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By BILL OBERST

‘ BELL CITY, Ala. (1 — “My

threatened, my

me.

deals. I sold the land, I gave
my word. No matter what the
pressure, I won’t back down.”

That is Ray Wyatt, 41. He
wears bow ties and smokes ci-
gars. He says when he makes
a business deal he sticks to it.

Wyatt’s life has changed
since  he sold nearly 1,000
acres of land :to Black Mus-
lims, who say they will farm
the acreage and sell the pro-
duce in Northern cities.

Residents of Pell City, about
30 miles east of Birmingham,

have made no bones about
their: resentment of: |

state authorities have arres ed

«But T don't make baby

and.

Wyatt said the Muslims will

employ nearly 200 local per-

sons in their farming opera-

fons; P ckmg plantaind: cans:

3
nery. “If the venture proves
successtul, it may draw other
mdustx y.

“Some of: the finest people

‘in America live in Pell City

and St. Clair County. I think
they will welcome an opportu-
nity to work in the new indus-
try even if it is operated by
Negroes,”’ said Wyatt.

But in the meantime,
Wyatt’s life is in turmoil.

HE CONDUCTS husiness in
a housetraller next to the
building which until last

month housed a new car show-

room, a parts department and
a repair and body shop.

~._ One night the place caught

ﬁre. :

Da_mage was estimated at
$200,000. and Wyalt says he

- was covered by insurance for

;mlv $l€}0 0()0.‘

WYATT SAID he has no def-
inite plans to rebuild the deal-
ership hut that he will eon-
tinue in some sort of business
in Pell City. “I've lived in St.
Clair County all my life and
don’t intend to move,” he de-
clared.

On Dec. 4, Wyatt a former
state senator, was arrested for
the first time in hislife asa
result of the land sale.

He was charged with repre-
senting an out-of-state corpo-
ration that was doing business
in Alabama without a license.

The land sold by Wyatt was
was because the county (St.
purchased by  Progressive

..Land. Developers:Corp., which



By BILL OBERST
BELL CITY, Ala. m— “My
life has_beekn threatened, my

 state authorities have artestéd

me.

my word. No matter what the
pressure, I won’t back down.”

That is Ray Wyatt, 41. He "
wears bow ties ard smokes ci- - -

gars. He says when he makes
a business deal he sticks to it.

Wyatt’s life has changed
since he sold nearly 1,000
acres ‘of land to Black Mus-
lims, who say they will farm
* the acreage and sell the pro-
duce in Northern cmes

Residents of Pell City, about
30 miles east of Birmingham,
have made no bones about
- their resentment  of the land
sale ‘made last November and
have held heated gatherings in
an effort to thwart the deal.

WYATT CLAIMS his main
reason for selling the land to
the black group — 500 acres 10
miles south of here and. 376
acres 12 miles to the north —

Clair) desperately needs in-
dustry. He said most of the
county’s population now travel
to- Birmingham, the steel cen-
ter of Alabama, and Anmston
for jobs,

«But T don’t make baby
deals. I sold the land, I gave

Wyatt saxd the: Mushms will

' employ nearly 200 local per-

ons. in their farming opera-
 packing- plant-and -can-

k nery 1 the venture proves
 successful, it may draw other
: mdustry

~ “Scme of the finest people

~in: America: live in- Pell. City

and St. Clair County. I think

~they will welcome an opportu-

nity to work in the new indus-
try even if it is operated by
Negroes,” said Wyatt.

But in the meantime,
Wyatt’s life is in turmoil.

HE CONDUCTS business in
a ‘housetrailer ‘next io the
building which until last

month housed-a new.car show-

room, a parts department and
a repair -and body shop.

One night the place caught
fire. k

“A state fire marshal told
me there was nothing to indi-
cate arson. He said he felt it
was just an unfortunate thing
at an unfortunate time,” said
Wyatt.

“I've never investigated a
fire,” Wyatt said, “so I'll just
have o take the marshal’s
word for it.”

He adds, however, “Ihave
no opinion except that it is
only human to be suspicious.”

Darhagé was estimated at

$200,000 and Wyalt. says he

was covered by insurance for

qn]y $100,000.

WYATT SAID he has no def-
inite  plans to rebuild the deal-
ership but that he will con-
tinue “in ‘some sort of business
in-Pell City. “T've lived in 8.

RAY

Clair County all my lifeand

don’t intend to move,” he de-
clared.

On Dec. 4, Wyatt, a former
state senator, was arrested for
the first time in hislifeasa
result of the land sale.

He was charged with repre-
senting -an out-of-state corpo-
ration that was doing business
in'Alabama without a license.

The land sold by Wyatt was
was because the county (Sf.
purchased = by Progressive
Land Developers Corp., which
is confrolled by the Muslims
but not licensed in Alabama.

AUTHORITIES charge that

Wyatt is a representative'~of
the’ company. His case was to

have been heard Jan. 6 in

lower court in the St. Clair
County seat of ‘Ashville, but

~has -been postponed indefi-

nitely.

He is currently free under
$500 bond. 7

-Wyatt says his brot*her, Wal-



THRUSDAY NOV. 20th, 1969

Threats on lives and property, acid damage to a dozen
or more new auto’s and high tension that seems to get
‘hotter’ by the hour has been uppermost on the minds
of the people of St. Clair County during the past two

weeks.

The tension started to grow
in the county when a report wag
made public alleging that Ray
Wyatt, Pell City new car dea-
ler, and- Dr.” Robert McClung,
Pell City dentist, had soldtracts
of land in the county that
amount to about 800 acres fo
Progressive Land Developers, an
organization which is said to be
a front for the Black Muslims.

The Muslims expect to build
an agricultural business in St.
Clair County which is expected
to include a beef packing plant.
Wyatt who formerly represented
St. Clair and Etowah counties
in the state senate, said the
land will be used to fatten cat-
tle in an operation planned along
the same lines as broiler chick-
en operations. He said the or-
ganization would furnish cattle

;“and feed to farmers in the ares,

a Muslim official.

Meantime John Golden who
lives near the ‘Boss Wilkins'
property’ which was bought- by
Wyatt and McClung and sold to
the organization, said he had-
ar: option to buy the Wilkins pro-
perty when it was sold to the -
local combine. Golden said his
option did not expire until March
of next year. Golden said he
had employed a lawyer and
this peint, the actual ownership’
would be decided in court.

the farmers to get a share of

the ‘profits in return for furnish-
ing_ the stock and caring for
them,

Walter E. Turner who says he

is a public relations representa-
tive of the Muslims, said more
than 800 acres of land had been
bought from Ray Wyalt. Turner
gaid the Muslims expected to
start a $2.5 million business on
the site.

Wyatl and McClung were es-
corted home last week from a
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tel.. Jefferson -county  sheriff's
office -reported they had been
contacted by the FBI .in Birm-
ingham and asked to escort
Wyait and -McClung: back: to
their. homes. ‘They were -escort-
ed to the St. Clair county line
by Jefferson county. - officers
from where they were escoijted
home by St. Clair officers. ‘The
FBIsaid they had had a re-
port that Wyatl’s life--was in
danger. o
. The story was broken open by
Wallace Wyatt, brother of Ray
Wyatt at a church “meeting
when Wallace said. his brother
had sold out to the-Black Mus-
lims. Since then Wallace Wyalt
has spent considerable time in
hunting evidence to prove-that
his brother has sold county pro-
perty to the Muslim organiza-
tion. Among other things Wal-
lace has produced warranty deed
of three different pieces of pro-
perty which he said Ray had
sold to Progressive Land Deve-
lopers, an organization which
Wallace Wyatt said is owned by
the Musiims.

