MARGARET, L CHLR, WHITLE'S CHAPE

The history of the development of Margarct, iscmar, and White's Chapel is simply
the history of the development of ..labama TFucl and Iron Compsny in 3t. Clair County.

;labams fucl and Iren Company was organized in 1905 by Col. Henry T.
DnBardelebon and was then known as slabama Tucl and Steel Company. Colonel DeBarde-
lchen, was the grandson of Danicl Pratt, a pioncer developer of Iron furnaces in
.labama. The eity of Prattvillc was numed for Danicl Pratt.

Tn 1908 Alabama Fucl and Stecl Company was rcorganized by Coloncl DoBardclcben,
with capital from the Colgate, Macy and other New York intorests, and was thoreniter
known as Alabama Fucl and Iron Company.

Tt was in 1908 that Hargarct was built to providec homes for thosc men whe werce
te manage and operate the mines and who werc to dig the coal. The village was nemca
for Mrs. Charles I, DeBardeleben, whosc husband, the son of Coloncl Henry DeBardele-
ben, was vice-president of the new company.

Lomar was built for similar rcasons to thosec given for the building of Margarct
and just a short time later. It derived its name from the first syllablc of JActon,
a mining village the company owmed and operated in Shelby County, and the first
syllable of MHargarch, Ac-mar,

Tt was at Acmar that the company built its contral power and washer plants.

White's Chapel developed olong with Margaret and Acmar as employees of Alabama
Tucl and Iron Company built private homes in that community. Employces of the
Contral of Georgia Railroad, who operated the branch line of that company to serve
the mines at Margaret and icmar, also built private homes in this area.

For a number of years the mines in these areas produced an annual output of one
million tons of coal. There was never any work stoppage caused by labor difficulties.

The development of Diescl locomotives and the increased use of natural gas so
curtailed the use of steam coal that in Hovember 1950, :labama Fuel and Iron Company
closed its mines ond seb out to liguidate all its assets.

By C., C. Garrison
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TOWN OF MARGARET

MARGARET, ALABAMA 35112

HISTCORY
CF THE

WUARTER CENTURY CLUB
or
ATABAMA FUEL & IRON CONEANY

Orgenized, February, 1935

In ax Lcanlng to make th¢s an interesting story it will
De necesaary for me to give a brief history of the &labame
Fuel & Iron Company, and in order to do this will have to
start with the man who conceived the idea of the Company and
give a short outline of his early 1life, this man being “ol.
Fenry F. DeBardeleben, the father of our Presidént.

Col. DeBardeleben began his activities in the Coal and Iron
Industries of thie state in the year 1772, Up to this time he
had deveted his whole time and attention to ihe msnufecture of
cotton gine at Pra *tvi11c3 &1 ag, being the active cperating head
of the Gin Fzctory of his fetner- 1ﬂ—7@1, Fr, Daniwl Pratt. In
the manufacture of cotton gins 1t *'ag necescary teo Nave nig

iron, which prompte? mr. rratt to manufzcture hic dren, znd ae
resuit he purcharsed certaln ccal and iron cre lands and erected
the old Nxmeoor furncces, Chortly afier the comn’etion of

thoce furnaces r. Pratt died, and the rcsronsipility of the
rratt estate fell on the shoulders of Col. eBarieleben, then &
voung man, who vas married to Mr, Pratt's only child., Frem t is

fecrced resvonsibility of managing coal and ircn prover*iﬁc nhe
expanced and made a wonderful success, nct orly in develoning
several propertiec fnd tde City of Bescerer, 4la., but in doinz
€0 acquired quite a larre forture, The nanic of 1802 A1d to Col,
Dehrrdeleben vnat iy i“ tu nay others in ﬂeier'ﬂn him of hic
vorldly nossessions. However, this did nct from
continuing hisg natural instinct teo develop noyrolls,
Fe acquired his second fortune, and *his vas brevn cre
endeavor in Georgia,

At thies time Col., TeBardeleben was in the m@icﬂhﬂ”“POf nf
eixty veare of ege, he having mors knoyleds ‘ !
resources of 4dlabama then arny wen in th _
since. This knovwledfige enabled him tc selec
lands in St. Clair and fhelby Countiss ans ]
lezses for a long pericd of time. These prererties - er
presented by Col. DeBardeleben to Mr, J. ', Overton, of
Nashville, Tenn., vho wad induced tc join him in develouing
them for production of cogl, having in mind tvo large customers

ooxT

for these coals, one being the Central of Gecrgie Reil. ay Company
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anc the other ¢ e Louisville & Nashville Pajlroadg ”T Ovezﬁoﬁ
In turn surcceeded in getting friends f h
join Col. DeBardeleben and himself i ing the aLabama
Fuel & Steel Company in t e year 19059 Tfe-e were gseventeen men
in the group organizing the Llapama F uel & Steel Company, all of

whom have nassed to the great beyomd with the exception of two,

Iir, Charles F. DeBardeleben, then a young man, the second
son of Col., He P. DeBardeleben was employed by these gentlemen
to actively manage the affairs of the Company.

&fter the orgapnization of the 4labama Fuel & Steel Company
the Central of Georgia Railway Company, having mno coal mines on
their rails and necessarily having to pay freight on the coal
consumed by the railroad and steamships, purchased the properties
on which Margaret is located and part of the acreage worked by the
Acmar mines, and made a long time lease with the new f£oal company
to deve]op coal mines on this »roperty and agreed to purchese
their remuilemepts of coal from the coal company. The properties
leased in Shelby County consisted of a large acreage carrying the
Helena Seam, on which the old Acton mihes were developed; and the
L, & N, Bailroad not only bullt a spur line from their main line
at Helena to these Acton mines, a distance of about eight miles,
but also bought a large percentage of the ccal from these mines
for their own use. The Central of Georgia also had tc buillda
a spur line from their main line at Henry Ellen to Vargaret, a
distarce of about eleven milesz, Both of these sour lines vere
built without any out lay of money by the cocal company, this
being another evidence of the trading ability of Col. H. t.
DeBardeleben, These two spur lines cowpined cost @pproximately
$6004N00,00.

