ST. C

BY JACK HOPPE
News ‘staff writer
ASHVILLE-PELL CIT Y,
Auvg. 7—Back in the horse ‘and

CLA

-buggy days, St. - Clair County.

was divided by a .chain : of
mountains, impassable during
bad weather, :
Thus, the county has iwo
county seats and two  court.
houses — the original county
seat at Ashville and’ one at
Pell City. : )
Since that time in the early
1960°s a “friendly argument”
has heen going on" ovey which
is the county seat, The “old-
limers in Ashville say, “We
are the county seaf, and Pel}

City’s courthouse js Second-- .

uy.” Pell City residents claim
‘There are two county seats,
wi everything is equal,”
Take your pick. Anyway, the
ounty has two courthouses
th equal functions.
Actually, thig county is the

only place in the state where
an elected official can choose
where to work., If g person
elected lives nearer Ashville
he ‘works primarily out of the
courthouse there. If he lives
bearer Pell City, his office is
in Pell City, Of course, al
officials spend part of the time
in both courthouses.

SEVERAL OTHER Alabama
counties have two courthouses,
but. the secondary courthouse
is known as a “mailbox™ one,
with all officials working out
of the main county seat,

St. Clair County is different.
The county is divided into iwe
districts for courthouse busi-
ness.

The Northern Distriet in-
cludes the Ashville Court-
house; the Southern Division
is_at Pell City,

If a law suit occurs in the
Northern District, all records
are maintained and the case

IR COURTHOUSE? W

is tried at Ashville, The same
applies for the Southern Divi-
sion at Pel} City.

TO FURTHER complicate
matters, when striking a jury
for all cases, jurors. are drawn
from the entire county.

“It sounds complicated,”
said Circait Clerk B, C. Banks,
“but after getting accustomed
te jt; it is very simple.”

Officials work out of -both
courthouse at one time or an-
other,

Cireuit Court is held at both
courthouses,”  Probate Judge
Hoyt Hamilton holds Probate
Court in Ashville on the first
Monday of each month and in
Pell City on the first Wednes-
day of each month. All the of-
ficials make frequent trips
from one courthouse to the
other.

Both do about the same
amount of business,

100

THE ORIGINAL courthouse
at Ashville was construeted in
1830, the present one being
buill in 1847. Tt was remodeled
last year with an ultra-modern
interior at a cost of $270,000,
The present courthouse at Pell
City was built in 1955, the orig-
inal one being built in 1902.

ONE:

Ashville prid
old records stil
the basement
house, “We 1
records dating
year 1818, sai¢
a miracle that
stroy the wos
years past.”

Hearingécaﬂed on plum}_:

Sen. Larry Dumas of Jeffer-
son has called a pubiic hearing
for 1 p.m. Monday in the Com-
mission Chamber at the', Feffer- . )
Courthouse ost g Sen-|Would Increase
new regulations|of the plumbing ;

son County
ate bill to set

for the Plombing Boar; of In-
spection.
The bill, introduced by : Sen.

John Tyson

tions of more

than 150,000
Dumas said

the bill an ennarhimite #al

of Mobile, : would
effect all counties with nopula-

he wanted o give
persons who favored or opposed

[ LIRS DAY TENN

Icuss it before he

'the Senate floor.

! Major provisio,

the present $2.2
2 maximum of $4,:
board to hire leg:
!to limit the maste
!tiﬁcate holder to
of $20,000 of busine
six months, $100,0
Six ‘months and un



" PELL CITY COURTHOUSE BUILT
... Claim to be an equal county se

» BUILT AT ASHVILLEIN 1847, REMODELED LAST Y
Regords in basement date back fo 1819

s






~ BY CAROL PAPPAS . -

The City Council of Pell City

“heard a" ‘proposal- .Monday
- night--that a _portion of the
courthouse . lawn fronting on
Cogswell Avenue be converted
into a parking lot,’but took no
action on the matter.. . -
Lamar Williamson, general

manager of ‘radio - station.