About one dozen new cars in
the Ray Wyatlt Ford lot were
damaged early on  Tuesday
night. So far as is known no ar-
rests have been made.

Wyatt denied any intention to
do any ‘harm to the county, on
‘the cther hand believes that the
sales will eventually he of a
vast benefit to the economy and
business of the county. “We
have broken no laws,” Wyatt
“said, “and we don’t intend to
do so and we certainly will not
encourage anyone else fo do
s0. This operation will eventual-
Jv be a {iremendous boost {o
the county and the entire area.”

Wyatt said when he sold the
land to Progressive Land Deve-
lopers, he had no idea who back-
ed the organization. He said he
did not know it was Muslim
backed at the time. This state-
ment was confirmed by Turner,
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first land last May from
Wyatt, who is white, and was,

' ,Robert McCIung, a Pell Clty

“about 500 acres in the south-

.almost two!weeks. .
: Sunoundmg Wyatt’s ktro

bles . is .a current air.
discontent in St. Cla
~— a county ithat
county seat between
and Pell City — a
that some resident:

“I've been in
49 years,” sal

they were doing business in
the state of Alabama ﬂlegally
because they. were a foreign

Land Developers e

Bought First Land |

The “Muslims bought their

do business in the state.
L. P. Waid, district attorney
in St. Clair and Blount count-

- retained an-attorney. yet and.
¢ didn’t want to-hurt his defense
*in the matter.

BIRMINGHAM POST HERALD-—-—Frlday, November 28

a state senator for four years  Ashville.
during - the John Patterson»

- fadmlnlstratlon, and -Dr..

- after it bought ‘three parcels
ern part of . the county at” of-land and a truck:
P auctlon for 368, 646 40 and sold:
‘\‘ S~ matter with the Alabama
" torney
* Montgomery but said he filéd.
«the $uits on his own volition.

- has

‘ latter was signed
) actmg as:.agen

~“corporation ‘not authorized 1o -

. citizens has organized and
vowed to stop the Mushms
from moving into Alabama,

1969

ies, said he filed three of the
suits in Pell: City. and onein:

b

Suits. Ask $7 000

-while not authonzed to do so,

[3

‘Waid: said he discussed ‘the

general’s - office - in

- “Waid - said ‘the co;poratxon’
30 .days in. which to
answer to the suits.and then'a . ®

‘hearing ‘date will be set.
' Earlier  this  week, Dr,
McClung. was  arrested and
charged  with ‘acting as-an-
agent for a foreign corpora-“
tion. 0 ‘
Authormes said ~ McClung
was arrested on ‘a wamant
signed by John Golden a
farmer who ‘had- been operat-,
ing on part of the land sold‘ to
Land ers.

Dawson Ga Jlmmy Holmes, o
when he went to plow part
the" Black Muslim land,
charged thh ’uespassmg and
failure  to reoxster with: the.:
pohce authormes as a Bla‘ck
Muslim as 1equ1red by Al
bama law, accmdmg to Waid:
" His bond was set at $300 on.
the - tmspassmg “charge and -
?10,000 on the failure to regis-:
tercharge: Ray Wyatt posted
bond on hoth counts T

‘Not A Black Musl:m .

Wyatt indicated that Holmes 0
had told him he was not a U
‘Black Muslim befme he sxgn-~ d
oooed the bond. ‘ Sl s

- ] was born and 1alsed in_ o
St Clair: County, said’ the ir
;{ ‘41‘year-old Wyatt “and L 5
 ‘haye always tried to be &n ...
‘asset”to my community. I am
very sorry ‘this thing " has
developed, but 1 do feel like
~thaton- comp’letmn of this
project the people will like
e ¢ ;

- "Labt Wednesdav

is

cClung said that he didn’t
ant fo comment dlrectlv on
ie matter because he hasn’t

A group of St. Clair’ County

allace Wyatt, Ray Wyatts )
lI:»rothel is ‘one of the leaders |
of the “Stop The Mushms”

Goldeni the Rev. F R. Mayo

and the: Rev J. H. Bishop:
The group met with about

2000 mterested cmzens last
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RAY W° ATT

Dawson, ‘Ga., Jimmy Holmes
when he went 1o plow par( :
the Black MuSlim 1and

charged with tr espassmg an_
failure to register with the
police authorities as a Bla
Muslim  as 1equ;recl by

bama law, ac rding to Waid. -

lims. chartered an almlane
ﬂew 40 Alabama resi-
~ dents: to thexr opexatlon m

and -

His bond was set at $300 on & ¢

the. trespasamg _Charge ‘and

$10,000 on the failure to regis-.
- ter charge.. Ray Wyatt posted

bond on hoth counts \L\

Not A Black Mushm;

Wyatt indicated that Holmes

had told him. he was not a v

Black Muslim be;fme he sign-

- ed the bond.

“1"was" born and 1a1:>ed in
St. - Clair: County, . sald the
41-year-old  Wyatt, “and. I
have always “tried to ‘be “an
asset to my commumty I'am
very sorry.: this thmg ‘has
developed, but 1 do feel: like
that-“on- complet!on of " this

project -the people wﬂl hke

- t):‘
Ldst Wedncgdav, the M!}fa-

farms.
hxle a gleat

. t6 ‘; 311ip
e would be

ager for the 1
rmingham na- ..

P10g10551ve Land Developers'
“for six months and’is serving:
as. farm -director for both the
~.-Alabama operatmn and ~a'l

‘,snmlar one a Dawson, Ga ;;

Clair’ County’

Uploceedmcr iha lecal manner ,
: time - will - tell - the
 outcome of “the “situation.

i Advertisement.

continue
rvamze -the”

numer of

last: ccouple of ‘weeks; "he had
recelved numerous— death
threats, most of which came
by anonymous -telephone cal-
lers.’

He said that several days
ago, someone threw acid on 12
new ‘cars located on the lot at
His automobile dealership .and
that three days after the acid
incident, - someone . shot - six
cows on the caiﬂe iarm

A 34-year-old - Negro from
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2 arrested in Muslim land sale

ASHVILLE
"IWO n\mx}c persons  have
been. arrested and freed on

bond in' connection with a
land 'sale ‘to the Black Mus-
lims for farming operations in
St. Clair County.

Suerifl Joel Wood said Ray
Wyall, a Pell City aunto deal-
er, and John Hemry Davis, an
Etowah County school teach-
er. were arrested Thursday
night on charges of represent-

* similar

ing an out-of-state corporation”
doing husiness in Alabama
withont u license.

Wood said both were releag-
ed under $500 bond.

Dr. Robert McChing, a Peil
City dentist, was arrested on
charges “earlier and
released on $1.000 bond. He
has since resigned as secre-
tary of Progressive Land
Development Corp.

