & Reilwey Company, bast & Vest Rullroyduompany and Bﬂcmlnvham & A£18h~ \

tic Railroad Company are defendants, and the said Lydla[po swe71 1s hereb -/

fully amthorized to collect, receive” and:reoelpt'fortany‘and'ailfmoneywmﬂwgm,



- emounts that is or may be due tb the imdersigned on said claim or suits = -7

on final settlement thereof.

Witness my hand, this 19%h dey of January, 1904.
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february L3%(). Kach oI tnese SONS rearea tneir Iamiies M oL,
ir County, where many descendants live today. Submitted by:
1 Cobb Smith, 11975 US Hwy 411, Odenville, AL 35120

rces: “The Cobbs of Tennessee”, by Dr. Cully A. Cobb, 1324-1968,
my Kin The Cobbs”, by Ruth Oliver Cobb. Wills, deeds, birth, mar-
e, death, Bibles, Church and census records, grave and historic
kers in Alabama, Georgia, Virginia and South Carolina.

ydia Elizabeth McBain DeGaris Cogswell

ydia Elizabeth McBain DeGaris Cogswell was born December
867 in Memphis, Tennessee and died December 28, 1951. She
wuried at Valley Hill Cemetery. Her parents were Isabella
old McBain and John Gordan McBain of Memphis, Tennessee.
maternal grandparents, Captain George Arnold (05-12-1812)
Eliza McKibbon Arnold, both born in Belfast, Ireland, came to
nphis, Tennessee from St. Louis in 1860. They owned Arnold
olesale Grocery Store in Memphis and passed it down to their
s, George Arnold, Jr. and Annesley Arnold. A young man,
wrles Francis DeGaris purchased a large share of stock in the
iold Grocery. It was through Lydia’s uncles and Charles
jaris’ business dealing and socializing that Lydia met Charles -
lia was 18 years
. Charles was 34
rs old. When
arles DeGaris
:ed for Lydia’s
d in marriage, it
; something of a
ck to her wid-
3d mother who
1 thought that
Saris was inter-
:d in her instead
ier daughter. The
mphis, Tennessee
lding was a social
nt in 1885. Lydia
; later voted best
ssed in Memphis.
Jharles Francis
Jaris (09-18-1850 - 01-03-1898), born in Hannibal, Missouri
| buried in Elmwood Cemetery in Memphis, attended one of the
League schools and became a civil engineer building river lev-
and railroads. Lydia and Charles had three sons. The first,
irles, Jr., died in infancy and was buried by his father in Elm-
»d Cemetery in Memphis. Later came John Annesley (“Jack”) in
'1 and Julian Sinclair in 1893. )
Vhen Charles died in 1898, plans were being completed for their
v home by McGrath & Goodrich in Memphis. Lydia paid for the
ns and saved them - this was their dream house. Today most of
family’s old home and businesses have been torn down, but one
| remains on 1116 Poplar Avenue. It is the George Arnold Man-
1 built in 1890, now Greenstone Apartments. The family were
entertainers and it was here at one of Lydia’s Uncle George’s
ties that she met an insurance salesman, Sumter Cogswell.
nter was the man who bought Pell City in 1890 and sold it later
same year. But, while Sumter was gone, his wife Minnie decid-
she had married the wrong man. She realized she should have
1 Sumter’s best friend. So, she did after first divorcing Sumter.
jumter left Chattanooga after the turn of events for Memphis.
mter Cogswell, son of the prominent Cogswell family of
arleston, South Carolina had established an office in Memphis
1895 with five states under his jurisdiction.
\t the time Lydia met Sumter she was engaged to Robert Taylor
vlemphis. She broke the engagement to Mr. Taylor and on Febru-
27, 1900, Lydia DeGaris married Sumter Cogswell in Memphis
i later moved to Atlanta where Sumter took over the handling of
Charles Francis DeGaris’ estate. Lydia’s mother wrote telling
' not to let Sumter talk her into buying that backward town, Pell
y. She said, “I fear for your life, it is very dangerous.” The rest is

Lydia McBain DeGaris Cogswell

.This single event

BAVE IJUUA AU, 4U LUL UG WU UL VUV UOU) LUV HLL W SV4 VI4s S vstas aouanny
homes and a school, 600 front feet down on 19th Street for a recre-
ational park, land for VFW and Masonic Lodge, land for the first
Pell City School where the City Hall is today, 5 acres for Pell City
High School were it is today, land for 6 early churches and helped
established the first bank in St. Clair County (today it is the Union
State Bank). Submitted by: Lydia DeGaris, 713 Carr Avenue, Birm-
ingham, AL 35209

Sources: Memphis Tennessee Courthouse Records and Notes; Mem-
phis Architectural Guide, Peabody Library - Memphis Archives; Pri-
vate Collection of Lydia DeGaris Cogswell’s Records; Pell City and
Ashville Courthouse Records.

