et
Dale Jolley stands beside a ‘‘breezie,” which is not a Wright Brothers port.
replica, but an open craft in which rides are sometime given at the air-
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PELL CITY BASEBALL TEAM—Looking like they stepped right out of the movie Field of Dreams the 1936 Pell
City Baseball Team inciuded (1-r, front) bat boys Freck Smith and Tiny Freeman, (second TOW) Frank Simp s
Henry "Toats” Casper, 1.Z. Patterson, "Lefty” Walker; (third row) Maxie Davis, Henry Dickey, Dee Brodgens, Ray
Skelton, Ed Blair; (last row) Elmo Riley, Flossie Gallups, Norman Smith, John "Nig" Alverson, Martin Pattcrsomn, aiu

W .J. Vinson.
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) Floyd Day

'RAGLAND ROUNDBALLERS—This 1929 Ragland Basketball team consisted of (front row, -t
Mr. Hand (coach), Fabert Davis, and Manley Hare.

Joe Brown Robinson, (back row) Calvin Ruby,

PRINGVILLE BASEBALL—This early picture of this Springville_basgball team was made in the early 19(

#The:men are unidentified. Do you know who they are?
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By CINDY WARNER

s News-Aegis News Editor

T RAGLANDNational Cement

“has been the heart and life’s blood

for the town of Ragland for 83

~years. In fact, the giant structure is

one of the first things visitors and
sesidents see when they come into
e fown. o
¢ company has changed
ership several imes through the

ars, but one thing is for certain. It

as always played a very important
art of the town’s history.

ecords show construction of the
ompany began in 1909, Walt
rown is credited for being very in-

trumental in getting the company
settle in the town of Ragland.

~ The doors of the company actu-
ally opened on July 18, 1910. At

that time, the company’s name was

 Atantic and Gulf Portland Cement
_Company. The owners Wwere
William  Shaffer and Charles
_Adamson of Pennsylvania.
 Records show that in Feburary
1914, the company was in financial
trouble and was in bankruptcy
court. The property was purchased
at that time by G. Ransom and
Minnic Hartman of  Baltimore,
faryland. They changed the name
, Coosa Portland Cement Com-

Cement plant is the heart

In 1922, the name was again
changed to the present name. of Na-
tional Cement after George E.
Nicholson and Ralph E. Nicholson
purchased the plant.

The plant was forced to close its
doors for a period of time during the
Great Depression, but it was up and
running again in 1935.

There are not many records

detailing the activity of the business

for that point, but in 1961 another
change of ownership occured. This
time the owner was Woodward Iron
Company.

‘In 1966, National Cement fell
under the authority of the Mead
Corporation during an exchange of
stock. -

The present OWRErS, Vicat,
bought the plant in 1974. They also
purchased another plant located in
Lebec, California.

Vicat is a name truly
synonymous with the cement in-
dustry. ' ,

In 1812, the Frenchman Louis
Vicat, was commissioned to build a
bridge at Souillac on the River Dor-
dogan. At the time the river was
subject to severe flooding and had
eroded to the rock bed.

Because Napoleon’s Russian
Campaign had drained the French

finances, Vicat was left with ample
time to study how he would con-
struct this bridge and what material
he would use. : ‘ '
“Vicat’s studies led to the creation
of what is today known as Portland
Cement. He did not patent his crea-
tion as he wished to make the
benefit of his research available to
all industries. ‘

Today, Vicat's invention is stilt
being used to build bridges, but ce-
ment is also a very important com-
ponent of buildings and roads.

Company officials said National
Cement has become one of the most
efficient cement producers in the
industry by utilizing the most
modern equipment available in the
world.

National Cement’s contributions
to the town of Ragland are also im-
pressive.

Mayor Gary Daffron, who also
happens to be one of the companies
125 employees, said the town’s
operating budget greatly depends
on National Cement.

During the snowstorm a couple
of weeks ago, the company’s impor-
tance once again became very evi-
dent. The company graciously turn-
ed over their equipment for the
emergency crews to use to clear the

-streets.
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CK QUARRY--These men took time out from their back-breaking work at the rock quarry in Colliné Sprmg

e.tﬂyeen Ragland and Coal City in 1930 to pose for this picture.