WOOD SAID Davis wag

“arrested ot Ueashing ¢hecks
on -the  Progressive. Land
Developers Corp., which he
sald . is controlled by the
Muslims but not licensed in
Alabama,

Wyati, who has sold nearly
1,000 acres in $t. Clair County
to the Muslims, was named a

representative of the compa-

ny. .
—Associated Press

e s e R PETS Ttmetb mes



to @my mﬁa
ASHVILLE
An “estimated  3,000. white

persons gathered Friday night

to show . their displeasure over’

plans. of Black Muslims id
begin farming operations near
~Ashville and were cautioned
to-work within the ‘law,
‘Edwin  Strickland, a  staff
director of the state’s legisla-
tive: Commission "fo Preserve
Peace, complimented the peo-
ple:“for. your calm, unemo-
tional - approach. - to . the
problems so far. I know you
will- continge to work within

the framework of the law.” -

: The commission; ‘a- creatmn
: Of the state Legislature, oper-

ates ‘on its $46,000 appropria-

f'_tlon and Strickland told the
group that its. function . is
u Amerlcan activities investi-
. gatmns

HE SAID THE Black Mus-
\“declale themselves to
:your _enemy, Their aim is
v foverthrow society. as it 'is

~~-jpresently constxtuted They’re

~ dedicated to black dommatlon ,

m all respects.”
Strickland said the Muslims
: ‘dé hot hesitate to use white
‘people for their purposes “but
theéy.say-he’s a devil ‘whose
power and world must be
‘destroyed: They don’t respect
soure flag -and they - support
Commumst 1)Oblt101]b in many
ways while they ‘regard Chris-
“tianity as the enemy:? .
/The - Muslims - and . Islam
secls have recently purchased
‘almost 1,000 acres in St. Clair

County which they say will he

used in farming operations {o
provide emplovment for
" blacks ‘and to provide.food at
. Jower ~prices. for Muslim
fsunes in large cities.

The land  was pmchased

‘from Ray: Wyatt of Pell City.
Dist.-Ally. L. P. Wald, who
edzhel thls week filed legal
action against the sect, told
the ~crowd at -Ashville High
School “that the suils were
“like shooting a needle inlo
“ihe side of an elephant "

“PHE FOUR SUITS asked
that the. Mustims be penalized
$1,000. for each of four trans-
’Mmm on grounds the deals
were made for  a  foreign

Eﬁw

“corporation not licensed under

state law. No date has been
set. for a hearing. .
The pastor of a missionary
Baptist church; the Rev, J. H.
Bishop, told the gathering
that " although the Muslims -
want to  buy the church
property. which is adjacent to
their acreage, the property. is ;
not for sale. He said the
Mmhm public relations dlrec~
tor, Walter Turner of Chxcaco
has . offered the church ease-
ments to ils cemetery which
is surrounded by Mushm ¥
property.
The crowd eStimabe was

‘made by hxgh school officials. ;

The auditorium was filled and :

,Ioudspeakers carried the pm~ 3

gram to many others on the ,
outside. o
Pamphlets purporhng to ‘
describe ~Muslim. policy . and
beliefs ‘were distributed, with
requests made for donatmns
to {inance legal actmns agamst :
the sect. . :

WYATT SAID ‘IN an mter—
view later: “I.love ,people of
all-races- and all ‘religions.”
Be said that the people of this
area.. would accept . the -
presence of the group if they
could realize what they really
stand " for - — ' *segregation,
hard work, no_ drinking, “no:.
smoking -and no mtelest in
white women.”

However,  Wyail's older
brother, Wallace Wyall,- said
he believes the Muﬂhm opera-;
tion ‘would start as a legiti-

‘mate business but would later
‘blmg in many mxht‘mt people

RAY WYATT. SAID, “Wal-

lace i a complete right wing-.

er and always has been, P'm a
moderate and have friends in
all races although personally
I'm a segregationist.” ;
He ig 41 and Wallace is 46.
—Associated Press
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éy Aﬁnmey Gené}d‘l's | Ofﬁce
slack Muslim

tion attempting to buy land in

MONTGOMERY (UPI)" —
The Alabama attorney gener-
al's office here has announced
plans to begin legal procead.
ings Dec. 12 against members

of a Black Muslim organiza-

St. Clair County.

'Attorney General MacDo:
nald: Gallion said six warrants

had been issued against Mus- .

«Hms on charges of trespass,
failing to register with the
state ag members of the
Muslim organization and fail-
ing to register as a corpora-
tion to transact businessin
Alabama, .

Gallion said one of his
assistan's, George Hodges Jr.,
would aid St. Clair District
Attorney
cution of the cases.

The attorney general also
issued a “public warning”’ for
citizens to he careful of sel-

i Jing land to Muslims who

Uits

L. P. Waid in prose.

lanned

“‘engage in every type “of
subversive activity.”
. He 'said the alms of the
‘black - separatist organization
“are sifilar in every respect
to_the -Communists.”. He said
the ‘farm land being purchas-
ed by the Muslims “can easily
be ‘used for ‘storage of weap-
ons and training ‘ip guerilla
warfare”

Gov.. Albert Brewer said. at
2 °news —conference ‘lagt week
Ahis -administratjon was oppos-
ed to the land sales to “the
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AtmmeY Gene fal' warns: |

Be Careful

who you sell your land to”

Alabama Attorney Genera]
MacDonald - Gallion today issued
a public warning ‘to the people
to be carerful in se]lmg tracts
of land to suspicious purchasers.

Gallion - said that the Black
' Muslims have heen purchasing

land in Alabama and have pro- |

mised that they will own at least
100000 acres in Alabama in one
years ‘time- Gallion cited recent
controvers;al land ‘purchases in
St. Clan' County by the” Muslims
in"his: warmng

Since the first sale i in that coun-
ty became known to the Attor-
ney General, he has had an As-
sistant Attorney General assign-
ed to investigate the purchases
and then assist the local District
Attorney in legal proceedings  a-
rising out of the sale. Gallion
said that 6 warrants of arrest
have already been issued in St.

Clair - County - since ‘the  investi-

gation began. ,
Assistant.  Attorney. - General

trict” Attorney L. P Waid in
prosecuting - certain  -Muslims,
starting December 12th, on cases
of trespass, failing to register
with the -state -as members of
the. Muslim' organization - and
failing to register as a corpora-
tion to transact business in Ala-
bama.

“Gallion said th aims of the
Muslim natien are simisr in
every respect to the aims of the
communisis: He “said while ihe
Muslims appear: on the surface
to run légal businesses, they in
fact engage in every type sub-
versive ‘activity.” He pointed out
that the so-called farms can eas-
ily be used for storage of wea-
pons ‘and training ‘in  guerrilla
warfare. The Attorney ~ General
asks that any citizen who is ap-
proached in-a suspicious manner
or offered ‘much more than the
market value for farm land, shou-
1d contact his office. He said the
Muslims are usmg innocent peo-

~ple-as “fmnts” for their land pur-

Hodges, Jr. will be assisting Dis-

‘VA RIS

tchases and he said that he . un-
derstands that the Muslims al-
ready have - several options to
purchase land in several “other
icounties of the State. His office
is presently investigating those
transact‘ons

. e e e s ———
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BY DALE McFEATTERS.. will apply for federal assmt—

P-H Washington = Correspond-
ent

WASHINGTON. — The resi-
dents of St. Clair County, who
so actively resent -a Black
Muslm ranch in thelr mxdst

Rep. Blﬂ Nlchols :
Nichols, a Democ at shares
his -constituents dislike of the
black nationalist sect. owning
property- in Ashville and Pell
City. “Make sure you write
that I'm-against it,” he said.
But, Nichols finds that
there’s not much he can do
except lend moral support,
However, he promised - to
try to block any federal as-
sistance the Muslims might
seek.
“What they (ihe - anti-Mus-
“lim forces) are afraid of, and
s0 am -I, is  the distinct

possibility, and maybe proba-

bility, that they (the Muslims)

kAdmmlstratlon) s

‘as a group

ance — the OEO (Office of

Economic  Opportunity), the
EDA (Economic Development
Appalachia
(the Appalachian = Regional
Commission) — to expand this
thing,” he said.