' WFHK, said. he was ‘making

the: proposal -on behalf of a
number: of -local .merchants:

-who had suggested the'idea to -
him. . . - :

Courthouse Lawn 20

““1t-could be "c}ibné’\‘vhile—,this’ ~
renovation work is - going .on.

and’  would .. provide some.

. much;n'eede'd- parking fspj{zce," .

hesaid. . N S
~ Councilman Bam Cox said
he would hate to “mess.up the

lawn,” bBut Mayor "Hugh -
~:Williamson said” he liked the

idea.

think it -“could’ be - made
attractive and-could serve a
good . purpose,” ' the: Mayor
said, . ..o o L
- “Councilman Cox retorted, ““
don’t: think ‘T've ever.seen a

- -pretty-parkinglot.” " -

ontinued'on Page 2 * - -
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"‘Speéking for .':,niyseif,.. T

Courthouse-—— L

i‘oniindedfrom Page1
"The council made no further -
comment.and took no action

_ on the proposal.

In other - -business, the

council adopted an ordinance
cencerning non discrimination -
in the area of housing to
cdmplyy,with‘ Housing and
Urban. Development require-
ments. .. o

.Ken.Groves of Cobb,. Adams

* and Benton; the city planners, .

said the .ordinance’s purpose
is to show “‘good:faith” in the
- city’s  non  discrimination:
policy. .. » .

* ! The council agreed unani-

mously to adopt the ordi--
nance. . S
Charlie Goodwin; eaptain of -

. the Emergency Rescue Squad -
I based in_Pell: City, appeared
]

before.the council to thank the
city for. its. past support of: the
organization. ..and . to . ask
approval.for its ‘annual road--
block, May g:and 7. -
. The roadblock is to help:pay

. for bills ithe rescue squad

iowes; Goodwin:said, “and.we -
.owe quite'a few.” S
4 .»Mayor:~ Hugh. - Williamson

*said he was.against having it :

at. particular weekend. be-’

" ‘cause it is- the date for. the

Winston 500'in Talladega, and -

~ . there would be a lot of traffic.

©.He- suggested . that the

- weekend of May 13 and 14.

~would be a better time and:the "
. council “approved , the .date -
unanimously. S

Councilman. “Bam' - €ox
added -that' the limit for
roadblocks is one per year and

- the rescue squad’s would be
that one. ..

Goodwin. also.asked for two
loads of chert to fill the ditch
where land'is washing out in

- front " of “the squad’s head-
quarters. building, and Mayor
Williamson -said the council
would see to it that Goodwin
gets the chert.

- Councilman Forrest Walls -
suggested that the council look

into renting “lights for the
tennis courts, a-plan similarly
discussed, -by . ‘Ashville., City
Council last week. - .. Ao

The cost of renting lights
was quoted at $85 per month,;
-and Councilman Walls added

‘thot tho rhanmact Tabafe L.



Lamar wiliamson, general -

_manager -of -radio ' station.
* WEHK,. said he' was ‘making
“the. proposa] on behalf of a
_number- of ‘local .merchants:

-who. had suggested theridea to -

him.

s 3 ceuld be: done whxle thls;.

renovatmn work is: gomg on

“‘Speaking for - myself,.

“think . it could’  be made

attractive and-coiild ‘serve a

-good . purpose " the Mayor

said. :
Councxlman Cox retorted “1
dont think T've’ ever seen a

—pretty -parking-lot.””
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anu benwI; tne CILy pianners,. .
said - the ordmance S purpose
is to show ‘‘good:faith’ in the
city's  non dxscrlmmatlon:
pohcy ] :

The. council agreed unam-‘
mously to adopt the ordl-'
hance. -

Charlie Goodwm captam of -
the Emergency Rescue Squad -

! based in Pell: City, appeared
| before:the council to thank the

city for. its. past support of. the
organization.-.and .to . ask
approval.for its. annual road--
block, May 6:and 7. - - )
The roadblock is to- help pay.

