NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH—This picture of New Hope Baptist Church in Eden dates back to either the late
1890s or early 1900s. The congregation surely must have been celebrating a special occasion. Look how dressed up
they were!




LIV (aenr S @ SLEOng;: nandsome,
: structure but™ “oIdtuners hereabout s. can”
rememberan earIySprmg mght in 1929 when
a- tornadcr' mad : hambles of' 1ts

'} ' houséd: Eden 'Baptists ‘on. Sunday and on

# b+ shipful occaions, was not alone as a victim of
e B those angry wmds o£ 43 years ago, however
‘ A hundred yards or two away sat another
wooden frame building. with — if an old
- almunus” memory serves — three rooms and
as .

maiy years

E “That house of learmng\shere the late Miss
. Dadie Griffith and others through the years
b taught no-nonsense spelling from-a Blue Back
.. f..spellerand readin” and ‘rithmetic and all the
B ‘_ other essentials, lost some of its dignity to one
N5 of'Mother nature s rages on; that night, also-

As amatter of fact the Eden school lost 1ts
“’ enure-top-and,the debris: spxlled over into the,
”’ church vard. where the “‘church house’

" teetered and sagged’ on its foundations, 1ts_
“ wihdbws Ariddbors bldwnout and many of its”

: planks mxssmg (see: ptctures) ) .

Elsxe V\adsuorth ‘who authors the West
. Pell City. News for this paper. recalls that a
bouquet of flowers placed on the Church altar
" by her mother, ;Mrs. Block Williamson,
remained in place every blossom intact,
- despite all the damage to. the church

W orshlp services went on undaunted.
however. although Homecoming Day ob-
j; servance, the second Sunday in June. had to
be shifted to the Eden Methochst Church.

In August. work was begu.n to repair the
church. ‘and men. women and children all
pitched in to help. Mr. Jim Harless. a deacon

- and. using chains and ropes. pulled and
straightened the damaged building. braced it
inside. and the \olunteer workers then

odern s

Theold, wooder frame. building whlch then

' “prayers meetmg" ‘nights’ “and other wor-.

_many pot-bellied stoves, which served
the * Grammar School' students of Eden for .

of the church. brought in his team of mules -

. Second Sunday 1 Augusty the: late: Rev: G, Jii .4
tDbuaHoo ter: pastomofff'the*'ch ki

: pasmnm

" where the old: EdemSchoo[isat ot the mght of: 3
“that’ tomado and for man d B

‘ lS the Rev. Curtxs Rush

. w TR
The entn‘e roof of. the Eden. Schoo became
. airborne wherr the big blow hit, sailed’ across:
" the church and into a then-vacant lot (where
" Dana Ballard’s home is now), - . = -~

.. Only about five years prior to-the. tornado
the school had beem rebuilt, -the top story
-removed ‘and a nice stage built where the
" students performed.in plays, programs, and.
the hke “The commumty was proud of its-

" “new’ " school.

Mrs. Vlrgxma Lonergan was the prmctpal
then: and. taught the 5th and 6th grades. Mrs.
© Sara Fowler Stokes taught 3rd and 4th grades -
‘and Mrs.. Iva Robertson taught lst and 2nd.”

SchooL was out: for the summez: when the

. tornado hit because the- school terny back then

was only seven months. And by the time-

" September- rolled: around-again: the damage .

had been repaired and the school — if got the.

- studendts - was; ready for?. anothemterm to .
mgln ;1, ;:v—,‘

Some other victims of" that tornado that
Mrs. Wadsworth recalls were the H. B. Guys
whose house suffered roof damage and the
Newt Butterworths who Iost a back porch

: " The tornado struck Mr Sam Smlth s barn
too. and some of the-local men had to help Mr.
-Smith rescue his. cows, and:. herses, "which
wound up in the hayloft )

Doubtless there ‘were others affected by the
" tornado. whose names probahly would not

register on many of West Pell Clty 5. current
residents. R

" But for some of the’ “oldsters"'of the
community. that April night of 43 years ago

will be a vivid memory for some time to
- come,
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S.W.Dill To
Be New Pony
League Prexy

S. W. DIl was elected pre-
sident of the Peil City Pony
Lesgue for the coming year
at 8 meeting held -last week
and Mrs. Louise Hullett was
re-elected to the office of se-
cratary.

Other officers named were:
Alphs Walker, vice-president:
Mrs. Ernestine Barber,- trea-
surer, and Jlm Mullins, player
agent.

Named to the board of dir
‘ectors, were B. W:. Tucker,
Shert{f Dave Evans, Fletcher
Blackwood, Jim Davis, Alvin
“Shorty” Hurst, Jr., and Ed
-Spruiell, .

Cornmittees were appointed
as follows:

Finance Commitiee . - Dave
Evans, chuirman, Ossle Law-
tey, and Jim Davis;

Fleld Committce - - Robert
Foster, chalrman, E. L. Lave,
Jr., Alpha Walker, and Bob
Adams.

