: pwaect says. st
Agent Loyd Ownes.

! them ‘a Ticense to ope
: statlon of thexr own,

,Umve;sﬂy ; ;
- staff in; the 'coun‘ty
Requuements for the’
‘include learning the intern
al Moxse code, along 1

mxttexs.\ Also learnil g
fules and: regulations on operat-
~ing ‘privileges and pro edu
are part of the project.
The ‘amateur radio pmgect

a part of the over-all county 4-H|

electric program:
“Oneadvantage -.of 1

_project,” says -Owens, “is 1he

service: these boys could g

the  ‘county in  the event ;of‘

dlsaster.”

mg  this proyect
County is the appeal
both farm and non-farm

‘bers. “Not only are these boys|t

Jearning about . the fie
electronics but . they  hay
worthwhile hobby.” believes the

' pastures wﬂl 1mprove our beef

pro"l am.’

_operation will 1equne a
f l1abor, buf with the latest

cal devxce “he hopes: to
1s to a mmlmum.

houses: have completely autos
matlc feeders and Waterers To

tract and carrier ‘between them.

i Eges are plcked up thce a day, |}

“To help keep moductmn un.

Pohce Sdld
night: and-"is
charged with: tw
degree burglary, o
attempted  burglary and one,y
count. of ‘assault thh mtent 1o
murder,

Mason-ct. He is believed to bat

NOTE : :Gled)

rerouted but the o!der sec
lcunchmg rczmp

the same person who broke intof

thp honge earlier and striek Q[DEd

d"?‘"‘\l‘f T SAL i iRl




old U, S. 231 in St. _Clair County. The highway has been
‘ion is s’rxH inuse, now as a pubhc!y mamtamed boa’c

© BIRMINGH

)AT RAMP — The rising waters of Logan Martin Lake:

A POST-HERALD — Tuesday, April 27, 1965 — PAGE § -

‘gg‘)f;’ei: into debt more

ars agamst

pear

A W ole c_:ommumty-—-Eason

and the lake now covers ifs site. |
~Two  fairsized . spring-fed|

—1lakes, each ‘gbout’ 25 to . 30{Was DIOXCD W
‘| acres—were  swallowed ‘up byl's

the larger body of water.
(“On'a “day this Summer
T'll -bet there

smile.)
Nea
Wﬂhams voad buﬂdmg forces
are

, ere’ll be some good|—
1fishing over. those springs out| ..
there,” sald Hamﬂton with al o

\flmshmg grading for|
|paving of a new road from U. S:

ing that T would‘bu‘ d alpu
,anybody who could .

 Largest selling Charcoal Com

: Sweetens Mouth-Sto

or.your 43¢ back at

tablets whenever your.
ra

‘231 to Logan Martm dc\m Al
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- BIG SOAP OPERA

‘There was a time not too. Jong
ago when citizens of this area
and “Alabama whole were
shaking their heads and saying,
“tch, teb, “teh,” about the go-
ings-on within. ‘the “confines -of
the Alabama - Public Service
Commission, . where  apparently
no one could agree with anyone
and ~ dissension. . veighed su-
preme, .

Now, it would seem that the
combustion -within our own lo-
cal govexmng body, the  St.
Clair Couniy Couxt of Commis-
sioners, bids fair o put the
PSC- to. shdme

The shenamgans that have de-,

veloped fronr a: fuss about Py

' *x'ionics,' political
just  plain
tzur an” old ‘xoned Keystone
Kops comedy serlal

The fuxor ‘began when Hoyt
Handilton, pwbdte “judge and

chairmanof thg scounty cony

misstoners . court, - balked . at
siening - checks for road work-
ers. which plovxded for the de-
-duction of ‘union due< (a matter
which had been pre:determined
by a unanimous::vote of the
commissioners). i

Well, on the face of if, this
didn’t " scem  like  toe “big a
problem. Bul Hamilion cited an
apparently -~ valid . ailorney gen-
. eral’s opinion -thal a county
governing . body  couldn’t = of-
ficially recognize a union as a

Bargaining  agent  for. county :
: employw&, and the fight, was

oo s ey ew g el

sneaky “ai-fig] htmg

20N
5 3s‘nm

o ————
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-MosT OF the d(,taxls you ve
i already read in thxs newspaper
You: know that a court “order
was 1ssued by Cncmt Judde ¥,
0, ’mutten Jr: -—wha dpparent—
ly would have just as soon stay-
ed:out of the ‘whole thmg — fol-
lowed: by an amellded ‘order

- which, broadly mterpleted told ;

. g Hamilton to: Lut out-the foolish-

(LIRS

< EUN S

ness and’ 31gn the “checks.

