HoYT 8. HAMILTON
JUDGE OF paol?ATE- ST CLAIR .C'C)U_NT,V

CPELL STy, ALaBAMA

Januwary 3, 1969

Dear Friend:

It gives me pLeasurp to appOlWL the persons on the atcauheu ils»
as memoers o the St Cldlf County h storical Board.

The function of the Boaxrd shall be to compile a historical record
cof this County and/or the territory that is presently this county, ,
before the admlsslon of Alabama to the Union in 1819 The historical

- recoxq, wnlcn shouid consist of names, places, vents, dates, and

~other pertinert historical information is then to be edited and cata-
loged for the purpese of writing a nlstorv of S$t. Clair County. Rlso,
. this Board shall function as a working group to obtain Hlstox1cal

' markers and deve;op hlstorlcal places and. areas in st. Clair uounty.

'Dr. Hugh c. .Bailey, Dr; H., Evan Zeiger and Dr. Wilbur Helmbold will
be featureﬁ speakers at the flr st meeting of the Board. This

. meeting -will be a "dutch" supper .at the 'Big Bull Restaurant at
- Pell City at 6: OO P. M., January 9, 1969 : :

it is extremoly 1mportant that  we -all a&enc this meeting whlch
‘is the initial orqanlzatlon meeting, and a more detalled program
of the functlons and purposes w11l be fesolved.

'Your selectlon as a menbe; 6 the Board was duly considered on

© the basis of your knowLedge,'"blllty and apparent desire to preserve
the rich hxstorxcal ‘data of St. Clair County £, for any reason,
you areé unable to gerve in the capacity as -a Board Member, will

you please notify me dnd suggest the name- of anotheL person with
_the-above menuloned CUQlltleS‘

I am looklng forward to wo:klng w1th you in this very worthwhlie
endeavor, which ig so close aud parsonal to each of us. :

hespectfully,

HBY:am

Enclosure
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um ertime—skiing, fishing,
St good times. Have you ever

0 1964, there was no lake
City because there was no

For some of us it is hard for us

to imagine life without them. For
o&ers, lhc dam is all in the name of

, '1957 the Federal - Power
Commission gave Alabama Power
4 permit to study development on
,me sa vacr Little did" they

velopmem undertaking carried out
‘byi mveslor capital.

un in 1958, the 10-ycar pro-

get of ‘around $250 million.
Progress bnngs change and the

what Pell City would be ‘

be thc biggest waterway de-

The powerhouse is 295 feet long.
Its ‘six spillway. gates are each 40
feet wide. The capacity of each

spillway gate is about 12,567,000 -
gallons per -minute.-Across the dam

is the highway that connects St.
Clair and Talladega counties. -

The Army Corps of Engmeers‘

has the responsibility of overseeing
the development of the nation’s
navigable waterways,

The Corps supplements low
flows during dry months and con-
trols flood waters. The reservoir is
lowered during the dry fall-winter
periods. From October 1 to April 1
the elevation is the normal max-
imum of 460,

‘In the month of April t'ie reser-
voir is: filled. By May 7 it is the

normal summer maximum-of 465. -
Fluctuations occur from day to day-

due to the Logan Martin Power
plant, which generates the power
for electricity.

The dam is a great source of
revenue for St Clair County. A
huge portion of Pell City’s sales tax

- 1959.

man of the board . of Alabama
Power."

He became the Assxstam At- :
torney General of Alabama in 1911
and then went on to become: the At-
torney. General of Alabama 1915 -
unul 1917.

* Martin entered the Army durmg L
World War I and was a major in the
Signal Corps and Field Artillery. -

After the war, in 1919, Mamn
was appointed judge of the Mon-
tgomery Circuit Court. In 1920, he -
moved to Birmingkam and practic-
ed law as a member of the
predecessor firms to Martin, Balch,
Bingham, Hawthorne, and
Williams, which was closely related
to ‘Alabama Power progress unnl

Martin was Alabama Power s at-
torney and a member of the Board
of Directors. . ~

He died in 1959, jus ﬁv years
before the completior
that was named in-his honor.:

Also in the county is the H. Nee-
ly Henry dam, located in the




artin Lake looks forward

nertime—skiing, fishing,
mes. Have you ever
Pell City would be

1957, the Federal Power
ommission gave Alabama Power
mit to study development on
osa River. Little did they

now that the development would
_ the Dbiggest waterway de-
ent undertaking carried out

“The powerhouse is 295 feet long.

Its six spillway gates are each 40
feet wide. The capacity of each

spillway gate is about 12,567,000
gallons per minute. Across the dam
is the highway that connects St.
Clair and Talladega counties.