Consession committee - -Mrs.
Steve Lee, chairman, Mesda-
mes Kenveth Barber, 1 A.
Fambrough, Jim Davis, Alvin
Hurst, Jr., S. W. Diil, Robert
Foster, Jim Mullins, and B. W,
Tucker,

The next meeting will be
held Tuescay night, March 3,
at the Hillerest

Joint Meeting
Of Methodist

Sheritf Evans Will Not

Resign His Office

“[ have no Intention of resigning as sheriff of St

Clair county. I did not run and

get elected to redign.

My plans Are to stay in offlce for the full term and to
serve the.people of St. Clair county to the very best of

my ability™. .

-Above was Sherlff Dave Lveay'
answer Lo:cniinty « wide ru-
-mors that he planned to resign
-less than two months after
taking office. B
:.‘ Word has been msking the
rounds over the.county alao
Ltst Sherlff Evans had been
shot and thet he had alsa been
cut. Neither of the rumors ere
true. The shert{f has been and
ls suffering from a huge car-
_buncle on hix head, but word
that he was shot or cut are
Lstrietly rumors. . 0 ]

Sheriff "Evans said hb Wea
“happy In his work “I lKe my

e

reH Y
iy

{Tand; ehied ‘ad

“new §ob' he sdld. "I am thighty |
; well pledned with my sidtt nd |-y

by Hsays, 'M. AthI-U:. and Bll
Newton, Pell- City.: The ‘threa

‘men are experienced. lavt en-|:

forcement pificers. - Coupland
and. Newton came to Si. Clair

from the.poilce:department at |, - :
Leedy and Hays: from- pollce :

work at Irondaies:

Sheri{t Evang was deeply ap- |

preciative of the many cu_lhl he
has had {frém men snd Women

"In every-szetion of the county |-
urging him not 1o resign after |:

they had hasird the rumors,

"That. i “ofié thing . surd |!

! ifaked me el good”, ha.sald.

~“Although'there kee vefY, like |-

af ohis) ffoup In the
1d-Be g for
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"The annual St. Clair
Basketball Tournament

meeting Springville at 8:30,
ville, .

Pell City Is entering two
tearas In the 12team meet,
an "A" team. codched by Hugh
. Willlamsen, and a "B squad,
cosched by O. D Duran. Other
schools participitlng are Rag-
land, Coal City,. Soringville,
Steele, ArhvillefMoody, Crop-
well, Odcnvll:i; Chandler
Mountsain and 'sonville.

Four teams wl‘é:e seeded, in
the following order: Ragland,
Easonville, Pell Clty "A", and
Moody,

Tbe tourpey will last all
week, through Saturddy night,
with two games played esch
night. Trophies will be award-
ed the {irst, second and third
place teams, with the Most
Valuable Player receiving »
plaque. Also, a ten.player All
Tournament team will be cho-

Junior High Touiney
Starts Monday Night

County Junior High School
gets underway here Monday
night, March 2, at Pell City Junior High, with Coal Clty

followed by Steele vs. Ash-

sen, with each piayer selected
recelving & small trophy or
medal.

After Monday night's actlnn,
the remainder of the schedule
ls ns follows:

TUESDAY - - Cropwell vs.
Odenvillé at 8:30, {ollowed by
Chandler ML va. Pell City "B,

WEDNESDAY - - Ragland
vs. winner of Coal City -
Springville, then Pell City
“A" vs. winner of Steele-Ash-
ville.

THURSDAY.. - Moody vs.
winner  of Cropwell - Oden.
ville, and Easonville vs. win-
ner of Chandler Mt. - Pell City
B : 48

FRIDAY - - Semi-[inols.

SATURDAY. - . Cocsolation
match at 7:00; Championship
game at 8:00.

Eden West Side -
Baptist Revival

The Eden West Side Baptlst
Church will hold It's simui-
taneous revival services Mar-
ch 2nd through the 8th., with
Rev. 0. H. Forchand, evange-
lst

Rev. Forehand is the former
pastor of the Eden West Side
Beptist Chureh and ts now pas
tor of the Walnut Street Bap
tist Church of Gadsden, Alal
baroa,

Music will be directed by
Ned Gunter, who will slso pre-
tent “chalk talks” during the

Men’s Classes

The men's classes nf the
Flrst Methodist chureh will
meet together Sunday maorning |
at the Sunday Schoo! hour o}
hear Judge Frank Embry teach |
the comoined classes, !

Zveryone {3 invited o thei
Sunday meeting.

lovited to attend the services
weei. The public is cordially
each evening at 7p . m .