You “also kiow ‘that Judge
Hamilton *‘¢ut " Such .a broken-
field path in evading subpoena-
servers as . to make The TFugi-
 tive look like a rookie.

Al of fhis led {o Tuesday’s
b ruling by Judge Whitien that
Judge Hamilton “was ‘in con- , !
tempt of courf. .The ~probate
judge of the county was order. |
. ed — fhough -not - physically -
U commitied — o Jall. The PRO-
BATE JUDGE, mmdymx.

A sorry state .of affairs, fo
say the least. Granting the pro-
‘bate judge the honest opinion
of this colunn that he was prob-
ably oh safe legal ground in re- .
fusing - to play. footsy with- the
union (I cam’t see that the ,
* county should have to  keep

books for the AFL-CIO), it must |,

be said that his handling of the ¢

& Cont'd To Back Page
‘First Section

e B s o R

rn

R

. Y
the chimney. with care, while
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Neek after Week--

-entire affair was less than
smooth,

THE CLU\/ISY and seemingly v
clandestine actions which led to
the inevitable contempt ruling 2S007
by Judge Whitten were, in My  TrT——
opinion, the calculated respons- Q

ibility -of Hamilton, for which |
he should have heen — and ap- *
parently was not — plepaled P,
to be answerable, . QQE‘
Despite: the fact that he lost 38001
this  bitter “batile, however, _____
Judge Hamilton may have won -
the war, since on :the morning .
of the contempt hearing (could :
this have been coincidence?) he i'l‘g
called a speeial mecling of the
commissioners, court, at Whjchf
time {wo of the commissioners|
— Charles Williams and H. N.|
Mize — completely reversed ‘§$
their former positions on’ the| )
matter of ‘the union, giving| {3
Judge Hamilton the weapon of, J =
his issue-deciding ex-officio vote] 91
(See inside page-of- this issue| -

for the full text of the resolu-|. .

tion adopted af that Tuesday|, :

wirning meeting.) : AL %
Up until that time ‘Hamilton ! . 2

had, been. confronted with :the E T
mgre -dedicated . opposition - of :
commissioners J.0 B. . Walters|’
and Clyde Monow, v who- " had
used ihe. apparently - reluctant
votes.'of Williams and Mize lo s
make their cause unammom '
‘WITH THE retentiy-xeelected
Mize and cohort Williams hav-{, *
mg done an ahout faca, how- )
ever, Wallers and’ W/Iorrow may :d .
now have to face the dismal| o
prospect of defeat on the umon -
matter. :
Of the turnaboufs, Walters)"S
says anerily, “Hamilton sweei-| &
talked them back - onto his| ™
side.” He says that he folg |
Mize following the Tuesday|'V |
meeting, “You don’t have ﬂxe,
bdckbone you were born with.” :
Mize, Walters says, grinned,| 'Y
replied, “Merry Chrxstmas,

~aad) Aownartod.
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So what have we now? Charg-

es.. - ‘Counter-charges. fndict-!
. e

ments. Rulings. Opinions. Ap—‘
peals.

ty situation — and one which
could. inspire in St. Clair Coun-
tians any feeling of - confidence
and - trust in - their elected of-
ficials, who daily carry on the
important governmental and
fiscal affairs of the. county.

" For Judge Hamillon you have
to gay that his stand was, to be
¢haritable, ~a mon-political one,
since. it scarcely figured to ‘win
him votes.

For nen-wavering conmmis-
sioners . Walters and  Morvow
you have to say that their dedi-
cation ' was equally as hulldog-
ish as’ Hamilton's.

And- for Williams and Mize
you could perhaps say that they

. had rather switch than tight.