The Armmy Corps of Engineers
has the responsibility of overseeing
the development of the nation’s
navigable waterways.

The Corps  supplements low
flows during dry months and con-
trols flood waters. The reservoir is
lowered during the dry fall-winter
periods. From October 1 to April 1
the elevation is the normal max-
imum of 460, ‘

In the month of April t'ie reser-
voir is filled. By May 7 it is the

normal summg:‘rfmaxim‘Um of 465. -
Fluctuations occur from day to day.

due 0 the Logan Martin Power
plant, which generates the power
for electricity. ~ o
The dam is a great source of
revenue for St. Clair County. A
huge portion of Pell City’s sales tax
is generated from the lake through

various business and recreational

activities. ... - R
The Iake also created a building

boom in Pell City. A

day ¥

man of the board
Power. ‘ :
He became the Assistant At-
tomey General of Alabama in 1911
and then went on to become the At-
tomey. General: of ‘Alabama 1915
until 1917, S
Martin entered the Army during
World War I and was a major in the
Signal Corps and Field Artillery,
~After the war, in 1919, Martin
was appointed judge of the Mon-
tgomery Circuit Court, In 1920, he
moved to Birmingtam and practic-

of Alabama

~‘ed law as a member of the
predecessor firms to Martin, Baich,

Bingham, Hawthorne, ~and
Williams, which was closely related
to Alabama Power progress, until
1959. LR
Martin was Alabama Power’s at-
tomey and a member of the Board

or.
Also in the county is the H, Nee-
ly. Henry dam, located in the
Greensport area. It was ‘the ' third
dam built in the Coosa River pro- -
Ject. Construction started on August
1, 1962. It was completed on June




complete seven ' new
X §mc plants and refurbish
d""plants by 1968, with a

ct of around $250 million.
Progr brings change and the
constmcuon of the dams certamly

a cost of
construcuon '

wnth three generators

g 42,750 kilowatts, is

e for putting out a total

owatts of power. The

‘up about 115,000 acres

tiresque - water playgrounds
mile: of shorelmes. ‘

University of Alabama.

for elecmcny

The dam is a great source of
revenue for St. Clair County. A
huge portion of Pell City’s sales tax
is generated from the lake through
various business and recreauonal
acnvmes.

_The lake-also created a ‘bu dmg;‘

‘m in Pell City. All subdi isil

On June 24, 1964 the Logan Mar- ;

tin Dam was officially dedicated.

~ Gov. Lurleen Wallace was suppos-
‘ ed to speak at the dedication but

was unable to attend. ‘Lt Gov.

, Albert Brewer, spoke inher place.
Other dignitaries at the declxca-,

uonk were: Mrs. William Logan
Martin; Alabama Power President

Walter Bouldin; Independent Pres- -

byterian Church .in anmgham

 Pastor, William D. Boyd. Also in-

cluded was.music “from “the

Talladega High School Band.

; - William Logan Martin was a na-‘
tive of Scottsboro,

Ala. He
graduated from West Point and
received a law degree

- Martin, who was admitted t0 the
Bar Association in 1908, practxced
law in Montgomery  with his

‘brother, Thomas W. Martin, chair-

m the -

that was named in hi
Also in the coumy is the H Nee-

“ly Henry dam, located

Greensport area. It v

Ject. Construction st:

: 1 1962 It Was ‘comp ed

The full reservou‘ area is ll 200 :

_acres with 339 iles of shoreline.

kilowatt capaeuy The . ‘estimated
average annual “output. is
210, 700000kilowatt-hours, :

- While the dam was being “built,
an Indian bunal ground = was
dxscovered on what was known as
Woods Island. Archaeologists ex-
amined the site ‘and came across

" some artifacts. These arc presently

on display in the lobby of the Henry

-Hydro Plant.

' The dam was named after H.
Neely Henry, a senior executive
vice-president of Alabama Power
Company.
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uss Famnly the county.

On June 24, 1964 the Logan Mar-
tin Dam was officially dedicated.
‘Gov. Lurleen Wallace was suppos-
ed to speak at the dedication but
was unable to attend. Lt. Gov.
" Albert Brewer spoke in her place.

- Other dignitaries at the dedica-
tion were: Mrs. William Logan
Martin; Alabama Power President
Walter Bouldin; Independent Pres-
byterian Church  in Birmingham
Pastor, William D. Boyd. Also in-
cluded was music from the
 Talladega High School Band.

