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St. Clatr News Aegis

3t. Clair Ceuntian Helped
Launch State in 1819

A county older than the State of Alahama, St. Clair‘Coudty ﬁii"

virtual wilderness at the time of its creation, November 20, 1818 by the
second 8cssion of the Terrltorlal Legislature meeting in St. Stephens. ;;' :’: 
: Its hauscs were leg cabins and its roads, such as they wera, had been :

' §5.;cut by Andrew,Jackaon's Tennaaseans while fighting the Creeks in H_V‘

_be held at Alexander Brewn 's house,n@eting there first on.

1yw_cember 7y 1818 The first case doﬂketed was a damage sult filed by

Joal Chandler Against Alexander Brewn, David Ceqner, eor Cenner, active*';"

1', ,l’dur1ng the fermativo years of beth St. Clair County and Alabama, 31gned”
:;court decuments as: Shertff, having been appeinted to this pesitien on
,;,Nevember 20 1818 Conuor wag of Irish descent, was abeve medium .

height, and had a fair complex1on. "A keen trader, he was a good .”

; mountaineer voters -f the ceunty,"

In. 1819 Ste Clair Ceunty was on the Creek frontier, with a

-few widely scattered settlements. Acrosa the Coesa River to. the7eA

hunty fcr a decade. In their first clectlon, the
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An able and oxparianéod assembly ef ferty-feur men, including
St. Clair Ceunty delegate, David uonncr, met in Huntsville en
:uiy 5, 1819, te begin drafting the first censtitutien fer Alabama.,
7in sessien fer less than ene menth, the Cenventien adjeurned en
August 2, 1819, after complating its work, and the new Censtitutien,
signed by the delegates, was ferwarded te Washington fer censideratien
ﬁy the Cengress, By jo@nt reselutien, which President James Monree
signed, Congress admitted Alabama te the Unien on December 1l, 1819,
} Under the newly adepted state censtitutien, which previded
for a general electien to cheese staté and lecal officials, weters eof
. 3te Clair Cnunﬁy selacted David Ccnnor,to represant them as their first
State Senater. Fellewing his electien as senater, Octeber 28, 1819, he
resigned as sheriff and met with the first Alabama State Legislature,
which cenvened temperarily at Hunt:viile, because the tbwn of Cahawba,
oar Cahaba, lecated at the cenfluence of the Algbama and Cahaba Rivers
belew Selma, had net yet beén laid eut, altheugh it had been designated
the permanent capital ’f:the state by the Territerial thislature.
| Records ah-; that in Octeber 21, 1820, Cenner entered land
near Caldwell in St. Clair Ceunty, and later when he seld the preperty,
~ he alone aigned the deed. The veters were avidently pleased with the
record 6f their firsﬁ State Senater because they re-slected him te
the effice in 1822, while the capital was still lecated at Cahawba, and
again in 1828 and 1831, after it had been meved to another "permanent!
1ocatien\at Tﬁscalias;.
| On March 2l, 1832, the Creek Indians ceded to the United
. States all their land east of‘the Coosa River to the Geergia line, A
‘;jdécade,pfior té this time, white squatters, land speculaters, and

L begun,
i‘bsotleggersfha,d/\{novhs inte the Indian lands and their actiens and




ed brovoked much of the cenflict and disorder that prempted Andrew
Jackson and ether officials te presa‘fer removal of the Indians te
~the West, After the Indians were marched westward under military
escort aleng the "Trail ef Tears" and Talladega County created,

David Cenner left St. Clair Ceunty and Meved into the fertile farmlands
nerth eof Choccelecce Creek, where for several years he repertedly
ﬁconducted"a stere, | L |

In 1841, sh;rtly after tﬁp establishment of the‘R§pub1i¢ of

Texas, follawing the dafeat of~the;HexiCans ana theiflﬁéésidcht’Santa

Lo Ana by Sam Houston and the Texana, David Gennor felt- cnce nere the

 “1 ;urge te meve into a developing region;f He jeined thqzwave of settlers

?;mov1ng into the rich ﬂands‘of the~~ st‘Texas river bcbté@i; settling
ash i 'Jthé'basin ef’the»Brazoa River,
; ad in Brenham, Texas.

Dafld Cennér WAas typical o? his frontier gensratlon, always

“ eager: to develop the rich lands beinc opaned to settlement as the frentier

- moeved westward. He like te be an 1n1tiatcr, te® help erganize affairs

U
» o

and then meve on te regioens needing men of his inclinatien, thus par-

ﬁ tivipatlng in the formative years Of a county, a state, and a republic.
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