There were two mines immediately developed at Targaret,
Nos. 1 and 2, on the Harkness Seam, and twe mines developed at
Acton, Nos. 1 and 2, on the Helena Scam. The Harkness feam at
Margaret has several partings and in order to meke the coal
merchantable 1t had to be washed, and the Alabama Fuel & fteel
Company was the first coal company to wash coal for the
commercial market. The coal produced et A4cton was of such nature
thet it did not require washing and wes of such high grade it
drew a premuim over other coals produced 1in the Cahabha Field,

The Company continued with just these two operations uniil
1908, at which time the property on which the &cmar mines are now
located was acquired by €ol, H. F. DeBardeleben through a purch: se
by him from the Tennessee Coal Iron & Railroad Company, and this
tract of land was leased to the 4labama Fuel & Steel Company s but
in order to have sufficient capital to developr the mines at
Acnar and build the Colgate washer the Company hed to increase
its capitalization, and this increased capital was acquired from
New York gentlemen$ among them being Mr., V. Everit lMacy and ”T

Jas, C. Colgat vhe rave never parted ~vith gny of thelipr original
hold:mg*s5 bdu o‘ the cther haﬂ% have ad&cc 233%1onat s%ock@
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Lt the time of the reorgan 1yt
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the neme of &labama Fuel & Iron C
mine was developed and a spur tra
Georgis Railvay Coapdpy from t'e Mar T
a c1stqnce of approximately three miles, as well as all o
washer and yard tra ck at Colg without any capital bei
furnished by the coal company, which wao the last large
transaction e by Col. H. ¥. DeBardeleben for the company.

(‘)OQJ

k huilt Dy the Cent
lergaret Branch to &
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He died just as thju de"f‘ nemeﬁt mas being WPll started, g
the entire respons he company the fell on !fr, ~
Chas. F. DeBardelebe: ho gh only had the title of
Vice~Presgident d General tive head of the
company, and later succeeded asg President ¥r. J. I5. Overton,
who met an untimely desth in ap aytomobile accident,

In 1921 the Central of Gpovgﬁa Railvay through
the efforte of Mr, Chas. F. DeBardeleven, vas induced to build
a spur froem fcCowmbs to rhﬁt is known ag Over istance
of abou® ten miles, and Cverton Nos. 1 and ere

2ration

develonad, These wines continued ov
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at which time the men who vere em1L0vﬁﬁ there, notvithstending
they were told repealedly that thece nines vere being crerate
at a dead logs Sjnply to proviie wory for them, decifed * ;
off false and break a lons recor'i mf uwpn”.@seven vesa
this compa T [ 1 heccoing
affiliated thege mines
were clogsec are closed.

Our cormpany has steadily gfovnw havi
establirhed under their own trade namege- cl
Acton, until the vear 1935 3t ethained the ion of
helng the largest comnercial <oal rroducer tate.
These coels are mined fromw lands thet
several cozl experts as being unworkable,
anprroxirately 570005QU0 tonssy lew acton nas pr"
2,000,000 tons, F%L‘ approximately 11,000, OCQ
aporeximetley 9 o0 OuO? or & LO%?” ATy Gt
tong, and all >efqb ons exceot 017
F 3T S p?ofuctionﬁ This demonstate
bezardeleben in pronounc ing these syvrc)
crerations, and as a result hSP creats d ﬂ”py TulllLLQ in
most attractive mining communit f ess oul nmunities oveing entirely
different in app arance @nd living conditiens from the crditary
mining camp in that our peovle rride in the avvear rnce of
their hcmes and surr ocundings, as vell as their conduct.
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Our company, I am sure, can boast of having more men working

for it over a long period of years than any coal company in
state. 1In recognition of this great numbsr of long service

emplowees our President conceived the 1dea in the early rpart
orgadnizing hat ie known as the Quarter Century Club, compos

the
1935 of

of
ed of

eighty-one (81} charter members, these employes baving worked
continuously for the compeny from twenty %o thirf§y-one vears,

Many of these members have sons employed by tne company who
never worked for any other company. Through the generosity

have
ol our

Yresldent, mr, cvhaes r. Debardeleben, eacn member of tne club, both

white and colored, is presented with a check for 55.00 each

month.

Bach member feels a great oride in belonging to this club, and

that it is quite an honor to work for the best company in
existence for this length of time, making them eligible for
membership in this honorary club. The club expects to meet

cnce or

twice a year and welcome any new members who may become eligible

for membership,

Thé formation of this Quarter Century Club, an? the good
derived from it, both financially and soclally, ic jurt one of
the many good deeds of the company‘s President, *r., "has. F.

DeBardeleben for his employes. The namnes of the members of

the

club and their occupation appear later in this brief history.

Since the company was formed the employes have been

encouraged to attend welfare meetings monthly, where any employe

mey make known any comnlaint he might have and receive sati

consideration of his complaint. These meetings are held at

sTe chyyy
each

division monthly, having separate meetings for white and colored
employes. During the entire history of the company there has not
been any friciion or race trouble, as each race i1g required to

conduct its affairs on the came high plane, but separately,

This

is probably the only company in the entire country whese employes,
white or colored, may carry any just grievarce to any official
of the company and have same acdjusted to their entire satisfection,

In addition to these mondhly welfere meetings, the officials
of the company, including their vives and gaugr ters, meet each
month at one of the divisions for inspecting the rroperties, having
luncheon, and a business meeting. These are knova as staff meetings,

and are also attended by representatives of the employes for the

purpose of hearing reports from the company and to Maye any

suggestions they think proper for the improvement of their
conditions and welfare., These monthly staff meetings have
toward cementing the good feeling vhich has alvavs existed
the compamy and its employes. This feeling of loyalty rLias

very plainly demonstrated during the vast t.o vears. Thile

deone much
hetrieen
been

all

other companies were having labor troubles and strikes tre Alabama
Fuel & Iron Company did not lose a day's work from any kind of

labor disturbance, mining and shipoing more coel vhile all
Bompanies were closed by strikes than it has in veaps,, and

other
this has

been the case through all periods of lebor troubles and strikes since

the company was organized in 1905,
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The company ﬂas galned many customers by being abl: to ship coal =
when it is wanted, which proves to a.l buyers thet Bhey can depend
on getting coal of the best grade? at any time when ordered, from
the Aldaﬂma Fuel & Iron Company, thus giving our emnloyes more
work then thosc¢ with other companies, ‘