- William Logan Martin was a na-
tive of Scottsboro, Ala. He
, C graduated from West Point and
ucmg4 750 kﬂowatts is received a law degree from the
ible for putting out a total - University of Alabama.
kﬂowatts of powel The * ‘Martin; who was ‘admitted to the
Bar Association in 1908, practiced
law in Montgomery with his
brother, Thomas W. Martin, chair-

OGA N j RT!N POWERHOUSE—-—The powerhouse of Logan Martin Dam is 295 feet long with a helght of 65

and a width of 168.5 feet. County Highway 54, the road that goes over the

The full reservoir area is 11,200
acres with 339 miles. of shoreline.

“The length of the pov house is
300 feet and its wid

Three hydra
discharge 33,500
The three. alternating. current
generators produ‘ 24,300
kilowatts each for a total of 72.900
kilowatt capacity. The estimated
average annual output is
210, 700 000 kxlowatt—hours. :

While the dam was bemg bmlt ,
an Indian burial ground ~ was
~dxscovcred on what was known as
Woods Island. Archaeologists ex-
amined the site and came across
some artifacts, These are presently
on display in the lobby of the Henry

Hydro Plant.

The dam was named after H.
Neely Henry, a senior executive
vice-president of Alabama Power
Company.

dam, connects St. Clair and Talladega

;counues. Comtrucuon on the dam began in 1960 and the dam was completed in August of 1964
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~ ODENVILLE—
ask Wes pilkington a question
~ about the "good old days" in St.
_ Clair County, you can se€¢ his
eyes light up as he  quickly
comes up with an answer. '
‘ though he is

For you See, even

-85 years old, his mind is still as
sharp as most 21-year-olds.
And, he loves nothing better -
than telling ‘stories  of his
childhood and about ihe days he
spent working on the farm of Dr.
W.T. Farmer. :

"1 worked 32 years and never

missed a payday. 1 did miss a

couple of days one time when 1

sneezed and broke right half

into," he joked.

pilkington moved into the
farmhouse in 1956. He still lives
there with the blessing of Dr.
Farmer’s heirs.

pilkington moved 0 St. Clair
in 1935 from Talladega. He said
he still remembers walking from
the Stemley Bridge arca (where
The Shack Barbecue is located
now) to catch the train to go 10
Birmingham.

"you could buy @ Coke
anywhere you wanted during the
1920s except on the train
pecause they were SO expen-
sive," he said. "They cost 2
quarter.”

The price of postage wasn’t
quite what it is today either, he
said.

"you could buy a

postcard for

#AmAd that

1902," he.

tells of yesterda ;

»1t was tough then,” he said. "

You could get paid $1 to pick
300 pounds of

cotton. That $1
would buy about three bushels
of com.” SR

Pilkington said one of the first
industries he remembers in Pell

City was the cotton mill. -

"They built the cotton mill in .
said. "There used tobe
a depot where 3B Foods is now
and the railroad used to come

3 big
sawmill where the gas business
s across from the Pell City Post
Office." i
The coal mining business was
also big in St. Clair -County,
pilkington said.
“wThere were several coal
mines in Coal City and one in
Margaret,” he said.
‘ During the two
pilkington said ]
available for anyone
ed to work.

"] was around 40 during
world War 1I and 1 didn’t
serve,” he said. "But jobs were
plentiful 10 support the war
effort. If you wanted 2 job you
could find one.”

pilkington said he missed the
first World War due to a5¢ also.

*] wa only sevenl then," he
said. "Bt 1 remember in 1917
we saw ahout 100,000 soldiers
who were training, march down
Hwy. 21 from Ft. ‘McClellan to
Talladega. I was just a kid but 1

can still remember what an

awesome sight it was."
rtn things most of us take for

World Wars,
obs were
who want-

to have
things would scare

oh from Pell City to Coal - |

mules half to death.” ‘,

Pilkington said times
much more relaxed bac
and people weren’t so Tus.

stay amonthata time."
- He said resourceful
could usually figure oul
enjoy their favorite pastime
make a little money at the?!
time. A

"] used to save up my m ney
and spend it on fishing sup-
plies,” he said. *The  suppli
would usually cost around
cents. But after 1 wo
fishing 1 would sell the
made $75 dollars one time

the fish I caught.”
pilkington’s father

four wives and left behin

teen children. '
Ppilkington has ou

wives and has %

children—Merle, Minnie, G

and Frances. L
His first wife,

1969 and his second
died six years ago. ¥ .