Sumter Cogswell

Sumter Cogswell, the second son of Harvey and Mary Keller -
Cogswell, was born in Charleston, South Carolina on September 1,
1861 and died in Pell City on November 7, 1946. He was buried at
Valley Hill Cemetery along side his second wife, Lydia McBain
DeGaris Cogswell. Sumter attended school in his native hometown
and graduated from Charleston College, the oldest municipality
owned college in America. After college he went into the family firm
of Walker, Evans & Cogswell, a lithographing and printing firm in
Charleston. Years later, he left Charleston and went to Chat-
tanooga and established a fire insurance agency. Later he became a
fire insurance adjuster and representative of a large New York
company headed by Rockefeller. It was a trip to Talladega, Alaba-
ma as a representative of this company that Sumter first came to
Pell City in March of 1890. Sumter stepped down from the train in
the small St. Clair County Village, owned by the Pell City Land
Company, only to
find that he had
missed his train con-
nection to Talladega.
He was forced to
spend the night at
the Cornett Hotel.

started a chain of
events that would
create the Town of
Pell City, a thriving,
bustling city in the
1990’s. During the
evening at the Cor-
nett Hotel, Cogswell
learned the town
could be purchased.
He also learned that
the President of Pell
City Land Company,
Thomas S. Plowman, resided in Talladega. After arriving in Tal-
ladega and discussing the opening of an insurance agency with A.J.
Savery, Cogswell went to see Mr. Plowman. Cogswell secured a two
week option and purchased the 400 acres for $50,000. He later sold
most of the property. The property was sold to Pell City Iron and
Land Company owned by Howard, Barr, Plowman, Henderson and
General Wilder. The company resurveyed the town, built several
houses and brought the Hercules Pipe Company to Pell City, the
first soil pipe company in the South. The pipe company later moved
to the Anniston area, Pell City failed again. -

In the meantime, Sumter married Minnie Righter of Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee. There was only one child of the first marriage,
Righter Aldage Cogswell (02-06-1891 - 05-17-1962), who would
become an attorney in Chattanooga. When this marriage ended,
Cogswell went to Memphis, Tennessee. In 1895 he opened a fire
insurance agency with five states under his direction.

On February 27, 1900, Sumter married Lydia Elizabeth McBain
DeGaris, a wealthy widow of Charles Francis DeGaris. She had
two small sons, John Annesley and Julian DeGaris. Shortly after
the marriage, the Cogswells moved to Atlanta, Georgia.

Sumpter Cogswell
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in 1901 on an insurance trip, Sumter returned to Pell City and
found the town practically “dead”. He learned that most of the
property was controlled by a firm in Boston. He went to Boston,
then back to Atlanta where he talked his wife into buying a large
portion of the present town from the Honorable Louis D. Brandies,
a Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court and the Hercules Iron Compa-
ny. Again returning to Talladega, Cogswell went to see Mr. Plow-
man and again acquired the acreage owned by Pell City Land
Company. The men who owned the Pell City Land Company, in
addition to Mr. Plowman, were D.L. Rogers, J.A. Savage, John
Postell, Judge John W. Inzer and John B. Knox. Together Lydia
and Sumter had acquired 99% of old Pell City. Losing no time,
they began adding an addition on one of the homes built in 1888
and located on Block #2. It has been lived in continuously since
1901 by the family for almost 100 years. Today Annesley and Ash-
ley DeGaris, the fourth generation, live in the Victoria home and
soon there will be the fifth generation (Oct. 1998).

When the Cogswell-DeGaris family arrived in Pell City on
September 7, 1901, the house remodeling was not complete. They
added to the 2-story house, 3 rooms, a pantry, 4 porches, a servant’s
house, a carriage house and a large barn. Thus, they stayed a short
time at the #2 Cornett Hotel (the first Cornett Hotel burned) until
the house was completed. Mr. Tom Coleman wrote the arrival
down. “The day the Cogswells and DeGaris’ arrived, they unloaded
their household goods it was a sight for me, they unloaded one Bey
horse, one Surry (a buggy with fringe), a brown and white bird dog
- they had more groceries then the entire little grocery store in Pell
City. I remember 2 little boys, John Annesley (“Jack”) and Julian.
The Cogswell and DeGaris’ made the population 40. Sumter
Cogswell’s children of his second marriage to Lydia DeGaris were
three girls, Isabella Arnold Cogswell Davis (02-16-1901 - 06-03-
1964), Lydia Elizabeth Cogswell Starnes (“Litz"”) (01-12-1903 - 05-
06-1990) and Mary Keller Cogswell Balof (12-02-1905 - 01-16-1963).

Soon it was on to business for the Cogswells. Sumter and Lydia
donated Block #26 to the county for the present day Pell City
Courthouse. Originally on this block was a log house, the home of
Judge Abner Lacey. In 1902 as the courthouse was being built,
Sumter and Lydia donated 150 acres and a spring with a flow of
over 2,000,000 gallons of fine water per day to the Pell City Manu-
facturing Company (cotton mill and village), today it is Avondale
Mill. Mr. Cogswell put George W. Pratt over the construction of
the cotton mill. Mr. Pratt succeeded in getting a McDraper and
Howard Bullock together and there was begun the construction of
the first saw tooth cotton mill in the South. The new mill brought
many new residents and scon many new problems. Thomas Henry
Rennie of New England was hired and proved to be a good move.
Soon stock went from less than $50 to more than $400 per share.

Next in 1903, the Cogswells interests were in founding a bank and it
carne to pass that the Bank of St. Clair County was organized, the first
successful bank in the county. With Sumter Cogswell as President, the
first directors were McLane Tilton, E.J. Moutz, Arthur Draper, J. Fall
Roberson, J.H. Moore of Coal City, Frank Holland Lothrop of Riverside
and L. Cook. Today the bank is known as Union State Bank.