! CEMENT PLANT LAB—This
. - interior shot of the cement plant 12
» —— ctures 1. Mitchell Thomburg and
,  Paul Strieth hard atwork. e

EARLY CEMENT PLANT
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3Y WARNER
gis News Editor

years progress_edition of
Nair News-Aegis is a little
: from progress editions of

year’s issue features
1 photos of the county. The
iind the section was simply:
how far you have progress-
| have 1o look at where
been. As you can sec, things
janged drastically in places
jed the same in others.
staff at the paper has worked
wrd to make this section a
- However, it would never , L ~
een possible without all of BOY SCOUT DUTY—Pete Rich, left, and "Sonny" Brown are pictured
p we received from several ~ during their younger days as boy scouts helping Avondate Mills deliver fruit
" They not only loaned us baskets. _ = T
jery precious ‘and valuable ‘
s, but they graciously took
ime to tell us the history
the photogra hs. Without
ssponding to our plea for pic-
we would have never been
o put this special issue
er. o
ery special thanks goes to the
ing people: Guin Robinson,
DeGaris, Polly Lamar,
spe  Simpson, Joe Whitten,
; Stewart, Mildred Hardwick,
~ Abercrombie, Carolyn and
‘Hall, Buddy Eiland and
ma Power, Rubye Sisson and
ce Stone.
ice would not permit us 1O
all of the pictures we had turn-
o us and for that we apologize. Hours:

iish we could have used all of
ictures, because they were all Sun. 11 PM-12 AM

i(:ngul.h - M-Thur.

»-do ho ou enjoy the sec- i} 49

Please fe?t 3\{xs kno{avywhat you 10:30 ?M 12:00 AM
4 we Fri. & Sat.

. It was a lot of fun an , ‘ ‘ D
10:30 PM-2:00 AM e -

tdo it again.

ry few hours. In tact, o
cold cuts to free fixin's. ;
Paks _
fresh—inside & out !

s
i

Our bread's baked fresh eve
all our ingredients are fresh -— from
Hot Sandwiches, Salads & Kids

Whichever Subway sub you choose, we make it
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Still  re
devastating
major disas
area, and f:
financial
million in ¢
alone, the
towns of Pe
are anxiou
from Wasl
after Gover
formally fi
President
Clair Count

The disas
is a nece
obtaining n
funds and
area’s disa:

_ ° Governor
Moments After Twister Struck filed the re
official da
was made
mayors, al
state Civil

Congress!
the Observ
office had
Manning Disaster Headquarters- Disaster .

Washington
(he necess:
received, W

Human Needs First Concern =i

figible |
be emgjstrat;

Of These Dedicated Workers e

BY . . ; ;
\th Y%UGUSTLEH noticed in the wake of last special assistance than we have
Although clegy E Friday’s tornado  which seen sofar,” St. Clair Civil
continue to domjp,, Perations y N ) 'R im

<ot smiling Cily and glanﬁt’e the Pell devastated large portions of the Defense Director R. L. Tim-

This was but one gruesome scene left in the aftermath of last the twister passed over the Pell City business district. Moments
'riday’s tornado-spawned storm which ripped across the heart of later, local citizens began combing the debris for signs of life as
rell City, Ragland and outlying areas. The above picture was taken city and county law enforcement officers and emergency crews
f the Top Dollar Sigre building (formerly Mays and Jones swung intoaction torescue the injured and trapped.

Yepartment Store) on Pell City’s Cogswell Ave. only seconds after ‘

coLur

BY BbB CORNETT

James Perry : scenes, ane disaster two St. Clair cqmmunities. mons tolq‘ ) the Observer
outside his service station of offort 'has VeoRs .. 'We know that the Tue Wy, - The probigm o=
LY ebnerrnas 021 Qaturday mornmg.- Bl K> * 2R, =] iRdin, ,,’r!‘%ﬂw»«':ywn&m Thias




RATCH—Benjamin Homer Hindsman (1 38.1916) is pictured feeding his chickens at his home in
e was made in either the late 1800s or early 1900s. ,

, Edcn,"miSptct‘

the late 30s or early 40s at the old Black and White
Lester Smith, Hoyt Hamilton, William "Bill" Snider.

ARLY LIONS CLUB—Lions Club members pictured in
‘building in Cook Springs are (-1) A.T. Winkler, Jack DeGaris,
a Hallmark, O.D. Duran, Lioyd Garrett and Ed Love.

oncrete C 0. I1c.
 vA Solid Foundation For Your Future”
LLASONRY SAND + MORTAR MIX - CEMENT - BLOCK - GRAVEL - REBAR - WIRE

for quick,
efficient
service.

