St

mes McGowan, right, is pictured with Paul Headley, the director of the

a
ate

my at Jacksonville State University. McGowan, who
f the police committee for the Pell City Council, recently -
weekend cours ’c;hended‘w’ h his certification in law en-
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Il City pollce chief

Boj;a‘ck’ Layton is a fnend to everyone

Bv LAURA NATION.

L L CITY — When Pell City

: Chief Homer “BOjaCk”
n ]omed his home town’s po-
yce m May of 1965 it'was a

five man department with two po- -

lice cars.
“Now, 25 years later, the Pell Cny

Police Department employs 18 full- ¢ N
‘time  officers,  four fulltime radio :
dispatchers, two part time dlspatch-

: at requrres havmg an
ding of the law and law

on says the most important tool
an use is common sense. ..

When you're dealing with as
rsonalities as we do in
i ork, you have to use com-
on sense to know how 0 help

Layton.
ndmg 25 years in the same

up through the ranks has been

' rewarding to Layton. *‘It feels good

~ tobe able to help people,”’ he said.

: ‘a sympatheuc ear is just part of the

‘ 2y
“scribe a typical day. :
er Career he says he .

Hearing the town’s troubles with

n" beheves that bemg a

he you think you *ve seen it
iyton.‘It’s hard o de-

‘consxdered was that of a

frlman Harvey Watson said
ton is probably best known for
‘t“of ‘‘going out of his way

BRSO TR U TP LR

. ent along with knowing
~ how to handle dangerous situations;

le. Sometimes people 3ustineed .
ne o listen to them,” saxdj~

yrk and working: his way . ‘with him,

‘said Watson;

’rmer Pell City Mayor and :

1o help people and knowmg Jjust

“about everyone in town. Because he

knows 50 many people, most of

‘them, even if it’ sa potentxally dan-
gerous. situation, ‘Bojack can talk

them into going with him to jail if
they're being arrested or mxsbehav-
ing themselves o
~““He’s a ﬁxture ‘ ~Pe11~ Crty,”
saysWatson.

- Watson recalls one day in paru-

:cular ‘when he was riding in the

police car with Layton that illus-
trates the pomt of “knowmg every-
one in town f
“If you’ ve eve: ndden around
ry mteresung,
ry time he sees
0es:Up fo wave
t a dog walking

someone, his hang
at them. We me

down the street one day and up
~went the hand. I didn’t say anything
— 1 just sort of chuckled to
‘myself” : L

Watson said Layton
devoted more time to hrs job than

~wasrequired.”’

Detective Bill ,Tumer said Layton

*‘expects us to do our jobs and lets

us.do thcm — it’s hlS nature to be
easy going.”’

Layto'n aid he has en;oyed hxs
years: in. po work, especially
working for the: people of Pell City.

“‘Police work in Pell City has
changed over the years,”’ said Lay-
ton. ““The calls we get now are
more frequent and a lot different.”’

if'of his wuungness 10" HHEKS Wugs; vvon siapupns




 Paul Harvey

father is ..

A father is a thing that is forced to ¢

childbirth without an anasthetic. A father is a

that growls when it feels good and always laugh
d

_loud when it's scared half to death. A fat
sometimes accused of giving t0o much time
business when the little ones are growing up.

partly fear, too. Fathers are much more easily -

ened than mothers.
A fathpr rnAaviae

ell City Police Chief Homer ‘‘Bojack’’ Layton passed the 25 year
mark in May in years of employment in the city’s police department.
Layton has been chief for 10 years and well known to everyone. (Bob



" Has your dog’ been meddhng_"
" ‘in other people’s: -trash cans?’ If - h

5o, -you_had -better curb- his. i

_ appetite. because the,city is ho

on. the trail of these dogs.. '
' After numerous complamt'-
calls 'to- City Hall: and -to

members :of the. City - Councﬂ

_~Mayor' ‘Hugh’ Williamson has:

recommended the hiring of a

"C‘lty dog ‘catcher to control the -

~number - of stray ‘animals here,

" Williatnson_and ‘members of -
‘the " council. ‘said " they . have .
con-.;_

‘received complamts
tinuously about dogs upsetting
*garbage cans and scattering

trash in many areas of the city.

There - is presently “no. dog

catcher—Sor rabies” contxjol
officer—in the city, although the -

posmon has been used
past

,‘problems “such ;

:gardens flowe .
missing or. - .
newspapers.

Williamson, suggested thatv

- before a dog catcher is serit out
- _to hunt the strays, a warning ‘be .

shreaded“

posted to" péople” in the: com-xir._.j (

munity-asking that pets-

‘catcher was used-last-time; and

e this facility . may ‘be-- put in"
" © operation again.” .,
 -In addition,” Councnman Joe‘.jf
* ‘Sawyer ‘is: working on ia: cxty,;;
ordinance;regarding the control.*
.of +animals: . These -recom:"
mendatxons were delayed.until:

‘n Edbismn adsemail smonting  QF1

-sonnel” offxcer to-maintain the

«City is the only; mumcxpal;

ept. T
confinedfor a-period-of ten days .
during the. round-up toavoid; the: -2

' vloss of these pet dogs: ~ arin

“The. city maintained-a.poind
attheold City Springsin:the Mt..

Carmel community when-a dog.-

matters. involving'. c1ty

program' the " hlrmg

program and:be responsxble forj

corporatmg it into. th g‘é; .
'govemment by: that: time;

St Clair Countv affected by -this:*




catcher was used last time;and - matters: in
his facility . may ~be pu in: ploye'_. The personnel policy
VI gperation again. i .-, . ‘program is not. required to-be:
! -In addition; Councxlman Joe ompleted by August, but:
Sawyer is: working -on :a: c1ty;--';_’ ust [
* ordinance; regardmg the control.
of ~animals. . These ‘recom-: g
tnendations: wete delayed: until: C.
- future couneﬁ meeting.-SLL..

~ <m.he: cotncil;also: dxscussed-»leglslatmn . v
_estabhshmg a‘personnel policy " The: council : also he
fo-the tity;:an action mandated: proposed program to.u

vLicer—in e cxty, altpj gh the i

A recom- |

- foracompletere :
mumc1pa1 ‘codes o exclude.,_

“by the: state - legislature: last:

city ordmances-.

requires each
n-the: state: .of.f» to

" outdated codes and’ maintain
. ‘those still pertment as well as
- devise any -needed: sect:ons fo
the codes '

- pianao or.the chorus wouldtlose ]

The c1ty has been in

discussion with the Tallahassee‘

“firm for a number- of years on
- the project, and. the compnay

-sent representatives to town
~ “earlierthis month to go over the -

~ present codes and draw ‘up-a

_-proposal for presentatlon to.the- . ox
~eityin booklet form. Cost of that

‘company’s program: would be

$4,950 for a 250-page- plan: The-

“council decided to- seek other
“bids  before  committing
themselves to- this: proposal.

er-action Monday »mght

Mrs Chllds fold“the: counc
its previous; meeting the.ch
needed-$1;,000 from- the

pdy _the; ‘balance due on

all the ‘money “invested’ in.the~
instrument...The. council’; woted
to pay the. remaining note of
approx1mately $500, with the
city then” owning the - plano
requiring that it remain;at. the.
.varc Center’ as: cxty property |

coverage, ,umprr “pay
" batsand! 20 pairs of pa_nt_s ,
“team members and-'c ches

i~ The-city ; -had d.--earlie ;

: 'request from the Rescue
Squad to solicit “donations " to
help, pay for the mobile ‘home..
residence of "Mrs. ‘Theodore
‘Bowman, whose husband’
passed away with no insurance.’
'coverage to pay for t uhome
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‘BY CAROL PAPPAS

Pelli'City Council - took no

action’} Monday night on- a

petition to suspend four police -
offxcers from:duty . for- their: .
part'in the shootmg of Jeffrey‘ «of.

Molson: ;on’ Sunday , mght
‘Novembers .

_police:

‘hxgh-s eed ‘auto” chase. Offi-.

cers Morns ~Smith, - BilF

Horton James Pemberton )

and . Robert Shaddlx were
“involved ' in ‘the * " incident
accarding - to Police- Chxef
Ruble:Bowlin.

Molson was: shot thce m the

agam . . -
The. present plan reduces
. the sidewalks from-all- brxck to -

partial ‘brick . -and.

In:other. counc1l busmess
landowners: in. ‘the . new sub- T
;dxvxsxon on nghway 34, Just,
_ before the Holiday Park turn,

'requested that “they be m-‘s

cluded in the pavmg program.}
- for 1978." :

C el

‘scored.
‘;,concrete and reduces the size: |
,_(_)}mg‘ ,5_,' tto ,Zj‘: S

S Poles for’ traffic hghts ‘were:
“‘changed to the standard steel
7 type, bt the ‘chandalier-type. -
7 street hghts wxll
i -’changed

not bek :

' ,sngn the petmon but it was

because - he ‘was out»of town. "
As soon“as-he signs; the area
‘will-be considered for paving. . .

Also, an: -ordiriance estab- .
hshmg ‘the mumcxp'al ‘court -

_-system in‘Pell. City was {abled
‘until the next meeting to. allow o
. mor thorough discussion. -
A sectlon of “the; ordmance- o

" that, was discussed was rais-

- ing the salary-of.the: Judge and

:'reducmg .Court:séssions-from .

four Saturdays to-two Satur- "
days a month - '

. More funds from HUD wm‘ g

" be apphed for and other areas .
.fmcluded m the ongmal plan.‘ '

P QS




L THEI-SPECa  auiy " CHaSeyr. ek
- ~Smith, - Bill- -
Horton “James:: Pemberton

cers 'MOX‘I‘IS

according.  to Pohce Chief
. Ruble'Bowlin.