. for bills 'the "rescue. squad

. 1OWeS; Goodwm :said, “and we -
owe. quxte afew.” .
wMayor:" "Hugh. - Wllhamson

id he was against having it -

‘fthat partlcular weekend: be:

cause it-is- the date for. the .
Winston 500‘in Talladega, ‘and -
there would be a lot of traffic.
He suggested - that the
weekend of May 13. and: .14
“would be abetter time and:the .

. council approved the date

unanimously.

Councilmar: “Ba_m'f- Cox .
added -that: the limit for
roadblocks is che per year and
- the rescue squad’s would be
that'one. .

Goodwin. also:asked for ,two;
loads of chert.to fill the ditch
where land:is. washmg out in
front of the: squad’s - head-
quarters building, and Mayor
Williamson ‘said the council
would see to it that Goodwin
gets the chert, .
" Councilman Forrest Walls -
suggested that the council look
into renting .lights for the =
tennis courts, a plan similarly
discussed .. ‘by . Ashvxlle Cxtyf
Council Iast week .-

The cost “of rentmg hghts

~ was quoted at $85 per morith,

-and Councilman Walls added:
that.the cheapest hghtmg bxlls
the . courts had- were “in -
" December and: January, for-
$100 .

4o

Ed Ash of the Ash Agency
presented a resolution: accept- -
“-ing'the dedlcatlon of stréets in
“the'Huntingridge Subdxvxslon :
Councilman - Cox" said - the'
council ‘could “not accept the.
dedication before the prOJect .
had’ been completed :

neil: d1d agree to
“install_ street: lightsat each
eo’rner and" on; the c1rcle o







EARLY COURTHOUSES OF ALABAMA PRIOR TO 1869

-Edited by The National Bociety of the
Golonial Dames of Amerieca in the State
of Alabams

3t. Clair County

Sts Clair County was one of fifteen counties created at the first Alabama’
Territorial session November 1818, at St, Stephens. The new county was named
in honor of General Arthur St. Clair, an American Revolutionary War of ficer
from Pemnsylvania,

In the one hutidred forty-six year history of the county, eight changes have
been made in the courthouses Prior to 1822 the first courts were held at 0ld
Town, four miles south of Ashville, present county seat, It was a sturdy, well
built log house,

Philip Coleman laid off a.town in 1822 and named it S5t. Clairsville, He
sold it to five county commissioners in 1823 (or 1822) when the name was
Changed to honor John Ashe, ohe of the first settlers, and second senator
to the State Legislature.

John Ashe, his father-in~law, Thomas Newton, a Presbyterian minister, and
their families were in a caravan going westward into the new territory when
one of John Ashe's young daughters died and had to be bured at this point.
They decided to go no further, John Ashe is bured at Liberty Presbvterian
Church within sight of the house he builf soon after he entered the land in
1819,

The second courthouse, first to be built in Ashville, was a temporary log
building on the southeast corner of the present courthouse sguare, when a drug
store now stands, 'The next, third, set of justice was also a log building, ap-
parently the premanent structure planned by the five commissioners who bought
the site, the present town square, from Philip Coleman,

The ledger of Littleton Yarbrough leaves an excellent, detailed account of

the fourth courthouse, built in 1844-18L5, on the town square in the center

of the Town of Ashville, Mr. John Yarbrough who loaned the account book for
this description lives in the ancestral home built by Littleton Yarbrough, his
great grandfather %n 1825, southeast of Ashville on the Greensport Road,

Mre Yarbroughfincluded other interesting records in his ledger such as a- .
coroner's jury decision on the death of a male resident, found dead on the road -
side on a very cold January night, and a good "receipt" for a hot Tom and Jerry,

First entry on building of the courthouse states, "We commenced laving
brick on the cort house 23 Oets 18Lk4." He lists names of ten men, the amount,
and for what each was paid, i.e.: "Paid Willis Cox for lumber, cash 7110,