Would Ask Investigation

“If they (Muslims) apply

for it, our. office would defi-
nitely .appear on the horizon
and ask the agency if these
people have been - thoroughly
investigated,” he said.
. Nichols said he learned with
surprise that the Black Mus-
lims, who neither drink nor
smoke, were not on the attor-
ney general’s list of subver-
sive. organizations.

However, he did look up
some testimony by FBI Direc-
tor J. Edgar Hoover in which
Hoover described the Muslims
“which teaches
violent hatred of the white
race and non-allegiance to the
United States” and *‘continues
to be the largest black ex-
tremist group in the couniry.”

Seems Slim

Nichols said that the possi-
bility of the Muslims applying
for federal aid seemed slim
since he had heard that the
sect had enough funds of its
own to finance expansion.

So  fierce ‘is “the hate,
Nichols said, that the people
of his district have ‘confused
the Muslims with ‘the gun-
bearing Black Panthers “m a
blanket indictment.”

The - ‘congressman’  himself
described the Muslims as “vi-
cious, mean, ‘and militant.”

7 7

The Black - Muslim ranch
has recently attracted nation-
wide attention with a front
page story in the Wall Sireet
Journal Tuesday and .another
in the Washington Star on
Sundéy. ‘
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BY FRANK SIKORA

AND THOMAS HILL

News staff ‘writers
PELL CITY

A man who says he’ sa
spokesman for the Black Mus-
lims said the orgamzatlon will
erect a $2.5 business-agricul-
ture - complex in' St. Clair
County on land sold them by a
former state senator.

Walter ‘E. Turner, in mak-
ing the statement, said he is a
public relations representative
of the Muslims. The purchase
of the land, totalling more

“than 800 -acres, was -made

from Ray Wyatt, one time
state senator and now a car
dealer in Pell -City.

The ' announcement - came
after weeks of tension in the

county in which reports of the
Muslim move were being
circulated. Tuesday night, 12
cars owned by Wyatt’s firm
were damaged when a white
man threw acid on them.

WYATT SOLD the land,
part of which included his
own farm, to a corporation
known as Progressive Land
Developers, Inc., which Turn-
er says is Muslim-owned. 1t is
registered in Dawson, Ga.,
where . the Muslims have a
farm-industry complex.

Wyatt, who will. manage
part of the operation, said he
did not know who was hehind
the corporation when he made
the sale.

Tuesday night, when the

e .

F @ﬁ 4@&5 BM%NESS @@MPEEX

acid was thrown, threats 1 ,
reportedly made on the lives
of Wyatt, and two other whxte‘
men, Dr. Robert McClung, a
dentist, and R. E, Thompsen,
a businessman, The three
have formed several locdl
corporatxons :

ey 3
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EDWIN STRICKLAND TO BE SPEAKER

In an effort to let the people
of -St. Clair ‘and adjoining coun-
ties know what -the Black Mus:
lim organization is, it’s objecti-
ves and aims, a group of St.
Clair Citizens have formed an
organization, to be known as
RID; the committe to Restore
Integrity . in Development.

To this end the committee will
have as their speaker Fr iday
- night, Ed Strickland of Montgo-
mery, state director of the Ala~
bama Legislative Commission
to Preserve the Peace.. Strick-
land a fomer crack reporter for
Lhe Birmingbam News has been
nvestigating the activities of the
Blac< Muslims and other groups
of the same type, knows this
subject probably better than any
person in Alabama. If you are

interested in knowing more about .

what is going on in St Clair
County and Alabama you are
urged fo attend this meeting.

As a reporter for the Birming-
!

ham News Strickland. broke the -

famous Phoenix City story and
worked on the story until it was
closed.

Strickland  will speak at .7
o’clock Friday night at Ashville
High Scheool. Everyone interest-
in knowing the plans and ob-
declives of the Muslims are ‘in-
vited to attend the meeling,

The RID group in St. Clair
County is at present composed

of Wallace Wyatf, Rev. B R
Maye, Rev. James H. Bishop
and John Golden. This group

helieves that this is one of the
most dangerous situations that

ever faced the people of St

Clair County and are urging the
help of everyone who is against
{he taking over of county pro-
perfy by outside or ganizations
sueh as the Muth:)

7284 20, /?é’?"‘

RID has rented two poétofﬁce

. boxes, one at Ashville and one

at Pell City for the purpose of
seeking help in‘this fight against
the Muslims. PO Box number
at Pell City 116, at Ashville 275.

Eden Methodists
Sponsor Xmas
Bazaar Saturday

The W. S. C.S. of the Eden
United Methodist Church will
have a Christmas Bazaar on
Friday and Saturday, Nevember,
21 and 22.

All kinds' of hand-made gift
items, including Christmas
wreaths and other Christmas de-
cerations, will be on sale, There
will also be homemade candy,
cakes and pies.

The Bazaar will begin at 2:00

p. m. Friday at the church and

will continue “until 9:00 p. m.

On Saturday the remaiging items

‘will be on sale at the Food
center,

Here is a chance for you to
buy some unusual and beautiful

hristmas decoration, and also
to buy some of yowr Christmas
gifts. So come to the Eden Unit-
ed Methodist Church at 2:00 p.
m. Friday. You'll be glad you
came.

e RO



IXIE’S WA'I‘Ei{ WONDERLAND

One of the . largest crowds
ever in St. Clair county gather-
ed at Ashville Friday night to
protest sale of St. Clair land to
a Black Muslim organization.

Number attending was esti-
mated at 3000 or more. :
- Edwin ~ Strickland, = former
newspaper reporter and now
staff director of the State Le-
gislative Committee to preserve
the Peace, was main speaker
at the meeting. The meeting was
organized and planned by a com-

mittee known as RID, Commit-
" tee to Restore Intelligence in
Developement. Wallace Wyatt is
chairman of the committee, Of-

rotests Lan

her members are John Golden,
Rev. E. R. Mayo, and Rev.
James Bishop.

Tension in the county rose to
white-hot pitch last week when
it became known that Ray Wyatt

_Pell City automobile dealer and.

Dr. Robert McClung, Pell City
dentist, had sold over 900 acres

" of-land ‘to_aBlack Muslim: or-

ganization. The . Muslims say
they are buying the land, plan-
ning to establish business that
will be of economic benefit to the
county.

Edwin Strickland whose busi-
ness it is to investigate any and
all subversive organizations in

THURSDAY, NOV. 27, 19868

the state, told the huge gather-
ing that they were right in pro-
testing the Muslims purchase of
land in the county, but caution-
ed -them: *‘to stay within the
law.” He said “the Black Mus-
lims declare themselves to be
your ‘epemy. Their aim is to

Gverthtow society as it is con-

stituted. They are dedicated to
black ‘domination in all res-
pects.” ‘
Meanwhile L. P. Waid, state
district " attorney for St. Clair
and Blount counties filed four
suits against the’ grganization,
asked that the Muslims be fined

L

a total of $1,000 each in four
cases on grounds the deals were
made for a foreign corporation
not licensed under the law.

