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Rodney Stephens, Born Sept. 10" 1941, Passed away
April 22, 2008.

Wife Judy Stephens, No children.

Worked at 3M 9 %2 yrs. Went to work for General
Motore in 1975, retived 2002

He enjoyed riding motorcycle, being on the river.

He mostly enjoyed being on our little farm in Pell
City until he got gick and we sold it and moved back
to North ALA., We lived there until he passed away.
I am not sure what years he went to Cropwell. Iam
Isoking forward te meeting y’all. Tharks for putting
reunion together. Judy
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Sorme of the pioneer families of Cropwell were Coleman, Collins. Roberson, Truss, Buchanan,
Wa lker, Alex ander, Tumer, Har dwick, Braden, Murchis on, Willingham, and Roland,

Cropwell citizens were the {irst to vote for the three mill 1ax used in the public schools. Out of
1his tax revenue, the peopte of Cropwell built the School we are now using. At that time Mr. Roy Gibson
was the principal of Cropwell School. He remained prineipal for many years after the new schoot
building at the present site, and under his successful leadership, Cropwell probably had the best
organized and well-diseiplined school. He later became Superintendent of St. Clair County Schools. ivir.
Gibson served the schools well and has worked toward having better scheols and has provided the
schools with zood teachers and equipment.

Cropwell now has three general merchandise siores in which the Reberson's store is the most
successful. Fail Roberson alse owns a cotton gin and a cotien warehouse and is a dealer in fertilizer.

Cropwell is a smal! village having three stores, a gristmill and a cotion gin. Cropwell has a
Baptist church. In 1901 Cropwell had a drug store. but now the building is being vsed for the post office.
For the past few years and at the preseny time, Amanda Funderbu g is the post master.

There are nawral resources in Cropwetl, Limestone, sandstone and shale can be found in the
aren. Cropwell itself is located in dotomite and boulders of chert can be found also. fron ore is also
found in the area.

CROPWELL NOTES

(These notes were on the reverse of the title page.)
The first Masanic Lodge in St. Clair County was at Cropwell.
The first trading post in St. Clair County was at Cropwelt before 1865
William T. Smith came to St. Clair County in 1849 wilk: his parents. Smith was a successful
businessman at Cropwelt when the war came on. He endisted in Co. F. 5th [sic] Ala. Infantry Regiment.
Sniith was promoted to Colonel by the end of the war. He served in Ala. Legislature 1886-88.
4. Natural resources

3 e

limestone
shale
sand
iron ore

5. Pionecer familics
Coleman Twner
Coliins Hardwick
Roberson Willingham
Truss Braden
Buchanan Murchison
Walker Roland
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HISTORY OF CROPWELL
By Charles B, Keel
Aprii 28. 1933

(This was typed from a handwritten manuseript by Charles E. K eel. The copy was found among the
papers of Mrs. D J. Bartlet 1, a teacher for many years at QOdenville.)

Crapwell dates back to 1834, probably founded in the carly thirties. According to the old deeds
and records, Cropwelt postoffice was established in 1837, 1 don't know the cxact date, but Mr, Pat
Roberson has a letter that came throvgh the post office in 1837, The date is stamped on the envelope.

The carly white settfers moved in the Cropwell area as the Indians moved out. The early white
seltlers came from Georgia and South Carolina. Most of the carly white settlers were Scoteh-Irish and
Welsh.

The first post master of Cropwell was |. T). Bennett.

Cropwell was [irst located at Roberson's Ferry on the Coosa River, which was later known as
Truss's Ferry, Cropwell was also cailed Coosa and then Jater called Diana. On the old deeds and records,
Cropwell was listed as "Crosswell," which was a misprint: the double "s" being a seript for a "p."

The first Masonic L.odge in St. Clair County was organized in Cropwell.

Before the Civil War, one of the [irst and best trading posts was established at Cropwell, William
T. Smit h founded this irading post in Cropwell. having a good line of goods such as kardware.
groceries, and medicines.

Tn 1861 Company F of the Teuth Alabama Infantry Regiment. the Wilcox Brigade was organized
in Cropwell. Company F was engaged in the following battles during the Civil War: Dansville, York
Town. Williamsburg. Sandy Pines, Harper's Ferry, Sharpberg, Fredericksberg. Chanceliorsville. Salem
Church. Gettysburg. Those arc the major battles that Company F was engaged in. The Cropwell boys
were i the battle of Harmpers Ferry. General (Stone Walt) Jackson taken 5.000 men and left General
Lee's forces in Maryland and captured Harper's Ferry and a garrison of 10.000 Yankees.