Also, "Paid Campbell Jefferson, 1BLL-18L5, 1350,7¢ for laying of the trick,!
Mr, John Yarbrough says the bricks were handmade right on the courthouse square.
To build corthouse jn Ashvills, which has 155,640 bricks, I am to pay Camball
Jefferson two dollars and 50 cents per thousand, Mr, Stanly, A. Csy vlasters
the cort house for $19. Settled in full June liy, 18L5, L. Yarbrough,"



The portlon constructed with the 155,6l0 bricks in the twowstory center

square (see picture) with a bell tower and two large chimneys and a facade with
& roof over a simple stoop. New additions made in 1886 was the occasion for the
picture showns At this time additions were a two-story wing at each snd, -
depth of one room, which added four new rooms, Ths tall gentleman at the far
right of the picture standing on the steps was James Alden Embry, circuit solice
itor, at the time the picture was made, :

Extensive changes have been made during the years of 1911, 193k, and 196),

As a result, the courthouse now has a handsome facade facing south.with sixteen
windows and two doors and an impressive portico. Across the wide verandaare
four fluted;_two—story, Borie columns, supporting-a pediment in which there is a
town clocks A second-story door opens onto a governor's balcony directly over

~ the first floor double door in the center of the portico, '

Infﬁﬁairiage"Book - 1818," the first license granted was to Joseph Hill and
Sarak: Davidson, December 30, 1818, the Security signed by John McColum,

The first deed-and will are recorded in the same book, Book A=1/2-Misc,,

begins with Deed of Conveyance, 3olomon Brigman to John Looney, on 10th day
October, 1829, Testators, Oliver Loomey and John Brigman., The will is the last
will and. testament of Solomon Deerman, -An abstract follows: State of S Cuy
Darlington District "I Solomon Dearman I lend unto my beloved wife Mary 450
acres; fresly give to them my 13 children," dated August 13, 1805, Witnessed by
William Mayhan, William Johnson, Selomon Dearman. The will was presented in
1823 for probate by Richard Dearman, executor, ‘

The last will and testament of Peggy Pathkiller, wife of Cherckee Chief .
Pathkiller, is recorded in Estate Hecord B, page 65, dated: Pathkiller ¥erry on
the Coosa Hiver, Cherokee Nation, the 13th day of January, 1829: "I, Peggy
Pathkiller of Turkey Town by the blessing of Providence being sound in health
but now far advanced as it is ordained by the great will and Testament and dise
pose of my property in the following manner to my disecendents, to wit. " To her
five daughters, two grandsons, and one niece she bequeathed a total of thirteen
negro slaves; ber house, furniture and plantation to her youngest daughter,
Janny Mariah, and her two children who lived in the same house with her, To
this she made her mark, X, which was witnessed by John Ridge, sworn to hefere
John Hy Garrett, JCU, the 13th day of March, 1633, The will was recorded March .
1L, 1833, Chief Pathkiller is burkd in the Garrett Cemetery, Centre, Alabama,"
but the burial place of Peggy is not recorded, '

Men first to serve the county were Archibald Sloan, postmasters; the liever=

end James L. Lewis, pastor of the Baptist church in 1831; Jamss Hardwick, state
representative 1819; David Conner, senator and representative of his county at
the first Alabama Convention and a signer of the Alabama Gonstitution August 2
1819. Five state superintendents of education came from St. GClair, one of whom .
was Leroy Franklin Box, and one governor, Rufus W, Cobb, both born in the county,

Ste Clair has two courthouses, one in &shville and ome in Pell City. The
latter is the southern county seat which was divided effectively in early days
by Beaver Cresk Mountains., The town was incoporated in 1890 by Pell City Iron
& Land Company and named for the president, George He Pell, of New York. Sumter
Cogswell of Charleston, South Carolina, sold the land to the company in 1890 for
$50,000 and bought it back ten vears later for $5,000, He donated lands for
churehes, schools and public buildings; served his community for a number of
torms as mayors .



