





~All legal technicalities have been observed and
now it remains only to set a date for the formal pro-
gram to change the name of South St. Clair School.

The new name of the school
‘will be the IOLA ROBERTS
SCHOOL..  Thus the lady who has
been a part of the Pell City
educational and cultural - scene
for more than 40 years “will be
signally honored. ~ She s cat
present principal of thé school
which will bear her name down
through succeeding generations.

The move to change the name
of the school to honor the wo-
man. who has taught three gen-
erations of boys and girls in this
community - was sponsored by
the Pell City Lions Club. Col.
Sam Burt and A, T. Winkier
were appointed as a committee
to make plans for the change.

The had a resolution written
which received unanimous sup-
port from the Lions Cluh. The
resolution was passed on to St.
Clair Representative Ed .Holla-
day who passed it through the
House and Senate. It became a
law when Gov. George Wallace
signed it and sent a copy of the

resolution and the law to Hugh
H. Williamson, County Superin-
tendent of Edueation and the
County Board of Education. Mr.
Williamson said the  County

Board would approve the reso-

*ution in a shert time.

Lion President Harold King
said at. Tuesday night’s. Lion
Club mceting he would appoint
a committee on arrangements
for the date of the formal
change in name will become ef-
fective.

-Gov George Wallace will be
invited to make the main ad-
dress for the occasion. Other
dignitaries from the field of edu-
catien and industrial activities
will be invited. The sponsors
plan to make of this a real big
day. in the life of this city.,

The. South St. Clair scheol
was ccompleted and occupied
for the first time the beginning
of the 195455 school year.
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Hugh Williamson, superinten-
dent of St. Clair County Schools,
is shown presenting the Presi-
dential Physical - fitness - award
to three students at Iola Rob-
ets School. From the left, they
are Kerry Henderson, 11, a 6th
zrader: Ramona Yates, 11, 5th
grader, and Kerry Foster, 12,
6th grader.

The Youth Fitness Test Pro-
gram is desiened by the Ameri-
can  Asseciation for Health.
Physical Education and Recpe-

ation to help measure and moti-
vate the fitness of bovs and
girls, .

There is an altractive award
system of cerlificates and em-
iems. The test has been used
in 29 nations and printed in
many languages.

By use of national standards
and norms prepared by the as-
socintion ,the test performance
resulls of boys and girls from
the age 10 and young men and
women to age of 30 can be com-

Fitness Award Winners

pared and -individual achieve-
ment determined. :

The Iola Roberis School’s 5th
and 6th- grade Physical-Edues
tion classes participated ‘in . {his
prograimn this .year:

Te qualify for the Presidenti-
al Physical. Fitness “Award the
pupil must ‘be in ‘good standing
in school and rate excellent on
all of the following tests:

Sit ups. . pult- ups. for' Boys,
flexed arm hang' for girls,
broad jump, softball throw for
distance, shuttle run, 50 yard
dash, and 600 -yard Tun,

The School had many  pupils
who passed twa to five of these
tests, but only three who pass-
cd all seven. )
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Members of Pell City Lions
Club will see one of their top
projects become reality Sunday
when the name of the South St.

; Clair Elementary School will be

changed to the Iola Roberis
School, thus honoring a Great
Lady who has perhaps faught
school continiously in St. Clair

_county longer than any other

person.
Governor George Wallace will
help the people of Pell City and

4 8t. Clair county do honor to Miss

Roberts in a program that starts
at 2:30 Sunday afternoon at the
school and ends at four o’clock.
A reception - inside the Iola
Roberts School will follow . the
program. )

The program has been set up
for outsxde, but in case of rain
or extremely cold weather it

‘will be held inside the auditori-

um.

Governor Wallace will make
the main dedicatory address. He
will be intreduced by Col. J.
‘Craig Smith, president of Avon-
dale Mills. Other dignitaries to
be mv:ied include Austin R.
Meadows, state superintendent
of eduecation, Mayor Otis Perry,
Judge Hoyt Hamilton. Pell City
High School band will make

music and Pell City Boy Scouts
will direct traffic.

Miss Tola Robe s has: taught
in St. Clair county a: total ‘of
48 years, Forty-five of the years
has heen in:Pell’ City.  Prior to
coming to.Pell. City . she taught
a total -of three years .af Ash-
ville and "Ragland. -She has
taught in :Pell- - City  schools
since the fall . of ‘1920, first -at
Avondale Mills “school and later
with the merged ‘school known
as- South -8t. Clair School.

The - .resolution . sponsoring

“ changing the name of the school

was -adopted as a project by the
Pell City Lions :Club, sent'to the
state “legislature ~where it was
passed - and: made otﬁcml and

" signed by Governor Wallace. ;

Miss - Roberts was . educated ia
the -schools-.of -her: home‘tm!m :
of Wadley, ‘Ala., Huntington Col-
lege, Auburn - and. did- special
work -at-Columbia - University.
She did -continned--work: at-Au-
burn where-she wvas aWdlded a
Masters -Degree.’