The W. M. S will observe
the week of prayer (‘ur home
missions at the church ssch

morming 2t 9:30 a0 . The
evangelist, Rev. Forchand. will {
conduct the devetlonal at cach’

SF (A MArMIne careane

St. Clair Plans
Easter Seal
Campaign

D. O. Lengston, Charimaon
of St Clalr Chopter of the
Alabama Society for Crippled
Children and Adults, hay an
aounced that Friday February
27 will open the 1959 Easter
Senl campaign.

Mr. Langston has sppointed
Mrs. Ralph Windhem gs oun-
ty Drive Chatrman.

Openlng officlaily February
27,. the .drive will contlnue
through Esater Sunday, March
20.

Prolessional authorities es.
timate that 90 per cont of the
crippied and handicapped can
be rehabliltated to (ke point

Continved To Back Page
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Former Eden Womar Reaches
Century Mark In Lifefime

One hundred years |5 a long, long time even mea-~

formerly of Eden, will
row. February 27,

Born Sara Frances Lewis,
near Eufaula in Bar-
bour county. Afa. Feb. 27,

1859, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Isane M. Lewis, she is
last survivor of 12 childreo of
that family.

Her parents moved the fam-
ily home to St Clair county
near Vincent when Mrs, Inzer
wag about twe years old,
moved to Eden a short tme
later. She is making her home
with a daughter and son-in-
faw, Mr. and’ Mrs. Raymood
Floyd in Birmingham.

There will. be sn Open
House and Reception for re
latives and close {rlends of
the family et the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Floyd Sunday after.
aoon {rom 2 until 3 p.m,

Mrs. Inzer was marricd to
John Thomas dnzer, member of
a prominent Alabama family
when she was 24 years old.
She bas survived her husband
who died in 1912, by nearly
47 yenrs,

The Inzer family home w;
localed 7 ETeR on (he eito
of the presen n_school.

with a sellin a broad lawn
unger a nomber of ancient
trees, the home was the show
place - e communily and

the zaiEcring place Tor e
young _folks of TRA[ dav. Un,

glns 2nd 160 Yur-

sured by the . swiftness of
atomic age, but the lady above, Mrs. Sara Frances Inzer, , §
reach the century mark, loror--

time's passage (n.this

fortunately the old home burn- §
ed In T0I0——" .

Mrs. Inzer joined the church *
when she was 18 years old,’
for many years was an activo:
member and worker In lhe
New Hope Baptist church’ at «
Eden. She has been for 2 num« °
ber of years the oldest me
ber of the Dawson Memarial ,
Baptist in Birminghanr. She‘ §
attributed her long life to her
faith in Christ and “work in
the service of the Lord”. Dur: |
ing her later years she hay- J§
spent many happy hours writ- :
ing poetry and 'letters of cou-.’
dolence and sympathy to re |
latives and friends. )

Her faculities are keen, her
hearing and sight good, "but
right here lately”, she said,
“l have been having a Mtle
trouble. Must be that 1 am
Just getting old".

Seven of Mrs. Inzer's nine
children  survive. They are
Mrs. Cladys Floyd, Mrs. Mary
Sorrels and Mrs, Uene Farabee,
Blrmingham, Mrs. Flora. Grif-
fin. Sylacauga, J. A, Ingzer,
Eden B. W. Inzer, Alants,
and Rey larer, Pascagoula,
Mirs, She bas 10 grandchildren
and 20 great - grandchildren.

She cxpects ta see all of her
children, many of her ather re-
latives and close {riends at the
reception Sunday.

The {wo Highway Patrolmen
stationed in Pell Cily, B, W.
Tucker and Len Flelds, re-
celved word this week, they
are to be transferred effeet-
ive March lst

Tucker, who has been sta-
tioned here for almnst might’
vears, will move to Centre |

Hiway Patrolmen Transferred |

signed to Tuscumbia. “hmy will
report lo their new statlons
Sunday, March 1st. Fields has
been In Pcii Clty 20 months.
Word of the transicrs ezme n 4
n letter from Public Safety
Director Flovd Mann, Names »
of the patraimen =wha will be
Nt ta Pell iy Raun mns koo
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Mrs. Adrian Howard Hostess

At Phillipine Luncheon

Mrs.

at a luncheon April 11th at her
home.

The guests really enjoved the
native [ood that was so deliciously
prepared. They were also amazed
at the difference a Philippine touch
can make to basic foods used in

The menu included: mustard
green salad, chicken chow mecin,
Phillippine {ried rice, fritada (stew)
green beans. a la Filipine, cherry
pie. sweet potato and cocdnut and
iced tea.

The guests were Mesdames Fred
Lewis, Rufus Rooker, T. R. Ak-
ridge, Melvin Truilt, J. A. Hunt, J.
A. Inzer, Lucia Cate, Wash Howard
and the hostesses daughters, Nina
and Adrene.

Civic Club Supper
Held At Armory

The Eden Civic Club members
aud their wives enjoyed a most
delicious fish supper at the ar-
mory last Monday night.

