Y

WHAT CAN A PERSON SAY ABOUT A LADY LIKE MISS
- TOLA ROBERTS IN A FEW WORDS WHEN WORDS FATL US
AS WE TRY TO EXPRESS WHAT SHE MEANT TO SO MANY?
- IT WAS NOT MY PRIVILEGE TO HAVE GONE TO SCHOOL
TO HER, BUT MY CHILDREN DID. HER TEACHING NOT
ONLY EMBRACED BOOK LEARNING BUT MANY PRINCIPLES
THAT STUCK WITH A CHILD THROUGH THE YEARS,

IT WAS, HOWEVER, MY PRIVILEGE TO BE CLOSELY
ASSOCIATED WITH HER IN THE LAST TWO YEARS OF
HER LIFE AND I WAS GREATLY INSPIRED BY HER FAITH
IN HER MAKER AND HER FELLOWMAN,

- PAULINE NIXON RICH




TO PUT INTO "ONE PHRASE" WHAT MISS ROBERTS

CONTRIBUTED TO MY LIFE HAS BEEN THE MOST DIF-
FICULT TASK I HAVE EVER FACED, IT WOULD REAL~
LY TAKE VOLUMES! I WOULD THAT HER MANTLE

COULD HAVE FALLEN ON ME TO CHALLENGE YOUNG
STUDENTS AS SHE DID. '

I WILL NARROW MY REMARKS TO THESE. YOU
CHOOSE FOR ME, PLEASE.

..."TO FACE LIFE IN THIS MANNER -HEAD UP!
SHOULDERS BACK! NOW TRY!® |

[y ey

~..." NEVER BE SATISFIED WITH ANYTHING LESS

THAN YOUR BEST IN EVERYTHING YOU D

MATTIE LEE




I DIDN'T HAVE THE PLEASURE OF GOING TO
SCHOOL UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF MISS IOLA
ROBERTS, BUT MY THREE CHILDREN DID, SHE
WAS A GREAT INSPIRATION TO THEM., SHE HAD
ALWAYS BEEN A FRIEND OF MY FAMILY. WE
SHALL MISS HER VERY MUCH AS SHE WAS ALWAYS
READY IN TIME OF NEED.

MILDRED BAIN WRIGHT




TO HAVE KNOWN MISS ROBERTS, GONE TO SCHOOL
UNDER HER SUPERVISION AND BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH
HER IN SOME OTHER ASPECTS OF LIFE HAVE BEEN AN
INSPIRATION TO ME AND I AM SURE THAT OTHER
PEOPLE WHO KNEW HER FEEL THE SAM'E WAY THAT I
DO,

I AM SURE THAT ONE OF MISS ROBERTS' FER-
' SONAL GOALS WAS TO STRIVE FOR PERFECTION AND
THAT SHE TRIED TO INSTILL THIS SAME GOAL IN-
TO THE MINDS AND ACTIONS OF HER ASSOCIATES -
ESPECIALLY HER STUDENTS.

FOSTER EDMUNDS




MISS ROBERTS WAS AN INSPIRATION TO MY LIFE.
SHE ALWAYS WAS READY AND WILLING TO HELP ME AND
TO ENCOURAGE ME IN ALL PHASES OF MY LIFE. HER
PHILOSOPHY WAS THAT A PERSON COULD ATTAIN MOST
ANY GOAL THEY SO DESIRED IS THEY WOULD APPLY
THEMSELF AND WORK TOWARD THAT GOAL. SHE WAS
ALWAYS AVAILABLE TO ME NO MATTER HOW BUST, FOR
COUNCILING, GUIDANCE AND ENCOURAGEMENT. MISS
ROBERTS' PUPILS AND THE PEOPLE IN HER COMMUNITY
WERE ALWAYS HER FIRST CONCERN,

TO ME SHE WAS A FRIEND IN DEED.

NORMAN SMITH




MISS IOLA ROBERTS INSPIRED ME TO ALWAYS
STRIVE FOR LIFE'S BEST....VERGIE HIGGINBOTHEM

MISS ROBERTS WAS VERY CONSIDERATE OF EACH ONE
- OF HER PUPILS. I APPRECIATE EVERYTHING SHE
DID FOR US....CLARA MAE COMPTON

MISS ROBERTS WAS CONCERNED THAT EACH OF HER
PUPILS SUCCEED AND DID WHAT SHE COULD TO
MAKE IT SO....LOIS COMPTON

MISS ROBERTS INSTILLED IN US THE NEED TO
MAKE AS NEAR PERFECT AS POSSIBLE AND DO
RIGHT....FLORENCE COMPTON




MISS IOLA ROBERTS TAUGHT ME IN THE 7th.

GRADE. SHE TOOK SPECIAL INTEREST IN ME

FOR T HAD POLIO WHEN I WAS A CHILD. I HAD
' TO LEARN TO WRITE WITH MY LEFT HAND SINCE
MY RIGHT HAND WAS CRIPPLED, MISS ROBERTS
GAVE ME THIS SPECTAL ATTENTION FOR SHE UNDER-
STOOD I COULD LEARN BUT NEEDED MORE TIME AND
ATTENTION, SHE WAS A BLESSING TO ME IN MY
SCHOOL DAYS AND FOR THE REMATNDER OF HER
LIFE, I APPRECTATE AND THANK HER FOR HER
SINCERE HELP AND UNDERSTANDING, I AM GRATE-
FUL FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SAY SHE WAS A
SUPERIOR TEACHER.

PAUL EUGENE BARBER

“ School Days
1950 - 1951




IT IS A PRIVILEGE TO PAY TRIBUTE TO MISS IOLA
ROBERTS. TO ME, SHE WAS AN EXAMPLE OF EXCELLEKCE,
NOT ONLY IN HER PROFESSION AS A TEACHER, BUT IN
EVERY PHASE OF HER LIFE, ‘

T AM DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR THE MANY THINGS SHE
TAUGHT ME TO APPRECIATE AS HER STUDENT, AND
THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONTINUE TO ENJOY A CLOSE
RELATIONSHIP WITH HER THROUGH MY WORK; SHE WAS
ALWAYS INTERESTED AND WILLING TO HELP YOU.

SHE WAS TRULY A GREAT LADY, ONE WHO DESERVES
A VERY SPECIAL PLACE IN ANY "HALL OF FAME".

MARTHA DICKEY




I FEEL MISS ROBERTS CONTRIBUTED GREATLY |
TO EDUCATION IN OUR SCHOOLS. TO ME HER AIM

WAS TO HELP DEVELOP THE ABILITIES AND TALENTS
OF ALL SHE TAUGHT. SHE INSTILLED IN ME THINGS
THAT HAVE HELPED ME THROUGH LIFE AND THINGS

I WILt_ALWAYS REMEMBER. I AM HONORED TOQO HAVE
BEEN ONE OF HER STUDENTS.~

LINDA BURNHAM SMITH




MISS ROBERTS WAS ‘A FINE PERSON AND A GREAT
LEADER IN EDUCATION,., "SHE ALWAYS'EXHIBITED'A :
TRUE CONCERN FOR OTHER PEOPLE.AND GOT GREAT
 SATISFACTION IN HELPING OTHERS SUCCEED.

JOHN LONERGAN, JR.




TO ME MISS IOLA ROBERTS ATTAINED SUCCESS :

IN LIFE BECAUSE OF HER LOVE OF PEOPLE, HER
DEDICATION TO HER PROFESSION, BY INSPIRING
THOSE AROUND HER TO AN APPRECTATION OF THE
FINER THINGS IN LIFE.

SHE  WAS TALENTED, CULTURED AND HAD CON-
CERN FOR OTHERS. :

SHE BELIEVED IN PEOPLE AND THEIR NATIVE
ABILITY TO DO THINGS. SHE APPRECIATED WHAT
SHE CALLED A "THINKER". I HEARD HER SAY

MANY TIMES,"I HAD RATHER HEAR A PERSON SAY
'T SEEN' AND SEE SOMETHING THAN TO SAY 'I
SAW' AND SEE NOTHING AT ALL".

TO ME HER LIFE WAS AN INSPIRATION. HER
MEMORY A BENEDICTION.

PAUL TURNER




SOME OF THE MOST IMPORTANT PEOPLE IN HISTORY
HAVE BEEN TEACHERS. MANY OF THE BIGGEST AD-
VANCES IN CIVILIZATION HAVE BEEN THE CHIEF WORK,
NOT OF PREACHERS OR POLITICIANS OR INVENTORS -

- NOR EVEN OF ARTISTS - BUT OF TEACHERS.