Sumter Cogswell 1926 - 1944

ASY

W.T. Starnes 1944 - 1952
Joe Kilgroe 1952 ~ 1960

In 1903, Dr. R.A. Martin, ayoung physician came to Pell City to make his home and
began the general practice of medicine. Dr. Martin was instrumental in the promotion of
gseveral sub-divisions, and was one of its most public spirited and leading citizens, con-~
tributing much to the welfare and the upbuilding of the city.

iﬁln 1901 an election was held to locate a courthouse on the South side of Backbone
Mountain, which is the geographical division of St. Clair County. Pell City, Eden Coal
City, and Riverside entered into competition to have the courthouse located in their
respective towns. Pre-election activities were hot. A heated campaign was waged by each
fraction. 1In the election, held November 6, 1901, Pell city won by about 600 majority
over all. Sumter Cogswell then donated block 26 for the erection of the courthouse and
jail. County court is held here each month, Judge M.W. Forman of Ashville being the presiding
officer of the county at the present time. The home of Probate Judge Abner Lacey was located
on this present court house site. Home of Col. Spears was a log house. A term of Circuit
Court is held here twice each year. Judge Rayburn of Gadsden and Judge Disque of Gadsden
being the present Judges of this Curcuit. The peace officers ofthe county at the present
time are: Ira Davis, Sheriff, R.F. Alverson, Pell City Chief Deputy. Since the location
of the courthouse here, naturally several attorneys made Pell City their home. The leading
members of the local bar at the present are Frank B. Embry, W.T. Starnes and W.A. Weaver
and Edwin Holladay.

As the town thrived more stores continued to locate in Pell City. Mr. H.B. Guy, who
for years previously had done bﬁsiness in a large department store, located at Eden, removed
his business to Pell City. At that time Mr. Guy's store was the largest and most modern
store between Birmingham and Anniston. During the year 1902 several county roads were
opened up. Among them being one going northwest from Pell City, connecting with the 01l1d
Vandergrift Road. " During the next year road building continued, one going from Pell City
due north to Coal City and one from Pell City to the Coosa Valley section.

As the town grew the need was felt keenly for modern and up to date church and school
buildings. Mr. and Mrs. Cogawell donated land for church sites to the Methodist, Baptist
and Episcopal denominations. Also land for church sites to the colored denominations.

Now other churches, The Church Of The Advent and The Church Of Christ have been organized.
Mr. Bays D. Cather, Sr. gave the following information to Mrs. Ella Miller who wrote to
him asking for this information for the First Methodist Church here. "When I moved to
Pell City in January 1902 there was no church or Sunday School.

If you remember correctly, my printing establishment was at first located in a building
that stood back of the present Pell City Drug Co., building.

The first Sunday School was a Union Sunday School and was organized by Mrs. Carol

Alverson, and myself, and we had help from Mr. W.H. Miller, Mr. Fred Miller and from mgnhy
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Jdents witinn tieids they serve.

m-_'.:f"'ﬂ‘ .

Jnew. St.” Clair. County courthouse
‘lal Pell. Cxty were happy mdeed

All parents of Pell City High
School” students are invited to at-
tend the_Carger Day program.

SET. Fox‘qebucmion.

New. ounfy.

thie L

Courthouse .

hest " , 3 =98
Occupred
County- employees and employee§

of various 'state and federal agen
cies . who ‘are to be housed in the

this week. .’ ...
They started movmg in yester—
day.. Most. of them are ship-shape
and :ready_for business today.
In addition to probate offices,
sheriff's office,  office of tax col.
. Continved To Back Page

vrad ddURILCG U 4 Bcdl L dlidtn,
" He was first elected Tax ‘Collec-
tor of St. Clair, then Probate Judge.
At the time of his death he was
Director of U. S. Savings Bond
sales for Alabama and President of
the Ashville Savings Bank.. -
Judge Adkins has been a guiding
influence and a political leader in
the Republican party for K many
years. He was for many years
Chaxrman of the; St.; (‘laxr-County
Repubhcan Executive: Commxttee
was a membervof the Republican
National Committee, a place he re-
signed to take his present job. He
was a delegate to the Republican
National Convention in 1952, first
cast his vote for the late Senator
Taft, later sw:tched to General
Eisenhower.
After the electlon of Presxdent
Eisenhower, Judge Adkins became
one of the most influential Repub.
licans in the South, was instru-
mental in selting .up GOP patron.
age in Alabama and. elsewhere.
Continued To Back Page

postoffice officials h
sulted in regard to |

Springyille PT
Will Meet Ne
Monday Nigh

The Springville P.
‘have their regular 1

‘day’ night February.