This good work with the best of wages, and the most
comfortable hores at the cheapest rate of rent, and pleazsant
surreundings, malke the neorle of the Alabame Fuel & Iron
Company the happlest and wost contented neope to bé found enywhere
in the entire countyy, They Ngve mwore of the comforts of 1ife,
and ape more e7i~oust87ﬁlﬁg thany any pecrle of any other
fompa y. No oiher company does so much for the velfsre of its
emplo"esg ané not a single wan has failed tc stand up for the
company and show his appreciation during the hardshi s gnd troubles
-of the vear just ended,

A1l these good advantages that both the company and its employes
enjoy are directly attributable to but one thing, the fellow
feeling and the exercise of the Golden Rule by our
Chas. F. DeBardeleben, There is no other industri who has
the interest of his employes more at heart or dose so much in every
vay possible for their welfare as does thisz good man.

We, the emnloyes of the &Llabama Tusl 2~ Iron Comreny, Teel th:t
there is ne other company or any other 1eader 23 goeced as ours. He
feels that he 1s cne of us, and cdoes not fail cn any and all
cecaslens to affiliate and rntef into our livers and ~elfzre,

Through his vision of aﬂL101Jatlhg the many nardshiys thet vere in
store for us as a result of the Jeﬁresplom, he conceivzd the idea
of home production of food stuffs, and as a result of this nene of us

n
have been forc:d to accept cherity from any outeiile agency, as haQ
h employes of other companiss throughout the natiion,

In eddition to the $5.00 ner month given esch rember of this
Quarter Century Club, as & token of sprreciation of their long
service, each .ember ha veen given a gold hadge signifying their
mewbership, vihich 1g a dge of distrinretion and can be handed
devn to future generatlmn, as evidence of having “een & Taithful
and loyal employe for the period of vears snecifics. There ie an
insignia on this bzdge signifying friencly reletions existing
petween laborer and emnloyer. No man can desert, vitheout juet
cause, a friend of tvwienty vears standing tc fake on as a
substitute a man of short acqueintsce and untri.d sincerity. I
therefore feel thet the membe: ship of thic club stends s a unit
to at all times protect and defend the giver of this bedge
against all enemiecs,

.L

I deewm it a privilege to have wiritten this brief history and
description of our {uarter Century Club, and frust 1 = 1ll pe one of
1ts mempere the remainder of my active lLife, Matiural Lv any mnember
who severs his connection with the COwpany auluwl LILELly Sovols
ey Membership in the club,
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We have lost three members since the organizaticn of this
club, two having severed their connection witn the company and
one thfou h ﬂeath the tvio loet by severance being 1r. 7. . L.
Burt and Jtrry J,,yons.3 co]ored and the one by death r. . &.

Sloan. 1In the death of kr, loan vie have sustained g great
10059 as he was not only a most efficient Peacs Officer but
was a gentlemen under any and all circumstances, and added
materially to the morale of the community in vhich he Lived,
as well as teliing a vart in all civic matters. Ve have alﬂed
several new members since the club wes organizad by haVlfC
served theilr requisite number of years ~h1cl zlves us at the
present time a totel memberchip of 90, a complete 1ist of the
membership being attached hereto.

This ds our first anniversary of the Juarter V,ntury Club,
Cur first meeting for organlzlng the club was held &t the home of
vy and Irs. Chas. H. Shepherd r. in dcwep, where we enjoyed
the wenderful hospitality of ¥r, and "Trs. :“Ophf“ﬁs being zerved
with delightful Jrelreﬁrmcnis.,a and brought togebher those of us
who seldom are brought togein r in a body, practifally the

entire white wembership of the club, accempanied by their

wwveg, being present. We find ocurselves neeting again in the
howme of Mr. #nd Mrs. Shepherd; however, thic meeting is ziven

by Ir. Chas. ¥, DeBardeleben. It i¢ the greatest satifaction to

look into mwany. of the same faces this time 25 at our original
meeting, which I hope will prove the cage in meny of the

succeeding meetings, resulting in cur friendechiy for our
fellowman and our company growing cach

o
[

@

Respectiully,
R. W, BAIH, Histcrien.

January 22, 1936
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VHITE NMEMBERS OF QUARTED CENTEHY CLUL
Date
Service
Name Began
T, R. Akridge May 1913
R. ¥. Bzin Mar. 1908
A. J, Bradshaw Aug, 1014
Ulric Brandt Jan, 1914
Marchall Brasher Sept. 1907
E. ¥. Brown Jan, 1913
Borden Burr Nov. 1907
8., B, Crane Aug. 1909
R. F. Culvahouse Mar, 1910
Chas. F. Debardeleben~June 1205
P. L. Dryer May 1905
Ws & Forman Sept. 1914
Ta F. Frazier June 1912
V., W. Fulghum Jen, 1911
APL Fulmer Sept. 1215
&, J. Garrison Aug. 1909
Bert Glidewell Oct. 1914
W. Ta Glover Sept. 1913
Bd, Griffin Nov. 1912
J. G, Hammock Oct. 1910
Jim Henley Oct. 1908
J. M, Hughes July 1908
E. L. Hurst Sept. 1912
C. H., Jackeon Dec. 1907
C. A. Jones July 1910C
Less Lawley Feb., 1944
F. F. {Foley) Lee Oct. 1911
Ira B, Lee Sept. 1914
Jim "artin Sept. 1914
Je e Hoore 1€10
Otis Mgore Septi 1212
T. ¥. oore Dec, 1912
G. F., Peoples lay 1912
Y. . Pyle Jan. 1912
v, L. Rainey Tar, 1908
7. . Roper Sept. 1914
Mre., Eddie J. Sandlin- 4pnril 1915
B, H. Lanslng Leplte. 1914
o, &, fansing Cct. 1910
Chas. £hepherd, Sr. May 1905
C. H. fhepherd, Jr. Jan. 1212
%W, 0., Stine bug. 1912
Jim Yatkins Jan. 1910