MISS IOLA ROBERTSkWAS A TEACHER. SHE KNEW THE
ART OF TEACHING A STUDENT THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
TRUTH AND LIES IN PRINT. SHE KNEW HOW TO START A
'YOUNG PERSON THINKING ABOUT THE MEANING OF POETRY
OR PATRIOTISM. SHE WAS A HAPPY, CONTENTED PERSON
FOR SHE CONSTANTLY HAD THE SATISFACTION THAN AN -
ARTIST HAS WHEN HE MAKES A PICTURE OUT OF BLANK
CANVAS AND COLORS. | |

MISS ROBERTS TAUGHT ME FRENCH WHEN I WAS A TENTH
GRADER AT ASHVILLE HIGH SCHOOL - MANY YEARS AGO.
I HAVE LONG SINCE FORGOTTENMY HIGH SCHOOL FRENCH.
WHAT I DO REMEMBER IS THE FRIENDLY, ATTRACTIVE
YOUNG LADY, JUST OUT OF HUNTINGDON COLLEGE, WHO
INTRODUCED ME TO THE DELIGHTFUL FABLES OF LA
FONTAINE, AND THE WONDERFUL COMEDIES OF MOLIENE.
SHE READ TO US SOME OF MOLIENE'S BEST PLOTS AND
THEN HAD US TRY OUR HAND AT ORIGINAL MONOLOGUES
IN FRENCH., WHAT A MESS WE MADE OF IT AND WHAT
FUN IT WAS TO TRY. WE LEARNED IN THAT HIGH SCHOOL
FRENCH CLASS SOMETHING OF THE GEOGRAPHY AND HIS-
TORY OF FRANCE., AND WE LEARNED.SOMETHING ABOUT |
FRENCH LITERATURE AND FRENCH MAMMERS AND CUSTOM,

WHEN MISS ROBERTS TAUGHT AT ASHVILLE, SHE LIVED
IN MY MOTHER'S HOME. WE ADMIRED AND RESPECTED
HER AS A TEACHER AND AS A DEAR FRIEND.

MATTIE LOU TEAGUE CROW




. BITS OF WISDOM FROM MISS ROBERTS AS I RE-
“CALL THEM:

"THERE IS NO ROYAL ROAD TO LEARNING"

‘" A HINT TO THE WISE IS SUFFICIENT;THE FOOL
NEVER LEARNS!", ”

~ "USE YOUR HEAD FOR SOMETHING BESIDES A
HAT RACK". |

"TO LEARN,YOU HAVE TO HAVE A THIRST FOR
KNOWLEDGE" .

"HE WHO KNOWS NOT AND“KNOWS NOT THAT HE
KNOWS NOT IS A FOOL; SHUN HIM. HE WHO KNOWS
NOT AND KNOWS HE KNOWS NOT IS A CHILD;TEACH
HIM. HE KNOWS AND KNOWS HE KNOWS IS WISE;
FOLLOW HIM". '

WHEN I wAs IN MISS ROBERTS'ROOM, I THOUGHT
SHE KNEW EVERYTHING. :

ROSALIE HANSON HERSHEY




IN MEMORY
OF
MISS IOLA ROBERTS

Iola Roberts will always live in the hearts of those‘who knew
her best. Her chosen field was education but her genuine concern for people
extended far beyond the scope of her profession. She was an inspiration to
everyone that she touched and many reached levels that would net have been
possible had it not been . fer her guidance.

When Bill and I went to Pell City as inexperienced teachers,
Miss Roberts spent numerous hours ceunselling and encouraging us to always
strive to be the best in our chosen professien.

~ She was quick.te recegnize the innate ability of all students and

during her tenure helped hundreds to grasp success. It is impossible te love
Someone without respect and everyone that touched Iola Roberts certainly
respected her.

No one who ever knew Miss Roberts can deny that she was indeed
a dreamer, but it was this asset that made her the great person that she was.
Her dreams were indeed coupled with reality.

Bill aﬁd I loved and respected this fine lady and our lives will

always be richer because our paths crossed. We thank God for this blessing.

CRH A

Elizabeth and Bill Harpis
Teacher and Administrator
Birmingham Public Schools



ARTHUR D. MooRE Jx.
5496 MARTINA WAY
DUNWOODY, GA. 30338

May 9, 1977

A few thoughts about Miss Roberts:

As I make my feeble'attempt to write about Miss Roberts, I
quickly think of her many outstanding graduates who are so
much better qualified than I to do so.

In recalling the many things that she taught us, I believe
that the most profound remembrance I have was her deep
appreciation of beauty. No one who attended her schools
can ever forget her love of beautiful music. The great
literature, books, lyrical poems and classic pictures and
paintings were a most important part of her life which she.
unselfishly gave to us all. '

Thousands of us were truly blessed to have spent an all too
short, but yet so meaningful part of our lives with her.
And while I'm sure that she would continue to abhor the use
of slang, the vernacular of today's young people is so
appropriate, '

Hey man, she was beautiful!

Arthur D.-Moore, Jr.




I THINK ONE OF THE FIRST THINGS THAT I
REMEMBER AND APPRECIATE ABOUT MISS ROBERTS,
GOES BACK TO THE EARLY YEARS IN GRAMMAR

SCHOOL AND CHAPEL PERIODS. I WILL NEVER FOR~
ET SONGS LIKE HOLY,HOLY, HOLY AND ONWARD CHRIS-

TIAN SOLDIERS ETC.,BIBLE READING AND MUSIC APPRE-
CIATION.

WHEN I WAS IN THE SECOND GRADE, I WAS THE MOTH-
ER OF HANSEL AND GRETEL-THE WORD "TURNIPS" WAS
SO OUTSTANDING. WHEN I WAS IN THE SEVENTH
GRADE, I WAS THE "STATUE OF LIBERTY" STANDING
THE TALLEST. |

I COULD GO ON WITH MEMORIES LIKE GOING WITH
A GROUP TO RADIO STATION W.A. P.I. IN BIRMING-
HAM TO SING- SPECIAL DAYS TO REPAIR BOOKS-
THE CHRISTMAS PROGRAM FIRST, THEN THE CHRIST-—
MAS TREE.

SHE WANTED THE BEST FOR HER STUDENTS- SHE
WAS A DEAR FRIEND TO MY FAMILY,

MYRTLE JEAN SPRUTLL




MOST PEOPLE ARE FORTUNATE TO BE REPUTED FOR ONE
NOTEWORTHY ACHIEVEMENT IN LIFE. MISS IOLA ROBERTS
ACHIEVED MANY THINGS. '

MOST PEOPLE THINK IT A MARK OF DISTINCTION TO HAVE
LIVED AND BEEN EMPLOYED IN A VARTETY OF PLACES
AROUND THE COUNTRY OR GLOBE. SHE CONCENTRATED

ON ONE PLACE ---ST. CLAIR COUNTY.

HER PRESENCE HERE FROM EARLY ADULTHOOD MADE HER
ROOTS GROW DEEP HERE, HER WORK VITAL AND ETERNAL.

SOME PEOPLE WORK FOR THE BUTLDING OF WORLDLY
POSSESSIONS, FOR THE ELEVATING OF SELF, 'SHE
WORKED FOR WHAT THE WORLD DEEMS A MEAGER SALARY
BUT SHE WORKED TO ENRICH THE LIVES OF THOUSANDS,

SHE WAS A TEACHER, AND AS SOMEONE HAS SATD,"A
TEACHER TEACHES FOR ETERNITY." SURBLY MISS
ROBERTS IS STILL LIVING AND "TEACHING" TN HUN-
DREDS OF HOMES IN ST. CLATIR COUNTY.

ONE OF THE GREATEST CLATMS I CAN MAKE TS THIS:
MISS ROBERTS WAS MY TEACHER, MY EIGHTH CRADR
ENGLISH TRACHER, SHE INSTILLED IN ME THE JOY OF
LEARNING, THEN FOR THIRTY YEARS W8 SHARED
TEACHING EXPERIENCES IN ST. CLATR COUNTY. SHE
CONTINUED TO INSPIRE ME. T NOW KNOW THAT I
BECAME A BETTER TEACHER MYSELF BECAUSE OF MISS
ROBERTS.

- .MARIE TUCK

| }2%%>;<;;/ ggﬁ;;cﬁéi/
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-~ BY BILL HARDIN

. News correspondent

PELL CITY, Nov. § — Miss
Tola Roberts’ name is engrav-
ed: forever in the hearts of the
huridreds of St. Clair County
resxdents she has loved and
selved for 49 years as teacher
angi principal.