*] have plenty of grand-
children and gxtat—‘grandchild :
1o keep me busy,’ e said. "They
come by here 10 S€€ m
dog Joe." e

ne thing is for certain,




By CINDY: WARNCN
News-Aegls News Editor
-~ ODENVILLE—When you
ask Wes Pilkington a question
about the "good old days" in St.
Clair County, you can se his
eyes light up as he - quickly
- comes up with an answer. s
For you see¢, even though he is
85 years old, his mind is still as
sharp as most 21-year-olds.
And, he loves nothing better
‘than telling ~stories of his
childhood and about the days he
spent working on the farm of Dr.
Ww.T. Farmer. :
"1 worked 32 years and never
missed a payday. I did miss a
couple of days one time when I
sneezed and broke right haltf
into," he joked. ‘
pilkington moved into the
farmhouse in 1956. He still lives

Farmer’s heirs.

Pilkington‘move,d to St. Clair
in 1935 from Talladega. He said
he still remembers walking from
the Stemley Bridge area (where
The Shack Barbecue is located
“now) to catch the train to go to
Birmingham. - :

"you could buy a Coke
anywhere you wanted during the
1920s except on the train
because they were SO expen-
sive,” he said. *They cost a
quarter.” :

‘The price of postage wasn’t
quite what it 18 today either,
said.

*You could buy a postcard for
a penny,” he said. "And that
‘bought the card and the
postage.” ‘ '
pilkingion said
well is
gpression era. -

one thing he

~ there with the blessing of Dr.

he

the hard.

You could get pau 1w pave
300 pounds of cotton. That $1
would buy about three bushels
of com.” W
Pilkington said one of the first
industries he remembers in Pell

. City was the cotton mill.

"They built the cotton mill in
1902," he said. “There used t0 be
a depot where 3B Foods is now
and the railroad used to come
through from Pell City to Coal
City. And there was a big
sawmill where the gas business
is across from the Pell City Post
office." L

The coal mining business was
also big in St. Clair County,
pilkington said. ,
“"There . were several coal
mines in Coal City and one in
Margaret,” he said.

During the two World Wars,
pilkington said jobs were
available for anyone who want-
ed to work. ' :

"] was around 40 during
word War 1l and I didn’t

serve," he said. "But jobs were
plentiful to support the war
effort. If you wanted a job you
could find one.” ,

pilkington said he missed the
first World War due to age also.

" wa only seven then," he
said. "But I remember in 1917
we saw -ahout 100,000 soldiers
who were training, march down
Hwy. 21 from Ft. McClellan to
Talladega. I was just a kid but 1
can still remember what an
awesome sight it was.”

The things most of us take for

granted now as necessities, such
~as cars ‘and telephones,  Were
Tuxuries when Pilkington was

young.

much more relaxed back

e oi;ly\ kind of ‘ttclepho‘ne‘:s

s

cranks on the side,
"Doctors were the first
to have cars," he added. "L
things would scare peoplels
mules half to death.”
pilkington |said times W

and people weren’t SO rush

enjoy their favoﬂt::ipaSum,
y at the=s

make a little mon

and spend it on fishing sy
plies,” he said. "The ‘Supp. es
would usually cost d

pilkington’s father ©
four wives and left chin
teen children. - ‘
Pilkington has ,‘utlii?ekd
wives 'aknyd”f,ha's\ fou
children—Merle, Minnie, G. )
and Frances. i

His first wife, Fanny,
1969 and his second wife, Ma
died six yearsago.

"I have pl
children and great-gra
to keep me busy,” b
come by here 10 s
dogJoe."
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~_a previous marriage. The couple later had three daughters together. The Cogswells are pictured with their
(front row, I-r) Isbella Cogswell, Mary Cogswell, Sumter Cogswell, Lydia DeGaris Cogswell, Elisabeth C

n front) and Julian DeGaris. (Back row, I-r) Johin Annesley “Jack” DeGaris and Righter Cogswell.




FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH—First Baptist Church in
archased in 1904, This picture was taken in 1915.

WESLEY METHODIST CHURCH—Another one of Pell Cirve fircr



NEW HO‘P"E BAPTIST CHURCH—This picture of New Hope Baptist Church in Eden dates back to either the late
1890s or ﬁarly 1900s. The congregation surely must have been celebrating a special occasion. Look how dressed up

Growing & Saving With the Community §
with the best Financial Services.
xVisa - No Annual Fee - 12.9% Interest
xCompare our Savings & Loan Rates
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they could do o ¢
the Inequity of fundmg::

[ said that the ma;orxt
preser katxon work done inth

“Your county abounds ‘with
Iar.drnarks " Floyd oh

Yo ,could contend tha
ke h -

Uy
ts howed up at the
ublic  Service Commxssxon
meeting held to determme the
,buxldmgs fate. .