Mo]_son ‘was: shot thce in the

automoblle 'reckless drxvmg,. -
' res:st.mg;;an offxcer and de--

R v'con51deratron

ced and bld w{u‘be, aken -

2 Theé p tition bearlng 463'
‘,.51gnatures was’ presented to
~the-council-who. referred it to-
. the:Policé. Committee for its

one. changes from: the
‘was ongmally pre-‘

he gutter

enangea. . e
In" othér. councxl busmess -

landowners in; the - new sub-

.-division: on Highway 34, ]ust
. before the- Hohday Park turn;

requested ‘that they be in=
cluded in the pavmg program.‘-

for 1978.7 -

Only;one landowner along‘
- 'o—acre stretch dxd mot /-

accordmg to ‘an invitation

‘printedin full on page 7-A of . -

this.week’s Observer. . .
’ The revisedplan includes an _
-area’ on Cogswell
between - “line “feet
. “northeast; of the centerlme .of :
th Streetand northeast t0: an’ :

: _be rede eloped ‘came - about "
. when bids opened in Septem-
. ‘ber-on’ the orlgmal -plan were
= 1" found“to-be farin excess. of -

"I engineering: estimates. The

best'bid for paving; curb and
hghtmg, etc., -was -
- $815,000 ' with .an engmeer s:
. estxmate of $395,000; -

Avenue. o

E the sidewalks'from all'bnck t
partial -

vingthe salary o1.-ine Juuge anu

_reducxng court’ séssions: from
- four Saturdays to- two Satur-

days a month

More funds from HUD w1ll

be apphed for and other areas
included.in: ‘the ongmal ‘plan:
~will “be developed the -

_apphcatlon is approved

Redevelopment Dec. 8th

“The City of Pell City will -
accept bids on December 8 for" "
the revised redevelopment‘
“plan for the downtown area, . -
E _,concrete sxdewalks founda-
“tions - for
-standards, conduxtmstallanon
“for new street-lighting, stan-
“dards for. traffic lights, -and
- biturninous paving of streets,
“eurb:
o .landscapmg, “and.,
5 ‘~-'-'_1tems 1nc1denta1 for lmprove-t

" The new bid: mv1tatlon calls
“for_ the removal of. -existing’

* ~curb, gutter, sidewalk, and for

new -concrete -curbs,. new.

and .~ new- hght

fxre hydrants
related

mlets

This.. present plan.’-.‘ educ

‘brick, and. :scored: .
concrete; and: reduées the size .
of trees from. 5" to 2" ‘in’
diameter;- Poles: for ‘traffic -

“lights were changed to -the .

standard”steel type, but’ the:

chandeher -type- street lights - -
will not be changed: " =

_ ..Work -on the prOJect if a

; ‘feasxble contract is’ acqun‘ed

*is'expected to begm early next
©year. .7

‘Low bid at that tlme forthe- -
upgradmgo sewer relocation -

N $583000 with, an engmeers
; estlmate of $316 000 o
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By MARK BOLTON

PELL CITY — Police" Chief Ruble'f‘ “
. Bowlin appeared before he’ ell Clty ’ ;

~ Council ‘Monday night “to" ask
dinance be adopted regulatmg pawn _'

shops i

Bowlin noted there are s reral’ pawn o
" shops:in the city;, but’ that.'io license -
schedule has béen set up’ for the’ ‘shops -
exclusively. Pell City currently hasno -

“ordinances requiring the. police” be
riotified of ' merchandise pawned.

C. PohceeChzlnef Wan-tszsPafwn Shop Ordmaocie

T stolen merchandlse mto the shops to be " Southern Electnc Contractors tor'_ :

council agreed to. look over the: hst of

supplies' needed- by - the : team and
report back to them G

“Theordinance would solve probléms’ - Indus

caused by mdlwdual h -‘ma brmg»-

I DALY HOME, Talladega-syla

/" -

Ala. Wednesday, April25, 1979 "

provide hghtmg for the 19th Street

© tennisicourts. :

. —Noted that repaxrs were. needed for;-.~ :

¥ the'little league: field ‘and the:Hilltop : -

swunmmg ‘pool. Total- cost of arounda":.:_

= $800 ' was approved.

—Noted ' that Gary - DeWeese had- -
resigned’ fromthe:police" force -and- a‘v' :
replacement ‘was needed. -
- —Noted no‘one-had been nommated'“

. for. the Equalization Board, and said -
;the «coungil-knew. of three- people who

rested m the pOSlthl'l




Scott was' glven “Civic Cent well, .

1y, ght.to draw.up @' _Retiev d perrmssmn “from Bllly '
ending | legxslatlon_-- Kendrick to build a new road to. the:city -
" L 'hmb and tree dump. :
proce ures. ; o ad x
_ . _ggested the city.- road patrol-.
ntmethod 1.C 7" e baseball field at Glenn
" City and rechert the 'Avondale baseball .
"’,"Ifleld “which was. damaged by floods. .
) — Noted the city will sponsor a. ball
..~ team’ for ‘the 17-year-01d and above ’
d league. : o
L —Approved a motxon to update a hst‘ :
-of mayor’s: names on- & monument
-outside city hall: s
Noted Morgan Amold w111 be hxred '
fireman on - a- customary







. September 26, 1979."

“"loose in 4Pe11 City, -
E tags or not;, wxll be

- d~that the counc11 .

: Mayor Hugh, Wllhamson‘noted thatw “rloge -out:: 'e.\:"Béf-k;' and: Recreation. - -
.1._under the city.: ordinance passed‘m’: aI and met,er bank : ——Asked piis Cle
- “prepare figures.on. uh i

: '. - schools - in . the : c1ty‘
tan dysb: ;fgifceor‘:&d * " meelings:next week
P ' fk-—Accepted a. ;proposal
or, ‘the - posmon of : 10 ‘make:2
nd for: membersof < dated-éi
1 All ‘be

-~ subject 1o bemg picke
Wxnlamson sald

cenforce present dog :control. lawsg 00
“:.~A’ funding ‘request- from.: the Jef-" s
~ ferson—Blount—St .Clair':Mental: Health. -

: Authonty was ‘also. turned’over to.the; -
“finance - _committee. .. -Authority
‘Chairrnan’ Safm’; Jofies +infroduced-a
‘presentatlve of the "authority, Wwho
-said-some 117" persons from Pell-Ci
‘received services‘during-1978."




honty ‘was' also turned 0ver to thi
nee _committee. -Authority
Chairman’ “Satn, Jones: mtroduced
-7 epresentauve ‘of ‘thé authorily, W
_saidsome 117 ‘persons: from.Pell C
) exved‘servmes ‘during 1978. -

er:ser wm be:place

fsald Arequest fromPate’s A ignin
and rvice means they
t-be placed on-rotation’ w
’ three-months.;basw

Speed breakers are now’ bemg m .
‘stalled-on Seventhi Avenue South and -
..on. 30th Street 'Pohce":aChxef Ruble«;:

' ‘check on.a
»-.br'eakers -'a s

request. “for..’ ¢
« Ridgeway Rob' . : 2
Councilman . Charles .Locerdgen
-asked the police'de tment to enforce -
“speeding laws on' ‘164 Street near the “h
“Intermediate . Scho o
' The street comm : commended 4
“-_';"Lhe city accept e Power: and -
“Equipment Co: 'slowbid for a backhoe-
“Joader  ‘which® was® opened at the_{
previous council meeting.: - O

e A request from CJ. Goodwm that.a -

. driveway. be -paved: “at ‘the. Rescue "

“Squad bmldmg was referred {othe-St.

“Clair. County. Commissiori. - Goodwin'

~was -also asked 1o dlscuss w1th the
‘he:




i

“ple,’” s iid” Wayrie- Biirrows.. crin
’nahst thh the state forensxcs lab




e ortioncesMUIS: _began complam-.’~ :

aid Wayn "Bur QWS CT
with® the state’ forensics lab;m o
Montgomery 1 coulldv tell - you :
aint:.chi le o

The, charges stem from an. inci<
fwhen Mllls 1986 red'--'fﬁ

lounge o
An eyethness Ly




' ByCAROLPAPPAS.

< PELL CITY — Mayor Harvey
~Watson:Monday called a press con-

“ference to show discrepancies on a -

vreinstated -policeman’s time card,

~but it turns out that the time clock
-maybe the culpritinstead: - .

© -, Sgt-Rick Simmons, the officer in

.question, is thie 'man who' was ‘sus-

~;peénded for a month for conducting
‘an unauthorized investigation into a

" theft report” filed by the ‘mayor's -

‘wife, Evelyn. -~ RS
--. Thé council took no action to fire
“Simmons, and he -was reinstated
-Friday. o

- .. Supplying thé. media with .a

- .year’s worth of time cards for Sim-
~mons, Watson charged that many of.
- the "days  show ' that Simmons .

