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Gibson left Cropwell for St.
Clair County High School in 1926

" and served as principal there
for ten years. During his years.
as principal and teachers, the

summers were spent on come
pleting his undergraduate
degree in history at the
University of Alabama, and in
1935 he received his Masters
Degree in supervision and
administration in education. -
.“The graduate classes were
small then — graduate school
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buying buses and the county
Board of Education took over
the transportation system’”’

“said Gibson. . :
The county’s school buses

were frequently ‘of wooden
body, and the war - brought
difficulty in the purchase of new
buses. In 1943 Gibson applied to
the State Department of
Education for 12 new steel

- bodied buses. His application

was turned down, so he took a
camera, made pictures of the

anges 1

work out, then we'll go back to
the old way.”- G
“After a year they could see
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the advantages for their.

children, and none of the
schools we closed down were

reopened,” noted Gibson. ~ - ;

In 1943, the school lunch
program was introduced to St. |
Clair County, and the first one’
began at Odenville. “They were
the only school with space
which could be converted into a
lunchroom,” said Gibson..

“We didn’t know much about
running a lunchroom program
that first year, but we learned.
The lunchroom at St. Clair
County High School made $1,500
that first year,” noted Gibson.

Gibson said that the state

-allocated $2,500 for the con-

struction of concrete block
buildings for lunchrooms, and
thus concrete block lunchrooms

" sprang forth throughout the

.county. “That $2,500 wasn't
enought to build the building but
the coinmunities and PTA’s
would come through with

“money to complete. the

buildings.”
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into the schools throughout the ;
counties and the additions of |
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area of accomplishment of
Gibson’s administration. “We g
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Iola Roberts, the County
Training School, Eden School A

and Pell Cith High City High

School were all built during {4

Gibson’s administration, with

additions to buildings made

4 graduates of -the throughout the county.
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— 1 enjoyed it
Gibson brought changes tothe:
schools in which he was exg
ployed, and in his terms 5
Superintendent of Educationf
brought about constructive i
necessary change for the wh‘f(e
county school system — he (‘gd :
what he thought should be iofe
for the benefit O the chiligp
and youth of the county.
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