Sumter and Lydia gave the land for the early schools, first school
is where City Hall is today and the land where the present day Pell
City High School sits. They gave the land for the early churches,
First Baptist Church, First United Methodist Church, the first Epis-
copal Church (in fact, they built it themselves), the Wesley Methodist
Church and colored Baptist Church. In addition, Sumter and Lydia
gave land for St. Clair County Post of the American Legion, Ben M.
Jacob Masonic Lodge (of which Mr. Cogswell was a lifetime member),
600 feet down 19th Street for Pell City Park and Recreation and also
for the construction of streets and roads. In 1903 when liquor was
legal, Pell City had a saloon. From those revenues came a $35,000
grammar school, the City Hall and additional roads and streets were
opened. Mr. Cogswell was the first elected Mayor of Pell City in 1903,
an office he held for 14 years. While not serving as Mayor, Mr.
Cogswell served on the council every year from 1903. He was a mem-
ber of the St. Clair County Court of County Commissioners for two
terms. During his terms in office, he was instrumental in getting the
first roads in this section of the county constructed. Sumter Cogswell
and Lydia DeGaris Cogswell are known as the “Father” and “Moth-
er” of Pell City. Sumter was 81 years old when he died. Submitted by:
Sumter DeGaris, 2018 Third Avenue North, Pell City, AL 35125
Sources: 100 years of Cogswell, Charleston, S.C.; Pen Picture of Pell
City and Sumter Cogswell, the Builder by Clyde W. Ennis; Peabody
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Martin Coker
Martin Coker was born November 23, 1832, near Ohatche

* Alabama. Martin’s parents were William Larkin Coker and Susa

Appling Coker. Susan’s father was Joel Appling who had fought i
the American Revolution.

Martin Coker joined the Confederate army, but after some tim
he was sent home because of illness. The remainder of the war h
worked at Janie Furnace near Ohatchee Alabama. At Janie Fu
nace he did all sorts of iron work and practiced his trade of black
smithing, shoeing horses and mules for the Confederacy.

After the war Martin stayed at Ohatchee, working as a black
smith. In 1877, Martin moved his family to Beaver Valley nes
what is now the Rock Dollar Stores.

The road through Beaver Valley was the Montevallo Road, whic
was the main cotton road from parts of Georgia to the River near Mo
tevallo. The amount of travel on the road made Beaver Valley a goo
place for a black-smith and this was the reason Martin moved there.

Martin Coker married Martha C. Martin. Martha was an avi
reader especially of religious works. She named her oldest daught
for John Wesley’s wife and she named her youngest son John Wesle
Coker. Martha, however, may have been a Presbyterian, as was Ma
tin, until they joined Evergreen Methodist Church in the early 1880’

Martin and Martha Coker had seven children. The oldest we
Suzanna (Sue) who married Jim Beasley. The second child we
George Washington Coker who married Ann Virginia (Jean;
Teague. The third child was Martha (Molly) who married Joh
Hamilton. The fourth child was Fredonna (Donna) who marrie
Jeff Autry. The fifth child was Pnina (Penny) who married Ma
shall Strange. The sixth child Minnie died at an early age. Tt
youngest son was John Wesley Coker.

John Wesley Coker married twice. His first wife was Rosa Pea
son. They had one child Mildred Coker. Rosa Pearson Coker die
when Mildred was just an infant. John Wesley Coker later ma
ried Mary Caroline (Carrie) Rankin. John and Carrie Coker hs
two children, George David Coker and John Martin Coker.

Mildred Coker married Kermit McCullough. Mildred and Ke
mit did not have any children. George David Coker married Onx
Lucille Gilchrist. George and Oma had one son, George Davi
Coker Jr. John Martin Coker married Mary Sue Bowen. They he
two children John Franklin Coker and Martin Wesley Coker.

George David Coker Jr. Married Peggy Lee Patty. They had tw
children, George David Coker III, who married Leigh Steapleto:
and Joshua Lee Coker.

John Franklin Coker married Marie Brooks. They had one chi
Meri Leann Coker, who married John Charles Park. Joh
Franklin Coker died when Leann was a baby. Martin Wesle
Coker married Edith Annette (Edie) McHugh. They had two chs
dren John Wesley Coker and James Martin Coker.

Many of Martin Coker’s descendants still live in Beaver Valle
Submitted by: George D. Coker, III and Prepared by: George D. Coker, J)

Captain (Cap) Henry Cobb Cole

Captain Henry Cobb (C.C. or Cap) Cole, was the sixth child
John Franklin and Mary (Polly) Ann Cash Cole. He was born
September 1892 at the family home at the “Coon Rock”, Looko
Mountain, DeKalb County, Alabama. Cap attended Teagues M
and Loveless schools on Lookout Mountain and St. Augustir
School in Commanche, Texas in 1903.

Cap went to work for the Alabama Great Southern Railroad -
1912 at the age of 20. He married Harriet Augusta Jackson on 15 Ju
1914 in her parent’s home. Augusta was the daughter of Willia
Joshua and Ida Louise Jennings Jackson. She was born on 20 Octob
1894 in the Loveless Community, DeKalb County, Alabama.

After their marriage Cap and Augusta moved to Tuscaloos
Alabama where Cap worked as a signal maintainer for the railroa
After a year or so they were transferred to Springville, Alaban
and lived in the house behind Brantley’s Bar B Que for two years.