But today her name is a
permanenl part of St. Clair
Countys official records. The
St.:Clair Board of Education
has. frenamed the -South St.

Clam,School of which she is’

pr mc1pa1
School

H’fﬁh officials and her many
othep friends and former pu-
plls athered for
cemmomes on a sunny Sun-
= afternoon.

e ¥

the Tola Roberts

MISS ROBERTS, lovely ima
blué s dress, her gray hair
beautifully waved, her still
young}face Beaming, sat on
the <speakers’ platform with
Gov. George C. Wallace, his
wife, <and other . notables.
Among these were a number
of c1v1c leaders and education
offxclals of St. Clair:County.

“You shoulﬂn’t hiave done

dedication .

gift from St

PORTRAIT OF MISS R
~-.JFrom left, Lion Harold King,

lair honors teacher

| st. C
SCHOOL IS RENA!

this kind of thing,” Miss
Roberis said, alnost abhashed
as she looked at the crowd.

After all the tributes had.

heen
rose.

She looked back across the
long years in which her school
has grown and the education
offered ils students. improved
so much.

“All this couldn’t have heen
done without the help of
Avondale Mills, the County
Board of Education, the State
Board of Education, city offi-
cials, and the parents,” she
said.

‘Tspecially the parents.”

spoken, Miss Roberts

THEN -MISS = ROBERTS
rather quickly sat down.

A portrait which was a
complete surprise to the
principal was presented as a
Clair County
fiiends to ‘be hung at the
school.

She looked at it closely. .

“Oh, my, it flatters me,”
she gasped. .

The Pell .City Lions: Club
had sponsored ‘the change in
names, Harold: King;

OBERTS WILL HANG IN CHOO
Miss Iola Roberts and Gov. Ge

gmmé%ﬂk«u 7)(( -

Ymk and eight hours from

presi- i

dent of the club, acted as
master of ceremonies.

Gov. Wallace made the for- .
mal dedication “in honor of
one who has rendered great
service to the people of this
county and city; and I dedi-
cate.this school in honor of a -
great lady of Alabama.”

Both the Lions Club and
County Board of Education :
sponsored resolutions recom-
mending the change. They .
described her as one who has
done more than anyone else in -
the county to he]p education.

Flying tlme
ISTANBUL — This Turkish
city is included as a major stop}
in the flight - schedules of 16}
international airlines, making it}
only. 26 flying ‘hours from New

SHE SERVES
oyge C. Ws

/965



THURSDAY, NOV. 4, 1965

Members of Pell City Lions
Club will see one of their top
projects become reality Sunday
when the name of the South St.

« *Claix Elementary School will be

" changed to the Iola Roberts
School, thus honoring a Great
Lady who has perhaps taught
school continiously in St. Clair
county longer than any other
person.

Governor George Wallace will
help the people of Pell City and
St. Clair county do honor to Miss
Roberts in a program that starts
at 2:30 Sunday afternoon at the
school and ends at four o’clock.
A reception inside the Iola
Roberts School will follow the
program.

The program has been set up
for outside, but in case of rain
or extremely cold weather it
will ‘be held inside the auditori-
um.

Governor Wallace will make
the main dedicatory address. He
will be introduced by Col. J.
Craig Smith, president of Avon-
dale Mills. Other dignitaries to
be invited include Austin R.
Meadows, state superintendent
of education, Mayor Otis Perry,
Judge Hoyt Hamilton. Pell City
High School band will make

MISS IOLA ROBERTS
.« . 3chool Named For Her

-

B

b— i

music and Pell City Boy Scouts
will direct traffic.

Miss Iola Roberts has taught
in St. Clair county a total of
48 years. Forty-five of the years
has been in Pell City, Prior fo
coming to Pell City she taught
a total of three years at Ash-
ville and Ragland. She has
taught in Pell. City schools
since the fall of 1920, first at
Avondale- Mills school and later
with the merged school known
as- South St. Clair School. .

The resolution  sponsoring
changing the name of the school
was adopted as a project by the
Pell City Lions-Club, sent {o the
state legislature . where it was
passed and made official and

- signed by Governor Wallace. .

Miss Roberts was educated in
the schools of her home town
of Wadley, -Ala., Huntington Col-
lege, Auburn and did *special
work at Columbia University.
She did centinued work at Au-
burn where she was awarded a
Masters Degree.

Miss Roberts is not only a
dedicated teacher, hut is a
community leader and builder

“and is always interested in the

spiritual and cultural life of the
people. She gives her time and
money freely to every. worthy
cause. She has been an active
member of the Pell City First
Methodist Church for 45 years
participating in the various pro-
grams of the Church. i

- Tn’the field. of education. she

has made Gontributions. in many
areas. She- is a member of

"AE.A., I¥EA, Classrsym Teach-

er’s Association, Principal As-
sociations and Delta Kappa
Gamma, the highest classroom
teachers professional fraternity.

She has always been an in-
fluence in the Civie affairs of
our County. She is a member
of the Business and Professoinal
Women’s Club, St. "Clair Ceun-
ty Development Committee and
was one of ‘the organizers and
guarantors of St. Clair Federal
Savings and Loaun Association,
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SAINT CLAIR FEDER AL

Savings and Loan Association
1920 1ST AVENUE NORTH / PELL CITY, ALABAMA 35125 / PHONE 338-2228

PAUL TURNER
PRESIDENT

MISS IOLA ROBERTS

To me Miss Iola Roberts attained success in life be-
cause of her love of people, her dedication to her profession,
by inspiring those around her to an appreciation of the finer
things in life.
She was talented, cultered and had a concern for others,
She‘believed in people and their native ability to do things,
She appreciated what she called "a thinker", I heard her say

!
. A
many times, "I had rather hear a person say I seen and see some-

. /
thing than to say‘I saw and see nothing at all"',

To me her life was an inspiration, Her memoxry a benediction,
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I KNOW MY LIFE HAS BEEN ENRICHED ESPECIAL-

LY BY HAVING THE TEACHINGS AND GUIDANCE MISS
ROBERTS GAVE ME DURING MY GRAMMAR SCHOOL DAYS.
SHE HAS HELPED ME LOTS OF TIMES LATER DURING
HER LIFE TIME.

ITS A GOOD FEELING TO BE ABLE TO SAY,"I
WAS ONE OF HER STUDENTS".

LOLA BURNHAM




THESE TESTIMONIES OF APPRECTATION TO MISS
ROBERTS ATTEST TO THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF HER
INFLUENCE., 1IN THE DAY -TO-DAY TUSSLE WITH REAL-
ITIES, SHE TRANSMITTED MANY LESSONS TO US.

IN IDENTIFYING WITH US, SHE SHOWED HER DESIRE
FOR OUR WELL-EEING IN PROVIDING A WELL-ROUNDED
EDUCATION WITH EMPHASTS ON THE ARTS AND EXTRA-
| CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AS WELL AS THE BSSENTTALS-
READING, WRITING, AND ARITHMETIC. PARTICIPATION
IN THESE OUTSTANDING ACTIVITIES OPENED MANY NEW
DOORS AND PROVIDED AN. OPPORTUNITY TO COMMUNICATE
WITH OTHERS,

I SHALL ALWAYS BE GRATEFUL FOR THIS HERITAGE.
IT IS CONTINUAL-AND GOES WITH MB WHEREVER I GO.
ECAUSE OF HER NATURE AND INFLUENCE THESE DOORS
OPEN EASIER. |




THROUGH MESS ROBERTS' EXAMPLE AND SOFTLY
EXPRESSED DIRECTION, I LEARNED MUCH PATIENCE,
LOVE, APPRECIATION, AND MANY HELPFUL METHODS
OF DIRECTING LARGE GROUPS OF CHILDREN IN
CHORAL, DRAMATIC, AND CREATIVE ACTIVITTES.
HER WIDSOM AND EXPERIENCE CONVEYED TO ME

MANY VALUABLE INSIGHTS OF THE TEACHING—LEARNING
PROCESSES. ' '

MARGARET SCOTT




TO MISS IOLA ROBERTS I OWE MY EARLY APPRE-
CIATION FOR MUSIC, ART, AND THE DANCE, SHE
STRESSED ALL OF THESE ALONG WITH THE THREE R'S.
SHE ALSO HELPED ME TO BELIEVE IN MYSELF.

SHE WAS A GREAT LEADER, TEACHER, AND FRIEND!

MORMA - HOWELL




MY SEVENTH GRADE TEACHER MISS IOLA ROBERTS
WAS INDEED AN UNFORGETABLE TEACHER AND HUMAN
BEING. SHE WAS NEVER SO GREAT THAT SHE WAS NOT'
HUMBLE, THROUGH HER HUMILITY AND CONCERN. SHE
INFLUENCED NUMEROUS LIVES.