Mr. Joe Kilgroe, mayor, spoke to
the group about some of the plans
underway for the development of
the newly acquired area within the
city limits of Pell City.

Mr. Earl Bowman entertained
with some of his wonderful imi-
tations and his version of the re-
cently popular song “Davv Cro-
ckett”.

After the meal the club members
held a business session. About fifty
persons were present for this de-
lightful feat.

Officers Installed Af Eden PTA

The Eden Elementary PTA met
at the school April 6th. The in-
spirational was given by Rev. L. L.
Bowlin.

Officers for the ensuing year
were installed by Mrs. Carl Schog-
gins. St. Clair County PTA Coun-
cil president.

Mr. D. 0. Langston, St. Clair
ounty School superintendent, spoke
to the group on “Schools Your
Responsibility

Mr. Hoyt Sims, Eden school prin-
cipal. presented his sixth grade
students in a plavlet “Much Too
Much.”

Mrs. Morrig and her first grade
mothers were the hostesses, The
room also won the attendance
prize.

Cub Scout Family Night To

S tative;
| master;
. Springs den mother; Mrs. Williamg
Adrian Howard. a native of | ; Senior banquet. The Juniors enter-

the Phillipine Islands was hostess |

Be Held Saturday Night

present the pins to their sons.

The Eden cub leaders are: Rev,
L. L. Bowlin, institutional represen.
Mrs. William Alverson, cub-

Mrs. James Brown, Cook.
Alverson, Eden den mother.

Officers elected in the Eden deni
recently are: David Tillery, presi-
dent; Glynn D. Lonnergan, secre-
tary, and Danny Stevens, treasurer.

CHURCH NEWS

Eden First Methodist Church
Rev. J. A Hunt, pastor
Thursday, April 19

7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal
Sunday, April 22

9:45 a.m. Sunday School. Mr. Ho-
ward Smith, superintendent

11:00 a.m. Worship service. Ser-
mon by the pastor

6:15 p.m. Methodist Youth Fel-
lowship. Mr. Troy Knight, counse-
lor,

7:00 p.m. Evening Worship ser-
vice. Sermon by the pastor
Wednesday, April 25

6:30 p.m. Bible study conducted
by Rev. S. W. Edwards.
Fellowship Supper Held
. A fellowship supper was held
at the church Friday night. Fach
family brought a covered dish and
everyone had a wonderful time.
This is a monthly affair.

After the supper the men’s club
held their business meeting.
Steward’s Meeting Held

The Stewards held their monthly
meeting at the church Sunday
night, April 15th Dr. Culver Lee,
Chairman of the board of stewards,
presided over the meeting.

WSCS Meets With Mrs, Culver Lee

The WSCS met Monday night,
April 16th, at the home of Mrs.
Culver Lee.

Mrs. Adrian Howard reviewed
the second chapter of the study
course book “The Five Classics”.
She also sang a solo.

Mrs. Culver Lee, in the absence
of Mrs. Mattie Lovell, president,
presided over the business session.

Refreshments were served to fif.
teen member by the hostess.
New Hope Baptist Church
Rev. E. A. Moore, pastor
Sunday April 22

9:45 a.m. Sunday School,
James Stevens, superintendent

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship. Ser.
mon by the pastor.

6:30 p.m. Baptist Training Umon
Mrs. Claud Gillham, director

7:30 p.m. Evening worship, Ser.
mon by the pastor.
Tuesday, April 24

8:30 Vacation Bible Study con-
ducted by Rev. Moore.
Wednesday, April 25

Mr.

L JUDNICTS Sndes

7:30 p.m. Hour of Pawer

Seniors At
Ashville Friday

A zala affair at Ashville High
School April 13th was the Junior.

tained the Seniors in their “Gypsy
Camp.” It was a very colorful oc-
casion.

The following program added to:
the gaiety, “Call of the Wild,” Mary.
Nell Sprayberry, Jr. Class Presi.
dent, “Heeding the Call” Buiord!
Sanders, Sr, Class president: “Wan-
derers”, Wanda Gilliland “Fortune:
Telling”, Jerry Gibbs; Jokes, Glenn.
Jackson. Sam Wright was chaxrm'mf
of the activities that followed in'
the auditorium. where dancing and:
games were enjoyed.

There was also a real Fortunc:
Teller that added much to the eve.
ning of real fun. D. A. Cox is Junior;
Class sponsor.

Farm Briefs

Shotes that make fast gains on
comparatively little feed are the
kind that make a market hog busi-
ness profitable. s

Farm economists believe: that
substantial recovery in hog prices
should be seen by mid-spring. i

Good ponds that are well stocked]
with desirable kinds of fxsh should|
be fertilized, :

Semen is now available for ar-.
tificial breeding of Milking Snort
horn cows in Alabama.