Miss Roberts is not only 2
dedicated teacher, but ‘is a
community . leader and -builder
and is always interested in"the
spiritual and cultural life of the

people. She gives her time and

money freely te every worthy
cause. She has heen an acfive
member of the Pell City First
Methodist Church: for 45 years
participating in-the various pra-
grams of the Church.

In the field of education she.
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Roberts School will follow the
program.

The program has been set up
for outside, but in case of rain
or extremely cold weather it
will be held inside the auditori-
um.

Governor Wallace will make
the main dedicatory address. He
will be introduced by Col. J.
Craig Smith, president of Avon-

‘dale Mills. Other dignitaries to

be invited include Austin R.
Meadows, state superintendent
of education, Mayor Otis Perry,
Judge Hoyt Hamilton. Pell City
High School band will make

state legislature where it was
passed and made official and
signed by Governor Wallace,
Miss Roberts was educated in
the schools  of her  home town
of Wadley, ‘Ala., Huntington Col-
lege, Auburn aund. did special

.work at Columbia  University.

She  did continued work at -Au-
burn where she was. awarded a
Masters Degree.

Miss Roberts is not only a
dedicated teacher, but is a
community leader and builder
and is always interested in the
spiritual and cultural life of the

‘people. She gives her time and

money freely to every worthy
cause.  She has been an. active
member of the Pell City TFirst
Methodist  Church for 45 years
participating in the various pro-
grams of the Church,

In the field of education she
hias miade contributions in many
areas. She. is a - member of
AKA., TTEA, Classrgym Teach-

‘er's Association, Principal ~As-

sociations and Delta Kappa
Gamma, the highest classroom,
teachers professional fraternity.

She has always been an in-
fluence in the Civic affairs of
our County. She is a. member
of the Business and Professoinal
Women’s Club, St. Clair Coun-
ty Development Committee -and
was one of the organizers and
guarantors of St. Clair Federal
Szvings and Loan Association.

Gov. George Wallace
Speaker In Pell City Sunday
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Second-graders searching fo:

By SAM HOSTETTLER

A class of second-grade studenis
at Iola Roberts are-combining the. .
subjects of current * affairs and
writing by corresponding to-
American soldiers stauoned in
Saudi Arabia. )

Second-grade teacher Jill Abbott
‘thought of the idea after reading a
Birmingham newspaper and seeing
the ~address ‘where 1o write to -
soldiers of Operation Desert Shield.
Not only would the children:
brighten the spirits of servicemen
and women, but their knowledge of
world affairs would i mcrease.

"Most of the children had noidea:
who Saddam Hussein was," Mrs,
Abbott said. Some of the children
had prevxously heard th ir parents\'

of gasohne prices but the did not
;know ‘hat was }affecung 1t. Now

Before the class began throwmg
kout suggestions for the letter’s con- -
tents, “Mrs. - Abbott " briefed the
students on the Middle East crisis.
She pointed to the country of Saudi
Arabia on the globe and asked the

children how they would travel to
~the faraway country. Can youidnve ;
~ there? Mrs. Abbott asked. A loud *
No" rang throughout the room '

Because of the. smct dede East -
. customs, the children  were 1
. stricted in what they ‘could tell the .
- soldiers. A number of topics, such‘ '
Dear servicemen as rehgxon were forbxdden

«Jill Abbott s second-grade students at Iola Roberts Elementary School With pen in hand Mrs. Abbott
have composed Tletters to send to servicemen participating. in Operation began transferring the children’s
_ Desert Shield in the Middle East. The students have not only learned more thoughts to a piece of paper; She
about writing skills but also current affairs, as many had never heard of ke put it into letter form and wrote

“addam Hussein before the project. Pictured from left are: Adam Atm-  jt on a large card and placed it in
3 Brandi Andrews, Kacey Stephens and William Coleman. (Seerelated . - front of the classroom. Each student
eB.) , then transferred the' letter to their

S
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oen pals in far away land

own separate piece of paper..
The letter goes like this...
Dear U.S. Serviceman:

ing for us in Sandi Arabia. lel‘ on
~'bemy penpal? :
~These are some of the questions
I'd like you to answer when you
write. Which ‘U.S. state are yo
from? Do you have children? What

is it you hke in Saudi Arabia? What
is the temperature there? What w:
_you do to try to fstOp the war?

“write soon. .
When the soldlers Teceive their
letter, they will not only find wri .

words on the page but also dra
ings. Each students personali
‘their letter with happy sketch
children playmg or colorful flowers -
growing ina garden A surprise was
‘also enclo ( each letter

gum‘ ~ , i
said. "That was one of the ilemg
'they said they could send. No
mg what it will look hke wh

_ mailbox and placed their maste
pieces in the box.
; , . Mrs. Abbott said she didn’ tkn W
R . e ~ how long it would take before the'
: ‘ Ninte o soldlers began receiving their let
Nea’mess counts e *and for the children to hear- aTepl
She did say, however, that
Roberts second-grade student James Otwell addresses an envelope ‘hopes it is before Christmas 5o ‘the -
ill contain a letter {0 a serviceman or woman who is stationed in the children can send their pen pal a
» East. Otwell’s teacher, Jill Abbott, thought of idea that would help Christmas card. , .
ddren leamn to write 2 fnendly letter and leam more about current af- “When their current unit is fin-
ished, Mrs. Abbott hopes to teach
her students more about the Middle -
“East crisis. She has only whet their -
appetite and they want to digest
more about Hussein and Saudi
Arabia.
"They’ve learned quite a bit so
far but they want to learn more,"
che caid
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Sunday was a great day in
Pell Clty It was a “reat day
for a Great Lady and it was a
great day for-a large crowd who
witnessed - the ceremony that
changed ‘the name of the So St.
Clair Elementary. School to the
lola Roberts School.