One of the outstanding men of Cropwell that was in the Confederate Ay was William T. Smit
h. He was born June 4, 1844, at Petersburg, Virginia. When he was five years of age. he came 1o 8¢,
Clair County alorg with his parents. He received a common educatian at Cropwell School,

When the War between the States broke out. he hiad just established a mercantile business ot
Cropwell. having bought most of his poads on the credit. Smith. believing it was his duty o serve his
country in such a conflict, left his business with his clerk and enlisted in Company F, Tenth Alabama
Infantry Regiment. {(Another outstanding citizen of Cropwel] was L. 1. Truss. He also enlisted in
Company F. 10th Ala. Inf. Reg.. accepting the rank of Captain of Company F.) As the end of the war,
Smith recaived many promotions, his rank was Col. of the 10th Ala,

When Smith retumed from the Army, his business had dwindled to nothing. but with fortitude
and determination of the men who had served the Confederate States ol America . S, of AL} through
the War, he reopened his business. and in a short time added farming and a sawmill to his operations. In
ali these he was successful.

In 187t Smith moved 10 Wilsonville where he established a lumber businass. William T.
Smith was elecied to the State Legislature from Sheiby County in the sessions of 1886-88. Pe was 2
Baptist, Mason and & Demeoerat, :

John W_ Jone s started a mercantile business at Cropwell in 1841, Jones Fail Roberson and Pa:
Rabersen Grandfather. and the business s still operated under the name of I Fall Roberson & Sons.

Tones Fall Roberson is a descendant of one of the carliest Southern famities. £ Fall Roberson has
devated his entire business career to activities in 4 mast successful merchandise business. and has served
in the Alabama House of Representatives. While J. Fall Roberson was serving the State Legislature. he
was a delegate 10 nominate Under wood for President of the United States in 1924. He was bom
December 21, 1876, at Cropwell. son of James Russe!l Roberson and Addie Jones Roberson. Pat
Raberson is president of the Union State Bank. located at Peli City. Alabama,
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"~ Mack and I came to fo‘Oi’Werrom

.;'ﬁ.ff'fEasonVllle 10) Mack could play basketbal
}f}'-‘.{,;-rWlth Charhe Staples and Wayne
~ Dunaway. I remember I came into Mr
~ Drummond’s room and made friends
~ have lasted a life time. I worked Lln:_kth
~lunch room there and after 30 years of
 service to the Pell City School System'fIf
~ still working in. the lunch room |

end of the school year [ am_ha”’ py to
Twill) be retiring and. doing some things
_.l.;_i.--have been wantmg to do for a long t1































¥ Years at Cropwell School from September, 1947 ~
May, 1957

Benny (Buddy) Mathis
May 5, 2013

Mrs. Addie Gray was my 1% grade and 2™ grade teacher. She taught low first and high
rst grade. Mrs. Ricker was my 3" and 4% grade teacher, and Mr. Ricker was my principal. The
uring my 5™ and 6 grade years, Mrs. Carrie Drummonds was the teacher. When they first
arted the WFHK Radio Station, a gentleman from the WFHK Radio Station came down and
terviewed the class. Mr. Kell was the principal during my 7" and 8" grade years, and I saw hin
n occasions getting a hickory off of a tree and tan two older boys hide for not playing soft ball.

r. David Bryant was the principal and my 9" grade teacher. I’ve seen Mr. Bryant on two
ifferent occasions take his belt off and whip a 9" grade boy for cussing. When I first started
bool, we bad outdoor toilets on each end of the school in the back, vne for the boys and one fo
e girls. But later indoor bathrooms were built.

In later years, a lunch room was built. During my high school years my mother ran the
tunch room at Cropwell School. The lunch room now serves as a Boy Scout meeting place.

We had a softball field across the road in the area that is now part of the Lakeside Park
Walking Track.

I remember the time when | was in the 9% grade that we went over to Jonesboro and
played basketball. I was on the team and Mr. David Bryant was our coach. We rode over in his
car to play ball. My mother had planned to meet me at the school upon our return that night. But

he ended up having to take my aunt to the hospital to give birth to one of my cousins and didn’t
make it to pick me up. We lived over in the Mays Bend area, so it was a long five mile walk back
0 home for me. Since it was dark and I was frightened, 1 probably set a record for running that


































& HAVE TWO SONS, (PAUL JR.) & (CLINT). WE ALSO HAVE NINE
RAND CHILDREN & TWO GREAT GRAND CHILDREN. (WE GOT

HE ONE THING T ALWAYS DID WAS OBEY ALL THE RULES. I
REMEMBER MYSELF AS A MODEL STUDENT. (LORD KNOWS |
WOULDNT LIE.

Y FIRST & SECOND GRADE TEACHER WAS MRS. GRAY. MY
HIRD & FOURTH GRADE TEACHER WAS MRS. CURD & MRS.
LLOYD. MY FIFTH & SIXTH GRADE TEACHER WAS MRS. CAREY

| WORKED FOR ALABAMA POWER COMPANY FOR (40) YEARS,
AND RETIRED IN 2004. |

WE HAVE A FARM IN ELMORE COUNTY, WHERE WE HAVE LIVED
[FOR THE LAST 39 YEARS. WE TRAVEL A LOT AND STAY AT OUR



















Myra Smith G‘mﬁ of Anniston,
ers Braden

Traywick of Montgomery,
' Chatlanooga, Tennesses, Qleane Beay
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