Aldrin and heptachlor are- both.
recommended for control of bud-:
worms and wireworms. oo

If fresh clean water is kept near!
creep feeders, little pigs will use:
their feed to best advantage. l

The Goldrush, the most widely'
grown sweetpotato variety in Ala.|
bama, besides being a good yield-
er, has a uniform size and shape
and is resistant to stem rot and
cork.

This is the time of year when
the plum curculio and brown rot
attack fruit trees.

Insect-infested trees should be

removed to make use of the wood|}§
before rotting and to get the bugsip

out of the timber stand.

April 13th for the members of the
Young Married People's Sunday|

School Class.

A most en]oyable time was had

by those present *Mr. and Mrs.

Louie McKnight, Mr. and Mrs., Ed|J
Hollis and son, Mr. and Mrs. Nor-: {3

man Stevens, Rev. and Mrs. E. A.
Moore, Mr. and Mrs. Glover Stew-
art, Mrs. James Smith and chiid.!

ren, Mr.
ATwn

!
TVmeewml ol Yo oo oL v R

Glynn Lonnervan Mr. and' :

-
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Only Available Picture

This picture of the Eden School was taken after
the storm in April of 1929, The entire roof was
blown over the New Hope Baptist Church into a

Oldest Former Student

‘

Mr. Spurge Alverson is the oldest pupil known from the old
school. He began his education there in 1886 at the age of seven and
remembers his teacher was B. M. Mathis. Mr. Alverson celebrateq
his 95th birthday on March 3 at Ingram Manor Nursing Home. lie
had a son, John Barnett, of Pell City and a daughter, Mrs. Floyce
Cunningham fo Birmingham. Mr. Alverson had an Eden school
mate, Mr..George Rich of Cropwell, who is 93 years old.

vacant lot. It had been remodeled in 1924 and the
storm carried away the second story.
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... And The Youngest

Dana Ballard. daughter of Jumes and Ruth (Hamilten) Stevens
is the youngest pupil known who went to school in the old building.
She is a registered nurse at St. Clair County Hospilal here in Pell
Cily and has two children, Susie and Pam.
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Ee— sy |Civic! Clubs Start)F

Fund Drive For
Rev. Hefiin Home

Pelt City's Civie clubs have
started an active drive o raise
tunds to buy or build & permanent
home in Pell City for Rev., Muar-
vin Hellin, pastor of Pelt City's
First Methodist Churel,

The Lions have appuinted their
comnmittee  and  Civitans  and
Shrine Club will select commit
tees in a short time.

Members of the Lions' commit-
tee are Paul Turner, Foster Oliver
and J. R Lowery,

The drive will be set oiff with &
dinner at Black and While Gar-
dens, Jack Cline, owner, said the
Black and While would serve the
meal for $1.00. Minimum price of
tickets to the meanl will be $10.00,
but there is no limit to the price
that can be paid for the ticket,

Al above the setual eost of the
meal, §1.00 per person, will he
turned over to the funds comimit
tee. An outstanding speaker will
be on the program  for  the
‘Brothier Heflin Dinner’, Sponsors
of the dinner hope to have a min
imum of 150 people altend the
dinner with the maximum sot at
200.

Date of the dinner and nates of
cther commitlce members will Lbe
announced in a shovt thne,

While nothing  permanent has
been done, it is believed (house
sponcoring the movement will try
to buy a home rather than tn
build one.

Fev. Ieflin will retire after this
year.  He has served for many
yusrs in the Methedist ministry,
and since he expressed a desire to
i make his permanent home in Pell
Cily, citizens of every denomina-
tion as well ag members of Rev,

Heflin's church have expressed g
desire to have Moy Fiaflie ..
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FROM The old to the new . . .
7iews show the new and the old
A den zehnnd building. Last wenl

‘hange, the first change that has
con nrde in, some s y GY years,
ome say about 50 yem

In any cvent it has been o fong
ong time since childeen who at-
ended school at Fiden hod a
chance to walk Into a brand new
Anilding.

Bul that's what happened last
-eek when Professor B, Boles,
s Tive school taculty and just
ver 200 pupils lelt the old school
m Highway 78 and marched near-
y  mile to the recently c.mplet-
< school building on the site of
e old Inzer home,
Toe new six classroom ho ing
U about 80,0000 1n addition (o
X clasgreoms, the boilding has an
lice for the principal, u cufe-
erlin twhat  would  alid-timers
hink abont the yoong'urs eatin
iphtin the building?) an suditor-