‘worked the second shift_for six
Mmonths, which he didn’t.**

i FOR THE MONTH of January

. 1987 Watson showed eight instan-
.ces of Simmons’ clocking in on the

evening shift even though he works
.the day shift. © RS b

"« ““Somebody ‘had to" punch the
. card on a different shift'or someone

REE R |

pancies: were. found in” comparing

- them with any other city employees

using the same time clock: -~ -
A random sampling. of other city

employees’. time cards for - one

month, however, revealed that they

- clocked in.on the everiing ‘shift and

clocked out'the following'day..
- The sampling included a police-

man, two clerks. and the mayor’s

- secretary — all of whom ‘work the
day shift and who use the same
" time clock. ' T

All cards Stﬁdiéd also” showed

‘November . entries: for the ‘entire

morith' of January, meaning that the

. time clock had not been set correct-.
Iy: _ :

WATSON * ALSO: alluded to' -
“time: sheets turned din_by Police
Chief Homer ‘‘Bolack’’ Layton °
- that- could: have been “**doctored. "
.He 'said'‘the orignial time sheets

were. not the same time sheets that
should have been:turned in. -

Watson -said “‘marks’™” had been

placed in the comners of certain-time ..
- sheets duringa: .given. wéek, " ap-. -

parently so he could monitor them, '

tirmad n. -

butsheets: with' marks :weren’t




. duppiying the: ‘media’. with..a.”
_year’s worth of time cards for Sim-
- mons, Watson charged that many of
.the days show that Simmons
“‘worked the :second shift for " six

months, whrch he didn’ 't

FOR THE MONTH of January '

. 1987 Watson showed eight instan-
.ces.of Simmons’ clocking'in on the

évening shift even though he works

. the day shift. -
"~ ““Somebody “had to- punch the

‘ card on a different shift or someone -
‘-j'_has ‘a key to. the trme <clock,”’the -
: r.said. - . -

! it no discres

"charged “You..can bette

.Somebody ‘has- beenin- this’ ofﬁce
:and: removed these: me’ cards-Or
‘done it in here and: has altered some’

‘of forced entry. :

time clock had not been set correct-
Ty, ,

~ WATSON ALSO. alluded to -
‘time -sheets . turnéd ‘in. by Police °

Chief Homer ‘‘BoJack’’ Layton
that could: have been *“‘doctored.”

. He said'the orignial”time sheets
were not the same time sheets: that

should have been turned in.
Watson said “‘marks”® had been’

placed in the comers of certain.time. .

sheets_ during a given. weéek,” ap-

parently so he could: monitor them,
‘but: sheets wrth »marks weren’t. . -

.umed in., :
(Con t see

‘Other people have
that other. employees have -

almost everything in'the city.

fore it’s turnied in upstairs,

““I don’t"think- the police chreff‘_;‘.
'would dehberately change: a-: pera
. son’s time shieet,” he:added. .

~In -another: round of. allegatlons, got something on me."”

Watson ‘said: that :Simmons” time
cards were somehow tampered with
while they were in the ‘mayor’s
office... . .

- HE' POINTED TO three mstan- :
ces where Simmons apparentlyr :
falled to clock out, and ‘times . were

riginal time.. ‘would- ‘happen. I"am- discussing ‘it

' with my attomney.at this time, and
he has advised me to make no

. 1Y)
~some time after he had: last checked - comment at this time.

- the cards monthsiago. -
. **'Somebody- ‘has’ had access to"

“‘penned-in’’ ‘on: ;th :
cards and. the xerox
lay on the mayor’sidesk.: -

He said - the - ‘tampering ‘came

the clerk’s- office:and" my | office:.

of the time cards in my office.”” -

tuv ] luy\u.'o Gﬂ'ibe had

Watson sard hrs motive behmd»

 “calling -a press. conference rather
-~ than taking the matter to the Coun-

 everything, downstairs-and ‘keys'to il was that he *'Can’t get'enough of

the- Council together to get some-_>

**So there is ways that his (Lay- thing done.’

~ton’s). report:could. be: doctored. be-

Watson also said’ he would not
“‘sit back-and be crucified™" in- the:
news media by Simmons. -

~He said Srmmons knew about the

..trme card | mvestrgauon and -was

“‘afraid it would come, out before he

Simmons-said Monday, _“On the
afternoon:of the: hearing when' the

- City Council exonerated me of the
- charges ‘against-me by Chief Lay-
“ton, I'stated then, that I was appre-

“hensive ‘of Mayor Watson and the
»acuons he may take.

;.

He reasoned that “‘about half the

'crty hasa key to_city hall'and once -
“inside, a.person: could open his lock . .
howrng srgns L

with'a “knife without

~+*I'was afraid somethmg like. tlns

- In a highly. publrcrzed mcrdent .

'~ Simmons. had mvestrgated Mrs:
.. Watson’s report of a stolen ring. He.
v.clarms that the ting:was accrdental-

1y lost and not stolen L

,1988 . -









_ decisive action Mond
at its' regular meeting to

finally’begin picking up stray .

dogs,- a. conmplaint citizens

have ‘plaguéd’ ¢ouncil mem-

bers-withfor. year. &

Brock Brascho was hired by
the Council to begin picking up
-dogs. without collars ‘and tags
on.Tuesday, -June - 14.. A

during which the dogs will be

held ‘in the’ City Pound near

Mt. Carmel Church on the

Odenville Cut-Off. If the dogs -

aré  not” claimed after the
three-day holding period; they
will be destroyed.

The. ~.Council- asks that

citizens seeing stray dogs call »

City Hall. -~ -

* Om a.motion by Councilman
R.F. “Bam" Cox, the Council
‘unanimously approved a $200
reward for information lead-

»ing to, the: arrest and con-.

viction. of- persons damaging

or stealing public property in.

thecity. - =" :
. City Clerk-Bettie Scott told
the Council that the sales tax

check for the month of April -
was '$29,000 - a $7,000 increéase.
over April-of 1976. April was

the first - ihonth (hat the

additional "1%-tax: was col- . -,

lected and also the first month

tha:tav wac dnllantnd ho. u.

oh _Mb‘nday night

i
%
{
!
)
.
i
]
|
|

description of the dogs will be 4
posted inthe City Hall and "
Courthouse. for three days, - |

l

 Pagé 2-A OBSERVER: el ¢
- Dog Roundup-

7 State of Alubama.

/.. In other business; Monday

.. Wight, the Coungil: =~ =070
. ~Opened bids' for a ‘new "

. ‘8arbage truck; with all bids
 referred to. the Sanitation .

"7 Department for study asitp

. Specifications;: etc. Bids “re: -
- .ceiveéd .were . Joe \
.- Machinery Company $25654:

Money.

~ Ingram Equipmient Company-

+$20,243.33 and $23,546.17 (rear -
‘loader); Truxmore $28,750 for o
1978 Ford and-$24,250 for 1976 "
nal - . Harvester;
Easy Pak $1925¢70 F.OB -
Pell - City .and $15,000 for a -

International - .

demenstrator:;
,‘-"-Apgrcjved he

lrmg of. 20 :

A the,‘lé.‘i 977

‘ LETA s Sum mer ‘?Progr‘am‘ K

(f't,'.?'l:,_ilii’;u‘eqvl'yoﬁi’fPé:g'éi:l‘ .

which is federally funded. the = -

~ Council'. also approved the
hiring of a supervisor for the -

program for- six weeks .and’
‘recommended. that the work:""

ers hired be'from the City."

~—-Approved the reimburse-

.ment- to the Pell City Civic
Choius for the amount pre-

- viously paid by'the Chorus on g
a:piano.- At the- last regular -
meeting, the Council approved :

~paying -an approximate -$300 kN

~indebtedness ' onthe “prano, . |

“with." the, condition. that . it

.‘remain at the Civic Center. .

¢+ =Discussed the relocation of *

‘a street’in the 17th Street area

of theCity, -~ ~

N



:overturned

*‘f"i:garbage cans- and tras_ bemg littered in yards' :

_ »ii-and streets

" THECITY Hall hadf ,
" telephone’calls about: stray
- Hugh Williamson and: the f

. mornth approved hiring a’ “do cat_cher to: COntroI.
dog-catcher was-

~/the animals; The position of
»revwed Tuesday after:a fmal discussior :bn the

%" The cxty s plan is to pxck up y
Toose on the streets and to-inives
on dogs in:the’s community. Al

ate’ mplaints
posted in

. City. Hall.andin the Pell: Clty:,c'm rthouse wnth

Ascnrintiane Al Wha Jar-

nimals foun 4 ‘of persom 1nvolf/§.d i

N purchase 1 3

: f the Street Department fpr stnd

mformatlon 1eadmgt "
] mendatmn to the councd

conducted a public hearing " on - reanired. on



, _~be kept:for: three days:at the city poind »n'-_Eden
~'Phe-colincil stiessed that all do
“up: when - found - roaming “loose
- Whether: they ‘are.: -wearing’
tags as‘reqiired: by state:law..
ck. ‘Brascho' was: hired
jork-with an assistant-on; 4
- the rabies control: The. positio e
prevxously but:was; dlSC
untll thls week .