; Precedmg Floyd’a talk State “Grandfather Sist 301;. ” Ashvﬂle Day Caré Cente
o Senator Bill Roberts of Mobxle  Yar

: ‘ ough explaini - ville Special Educatlon Class;
3¢ of the state s Revolutxon nd a8 aceiday He
ecc1al ‘Coissio] i

Bicenten
rtlflcate and flag tc Ashville
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Mre Craw Rareives Award From Flovd



Carolynne Scott
Clair Springs; and M
Lou Crow, A: ,

Mrs. Crow Receives Award From




Eden Dental Building

| Theonedaydenture service wasstarted in the mid 40’s, and was the first |
Ppractice to offer One Da y Denture Service in the soy theast.

Dr. Eugene Pauly became an associate of Dr. Joseph Sawyer in Septem- §
ber, 1983. Dr. Pauly commutes from Odenville to join our professional staff. §:

Our entire office staff resembles a family unit in the dental practice
working together to.offer our patients’a concerned interest in each patient's
needs. One of ourlaboratory technicians, Evelyn Ogletree, has worked in this
dental practice for over4( years. Her husband Charles, has worked here for28 §
years. LaKeetha Ogletree, daughter of Evelyn and Charles, is a‘technician for §
our dental office. ‘ ‘

The: entire staff has many years working-in-this-dental practice.

- "The Original" One Day Denture Service in Eden is open Monday
| through Friday at 6:30 a.m, | -

A R s e

One Location Only
SAME LOCATION
Exit 156 on Hwy. 1-20 ~~———___
1402 Cogswell Avenue
Pell City, AL 35125

—

N R b

205-338-2915 | 205-338-2916
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-749.2915

| Required by Alabama State Law: "No representation is magde about the quality of the dental services to be
performed or the expertise of the dentists performing such services, "
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iR AND MRS. FRANK SCOTT HOME—-—M: and Mrs. ank Scott are pxctured in from of thelr home on Robin-
n Street in Spnngvﬂl , ’ R ; ,

"THE ORIGINAL"
DAY DENTURE SER VICE
~ JOSEPH SAWYER, D.M.D., PA

DAVID T. SAWYER, D.M.D.
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HOOL— xctureofm origi inal St
ng,was mred in the 1947-48 yearbook :
908 and was torn down in 1960 when the’

AVONDALE. SCHOOL’BURNS——-One of the main schools in the arca

was the majestic white frame Avondale School that sat at the end of 26!}1
Street The: school bumed in 1923 ,

AUTO + HOME * LIFE
Jlm Shlgley LUTCF
1000 Marthtreet So.
ch a e,Ste.1102
for home, car and Pell City, AL. 35125
life coverage‘ S e  Off.: 884-3470

ALABAMA GAS COHPORATION




CLASS OF 1943—The entire senior class of Ragl

" (married name unk
“Hermiz; (back, 1-1)

 not been located

i
¢

ST. CLAIR COUNTY HIGH S
Clair County High School buildi
“The building was constructed in.

new building was constructed.

ASS ¢ _ and High School includ-
front, 1-r) Madelyn Shaddix Jackson, Rubye Hall Sisson, Inez Newton
nown), Bonnie Mae Barber Beasley, and Frances Pettus
e Jack Rich, Helton Savage (deceased), Charles Kieffer,
Buddy Gardner and Ralph Mitchell. Inez Newton is the only one who has
for their upcoming 50th reunion. If anyone knows how to

locate her, please contact Rubye Sisson in Ragland.




ST. CLAIR COUNTY HIGH. SCHOO , plcture of the original St.
Clair County High School building was featured in the 1947-48 yearbook.
The building was constructed in 1908 and was torn down i in 1960 when the
new building was constructed,

~—The: Daughters ofth Amcncan Rcvoluuon used to have
‘ shville, near Hopewell Church. The school was later.
picture was takan in Februaxy, 1924 e
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BETHEL SCHOOL—Students at Bethel School in Moody were Era Taylor Gibbs, Joy Coupland Philips, Rena
Harris, David Moore, Willic Hawkins, Oscar Harris, Cleaston Clements, Coy Hurst, O:C. Harris, J.C. Kerr, Oscat
Ballenger, Curtis Armstrong, B.H. Green, Rexil Crowe, Willie Mae Armstrong, Grace Kerr, Nellie Lee, Alta B. Kerr,
Willard Harris, Clearland Breaden, Odell Clements, Melvin Hardwrick, Randolph Clements, James Watson, Ruby
Lee, Elsie D. Harris, Willie Lee, Eugene Harris, Lyle Taylor, Marie Harris, Mildred Ash, Josie Mae Horsley, Mildred
Lee, James Ash, Mr. LW. Inzer and Miss Prickett. The picture was taken about 1927. o f

LASS OF 1909—These St. Clair éoumy High School students attended the only state school who wore uniforms
The girls made their uniforms and the boys ordered theirs.