Occupati

on

Minenr
Tipple Ta
Laborer

n

Laborer

Blacksmith helpere«-
Miner

fGttorney

lechanic helper
Store lManager
Gen. Manager
Engineer
Casualty Manager
Saw IMill Hand
Auditing “enrt.
Laborer

Miner

Winer

School Prin.
Laborer

Laborer

Driver

Vieighman

Laborer

faw 17111 Hanao
Delivery Hoy
Laborer
Laborer
Laborer
Mner
Miner
Piner
Niner
Hiner
Labcrer
Tinple
Laberer
Stencgravher
Engineer
Bosge Driver
Iine Foreman
Piner

iner
Laborer

<

i
DCEE

Present
Ccecupation

Mine Foremnan

Cashier

Mine Forenan
Agst. Blectirician

Fafety Man
Iiner

Counsel

Engineer
Purchasing Agent
President

Chief Engineer
Crsualty Manager
Engineer

Sec, & Treas.
Carpenter

Miner

Fire Bosgs
Schecol Prin,
Heacd Lamp Man
iner

Bath House attd.
Lemp ilan
Carpenter Boss
Puniper

L ltore lanager
Bogs Driver
Finer

Yasher HMan
Engineer
Contrsctor
Miner

Miner

Miner

Finer

Tirnle Eorss
Pever Houce Cner.
Sec, to Fres.

angineer
Supcrintenden
Retired
Surerintendent
Iine Foreman
Gen,. Jtility

T
.G

n



T Y

YO

ALABAMA 35112

T s s o
curgege

& i
- 51
LS i !
19 i f
P )
1 G ¥ 1
19
L . 1 3]
N -
LO0 5t Dleckemit
SN cra
. L0900 5t ine:
OO H
.L,-v‘{j‘,} b i
bt lavye
190 t i
107 o I
. J..(‘Zf % i
1G] . "
Lo o ca
POy
@ A7 K3
S , 1

e
y
-

RN

1910 t )
pan i i34

”.
BEONG
©
=
3
-

aC i
1915 o °
. 1S10 T i
1812 T 1
b, 1912 i i
. 1209 t i
e 1915 7 i
4r:d 197 1 i

O
N
f

TINO NI Y

SO b

T
2.0
O

-y

AL SN
Q= Do
[

~ by
D
O HANOND NGO WD
D
H=ON
no

g
5
!
[@]
5 -
‘.._J



MARGARET, »CHLR, WEITD'S CH.LPEL

The history of the dovelepment of Margarct, .acmar, and White's Chapel is simply
the history of the development of .labama Fucl and Iron Compony in St. Clair County.

/Jdabama Tuel and Iren Company was orgoenized in 1905 by Col. Henry F.
DoBardeleben and was then known as ilabama Fucl and Steel Company. Coleonel DeBarde-
leben, was the grandson of Danicl Pratt, a pioncer developer of Iron furnaces in
;labama. The city of Prattville was named for Danicl Pratt.

Tn 1908 Alabama Fuel and  Stecl Cbmpany was rcorganized by Coloncl DoBardclcben,
with capital from the Colgate, Macy and other New York interests, and was thercenfiter
known as Alabama Tucl and Iron Company.

Tt was in 1906 that Margarct was built te provide homes for thosc men who were
to manage and operate thc mines and who were to dig the coal. The village was named
for Mrs. Charles F. DeBardclcben, whosc husband, the son of Coloncl Henry DeBardcle-
ben, was vice-president of the ncw company.

Lcmar was built for similar rcasons to thosc given for the building of Margarct
and just a short time later. It derived its name from the first syllable of /icton,
a mining village the company owned and operated in Shelby County, and the first
syllable of Margarct, Ac-mar.

It was at Acmar that the company built its central power and washer plants.

White's Chapel developed along with Margaret and Acmar as employees of Alabama
Fucl and Iron Company built private homes in that community. Employees of the
Central of Georgia Railroad, who operated the branch line of that company to serve
the mines at Margaret and Jicmar, also built private homes in this area.

For 2 number of years the mines in these areas produced an annual output of one
million tons of coal. There was never any work stoppage caused by labor difficulties.

The development of Diescl locomotives and the increased use of natural gas so
curtailed the use of.stcam coal that in November 1950, .labama Fuel and Iron Company
closed its mines and set out to liquidate all its asscts.

By C. C. Garrison
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HISTORY
CF THE
WUARTER CENTURY CLUB
OF
ALABAMA FUEL & IRON CONPANY

Organized, February, 1935

In attempting to make this an interesting story it will
be necesaary for me to give a brief history of tne Alabame
Fuel & Iron Company, and in order to do this will iave to
start with the man who conceived the idea of the Compnany and
give a short outline of his early life, this man heing Col.
Fenry F. DeBardeleben, the father of OMr President.

Col. TeBardeleben began his activities in the Coal and Iron
Industries of thie state in the vear 1£72., Up to this time he
had devoted his whole time and attention to the msnufzcture of
cotton gina at Prattv11lc? é“aa, being the active operating head
of the Gin Factory of his father- 1p~7a1 Hr, Daniel Pratt. In
the manufacture of cotton gins it - as necerf Ty te have nig
iron, which prompue? mr. rratt to manufecture hie iren, a2nd ae
result ne purchacsed certain ccal 2and iron ore lands znd erecte
tne old Nxmoor furncces. Chortly after the completion of
thicse Turnaces I'r. Pratt died, and tne resronsipiliity of the

rratt ectate fell on the shoulders of CoL” ‘ebar”eleben, then s
voung man, wno vas married to Mr. Pratt's only child, Zrem t is

forced responsibility of managing cozl and ircn proverties he
expanded and made a wonderful success, nct orly in developing
several properties and the City of Bescerer, 4la., out in doin:
so acquired quite a larce forture, The nmanic of 18502 448 +o Col,
Deh-rdeleben wnet iy “ia tu may others in Jdenruvineg hilm of his
vorldly vossessions. However, this did nct deter nim from
continuing his naturasl instinct te develop and L'“aie nayrolls,
Ee acquired his secon? fortune, and *his vas lost in 2 brevn ore
endeavor in Georgia.