A $3 fee wm be charged oo ‘

~their pets from the. city ‘pound.’ T 8¢

be'housed there for thre days:befor
) §1 -

: tha of amounts prior ‘to’..the

Wllllamson said he.- was:. dlasa pointed at a :

revenue mcrease of only $7 000 m the mltlal

6_.’%the city- recelved $22 000 thlS'
came-to $29,000. Wllllamson saida !
near ;" $44; OOO—double last year 'S
S antxcxpated ¥
f- the - councilmen’ speculated thlS
rom ‘the expected amount-may have

It:of taxes ‘payedlate by merchants\
g slight “confusion’ in i

cked-up by the rabies:control umt wxll;. " cludes $131.644 n’x_’revenue sh‘

ontintied for two years '|

T sb sy, ulsuu aul.nul lbt.b uie

:post the $20 Ty

s ASUBHNLEU: 4 10Ld1 0F. SCVen, D1as* rapgmggl

es $15.000 to $28;750 ‘and these Were turn
1. - the Street Department.for ‘study

(T mendatmn to the cou tail

The cxty?s specnhcatlo
-'loadm tri

i : g funds The
‘-general l‘und budget totaled ,$852 644, which

 Uni der;_, - ce bacl

the pohce payroll after an absence
years. Ottie Stokes. began : dutl',ﬁyas pat ln
~Tuesday ‘at. begmnmg salary ’fo B

Department




¢ .officers

G ;recommendahon
- proved

The Cxty Councrl of Pell Crty_

: .’, at its regular meeting -Monday
3 mght hired: two new. police
C ~and. disposed
S numerous ‘other matters: of
*importance -.on -a

e rmeetmg agenda

“Chief Bowlm reported that he

" ‘had employed Sid Scott in. the -
- Police .- Department and
~ recommended that = -the

- probation period - be waived
since ‘he ‘has previous ex-
~ ‘perience .and  will - not be
" required to attend school “The
was’

Chief Bowlm told the councxl

".that . Morris Keith Smith - of

" Vincent. had -been given: “good
:recommendatxons and

O \recommended that he be em- -

ff' ore Pohce" 'fflcers

-ployed as pohceman on three

of

lengthy

ap-

months . probation’ with- ‘plans

that he be sent to school after :
this- period but “within - nirie |~

mionths “as required -by :state

law. This recommendatxon was S
. approved. :

Talmadge Fambrough and
. Ed Wilson were present with

regard to the complaint

registered against Ed’s Lounge. .,

‘Meeting

as they understood the ABC
officials” were to. be 'present.
They were advxsed that the ABC
officials had met: eéarlier. in the
day-with the council and that'ng

-action was 10, be .taken ‘at this

meeting. Mr. Fambrough

stated: that they were ready to
assist in any mvestlgatlon and
would cooperate with the. city.
‘He also. requested to be notlfred

_‘Continued On Page g

-.‘:l,
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i of any action to betaken so that
i"they could be present. .
Mr. Fambrough reported that

a chapter of A.A: had been
started in the county and held
the first'meeting last Sunday at
the Court House. The next
meeting will be in his office. If

| the size of the orsanization
”increases, they will.need a more
.- adequate - meeting place and

were told that they could use the
city ‘hall.

The engineer had advised

that the cost for extending the
sewer line to serve 36th Street:
and 12th Circle North would be.
$7.50 per foot and Councilman
Watson had talked to several of

the property owners. This would
make the cost excessive for

‘some property owners so it was

up to date _on the Industrral
Park..

Police salarles paid by other.
cities still . were not available:
and no recommendatrons were

~_made.

Councilman Turner was
concerned about the possrblhty
of having no ambulance service
available and the  council
discussed possible action-that -
the council could take. The
Mayor agreed. to talk: with'
James Baggett.of Civil Defense
and with Dr. McClendon about'.
possible action,

It was reported that the radar
gun has been received;: that
publicity was given and that 18
cases have been made to date.

The Street - Committee:
recommended that William .F.’
Martin, Supermtendent of.

_Streets, be given an increase.in
-salary to $675.00 per month. The .

recommendation was approved
by the counc11

WV e il



" rnegotiated.

" that the COSU tOr extenuiug. <
sewer line to serve 36th Street

-. and 12th Circle North would be

$7.50 per foot and Councilman
Watson had talked to several of
the property owners. This would
make the cost excessive for
some property owners so it was
decided to ask for bids two ways
-including the extension and not
including it. When the bids are
opened, - -the council -will
determine whether to include
_the extension or not.

Mayor Nixon and "Charles
Tucker spent last - Thursday
~ looking -for .a ‘site for. the

disposal: plant. The. Dickey

property -has- been sold to Dr.
Culver Lee and he quoted 2
price of $2500 per acre for a site

. and his agent also proposed that.

, the city purchase the “whole
‘farm and let him. sell that
_ portion that the city will not
. need. Cost of the lines to put the
-* plant on the Charnel Hannah
property would be excessive S0
‘they are still looking for a site.
The Ashville Band Boosters
extended an invitation for the
city officials to take part in the
4th of July parade and
célebration and the - council
accepted the invitation.
On motion of Councilman
" Walls, seconded by Councilman
Turner, the council approved
the employment ‘of Harold
-Gumpf -and Associates to make
the annual-audit for the city..
" Mayor Nixon had talked with
" Adrick - Goodgame . about
negotiating “the cost .of con-
structing a shop building and he
‘agreed to try. to work out
something. Since he was low
bidder, _
Mr.
asked if the city could make

_payment as the work was done
‘so that he would. not have to

finance - the costs ~and. could
. reduce the cost. " . o
.. The counci} asked that Ed

- Ash, Chairman of the Industrial
be invited:

t Board

~Developmen

the bid can be
Goodgame

CHUDTD LAY T rewse amarmsme oo =
The Street -~Committee

recommended that William.F.

Martin, Superintendent. - of;

Streets, be-given an increase.in
-salary to $675.00 per. month. The .

recommendation was approved -
by the council. e
Councilman Walls ~reported
that replies to letters written {0,
the Water Improvem :
Commission about the need
sewer south of the railroa
Eden had been received and::
stated that within a year grant:-
money will be available for .
collection lines. He asked ithat
Charles Tucker get.a request
prepared and submit. plans’
that the city would be rea
when funds become - available,
It was also-asked that P rk Hill
be included in ‘possible futu
extension of sewer service. .
The  council - discussed
the possible adoption of an or--
dinance repealing that or-
dinance establishing a Park and-
Recreation Board but decided .

' that the Board-members should

be written a letter stating that .
the .council was following their-
recommendation "to do away
with the Board and asking if this

" is still their wish. If the Board’
has

any - suggestions = or.
recommendation, ‘the council -
would like to have them meet
with them at the next council -
meeting. : . - ne e
Request for an on-premises .
beer license for Elisha Borden'
d-b-a The Borden: Inn was
referred to the Chief of Police
for investigation. .. oo
Thie proposed agreement with
the. National Guard for use of
the armory was discussed and it
was: recommended. that "an-

‘addendum be added as follows:

If the National Guard Armory
is not made available to the City '
at “such frequent . times- that

" would justify. payment ‘of 'the

utility bills, *janitor .service,.
¢ city would-have .
ne is;:

etc.,
the:




uck, o p:

Low bxds on. twor pohce cars
‘and 3. pickup truck ‘totalling:
$12,845.85 were accepted by the
-Pell City Council: at ifs regular
_meéeting Monday -night in Clty
-Hall. -

“The couneil. recelved three;
-bids.on the purchase of two new
-police cars: Sutherlin Chevrolet

.was: pleased -with the turnout
"He ‘thanked’ the  council mem-

bers forthe job ‘they did -in

getting” the facility ready,
- especially Charles Lockrldgeq'
who'headed the project. He.also.
thanked the Fire Department - -
and Street Department for work

"bid $4,586.61 or'$9,173.22 for two [ '

-cars.- Ben Coker Ford bid:
:$9,593.84 and Baggett Poritiac | i
“bid- $8,596.16. Councilman Dr. |
‘R:F. Cox made ‘a motion . to
cept the bid -of Baggett{
Pantiac: - Councxlman Harvey
“Watson seconded the Bs) tlon,
: and it passed unammously o
" ~Three: bids were - also" sub- |
”g-mxtted on a new pickup-{ruck to
‘be:used.by the Street Depart-
.ment, Beri Coker Ford bid $4,519 ¢
..with air conditioner, and-$4,116
without. Pell City. -Dodge -bid";
" $4;654 bid $4,654 with air con-
ditioner ‘and $4,235 . without.
~Sutherlin Chevrolet submitted a
bid “of . $4,328 with air " con- -

Aitianor  Oainnilmon ‘Chorlace: |

they d1d
In- “another - Cmc; Center.
related matter coun

council. thought it'was.a. good
idea and agreed:to check into'it.
.Councilman Al- Walls: asked
when the 1andscapmg around
the Civic Center was:going tobe
finished. City Clerk Bettie Scott.
said the.men wanted. to ‘wait
until. the Fall to plant ‘some’ of
the shmbbery to giveit a better
chance to survive.
. The council then dxscussed

~ the possibility’ of hiring,
. someone to--maintain the

grounds and agreed that. they

~ would need to hire a full-time -
" ‘maintenance ‘man for. both
. inside and outside the facility.
- Roger Pate, prmcxpal at Pell

e Tl T,

e nb o tha

‘his plan to make the, street one.
‘way-going out near Q.D. Duran :
and-asked if the residents'i in‘the-.
area had been contacted’ They:.
said they would ry the lén to0.:
see-if: it works. © W .

“In- other ‘action, the councxl =

—Heard a- report. that' 'the-

traffic lights alongU.S, 231 had

been reset and that traffic last
Sunday ran. -more.. smoothly: '
pomted Hut that a
aloper tionlight would'be
placed at the - main intersection.
‘—CouricilmanCox said the
city needed to-make: a formal
request to-the State- nghway
Department to put a traffic light
at the intarcantian af 10th-Street
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and it. passed unanimously.