IIF WE  had a soap con
mercial and a lite background
organ music. we could seit the
whole. blurb to the TV people.

Meanwhile, seeminily over-
looked by everyonc in the midst
of this political square dance is
the fact 'i,ha't. even now, Noel-
Noel is being caroled -without,
andstockings are being hung by
the chimmey with care, while
some 30 to 40 ridieulonsty-law-
paid, laberers —my: neighbors
and yours — have not received
2 cent of (heir fi-monthly - pit-
fance in mere than 3 menth.

Wil someone  please tike
time out to tell me just what
the devil is going to happen o
them during this season-te-he-
jolly? ‘
Will Judge Hamilton, true {0
pis natwal Baptist heritage,
vigit their oversized broods with
baskets . of . goodies under his
arm?

SWill ualen ofticials and sym-
pathizers throw in a Christmas
tree and a bowl of oranges?

Tune in this same time to-
morrow and let’s see if there’s
a Christian in the house.

JE——— I S

One could scarcely say with\,,
any degree of immunity from !
contradiction that it is a pret-| *
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County Case Set For
State Supreme Court

Probate Judge Hoyt
pendmg a hearing on his

Hamilton is. free on bond
appeal to the Alabama Su-

preme Count on a conviction of contempt of court in

circuit court in Pell City.

The contempt citafion by

ten. Jr.,

Cireuit Judge F. 0. Whit-

‘came after Judge Hamilton had refused a conrt

order to sign county payroll checks containing deduc-
tlons from each check for: umon dues of the empmyees

“Tn *‘his - heaungs before the‘

court. and- in. public statements
the Ploba’ce Judge ‘has- gave: as
his' reason” for not -signing- the
payroll checks with' the' deduc-
tions. - that he . did - 1ot beli
it was legal for: lum
union dues from the employee s
checks. He backed up ‘his ‘opin-
ion with a ruling on-a- similar
case from Jefferson county “in
whlch the Alabama hxgh court
had ruled that such deductmns
were not legdl He also’ had an
opionon from the Alabama At-
torney Gene1 al that s*uch deduc-
tions - were illegal. :
Judge Hamﬁton says he has
signed all employ,ef payro]l
checks for: November and De-

" cember without - any- union dues

bemg deducted.
Judge Hamllton s

complete
statemcnt is as fqll H

mone 'Ihere
at any -time: any mtentzon on
my part to depr:ve !
county employees. of any “cont
pensation due them: for services
rendered to the county 1 ‘have

}nnsxstently attempted - to . get

to St Clair County’* employees

~3udgement
B legmmate questxon ‘of the ‘legal-
Sty s mder in this .

i $EH i { :
to pursue is to file an appeal

the enure amount of the monies
due them 1 do not have on
file in my office any- authority
from . any county ‘employee to
w1thhold any part of their com-
pensatton except for 1etnement
and insurance purposes’.

“As of this time I have never
received an order from anyone
that was -clear “and concise and
founded on any legal basis for

fthhholdmg any other monies.

I would like to have it clemly
undexstood that T recognize aud
respect the Circuit: ‘Court as be-
ing the “highest Judxual tribun-
al.in this county and 1 certain-
ly - recognize ‘the’ fact “that all
its lawful orders are_ to. be car-
ried rout’ to the letter ‘It is my
however, that -a

-

£ the Judge

This . has been done and dorie

‘thlnn the: time allowed by law.

It was done " before - any - con-
termpt citation, was served on

‘e and - it-is. my. feehnd that 1

should riot be held: in contempt
for- simply . trying to get a hear-
ing’ on the merits of the matter
and to carry out -the ‘appeal

which is p10v1ded for by the
law.”