At this time Col. DeBardeleben =as

eixty veare of age, he having mores knowl

resources of Alabama tran anvy man in the
since. This knowlefige enabled him tc select r
lands in St. Clair and Shelby Countiee znrnd ccaquire ffvorable
leases for a long periocd of time. Thece prererties ~ere
presented by Col. DeBardeleben to Mr, J. I Gverton, of
Nashville, Tenn., vho wad induced to join him in develoning
them for preduction of cogl, having 1@ rind tvo lerse customers
for these coals, one being the Central of Gecrgia Redil. ay Company
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and the other t e Louisville & Nashville Rallroad. ¥r, Overton
in turn succeeded in getting friends of his in Nashville to

join Col. DeBardeleben and himself in organizing the Alabama

Fuel & Steel Company in t e year 1905. There were seventeen men
in the group organizing the Alapama F uel & Steel ‘Lompany, all of
whom have nassed to the great beyonfi with the exception of two,.

Wr. Charles F. DeBardeleben, then a young man, the second
son of Col. H. F. DeBardeleben was employed by these gentlemen
to actively manage the affairs of the Company.

After the orgapization of the Alabama Fuel & Cteel Company,
the Central of Georgila Railway Company, having no coal mines on
their rails and necessarily having to pay freight on the coal
consumed by the railroad and steamships, purchssed the properties
on which Margaret 1s located and part of the acreage worked by the
Acmar mines, and mesde a long time lease with the new £oal company
to develop coal mines on this property and agree? to purchese
their ren,irements of coal from the coal company. The properties
leased in Shelby County consisted of a large acreage carrying the
Helena Seam, on which the old Acton mihes were developed, and the
L. & N. Rallroad not only built a spur line from their main line
at Helena to these Acton mines, a distance of about eight miles,
but also bought a large percentage of the coal from these mines
for their own use. The Central of Georgla also had to builda
a spur line from their main line at Henry Ellen to Fargaret, a .
distarce of about eleven milez, Both of these gnur linec vere
built without any out lay of money by the coal company, this
being another evidence of the trading ability of Col. H. K.
DeBardeleben, These two spur lines cowpined cost &pproximately
$6004000,00,

There were tvwo mines immediately developed at ‘‘argaret,
Nos. 1 and 2, on the Harkness Seam, and twe mines developed at
Acton, Nos, 1 and 2, on the Helena Scam. The Harknese feam at
Margaret has several partings and in order to make the cosl
merchantable it had to be washed, and the Alabama Fuel & Steel
Company was the first coal company to wash coal for the
commrercial market. The coal produced at Acton was of such nature
thet it d1d not require washing and wes of such high grade it
drew a premuilm over other coals produced 1in the Cahaba Field.

The Company continued with just these two operations until
1908, at which time the property on which the Acmar mines are now
located was acquired by Col. H. F., DeBardeleben through a purch:se
by him from the Tennessee Coal, Iron & Railroad Company, and thic
tract of land was leased to the &labama Fuel & Steel Company; but
in order to have sufficient capital to develop the mines a
Acmar and build the Colgate washer the Company hed to increase
its capitalization, and this increased capital was acquired from
New York gentlemen, among them being Ifr. V. Everit lMacy and Ir.

Jas, C., Colgate, whe have neve arted =ith a of their original
hol&ings, bt o the other hang gave aﬁéeg 22d4+ona1 st olk.?
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&t the time of the reorganization the new company took
the name of Alsbama Fuel & Iron Company, end the No. 1 Acrer
mine was developed and a spur track built by the Central of
Georgia Railway Company from t'e Margaret Branch to demar,

a distance of approximately three miles, as well as all of the
washer end yard tracks at Colgate, without any capital being
furnished by the coal company, which was the last large
transaction made by Col. H. T, DeBardeleben for the company.
He died just as this developement was being well started, _pa
the entire responsibility of the company then fell on My, =
Chas. I'. DeBardeleben, who although only had the title of
Vice~-President and Genersl Manager was the active head of the
company, and later succeeded as President Mr, J. I, Overton,
who met an untimely death in an apytomobile accident.,

In 1921 the Central of Georgia Railuay Coupany, through
the efforte of Mr. Chas., F. DeBardeleben, vas induced to build
a spur frcm ilcCombs to what is known as Overton, a distance
of about ten miles, and Cverton Nos. 1 and 2 mines vere
developed. These mines continued operation until &ugust s 1934,
at which time the men who vere employad there, notvithstanding
they were told repeatedly that these mines vere being crerated
at a dead loss simply to proviie work for them, decifed to follow
of f false gods and break a long record of twenty®seven vears of
this company in not having any labor disturbances, in bheccoing
affiliated with the Unted I'ine Vorkers, at vhich time thesge mines
were closed and are still closed.

Our cowmrany has steadily grovn, haging our coals vell
establiched under their own trade nawcs~~Marga et, acmer and
Acton, until the vear 1935 it attained the “istirnction of

being the largest commercial coal producer in the {tate.