~Three: bids ‘were - also sub-‘

“mitted on a new pickup truckto
‘be used.by the Street Depart-
-ment, Beri CokerFord bid $4,519
with air condifioner. and: $4,116
“without. Pell -City-. Dodge bid
. $4,654 bid $4,654 . with air con-
ditioner and $4,235 . without.
:Sutherlin Chevrolet submitted a
bid "of $4,328 “with :air con- -

«ditioner. Councilman’‘Charlés:

:Lockridge made a motion -that.
[the -council accept the bid of :
“Sutherlin Chevrolet and Cox
seconded. . It a passed -
unanimously

With the purchase of ‘the new
vehicles; the council discussed
‘the possxblhty of selling some of

!
|

their older ‘vehicles. They in- :

clude two dump trucks, a fire

car and several police cars. The -
.council agreed to put all the .

" vehicles on the list‘up for bids.
A delegation headed by Mlke
‘Reece approached the council'
-about the possibility of ‘getting
work done on the streets near

"their homes.. The “delegation-

.requested work be done in the
‘Woodmont - and Dalewood
subdivisions. - The - roads con-
.cerned were Rxdgeway Road’
:and Meadowview Drive. Mayor

Paul Turner said the’council-
was.aware of the problem and

said the city would make an
-effort to correct it. :
“Turner: said he thought - the
‘Civic'  Center . dedication .
ceremony went well and that he

o

DAL UIT 1T WALVGU . W yvasy AR WUAUA wlivavieny  waae  wioeRGRad

until the Fall to plant some of _He?r% tsa Irepo’rL} Sth?gt1 ‘ gg
the shrubbery to giveit a better traffic lights along: g
it . been-reset and that traffic last

. The council then discussed - Sunday .ran -more smoothly.

.the possibility ~of hiring_
. someone to maintain the=

chance to survive:

grounds and agreed that they ‘placedat the main; intersection..

" would need to hire a full-time- - :—CouncilmanCox said the:
' ‘maintenance man for. both city needed "to-make. a formal’
~m51de and outside the facxhty request_to-the - State” nghwayh
““Roger Pate, prmcxpal at Pell Department to put a traffic hght-
‘ Clty Hlf;h School was" at the ‘at the intersection of 19th Street.

- -and’U.S. 231.- Cox pointed. out

:.'that the opemng of: .the _-'wac.
; Center will mcrease trafflc m :

‘the area,

: —appomtnienf but took nof
action:onan-to the Jefferson-"
‘Blount-St. Clalr Mental Healthl

Authonty

- Voted to raise the pay of
: Wilbur Fluharty from $2 50.to ,

- $2.90..
mayor onthe cleahup. projec
He said the hxghways have'
clean‘ He:also asked ‘the: po

'the Iltter laws

Also,-it was pom}.ed sut that a”
ndight would bé.

--Heard a report. from the'f;'

department to stnctly enforce.:




e DA!LY HOME. Talladega Sylacauga P c Ala.,

and 'more
equlpment “The" force now boa(‘

more

. officers and five cars.. - -
Lavton came-to thé Pell Cxty Pohce
Department nearly ‘17 years. ago;

~police: ch:ef

~ From ‘then untﬂ Oct 1, 1980 — when’

he was named chief after Bowhns
retirement  — -Layton 'has steadily

moved upward through the ranks, As a’
patrolman,’ sergeant and“captain, he

‘léarned the insand outs of pohce work
v~from the. bottom up.: o

‘City. “Counci ; members voted.-;
»unammously ‘last - October -—f on’
‘Bowlin's: recommendatxon = for_

_Iavton to serve as pohce chxef

““A'native.of Pell City, Layton rew up '

in‘the.Avondale Mill Village section of
town -and” graduated from . Pell City

‘High' School. After two: years in the -
U.S. Army, ‘be ‘returned to Pell City"

and worked another year “‘doing odd
obs
Y had always wanted to be in pohCe

work, ”'he said. ‘So whién, \Bowlin of-

konsxsted of five officers and two cars.:

lodav Layton is: Pell Clty s ohce‘;; “The Law,” ares sheriﬁs and policev

'ednesday, February 1, 1981

Lawmen have been attentionégetters

- from early history; an attribute of the -
;) professmn that v't:ch
* inmodern times.

people who make u ‘what many call "high

chlefs w:ll be featu

";‘;_fered the patrolman s 30b Layton
' accepted. - -

“I've been w1th the Pohce Depart— .
“ment ever since,"! -he. added '
shortly after Ruble Bowhn became!;i in
*“forcement, Layton has’ seen St Clair
-County go from a wet county to a dry
“one. He says going - . wet probably

‘law  en-

During:- his years

benefitted the  police department

- because there was less illegal drlnkmg

and more revenue. The extra money

.indirectly :boosted: the: cxty taxes that
_Eund the police force. . - ,
He also hasseen the. cnty undergo a »

populahon boom due to an’ influx of

residents eager to hve on the shores of :
" Lake Logan Martin.- :

“The laké has been’ very beneﬁc1a1
economlcally and -ini- .increasing ‘the
population, " but 'it’s’ put a ‘heavier

workload on the pohce department E

he said.
“Burglanes and break-lns .are_our

., biggest .problems: today, but I. dont~»
than

think - it’s . any worse here

" an ywhere else

‘these burglanes already,
_Sald RN

. father:

- headquarters
* enlargemient of the squad room -and
- ‘two“additiona} offices. ..~

,_screens have been ordered and are

expected arnytime: - : ,

-He also hopes to replace’ two patrol
cars: thlS year. In addmon ‘thecity
‘have ‘given a tentatxve go-
ahead for- rengvation - of pollce
sthat- will' ! mclude

*“I:think 'we've got-a. good bunch of

“men’ here’ now;"”: Layton said.- “The

pohce department’s ‘Tooking good =
we’ve got good working tonditions and
everybody gets along That’s the main
thmg e

Layton marriéd the former Ruby
Roe 20 years ago. They have four boys

T Jeff, 19; Clark 14; -and twins ‘Lee

and. Paul 9




Pell Clty Pohce Chlef Homer “Bo
‘Jack” Layton didn’t get his job thhout
expenence. Al 17-year veteran of the

Pell Cxty Pohce Department, Layton
" began his’ law enforcement careeras a
patrolman and ‘came up through the -

unammously appomted chxef by t
(,lty Counch_(Davnd Haynes phot




the ‘“‘misuse -of . the radio
'system in'the cxty
.‘He said there is.'‘too much

.]abbermg that shouldn’t be.
‘and it is time to.do-something,.
* about it.” It's’used “‘aliiost
“like” a :CB system. now, The

added
“*~ Incomplete. agreement with

Co¥, . Councilman Charles*
'-‘Lockndge said that. people,
iwere carrying- on . nothmg"
‘miore ;than~ “chxldxsh play on’

. our frequency

“Cox” explamed ‘that those o

- authorized -to have a crystal
" set, who.should not.be, were

interfering with the ‘‘normal’.
‘of. . the . =

~function of duties*
~. police.and fire: departments

Mayor Hugh Wllhamsonx}
, _-sald he would check: with the
_‘Federal Communications
.Commiission’ to -see: how: the;' .

'problem could be: alleviated: -
56 ‘before
-the: council:to: complam about

" hisrencounter:with .a‘mislead-
ing. speedbreaker- 'sign. He.
- said:he was.traveling:in a-30

. mph zone'and saw a sign that )

said speedbreaker

Twenty feet from_the: sxgn.

was:the” ‘speedbreaker and

.Black -contended. that. ‘that’

" distance did not allow enough

: oneern: Monday'ff
:-at the’ meeting of ‘the <"
‘Pell-City. City" Council, over

to. study them and at the next
- “rneefing: ‘take bids “to “see:
,what we're:working toward.”
Sawyer -added that“by;the ..

next-meeting he. would have a

recommendation for the-job'of.
city manager that he proposed
-, -at-the previous meeting. ‘

Miss Vandergrift presented

 prices for lights for the tennis:

“scourts inswhich! she “said.the
best. suitable lights: and’ polés.
Would run‘about $6220. ’

_The recreation committee:is

- to study the prices and check

into other alterna es for the

its " struction in -the “downtown
redevelopment project..

councﬂ :
- City . Attorney

Alabama Gas Corporatlon
offxc:als on the

Bill" Church.
‘-reported he  had:. contacted

le of . the;—

c1ty S gas system and they told

~him .that when the city
. determined the. sale .was -

“feasible!’ to meet W1th them

again. .
Tri. other busmess ]

. _Councilman Lockridge

reported that the fire depart-

ment is now in the process. of

enforcing the new fire codes.

——The council instructed. -

: the street committee to study '
" aproposal to lower the curbin .

front of the .courthouse to .
coordinate with the other side
of -the street- under  con-

~ ——Councilman Sawyer's
motion to give city employees -
July- 3. ,off- for Independence
Day died for a lack of a

. »second
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ing. speedbreaker: ‘sign.  He.
said he was.traveling:in a: 30°
_mph.zone'and-saw a sign-that .
said speedbreaker. '
Twenty. feet from the sign.
was.the’ speedbreaker, and
_Black -contended that “that’ |
" distance did not allow enough
..-timé for.a driver to slow down ' |
“énough to avoid doing damage Z
to his vehicle. - o

He added ‘that the sign was
- gingular,. meaning there
should only’ be one" speed-
: .breaker-ahead, yet there were’
* feur:more with no warning! ...
“'The - street committee,
‘headed: ‘by. :Councilman Joe

. Sawyer. is to study ‘the
problem.” .. ¢ P
CoiLinda Waldrop of Linwood:
- area'requested city water for °
‘her..property: but ‘the- Council:
-~ advised. her:that since: that

particular: section is ‘outside -

“the city limits; the city can not-
", furnish-water there. - L
‘Councilman -Sawyer:..com- i
_plained. that - the recreation .|
. committee was doing a:poor g
" “job of:.taking. care of: some- !
- thing the people requestedand - |
whatthe council had voted on; |
sin.reference to the. hiring -of, i,
_professional._umpires to call |
- baseball’games: "
. "Marcie ‘Vandergrift, di-
tor of the Civic Center; said !
‘been :a meeting in |

- decided:to. leave ‘the ‘umpire
“gituationas it was:. -

i~ ‘She-said that Councilman.