time ‘Fathers:Night’ 1
ved. T

The program, unde
tion of W. F. Windh
duled to begin at 7:3(
lunchroom at Sprin

School.

Mrs. John ‘Hall Jone
chologist, of Birming
the guest speaker. A F
tet will be featured on
program and special el
is also scheduled for
ren, )

This meeting was p
for February 14 but w:

+ - First Section .

FIRST SECTION

until next Monday nig
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BY BOB HAWIKINS
News staff wvi,ter
PELL CITY, Marely 8—Every four
years when the sap starts vising, politicians
burn up the roads,  ‘jamming candidate
cards ‘with their plct Aures -on them into

every sereen . door in, Lhe. countrysxde
St. Clair County roads are taking am

awlul beating by a whole passel runming for

“a- job in the cour,thouse. Inferior . Court
Judge Buck Rowe a.llﬁady has one, but he
wants to move down the hall mto the
sheriff’s officg, Sher xff Red Wood is- deter-

mined to keep Rowe just where he is, and a.

couple of others wa 1t to send both back to
the. farm.

CTHAT'S THE WAY it is in 67 counties
in the Camellia State but here in St. Clair
where the state’s 1lower won't grow, the
politicians are bloonaing out all over.

Tax Collector slse Scott breathed 'a
sigh.of ‘relief on gualifying deadline day

when nary a soul .came out against him. -

“This lack of opposition didn’t shock anyane,
because Scott, a humble gentleman, is a
virtual tiger at the polls. Even the
Republicans have no stomach for ‘tangling

YR A R

oli itici mns

dresse‘r, and kept hig haﬁ‘ds in Montgom-
ery’s hip pocket to build yp county farm-to-

market roads. Judge Forman had an
uncanny knack for getting things done. Not
that' he didn’t have enémies, He .did. .But he
hung in there till his pro ,cts were finished.

TTmugh a familiar: sxght on a big c1ty

_country club golf course, Judge Forman

could spit and whittle with the couniry
store set, too.:

Last November dmves of voters pulled
the elephant’s snout and the Republicans
made a clean sweep of everything available
in the courthouse. French Whitten, not long
removed from Cumberland Law School,
was elected circpit judge on the GOP ticket
i a landslide which left even him speech-
less, However, lawyers in the district seem
satistied with his conduct on the bench, if
not with his distaff polifics.

When the lawmaking mtelhgencxa split.
up the state at the Supreme Coaurt’s
direction, St. Clair was put in a district
with Blount and Marshall Countjes. Blount
and St. Clair have comparable voting
populations, but Marshall could put both
down in a showdown. Two from Marshall
and one each from"St, Clair and Blount are
in tho wimnino fnr Senate Since Marshall
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BY BOB HAWIKINS
News stafl witer
PELL CITY, March B—Every four
years when the sap starts rising, politicians
burn up the roads, jamming candidate
cards with their -pictures -on them into
gvery screen.doar in. Lhe .countryside. -
§t. Clair County roads arve taking an

awhil beating by a whole passel running for ’

a- job in the courihouse. . Inferior . Conrt
Judge Buck Rowe already has one, but he
wants to move down the hall into the
sheriff’s office. Sheriff Red Wood is deter-

mined to keep Rowe just where he is, and a.

couple of othérs wani to send both back to
the. farm.

THAT'S THE WAY it is in 67 counties
in the Camellia Stale, but here in $t. Clair
where the state’s flower won't grow, the
politicians are bloonaing out all over.