These coels are mined from lands thit vere condemnned by
several cozl experts as being unworkable., OLd écton proiuced

aprroxirately 5,000,000 tons; 1Ifew 4dcton has proiuced zpproximately
2,000,000 tons, lMzrgaret approximately 11,000,000 tene and dcrmer

aporoximetley 9,000,000, or a tosal of avrroximalely 27,000,000
tons, and all operaticns exceot 01d Act are good for many vore
vears production, This demonstate Fe

DeBardeleben in pronouncing these vrcorverties as nrofisable mining
cpreratlons, and as a result has creat: ¢ hemes for many families in
most attractive mining communitiesy ou. communities being entirely
different in apprarance and living conditions from the crdirary
mining camp in that our rpeovle take prride in the avvear:nce of
their hemes and surroundings, as vwell ac their conduct.,

n
the sound judgment of Col.
T
i
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Our company, I am sure, can boast of having more men vorking
for it over a long period of years than any coal company in the
state. 1In recognition of this great nurber df long service
emplowees cur President concelved the idea in the early part of 1935 of
organizing what iz known as the Quarter Century Club, composced of
eighty-one (81) charter members, these employes having worked
continuously for the company from twenty %o thirg¥-one vears,

Many of thece members have sons employved by tne company who have
never worked for any other company. Throush the generosity of our
President, mr. vhas r. Debardeleben, eacu member of tne club, both
white and colored, is presented with a cheek for 55,00 each month,
Each member feels a great pride in belonging to this club, and

that 1t is quite an honor to work for the best company in
existence for this length of time, making them eligible for
membership in this honorary club. The club expects to meet once or
twice a year and welcome any new members who may become eligible
for membership,

Thé& formation of this Quarter Century Club, and the good
derived from 1t, both financially and soclally, ic jurt one of
the many good deeds of the company's Fresident, ¥r. “has. F.
DeBardeleben for his employes., The names of the members of the
club and their occupation appear later in this brief history.

Since the company was formed the employes have been
encouraged to attend welfare meetings monthly, where any employe
mey make known any comnlaint he might have and receive satisfscbbyy
consideration of his complaint. These meetings are held at each
division monthly, having separate meetings for white and colored
employes. During the entire history of the ccmpany there has not
been any friciion or race trouble, as each race ig required to
conduct 1ts affairs on the same high plane, but separately. This
is probably the only company in the entire country whose employes,
white or colored, may carry any just grievance to any official
of the company and have same adjusted to their eniire satisfsction.

In addition to these mondhly welfare meetings, the officials
of the company, including their vives and caugrters, meet each
month at one of the divisions for inspecting the nroperties, having
luncheon, and a business meeting. These are knovn as staff meetings,
and are also attended by representatives of the employes for the
purpose of hearing reports from the company and to maye any
suggestions they think proper for the improvement of their
conditions and welfare, These monthly staff meetings have done much
toward cementing the good feeling vhich has alwave existed betveen
the compamy and its employes., This feeling of loyalty has been
very plainly demonstrated during the past t.o vears., 7Thile all
other companies were having labor troubles and strikes tie Alabama
Fuel & Iron Company did not lose a day's work from any kind of
labor disturbance, mining and shipping more coel vhile all other
fompanies were cloced by strikes than it has in vrarps, and this has
been the case through all periods of labor troubles and strikes since
the company was organized in 1905,
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The company has gained many customers by being abl: to ship coal w
when 1t is wanted, which proves to a.l buyers thet ®hey can derend
on getting coal of the best grade, a% any time when ordered, from
the Alabama Fuel & Iron Company, thus giving our emnloyes more
work than thosc with other companies,

This good work with the best of wages, and the most
comfortable hoves at the cheapest rate of rent, and pleasant
surroundings, make the neople of the 4lahame Fuel & Iron
Company the happiest and mocst contented neope to bé found snywhere
in the entire countyy. They bzye more of the comforts of life,
anc ape more self-sustaining thany any people of any other
fompa y. No other compeny does so much for the welfzre of its
emplo§es, and not a single man has failed to stand ur for the
company and show his appreciation during the hardshivs and troubles
0of the year just ended,

A1l these good advantages that both the company and its employes
enjoy are directly attributable to but one thing, the fellow
feeling and the exercise of the Golden Rule by our leader, lr.,
Chas. F., DeBardeleben., There is no other industrisl lezder who has
the interest cf his emploves more at heart or does so much in every
vay posesible for their welfare as does this good man.

We, the emnloyes of the &labama Fuel & Iron Comrany, feel thot
there 1s no other company or any other leader as geod as ours. He
feels that he 1s one of us, and does not fail cn any and all
occasions to affiliate and enter into our lives and ~elfare,
Through his vision of anticipating the many hardshive thet vere in

s i

store for us as a result of the depression, he conceived the i

of home preoduction of food stuffs, and as a result of *his none of us
have been forced to accept cherity from any outeide agency, as has
been the case vwith employes of other companies throuctout the naiion.

6

%

In addition to the $5.00 ver month given esch nember of this
Quarter Century Club, as a token of aprreciation of their long
service, each cember has been given a gold beodge signifying their
membership, which ie a vadge of distrinction and can be handed
down to future generatidns as evidence of having heen a faithful
and loyal employe for the period of vears svecifici, There is an
insignia on this badge signifying friendly reletions existing
between laborer and employer. No man can desert, ~ithout Juct
cause, a friend of twenty years ctending tc take on as a
substitute a man of short acguaintsce and untricd sincerity. I
therefore feel thet the memb- ship of this club stands o a unit
to at all times protect and defend the giver of this bedge
against all enemiec,

I deem it a privilege to have written this brief hictory and
description of our quarter Century Club, and #%rust L = 1ll pe one of
its mempers tne remainder of my active life, Naturally any nember
who severs hils connection with the cowpany aZutuw?ilidily Scvers
ues  membership in the clube.
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We have lost three members since the organizaticn of this
club, two having severed their connection with the company arni
one through death, the tvo lost by severance being I'r. =. I, L.
Burt and Herry Lyons, colored, and the one by death ‘r. W. &,
Sloan. In the death of Mr. Sloan we have sustained & great
loss, as he was not only a most efficient Peace Officer but
was a gentlemen under any and all circumstances, and added
materially tc the morale of the community in which he lived,
as vell as telring a part in all civic matters, Ve have gained
several new members since the club was crganized by having
served their requisite number of years, which gives us &t the
present time a total memberchip of 90, a complete 1list of the
membership being attached hereto.