-Cox had stated then that the

ires were. ‘‘doing a good




In an effort to p’reveng'va:

‘congested and hazardous:

eondition at Pell City ‘High: ’

Schoo! and Duran Junior High
/ School, the Pell City Council

" Monday night approved a plan .

which- will barricade 12th
Street and Second Avenue
South in the area around the
schools from 8 a.m. to.3 p.m.
each school day. : i
A barricade will be placed

on 2nd Avenue,.South, on the ~

- |eft side of Duran, one.will be
_placed at the entrance to 12th
‘Street just off Highway 78, one

will be placed on First Avenue

Sputh at the entrance to-12th

Street and anotherwillblock a

driveway which runs around

the back of-the high school. -
Mayor Hugh
said-the plan- had been worked

— af Tt hun

. Doran?s,:-aski’n_g.vtvh:

_ proximate two-block:lon s
to"his properly ‘e’ chirted by
the City. The Council referred:

Hugghins to the.
~ Industrial (
',B(")"ard':replgcing.Ed‘.‘As Y L
* resigned several months ago. =

~ subdivision  regulations:
_ regulations, after:approv.
‘Williamson " s plann

Mental  Health:
added " his; comme

Subdivision in the
communit’y-,ﬁ!as’k “th

the matter “to the: streets
committee for-study.’ .- _
~-Appointed - lin

- PDeve

- --Approved the final:draft

the "city:s-planning.
sion, will:be: publish

time during “the: mo




will be placed on First Avenue
_South: at the entrance to. 12th
' street and another-will'block a
driveway which runs around.’
he back of the high school. ~
‘Mayor Hugh Williamson"
he plan had been worked
ut-with officials.of the two
; ools and the Board- of
-Iducation’in an effort to stop- -
‘automobiles from  “‘going.
‘around and around the schools
g an- extremely con-
and ‘hazardous con-
" "Police Chief - Ruble
approved-the plan and
structed by the Council
the barricades up as
s-possible.

" Wash
- 108

on

Tlue"Cqunqil'.also discussed
“the possibility of making: 12th -

will make. a decision’ after !
- determining the results of the :
barricades. S
" The Council . adopted a
" resolution - Monday night
which classifies the jobs of all
city employees, with full job
descriptions to be written :and:
published as soon.as possible.
" In other business Monday .
“night, the Council: — ©
~Heard Mrs. Vickie Brown,
director of the St. Clair Child.
Development Center, ask. that
" ‘the Center be. included.in the -
“City's budget . appropriations”
. for the coming fiscal year, and:’
also’.heard Dr, Layton.D. .
Dortitan, executive director, of i
the -Jeffeérson-Blount-St.- Clair
‘Mental ~ Health - Authori
~make a similar request’ Sam

‘ _Jories;‘ admiinistrator of the'St. ¥
_ Clair - County™ Hospital, - and-
member of: the -hoard -of the

©BOANU, 1SR s
* resigned several month: ago.: -

“subdivision - regulations:

-to an -existing city;

ot attended.
Street a one-way street, but . .. .

- —-Approved the final:dra

regulations, after:approy
the ‘city's*planning::
sion, will-be publish
time during ‘theim
September. " ,

“-Approved a roa
September for .the

“national’
cerebral ; palsy: fund - ,rai_'si‘r_lgf o

. campaign..

’ —-Appnm{edf the takmg of

 bids for. two riew automiobiles

for the police department.
—-Approved an -amendment
ordinance

. couneil
-each

which will  allg
members to-be pa
council mee

Nerofodin:
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New Radio 'Eq_uipmenf/

Pell City Police Chief RubLe Bowlin is shown
at his desk with a new radio system that is
currently being installed. Bowlin said the new
sys em is ‘“much better” than anything the

.department has had previously. The new
-equipment is being paid for through a grant from
. the Alabama Law Enforcement Planning
.Agency (ALEP). (NEWS Photo By Louis Muro)

Pel!CIi’y Police Dept.
receives new equapment

The Pell City Police
Depadrtment will have a new
feature soon with the com-
pletion of a new radio system
for the department, Chief Ruble
Bowlin said Friday.

Workers are currently in-
stalling the unit but have yet to
complete the project which will
give Pell City its best radio
equipment ever. Bowlin said the
new system is ‘‘just a whole lot
better” and added that he
doesn’t know when the in-
stallation will be finished.

The radio equipment for Pell
City was made available
through a grant from the

Alabama Law Enforcement:

Plannmﬁ Agency ( ALEPA)

The chief said the new unit is
more powerful and the

‘microphene is more sensitive.
and can pick up voices farther .

[P,

away. “One of the best things
about it is that we can call- the
Birmingham Trooper station by
just pushing a button,” Bowlin
explained.

He added that a ‘‘private
line” will ‘be installed on the

new equpiment which will allow

the base to talk to the patrol car
without anyone listening to-it.
Bowlin' said this will help if

important messages need to be

transmitted or if a burglar
alarm goes off.

A set.in the Clerk’s Office
upstairs in City Hall is also
being installed.
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Chie Cofattes on

Pell City Police Chief Ruble Bowlin, right, congratulates City
Patrolman Billy Joe Horton on receiving his certificate of
completion of the Photo-Electric Intoximeter and courtroom
procedures course. The course was presented at the Alabama
Police Academy in Montgomery. .

PT———— e+
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el Gy Offver
Completes Course

UNIVERSITY, AL.—Elbert
Turner of Pell City is one of 32
law enforcement candidates
completing the sixteenth
session of the Law Enforcement
Academy of The University of
Alabama. :

Turner completed the three-
part course and was graduated
at exercises at Martha Parham
West June 13. Gen. Taylor

Hardin, Alabama’s Com-
misioner of Mental Health, was
the speaker. :

Upon graduation, Turner
plans to work with the Pell City
Police Department. )

The' Law Enforcement

Academy of The University of
Alabama, established in 1972, is
one of four regional academies
that offer the 240 hours as
minimum

required under

standards of Alabama law. Six
six-week sessions are conducted
per year. '
“We feel this academy per-
forms- a vital function in
meeting the increasing demand
for professionalism in law
enforcement,” Russell Sum-
merlin, Director of Law
Enforcement Training at the

University, said.

Local Officer Graduates

Pell City Police Officer Elbert Turner (left) is shown as he ap-
peared June 13 following Law Enforcement Academy graduation
ceremonies at the University of Alabama. Pictured with Turner is
Russell Summerlin, director of law enforcement training at the

FTPEE P i




B PN TS Ty s e







e Sﬁﬁday ‘Morni

| | . New
© With the ji‘eturn -of-short -sl_eéve shirts this spring, Pell City police officer
. will be sporting new police department patches which were designed locally t

signify: thejCityidepartmgnt: The new; colorful ‘patches replace patches wor




Ap
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12 Pages.

ty Ad-

i

ch were bl_ack and gold. Above; C _
the new, patch displayed by Police Chief

. (News-Aeg

hoto by Mike Moser)

isp

hi
ies

icers'w

trator Con"Coupland stud:

Homer “Bojack” Layton

minis

" for several yeai"s‘ by city off







: » . officers: who'"ha
: \before disabling i

. ‘officers. This action, he! said, was in Tesponse to're
‘ ;cxsm in the community. over a police shootmg incident whxch
o 1gh-speed

n thus ffar, fro

Birmingham; atbomey 2) »
hmxts of fmes on: mlsdemeanors was’ set'

established at $150 per sessxon not t
. The council had .agreed. earher in
court sessmns to tw1ce monthly, to convene on Saturdays

to the city’s intenﬂon to annex property outside the city limits "
in conjunction with plans for a new industrial park on. High-
way 78 East. The land, already under _development by
Vollrath Industries, lies adjacent to Ribverside  police
juroisdiction and, in one area, Riverside town limits. The "
resolution sets forth the city’s intent to annex a portion of
land beyond the present city limits and seeks lehgislative
action from the county’s representative: and senator to
initiate local legisalation required to ‘move across police
]umsdicﬁons of a .

The COU'ICII also

ins discissed were a “tax. method” 6r “re
thod’j the councﬂ optmg to “reimbursem

ponees from the' state fund.’ 3jﬁ
greed the reimbursement method would be
risive and riost suitable for the city and was ™
ol by the Alabama League of Municipaliities, of ' .




Library Usage Rules
1. The first checkout can be a total of 2 items ‘
1 2. Oncethe first 2 items are returned, your new limit is 20 items

ot e R R T R A R

up to 2 movies per card
up to 4 audiobooks per card
. 0e checked out for 2 weeks. After 2 weeks, you can
“iweeks (up to 3 times). If your items are late, we
'ed..n late fees.

=5 or higher. The Library will require you to pay below
1)U can use it again.

~e family members who also have accounts, the

lop-~ itive fine below $5 in order to use their accounts.

.2 on our public printers are .10 per printed side.