Dr. Robert McClung who
along with Ray Wyatt bought
and sold the property said he
had resigned “‘as director of all
corporations” and planned to rid
himself of all the stock that he
held as soon as possible. Dr.
McClung was arrested Saturday
and charged with “acting  as
agent for a foreign corporation
not authorized to do business in
Alabama.” Bis appearance bond
was set at $1,000.
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senate nominee, Bobhing and weaving
skilltully, Stevenson avoidedaa-dire :
SWer ffxu,\pér‘ated, Hlinais Secretary of

srany

State Paul Powell, 4 dm\'l:gmﬁ%‘d

power, bluntly demanded €s” or, no.
Stevenson hobled again. Out’ of log'ﬂlty
£ his own Supporters, he said# he wduld
have 1o consult “them hefore making a
commilment,

Trump Card: In the end, it was up to
Daley to cement the marriage. The next
duy he closeted himself for tweo hours
with the party leadership. The shouts
that followed "could he heard outside
the room, Finally Daley pulled out hig
trump card—an opinion poll that nobody
ele in the room even knew existed, It
showed Stevensan running far stronger
than any other potential Democratic can-
didate, With that, Daley had his candi-

date snd Stevenson had his nomination..
For the lutest Steverson from Ilinois,
capturing the nomination marked a Sig-
nificunt  politieal milestone—~one  that
could vault him into national prominence,
As for Dalev, be had little to say. But
the mayor seemed to be living up to the
promise he made at the fa]] picnic in
Libertyville: “In 1970 and 1972 the
Democratic Party iy going to be unijted
as far as I'm concerned.”
® In Ohio, 4 promising politiciay bearing
another celebrated name chose to hreak
with the organization. Ignoring  pleas
that he seek the governorship, Congress-
man Robert Tuft Jr. 52, of Cincirmatj
defied the stale Republican leadership
and opled for the Senate seat now held
by retiving  Democrat Stephen Young,
80. Since GOP Gov. James Rhodes, whe
must give up the Statehonge after two
terms, also has declared for Young’s
seat, Tatt’y challenge means an expen-
paotentially deshructive—pyi.

mary fight.

Ohio Republicans hope the primary

52

Tt ez

'j’h;mksgiving on Alcatraz: After

can be kept as polite
seems Tittle chance of 1 Indecd. Ty
opened hig campaign b caplainin g thay
the state organization b Jhiown Favorjt.
ism b_v .\‘pending $1t050 to publivize
Rhodess denial of Lite mavazine clurres
that the gavernor had uuderworld .
nections. A Rhodes associate countered
by questioning whether Taft's holdings iy
irms doing husiness with the governmoeyt
didn’t constitute conflict of interest,

Just to complicate matters, 4 third
Senatorial hopeful, conservative  Cop;.

gressinan Donald E. {Buz) Lukens, 38,
former head of the Young Republicans,
is  considering making " the primaryv 4
three-way race. In any event, the sy
vivor of the Republican primary is Tikeh
to-face a strong challenge nevt Ny,
ber from the Democratic candidale, prol,.
ably retired astronaut John Glenn.

Uy
twenty turkeys, the peace pipe

INDIANS:
Tribal Rock

In 1621 a small band of hungry whites,

ntruders in a4 yed man’s land, were
provided with comy. fgh and other na-
tive delicacies by the Indian inhahitany
of the territory surrounding the Pileyin
settlement gt Plymouth. Last weck the
white man, i oa modext Wiy, retiirped
the favor, Thye. hundred Indiang whe
had peacelully juvaded (e deserted
prison-island of Alcatray, i Sun Fran-
cisco Bay were tregted to a Thavksgiy-
ing feast of teenly turkeys, cranberyy
sanee. sweet potitoes and cake furnished
by the Bratskellur Restuurant i Sap
Francisco,

The Tndians. whe hailed fron; Sever gl
tribes and were Jod by u 27-vearld
Mohiwk  named Richard Oakes. had
launched their pilgrimage to Alcatyay on
Nov. 9. Invasion of the Rock proved as
€usy as escape from it had once heen
difficuit. Eleven braves und thiee Srawy

possibhle Plhepe

slipped wilione feoy, a
rovsed vichts and )
boy the il Federal govers.
ment - wh abanduned i prison thore
CTORS e et g birren since—for "3
el Laonde g cloth.™
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Robin Johnstone

Ba\ ®yat, farmhand: No beachhead

g complex that could employ
hundred local citizens and hag-
» money for the county treasury.
But e athern hospitality has given ‘way

£ 4.

matmm«t to wpalahsm is as fervent as.any
bama scgyeg,atlmmtb the Pell City
oject is part of a growing chain of ultra-
moder fann-factory operations (others
are i ¢ .corgia, Florida, Texas and South-
Wesi s?«dngan) which supp]y Muslim
' and food stores in many of
n's ghettos. Always more inter-
: profit than protest the Chicago-
aved Muslims, led by 72-vear-old Elijah
Muhanimad, are now bmldmg a widely
ced bnt increasingly self-sufficient
beconsny with holdings already valued at

74 nistlion.
Desl: The white majority in St, Clair
County. however, sees the 900-acre pur-
ﬂ"haw as the first beachhead in the battle
Htor ¢ wew black nation that the Muslims
hav swapnsed-in the past.
one thimg—these Southern states of ours,”
' Baptist minister James H. Bishop. “1
seam willing to lay my life down
cause, il necessarv,” he told a
protest meeting of 2,200 grim

5 two local white men
hgipm{ e Muslims swing their big land
Fdeal. he two men, Ford dealer Ray
Wyati. 1! and dentist Robert McClung,
px siden of the local John Birch Society,
insist theic motive was strictly fnancial.
E Thes made a hefty profit on the original
sale < inchuding part of Wyatt’s own Big
Beavs lL\n(h) to Progressive Land De-
i, and were promised 2 cotinm-
¢ as managers of the farin-tac-
mplex. They knew that Walter

wr, the agent for PLD, was a hlack
bman; what they didu't lears until much
 later, thev suid, was that Turner was
public o ixtions officer for the Muslin hi-
erar 1. o Chicago wnd that PLD was the
‘-‘~.ins‘lim development corporation.

eek, December 8, 1969

As il happuns

~ Alabama (“Boy, come with me,’
sheriff}, and_his wxfe has threatened to -

heesility and outright harassment be-

eause the project is sponsored by none
¥ shan the Natmn of Islam, better

. Development).
Mayo, must be prevented from using .

“They're after

Wyalt confided the secret only to his
brother, Wallace, 45. But Wallace
couldn’t keep the matter to himself (“I
just had to protect the honor of my family

and the honor of this state and na-
tion,” he says) and spread the news at
a church service.

Since the revelation, six cows on the
Big Beaver Ranch have been shot and
one of its sis Negro farmbhands has been
arrested twice—once for not registering
himself as a Muslim (he says he isn't
one) and again for “trespassing” ou the
ranch (authorities say it does not legally
belong to the Muslims). Sales at Ray
Wyatt’s Ford agency—which used to sell
75 cars 2 month~have all but stopped,
and twelve cars on his lot “have been
splashed with acid. Drummed out as
head of the Birch Society, McClung has
lost most of his dental practice and may
lose his license as well. He was arrested
on charges of acting as an agent for PLD,
which is. not licensed to do busmess in

leave him. Both men’s families have heen

plagued by threatening and obscene.
- phone calls. “For the first time in my life,
-1 know what it feels like to be black,”

says McClung, who has pulled out of the

* deal. Rallying St. Clair County against

the Muslims are Wallace Wyatt, the Rev.,
Mr. Bishop and another Pell City preach-

“-er, the Rev. E.O. Mayo, who formed a

group called RID (Restore Integrity to
The. Muslims, warns

the land to train troops for “the battle of
Armageddon.”

Determined to stay, the Mushms have
countered with firm talk of their own.
“We have not broken any laws,” says
spokesman Turner. “If they attempt any

“violence agmnst us, we'will send in 1,000

Black Muslims.” But the blacks would
rather use fnendly persuasion. “All we
want to do is'show people we can raise
crops mstead of raising hell on Saturday
night,” says Turner, who attempted to
recruit local whites for a tour of a Mus-
lim pilot farm project now prospering
amicably in Sasser, Ga. Only a handful
took- up the offer, however.