This is our firet annivermary of the Quarter Century Club,
Qur first meeting for organizing the club was held &t the houe of
Mr, and I'rs. Chas. H. Shepherd, Jr. in édcnep, where we enjoyed
the wonderful hospitality of Mr. and “rs. Shepherd, being cerved
with delightful refreshments, and brought togehher those of us
who seldom are brought together in a body, practifally the
entire white membership of the club, acccmpanied by their
wives, being present. We find ourselves meeting again in the
home of Iir. and ITrs. Shepherd:; however, this meeting is siven
by I'r. Chas. F. DeBardeleben., It is the greatest satifaction
look into many. of the same faces this time as at our ofiginal
meeting, which I hope will prove the cage in meny of the
succeeding meetings, resulting in gur friendchip for our
fellowman and our company grovwing cach vaar.

Respectiully,

R. W. BAIN, Histcrian,

January 22, 1936
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VHITE LEMBERS OF QUARTEL

T. R, Akridge

R. W. Bein

A, J. Bradshaw
Ulric Brandt
Marshall Brasher
F. F. Brown
Borden Burr

e B. Crane

R. F. Culvahouse
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Mar. 1908
bug. 1914
Jan. 1914
Sept. 1207
Jan, 1913
Nov. 1907
Aug. 1909
Mar, 1910

Chas. F. Debardeleben-June 1905

P. L. Dryer

We & Forman
WV, P. Frazier
W. W, Pulghum
Art Fulmer

A, J, Garrison
Bert Glidewell
W. T. Glover
Bd. Griffin

J. G, Hammock
Jim Henley

J. M, Hughes
E. L. Hurst

C., He Jackecon
C, &. Jones
Lﬁ
b

Jim Tartin

Je ©. Moore
Otis lgore

T. F. oore
G. F. Peoplers
W. W. Pyle

Y. L. Rainey
. L. Rover

. He Sansing
. A. Sansing

Eol £ Rl O

Chas. Shepherd, Sr.
C. H. €hepherd, Jr.

We 0. Stine
Jim Viatkins

May 1905
Sept. 1914
June 1912
Jen, 1911
Sept. 1915
Aug. 1909
Oct. 1914
Sept. 1913
Nov., 1€12
Oct, 1210
Oct. 1908
July 1908
fept. 1912
Dec, 1907
July 1910
Feb, 19i4
Oct. 1911
fept. 1014
Sept. 1914
1€10
Septli 1912
Dec, 1912
May 1912
Jan, 19172
lar., 1908
Sept. 1914

e, Bddie J. Sandlin~ April 1915

Lzpt. 1914
Oct. 1910

Jan., 1912
dug. 1912
Jan. 1910

CENTHEHY CLUE

Occuvation

Miner
Tipprle Man
Laborer
Taborer

Blacksmith helper—-

Miner

Attorney
HMechanic helper
Store lanager
Gen. lManager
Engineer
Casualty Manager
caw I'ill Hand
Auditing Tent.
Laborer

iner

Miner

School Prin.
Labeorer

Lahorer

Driver

Weighman

Laborer

faw 17111 Hand
Delivery Boy
Laborer
Laborer
Labcrer
Miner

Miner

Miner

Miner

Hiner
Labcrer
Tiprle Boess
Leberer
Stencgravher
Engineer
Bose Driver
Mine TYoreman
Yiner

Yiner
Laborer

Presgent
Cccupation

Mine Forenan
Cashier
Mine Forenan
Agste. Electrician
Safety Man
Miner
Counsel
Engineer
Purchasing Agent
President
Chief Engineer
Cresualty Vanager
Engineer
Sece & Treas,
Carpenter
Miner
Fire Boss
Schecol FPrin.
Heas Lamp Man
Viner
Bath House 4ttde.
Lemp i'an
Carpenter Boss
Pumper
L tore lanager
Boss Drive
Miner
Yiagher lian
Engineer
Contresctor
Miner
Miner
Miner
Ifiner
Tipnle Eoes
Pover House Crer,
Sec. to Fres,
Engineer
Superintendent
Retired

o]

I'ine Toreman
Gen. Jtility an
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Sam Small
Andrew Smith
Brnest Smith
Ecb Thompson
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Porter Truss
John Turnbo
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THilton Thitten
Louls Wilson
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e held at 9:30 a:m. Sunday
'-mornmg service- begm°‘ at -

-&.Mm:;-and evening service at
‘pm. - The church lmvm
éveryone to attend and ’worsh
-insits. semvices, _

“.— Submitted by ggev 5

Whetstone pastor.







»,
ol
&
-,
S
i

RN RS S
B O

N faiin g
RN

Fe Ry
AT AN SRS
OO

EEY S

4yt

Figte

3L

Py
‘i‘i







THE ST. CLAIR NEWS.AEGIS

r

Sunday, Uctober 12, 1986 Page 1-B

" Wi dispiays
his mmef’S hat

‘Entrance to the
mine at Acmar



ys remains
oom

surve
Engine

s ,

1917

o
rnm “

July 4

cnic

i

yp

Compan




12 — DALY HOME, Talladega- Sylacauga Pell City, Ala., Wednesday, March 9,.1983

By MARIE WEST CROMER

(Partl) : '

ACMAR - Bill Adams, Pan Am 747

captain, has seen it all and done it all,

and as he approaches retirement in

two years, his. thoughts are turning

back to the place in St. Clan' where it
~all began i

Born in the coal—mmmg commumtyk

of Acmar, delivered by the company

doctor (father of Pell City doctor HC.'

Clayton), ‘in_the company-owned
hospital, 'Adams has had many people
in the staté and throughout the world,
upon seeing: Acmar on his birth cer-

tificate, ask; “Where m ‘the. world is

Acmar?’

The . village’s name caie from the
first syllable of Acton, a mining town

in Shelby County.that was owned by
the DeBardeleben Coal Co., and the
first syllable of Margaret, wife of
Charles F. DeBardeleben. The -nearby
coal-mining town of Margaret also
honored Mrs DeBardeIeben

ACMAR MARGARET Marketta
Overton and Henry Ellen mines were
routes hlS father, William Rex Adams,
drove mining trains over for 41 years
for the DeBardeleben Coal and Iron
Co. Bill Adams and his brothers. and

one sister grew up in Acmar, nestled'

among the hollows and hills of western
‘ St Clair County.