' Library Usage Rules
‘total of 2 items

Cropval]  sturned, your new limit is 20 items
Ql}ﬁgeqtfyl" l,lé“s’f* to sut up to 2 movies per card
gg"&%gggownto the sut up to 4 audiobooks per card
bé‘fdré.‘,geggv?gétﬁf 2an be checked out for 2 weeks. After 2 weeks, you can
ot L L T ke weeks (up to 3 times). If your items are late, we

 Patte °"-'_‘b? Pﬂare‘é;;yin late fees.
) i $5 or higher. The Library will require you to pay below

you can use it again.

iate family members who also have accounts, the
lective fine below $5 in order to use their accounts.

ade on our public printers are .10 per printed side.

t.

Library Usage Rules

ut up to 2 movies per card

out up to 4 audiobooks per card

an be checked out for 2 weeks. After 2 weeks, you can

re weeks (up to 3 times). If your items are late, we

in late fees.

$5 or higher. The Library will require you to pay below

you can use it again.

7. If you have several immediate family members who also have accounts, the
family must keep their collective fine below $5 in order to use their accounts.

8. Any copies or printouts made on our public printers are .10 per printed side.




g\ Pell Cxty resuient who has

"past. and a salesman
with a slide presentatlon,
aatural gas conversion  of
ehicles appeared: before

e -city “dog - leas

with stray dogs for months.

.. ‘Whaley, -who was arrestedj
llast year. after he shot a dog on -,

‘hxs property, asked councll to

d trouble ‘with’ stray ‘animals
. enforced or take it off the books. r

Police: Chief-Ruble Bowlm both “¢
, ‘expressed concern -with i
Pell Clty councll Mondayv

Whaley, who hvesa ‘the
ctlon of '1st ‘Avenue and
treet, ‘appeared ‘before
1-to request. enforcement - ‘presented council; with: a: slide.
: law, * preséntatior- telling. of " the
explaining he has: been: troubled‘ :

~'vehicles from regular gasohnek ‘

either- sée that' the law ‘is

‘Mayor Hugh lehamson and

cil. -has expressed

. an: patrolmens flashlight;
[ est ‘in mvestlgatmg {

- -safety precaution wh
--direct traffic at night.
- Council accpeted
paving - around

Cropwell fire station,-
e ioobid on the project wit
approved a zonmgi span from $5,046:60'to $

" Couneil, agreed {0 pu
m\ the Walker’ Jlittle league football equ

from Smith and Hayes St
ds’ of Pell Clty

Whaley's problem and plédged ‘ad
to attempt to capture the stray -
animals in" the cmzen s
nexghborhood ‘ -

‘A representative of - Phllhps:

. uncxl approved an 0
prerise: beer license for the-
Corner Grocery Store, formerl :

virtues in  changing over
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To Police Depf—— R T

Pell C:fy adds mefer ma:d

By JENNA WHITEHEAD
NEWS Staff Writer

Pell Cxtys first female law
enforcement officer joined the
force on Monday, April 8, ex- -
cited, a little apprehiensive and
eager to get to work.

~ Marie Cooper, 23 year -old
native of Anniston came to St.
Clair County from Auburn,
where she spent four and one
half months. as dispatcher” for -
the Auburn Pohce Department.

Prior to her experience in
Auburn, Miss Cooper worked as
- dispatcher for the' Forestry
- Commission at the fire tower in
Fredonia, Al. for four years.

Miss Cooper’s primary duties’
at present will-include checking
the meters, issuing tickets for
improper parking, assisting
office work for the police
department, assisting other
officers with female prisoners,
and law enforcement training
school in the future.

Miss Cooper is a welcomed
addition to the Pell City force
and the fact that she is a female
will serve the force in. good
stead, as was pointed out by a
fellow policeman, “We can’t

MQ,I' le COOpel' | search women.”




‘heard that Pell City had a pretty new ‘'Meter
Maid” on duty Monday she did what any other
red-blooded reporter ‘would do: Grabbed a
camera and went looking for the comely Miss.
‘After a detour through Pell City Drug- where
“Melba -Till Allen, was campaigning, ~ the
inquisitive editor resumed the search for the
meter maid and soon spotted her across the

1t Only Hurts When You Laugh

" When Obégfvér Associate Editor A'nne‘Corhett ’

'ST. CLAIR OBSERVER

“street, busily writing a tickét, Good time for a

picture. But while she was focusing her camera,

Associate Editor did a double take. Turned out-

the car about to receive the ticket was HERS.
But she perservered, and- it wasn't long before

"the Meter Maid, Miss Marie Cooper, had herself

another violator — one Fate Gossett, shown
above receiving his citation. But from Fate's
expression, one gathers, it hardly hurt at all.
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Pell City Policemen
Ask For Raises At
Council Meeting

Pell City Police Department
employees presented a petition
to the Council at its meeting
.Monday night for raises for the
department. o

The . Council told - the
petitioners that the raises
should have been discussed first
with the police chief and then
presented to the finance
- committee for study. . - -

The City ‘has in -the past
reviewed salaries for all em-
- ployees on an annual basis and
made increases to all city
employees at the same time,
when warranted. The Council
asked Chief Ruble Bowlin to
make a study of police depart-
ment salaries in cities com-
‘parable in size to Pell City and
" report to the Finance . Com-

mittee. L

Plans have been finalized for

vitations for bids will be sent out
according to specifications

~_drawn by the engineer. A study

will also be made of the

possibility. of adding some

- sewer lines for residents of 12th
- Circle at the same time,

- Louie ‘Payne discussed with -

. the Council a delinquent

for a reduction in ‘accumulated

interest. charges. The matter
was referred to the Utilities
Department  for study.

" However, the Council felt that if

the request was granted for one
property owner, than it would
be necessary to do the same for
everyone.

Gerald Ensley also met with
the Council and discussed. the
possibility of extending water
service to a trailer park which
he is constructing behind the
Industrial Park to.Highway 78.
The project had been reviewed

with the Utilities Department
and - after discussion, the

Council agreed to run the water
from the Industrial Park to his
property.

Ensley will pay for the cost of

the materials in his subdivision.
-.and the City will pay for the
.. extension of city sewer service -

_to the Industrial Park and in-

installation. This isa practice

.which has been followed for

private. developments in the
past. Gas for the anticipated 126
lot project was also discussed
but no investigation had been
made for that utility.

It was reported to the Council
that the old ice house on
Cogswell is in the process of

. ‘being torn down and that the old
~ Continued On Page 2

Policemen-

Continied From Page1 .~
Davis house on Comer Avenue
has been sold and will be torn
down.

Mayor Dill Nixon reported
that he had learned from
Southern Railway that possible
funds might be available
through the revenue sharing
“death trap” funds for the
railroad crossing problem on
Truss Ferry Road and the
Council will investigate  the
possibility.

The Council voted to pay for
paving for a strip between the
present curbing and paving at
the First Baptist Church so that

. the paving will be solid. ~

While this paving is being
done, the City will also pave the
ramp going from Highway 78 to
231 (behind Post Office) and the
right of way across the street
from the Pell City Steak House.

Bids were opened for' the
planned city shop building. and
all bids were rejected since they

. exceeded expectations. New
. invitations to bid will be sent
out. =
Mrs. Jean Brandli infroduced
Mr. Lee Shaver, new General
Manager of the Coosa Valley
Telephone Company, to - the
Council and reported on the
installation of new electronic
switching equipment for the
-company. She said that when
the installation is complete, her
company will be the first in-
dependent telephone company
to have this ultra-modern
.equipment.

The 50 miles per hour hour
‘speed-limit on Highway 231
South as" set by the Alabama
State Highway Department was

discussed and the Council felt --

that the new radar equipment
and extra patrolling would help
solve the problems being ex-
"perienced with motorists ex-
ceeding the new speed limits.
An on-premises.beer license
was approved for Odell Wallace
and Otis Smith, proprietors of
the Hotsie-Totsie Club.
Possible paving projects for
the summer were discussed and
the City will study the needs and
requests and work toward a
contract with the Countv for



' 'numbered  book

O MR ssing of the Pell
rney, a full council

awn shop ordinance’:

\

ty. This ‘acti

. :The law, w
- effect” imm
! ‘publishing
“-iadvertisement
- for pawn ' sh

“a lega
‘week, calls
to- keep a
{ - numbel )k .inwhich serial
- numbers, descriptions - and
*.name, age and address of the
e l;:e_rsmn pawning the item will be
ept. o

- The pawn shop- owner is to -

‘report to  the police chief
- transactionis every Tuesday and
~ Thursday and violation  of the
law could result in fines ranging
from§lto$200, . T
. Council decided to keep.pawn
?ho license at $200 for the city
ee

y Council adopts
ce for pawn shops |

‘Municipalities “was lade
voicing objection to a proposal -
ght during a special - .auditor’s -off,i‘ce :
Er i moved u .books . once’ a . year.

-, Mayor-Hugh Williamson, would

o . simply.place an additional tax -
burden on the public and was
.- designed solely for the purpoge
- of being. used as a vehicle ‘to

: ity. Th ion was-d
_onrequest of Police Chief Ruble -

“-a’_unanimously "app
resolution to “Leagu

by the state’ a
calling for the state to audi

proposed measure; accordi

‘expand the auditor’s office:

. =Councilman Dr. Joe Sawyer -

~ commended. city - engineer

. Charles  .Tucker - for work -
.. recently ' performed  on can.