Despite the ugly atmosphere and the
threat of violence, Ray Wryatt, for one,
professes optimism. “The more 1 find out
about the Muslims, the better T like
them,” he says. “They have morals the
detwts should practice. When the peo-
ple here see what's going on and that
local people are being hired and that this
is not the new capital of the Muslims,
they will understand.”

- PUBLIC OPINION:

Money Talks

Suddenly, it seemed, the “silent ma-
jority” had found a voice. In full- -page
advertisements that blossomed in.110 of
the nation’s largest Dewspapers and in
half-hour television “specials” broadeast
over & one-shot network of local stations,

said the .

MNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Americans were encowraged to “Act Now
—~Demonstrate Your Support” for Presi-
dent Nixon's policy for peace in Vietnam,

Sponsoring the million-dolar campaign
was something called “United We Stand,”
and those who called their local papers
and television stations to get more infor-
mation discovered that it was the brain-
child of a billionaire’ from—you guessed
it—Dallas, Texas.. For some, that was
cause _enough to write off “United We
Stand™ as a manifestation of fat-cat Texas
conservatism. But the truth was far Jess
pat and far more provocative. The billion-
aire behind the campaign is no Daddy
Warbucks but a young (39), computer-
age business whiz named H. (for Henry)
Ross Perot, who splits his politics down
the middle and practices an undeniably
progressive form of philanthropy. What's

~ more, inspiration {or “United We Stand”

wseems to trace more directly to a -chat
with the LB] Ranch boss thar to m'm
stives from the White House,

Views: Perot, a crew- -cut AIU)deI!S
graduate (Class of '53), was one of sev-
eral businessmen who met Lyndon [ulm-
son about a manth sido. $Terward, e
decided that “every President bas come
to the conclusioh that we must stahilize
in Asfa. I must assume that if | knew
what lhey knew, 1 would have acted the
same. F()chnﬂ tlmt dissenting view: had
been covered “so effcttively” s fyrm
r "[‘i‘{c‘}y,n he e

dent Nixons “so inelln
cided. to balance things « little bette:

.“This was not a campaign o support Mr.

Nixon himself,” said Perot last week. “It

was to support the office he holds . .. If
Humphrey were President today, I'd be
standing behind him.”

Money, of course, was no object. And
when the Madison Avenue agencies said
it would take months to mount the drive

Patriot Perot: No Daddy Warbucks

o 7




Birmingham, Ala., Wednesday, December 10, 1969 i L e R i

As U. S. agents move in

BY FRANK SIKORA, News siafl writer
PELL CITY
Pin Fores! Missionary Baptist Church, a hrick and stone
structure on U. S. Highway 411 in north St. Clair County, seems
an unlikely participant in a controversy now raging across the
county and the state.
Now the Justice Department may become involved:

Tt’s been a battle of words, feelings, and sometimes
destruction.

IT BEGAN in mid-October when Wallace Wyatt, 45, a
deacon at the church revealed that his brother, James Ray
Wyatt, 41, had sold his farm to the Black Muslims. The land
adjoins church property.

“He’s sold us out,”” Wallace said, “He’s my brother, bul I
can’t stand by him,”

Indeed, the Muslims had. bought the land, nearly 1,000

acres, and it was only the I
development and cattie operatior
spokesman said.

WALTER TURNER, a Chicago
separatists group, said 100,000 Ala
be owned by the Muslims. Right no
buying 9,316 acres in Jackson Cour

“We're going to spend $2 millic
“‘and bring income and jobs. We'll |
hurt anyone.”

Ray Wyatt, a former state ser
City, said he was going to help - mai

The people of the church, led
Bishop, Deacon Wallace Wyall, ap
R. Mayo, viewed the Muslims as
removing the white race from the
ed, “But we're not afread of then

Turn fo Page 17,
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acres, and it was only the beginning of a giant land
development and cattle operation in the stale, a Musnm
spokesman said. -

WALTER TURNER, a Chicago representative for the black
separatists group, said 100,000 Alabama acres will eventually
be owned by the Muslims. Right-now they are in'the process of
buying 9.316 acres in Jackson County.

“We're going to spend $2 million in St. Clair,” Turner said;
“‘and bring-income and. jobs. We’ll help people.: We're not out %0;
hurt anyone.”

Ray Wyalt, a former state senator and car dealer in Pell
City, said he was going to help manage {heir cattle operation.

The people of the Lhm ¢k, led hy the minister, Rev. J. H.
Bishop, Deacon Wallace Wyatl, and another minister, Rev. E.
R. Mayo, viewed the Muslims as a mililant threat, benl on
removing the white race from the area. And Rev. Bishop add-
ed, “But we're not afread of them.”

Turn to Page 17, Column 1
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Elijah Has A
Change Of Miﬂd__

Late Wednesday, afler the
story at righi was alyeady in
prini, Elijah Muohammad re-
portedly had changed his mind
about moving his Muslim farm
operation out of S, Clxir
County.

The leader of the Black Maus-
=aw sryvs that he will not

B the Ashville farm ustil
members of the nea rhy  Pine
Forest Missionary Baptist

Church raise the money o huy
it themselves,

The Muslims contend that
members of the church *“ are
e rause of the harrassment
We have received.”

John Henrv Davis, manager

eoloﬁ}gist C K.
ed t?mt fhe poison. < - xdﬂzuhed

as Caicmm 'Arsenate o had<
beer p!aced in feeder troaghs .
and rmt in the ‘water, He sajd:

that catﬁq‘ farmers  down-
streatn of  the: Buglim farm.
had “heen unduly. Jalarmed

ab{mi the poison reports..

The Muslims reportedly are

maoving their cattle by trucks
{o a fdxm in Greene County,

-t e

wnlo

i {rn

2. poison had heen plag. -
dln:: from wbxch tho catm

Rdﬂmg reveal-

Cor pames fo Jmtzce

, noisoned m t:he wpas,t;?
several  minths “according to |
Muslim  reports, and LhJahf
..Muhammad, high priest of the i
T)Iack sepatatist,. religious cult;

: s,xas quoted in Chicago vcstu’ .
- day as’ saying that “Muslims !
All not: stay where we axe not

anted”' L

,enff Wood said 'I‘uesdﬂy,‘é
dfter ‘receiving the 'I‘oxxcol&éj
gist’s report, “Now that - (e
know what we .are looking fm
we are making a coordmdtcd ‘]
effort to bring the guilly pax’ty'

Th(s shenﬁ" said he dld not 5
. receive the Toxmolugntb re- ;
port unm ate Monday evening. .,

Lk AR FIRUEE SR v




Mushmg invite

St. Clair

BY FRANK SIKORA
News- staff writer
. : PELL CITY
»‘A ooup of busmess and civie

; Jéaders from St. Clan County -

- and sumoundlng area ‘have
; been invited to visit the farm-
cing operatlon of the Black
ijushms in Dawson Ga.

;} A Mushm Spokesman, Wal-

“ter E, Turner, said a charter-,

“ed plane will léave Pell City
“Wednesday at 10 am. and
~‘some 60 invitations have been
H aent out

Last week the Muslims an-

& Unclc Sam pays half
S - WASHINGTON
: Under the Watershed Pro-
“tection and Flood Prevention
“Act,  the federal government
. pays ‘up to half the. cost of
" such. public recreatmn facilit-
-“jes ‘as marinas, picnic grounds
- and camping sites. Increasing
" numbers - of ‘comimunities . are
- seeking such aid:

: Housmg share dips
~ WASHINGTON
From 1930 thwugh the

1950s, the smgle family ‘house
dominated the residential con-
- struction: ‘market, accounting
" for 80 ‘per cent of ‘starts. “In
* the 1960s, smgle—famﬂy starts
-pegan . dropping -~ until - they
* reached a low of 54.2 per cent
' in‘the last quarter of 1968.