" They were just a few of the com-
‘munities monied Blrmlngham ‘in-
dustralist Col.: Henry . Fairchild
DeBardeleben started building over a
century ago. His large business empire
would - later be. managed- by : son,

Charles F., ‘and grandson, Prince

DeBardeleben

In the words of Col DeBardeleben,
“There's nothing like taking a wild
piece of land, all rock and woods,
ground not fit to feed a goat on, and

turning it into a seftlement of men and

women; bringing 1 railroads in, makmg

payrolls, starting things to ‘going;

nothing like boring a hillside through
and turning over a mountain.”

the Central
tracks to the new mine, which by 1906
"employed 180 men. Tracks were then

fom Acmar to world tr: eIer

- THE BIRMINGHAM  Industralist.

founded Bessemer, and the Alabama

- Fuel and Iron Co., which opened up the

mining commumtres ini-St, Clair

County. Grandson Prince opened and
operated the Red Diamond Mining -
‘Company between Leeds and er-
~mingham.

Today, travelers on 120 West mto

-Birmingham, past the Leeds ‘Exit, can

see the remains of the Red Dlamond
Mines on their right, in the form of a
huge slag pile, now. overgrown “with
trees and shrubs. The No. I mine at
Red Diamond ran under what is now I-
20 and for many yearson a cold and

. frosty morn, steam could be seen

escaping from the ‘old mine shatt.,
When the Alabama Fuel and Iron Co.
opened Margaret Mine near White’s
Chapel in1905, DeBardeleben induced
Georgla “extend -spur

extended to all the nearby mines.

All the mining - communities were
self-contained towns, with.a hosprtal
post-offlce, commissary, - service
station, ice house, commumty center

~and - housing - for . miners. and . their

families. Many of the bmldmgs are
stdl standmg today

- THEOLD COMMISSARY at Acmar,

_ice house and service station, located.

on a dead end road alongside Little
Cahaba River (which became Black
Creek after coal was washed in it), is

owned by Lorraine G. Smith. When her
‘brother Henry A. Pazdyka, of Chicago,
retired two years ago he joined her at
‘the cornpound where they live com-
fortably in a new home. constructed '

between the old commissary: and the

service statlo%g@

They have researched the hlStory of

the community and their hoine place
and are hopmg the county will declare
all the mining commissaries and
surrounding buildings a landmark to
be noted with a proper marker. At the
present, strip mining is all that is going
on in that section of the county.

’ to Margaret They ‘were

on the track until a

pump car with them .

_y' tore us up good,” he
d with a grimace. ;
duated from the old

have to go two more years. S “y
—TI'll pay,” was his father’ sreply,
Bill has.never regretted followmg
: advxce ‘His: wmgs h‘

have - provrded an excmng, w

paying,
lifestyle.

Adams has piloted Pan Am’s flight

to Copenhagen, then on to Nigeria,

Australia, West Africa and back to the.

United States for over 11 years. He

served in World War I (European and.

and often _hair-raising

Pacific), and participated in the

nfhcts in Korea and Vretnam

' HE WAS INVOLVED in the Be Jin'

Axrhft carrying food, cattle and o

live ammals into West German

was one.of the first to view Auschwitz
at the close of the war and his pictures

“were so horrific in content they were

confiscated by the State Department
and to his knowledge have never been
shown.

Stationed later in the South- Paclﬁc, L
he was involved in flying, piece by

piece, the atomic bomb to be assem-
bled at the a:rbase on the lsland where



5

lséf we're about to' blow up the

dams didr’t know what he was

rring to, but three days later he

i flying . over Nagasaki ang

ishima takin pictures ... which

e Department. The sight of such
h and destruction has remained
Adams all his life,

S WENT ON to serve as a test pilot
iring the Korear, 2onflict flew the
ed ‘“‘Black Widow Spider,”’

ecessor ‘to the {j2 plane ‘and

ved the field over Red China.” He

Bill Adams points to father’s nameon old employee roster outside of Acmar
that even today,
wed’ in the same
altitudes of 40,000
literally plow the
pho,tographing
film, making
ers in the sky,
ws his field. All
ediately to the

wéni on the explain
feet or mor,

turns at corn
much as a farmer plo

- film was shipped
State Department.
“It was so cold up
hours, we had to
cockpits in a sittip
massaged by
use of our lim
coldest -place in the

re after several

China has to be the
world,” Adams

Adams was the test pilot for the

- : R

mining ¢Qnim188#ry-_> [H8

Navy’s «

Sea Dart,” an_airplane

constructed to take off from a sub-

‘marine, fsdmething’m; along a VTA.
pattern (vertical take off). The plane
worked well but was never built,

“His plane has been shot out from
under him three times, and back then.
there were no buttons to press for
automatic ejection, he simply rolled
his plane over, unfastened his belt and
dropped. A

Landing in the Pacific Ocean once,
he was not retrieved for 11days and his
barents were notified of his death and
received his $10,000 life [insurance
benefits. When he Wwas picked .up and
taken to Australia, he called home, (f)




eagle and 1 want! , Bill Adarns likes to talk of the old
“crawfish 1 could — swallow up all the ~daysat Acmar. As he walks over the
little fellows, and 1 did.” Although he area, mernoriesreturn of his childhood
was no little fellow, he too was ~when he rode the trains with his daddy,
. swallowed up by TCI in 1892, along “hauling miners. on their shifts, and
r 8 companies in 3 buyinghisoveralls at the commissary.

On cold mornings,. the young boys

jus

jo_uor

S1quis . :

~ Aepsan, . B
j0. soqm
oym ‘n.

g DeBardeleben Mining Company. The By lumps +f ‘coal from the A
outside of the building is‘ “kaéd m, B pines. (f) ‘ \ |
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The service's‘tatio‘n'at Acmar
village served miners and the
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