%,
¢ ¥



POT- The Pell City epot was once located on First Avenue South. Many residents’étillf~rma
j ortant role it played inthecity’s history. SRS 1 -

resort hotel, Mountain Vie 1883, sitor : 2 0 12in attrac
- was the six mineral . rings d impro erson’s health. Other ctivities at the resort incly
bowling, croquet, lawn tenni fishing, boating, Swimming, mountain climbing and dancing the night awg
the music of a string band i e e L LT 1




GERTRUDE COMER HOSPITAL—The first hospital in Pell City was Gertrude Comer Hospital. It was sup
by Avondale Mills. Dr. Martin was hcad of the medical staff and Miss Elsie Dunn was head of the nursing staff.

% Gulf fresh shrimp and oysters
% Choice charbroiled steaks

% Mouth watering fried chicken 4
% Girilled, skinless chicken breasts




for moving the
Thave no

- “Unfortunately
e for a si

g 1t sald “If
clear and con-

::“‘chhael Dav:s, Ap]
venth . Shelton, Bettina Johnso
and exghth grade students  Mike Ray, and Scott Si
.-at Leeds Jr. High School ; :
" are on display at the Leeds i
~ Public Library. The
‘posters depict the theme,

Those showing the
patriotic posters are: Jean-
~ nette Bearden, first place
 winner and two other  sonsbornin Februa




nother Pell Clty
torlcal landm

an interest sin saving
> Tola Roberts

“co-sponsored by Pe - ACUE a ~ other community 1
ple’s Bank and Pell Clty.' \ Qg »Chamber ‘of Comm
Project PRIDE. D dg ’ .
The meeting will b

ion’’ of . alumni

;f

“posters created by
_and eighth grade

]ewskl sécoy
‘Jennifer




years ago. The ho‘ se
sold at bankruptcy au
January 11, 1990

home still standmg mP 1 \, ty :
It was the plantatm ome

dayasa gramous two story c;olo— :
nial home, “reminiscent of deep
South plantation life”.

In light of the interest by the
Historical Society in having a
houselocated in Pell Clty forthe
purpose of making a museum,
the Council chscussed the feasi-
bility of acquiring this particular
home. No action was taken by
the City Council regarding the
house.
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Congressman Tom . Bevill and Alabama
Bicentennial Commission Director Bobby
Bewick presented Pell City Mayor Pro Tem Paul

~Turner with a plague designating Pell City as a

bicentennial committee at the annual banquet of

Bicentennial Plaque

Presented

the St. Clair Histerical Society at Holiday Inn,’
Riverside. Pictured, from left, are Congressman
Bevill and his wife, Mr. Turner, Mary Mays and
Mr. Bowick. (Seestory for details.) ...
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Organizali
History

be happy to know

Group

Set Tonight

Many hundreds of residents of St. Clair county will

that the first big step will be taken

Thursday (tonight) to preserve the rich history and tra-

ditions of the county.

Judge Hoyt Hamilton announced the appointment'

of 104 residents of St. Clair as members of the St. Clair
County Historical Board. He also announced plans for

the organizational meeting at a Dutch

at the Big
o’clock. - :

The objective of the historical
group will be o compile,‘f‘a recs
ord of the county from the time

it was a part of the Alabama

~territory before the state was
admitted to the union. st. Clair
was made an official- county in
1817, two years before Ala-
bama's admission to the union
in 1819. Work of the group will
be research in an offort to find
accurate dates, names, places
and events and other ‘pertinent
information that must be com-
mitted to writing and catalouged
for the purpose of writing ‘a
permanent history of the coun-
ty.

Development of ail historical
places and.areas in-the county
and placing historic markers at
the proper places will be. done

" by-the group. :

Compilation of the county’s
history will co-incide with Ala-
bama’s state-wide sesqui-centeD-
nial when the entire state will
celebrate it’s 150th year as a
state throughout this year, —
from 1819 to 1969. ,

Oue of the top projecls of the
higtorical group will be the ve-
storation of Fort Strother. Lo~

dinner tonight

Bull restaurant, the meeting to begin at 6

cated near Lock Three .on the

Coosa River, Fort Strother is
the place where General An-

drew Jackson camped with his-

army during the winter of 1813-

1814 before the battle with the

Indians at Horse Shoe Bend, a
battle in which a strong army
of Creek and Cherokee Indians
were defeated.