~ Tax Collector Alse Scoti breathed "a
sigh “of -relief on gualifying deadline day

when nary a soul «came out against him. -

“This lack of opposition didn’t shock anyane,
because Scott, a hwmble gentleman, is a
virtual tiger at the polls. Even the
Republicans hgve no stomach for tangling
with him. ;

St. Clair is divided in the middle by a
mountain ridge that iegius in Pennsylvania
and plays out -ai Birmingham. ‘But: to the
majority on the soulh side the other half
miglhit as well be in Pennsylvania. Ashville
and - Pell City seldorn iake eyes at each
other, althongh some- shrewd politician in a

past. generation saw.ip it that both towns

got a courthouse .
Some years ago: a candidate ‘with one
eye on economics and the other ‘in the

clouds ran on the premise that if elected:

he'd do away with -one of the courthouses.
He didn’t get elected and was lucky to get
out of the campaign with his life. There
hasn’t been anyone in the past two:decades
to aention such. a  thing, even in the
contines of his own home.

THE POTENTATE of St. Clajr politics |

. hung up the gloves awhile back. Venerable
Ward Forman of Springville, a buffer zone
5 The oblique of Pell City and Ashville,
relired as probate, judge after a guarter
century. He was and still is 2

_country club golf

apper’

St. Clair County

dresser, and kept his haids in Montgom-
ery’s hip pocket to build up county farm-to-
market roads. Judge Forman had an
uncanny knack for getting things done. Not

that he didn’t have enémies, He did. But he

hung in there till his projects were finished.

‘Though. a familiar sight on a big city
course, Judge Forman
could spit and whittle with the couniry
store set, to0o.: L -

Last November droves of veters pulled
the elephani’s snout and the Republicans
made a clean sweep of everything available
in {he cayrthouse. French Whitten, not long
removed from Cumberland Law School,
was elected circuit judge on the GOP ticket
in a landslide which left even him speech-
less, However, lawyers in the district seem
satistied with his conduct on the bench, if
not with his distaff politics. .

When the lawmaking intelligencia .split
up the state at the Supreme Court’s
direction, Sf. Clair was put-in a district
with Blount and Marshall Counties. Blount
and St. Clair haye comparable voting
populations, but Marshall could put both
down in a showdown. Two from Marshall
and one each from'St. Clair and Blount are
in' the running for Senate. -Since Marshall
and St. Clair have tremendous backwater
tourist attractions and' industry-hawking
possibilities, candidates from these fwo are
going all out in a stand against ‘water
pollution, o _ .

AUBREY CARR of Marshall co-au-
thored the anti-polltion bill, but St. Clair's
entry, Roy Coshatt, says he'll go up. to
Marshall and “gut-anti-pollution’  Carr.
Carr is an undertaker, Coshatt an optome-
trist. .

The job as corvoner of St.
hogging the sideshow this

Clair is
trip. Both

-candidates are considered affluent individu-

als, but both are rupning like they didn’t
have a grain of salt in the house.” '
Incumbent Jimmy Davis, a cobbler hy
trade, is a rotund, good-natured indjvidual
who said he was surprised that druggist Bob
Hall would come out against him, Hall says
Davis is needed full-time in the shee shop.
Bach is sympathetic toward the ‘other,
and most volers may play “eenie, meenie,
minne, mo” before pulling the lever.
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modem new :courthouse as hund-
‘reds of vxsxtors from out of the
fcounty and -additional hundreds
of St Clau' .residents will see it
‘Saturday when the building is for:
mally dedlcated to. public service.
-Probate Judge M. W. Forman, and
County Commxssxoners W. A Cole-