See s acBn Jivie

Pei;‘.(':‘iiy. b

[Farm Boys Group
ITo Celebrate
National FFA Week

Futere Farmers all over Al

bama and sl over the nation wil

te next week  Februan
s NMatienal FFA Week 3
nnounced by Nick Lindsay, stat
A president, Oreville, Alabama
President  Lindsay  said  tha
ans have been released lo U
) Future Farmer chapters it
irbama for condueling the mos
borate celebration in the his
v of FFA, the world's arges
v boys organization. The FR/

the naticanl organization fo
oys xudying voeationul agricul
tire,

"I BELIEVE IN THE FUTURE
FFARMING” will be on Uk
sngues of FFA boys everywhen
wxl week. This statement was se
cted os the theme of 1949 FFA
Veek beeause it is the first seve
ards in their own FFA creed.
Individual FFA chapters wil
{Continued on Baek Page)

l:he Car And

(Second in a series of safety
articles)
New, high powered cars zjf
Jast on the concrete.
Fahoriousty, forrr men poeh g

out onto th
momaoentum,
Hng trot |,

¥

they bresk into a pw
me jumps under the heel, slipe
e gears into nesh, his out the
clutch L the aged ungine coughs
wesitntly to life all pile in,
the driver steps on it to ket himne
cfore ek catehes thembwithoul
ights .. ond all keep their fin-
gers  oro fed wgainst o einer-
feney—wilh no brakes thy could
wver Stop in time,

Some pget away wilh i
don't. Those who don't
vt or kill someone with
wense ol responsibility.

The restinrants whure fwe cat
inspected. "Fhe boildings we
work i are inspected. fhe cle-
valors we rvide are inspgeted. In-
peelion al every turn, flo assire
the public of at Jeast fminimum

. Some
usually
1 better

um, s torape oo {or hooks In
Jnoech e KENIRTHN
fountain, Yhere furnace
Booamore tolin” conl or prne Lot
v ostoke the heatery and dndoor
oilels,
Top view shows the old schonl
wilding.  Some say this building
vas first constructed in 1880, some
@y about the turn of the coentury
~—around 1900. In any event the
building is an ancient wne, was
WOrn ot aned oaat N .

prolection.
spication evearywl
exvept  wl

e, that s,
2 L brles  wref
concerned. Anyihing/ with  four
wheels and the mefins of trans-
tatings pasoline to nfolion van use
the highways--and 4l those ineel-
ing it have absolitely no assore.
ance thal such sf-called avtumo-
bile hos even théd minimum capa-
bility of contifl .|
The highwpd engineer wants to
put a grady/separation at a busv
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AR iad The Church Is People!

YOU ARE ALWAYS
WELCOME!

Schedule of Services

Sunday
8:30............ccciiu.....Worship
9:45 .................Sunday School
11:00.............c..v......Worship
6:00 .............Discipleship Training
7:00. ... .. ... .......Worship
NEW HOPE cschool and
6:15 ... .. .Preschool and Children’s Choir
7:00 (... . .. .Prayer Meeting

BAPTIST CHURCH 7:00. . ........ Mission Organizations for

Preschool, Children and Youth

Pell City, Alabama 35125 8:00 ... .. . "\ ... Adult Choir
338-2645
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open to those who are seeking the truth and

abundant life that is found in Jesus Christ.

A warm welcome is waiting for you at New
Hope Baptist Church. The doors are always



Froud of Che New Church Building. The membenship posed for hid photo in the gront of the nevly complefed
building 4n 1950, Rev. A.C. Phelldips was paston al the time.

Our thanks fo Haurine Rush Tox and Aan Ingram Davis fon thein hard work in typing the manusenipf fox thls book.



RS N,

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE
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PREFACE

It is with a great deal of satisfaction that we undertake the com-
piling and writing of an historical sketch of the New Hope Baplist
Church.

The idea came to me sevzral years ago when a young lad who lived in
Eden at the time, Dennis Robertson, was staying home from school one
day and had checked out a book from the library, Hlistorical Tales of
Talladega, by Grace Jemison. As he read the section on religion he
came to the name of New Hope Baptist Church as a member of the Coosa
River Association which met in 1834, He called me to ask if this
was New Hope of Eden., This news that the Church existed that far back
whetted 1y own appetite to investigate further. Before having the
opportunity to do much in that direction we were called to the pasto-
rate of Springville Baptist Church and did not get the project off
the ground, Returning now to the Mew Hope Church in 19771 we again re-
newed interest and begain this undertaking.

Since the records of New Hope Church were burned, we only have
them back to 1925. Up until this extensive search, the organizalional
date was given as 'in the 1BU0's" which was the oldest dote which conld
be established and this was more or less a guess.

Now that more information has been found we feel the manbership
and future generations will cherish the information we do hove.  As
you read you will discover however, that therc is much information <till
missing which may yet turn up at some fututre date which wiltl give Fight
to the already interesting and inspiring past of this great Church.

It is with humble gratitude that we recognize that many who have
helped us in the gathering of information without vhich this work would
have been an impossible task. To all who have contributed in any way
we say "THANKS'. We also recognize and acknowledge the following sources
From which much of this information was gleamed.

Minutes of Coosa Valley Association

Minutes of the Coosa River Association - Coosa River Baptist
Association OFfice - Talladega, Alabama .