- 210 17th St 502\nduﬁﬁalPaﬂ<the
Pell City, AL 35125

TaHadega,AL‘35160
1362-2318 338-6361
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HORSE PENS 40—Picnicking at Horse Pens 40 back in the 19505 wete (clockwise) unidentified, Byron York, -/
York (formerly of Channel 6), Pluma Hyatt, Helen York, and unidentified. . I({)a
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. “WHO “DO .YOU KNOW in

‘the ‘above photo of a group of

“pupils “in ‘front of the old

Avdndale school known as

‘Hall ‘Hill School? The picture.

fmnisp.ed by John H. Martin,
_Péll” City groceryman, is be-
liévéd” to -havé béen mads in

... ST.CLAIR ALBUM., "

1917 or ‘18,.just a year ‘or so
before the s¢hool burned. John
'is seventh from the left on the
third "~ row, “but “he’ doesn’t
“trust his memory .to try and
identify the otters. See how
many of them ‘you can recog-




" DIXIE'S FU;I'URE WATER WONDERLAND

THURSDAY MAY 14 1964

ANOTHER OLD ONE from
the album of the News-Aegis
files. This plcture was loaned
to the News-Aegis by Mrs.
Lindsay Smith, nee } Miss Bessie
Duke. They are from left front
TOW; Rohert McClellan, Claren-

ce Phillips,
Stone, Alton Brown, unidenti-

unidentified, Joe

fied, Ralph Renegar, Mabel
Bowen, Flossie Stephens, (Mrs.
John W. Singleton), Helen Mi-
kul, Ruth Zackie, unidentified.
2nd row: A Bowman girl, first

name unknown, Ice Graham,
Mae Luker, Bessie Duke, Ber-
tie Mae Neal, Ruby Zackie, Ol-
lie Owens, unknown, Pearl Le-
vans, Stevans last pame, first
name unknown. 3rd row; Hu-
bert Pear, last name Stevens,

"first name unknown, Ila Day,

Inez Thomas, Clara Spruiell,
(Mrs. Hughie Dickey), Vanire
Walker, teacher; J. D. Steph-
ens, Laney Bain and Laney
Graham. "This picture was
made at the old Hall Hill
school ahout 1918.
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1 great name for
t? I mean, who
€ to hear a little
now and thén?
*s and riots and |
trapes and shady .
it~shady politi-
hady financiers

Mongold

argaret

1€ grows weary.
» the little good
offeredfallsinto  Burned 1945 - Built 1930 - 3]
: format and is

... and the bad Ed .

So, I thought I uca EOn a es
> kick off this ' ‘

sturn from self-
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news” not fol-
1€ bad news.”
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Fatality Occurred
This was the scene Saturday monping 2 vied winds also damaged the station’s gas )
communily where service station and ¢ derable guantity of gasoline to escape frow:
Phillips was pronounced dead at the scene o ohan Lhe oiv it defense spokesman said Saturday
building collapsed burying hﬁim pider ihe ‘ St unsil the danger of fire or explosion !

San. o, 1975 Ragland Tornado Path
]
Although authorities agreed Pell City was worst hit by last weather conditions on Saturday allowed many Ragland residents to

Friday’'s tornado winds, it was no the only St. Clair community to begin the hard task of rebuilding in the aftermath of Friday’s
suffer widespread destruction — as is evidenced by this scene at tornado which left one dead and 12 injured, three seriously, ac-

Ragland Saturday morning. Here a Ragland mother attempts to cording to Ragland Mayor Aubrey Watson.
salvage family clothes as scenes of destruction lay all about, Fair :
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Jan. I, 197 Mrs. Roy Holladay’s House Destroyed
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Jam 1, 19

Front Torn From Graysville Fabrics



St lare Obagner 2/, ’%7 Ton b, 975
KEN RANSOM OPERATED*HAM" RADIO
.- Assisted By Wife, Shirley

Back t 'Work Fo Vada

Mrs. Vada Vaughan poses in front of her store — Vada’s — on
Pell City’'s Cogswell Avenue Monday morning, just before going
back to the gigantic task of cleaning up after the roof fell in on her

. — literally — last Friday. Mrs. Vaughan and several employees

escaped injury when the roof tumbled in during the tornado,
causing severe damage to the store and its merchandise.

Duran Damage

0. D. Duran Junior High Principal John Slovensky surveys a part
of the damage the school suffered in the tornado, estimated at
$250,000. Slovensky said it is indefinite when classes will begin at
the schoel again. The tornado ripped huge holes in the roof of the
building causing extensive damage to the school: as well as sup-
plies and equipment.
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ASHVILLE SCHOOL-;-Thxs plctllre of an earl class ét Ashvxlle School

% . was taken in 1913. This school was built in 1907 after the previous ‘school,
& St. Clair College, bumed. The new school was named Asl_mlle ngh School
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PROGRESS EDITION

Downtown Pell City

This aerial view of Pell City from the north side of only one empty building while other office buildings
Cogswell Avenue shows a full, booming and busy and businesses have been added to the Pell City
Pell City business district which some cities the business community.
same size cannot claim. At the present time thereis
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- CITY DEPOT~The Pell City Depot was once located on First Avenue South, Many residents still remembe

pot and what anifportant role it played in the city’s history.