By 1917 the railroad had moved the Coles to Collinsville, and the
first child, Colin Jackson “Jack”, was born. From Collinsville C:
moved his family to Lookout Mountain near MclNutt Memorial Chur
(Liberty Methodist) where he farmed cotton and corn. In 1924 Cap a1
Augusta had a daughter, Virginia Fairland, and were living in Co.
bran. Cap also owned a store in Collbran and sold general merchandis

Later, Cap and Augusta and their two children moved :
Portersville, Alabama (in DeKalb County). At this time, Ca
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McLANE TILTON,Jn. ¢
C.D. SIMPSON, SupPEiu:”

FARMERS INVESTMENT COMPANY

PELL CITY, LINCOLN AND MCFALL, ALA,

COTTON GINS

OIL MILLS
WAREHOUSES
Ala. Hov. 9, 1914,

Foll City,

wir. Sunber Cogswell,

Sei

City,

ot

Degr wr. vogswell:
I nand wou herewith stock certificate for seventy

stock in Lhe Farmers Investment Comiany.s

P n
fives phares of
hora isgued the certificate to you, personally
officer in the commany and if Fou desire, Fou
it to the rell Uity :meal¥ly “ompany.
Zours very btruly, -
< ' '/
L/é(' e ‘”-A’ ’
rresidente. ‘
t
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By MARIE WEST CROMER
PELL CITY — The Bard of the Avon
is often quoted, primarily because the
succulence of his’ writings- have left
little to be said on any subject.

Take for instance, “A rose would
smell as sweet by any other name,’’
this story on Pell City. -~

And, the-moral of the story (given
here at the beginning) is that neither
towns nor. babies should be:named

which, by the way, is a good lead-in'to

after a ““living person. Wait until death

has laid its hands upon the individual
to be honored, and the grave has closed
his mortal. career. ‘This is insurance
that the final chapter of a person’s life
ends as nobly as it began. }

Pell City was surveyed and
established by charter on Oct. 28, 1887,
after three railroads built a joint depot
at - the location. George H. Pell,
president of the East and West
Railroad; Judge John W. Inzer, at-
torney and director; and John Postell,
general manager, named the town
“Pell City.” :

. George H. Pell came from a family

known and distinguished in New York

_City. His flamboyant ways .and
‘ mesmeristic powers.had reached into

the pocketbooks of Wall Street. At one
time he was a power in this land.
How the illustrious developer and

- financial Napoleon fell from such a
“lofty position is. ‘unclear, but as
- reported in ‘a Birmingham newspaper
- on June 5, 1904, “George H. Pell served
“two terms in the New York peniten-
“tiary after Pell City was established .
. and named.” -~ ’

Pell’s reported chicanery and

- manipulations had overtaken him
" before the grave closed the book on his
- life, and, further reported back in 1904,
- “For this part of its early beginning
_the Pell City of today is not to blame
-and there is not a taint, nor a stain
-upon this goodly and progressive

i

tucky. From that first impression,
Cogswell’s dreasm of building a town
was born. |

At the time of young Cogswell’s visit,
Pell City was still a wide place in the
road where three railroads met. They
were the Georgia Pacific, East and

' n' .'

_of the countryside which reminded him -
of the “Blue Grass” country of Ken-

. bone Mountain, . which is
- geographical divide of:the ct
- City, Eden, Coal City-and Riverside

West.and the Coosa Valley, which ran

between Pell City and Talladega. -

Unable to dismiss from his mind his
impression of the site, Cogswell called
upon Thomas S. Plowmman, president of

the First National Bank, when he -

reached Talladega. Plowman was also
president of - the Pell City Land
Company which owned the town of Pell
City, consisting of 400 acres.
Plowman was interested in selling;
Cogswell asked for an option.
Plowman ‘refused. To sell was one
thing, but the matter of an option to
anyoné was something else again.
Undaunted, Cogswell sought the
advice and service of an out-of-state:
auctioneer, secured his two weeks
option, and the Pell City Land Com-
pany was sold to the Pell City Iron -and

Land Co. for $50,000. Cogswell and his -

associates set about having the site re-
surveyed, streets laid out and several
houses built. . :

Cogswell would later build his home
at 1801 2nd Avenue. North. They then
brought in the town’s first industry, the
Hercules Pipe Co., the first soil pipe
plant to be erected in the South. The
town took off. Soon there was a general
store, a blacksmith shop, a Post Office:
and a saloon. :

Then came the panic of 1893-95. The .

Pell City 'Iron and 'Land and the
Hercules Pipe companies we forced
into receivership. Cogswell moved to

Anniston, along with the pipe com-

pany. Hercules would later enjoy the
reputation of being the largest center -

for soil pipe manufacturing in the

(A3 —3 Parrenallt mnocing thranoch

leading citizens.. .

13l ice ‘
struriental irl the promotion of several
sub-divisions, and’ was ‘one of the.
town’s most public. spirited .and.

In 1001 an election was held to locate’

a courthouse on the south side of Back-.
! the
the county. Pell

entered into competition to have the

- "courthouse located in their respective

towns. After a heated campaign, Pell

~City won by a majerity of 600.

~'The courthouse" was_completed in
1904; but due to opposition from the
northern section of the county, court.
sessions were abolished in Pell City,

. They were re-established in 1907.

‘Cogswell, Martin, Kilgroe, Starnes;
Robertson, DeGaris; Moore, Mays and:
many others were instrumental in the;
town’s early development and growth.|
Many were honored by having streets!
and sub-divisions named for them.. |

- -Back when Pell 'was sitting on his

pinnacle of wealth-and success, the:
town was formed. But had the jold
adage (moral’ of - this. story) been
adhered to, Pell City would more than
likely be Cogswell; Alabama, today.

i



, estabhshed by charter on Oct. 28, 1887,
- after three railroads built a joint depot
~ at - the location. George H. Pell,
. president of the East and West
- Railroad; Judge John W. Inzer, at-

.. torney and director; and John Postell

- general Inanager, named the town
" “pell City.”

George H. Pell came from a family

- known and distinguished in New York
. City. His flamboyant -ways .and
 mesmeristic powers had reached into
- the pocketbooks of Wall Street. At one
. time he was a power in this land.