The fisher. cat, natural ene-
. my of the. porcupine, avoids
* the latter’s qulllastudded de-
- fense by ~burrowing - .up
_ through ‘the snow:and attack-

ing its victim from below,

- where there are no quills.

E@a@%@r‘s
nounced their purcnase of St

Clair- County land to bhegin 'a
farm-indusiry = complex,

The operation will bemanag-

:ed by Ray Wyatt, a white Pell

City car dealer who sold the
an - invasion by the Mushms
Turner said.

: “WE WANT TO EASE ten-
sions of people who feel this is
an-invasion by the Musilims,”
Turner said. ““It is a business
venture. that -will ‘benefit the
entxre area. We want to show
them how 1t works.”

The - St Clair pl()]e(.t will
include a cattle farm Wthh is
already -in opelatxon a meat
packing house and a concrete

plant.

‘Mcanwhile, - -some . anger
about - the Muslims - move
confinues, s

A real estate man said he‘
lost a sale hecause -the would-
be buyer heard of the new
Mushm complex.

_THE INITIAL CONCERN
came from members of .Pine
Torest - Missionary - Baptist
Church. located “between Pell
City and-Ashville. The Muslim
farmadjoins - church property
and completely :surrounds the
small “church - cemelery.

Turner said he was going.to
contact ' J. . 'H. Bishop; - the
minister: of the church, and
offer - to -buy - the = churCh
property. The Muslims, Turn-
er. said, would offer to build
the congregation a new brick
church ~across - Highway 411,

~and ‘would agree to-move -the
: cemetery if agreeable.; .



ALy} s, /«%4’
- Dentist.

/MN? (MJ«L’

charﬂed n

land deal

PELL CITY

“A dentistiin Pell City arrest-
ed for ‘‘acting as an agent for
a foreign  corporation 1ot au-
;thorxzed to. do busmeSS in
Alabama? has been released
on 81,000 bond.

Dr. Robert McClunr secre-
~£m‘y-treasmel of :the Progres-
sive Land Developexs Incorp:
“orated, was arrested after the
u)rpmatxou purchased  three
lracts of “land in St. Clair
county. and ‘the doctor ‘ordered
the occupants of the land f{o
vacale the premises.

) m questron in-.
500.acres on -Wolf
“southi: of Pe]l

the ‘Eden Alea of. Pel City,
accoxdmg do L P, Waid,
district attorney for St. Clair
and Blount Counhes

. Waid said that an occupant
' \of; land suuth of Pell- City,
< John Gok]en had been one of
'“"the pexsons “ordered off the
nd after the: doctox sxgneﬂ
sking “occupants” to

: . “Golden,ia farmer,
signed the warrant for Dr.
McChmv’s dl‘xest claiming,
:along with  other: occuapnts,
that_their lease allowed them

to remam on the land until
Marnh 1970,

,'PH}" CASL wﬂl ‘be med in
St Clalr County  Inferior
Court. ‘Four sults -were - filed
by Waxd Kast week on behalf
of ‘the. state of Alabamaa-
gainst the corporation for not -
belng, authorized to do busx-‘f ;
ness’in Alabama. SLY
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In Georgla-—- ﬁ'

jred il
tours Muslim farm

BY DON McKEE

. SASSER, Ga,
Black MUélimea{e buying
of “land 'in the

large tracts
South for farm
paying

‘operations,

relations: campa
fears  of = some
whites, - P

“We're going 1o “ship“all

over the world,” says: Walter

L. ’I!urner:ofsChic‘ago, public

relations - director forthe
Nation_ of Islam,: the “plack
religious sect headed by Eli-

jah Muhammad. g ;
Turner said. Wednesday - in

an interview, during a togr of

the  Muslim farm In. south

Georgia, that the Muslims
already. have “acquired ‘thou-
acres and plan to

sands of
1]

Iy. products
oviding jobs

out hard -cash and
even mounting a quick public
gh’ fo “allay
‘Alabama

e said; is to

an Tower

. ton. At a luncheon in Albany

TURNER  SAID “the sect
owns - nearly 2,000 acres in
Georgia, 1,000 in Alabama and
“‘we're working on ‘a deal in
Texas, we're looking at 2,000
acres in Mississippi “and in
Florida.” The Muslims also

~Wwant - coastal land in “North

Carolinaand South’ Carolina,
. “We're having problems . in
Alabama,” “he 'said. I
But he predicted: “We wil
own 100,000 acrés ‘in Alabama
next year at this,ﬁme.” ;
Turner .and-a. group of
whites from St Clair County
in Alabama arrived by char-
tered airplane at Albany for a
tour of the Georgia Muslim
farms. Leader of the visiting
8Toup . was car dealer Ray
Wyatt of Pel City, a white
man whose land sales to the

- Muslims triggered white oppg-

sition, - minor * violence Cand
threats against him~

_THE GEORGIA trip sought
to smooth the ‘Alabama situa-



“-PELL CITY
A Pell City dentist, who
had registered as-a director
of several corporations link.
ed with a business venture
by the Black Muslims in S,
Clair County; has resigned.

Dr. Robert McClung notj.
fied Pel] City _ auto dealer
Ray Wyalt,  head of the
corporations, ‘of ‘his resigna-
tion by mail.

Dr. MecClung  hag been
secrefary  of Progressive
Land Developnient Corp., an
wganization: that is to oper-
tte a farm-industrial com-
ex for the Muslims. He and
Vyatt sold land to the Mus-
ms in a move that stirred

Jentt
with |

I‘n St. Clair County

st severs

L]

Mp. strong ‘reaciion from
many. - residents in the
predomina’ntly white com-
munity, .

THE DENTIST, as well ag
Wyatt, “had received numer.
ous threatening phone callg
since the transactions were
brought o light  severa)
weeks ago, .

Last  week Dr. MeClung
was arrested for “represent-
ing a-foreign corporation not.
registered to  do businegs,
Bond was get at $1,000. ¢

“I'm sorry this thing cans.

ed so mueh Dr.

McClung said.
One of the corporations

anger,”

formeé by he, Wyatt .and

businessman Robert Themp-

son, called ALSEC, had gain-
ed a $500,000 grant for water
improvement for Ragland,
However, Ragland mayor
Bob Dickinson, presumably
under .pressure from
townspeople, cancelled aj]
Projects with the three men,

and  thus Jost the federal
grant, :
CUmosorry that bappen-

ed,” Dr.. MceClung said, “The
town .needs that water
project.  And - ALSEC had
nothing at all to do with the
Muslims.” : :
The dentist was one of
several persons arrested in

(2 é’fm 77 e -

A

Y 1es ="

conmection with the Muslim

move into the county.