X SPRINGS RESORT-—Onc of the most popular vacatation spots in St. Clair County was the Cook Spring’
hotel, Mountain View. The resort, built in 1883, drew visitors from far and near. One of the main attraction:

v

he six mineral springs that some say ‘would improve a person’s health. Other activities at the resort include
ng, croquet, lawn tennis, hunting, fishing, boating, swimming, mountain climbing and dancing the night away t
1:sic of a siring band... o ' : '
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ws How To Meet The Needs of The Dem nding Po
Cement Market. ‘ e

nitment To Improved Safety Produ uality, Custor
ibution Has Made Us A Leader In The Cement ar

Than 10 Years of Cement-Producing Ex serience,

al Cement Company |
ention To Each Of O
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£ ASHVILLE COTTON GIN—Continental Cotton Gin in Birmingham made ~Magazine. The cotton gin in Ashv
7 this picture circa 1920 of a modem gin and used it in their international” now. The two men standing in the ¢

.

e

MARGARET MINE—The coal mining industry in s‘t:'\ Clair County was very a very importani paﬁ of our hisiory
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was located where Ashville Park is
1are U.H. Prickett and Sam High.

pictured inside Springville Drug Store. Time eara of the picture is unknown.

SINGLETON SHOE SHOP—This shoe shop was located in Pell City near where Griffin’s Jewelry v
is believed that the picture was taken in the 1920s or 30s. Shown (1) are Anthony Sleay, William Lafayette Sin-
gleton (1876-1940) and Lucy Hindsman Singlcmn ‘(1886-1959\ oL ‘ Coo
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SPRINGVILLE DRUG STORE—Mr

magazine. The cotion gin in Ashville was located where Ashville Park js  Pictured nside Springyille Drug Store. 7

Jin in Birmingham
Vit in imgham made now. The two men standing in the cotton are U.H. Prickett and Sam High.

1 it in their intemational

e > s el
S e i Tk ] RS .

n St Clair County was very a very iniportant part of our history. SINQLETON SHOE SHOP—This shoe shop was locialtgd in Pelt City near w

Clmisom 1N men A



SPRINGVILLE DRUG STORE—Mrs. Otis Laster and Mr. Lee Laster are
on gin in Ashvxne was 1 { where Ashville Park is pictured inside Springvilie Drug Store. Time eara of_lhe picture is unknov{n,
standing in thc cotton are U. H Prickett and Sam High.

ut of our hxsxory SINGLETON SHOE SHOP—-'I‘hxs shoe shop was locatsd in Pell Cuy near where anﬁn s Jewelry Sm:e isnow. It
-is believed that the picture was taken in the 1920s or 30s. Shown (1) are Anthony Sleay, leham Lafayem: sm-
- gleton (1876-1940) and Lucy Hindsman Smgleton (1880-1959). ;




Since 1903
FDIC

For ninety years Uninn State Bank has provided the finest in pro-
gressive, innovative banking services to our Pell City and St. Clair County
neighbuers.

Union State Bank had its beginning in the organization of the Bank of
St. Clair Connty in 1993, kit was the first bank to be established im St. Clair
County. In 1919, 2 charier was obtained and the bank became the First -
Rational Bank of 2¢il City. In 1918, the name of the bank was ¢hanged

to Union State Bank and has eperated under that name until the pre-
sent day. '

We would like 1o take this spporiunity to say thank you for veur con-
fidence in uws, and invite you to continue to grow with us during 1993 as

we celebrate our %0th Anniversary ¢f service to Pell City and 8¢, Clair
County. .

UNION STATE BANK
$0th Anniversary
1963 - 1993
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BLACKSMITH SHOP—This picture shows the Theo Scout Blacksmith Shop that was located on Main Street in
Springville. The blacksmith shop was run from water from Spring Creek and was. the only shop with a.rubber tire
@ machine for buggies. Wagons and buggies were bailt and repaired there. The picture was taken in the early 1900s

JDALE OFFICE—The administrative office at Avondale Mills once looked much different from the way it
1oday. It used to be red brick and had awnings over the windows. Today the building has been painted white
€ awnings have been taken down. .

H

Proud
A Part of
St. Clair County

VECTION DAY—This picture, taken in the early 10 mid-1940s, is of an Avondale Mills Inspection Day. The -SRI A rRgues AE‘&E&&M&
I e R e L T o cdade ME.