- How the illustrious developer and
~-financial- Napoleon fell from such a
" lofty ‘posmon is. ‘unclear, but as
- reported in'a Birmingham newspaper
- on June 5, 1904, “George H. Pell served
“two terms in the New York peniten-

“tiary after Pell City was established .

- and named.”

Pell’'s reported chicanery and
mampulatlons had overtaken him
7 before the grave closed the book on his
- life, and, further reported back in 1904,
- “For thxs part of its early beginning
- the Pell Clty of today is not to blame

) jand there is not a taint, nor a stain
-upon this. aoodly and progressive
" community.”
- It was really through the influence
- and efforts of Sumter Cogswell,
. * president of ‘the Pell City - Realty
: Company, and his associates, that the
_ town was first brought to the attention
- of ‘the investing public. They bad
" labored incessantly for several years
“for the town’s building and develop—
' ment.
. It all began, as the story goes, on a
“blustery March day in 1890, when a
- young man of 29 'yéars of age, enroute
“to Talladega, was to change trains at a
> place known as Pell City. As a guest in
“the home of J.C. Cornett, he looked out
- of his window the next morning and
- was impressed with the natural beauty

“medicine.: Dr.

Plowman was interested in selling;
Cogswell asked for an option,
Plowman refused. To sell was one
thing, but the matter of an option to
anyone was something else again.

Undaunted, Cogswell .sought the

advice and service of an out-of-state

auctioneer, ‘secured his two weeks
option, and the Pell City Land Com-
pany was sold to the Pell City Iron and
Land Co. for $50,000. Cogswell and his
associates set about having the site re-
surveyed, streets laid out and several
houses built.

Cogswell would later build his home
at 1801 2nd Ave_nue.Nort'h. They then
brought in'the town’s first industry, the
Hercules Pipe Co., the first soil pipe
plant to be erected in the South. The
town took off. Soon there was a general
store, a blacksmith shop, a Post Office:

and a saloon.
Then came the panic of 1893-95. The

Pell City Iron and Land and the

‘Hercules Pipe companies we forced

into receivership. Cogswell moved to
Anniston,: along with the plpe com-
pany. Hercules would later enjoy the

reputation of being the largest center :
for soil pipe manufacturing in the
~ world, and Cogswell, passing through .

Pell Cxty in 1901, looked out of a train
window again and was dxsmayed with
what he saw.
He promptly contacted " Mr.
Plowman and inquired as to the
problem of the once promising town.

‘Mr.. Plowman relayed to him the

town's misfortunes and ups and downs;
and also told him the town was for sale.

Cogswell decided to buy — again. At
this time only 45 people lived within the

" limits of Pell City. In September of

1901 Cogswell ‘brought his femﬂy -of

" five to live'in Pell City.

" There was not a road leading into or
out of the town, which  had become
overgrown in weeds: His first-order.of:

NATE T vy mrasma Ladhy AAAApyA v vy =

Robertson, DeGaris, Moore Mays and!‘
many others were mstrumental in the
town's early development and growth.
Many were honored by having streets!
and sub-divisions named for them. !
~Back when Pell was sitting on his
pinnacle of wealth and success, the:
town was formed. But had the old
adage (moral of this ‘story) been i
adhered to, Pell City would more than .
likely be Cogswell “Alabama, today. .

. The Cogswell H
."Avenne North in Pe
 1897. The importan,

business was the promotion of ‘in-

“ dustry. Cogswell went to Boston in 1902 -
‘and bought all the holdings of the "
Hercules Plpe Co. in Pell City, fromj

the company’s trustee, the Hon. Louis™
‘D, Brandeis, /Agsociate Justice of-the =

U. S. Supreme Court.

Cogswell then “mcorporatéd the Pell

City Realty ‘Co., donating to it 150

_acres of land and the mill spring w}neh
is the present site of Avondale Mills.
- The factory, known as the Pell. Cxty
laid its -cor-

Manufacturmg Co.,
nerstone in August 1902 and upon its

_completion:in 1903, ‘drew 1500 more ’

mhabitants to the: town

The factory was built by Howard-,

Bulleck Manufacturing Co. and the

Draper Co. of Hopewell, Mass. It was

sold to Avondale Mills in the fall of
1919. A new era of economic growth
swept over the South, u'mhzmg the
reg;on s natural resource of iron and
coa

In 1903 a young physxcxan by the

" ‘name of R.A Martin moved to Pell:

City -and- began - his practlce of
‘Martin. was in-



Hansier KA

The house is now owned and occupied

{ The Cogswell: House at 1801 2nd House lies fiot only in its archit_ectural
fAYeﬁue North in Pell City was built in \miqueness, but also its significance to by Elizabeth Cogswe
£

; 1l Starnes, last
Pell City’s founder, Sumter Cogswell.  surviving child of S

1897. The importance of the -Cogswell umter Cogswell.
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BY MATTIE LOU
TEAGUE CROW

This is not so much a-story of

a house as it is the story of a.

man and town. Houses never
quite give up the people who live
within their walls and seem to
hold on the hardest to those who
give the greatest service to
mankind. This lovely old
Victorian house is the home of a
very lovely modern-day lady,
Lydia Elizabeth '.Cogswell
Starnes.

The house was built .about
1888. It began life as a two-story
traditional house with typical
Victorian trimmings. The
bowed-effect, with four
matching windows inside their
framing  of dark green, the

small central window, and the

‘one above of tinted diamond-
shaped glass--so beloved of the

late Vlctorlans--are mtrlgumg .

to passers-by.
1t isdifficult to determme ]ust

how " much’ belongs to- .the

original ‘structure and how
miuch has been added down
through the years. The place is
known today as the Sumter
Cogswell home. .

