_ MAYS EEND-AND FAMILY

In thinking of Mays Bend and Family, it is necessary to thznk
back before the Amérizan Revolution into Indlan t:meau

xhe;e are a numher of stories as to the crigin. mf the
American Indians. Some believe they came from Asias crossed
the Bering Strait intoc Alaska, came down the Pacific Coast
and across the country. Others believe they came from ’
Mexico: crossed the Gulf of Mexice into Alabama and'the
Scutheast. . o ) e o

The Mushkogee was the largest tr1be in the Southeast. From c
them came.the Creek( Chicksaw, Choctaw and Semincle ftribes.
*ThHe Creekss who recelved their nd&me (Creek) after settling ;
inte communities forming v1llages on the st}eams. Tived in - i
‘this area mf A}abama.' .

The fl}St whltp men came frnm Spaln ca 15 S40.
Time passed and thern came the_Amer;can Revolutidh.-_ﬁfher theg -
colenies got their independence froem England in 177&. _
everything began o wake up. - . : . - -
in 18091 the Federal Government made the Lou151ana puxuhase

and within it, the Alabama Terrltory Wwas formed and named for

the Alabamc Indians. : g

In 1817~ 8t. Clalr Launty was formed as the caunty w1th1n the
Tarritory: twe years before Alabami became a State (1819).

After the State. was formeds St..CLair became a county within

the state and it is & county Lwe years older: than the state.

~ ARlong With these changes: more and more white men were
coming. © At First.. the lﬂdldﬁs were awed and thought. they
ware great white Godss but as more .came and took over thc1r‘
landss frouble developed (ntil we had the massacre of Ft.

Mlms, south of &tu Clair Caunty. One hundfed white men were
Llllnd, , o ) o . o
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This uegan theiﬁaeék Indian War of 1812. Andrew Jaék_an:'a- ' -
red"headed,. hot. headed individual, so they say, was cennected '

with the military and was ordered 4o . Torm an army.s gm dawn
Soitth and wipe out the Indiang. e '

He came from Tennassee with 3. 000 men and supplies. They
cressed intoe. Alabama at Fit. DEPDSlt and marched. due scuth )
taking the shortest route which brought them 1nt0 St. Clair -
Lounty and onte the banks-of the Ccosa River -near the present - ;
day Ragland. Headquarters were. set up and from here he drew - B
supplies and meh fér his needs during the time he was in the.
Boutheast., This included the Battle of Horse Shoe Bend which.
broke the back of the Indlan% and forced them . to go west of
the Mississippi RIVEI to live. Their march became Known as
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i history. By ig20,
N and the Indiars having.
wers more and more white

mers came.

Amcng the pioneer settlers wag Mar ﬁiilaryanﬁ from North - .
Carolina, and his young wife, Anna Bivil Fipkin. . They settled
on the Coosa River in Mays Bend o7 Zoday. B s

Marshall got a .land grant from the ﬁnited'Sta£es Government.

The early settlers had ‘enly that which they Brﬁughtﬁwith

them. They settled at times with little more thah a roof

over their heads and..began work on materials for their. - . -
' permanenﬁyhnmés. -Witth the tpdls,thay brought, cut trees from
}the woads and pl&ﬂadlthem,into'lcgs and even‘m&de their own

square head nmails., . . T S : -

ﬂt'times,;it_tonk-a YEa¥Y or mére to get the materials
‘tegether. We don®t. know how long it took Marshall Bryant,
but his first house burned, after which he. began hig. | ;
Permanent home (house). It wad logs with twe big rooms -« .
across the fronmt with a dog trot between. There was one room
to the rear, with .a room above as the upstairs. The Kitchen
Was .a separate log reom in the reav, away' from the house.
This was the custom due to fire andxsince,¢ooking was dpne on.
the fireplace. as time'pasgedi.they.aﬁded‘tm-the log house
and built with lumber a more medern one. "Not -the square
colonial type‘with_Gothic columns, but a pretty nice house
for the times.: Thefe_wete double frant doors sSurrounded by
glags, a big porch with small columns, etc. Time passed and
finally all the .lag part was ‘torn aways and, as more,time
passed, tha remaining Part served as a tenant. house. '
Marshall and Anma §. Bryant had”five'children;”‘Tbree boysg
and two’'girls. When the boys were 18 - p3 years, oldy they .
developed preumcnia while hunting.. Twe died sSonearly at the
same time they Were put inte one big coffin, no.doubt a home~
made wooden ané{' Before they were buried, the third one. died
and he was put. into a_gihgleftoffih,and-all Buried in one big
grave. They are in the Mays Band graveyard. . o : :