Later on in 1815 General Jack-
son led his army in the Battle
of New Orleans in which a
PBritish Army was _decisively

defeated. His victory in the New .

Orleans battle eventually result-
ed in Jackson being “elected
president. L
* Dr. Hugh C. Bailey, Dr. Evan
Zeiger and Dr. Wilbur Hembold
will be featured speakers.

George Hodges, Nashville, and
a former representative‘from St.
Clair County, is in charge with
state parks building and restora-
tion, has been invited to the
meeting. '

All members have been noti-
fied of their appointment and
invited to attend the meeting
tonight and all are urged to be
present for ihe important first

~and prganizaﬁonal get-to-gether.

i e e W
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 Cortifuato ot Ot

Bicentennial Placque To Pell City -

The St. Clair Historical Society Banquet  City Councilman Paul Turner. As Bevill noted,

contained as part of the program, the presenta-  PellCity is the first St. Clair County municipality

~tion of Pell City’s Bicentennial Placque — o be named-as-a Bicentennial City. (NEWS
presented by Congressman Tom Bevill to Pell photo by Jenna Whitehead)
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Confederate hero honored ir

By CAROL PAPPAS

Although it has beenmore than a

century since he took up-arms (0
fight for his southern heritage, Pri-

vate General Andrew Jackson Al-

verson is not forgotten. ,
On Scpt: 29, the Sons of Confe-

derate Veterans John W. Inzer

Camp 308 and Licutenant George

W. Arnold Camp 360 paid tribute-
to Alverson, who served ikn; the

Civil War. :

Twelve ‘men in uniforms, seven:

of whom were riflemen, participa-
tedinthe service.
They were Gary Davis, Gary
Burtram, Auburn Odom, First Sgt.
Barry Taylor, Billy Price, Robert
Dobbs and John Thompson. Capt.
Mark Horton gave the command,
and Master Sgt. Randy Smith was
color bearer, carrying the flag. Thir-
teen-year-old ‘Matthew Smith was
the drummer boy. S

Twelve-year-old James Wansart
was the trumpet player, who played
taps after the 21-gun salute by the
seven riflemen. ;

David Bryant, a retired minister
and teacher is chaplain of Camp
- 308 and gave an eloquent invoca-
tion-and benediction.. . - v

Commanding  Officer. Randall
Williams of SCV Camp 308 deliv-
ered the memorial to Alverson.

. Alverson was born June 20,
© 1845, the son of Archibald ‘Alver-
son and Elizabeth Cann.

Following is an excerpt from the -

commander’s memorial:

YOUNG JACKSON, brave and
mature for his age, was. only 16
years old, had his mind made up
and his heart was set on enlisting 0
‘serve in the Confederate Army.

. His father and brother, George, .

were both going and he wanted to
go, too. On a cold day, Dec. 12,
1861, the three men made the long
trek across the mountain to Ashville
from their home in Riverside. They
enlisted in Company I, 18th Infan-
try Regiment.

Jackson’s grandfather, Elijah
Alverson, who was born July 2,
1785, in North Carolina served in

“the War of 1812. He died in 1872.

His great-grandfather, John Alver-

son, served in the American Revo-

lutionary War. , ;

He enlisted the first time in 1777
and then again in 1780 as a wagon
master and was captured by the
British at the Fall of Charleston,

He was in the Battle of Brandy-
wine, where he sustained the loss of
two fingers on his left hand, a cut
on his right arm and bayonet stabs
of the right thigh and leg.

Records show that he was al-
lowed a pension for his wounds and
for having served in the American
Revolutionary War. '

_ Young Jackson had heard stories
- many times of the hardships .en-
- dured, about the battles won and -

lost that his grandfather and great
grandfather had been involved in.

- IN HIS YOUNG mind, he must
have been thinking that some day

he would be telling his children:and:
grandchildren of his experiences
- and the part he played in the Confe-

dérate War, and he would be proud
he had-a partinit, ~

tember 1861, at Auburn. The men

were recruited in the counties of

Coffee, Pike, Coosa, Butler, Jeffer-

son, Tuscaloosa, Shelby, St. Clair,

Talladega and Covington. .~
It was attached to the Department

of ‘Alabama and West Florida:

Then; in March, 1862, it moved (0
Tennessee. Assigned to Jackson’s
brigade, the unit took an active part

in the fight at Shiloh, Tenn. Later, it-
was ordered to Mobile and: placed -
under 'the command of ‘General :

Slaughter and Cumming,

The 18th moved again in April*
1863, and attached to General Clay-
ton’s and Holtzclaw’s brigade. :

It fought with the Army of Ten-

nessee from Chickamuga to Nash-
ville. Returning to. Mobile in Jan-
vary 1865, it participated in the
defense of Spanish Fort. The re-

giment totalled 858 men in January

1861, but lost 20 who were killed
and 80, who were wounded at
Shiloh and 56 percent of the 527
engaged at Chickamuga.