The first town charter was
granted The Pell City Land

Company on Oct. 28, 1887, with

the following .~ men as
incorporators: T.S. Plowman,
John B. Knox, D.M.. Rogers,
J.AL Savage John Postell and

Judge John W. Inser. Durmg'

that year three railroads, The

Coosa Valley; The" Georgxav.

Pacific; and'The East and West,
built Jomtly a depot here.
The East and West was owned
by the wealthy Pell family of
New York and:this'is the source
of the town’s hame. The town

site was surveyed the streets”
were 1aid out, and a few houses -

were built. Mr "Green. Evans
was the mayor..

“The vnllage was.a mere mfant ‘

when on a, March day in 1890,
“young Mr. Sumter Cogswell, on
his. way to Talladega, was
forced to
>ell

make. connectxons in-

company had the- town site

re-surveyed, streets opened up,

and several houses were built.
Soon- the "Hercules Pipe
Company, the very first soil

pipe plant in . the South, was

located at Pell City. The town
grew,
‘blacksmith shop, a saloon,-a
post office, and a few new
homes. But the panic of 1893-94

forced the Pell City Iron and:

Land Company, along with the
Hercules "Pipe Company, into
receivership. The pipe  shops
were moved to Anniston. | .

In 1901, Suriter Cogswell who

"had not kept in touch with the
1, again passed
through and, upon:looking from

little ‘town,
the train. wmdow ‘was surprised
to see a- deserted village. The
streets. were grown up, the

. houSes ‘were' empty, and the

place had the appearance of a

ghost town., When he reachedf'._-
his -destination in Atlanta Mr.-
. teléphoned -~ Mr. *

Cogswell
Plowman and- learned the sad
story of failure.

- He also learned'that the town, :

was ‘again- for "sale. This. time

marrie z-to a Mrs. DeGaris;

formerly Miss: Lydia Ehzabeth ;

with a store, a hotel, a

‘at that time and was working as;
a mght operator at the depot:.

McBain of Memphis, Tenn. :
On Sept. 7, 1901, ten . years -
from the tnme he had’first

discovered Péll City, he brought -

his bride and her two small
sons, Jack and Julian.DeGaris,
here to live in the house ‘Which
occupies block Number. Two

- and which is pictured above. -

1t is true that one man c_annot
build a town. When. the
complete history of Pell Cxty is..a
wrxtten there- will be ‘many
names connected with its
development But always:there,
with the others will be the hame
of Sumter Cogswell, ‘for he
didn’t indeed, have a very “vital -

way .all the good things ‘which

occurred to make Pell City a
desirableé place to-live.; The
churches, the schiools,. the mxll
the courthouse the roads the
bank, all were part of his. dream

.and all felt his stedying hand.

When the Cogswells came- to

Pell: City in 1901;. there were

only 40 people. llvmg here: Mr.
Tom- S. .Coleman, in 1950,

' -dlctated to Ehzabeth Cogswell

'Starnes his memory of the day |
~ this~’ famlly moved
‘Mr. Cogswell purchased the -
‘principal ‘acreage .which. is:
‘today Pell City for the sum’of
$3;000. :He Had recently been'
‘ .unloaded his. household goods it
A,was a 51ght to ‘me.

‘in; - Mr.
Coleman was a very young man

“The- day Mr. Cogswell

They




ireatly impressed with inhe
iature” peauty of this Tocation
wid his active imagination at
inc: say the. possxblhty of a
uture ¢ity here. :

It was near. the rxver had the
hree - rallroads was .near
snough . 10 markets - in
Blrmmgham and Anniston, and
vas surrounded by fertile farm
land. “When' Mr, Cogswell*
learned that Mr. Tom, Plowman
5f Talladega was’ presxdent -of
The. Pell Clty Land -Company,
entleman a: visit
s tht the land. was

_-*Tuscaloosan Enters F azr

Mrs. Donna Bennight of Tuscalo
1ch she will” exhxblt

/ _ To Any Shoppers ln
Our Store On Saturday,
Oct. 25th Who Are

- Dressed In .
Old-Fashion Dress.

Jonathon Logan for Juniors

Turtle Bax Jeans & Tops

Lori Lynn Sportswear

Mr. Jack for the Taller Woman

Lady Jack in Half Sizes

Exquisite Form Bras & Girdles -

Hanes Hosiery (Men & Women)

Manhattan Shirts & Sport Coats

Mr. Dee Cee Shirts

Rappers Pants by Mr. Dee Cee

City Club & Endicott Johnson Shoes for men

Personality Shoes for Women '

Red Goose & Mother Goose Shoes for Children
COMPARE US FOR '

QUALITY — VALUE — SERVICE
N A PN AP
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Continued From Page 2

The day. Mr. Cogswell un-
loaded his household goods it

-was a sight  to see. They
_unloaded one bay horse, one

surrey which amused me very
much, as it was the first buggy I
had " ever seen  with “fringe
around the top, and the first to

come to this country town, one.-

bird' dog, "white and brown
named  Jack - or- Dan, and
several loads of household
goods They brought with them

.a greater. stock- of groceries
.‘than:the entire stock of the

town’s one small store. Jack-
. and Julian were small boys, and
" ‘there was Righter Cogswell who

didn’t stay in Pell City much.