It was a v,onderful day for -

Gov George Wallace ‘who. thor-
m:ghly ‘enjoyed dehvermg the
keynote addvess. It was: a fine
and, wonderful day for Col J.
Craig Smith, Avondale Presi-
dent, "who paxd marvelous tri-

bute to sts Roberts The pro-

gram went off smooth and with-
out inter ruptxon which. was a
tribute to Lion President Harold

King ‘and ‘Lion A, T, Winkler -

and all members. of the Lions
Club_who worked habd 0 make
the pr ogram atop success

1t was: a source af gleat satis-
faction to . Col. Sam -Burt * who
had the first idea to change the
name and- put lns fellow Lions
to work.

The  huge crowd Who could

not begm to get s,eats‘ in the

auditorium -was an- cutpouring
of love and  affection for the
Great Lady whe has educated
and molded the c¢haracter of
children ‘in "Pe]l City for 45
vears.

In paying tribute to Miss Iola
Roberts, Cel." Stnith, said of her
in part, “‘She is an educated
educator - who ‘has taught what
should have been taught, as well
as imbuied in youth a sense of
Americanism”.

The entire affair was sponsor-
ed by the Pell City Lions Club.
The - resolution changing the

name  of the “school was fi
passed . unanimously by 1
Lions. Then to make it legal &
official the resolution: was pa
ed- by the legislature and ngr
by the governor. ‘

The program rolled mnoot

from the beginning, “Har
King did ‘a superb job.as emc
Various ones came on for sh
talks, among -them Hugh V
liamson, - Ed:Holladay.' ‘Hal
Williams, " Mrs. Julia Lewm
others, :

The - governor -reviewed by
ly the great. strides ' educat
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a(i m ade in-Alabama durmg the
e years of his ad-
Then ‘he also paid
and feeling - tribute to
berts,” During -the Wal-
administration - education
ibly-made real progress
abama than in any admini-
tranrn since that of Gov. B.'B.
jomer,-a fellow Barbour counti-
1 who.has been aptly named
he ‘father of education in Ala-
ama’.

Mrs. Wallace came along with
er husband and a more graci-
us lady no one will ever want

to see. I am posmve that if she.

and her husband decide she will

be a candidate for governor, she
captured the hearts and votes of -

a great, majority of that crowd
at the school last Sunday.
All were glad that the gover-

nor stayed with us as lorig as he ’

dxd As a rale when the digni-

tavies ‘come in to make a short

talk they manage to tip out and

begone soon-after their: part on-

the pl()"l am is finished.
But not Gov Wallace. He got

in .the reception. line that fol-~

hmed {lic program shool«. every

lwnd in sight and had himself a
thorou 7h good. tx\e in gab ses-
sions “with anyone who wanted
to talk with him. To me he said
“I don’t believe I have ever en-
'Jof d myself more and I don’t

ever “having ' been
a1t home as much

I told him of ¢ourse that was
always the way - with visitors in

“our “town,” “that most  folk “who

visited here for a few hours
usually ‘went. home ‘and moved

~their families :to. Pell City.
‘When ‘we drove him back io0-

Pell City’s brand new airport
the shades .of night were slip-
ping in fast. There was several
cars, a considerable crowd at
the airport gates hoping fo get
a chance to wave at the gover-
nor as he passed, )
“They don't have fo wave at
me”, the. governor said, “stop
the car a few mimites. I want
to talk and shake hands with
them’’. When he finally climbed
in his plare we had to turn the
lights on to get away )

1 was saying; it was a
it Day. in Pell City. . *>(eb)




AT SCHOOL PROGRAM. . .
‘Miss ‘Iola’ Roberfs ~and 'Gov.,
George. Wallace,.. top. . picture,
with - the oil painting of Miss
Roberts that was presented fo
her by the ‘people of Pell City
last Sunday when' the South St.
Clair school’s name was chang-
ed - to the -Iola-Roberts: School.
‘The picture will hang in the lob-
by ‘of the schiool.~Middle group
shows Harold King, Lion Club
president who was emcee at the
prosram, at left, Governor and
Mrs. Wallace, and L. K. Bently,
state senator. Back “row same
order, Edmund® Blair, partially
hidden by Harold King, Pell City
Mayor Otis Perry; and Rep. Ed-
win Holladay. Bottom picture is
of Col. Craig ‘Smith, president
‘of ‘Avondale Mills, who paid
great iribute  to Miss Roberts
and introduced the governor.
‘The ‘governor is shown sitting
behind Col Smith.

Phole By Jolmnie C. Williams
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