«All. payrolls for the month
of November and both  payroll
periods for -the  mon 1 of De-
cember have been signed by me
covering all wages and scrvices
performed by all - county ‘em-
ployees during these fwo months

and the payrolls were deliverad

to the Comrnissioners on De-
cember 22, 1966

“Contrary to rumors and re-
ports circulated over  St. Clair
Eourfy 1 have not ‘heen in
jail”

ke rtmstat smee2%
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Judge Hamllton Clted Fon
Cases Now GoTo Suprel

1

Probate .
tempt; of circt
-out- of the Juc
ducting union
..*. Meanwhils
sioners-Court -

~-dues-be. deduc

their decision .
probate ]udge

umon dues

ercult Judge
" ten Jr., who issu
arder 1equxrmg J
to : “sign the
found-the pxobate
tempt of ‘court at

,lengthy . trial Ty

ered Judﬂe ‘Har

. pldced in jail and

comt gmwmg “out

pulged “himself,
he’ must sign ‘the .
i Jz_ul,_ Judge ‘Ha
ers immediately
appeal to the Alat
Court and necessal
sxgncd

Thls wﬂl be: th
peal the s

: 1
from the flrst g1
legal for ‘him to.
Jobecks “for: “count
because “he Sald
Supreme . Court’ h¢
ruled that it wag
county. employees
.2 labor union. On ¢
Kt. - Claxr probate
tended that for him
roll ¢hecks would k
constxtute recogniti
umon The Suprem




d For Contempt
upreme Court

Probate Judge Hoyt Hamllton was found in’ con—
tempt of circuit. court here Tuesday in ‘a case growing
-out of the judge’s refusal to sign a- county payroll de-
ducting union dues from the payroll. -

: Meanwhile two members of the: County Commxs-
sioners-Court who had previously asked that the union
‘dues-be.- deducted - from their payroll checks- reversed
their decision and signed a resolution empowering the
probate judge to 51gn the checks thhout deducting the

umon dues

Cn'cult Judge French Wh1t~
tenJr., who issued the original
order: 1equ1rmg Judge: Hamilton. -
~sign " the ~pavroll checks,~

to
found the probate judge in con-
tempt of court at the end of a

\Iengthy trial Tuesday.He oxd-ﬂ

ered Judf’e ‘Hamilton . to . be

13 Jaxl Judge ! ‘Hamilton’s’ lawy-

ers 1mmedxately filed ‘notice - of ‘

appeal o the ‘Alabama Supreme

Court and, necessary bonds were.

51gned

Thls wxnlbe the second . ap-

state s hxgbest

Johecks - for * county ‘employees
because he said the Alabama

Supxeme Court had prevmusly‘

ruled that it was illegal for
county. employees to - be ong to
a labor umon On thls basxs the
5t Cldlr probate Judqe con-
tendecf that for him to sign pay-
roll checks would be illegal and
constitute recognition ~ of - the
union. The Supreme Court has

legal for him to sign - payro}l '

beeri ‘petltmne‘d ‘to rule on" thls
phase as, well as on the convic-
tion™ of Jud e Hamilton on the
contempt of court ruling,
County - Commissioner H. N.
sze mtroduced a, lesolutxon in

commlssxoners court: Monday

that- approved - action’ of Judge
placed in. jail -and held untxl he’.

purged hxmself meaning " that .
he ‘must sign the. checks or stay -

Hamxlton in refusing -to -sign
payroH checks w1th union dues
deducted. He made the motion
to  pass  the resolutxon +and
Co;m’xﬁséioner Charles Williams
voted ‘with_him. Commissioners
J. B. Walters and Clyde Mor-

" row ‘voted. against the resolu-

tion™ bt Judge Hamilton voted
aye and the: resolution passed.

 resolution empowered
cbate  judge to 'pay.- al.
'ty émployees any wages
] them thhout deductmg
,umon dues ‘I was brought; out
in * the court trial that Judge
Hamilton: had signed - the regu-
lar payroll checks without de-
ducting the union dues and that

a number ‘of ‘employee’s had

called: for and had collected
their. checks. ‘He noted that the
other checks were in the hands
of. the county treasurer and
-could' be had at any fime.

The resolution further stated

-that ‘any employee  of St. Ciair

county who elects to belong to
any labor union same shall be .
his -own responsibility and shall
personally assumie any obliga-
tion which he has for paying his
own dues as he so desires. By
adopting * the resolut n Com-
missioners Mize and Williams
withdrew. from the case.
Judge, Frank Embry, Charlie
Robinson and “Gerald Swann
represented ‘the - commissioners
in court. Pat Bu.sham and Yim
Klinefelter - represented Judge

- Hamilton.
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