: Greenwa‘re‘ And Bowl

John Lonergan received a
BFA from the Umversxty of
Alabama-Tuscaloosa in 1964,
and began a career in com-

| mercial art. The commercial

art career in Birmingham

. ended and Lonergan ‘began.

teaching . Pell City High
School. His career as a potter-

“began seven years ago when he

had to teach ceremics in his
classes and he tarted readmg

~up on the sub

Seven - year. Iaber, thh a
great deal of readir pracnce
D u,mnn with

clays and firing processes
; Lonergan (

on many

the clay’ used, ‘the

potters skill in throwing a Diece,
the f ‘use of glazes

; and fmal mn w1th glaze.

} which Lonergan
uses varyand are rarely a pure

; : form of clay, such as Prattville

or thtsbm"gk or fire clay, but
generally a mixture which is
based onare pegleaned from
2. hook, or the result on
Lonergan’s experimentations.

“The use of clay. is. extremely
important: and each clay con-
fributesa special element to the
finished piece. Each recipe of
clay mixes differently with the

~glazes. Even gredter dif-

ferentiation in coloration. and
texture: can - come from the
process whlch the potter ‘uses
for firing.. . = :

Lonergan is one of the few
potbers in this area who is
working with porcelain. Por-
celain is one of the more dif-
ficult clays to work with
because of its tight granular
composition - which makes it
difficult to throw; it lacks
elasticity  which makes
throwmg easier.

Another dlfflculty in workm

with porcelain is the d1ff1culty
in working the walls of a piece
thin enough for proper firing.
Lonergan is using reduction
firing for glazes which is use of
a gas burner and is an oxygen
‘atarved aneration. Tha kiln



with porcelain is the dxfflculty
in working the walls of a piece
thin enocugh for proper firing.

Lonergan is using reduction

firing for.glazes which is use of :
a gas burner and is an. oxygen
"starved operation. The kiln

permlts determination of th use
of the amount “oxygen in the

quahty to the glaze and the

fmlshed product

pottery, but stoneware ‘and
which permits - a- strong in-

teraction with the clay and the
glaze.

doen on the potter’s wheel as
five to ten pots can be thrown in

build a piece by hand.
When he throws, Lonergan

generally knows what he wants
1o create at least 90 per cent of
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Reduction- Gas Kiln Whitehead
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Low fmng makes for solid .-

porcelain require high firing,‘

Most of Lonergan’s work is

the length of time it takes to
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If a -piece doesn’t
; Wox‘k ‘he starts over.

Lonergan has ‘gone through

- many trial and error stages,

In dlscussmg the spots which -

equently. -appe:

xperxements is: w1th a platter

base thrown, platter part hand-

: plates. These are chffxcult to

ake because the tnnness ‘of the

‘ reductmn fu-mg
Lonergan has  several
hods for applying glazes to
ieces, -which’ range from
quently applying the glazé
a brush to dunking m a

~ bexng blown.on by a fan. The
- effects are quite mberestmg and

Lonergan also pamts quite

~well“and has - sold’ his works

statewide. He acknowledges
‘that few artists have two such
dsznmlar areas of creathty,
particularly if they try to do
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;varieu.

Lonergan. also pamts quite

statewide. He' acknowledges
ihat few art;sts have '

m § has not: recelved the
‘ d

Botamcal Gardens art show.
He is a member of the Alabama
Craftsman
| and the Alabama

tists Association, -
‘Most of the potters in the area
are just beginning or have had
np- access to the necessary
pork - and. instruction, which
rgan has had,-and to which
attributes his success.

and the rest of the time T'm

generally working in the
studio,”’ said Lonergan .
hat undoubtedly, is a very

outstanding work as a potter

well ‘and’ has ‘sold: his works.

Lonergan began. pottery, his -

Iqrge”part ‘of ‘his’success. and

Gene Simmons from Tupelo, Miss.,
will sing his own ‘"Haunted House’’
and his latest hit “Gimme That Good
Old -Country - Music” plus many
more, at the Leeds Town ‘N Country
Jamboree. You’ll enjoy ‘the -
Bluegrass sounds of the Brasher

Brothers, plus the Town ‘N Country

Gentlemen playing your favorite
country tunes and backing. Regular
performers featured every Sa\‘urday
night. :

Entertainment For The Whole Family