0 -drainage problem.. .-

“between the Old Coal City Raod
and Hwy 78 just east of the

Avondale Ball Park. . B
- -Agreed again to sponsor.a

summer- baseball program for -
‘young men up to $500 as last
year. oot
.~ -Approved Morgan Arnold as, |
- a new firefighter for the city..

~Arnold is an EMT I and is in the.
-process. . of

certification.

de f‘fl

_-Agreed ‘that a- survey was
“/needed of a drainage problem
:near the Intermediate School
-and a. ‘drainage problem



By Scottie Vickery

News correspondent. -

PELL CITY — When Pell City Police Officer Rick
Simmons reports to- work Monday, it will be the first day |
he’s been to the office in a month, S R R

1 | he would recommend to the City Council that Siramons be
o fired. ST RE I R L
.. Layton said-he made the recommendation because Sim- :
'} mons secretly conducted an independent investigation con-
1~ cerning an insurance claim filed by Mayor Harvey Wat- .
-] son’s wife, Eveyln, who said herj‘diamopd ring was stolen.

g

The City Council decided not to accept Layton's recom- |

Inendation Friday at a hearing Sim ons had requested,
.Simmons’ attorney, John Falkenberry, of Bimlingham,,
asked the hearing be closed because Simmons’ good name

- and character would be discussed.-

After almost three hours of discussion, Mayor pro-tem
Joe Wheeler asked the council if there was a motion to
Aaccept the chief’s recommendation. No one answered, so
Simmons was reinstated to t\hgpolice’ department. :

1 consider this 10 be as miuch of a vicl
council had voted unanimously
+| mendation,” Falkenberry.

- Scott that said her ova] diamond ring was stolen
¢ March 25 and March 26 when she was a patient a 1
| Clair Regional Hospital, Mrs, Watson listed the v:
thering at g4.295.," T RO Asted

- Teceived $1,000 from the Fidelity ang Casualty Co. of New
« York for the loss ofithe ring. - : BN

. down the toilet after he emptied his wife’s dirty sponge.
‘bathwaterinjt. A

_ Simmions, who_has’ been ‘With the Pell Ci
‘Department for 10 years, said he was “vers
about going back to work, because Wa

. “T was expecting to be fired, I was

until the next mayor took office,” he ‘s'aidy

S S month that Simmons conducted the investis
Simmons, 33, has been suspended with pay since July 26 resu
- when Police Chief. Homeér “BoJack” Layton told him that. 4 Mis. W éfson»fﬂed 4k ,

of the bad feehngsbetween the two.
t report in April wi

i

fed June 27 shows that the Witkorys

A document da

Simmons said he interviewed five hospital employees

who said Watson said he accidentally flushed the ring -

In a report fﬂedJuly 14, Simmons said, ©. ., there was ..

. Watson said thatiiwhen his wite fis{ rea lized the ring |
Was missing, he was afraid he had flushed the ring, but he

-that couldn’t have happened.

@he Biemingham News / SATURDAY ; iy

mingham Post-fiéinja‘ltd | Aug. 27, 1988 _




- By CARL A MOSLEY
PELL CITY — Pell City Council
members failed Friday to take fors
-mal action on Police Chie¢f Homer
" “‘BoJack™ . Layton’s recommenda-
< tion that Sgt. Rick Simmon’s em-
pelgyment with the city be termma-

The Co,unc,xl’s f_aﬂure to act
-means that Simmons, who has been
suspended from his duties with the
police department since late July,

~will retarmn to work Mornday at 7.

am

-The meeting, whxch began at
3:30- p.m. Friday, was closed to the
» “public ‘at the request of Simmons’

: attomcy, Jack Falkenberry. -

Falkenberry said the request to
“close the hearing to the public was

‘made because .it “‘involved the

+good name and character’ of hxs
client.

~After hstcmng to tesumony for
more than - 212 - hours, Council .

members Roy Holladay, James
‘McGowan, Ricky Staples and May-

‘or Pro-Tem Joe Wheeler delibera-

ted for a short time without reach-
ing an agreemeit on whether or not
to -affirm- Layton 's" recommcn
tion. -

N

2-- DAILY HOME, 'ranadeg.-Sy

.‘$1 000 on the

filed by Mrs
“sdulent and that

‘ Mayor Harvey Watson had ear-
Lier  recused hlmself from the,
proceedings. b

“That’s the end. of it,”” said city

attorney Bill Trussell. *“’mc Coun-

* cil made no decision to take any

action on Chief’ _.ytOn §. recom-
mendation. That means that Sgt.
Slmmons will be: able to remm to

WOrkK.

A 10-year veteran of . the Pell
City Police Department, Simmons
was charged by Lay

counts of msuborr“nanon and fail- -

urc to follow proper departmemal
procedure stemming from the in-

 vestigation of a theft report ﬁled by

Mayor Watson’s wife, Evelyn

Mrs. ~Watson
claimed that her:$4,295 diamond
ring was stolen between March 25
and 26 while she was a patient at
St. Clair Regional Hospital.

'According to documents, a New ‘

York City based: insurance compa-
ny_ subsequent th

While inves
Simmons said -he dxscovered
evidence mdlcaung that the report

cxdentally lost. -

:ugl-Pell Clty, Ala, Saturday Sunday, Aug 27-28

It nng the incident, -

Ch
o

188‘




ROL PAPPAS

ly allowmg their dogs’ to: run: at

. the arrests were simply a rhistake, -
- The alleged violators should have

- ATt was jus
- were humiliat

LL CITY — In the aftennam.
- > residents being arrested last
- week:and fingerprinted for alleged- -

- large, Mayor Harvey Watson says,

m saxathe called a halt :o"'»" i
lhe arrests-when he leamed of Lhem '

added

: of bodxly injury. agaii
'po xce off cer — “I
though_tn was a. ke."” But, she |

week, however, were arrested nder o

B -“They crack; down.on dogs what .
about murdere ;- an thleves? S she. »

'are prohxbxted‘ Bi{

Dog ordmance wolators' a'rlre'sts_\
‘a mlstake » PeII,_ Clty ma yor‘sa ys

" As‘an example he used a threat o

catcher as grounds for arrest. . -
The three who weré arrested.last

Smce rhere is no arrest provxsxon, :

" inithat ordinance, their cases, are:.‘_ o
g.',_'expected 1o be/dlsmlssed and: a i
:Ef“record of theif: arrests’ done away., L

The ordmancc states lhat'dogs S
om runmng at .

‘ato be»‘c
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Progress is ehangmg...fer the better The-
more -challenges -~ we _meet...the . more
discoveries. we make...brmg us closer .to our
goal of a hetter life for all. Let’s aim for con-
~tinued success for Pell Crty m the 8ﬂs

: PeHCny Police Deportmem ’

Bottom Row (L-R) Chief -Homer Layton, Ptl. Morrrs-’* :
- ‘Smith, Ptl. Noel Washington, Pil. Mike McCombs,
“Asst. Chief Shaffer ‘Griffin. 2nd Row. (L-R) PHl. Bill
" Turner, Pil. Joe Davis, Sgt Ed- Pennington, P, Ricky

Simmons, Pil. Larry: Hyatt, Cpl. Oscar Callahan. Top’
Row (L R) Sg’r Srd Scoﬁ Ptl. Bill Gurley, Pil; Ray

LI




héngiﬁg...’fbrf the better. The
‘we  meet..the ‘more -
nake...brmg us clnser to our

life for all. Let's-aim for con-
I Pell Clty m the Bﬂs

yPohce Deportmem‘ ‘ =

ow :(L-R) ‘Chief Homer Loyion Pl Morrzsw -
I.. Noel Woshmg’ron Ptl. “Mike McCombs,
of Shaffer Griffin. 2nd Row. (L-R)-P1l. Bill -
1. Joe Davis, Sgt. Ed. Pennington, Pl Ricky- -
Ptl. Larry Hyatt, ‘Cpl- Oscar Callahan:

-Sgt, - Sid Scott; Pl Bl” Gurley Ptl
H. Robert Beavers :




This new- strycture was completed "February,

firetighters 24
ladder-tower tiuck

city.

H.H. Wi,ll_ic’én;
‘Maoyor

“Hours per day and houses the. ci
“This gives added

Paul Turner’
Councilmon®

~ Billy Church, City Attorney.

‘New: Cropwell Fire Stdation

.. Char S,Lééknge

198 :
ty's rescue truck, ‘putnper ‘and.

re protection to fhe'.sou‘fhém'pdﬂ of 6'Ur"

F4

* Councilman

It is manned by two

.. ForrestWalls. .
o "'.CoUhc'_ilm_on-, sy o, o . Countilm

Bettie Scnttc,

o Wwilbbelocate
cupy dpproximate

- -being. designed ai
- Tucker,. :Consultir
- “This .new facility w
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' ‘Néwa_rop.wll Fire Station
s completed February, 1981.

It tis ‘manned" by two

er day. and houses the city's tescue truck, pumper and o N\

is gives added fire protection to the southernpart of our

. . B

_Pavl Tdérner’

~Charles Lockridge
Councilman:

Forrest Walls
Councilman .~

~ Billy Church, City Attorney.

it will bé located on Tocker Road-and will oc-
cupy approximately 600,000 sq. ft. The plant is

-being. designed and. constructed by Charles E.
“Tucker, € rs
“This new facility will afford sewage services for
hundreds of moré homes in ourcommunity. -

‘Consulting ‘Engiﬁeer,s, ‘Birmingham.

_“Councilman - .

Bettie Scatt, City Clerk

_— '»'Brfn,e.tt Lo'-\'fvle.y.
5. .. Councilman™ = .

~Councilman