MISS ROBERTS WAS AN INSPIRATION TO ANY CHILD
REGARDLESS OF BACKGROUND. SHE INSTILLED IN
EACH STUDENT A DESIRE TO ACHIEVE IN LIFE'S EN-
DEAVORS. SHE HAD DETERMINATION THAT HER PUPILS
WOULD LEARN MORE THAN THE BASICS IN SCHOOL AND
ATWAYS GAVE THAT EXTRA PUSH TO TRY HARDER. GSHE
TAUGHT VALUES - HONESTY, DIGNITY, AND REFINE-
MENT THAT BUILT CHARACTER. THIS PHILOSOPHY WAS

NOT ONLY TAUGHT BUT SHE WAS THE EPITOME OF IT
HERSELF. SHE TOOK GREAT PRIDE AND PLEASURE

WITH ALL HER STUDENTS, AND ENJOYED SEEING THEM
BECOME "ADULTS AND ACCOMPLISH THE GOALS‘THAT
POSSIBLY HAD BEEN SET UNDER HER INFLUENCE AND

GUIDANCE,




MISS IOLA ROBERTS WAS A LADY WHO DESERVED .
B EVERY TRIBUTE THAT IS BEING PAID HER I CON-
SIDER IT A PRIVILEGE TO HAVE BEEN UNDER HER
‘SUPERVISION IN MY GRAMMAR SCHOOL YEARS SHE
WAS THE BEST TO EVERYBODY I SHALL NEVER
FORGET HER WORDS TO ME “IT I8 NOT COMPULSORY‘
THAT WE BE THE BEST BUT IT IS THAT WE TRY",

QQUNT ME AMONG THOSE‘WHO BENEFITED GREAT-
- LY FROM HER TEACHING AND TRAINING.

LARRY (PETE) RICH




MAY 2,1977

MISS ROBERTS DRILLED IN ME GOD'S GIVING
GIFT TO SPEAK, USE IT SHE WOULD SAY. MAY
IT WORK AND PRODUCE FOR YOU, THINK OF THINGS
NOT AS THEY ARE, BUT AS THEY MIGHT BE. MAKE
THEM REAL, LIVE AND INTERESTING, DON'T MERELY
DREAM BUT CREATE, USE YOUR IMAGINATION TO MAKE
 THAT CREATION OF ADVANTAGE TO MANKIND AND YOUR-
SELF, SHE WAS A GREAT LADY.

ELIZABETH I_-LARVB;Y STELZENMULLER




HAD THE PLEASURE OF WORKING WITH MISS ROBERTS
IN THREE DIFEERENT CAPACITIES: THAT OF THE
STUDENT-PRINCIPAL TEACHER-TEACHER, AND PARENT-
TEACHER. TO DETERMINE THE TOTAL IMPACT THAT
MISS ROBERTS HAD ON MY LIFE WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE.

AMELIA STARES WILLIAMSON




MAY 2,1977

MISS ROBERTS' BELIEFS WERE: THERE IS N0
REASON WHY YOU SHOULD HESITATE TO ASPTRE TO
ANY POSITION, ANY HONOR, ANY GOAL, FOR THE
MIND WITHIN YOU Tg§ FULLY ABLE TO MEET ANY NEED.
START SOMETHING, USE YOUR INTTIATIVE, GIVE
YOUR MIND SOMETHING TO WORK UPON. WE LEARNED
FROM HER NEVER STOP. SHE WAS A WISE LADY
HO GAVE HER BEST TO THE CHILDREN OF HER
SCHOOL, o

ALBERT TOM HARVEY




LET ME TELL YOU ABOUT THE TIME WHEN MISS TOLA
g ROBERTS PERSUADED REX TO CONTINUE HIS EDUCATION.
TWO DAYS IN A ROW MRS. BRADEN,REX'S SCHOOL TEACH-
ER, TELEPHONED ME TO COME PICK UP REX. SHE SAID
. HE CLAIMED TO BE SICK, BUT SHE REALLY DID NOT
BELIEVE HE WAS. I PICKED REX UP THE SECOND TIME
AND I QUESTIONED HIM ABOUT THIS ILLNESS HE WAS
'SUPPOSED TO HAVE, BUT WHICH ALWAYS SEEMED TO
LEAVE HIM SO CONVENIENTLY WHEN HE REACHED HOME,
HE . ADMITTED HE WAS NOT SICK BUT FURIOUS. T
'NEVER DID FIND OUT WHY. HE WAS GOING TO DROP
OUT OF SCHOOL, GET HIS SIX DOLLARS OUT OF SAV-
INGS AND NOT GO. = TO COLLEGE.

I TALKED HIM IN TO GOING BACK TO SCHOOL THE
FOLLOWING DAY. MISS ROBERTS FOUND THAT REX HAD
A PROBLEM AND CALLED HIM TO HER OFFICE. UPON
QUESTIONING. HIM I LEARNED MISS ROBERTS HAD TAKEN
HIM ON HER LAP AND TALKED TO HIM MAN TO MAN.

SHE ALSO AQUIRED A CARTON OF CHOCOLATE MILK
FOR HIM. HE EMERCED FROM HER OFFICE THOROUGH-
LY HAPPY AND WHEN I PICKED HIM UP THAT AFTER-
NOON HE INFORMED ME THAT HE HAD DECIDED TO RE-
MAIN IN SCHOOL, IT WAS A PRETTY GOOD PLACE.

REX WAS IN THE SECOND GRADE. TODAY, HE IS A —
SENIOR AT JACKSONVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY "

MRS. BILLY M. BELL




MISS ROBERTS TAUGHT US ALL TO STRIVE FOR
EXCELLENCE IN EVERY UNDERTAKING, AND THAT
NOTHING LESS THAN ONE'S BEST EFFORT IS EVER
GOOD ENOUGH. SHE WAS AN INSPIRATION TO ME
IN COUNTLESS WAYS, AND TO THOUSANDS OF OTHERS.

MARY EDMUNDS




THE LEGACY OF HIGH PURPOSE AND ACCOMPLISHMENT
MISS ROBERTS LEFT TO US WHO WERE FORTUNATE

ENOUGH TO HAVE KNOWN HER AS A FRIEND AND TEACHER
WILL ALWAYS SERVE AS A BEACON WHEN WE STRIVE TO

RISE ABOVE THE COMMONPLACE REGARDLESS OF -OUR
ENDEAVOR IN LIFE. ’

MARY M. COLLINS




YOU KNOW WHAT GREAT COMPANIONS IOLA AND I WERE
FOR MANY YEARS., I COULD WRITE LOTS IN MEMORY OF
HER, BUT KNOW IT SHOULD BE BRIEF. I HARDLY KNOW
WHAT TO WRITE AS SO MANY GOOD THINGS COULD BE
SAID,

I KNOW IOLA WOULD APPRECIATE ALL THAT HAS
BEEN DBNE IN HER MEMORY BY THE PEOPLE OF PELL
CITY WHOM SHE LOVED.

I AM DOING FAIRLY WELL TO HAVE BEEN SO SERTIOUSLY
ILL. THE DOCTORS SAY I AM DOING FINE NOW.
HOWEVER, I WAS IN THE HOSPITAL THREE TIMES AND
THEN HAD A VERY SERIOUS OPERATION. SINCE THEN
M HAVE BEEN HERE AT THIS NURSING HOME FOR ABOUT
SIX MONTHS. IAAM NOT VERY STRONG AS I WALK WITH
A CANE BUT HOPE TO GO HOME SOME TIME IN JUNE,

I WILL ALWAYS BE INTERESTED IN YOU PELL CITY
PEOPLE FOR I LOVE YOU ALL.

MY ADDRESS IS: THE IDEAL REST HOME
1203 GOV!'T ST.
MOBILE, ALABAMA 36604

VICIE HEFLIN




MEMORTES OF MANY SAYINGS ARE BROUGHT TO MY
MIND WHEN I THINK OF MISS ROBERTS. THE ONE THAT
SUMS IT ALL UP IS THE WAY SHE HAD OF LOOKING A
PERSON RIGHT IN THE EYE AND SAYING "IT JUST ISN't
CONSIDERED BEST." HOW MANY TIMES DID WE HEAR
THAT IN SCHOOL!! NOW AFTER LOOKING BACK ON HER
LIFE I CAN SEE THAT SHE NOT ONLY LIVED BY THAT
SAYING BUT SHE WORKED VERY HARD TO INSTILL IT IN
EACH CHILD AND ADULT THAT SHE WAS ASSOCIATED WITH.