-+ "The Cogswells:moved into the.
- house where Mrs: Starnes now -
.~ lives; which occupiés block’

number two of the orlgmal
survey of Pell City. Here were
born the three . Cogswe!ll

daughters: Elizabeth (Mrs. Qrr ,
Starnes), ‘Isabelle (Mrs. . Dean .

Davis), and Mary - (Mrs.
Charles ‘Balof).
‘had great plans for Pell City. He
was an enthusiastic promoter
and had the abxhty to instill into
‘the hearts and minds of. ‘his
fellow citizens the desire to see
thenr town prosper. .

“Bays D. Cather, Sr -gives'a
vivid description of the coming
miills' and ‘the courthouse. Mr-.
Cather came from Ashville in
1902. He was editor of The Pell

. City News, was postmaster for

two terms, and was in the
mercantile business. He also

~ owned and operated the local

theater. ‘He was married to

Daisy Kilgroe of Seddon. Mr.
- Cather wrote: '

The year 1902 was an
unusually dry year. Farmers

. were greatly worried. Some of
-them. sold out and ‘moved to

Texas, Arkansas, and
Oklahoma Two good things
happened to the town:Pell City

. became. a branch county seat

‘and the courthouse was built,

.and the cotton mill came to

town. The spending of a million

.dollars for labor and materials

during such a bad crop year was
like receiving manna.irom
heaven.

An ordinance passed by the
constitutional convention in

Montgomery in 1901 provrded_‘
* for-a branch county seat in St.

Clair County Travel was
difficult since the county is cut
in-half by Backbone Mountain,

kand people living' south -of the

........ SO R ADAPUA, | U " T S

Mr. Cogswen :

swells Ea

to ermmgham from there to
Whitney, the Southern station
three miles from the courthouse
at Ashville. :

An' election was- held on

January 6, 1902; to-determine -

the site of the- branch -court-
house. Four towns were asking
for it:

by . a ‘majority of 600, " Block

twenty-six was purchased fromv'
the Pell City Realty Company‘

as a site for the’ buildirig. This

- was ‘known as: Lacy ‘Hill, as it

had been .the' site of - the two
story log house of Abner Lacy

Probate Judge W.S. Forman .
‘was authorized to- borrow $3,000.

The moriey was borrowed from
Mrs. Bert McLaughlm Forney,

Miss' Bertle Lee McClendon‘

(Mrs Pat Roberson) James L.

‘Herring, and J.P. Phlllps The

burldmg was accepted by the

" county in March of 1903, and a
-spring term of court was held in

the Southern Judicial Division.
. .In1902, Mr. Cogswell gave 150
acres of Iand which included a

very fine spring, to Pell City

manufacturing Company. Soon
the construction of the first
saw-tooth cotton mill in .the

South was: begun George W..
Pratt, who was in touch with the.

Draper autoloom interests, and
Howard Bullock of New
England were instrumental in
having the mill located at Pell

City. The cornerstone of the.

building was laid in August of
1902, and by the close of 1903
there were about 1500 new
inhabitants' in .the. town. Pratt
was president of the company. -
“Just as things were looking up
for Pell City, two events of
catastrophic - nature occurred,

‘and again -the citizens were

called upon to weather a storm.
Late in the summer of 1902:-the
owners of the Seaboard Au'lme
Railroad, having purchased the
East and West, tied it to

Atlanta. The Coal City and-

Ragland line was extended:to
Birmingham.
Black Creek Coal: Fields near
Margaret and ‘Acmar. The
owners “decided it would be
profitable to -drill ‘a
through Backbone Mountain,

Pell City, Eden, Coal”
City, and. Riverside.- After a .
- heated campaign, Pell. Clty won

'was slow but sure:

It pierced the

tunnel -

Springs and hauled in wagons

across Bald Rock Mountain to
the site of the tunnel, The heavy
rolling machinery had to be
tracked across the mountain.
That is, small sections of the
tracked across the mountain.
That is, small sections. of the
track’ wrth steel rails were laid,
and ' when ‘the machmery

"‘reached .the énd” of the laid

track, men were takmg up the

‘back end of ‘thé frack and

re—laymg ‘it in’ front. of "the
moving machines. The method

" Some of- the high explosives
used in blasting were shipped to
the Southern depot at Pell Clty
and transferred from there in

" wagons to the tunnel site: Those

were busy .days--building a
cotton mill, a new. courthouse,
and a new railroad aIl the same-
year. - .

One mght in November ‘when

- there was a large. shxpment of
-dynamlte and several kegs. of

powdef at the station, the depot-
caught fire. It was’ some time"
after midnight;, and few of the .
volunteer fire flghters knew “of

the explosives until the railroad

men began to yell'a warning.
Jack Hall' did :not hear” the -
warning. He was: attempting to
move a new sewing machine:
from _the station’.
instantly killed. Tom Whitfield, -
a Negro man who was doing the
masonry work for the new mili,

went too-near the’ fire and was- .

killed. One of the crew, who was
moving a freight engme away’
from the fire was struck by a
piece of lumber which pierced ‘
his ‘chest. Colonel N.B. Spears
was struck by pieces of flying
crockery and almost lost his
life. Doc Crowley, who had the
drugstore,” was. hadly injured.
Joe Willingham’s house had the

_knocked from the walls, and the

Cornett Hotel was partly
wrecked. Windows were blown -
from the old Maxwell building.
A number of homes caught fire
from flymg timbers. The. next

morning there was a hole where
" the depot had been that was big
. enough to put the courthouse in.

One of the engines backed up'to,

" Seddon, and the crew tried to '}

get Dr. Crump to come down
and treat the wounded. But the
doctor was on a case and could
not be reached. However, Dr,
J.T. Brown of vaersxde Dr.
Turner of . Cropwell, and Dr.

ly.