Jt sustained 209 casualties at
Chattanooga and had a force of 275
effectives in November 1864. The
unit was included in the surzender

of the Dept. of ‘?Alabama, Mississip-

pi and East Louisiana. r

JACKSON RETURNED TO
his father’s home at Riverside after
the surrender of the Confederate
forces. His brother, George, was
wounded in battle and died in a
hospital in Mobile and is buried in
the Confederate- cemetery in Mo-

Jackson married Sarah E. Ni-
chols on Dec. 31, 1871. She was
the daughter of Lemuel Nichols and

* Availine Wester.

M Jackson and his wife had 10

children before her death June 26,

1898. The following year, April 21,

1899, Jackson died, leaving chil-
~dren ranging in ages from seven
years to 27 years. e

The Rev. H.B. Ralls, who con-
ducted the funeral service, spoke
consoling words to the family.
~ The children were: Elizabeth,

born Dec. 17, 1872; Mary Eua,
. Dec. 17, 1874; Mack E., April 17,
The  18th Infantry Regiment I
completed its organizatin in Sep-

- 1877; Wiley Franklin, August 6,
187 a Louella, Oct. 17, 1881;
James Marvin, Dec. 13, 1883; Wal-

ter L., Aug. 21, 1885; Jeff Baswell,

. Those atien
- service for Jackson, coming from
Jefferson, Blount. and :St. Clair

Oct. 25, 1887; Rose B., Jan. 3,
© 1890; and Benjamin Grover, June
9,1892. ’

ding the memorial

_counties, were: Hazel Morgan, Lu-

~cille Bishop, UDC member, Mona

Black' Scott, - great-granddaughter,
Edna V. Gunter, Willie Dean

Smith, Vada' Vaughn, Vida Jo

Odom, Jeralyn Lenox of Atlanta;
Grace Springer, Sue Johnston,
Michael Smith, Sonny Smith, Ed-

~ward - Alverson, great-grandson,

Barbara Alverson, David Bryant,
Camp 308 chaplain, Estelle Higgin-
botham, Jack Hazclwood,‘Bob,by L.
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Tollison,. Morris ‘Nixon, ‘Billy G.
Thorpe, Flynn Nixon, Emma Lin-
der, Nancy Futrell, Paula Smith,
Mary Higginbotham, great-great-
granddaughter of Birmingham;
Susan Dorris of West Frankfort,
111, great-granddaughter, Gwain
Dorris; West Frankfort, Ill., Grace

‘Higginbotham, granddaughter.

Sons - of Confederate Veterans
came from Jefferson, Blount and St.
Clair counties. -

““These were difficult times for
the men in uniform and for the
familiés left behind, said Chaplain

Bryant. Many came back to find
everything  gone and their money
worthless. These men have given to
us an example of their love and
patriotism: : '

““As we look at the rock of
rememberance, people pass by and
say, here was one dedicated to this
country.

““Out . of this conflict, men re-
newed. their faith in God. Many
pulpits in the South and many in the
North were filled with these men
after they returned.”’




‘This ope Irom our Memory
Lape was made about 1804 ae-
cording to Mrs. Jennie Mode
who loaned the picture to the
News-Aegis. Pirst man on the
poreh frowm left is usidenti-

fied. Next man is John Mode
and facing bim then Miss Jen-
nie Boley, later Mrs. John
Mode. Next are Mr. and. Mrs.
Padgett. Sixth from left Nona
Turner, Sam Spear. Next to

DOWN MEMORY LANE
Ma Turners Boarding House
In 1904

be identified is Mr. and Mrs.
Jim Turner next to the wo-

man with the baby who is
Mrs. Minnie Twrner Rich.
Next is Mys. Betty Turner

Harvey. The lwo negro wo-
men unidentified. “Ullman
Turner is on the mule. Next
on upper step is Ernest Tuarn-
er and Aunbrey Twrner. The

{hree small boys are sonos of
Mrs. Minnie Rich, The man in
the middle on the bench is
Mat Buckner. All others are
unidentified,