MISS ROBERTS APPRECTIATION OF THE VALUE OF EACH
INDIVIDUAL WAS TREMENDOUS. IF THERE WAS A SLIGHT
POSSIBILITY OF BRINGING OUT THE BEST IN A PERSON |
SHE WAS FOREVER BUSY AT DOING THAT THING. ‘

MISS ROBERTS NOT ONLY TAUGHT DOING WHAT WAS
CONSIDERED BEST. SHE LIVED HER OWN LIFE BY THAT
RULE. ANY MEMORIES WE HAVE OF HER WOULD CERTAINLY
- HAVE TO INCLUDE THE EXAMPLE SHE SET.

MISS ROBERTS POSSESSED A FANTASTIC MEMORY.
RIGHT UP TILL THE END CAME SHE CALLED EVERY
MEMBER OF MY FAMILY BY NAME AND ASKED ABOUT THEM
EACH TIME I SAW HER.

SHE ALSO HAD A GREAT SENSE OF HUMOR, AND DIDN"T
FATL TO LAUGH WHEN THE JOKE WAS ON HER. LIKE THE
TIME THE SALESMAN WHO WAS MAKING A PEST OF HIM-
SELF COULD NOT BE PUT OFF UNTIL SHE STARTED
SINGING AND ACCORDING TO HER HE ALMOST FELL
DOWN THE STEPS GETTING AWAY IN A HURRY.

LOUISE TIDWELL




ART WOULD NOT BE A WAY OF LIFE FOR ME HAD IT
NOT BEEN FOR MISS IOLA ROBERTS. SHE STARTED EN-
COURGING ME FROM THE TIME I STARTED PICKING UP
A PENCIL TI'T. SHE PASSES AWAY, ~WE LIVED ABOUT
A BLOCK AND HALF FROM THE AVONDALE MILLS SCHOOL
AND SHE DID NOT HAVE MUCH TROUBLE FINDING ME.

I WOULD BE DOING STAGE BACKGROUNDS, LETTERING,
OR SOME FORM OF ART AND THE WHOLE TIME SHE
WOULD BEETALKING ABOUT HONESTY, CHARACTRR, AMD
I WOULD THINK, IF I EVER GET THROUGH SO I CAN
GO PLAY BASEBALL, FOOTBALL, SHE SAW THINGS IN
ME I DID NOT KNOW I HAD. WHEN I BEGAN MY THREE
'YEARS OF EXTENSIVE STUDY IN WATERCOLOR SHE WAS

SO PLEASED. MY WIFE CARRIED OVER A BROCHURE IN
1972 WHICH STATED HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR HER WATCH-
FUL EYE OVER ME ENCOURGING ME I WOULD NO HAVE
ART SO PROMONIENT IN MY LIFE. SHE NOT ONLY BE-
LIEVED IN ME AND ENCOURAGED ME, SHE BELIEVED IN
PELL CITY. |

WAYNE SPRADLEY"




TO KNOW THIS DEAR LADY WAS TO LOVE AND
APPRECIATE HER. I KNOW OF NO ONE ELSE WHOSE
LIFE HAD A GREATER IMPACT ON THE LIVES OF A
COMMUNITY THAN DID HERS. SHE SET AN IMPECABLE
EXAMPLE OF THE HIGHEST MORAL AND CULTURAL
STANDARDS IN HER COMMUNITY NOT ONLY IN HER
LIFE BUT IN HER TEACHING OUR CHILDREN AND AS
A MOTHER OF THREE CHILDREN OF WHOM SHE TAUGHT
EACH ONE. THERE WERE STANDARDS AND METIVATIONS
SET UP IN EACH OF THEIR LIVES AND I THINK
THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN THE POORER HAD THEY MISSED
THIS: AS A MOTHER I CERTAINLY APPRECIATE HER
LIFE AS A MARVELOUS TEACHER AND AN HONORED
MEMBER OF OUR COMMUNITY WHOM WE SORELY MISS.

MRS. JAMES SPRADLEY, SR.
(JOSOPHINE WHITTEN)




ASHVILLE, ALABAMA i -
TELEPHONE 594.3541

MICHAEL. S. HARVEY

TAX ASSESSOR
ST. CLAIR COUNTY
35126

Pl

May. 2, 1977 ; o T

Miss Roberts was my friend and teacher who did not
believeAin the word can't. She impressed in me the

mind within you is fully able to meet any challenge.

It is no more difficult for it to handlevavgfeat problem
than a small one. Dont set- it 'doing t¥ifling sums in
arithmetic when it might as well be solving problems of

yourself and the world.

Michael Singleton Harvey
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April 1977

Box 561

Pell City, Alabama
35125

Dear

The 13th., and 14th, of May 1977, Friends of the Library
in St. Clair County will have a book fair benefit at
the Civie Center. One of the exhibits will honor Miss
Iola Roberts.

We plan to use her povirait and over and around it we
would 1ike to use four inch silver stars. These will
have a name or a photograph pius a phrass of what she
contributsd to their life-= guch as: a greater appreci-
ation for musisc, or an understanding of poetry, or a
love for axrt,

We lknow you tos feel she conmtributed so much to all of
us. May we use your photo ( unreturnasble school size
and it can be years old) and a phrase you write that
you feel fits what she gave to you?

We would like to hear from you.

Sincerely,






Wayne Spradley

P.0. Box 472 —Pell City, Alabama
Phone 205 - 884-3134

- Watercolorist-

Miss Iola Roberts : // ]
There is no way to sum up Miss ,1013 Roberts in one sentence, two sentences.

Last year while showing out of town people our town we passed the Iola Roberts

School, one of my boys said "That is Tola Roberts School my mother and daddy

knew her, she was a Great Lady and everyone loved her.

Mrs. Wayne (Patricia Rich) Spradley
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May 2, 1977

Miss Roberts' belief's were: There is no reason why
you should hesitate to aspire to any position, any
honor, any goal, for the mind within you is fully able
to meet any need. Start something, use your initiative.
Give your mind something to work upon. We learned from
her to never stop. She was a wise lady who gave her

best t» the children of her school.

Albert Tom Harvey



Miss Iola Eoberts

There come times when one 1s compelled to say something, but
13 completely lost in the search for words--- the right words---
overwhelmed by the enofmity of the task, bpttling between what the
heart fesls and what the intellect knows. The heart wishes only to
‘fecl, to express its sorrow, to cry out in anguish. The intellsct
says be calm, be dlgnified.

guch 15 the case with me, perhaps would be with all of you, in
trying to express a tribute to the memory of Miss Iole Roberts.

To say: "She was a teacher; she was an educator; she was a
orincipal; she was a leader"--- would all equally identify her.
EBut these identities still seem in adequate.

The thought comes to mind: "She was an institution." Yes,
I fealize that an iastitution is defined as "a relationship or
behdvioral pattern of importance 1in the 1life of a comaunity or ol
a soclety."

THAT IS IT. Miss Roberts was more than an ordinary teacher.
She was an INSTITUTION. She inspired pupils to be learners. She
continued to Bi'a learner hersslf. She planted sesds of desire to
be SOMEBODY, fo be the best somebody possible, to improve one's self,
one's surroundings, ono's futurs. She metod out encouragement whers
doubts were seaking to impede success.

She loved her fellow teachers; she inspited and encoutaged them.
She loved people and felt it her responsdbility, her privilege, her
happiness to help imorove soclety.

Today I feel that I have been worth more to soclety because
%iss Foberts was my teacher, my fellow worker in education, my
friend, my insviration.

The world is a better place because of her 1life and its influence;
the world suffers a loss because of her demise.

el * - 7
DTN o S O
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__.14 [ eacher and a Friend

Some of the most impontant people in history have been teachena, Many of
the biggest advances in civiligation have been the chief wonk, not of preachens
on politicians on inventons - non even of antists - but of Zeachenras,

Miss loda Robents was a teacher, She knaw the ant of teaching a atudent
i/te difference between tnuth and dies in print. She knew how to start a
young. penson Huinking about the meaning of poetny on patriotism, She was a
happy, contented person, for she constantly had the satisfaction that an
antist has uhen he makes a picture out of blank canvas and codona,

Miss Robents taught me French when I was a tenth graden ot Ashville High

. Schood - many, many yeans ago, I am sure that I learned the one hundned
pages of vocabulany and gramman, the congugation of venbs, and the phonetics
of the language, But I have long since fongotten my high schood F rench,

What I do nememben is the friendly, attractive young lady, just out of Hun-
Eingdon (odlege, who introduced me 2o the delightful fables of La Fontaine,
and the wondenful comedies of Moliene, She nead #o us some of Moliene's best
plots and then had us ry ourn hand at original monodogues in French, What a
mess we made of it and what fun it was to tryd We leanned in #hat high school
French class something of the geography and histony of France. And we leanned
gomething about French literature and French mannens and customs,

When Miss Robents taught at Ashville, she lived in my mother's home, We
adnined and nespected her as a teachen and as a dean {riend,

Mattie Lou Teague (now









Rappa Belta Pi
National Bonorary Education Fraternity i ;

Alphx Jhi Clpapter B

Alabama Polptechnic Jnstitute

’
. Auburn, Alsban A
June 26, 19%4.