MEAN WHILE, 1. p. Waid,
district: attorney for St. Clair
and  Blount counties, has .
filed three warrants against -
the Muslim backed COrpora-
tion, Progressive Land Deve.-
lopers Inc., as efforts o
legally remove the Muslims
from the county eontinue,

Cancer kills young

' NEW YORK
Cancer in the U. 8. kills

- more children from ages 3 to

15 than any other of the

known diseases,



Ask $250,000— 5%r..,
- e 1447
,.[

ist deacons

: * ASHVILLE
A $250,000 damage suit has been filed in Circuit' Court by
the Deacons of Pine Forest Baptist Church,- EO
Named in the action are a group of people associated with a
recently announced Black Muslim business: venture .in St Clair .
County, including Pell City businessman Ray Wyatl, Pell City
dentist Robert McClung, and Birmingham attorney, Orzelle
Billingsley. . : RS .
Also named is Walter Turner, a public relationg representa-
tive of the Muslims. _
The Muslims, who bought property adjoining the small
church, are charged with trespassing and other damages.
Dr. McClung has severed ties with the organizations on the
face of repeated ihreats, o

- o - the



BY FRANK SIKORA
AND THOMAS HILL
News staff writers
PELL CITY
A man who says he sa
spokesman for the Black Mus-
lims said the organization will
erect a $2.5 business-agricul-
ture complex - in . St. Clair
County on land sold them by a
former state senator.
~Walter E. Turner, in mak-
ing the statement, said he is a
public relations representative
of ‘the Muslims. The purchase

of the lamd, totalling  more

than 800 acres, ' was made
-from ° Ray . Wyatt, one time
state senator: and now a car
dealer in Pell City.

“The - “announcement  came

after weeks of tension in the

county in which repoi'ts of the

Muslim move were being
circulated. Tuesday night, 12
cars owned by Wyatl’s firm
were damaged when a white
man threw acid on them,

WYATT  SOLD - the land,
part - of which ‘included " his
own farm, to a corporation

~known . as Progressive - Land

Developers, Inc., which Turn-
er says is Mushm-ownedk 1t is
registered in Dawson, - Ga.,

where: ‘the Muslims have a.

farm-industry complex,
Wyatt, who will manage

+part of the operation, said he

did not know who was behind

the corporation when he ‘made

the sale.
Tuesday

night, when the

At DAC breakfast meet—
Prmeesses to be

honored

Their names ‘are Charlotte,
Barbara Ann, Darleen, Debra,
Joyce, Barbara, Jackie Ann
and Joy.

And they were all announc-
ed today as Christmas Seal
Princesses in their respective
high schools in Jefferson
County.

The important role played
by the princess during the
annual sale of Christmas
Seals will be spotlighted here
Tuesday hy M. E. Wiggins,
president of the Birmingham
“City Council.

WIGGINS, who is this year’s
Christmas Seal chairman in
Jefferson County, will intro-
duce all of the county’s lovely
Christmas Seal Princesses and

Tuegday

their sponsors at the Tuesday
breakfast meeting of Down-
town Action Committee at. the
Tutwiler.

In the accompanying pic-
tures, the eight new Prin-
cesses are shown with their
sponsors ~- the principals or

assistant principals of  their

high schools, and representa-

tives of enforcement agencies
in the county.

The annual Christimas Seal

Princess Pageant has a theme

of ‘*‘dual protection” - pro-
tection of health . through
sale of Christmas Seals, which
help finance the fight against
respiratory  diseases; and
protection of home and family
through support of law en-
forcement.

acid was thrown, threats were -

reportedly made on the lives
of Wyatt, and two other white
men, Dr. Robert McClung, a

dentist, and R. E. Thempson,
a businessman. The three

have formed several - lgcal

corperations,

Toys gwen

for needy
dzsappear

UPPER MARLBORO, Md '

Toys collected by deputy
sheriffs “for distribution to
needy children at. Christmas
have been stolen from the
building in which they were

‘stored,

Sheriff ‘William ' J.  Kersey
said the thief or thieves must
have used ‘a “truck to haul
away -all .the games, dolls and
other toys. ‘

‘Many of e toys had ‘been
repaired by the deputxes in
their ‘'spare time,

Kersey said the theft occur-
red last weekend. There was a
delay in notification, he said,
because the deputies hoped to
find the thief or thieves.

“How can somebody he that
lousy?” the sheriff asked.

—Associated Press

Kindergarten

at 1:30 p.m. Monday.
Staff = -members

Jewish Community Center.
The public is invited.

Wyatt expressed regret that
misunderstandings had creat:

_-ed the tension in the area.

"“WE HAVE BROKEN no
laws,” he said, “and we will
not encourage anyone else to
do_so. This operation will be
an asset to the county and the
state, and will be a tremen-
dous boost to the economy- of
the area.”

‘Wyatt said that when he
scid the land to Progressive
Land Developers, he had no
idea who backed the organiza-
tion. He said he did not know
it was a Muslim-backed or-
ganization at the time the sale
was concluded. This was con-
firmed by. Turner,

Wyatt pointed out that the :
program will bring mew in.
dustries to the area, and it
aiready has been praised by~
the mayor of Ragland.

“We are going ahead with
our plans,” Wyatt said today.
“We've already started our
cattle program, and the meat
packing plant will get under-
way very soon as planned.

THE UNREST in the county
developed one Sunday at the
Pine Forest Missionary Bap-
tist Church, when Wyatt’s
brother, Wallace Wyatt, a
deacon, . announced that his -
blother had “sold out to the
Black Muslims.”

The church’s cemetery is
surrounded by the farm land
sold by Wyatt to the Musliny
corporation.

Tuesday afternosn, prior to
the acid incident, a Negro
man from Georgia was arrest-
ed on the land and charged
with trespassing and failure to
register as a Muslim. Sheriff
Clemmon Roe said the man
was released on bond. The
Muslims said the man, howev-
er, was not a member of their
organization.
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BY EARLY NOVEMBER, the news media released the
first veports of thé Muslim purchase. The Muslims nd -Ray

Wyalt were deliberate in stating their intentions: Business

only, no violence.

No aggressive Muslims were prought into the area, and the
farm near the church had only a few Negro laborers working
there, Turner said. - ;

wrhere’s always been Negro farm 1aborers in the county,”
Wyatt said. ) o :

But by now the anger of {he whites in the county began fo
mount, “We want new indusiry,” said a Pell City businessman,
“hut we don’t want them.”

“@ive them a chance,” Wyatt pleaded. Very few listened.

Threatening phone calls besieged the car dealer as well as
his other white business partners, DI. Robert McClung, a Pell
City dentist, and Robert Thompson, a businessman, Wyatt said.

- Guns were discharged in front of their homes at night, some

vesidents reported.

IN MID-NOVEMBER, whites held a huge rally at Ashville

“High School, called it Operation RID, and hashed over ways t0

get rid of the Muslirns.

Ed Strickland, executive director of the Alabama Commis-
sion to  Preserve The Peace, pledged state - support, but
cautioned the people to stay within the law. 4 .

Arrest warrants against Ray Wyatt, Dr. McClung. and
others connected with the Muslim venture began to fly. Then
one night a white man spilled acid on 12 of Wyatt’s new cars.

At the ralbr, Rev. -Bishop had told the more than 3,000

v er e mmmnaewe t0 cten the Muslims.

%3

Wyait, state inve’sﬁgator Ralph Holmes discuss fi
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MEANWHILE, the first of the many court contests come
up Friday in Pell City, where Negro Jimmy Holmes, a Wyatt
farm hand, faces charges of trespassing on Pine Forest Church
property, and failing to register as a Black Muslim.

-Others will follow, and even some of the state officials who
are against them think the cases will not hold water in court.

. What lies ‘ahead is, at hest, shaky. The hest that could
happen, many feel, would be some sort of court settlement to
resolve “the problems - although it wouldn’t dissolve the

feelings. e R

The worst would be a situation where the Justice
Department would have to intervene to preserve order ... .
something they wouldn’t hesitate to do if necessary.

Negro farm hand fixes fence at Muslim farm Pine Forest