MWinutes o»f Cahaba Valley Assoc. - Microfilm - Samford University

Hinutes of the St. Clair County Baptist Association

Wistory of Baptists in Alabama, by B, F. Riley

St. Clair News/AEgis

Ashville Baptist Church - A Historical Sketch, by Hattie Lou Crow

Historical Tales of Talladega, Paragon Press, Hon Lgomery, Ala,,
1959, by Grace Jemison

A Historical Sketch of the Springville Baptist Church, by Hrs.
Troy E. Taylor

Baptists in Alabama, by A. Hanmilton Reid

Central Baptist Church History, by Carol and Earl Massey

Records of the St. Clair County, Court Housec Probate Office,
Ashville, Ala.

In addition to these sources, we are indebled to many of our mom-
bers and friends who have been willing to share many incidences and
have given much helpful information regarding the history of our Church,
We recall the past only as a means of challenging us to a greater luture
in the work of our Lord. May this work be received as a lahor of love
and used as a challenge to greater things in the fulure of our Church.



PRESENT PASTOR - CURTIS £, RUSH

Curtis E. Rush is a native of North Georgia, having moved to
Alabama in the 1930's with his family, residing in Cullman County,
There, in 1941 he married Edith Winnell Buckelew. They have three
children, Edward, Margaret and Maurine. They now have two grandchildr
Sherri Rush, daughter of Edward and Bobbie Rush, and Leigh Amn Fox,
daughter of Jim and Maurine Fox.

"Upon this rock I will build my Church, and the gates
of Hell shall not prevail against it." Matthew 10:18

These words of Jesus have surely been true to New tHope Baptist
Church for she has been 'Kept by the Power of God' through the years.
Surely we can see the handwork of God in the labors of this Church
since she was founded long ago. Through these many years God has bujlt
and is building for himself a spiritual Church,

"You are the crown of my rejoicing...." St. Paul said to the
churches at Thessalonica.... you are our glory and joy." This is the
way this pastor feels about New Hope Churchi. You are my crown of joy.
It has been my priviledge to serve this wonderful Church for 9 years
once and then to return for a second time as pastor at the present
time,

I count it all joy to have had a small part in the making of
history, as well as in the compiling of this historical sketch of the

Hew Hope Baptist Church.
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BEFORE THE WHMITE MAN

To talk of the history of any part of these United States
of America, even a small community like Eden and Pell City, would
be incomplete without mention being made of the Indians. After
all, this was once their home. So a brief word about Eden and
South St. Clair County before the white man came.

It is hard to imagine Eden and surrounding area as nothing
but virgin forest, yet we know that not too many years ago it was
just that, The hills and valleys around here must have been a
favorite hunting ground for the Indians tiving up and down the
Coosa River Valley. That there were Indians near by, if not right
in Eden is a known fact. Several Indian villages are knowm to
have been located up in the Coal City, Broken Arrow Creek arca,
and Indian artifacts have been found in that arca.

One legend has it that there was a wealthy tribe of
Indians tiving in that area, and when the white man came and they
were being driven out, on the march to the reservation, that one
old chief took his young son and blindfolded him and led him down
a rough trail, over a hill and down a steep bluff, then inside a
dark cave. There he took off the blindfold and showed the tad a
room in the cave which contained many pots of gold. He then told
the lad ihat when he grew up that he could return to this place,
and if he could remember the way they.came, and find the cave, the
gold would be his. Many. years later the Indian |ad returned to
the area, set up a blacksmith shop, and was one of the best in Coul
City. Bul every opportunity he would go down toward the Coosa
River and search for the lost cave and the gold. If it was ever
found no one knows about it.

Cecil Barber, who told us this story, also told of an
old cave where he played as a boy, and where there were many signs
of the old Indian tribe in the ares.

As these Indians lived in their many villages, such as
Coal City, the Broken Arrow Creek, and the '"No Business Creck' tiey
no doubt found their way on many hunting tours of our Eden and Poll
City, Who knows but that there may have once been Indian Villages
in this area before white men settled it.




FARLY BEGINHINGS

Hew Nope Baptist Church, St. Clair County has been
affiliated with the Associational Organizations as far back as
we Inoy of these being any Associations of Churches in this
cowmntry, in reach of this church., It is From these records of
“ssnciational Meeting and their recorded minutes that we know any thing
about tew Hope Church at all in the early beginning of the Church,

The Coosa River Association of United Baptist was organized
Hooomber 8, 1833, There are no records of that First meeting, but
the second meeting was he'd at the Providence Meeting House; being
held on Chocenlocco from the [1th to the 13th of October, 1834, A
sermon introductory to business delivered by Brother Philip Archuor
Toom o laaiah A2 Chapter and Ist and 2nd verses.'" Jordan Williams was
clerk, and Leon Blythe was moderator; there were 229 members of
“hrrches forming the Association and the Following churches had
mesaongers present at the meeting:

Church Delegates Number of Members
Falla "ena Loab Lawler, John Lawler, B. Hadison L7
Procidence Wiltiam MeCain, T. Neal, and J. Ray 57
Fond Saring I. #Hill, L. Hurphey, and C. McGee 31
Fattazsrhatches Po o Archer, G. 1iT1, and J. Drennen 61
Cedar Spring 6. Blythe, J. Williams 10

ey Mope (St Clair Co.) W, G. Foster, Jo Hadden, T.M. Bell 23

flew Hope was received the second year of the Association.
Hiiz information definitely establishes the existance of the Hew Hope
Baptint Church as being in existence at the time, and ‘'t is very
possible that the three men who were essengers w0 the Associal'on
that year were Charter Members of the Church.