Miss Iola Roberts,
Auburn, Ala.

Dear liiss Hoberts,

In checking over the records of the Students of sducation
we found yours to be of exceptional rank and one that shows
promise of leadership and professional success. We congratu=
late you on your achievement and extend to you an invitation
become a member of the Alpha Fhi Chapter of xappa: belta Ple -

o This is, as you perhaps know, a fraternity of kducationa
students and raculty members interested in high standards of
tducation and rrofessional Leadership. ' r T

will yéu please report to room S=314 at 2 o'clock Thﬁré.
afternoon for instructions? : i -

i

Yours truly, _

Exa B. Beck, L
Sect'y Alphe Phi Chapter.



PROGRAM

SUMMER COMMENCGCEMENT “,[ 3'Q
: of the
ALABAMA POLYTECHNIC INSTIT U,T,E«"
Auburn,Alabama

7:00 P. M, ~August 17, 1934

ko koK

ORDER OF EXERCISES

MUSiC + « o o s o o & o o The Cavalier Orcheﬁtr&

, . America, The Beautiful s s o a- ¢ o ¢ s & o -%ard
Vv , - Directed by Mr. Irvine

_Invocation .« e 8 u b . Rev. Sam B. Hay

Duet: "Out of the Dusk Tb'Ybu" s a s = » & Les
Miss Jola Roberts
Mrs. Rose H, Hard

SOlO: "A le‘thday" LI O T S . © ‘.'\VOOdI.’lan .
Miss L01s ‘Walker ' 1

Quartet: "ﬁhen The Little Ones Say Goodnlght" e« ¢
....‘....Parks‘
Mr, Vernon Vines «
Mr. Louie James
Mr., 0é Ls Entrekin
‘Mr. Aubrey Vines

BACCALAUREATE ADDRESS Sk 'g

Hon, Hugo Blaok,‘United States Senator

: Presented by ‘
"Hon. T« D, Samford, U. S. District Attorney

CONFERRING OF DEGREES -

Announcenents



Miss Iola Roberts
Past Reflections - Present and Future Inspirations

Art Appreciation - The study of palntings and blographies of the artists
left such an impression on me that I painted a few nice paintings in
chalk pastels of which I am very proud. It was through Miss Roberts!
eppreciation of art that as a student 1t was transferred to me. Being
knowledgeable I could then see in my daughter Barbara a talent for paint-
ing. When I recognized her talent, I immediately helped her develop it
by private art lessons under Mrs. Dorothy Mays. I have many prize oil
paintings by Barbara which will never be for sale.

Mueic Appreciation - The Plays, Dances and Choral Groups certainly left
an imprint on my life. It inspired me to take music by correspondence
for some time, then private lessons under Miss Montgomery. Later I
studied under Mrs., Floy Yorty. Mrs, Yorty and I played meny hungarian
dance duets, as a musical project for me, which she and I enjoyed tremen-
dously. This musical talent cultivated wae transferred to Barbara and
she in turn became accomplished on the clarinet and was & member of the
Pell City High School Band. She even vlaye some classical piano music
even tho she did not pursue lessons on the instrument. My present appres.-
clation of opera, plays and concerts have been a direct influence of my
early training.

Speech - I now reflect how Miss Roberts would say - "open your mouth,
articulate, speak with a full tone, speak where you can be heard."
These are like verbal vibrations thet come to you agaln and again then
ricochet and you hear them all over agaln or like wave lengths that
regsound forever,

Now my three-year old grandson, Nathan Allan draws grandmother some
lovely airplanes, boats and cars which are quite discernasble for his age,
He knows all -the C placenments onithe pilaho and when he plays, he plays
softly. . ¢ BRI T i

I feel that tbeﬁperson,I:amtto&ay;%Ijgivefdredit to Miss Roberts for

her strict discipline in'punctuality| honesty, obedieénce, conaideration
of other class mates, the constant drive to.bring out the best in each
person, rellgion - "the morning devotionals!; and RESPECT AND LOVE FOR
OUR STATE, OUR COUNTRY AND THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO OUR AMERICAN FLAG.

For me she has left an imprint.im three generations. The beautiful
thought is - "Jjust how many many-generations will feel this influence
left by her. It is really inconceivable. R

To a Devoted and L oved Teacher

Ll folly Mpilhecer

Student, Faith Hestley Henderson




Holladay
H. J. R. 158

Enrolled, House Joint Resolution, WHEREAS Miss Iola Roberts during
a lifetime of unselfish service has contributed immeasurably to the
educational and community life of Pell City and South St. Clair
County; and

WHEREAS Miss Roberts, as & teacher and principal of Avondale
Elementary School and later of South St. Clair County Elementary
School, hes served with inspiration, diligence, and ability. Her
fine example through the years has instilled in the students under
her charge a greater appreciation for the democratic institutions
of our society, a keener interest in education and the Arts, and a
desire to improve themselves and fulfill their capabilities as per-
sons; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA, BOTH HOUSES
THEREOF CONCURRING, That we herebg designate the South St. Clair
County Elementary School as "The Iola Roberts Elementary School™ in
honor and appreciation of this inspiring and dedicated lady whose
contributions to educational, religious, and civic life has benefited
thousands of citigzens in St. Clair County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That copies of this Resolution be sent
to Miss Roberts and to the St. Clair County Board of Education.

Speaker of the House of Representatives
President and Presiding Officer of the Senate
House of Representatives
August 20, 1965

I hereby certify that the within House Joint Resolution originated
in and was adopted by the House August 17, 1965.

’

John W. Pemberton
Clerk

Senate _ 8/19/65 Adopted



AR AVONDALE MILLS
oy

GENERAL OFFICES « SYLACAUGA, ALABAMA 35150

ZERO DEFECTS
OUR GOAL

Mrs. Alice Moore
401 26th Street N.
Pell City, Alabama 35125

Dear Mrs. Moore:

April 21, 1977

Mrs. Roberts was responsible for teaching me the finer
things in life. She made me want to set high goals for

myself and work hard to obtain them.

BGB: fbs

Encl.

Sincerely,

Ao 4. A

Bob G. Bain, Vice President
Raw Materials Purchasing
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Let me tell you about the time when Miss Ipla Roberts persuaded Rex to continue his
education. Two days in a row Mrs. Braden, Rex's school teacher, telephoned me at home
to come to school and pick up Rex. She‘said he claimed to be sick, but she reélly did not
believe he was sick. I picked Rex up the second time and I gquestioned him about this
illness he was supposed to have, but which always seemed to leave him so conveniently
when he reached home. He admitted he was not sick, but he was furious. I never did find
out what he was so upset about. He said he was going to drop out of school get his six
dollars out of savings and was not going to college.

I balked. him in to going back to school the following day. Meanwhile, Miss Roberts

discovered that Rex had a problem and called him to: her office. Upon questioning Rex
I learned that Miss Roberts had taken him on her lap and talked to him man to man.
She also acquired a carton of chocolate milk for him from somewhere (they did not serve
it at school at that time). He emerged from her office thoroughly happy and when
I picked him up that afternocon he enformed me that he had decided to remain in school,
that it was. after all, a pretty good place.

kRex Bell was in‘the second grade then. Today , he is a senior at Jacksonville

State University at Jacksonville, Alabama,

7)o %777#&&(



NORMAN SMITH OFFICE OF

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT " semeimy™

PELL CITY, ALABAMA 35125 TELEPHONE 338.2511
ST. CLAIR COUNTY, ALABAMA PELL CITY. ALABAMA 85125

May 6, 1977

Miss Roberts was an inspiration to my life. She was

always ready and willing to help me and to encourage

me in all phases of my 1ife. Her philosophy was that

a person could attain most any aoal they so desired if

they would apply themselves and work toward that goal.

She was always available to me no matter how busy, for
counciling, quidance and encouragement.