"Although the dxsast
forceful blow to the li
the people went bacl
with a will to re
damage Soon; howe
were to face yet
disaster” Two years
courthouse at Pell
finished and sessions
were in full swing
citizens in the norther
of the county charge
was unconstitutional
two sets of court in on
These - people .reque

- legislature to have. the

of: county and circuit
Pell 'City abolishe

legislature did thijs,

Alabama Supreme Cot
the decision. The !
Judicial Division was .

“

He was' |
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. came from Ashville in

. He was editor of The Pell

3y News, was postmaster for

.wo téerms, and was in the

mercantlle business. He" also

- owned and ‘operated the local

theater. He was married to

Daisy- Kilgroe of Seddon. Mr.
Cather wrote: :

‘The year 1902 .-was an
unusually ‘dry year. Farmers
were greatly worried. Some of
them . sold. out’ and moved to
Texas, Arkansas and
Oklahoma Two good things

happeried to the town:Pell City.

became.a branch county seat
‘and the courthouse was built;

.and the. cotton mill came’ to '

town. The spending of a million

.dollars for labor and materials

during sucha bad crop year was
llke recewmg manna. trom

Montgom
- branch county seat i

mance passed py thev

manufacturing Company. Soon
the construction of the first
saw-tooth cotton mill in. the

South was- begun. George W..

Pratt, who was in touch with the
Draper autoloom interests, and
Howard ~Bullock of New
England were instrumental in
having the mill located at Pell
City. The corrierstone of the.
building -was. laid in August of
1902, and by the ‘close of 1903
there- were -about . 1500 new
‘inhabitants in the town. Pratt

‘was president of the company.

" Just as things were looking up

for Pell- City, two events of
:catastrophxc nature occurred,

again -the citizéens were
called upon to weather a storm
Late in the summer of 1902;-the
owners of the Seaboard Axrlme
Rallroad having purchased the
East and West, tied it to

.Atl‘aia The Coal City and‘

from the station. He was'
instantly killed. Tom Whitfield,
a Negro man who was doing the
masonry work for the new mill,
went too-near the fire and was’

killed. Oné of the crew, who was

moving a freight engine away’
from the fire was struck by a
piece of lumber which ‘pierced
his ‘chest. Colonel N.B. Spears
was struck by pieces of flying
crockery and almost lost his
life. Doc Crowley, who had: the
drugstore, was.badly injured.
Joe lelmgham s house had the
_knocked from the walls and the
Cornett Hotel was partly
wrecked. Windows were blown
from the old Maxwell building.

A number of homes caught fire -
_from flying: timbers. The. next’
‘morning there was a hole where .

" the depot had been that was bxg

- enough to put the ‘courthotise in.

‘One of the engines backed up to._
Seddon, and the crew: tried to
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get Dr. Crump to come down °f .
a] d‘treat the wounded But the’ 3
d could: -
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in 1905 when John Pelham was
cireuit judge and circuit court
in Pell City abolished. The
legislature did this, and the
Alabama Supreme Court upheld

_the decision. The Southern

Judical Division was abolished
in 1905 when John Pelham was
circuit judge and James L.
North was sheriff. W.S. Forman
was -probate judge. Although

the pride of the citizens was
hurt, they went to work at once’

to have the courts re-

established. They contended”

that the court dockets were so
crowded that
witnesses, judges, peace
officers, and anyone else who
had to attend court were forced
» to make the tiresome trip to
Ashville for several terms of

lawyers; '
* the. courts; Pell City began its
‘real development. The ‘cotton |

‘court before their cases finally:

came before ‘the
jurors.

John W. Moore of Pell City.
ran for the state legislature and

judge and

‘pledged himself fo have ‘the
constitution amended to allow a-
“county to have a branch court,

Attalla
as a

Ed Hamner of
‘announced himiself

.candidate for the State senate

on"the same platform. These'

two men were elected, and > cor .
. spent a million dollars in 1938

when ' the legislature met in
1907, the constitution  was.
amended. ' '

- After the 're-e'stablisﬁménbt__ofi. -

mill" brought Thomas Henry

‘Rennie, a man skilled in the

manufacturing business, to take

chaxjgé "of that- enterprise. Mr.
Pratt, whb-wa\s president of the

-company, was in many respects

a genius, but his greatest ability
was that of a salesman. Mr.

Rennie came in-1907 and’

remained until 1936, making an

outstanding success of the mill._ _
period E.A;

During this : y.
Thompson was superintendent.
The Pell City ‘Manufacturing

- Company was sold to Avondale

Mills ‘in’ 1919. The company

and 1939 to make it a thoroughly
modern denim mill: R
~ Pell-City’s first school was

taught in a little  schoolhouse -
built by Sumter Cosgwell, W.H. .
Miller, and many others. Miss™
Dadie Griffith was the teacher.
By 1905 the town had a school
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syétem with riine months of free

“schooling./A brick schoolhouse
‘was erected where the City Hall

stands today. Professor P .M.
Matthews, who  wasg also a
lowyer, served as ' principal.
Handy Ellis--later Judge Ellis--
was principal from 1907-1908. In
addition to the public schools;
the cotton mill company

.maintaineda-splendid school on

the hill near the mill. Many
years later Miss Iola. Roberts
came to each in that school was
taken over by the County Board
of Education, and a new brick
building was "erected, it was

-named- :-the. Iola. Roberts

Elementary “School. Miss
Roberts has contributed much
to the civic, social, and religious
life of the town. =~ - . °