M intere:’ing article is written in Baptist in Alabama,
Ring and Boid, Printers. Phil. 1840, by llosea Holcomb, about this
weting,  Page 248 speaking of 1. srganizaiion of the Coosa River
Amsociation in 1824 v The numbor of churches was 170. The glorious
nosne! of the Redeomer, e humble servant prayer, the songs of Zion,
andwar wwops of the savs,e were heard in the same neighborhood. !
4. heir next meeting, they received Mew Hope Baptist Church in St,
Clair County, Forue-iy a member of the Hount Zion Association, but
united with the Coosa RiverAssociation ‘n 1834, "They have always,
unti] recently, beny a small band, Their number has increased consid-
wrably in the course of one sear. Elder William McCain labors with
them ia word and n doctrine. '

Rev, tieCain is listed in the minutes as one of four wministers
present a* the organizational me=iing of the Coosa River Association,
Hoveambar 8th, 1833, and at that time was Pastor of the Friendship
Lantist Church of the same Associa“ion. The Friendship Church did not
renort at he next meoting.,

6



EARLY BEGINNINGS

So we see that, like many of the primative churches. the
people who formed these early associations did so under great hardships,
traveled to the meetings over dangerous roads through the woods all lor
the purpose of propogating the beloved gospe! they preached. One of the
early ways that these churches communicated with each other was through
the “Circular Letter' which was written From one association to another,
These letters were in a way sermons expounding each other and encourag-
ing each other.

These early churches were not mere asscwblies of professing
Christians, who agreed to meet once a month, or oftener and attend to
formal round of ceremonies connected with religion. They were bands of
men and women whose hearts the Lord had touched, attracted by the Cross
to the cause of the Redeemer, They were set as lights in the world anrd
for the defuse and propogation of the Gospel. In this grand object they
took a most lively involvement in serving the Living Christ,

To establish the earliest record of the organizational datc
for the New Hope Baptist Church we rescarched all the records available
and the first record to give the date of organization was the Associa-
tional minutes of the Coosa River Baptist Association, At the annual
meeting dated 1853 the associational clerk asked all the churches to
please give the date their church was organized and these dates would
be printed in the next report of the Association. A photo copy below
shows a part of that minute in which the request was made,

COOSA RIVER ASSOCIATION

SPRING CREEK CHURCH,

IN SHELBY COUNTY, ALABAMA.

The Clerk of the Association would be glad if the Cleiks
of the Churches would state in their next Letters, when their
Churches were constituted, and with how many membera,

J. L. M. CURRY.
1953 M«,NZ:,

MONTGOMERY:

ADYERTILER AXD FTATE OAZEIVY. 19D QFFICY

1853.
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Typical old fashioned baptismal service. Rev. B.W. Inzen
An both photos baptizing in Wolf Creek. June 1946 § 1944.
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THE FIRST CIIURCH

In 1822 St. Clair was established and named after General Arthur
St. Clair; and tho f{irst counly seat was established at Ashville, Ala-
hama a Ltown named aller General John Ash. Just two years later in 1824
a small church vas ostablished with an humble begimning of five charter
members. The new church was called Hew Hope; Lhe roason for this name
we can only guoss. Thero was not another church established in the
area for many years, and this was, at the time, the only house of wor-
ship for this entire area. Churches wers like neighbors, few and far
between. Of the date and name, we are swre. OF tho location of this
first building, we have only the stories which have been handed down
from one generalion to another. Ouw loowledge comes from the {ollow-
ing story told by Rev. B. W. Inzer, wrilten in a lotter to Hrs. Pauline
Bakor and dated April 14, 1964,

AS T REMEHBER

"The oldest thing I ever heard about a church at Eden, Uncle
Foaly Stewart told me about 1935. He said "I use to walle down
liere when I was seven years old and older with.my Grandma Hullins.
Sho told me about the only churchh anyvhere in this area was
aboul where Jim Stevens built. Tt was logs and split logs and
Loards made the seats, windows and doors. They came here from
leods, west, Riverside, east, Sterretlt, gsouth, and from tho
big mountain to tho north. It must havo been largely Primitive
Daptist. OF cowrse the cometery was in pasture whon wo moved
liore in 1898,