Miss Roberts nupils and the people in her communitv were always
ner first concern.

To me she was a friend in deed.

7o 4@6%

Norman Smith
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The legacy of high purpose and accomplishment Miss Roberts
left to us who were fortunate enough to have known her as a friend
and teacher will always serve as a beacon when we strive to rise

above the commonplace regardless of our endegver in life.

Mary M. Collins



May 2, 1977

Miss Roberts drilled in me God's giving gift to speak.

Use it she would say. May it work and produce for you,
think of things not as they are, but as they might be,
Make them real, live and interesting. Don't merely dream
but create. Use your imagination to make that creation of

advantage to mankind and yourself. She wag a great lady.

Elizabeth Harvey Stelzenmuller



HHHHIHI AVONDALE MILLS
YR SYLACAUGA, ALABAMA
HUHHTTIH 35150

May 3, 1977

Mrs. Mary Collins
Box 561
Pell City, Alabama 35125

Dear Mary:

Thank you very much. for informing me and letting me be a
part of honoring Miss Iola Roberts.

Even though I left Pell City before I had the pleasure of
having Miss Roberts as my seventh grade teacheér, I did attend
school for a few years where she was principal and remember
those years very vividly. ’

To me, Miss Roberts was a living example of dignity,
honesty, and self-respect. She was a strong believer in
discipline - the kind of educator that the country has too few
of today. I will remember her always.

Sincerely,

Vice Presidefft and Secretary

R. L. Edmunds/gw

ZERO DEFECTS OUR GOAL
205/245-5221
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As a child in school Miss Roberts was a good
influence in my llfe, teaching me the love of ‘books |
-and good music. Heér influence still lives in my \

adult life todayg I will always remember her with
- love and respect. S v

Miss Roberts was an . exceptlonal person and teacher.
She expressed love, support and encouragement, and she e
helped many children ‘in the processes of learning and e
growing. As a person in a leadership role she set an e
example worthy of all chlldren and -adults to 1ook to -

and follow. }W Q/ma% MOM -
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bbsgentee list for Tuesday, April 5, 1977

Ttho

Howard Blemander
Angela Marie Barker
RrmEelRue

Caxol Church
Tammy Dunklin

Jeff Freischwmidt
Homer Jones

Lynn Ximberly
Samuel Mclaughlin
Michasl Meehan
Sarah Morrow
Timonthy Parkex
Scott Stephenson
Gina Stewart

Susan Stevens
Marilyn Ann Tucker
Samuel Virges
Paula Williams

Een Wright

Coxrn Dog

Mustaxrd

Pinto Beans

Cookie

8th.

Irma Beavers
Ruby Bedfoxd
Daniel Bowlin
Kelly Boone
Tony Brannon
Tina Brown
Raymond Grossian
Wendy Harris
Annette Hill
Lisa Holland
Marla Huggins
Darxyl Joxdan
Hancy Jones
Derenda Xilpatrick
Warren Landis
Lance Mathews
Lynne Mount
Stacey Mulvehill
Daniel Welch

Tuesdays Menu

Milk

9th.

Bobkie Bradbexry
Kent Brascho
Linda Burton
Donald Crump
Bonniex@eus
Connie Castleberry
Ricky Cock

Bill Eidaon
Dale Foote
Victor Hamby
Anita Hare

John Hesterly
Billy Love
David Mozingo
James Oden
Barry Self

Lynn Staples
Jacky Willoughby
David Windsor

Zpple, Carrot and Raisin Salad

Rolls
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“Miss Tola Roberts e

Namey H. Turmer

e

Dedicated to high ideals \
‘ . o |

1

|

i

|

|

{

|

|

To Miss. Iola Roberts I ouwe my early appreciation for music, art

and the dance. She stressed all of these along with the Three R's.

She also helpéd me to believe in myself.

She was a great leader, teacher and FRIEND! J/yﬂ/pqqijt, ~;t£za%92%537



EXPANDED METAL

ANGLES

BARS

BAR SHAPES
CR SHEETS
HR SHEETS
BEAMS
CHANNELS
REIF. BARS
STEEL TUBING
PLATES
FLOOR PLATES
AND SHEETS
GRIP STRUT

PHONE
25147164

EIGHTH AVENUE AND 30th SREET NORTH

GRATING P. 0. BOX 10983 ® BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 35202
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Miss Iola Roberts an exceptional person, could find good
qualities about everyone in her presence.. She would stress these
qualities by knowing what to say, how to say, and when to say words

~ that would make life more satisfying if one gave more attention to
a particular personal habit or characteristic,

Miss Roberts expressed great interest in our community and
endeavored to develop family pride. The students in school were
her family, and her vigor for working with the individual was second

Borlo ot

to none.

ONE DID NOT HAVE TO SEE TO KNOW OF HER PRESENCE IN A ROOM. HER

PRESENCE COULD BE FELT. HER PRESENCE IS FELT NOW. HER PRESENCE WILL ALWAYS

BE FELT. - % o
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Miss Roberts was an exemplary person and teacher.
She was a teacher of high moral values. For me, she was

especially a great influence in the appreciation of music.

Bobbie Meehan Argenzia

-

MISS ROBERTS LIFE AND TEACHING GAVE MEANING TC THE
WORDS USED TO DESCRIBE THOSE NOBEL VIRTURS ALL HUMAN BEINGS
DEEM WORTHY.

Louise Meehan



- Miss Roberts was dedicated to excellence and demanded
from those she taught the very best they had to offer. - Anything

less was nct acceptable.

Dale Collins
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Miss Roberts taught us all to strive for excellence in every
undertaking, and that nothing less than one's best effort is
ever good enough, She was an inspiration to me in countless
ways, and to thousands of others.

Mary Edmunds

Mary, you may use whatever portion of the above you wish.
sorry I don't have a picture.

I'm
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She insh Hed  in me the desire
4o gtrive +o b;@ ?Ha very best
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MRS. P. H MURPHY
1421 MELROSE PLACE
BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
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MRs. P. H. MURPHY
1421 MELROSE PLACE
BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
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MRS. P. H. MURPHY
1421 MELROSE PLACE
BIRMINGHAM, ALA,
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MRS, P. H MURPHY
1421 MELROSE PLACE
BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
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MRS. P. H. MURPHY
1421 MELROSE PLACE
BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
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MRs. P. H MURPHY
1421 MELROSE PLACE
BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
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MRs. P. H. MURPHY
1421 MELROSE PLACE
BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
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4 Callahan
Worthy

Veste, fGoddess of Hearths Donna Fain
Tothear Suizanne Sl th

MO yilZenne oimionn
Father: Ricky Polk

aok- Reed Alexander
11 dohn Florida

Ty Kay Smith

e Neta Mae Stewart

Book Ends: Suellen Pervy
Johnnie Fleming
Shirley Smith
Roy Holladay

Jessica Lonergan
fTeths Donna Gallups
3 : Kenneth Windsor
thuLe Jack Horner Carl Goodgame
Bobby Shafto: - Tommy Smith
0ld King Cole: Mart Vardaman
Littl Tom Thumb: Donald Tellison
Jgck and Jill: Johnny Roe -~ Rosemary
Yary. Qulte Contrary: Kathy Jo Bowman
Peter Cotton Tail: Reginald Cdéark Smith

r’ﬂ
&
@

The Twins: Ricky Adams - Ronald £

"-!H

i }
g2 H&Lu‘ Simonsa .
2 Mike Turner

ISTRTaTAR

dai
dgs: Erie smith - Charlie Barber - Ronalo
R



JQWQ; Mike Thempsan

Renny Kimosrly
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DONALD COMER, JR., Chairman of The Board, Avondale
Mills: “There is no person I know of in the state of Alabama who
has done more toward seeing that the young people in their county
received a first class education in every sense than Miss lola
Roberts. She has been a wonderful friend and source of inspiration
to generations of people in St. clair County and to others of us who
had the opportunity of knowing her. Her life with us will always be
a'shining example of what one person can do for the good of their

neighbors.”’

GEORGE EDEN, St. Clair County Superintendent of Education:

iss Tola

“The education world lost a dedicated and gracious lady in the
passing of Miss lola Roberts. Miss Roberts taught in the schools of
St. Clair County for 50 years. I can think of no other person who has
had as much influence on the lives of thousands of boys and girls as
did this lady: A person of kindness, I have known her to spend her
own money to see that children had the proper food and clothing.
Miss Roberts will be greatly missed by her many friends, former
students and loved ones.”

PAUL TURNER, Mayor of Pell City: “An.educator and

Continued on Page 3

Educator, Cultural Leader—

For

Funeral services were held
Wednesday for Miss Iola
Roberts, educator, cultural and
civic leader in Pell City for half
a century.