Their_mgthér drieved sovdeeplyldvefvtheir-deathsgh
after a.few menths. Marshall Bryantvpfather)
/Bar lenger. This left only the two

-she died. .
lived only ene
girls and one becameﬂmy
Jrandmother, Mary Dickson Bryant. She married Larkin Leslie
wd had one child, Larkin, Jr. ~ .. | _ o

Yy this time, the Civil War was being fought and mast men

‘ere away fighting. A colored woman, whose name was,Beaver,-
'ith her baby, moved inte the house. with my grandmother and
hey held things together .until the end of the war . The .
eavers fam;ly and our family have workedq together over tha
ears. 'Billy-Beaygrs was rear hiSRQch;birthday when he died
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in 1984. Rill McAfee, whose mother {Aunt Cindy) was a
Beavers, died‘in'lqes; ) ST . -
 ahort1y after the war;, Edward Rutherford Buchanan married
intae the Fam11y. He had just returned from the war and had a
.élxght ‘wound fram which he never fully recnvered.‘

These the \econstructlon days, were. ve1y rought tlmes far
all. BSc many men Pllled during the war or were waunded
Confederate money was no géod, etc, etc. - :

Edwa\d RUthEfoFd Buchanan must ‘have ‘beeria vaxal Scotsman_
because there have been lets of ‘yarns told about ‘him. After
s his wife died.  the children would ask him for somethlng ‘they
.wanted. He would say "Now, Bettie (or’ Dixie), go almng “and

wait twoe wedks. If you still waht, come back and we’ll get

it." He saved a lot of mdney.

‘He and his wife had six children, two boys and four’ glrls.
The boys died young, one (Foirney) when six years old and the
other (Bruce) at eighteen. At the time of his. deaths his o
trunk was packed to go. to Atlanta to study medicine. 1~ -i;'
thought this was a made—up yarn until I remembered they were
still weaving cloth at hoeme even though by now. some yard
goods could be baught in the dry good stores. Sheetsy pillow
cases; cuwrtains: etc. were made at home, as well as all. ‘
‘wearing apparel. There were dress makers who came and lived
with family until new cutfits were prov1ded.- So, with this
set up, EBruce’s mother may have been working for monmths ta .
get clothing and things made and putting them intce his trunks
for him to take to Atlanta to study medicine. Shoes were
often made at home, alsc. The shoe maker would come-and stay .
urtil all had a pair of new shoes. For the'child\en,'théy
added a raw egg so when they walked the shoes squeaked and'
"all would know they had new shoes. :

The fTour Buchanan glxls, Flara Dickscen (Dixie). Mary
Eilizabeth (Bettie), Emma Cornelia and Martha Armindw

(Minnie) s gréw up and were sent away to school. This enabled'j

them te make contacts and friends. Even thoughs by taday’s
standard, this area was still wildérness. There was no .
Bzrmanham- no Fell City and the reszdents of Eden went to
the little post office in Cropwell to get their mail. There-
‘was a train which stopped at Seddon and ‘the girls. would hxtch
the herses to the carriage and go to Sedden to meet .- their. :
guests. They seemed to have" a pxetty good tlme af 1t.

Huge Black, whit became a Justice in the’ Un1ted States Supreme.
Court, grew up in Clay Counfy arnd was Aunt Bettie's beau. .-
The E. Es Forbes Fianc Company is still in business in
Eirmingham.  Eu E._(Ernest) was Dixie’s beau. e
Dug tc the 1ac$ of men in the famzlv for four generatlons,_
the husband of- the mldest girl toock over the management, and
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for this Yeason, on the markérs~iﬁ the graveyvard are the
names Mays, Buchanapf,LesiiE@“Brygnt. R T

In 1892, James Campbell Mays ma&rried Flora Dickson (Dixie) -
Buchanan. 1In 1902, after buying the . property of - the other .
heirs, he assumed thE'fesponsibility{- There were, five = -
childredtinjthis Tamily: ' ' N :

DiQie"Euéhanan T igo3 - 1948 .