Sbt vCléir County’s béautiful and| 1

man, W. D. “Boss” Wllklns, W H
“Bill” Hess and Ed. N. Peace and
the people of St. Clair County
will be hosts at the dedication pro:
gram. (A photo of Ed N.. Peace,
fourth County Commlslsoner ‘was
not available.) - . ‘
Governor James E. Folsom w1ll
deliver the dedlcatxon address. Um~

ted States Senator Llster H111 has
accepted an mvxtatlon ‘as hag Ken-
neth Roberts, Fourth Dlstnct Con-
gressman. Senator John Sparkman
had to decline an 1nv1tatmn be-|
cause of business in Washmgton
-The -program -will :start at 10
o'clock Saturday morning with an
hour.long mspectxon of ‘the new

ges,

building: The: guesi
in thecircuit dou
©o’'clock for' the de
by Governor Folsor

Pat Roberson wi.
of the program and
ceremonies, Memb
bama Supreme -Cou
County - Coni




seinble
at. 11
speech

charge
ister of
e Ala.
te Jud-

s and|

members of Boards of ™ Revenue
from every courity in Alabama have
been mailed invitations. Judge For-

man ‘will introduce a numb{er _of
guests and Judge Frank Embry will
introduce- members of The Sup-
reme Court and other members of

the Alabama Bar whb__ attend the

program
Arrangements have been made
to set up a pubhc address _sys-

tem - inside. the courtroom so those
unable to get i the' courtroom will
be able .to hear the speeches and
mtroductxon of the guests.

A large number\ of busmess hou-

house workers have asked that as
many flowers as possxb]e be sent
F‘ridqy 50, ,they »may be pla‘c‘ed
throughout the buxldmg before the
program starts. o 'v L

FEATE TWR AT AN -




BY EDMUND B»LVAIR

THE WHITE FOLKS
Ex GOT CHEATED

Followmg a trlp to New York and

: Most of -you who have studxed
your hxstory books -even a httle, if
_not-carefully, have knowledge that
old Papa Peter, Stuyvesant fraded
ther Indxans $24' and a few gallons
of hooch for Manhattan Island

Now m_those days 1t lmght have
: ‘a° { and square deal
__‘to‘ Old Pete ‘and _his -advisers. in
“fact we- feel sure that-in giving
‘the small sum of 24 bucks plus a
antxty of moonshme, Peter Stuy-




e Saturday is. the

'courthouse in Pell
service. . _

" Weather permitting a huge crowd
is expected. Judge M. W. Forman
-county comm1ssmners and the peo-
ple of St. Clair will be hosts on
‘Dedication Day:

- Built and eq\upped at a cost of
$600,000 the new pubhc buﬂdmg
has been inspected by archltects
-and’builders from vayrious parts of
'Alabama and other states All say
‘it is the most modern and fmest
building . of: 1ts kmd in- the entn'e
South

Governor James E Folsom wﬂl
‘head the list of celebrities expect-
éd. for the dedlcatlon. Governor
‘Folsom has ‘sccepted an invitation
.to dehver the dedlcatxon;speech
- Others who have accepted: 1nv1ta-

tlons are Senator Lister: Hill; Con—
an Kenneth Roberts, mem—

day when St Clalr Countys fme,.modern
Clty will: be formally

’condmoned for both . summer and

dedlcated to- ‘.pubhc

“winter weather, has indirect hght—
ing and an’ mter&ommumcatmn
system to: all® prmcxpal oiflces.i )
The - program will start at 10
o’clock Saturday mormng Guests
will inspect the courthouse’ al
assemble in: ‘the third ﬂoor court-
room- for the formal program.

mstalled -S0. those unable to- get
_1n51de wﬂl be able fo" hear the
program from the: 'utsxde and other
parts of the: bulldmg

- The - ﬂa<T you . wﬂl see atop the.
-flagpot Saturday once - flew over
the - Natlonal capltal in - Washing-
ton. It-was procured to fly. over
‘the-St.. Clalr County courthouse by
-Congressman Kenneth Roberts. ‘

~Martin Lide ‘of Blrmmgham de-
| signed. the ‘building. R. P Hender—
son”and Son, Pell Cit “contractors
dnd buxlders were gen

trantare

A public ‘address system will: he 3

%