The gentle lady who taught
generations of Pell Citians,
always striving to imbue them
with an appreciation of cultural
values, died Monday night at St.
Clair County Hospital. She was
79.

A Pell City teaching career
which began in 1920 at the old
Avondale Mills School was
climaxed by her retirement in
1967 from the school which bore

:ner name.
. The Pell City Lions Club
ispearheaded a successful move-
‘ment to change the name of
:South St. Clair Elementary
School, built in 1954, to Iola
Roberts School. An act of the
Alabama Legislature made it
official in 1965 and Governor
George C. Wallace was speaker
at dedication services held that
year.

Miss Roberts was educated in
schools of her hometown of
Wadley, Ala., Huntingdon Col-
lege, Auburn University and
Columbia University. She re-
ceived a Masters degree from
Auburn.

Ever active in the cultural
and civic affairs of the
community, in addition to her
dedicated service to the f{ield of
aducation, Miss Roberts was, at
various times, a member of the

Pell City Business and Profes-
sional Women's Club, the St.
Clair County Development
Committee and an active
member of the Methodist
Church.

She was one of the organizers
of St. Clair Federal Savings and
Loan Association and served on
the Cahaba Girl Scout Council
board of directors.

Professionally, she was a
member of both the Alabama
and National Education Associ-
ations, National Principals
Association, Kappa Delta Pi
and Delta Kappa Gamma, an
organization of women teachers
who achieved distinction as
leaders in their field.

She was an associate member
of the Allied Arts Club.

Survivors include two nieces,
Mrs. Carolyn Roberts
Hallenberg of Atlanta, Ga., and
Mrs. Gail Roberts Pellett of
Greenville, South Carolina; two
nephews, Charles Werth
Roberts, Jr., of Demopolis,
Alabama_ and John A. Roberts
of Columbus, Georgia; 13
great-nieces and nephews.

Relatives have requested that
memorial donations be made to
Iola Roberts School, and Princi-
pal Roy Mann has said any
monies received will be-used to
buy needed equipment for the
school.

Funeral services were held

Continued on Page 3

T-n [; anwwnn;f;no

Miss Tola Roberts



'ity, County, State Mourr

And the overriding theme of all comments has been:
no other single person has ever contributed so much.”
| squarely on the head.
the Observer has receiv

Very few people live to see schools named in their honor. But
then, very few people aré living legends, as was Miss Iola Roberts.

Tributes to her memory and to the distinguished record of Which hits the nai
unselfish and totally dedicated service to the community which was Some samples of statements
hers, have come in from community, county and state leaders, GEORGE C. W ALLACE, Governor of Alabama:
including Governor George C. Wallace, who join countless numbers  peoretted to l oarn of Miss Roberts' passing. She was 3
of Pell Citians whose lives she touched and influenced, in mourning lagy who contributed above and beyond tfxe call of ¢
a great loss. - .

Most all conversations or statements began with, “‘Where do you %);:Sr?]g?l:)e’; Sﬁfcﬁn& °°‘;‘;§”eylgsi}};‘;v;§1g;‘{§3 abxye ﬁt}‘
pegin in trying to describe how important Miss Roberts’ 14 man f}}i,ends yp
contributions to the community were?”’ : Y :



Admiring Portrait

Miss Iola Roberts and Governor Wallace admire the portrait of Miss Réberts which was presented

at ceremonies when South St. Clair School was named in her honor, in 1965, as a result
Lions Club project. The portrait hangs at Iola Roberts School.

of a Pell City

ity VI

Continued. F
humanitarian, she probably
who has ever lived in Pell Cit
the people and commanity sl
than she found it because o
appreciation of the earth’s
always-looked for the best in
life was an inspiration -- her

MARIE TUCK, fellow retir
their cultural background to
She tried to get her students

‘music, art, etc. One doesn't k

evaluating her importance:
person who has contributed s

ROY . GIBSON, longtime
Superintendent of Education
fine pérson. She always stres
and musijc.”

Miss R oberts—

from the Kilgroe Chapel W
nesday, Dr. T. A.-Edgar :
Rev. Henry Gary officiati
Kilgroe directing. Interm

~was in Wadley (A]a.) Cemete

Swimmer—

joy in‘living. o :
" Today, Chris must be-ta}
all the way to the CP Center
Gadsden for professional tre
ment and. therapy. His moth
Mrs: ‘Linda Carreker, 1
former 'Miss Bice of Pell Ci
thinks that someday treatmi
will'be-available to Chris a
other CP children right here
St. Clair County.

Mrs. Carreker, an atfract
young homemaker who sper
most of her day looking af
Christopher’s needs at th
Pine: Harbor home, is. also
‘member of the St. Clair Cout
CP Committee, which'is heac
by Leland Gossett. She I
joined Gossett in appealing
St.Clair County citizens to of
their hearts and support
upcoming CP Telethon set :
this Saturday and Sunday.

“Last year,” says M
Carreker, *‘St. Clair County f
far behind other counties
pledges. We are all-hoping t}
year will be different, mu
different.”

“Through medical resear«
we are certain we can find m
ways to improve the quality
life for children like Chris a
perhaps even cure this terril
condition.”

Scenes
Tola I

| PN




\rns

age 1.

«d more lives than any person
;ave a half century of service to
1. She has left the world better
ontribution. She never lacked
“or failed to express it. She
and gave the best she had. Her
ry a benediction.” .
her: “So many ewe so much of
oberts’ teaching and guidance.
reciate the aesthetic values -
lere to start or where to end in
'S probably never been one
1to the community.”

Clair * educator and former
was an excellent teacher and a
finer things in life, such as art

Pallbearers were  Paul
urner,  Harold King, Harold
lliams, Dale Collins, Edwin
lolladay, Hugh Williamson,
y.Mann and Dodd Cox.

ntinued from Page 1

~the meantime, Mrs.
eker and Chris are prepar--
to journey to Birmingham
this year’s Telethon, since
‘has been invited, along
h'dozens of other children to
r-on the program.’

ied-the “breakthroughs”

ical'research in the future,
ie'would expect Chris to have

al experience, Chris today
oys water. In fact, he is a
ember of the Gadsden CP
Swimming Team
idthe proud holder of the
ophy for ‘‘good sportsman-
ip.”” A quitter, Chris most
rrtainly is not.

Agreed, money will not “buy”’
adre for anything. But without
oaey and time and talent and
ird work, the door leading to a
tier life for CP children will
wver open. Its locks will stand
st.

Edch of wus, says Mrs.
irreker, has a key. Perhaps a

Iy one, but still a key.
Mark Spitz, look out!
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- Surrounded By Friends
Miss Iola Roberts was surrounded by friends at the 1965 dedication of Iola Roberts School in Pell

City. From left, longtime friend Mrs. W. H. Lewis, Miss Roberts, Governor George Wallace, who
made the dedicatory address and his wife, the late Lurleen Wallace. :




| Photos By John
PCHS Band On Hand tos By J

1965 Iola Roberts School Dedication
In this 1965 photo, made on the day the name of South St. Clair School was the late Mrs. Lurleen Wallace, A. D. ““Chick” V
officially changed to Iola Roberts School, are, from left, Roy Mann, then principal ~ Probate Judge Hoyt ‘Hamilton, Miss ‘Roberts,
of Pell City High School; Otis Perry, then city councilman; A. T, Winkler, who Edwin Holladay, Hugh Williamson, and Harold
headed the Lions Club project to have the name changed in. Miss Roberts’ honor; -~ Club. o i o

 but time has made i |

~



C Wllllams ' Governor and Mrs. George Wallace greeted Pell City friends on the occasion of the dedication of
: lola Roberts Schoel in 1965. From left are Dee Hyde, Police Chief Ruble Bowlin, Governor Wallace,
the late Sam Burt, then mayor of Pell City, and Mrs. Lurleen Wallace. In the background, from left,

are Oscar Fouts of Ashville, then a Wallace coordinator for the county, A, J. Blake and then-Probate

Judge Hoyt Hamilton.

Bez Congratulated

,, Governor George Wallace, 4 Congratulatmg Miss Roberts following 1965 dedication ceremonies at Tola ]
from left; Governor George Wallace, Harold ng, then’ presxdent of the Pell City L ons Club, and J.

r Fouts, Mayor Sam Burt,
Craig Smith, then president of Avondale Mills: In the background between ng and Smith; was: the
la Edmund Blair, Pell City ‘newspaper pubhsher. : b

 then presndent of the Lions
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