Mary Edward ;- . | 1898 ~. 1900
 Mary Arminda; . - ’ 1903 coL
James Campbelil, Jre” : 1905 ~ 1949

Johr Edward : L1910 ~ 1g9gs . -
© Scme years were éooéfandlsomélwehe tough.

James C. Mays went to Memphis tc buy mules, had abbgt a0 -
tenant houses and;. in the Spring, bought-fertilizar by the
tarlead. But theréAWE%e,bag years alsg. Sometimes,  the
Coosa River overflowed its hanks and washed away 200 qr more.
acres of corn. The ﬁép%éssion”of 1920 and the big depression’ -
of 1983 affected everyone, On top of this, the boll weevil. t
brought great distreéss 4 cotton growers, ' o

James Camphbel] Mays died in 1933 and we carrvied on thraugh
the good and the bad. . At the time «f his death, it seemed
befitting ta ask the colbred men: from tHe Bend to be his y
Pallbearers.. Siyx o eight were asked to come, but an the -
merning of hisg furneal, ‘thirteen, a1y in clean overalls,
showed yp and ‘said. "I want tq help." This was the perfect °
eulegy for one who had helped sc many. ' .

Coa

My mother (Dikie) remembered'hearihg from the time she . was a
small girl as to,the.smvernmant building dams on ﬁhe'Coosa,'
River and every few Years a Corps mf-Enginéets came and - o
surveyed. but nathing developed. ' -

There was a Federal law which stated all water ways must
be developed by the Federal Government, but in 1934 the |
United Btates Congréss-pasSed"a law which stéted‘pfiyate'_ .
industry could develop water ways. The élabama Fower Company
came forward and said: "Let ‘Us build the dams’ which the '
Boverrment has talked abaut for more than one hundred'years.“
This kind eF talk centined for savera) years. o '
In his will, James C. Mays named James C, Jr. as hisz '

Administrator. He was living in Chicage at the time but came
back and assuméd'thE‘respmnsibility. ,By'this’time, the’ CL
:gtﬁnn:market bhad fallen<unti1jchttmn sold for fiVé'centélpéh
ound.  Most tenant farmers had left tq find- jobs at publiye
orks, many-g&iﬁg_?o Clavelahdnthim @r Detroit, Mighigan.



Farming, which had depended greatly on growzng cotton'gnd
coriis hbad become a venturesome bu51ness. Jlm (James (. Mays ,
Jr.) concentrated: on turning “Farm flelds into pasture’ lands
for cattle and, through thé United States Forestry, :
Department, planted sevewal thousand’ plne seedllngs.' .

The dam was rompleted and Lake Logan Martxn fmlmed 1n 19c4

ngmtlatxmns were begun wlth Reese~K1ng for developzng Mayg
Bend. This teck time and much p1ann1ng, but in 1964 the
flyst lat was. scld. .

1

True ta the past. boys have still been scarce in- the famlly .
and for the riext geﬁerat*on ‘there are ncne. ) : '

“

Dixie had one girl . . - . Dixie-Ann
Jim had twe glzls = Derathy Ropér

. Jamye Campbell | ,
Jahn had th;ee glrls - Mary. Buchanan) thns‘

- Clara Hackney) D o
Martha Turbylel _ S

All are married and scattered.cver several states. - . ’

1. .They settled and owned the same 1and for 14 years,
and there was never a mor-tgage signed agalnst 1t,

2. Throughout the yaaqu they emphasized. educat:an and
all Chl]d)Eﬂ were sent away to school.

I hope thls helps answer in part soame of the qUestions'which
Tome my way. S - ’

CMary Qrm1nda Mays R
2 Julyy 1986 » L
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More ssm ¥eTe icéljsd An the U.8, Givil Her than i.m all of tha ?@z’s mﬁlving
%h@ U8, from %he Ra?@lution&ry Har te the KBTGEB’EQTQ iaalnaiwaq, ;4: ~~,4
Just fer ’t& sisge of Vie}zs R m.saauri furniskad thirty—ams regmante;
ta@m@ﬁ&weih@-ﬁ§sﬁaﬂﬁzaademmaﬂemnfbr'un Confadsracy.



