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RAGLAND ROUNDBALLERS—This 1929 Ragland Basketball team consisted of (front row, }-r) Floyd Davis &
A e ahinenn Mhark row) Calvin Ruby, Mr. Hand (coach), Fabert Davis, and Manley Hare.
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH—-Fxrst Baptist Church i
purchased in 1904; This picture was taken in 1915:
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Hotel built in 1907 by Hardy & G. P. Cornett

Hundreds of interesting stories could be written
about the early beginnings of Pell City, but none
could be more fascinating than were the actual
characters who comprised this City’s earliest

nopulation.

Hardy Tarnev wree smm e

ST 5010mon L SUEIOE Wag u Cman ror iz
seasons” who combined his many talents to be-
come afarmer, merchant, politician, school teacher,
railroad agent, bank director, cotton broker, church
and civic leader and ultimately, an elder statesman
of local history. Sumter Cogswell was very fortu-
nate, indeed, to have had the able assistance, sheer
determination and abundant resourcefulness of
individuals such as those two in helping to assure
the success of his new city.

Hardy’s family moved from Harris County,
Georgia in 1862 to settle on the Jim Coleman
plantation atRiverside. He was only thirteenat the
time, but in later life could vividly recall the
difficult years of Teconstruction after the Cjvil
War. Almost seventy five years later he would
recall the war years, Carpet Baggers, hard times,
and especially would he remember the lack of food
that was so prevalent. He stated that he was
“raised” on buttermilk and cornbread and always

knew when Sunday came because that was the
only day of the week whep the family had biscuits
for breakfast.

It was fortunate for many St. Clair residents, in
that day and time, that wilg game was plentiful
during those difficult years. The food supply of
man families depended upon the marksmanship of
the hunter. During the family’s first winter in
Riverside, Hardy killed enough wild duck and
geese to enable his mother to make and fill a large
feather bed and two pillows. An abundant deer
population also enabled him to kil] two large bucks
onone morning’s hunt. His uncle was hired by Jim
Coleman to protect his wheat crop fromthe geese.
He not only paid him for his marksmanship, but
also furnished a horse, gun and an ample supply of
shotgun shells to accomplish the task. It can be
assumed that everyone in Riverside ate wild geese
during the winter of 1862.

Hardy’s family moved to Seddon, after having
lived at Riverside for a number of years, and his

Jiil @ large jeather bed and
Iwo pillows.

father operated a water powdered cotton gin that
had been constructed o Fishing Creek. The
family ginned an estimated two hundred bales of
cotton per season, and his father’s financial pros-
pects were vastly improved, but the unexpected
happened. The authorities decided that the im-
pounded water behind the dam was the cause of an
outbreak of chills and fever and required that it be
destroyed. Ironically, the old mill and dam site
have long been covered by the backwaters of a
much larger dam. Today, even though the dam
and mill cannot be located, the foundation of the
old Seddon Baprist Church that was nearby can be
seen on the bottom of Fishin g Creek slough durin g
the low water lever of winter pool.

Hardy’s father then purchased the land now
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COOSA-ALABAMA RIVER

The Coosa River is formed by the Oostanaula
and Etowsh Rivers at Rome, Georgia, and de-
scends some 450 feet to its Junction with the
Tallapoosa, 285 miles downstream, to form the
Alabems River. The Alebama, flowing through
the coastal plains, descends about 106 feet
in the 315 miles before it joins the Tombig-
bee to form the Mobile River, which flows to
Alabama's growing port city of Mobile.

Alabama Power Company hes been licensed to
construct hydroelectric and flood control
dams which will create navigable lakes, as-
suring a nine-foot navigation channel- (minus
the essential locks) for this entire distence
along the Coosa River. To open this long
stretch to barge navigation will require the
addition of locks in the dam structures. Pro-
vision for these locks is part of the plan-
ning of the dams, which will be built under
the supervision of the Corps of Engineers.
Construction of Lock 3 Dem is scheduled to
get under way shortly by the Alabama Power

Company . '
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Clhe Birmingham News

GEORGE G. EDEN
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In Alzibama Schools—

Ragland .

new high school

BY THELMA YOUNG
News staff writer
RAGLAND, Oct. 31—Construc-
{ion has started on the new

high school at Ragland.

1t will, at first, consist of one
wing, but later addifional class-
rooms, a cafeteria and gym-
nasium will be added, Then the
present two-story Ragland High,
built in 1918, will be ‘torn down.

The first portion of the school

'now under construction will:also

house the :liome economics de-
partment, - science ‘labs, library
and two classrooms. These -de-
partments .constitute, for the

time being, the greatest need at

‘Ragland High.. The present phy-

sical plant;: although. adequate
cannot accommodate morejthan
its 450 students now emolled in
the 12 glades
Geoige ‘G. Eden is in lus
fifth’ year as punupal of Rag-
land Hngh, having come to this
school 101948 “as -classroom
teacher and coach, and has
spent:his entire carcer in this
school, ‘Eden has his B.S. and
M.S. ‘degrees from Jackson-
ville ‘State. ‘He has 16 teach-
ers on his faculty.’

THIS WAS AT ONE time a
coal mining town with a popu-
lation of considerably more than
its present 1,200. Mining has giv-
en away to cement and brick
making, the main. industries
now. Lock Three Dam, on the
Coosa River, is presently under
construction, and is expected to

B N

e olen heing huilt, and

ted to|!

building

mayor, and memhels of “the |
council are Ed Weiss, Windon |
Edge, Otis Boswell, Arthur !
Liggan and Alden Bunt,

RAGLAD ALSO benefits fromi.
the interest -and assistance off
the Quarterback Club, with 125;
members which contribute ap-\:
proximately $1,000 a year to the|:
school. Charles Ford is presi-|

{remedial: leadmg was “started’

help the entire area. A new pipe|---

dent.

The problem of chopouts
which is.very real in niost
schools,. is of ng great concern
here. This can be attributed in
part to .an excellent course of
study, which includes trigonom-!’
etry and solid geometry as a
combmatxon course, - industrial
arts, chemistry and physics. on
an altematmv basis, and, :start-\{
ing .in: Jumm hlgh h\ﬂce ask
mucly. time ‘s being spent ont:
English ‘in. the seventh; eighth!
and:ninth grades. A plogxam ‘of !

1ast ‘year; too.

For the:past three years lo-
cal individudls have given four
Ragland community scholar- |
slnps -each valued at $200. The |
scholarshxps are ‘awarded:on |
the basis of need, scholastic |
achievement in hxgh chool,
ahility to succeed in college,
a desire to attend college, and
citizenship.

O. D. Duran is supermtendent'i
of St. Clair ‘County schodls, and|
menbers of the board of educa-’
tion are Harold Williams, presi-|
dent, Ralph Windham, James'




Wallace opens Ragland plant
Ground was broken in Ragland Saturday for a $2.5 million pipe plant, CAPCO,
a subsidiary of Woodward Iron Co., Birmingham. Gov. George Wallace, second
from left, did honors, along with St. Clair Probate Judge Hoyt B. Hamilton, left;
Woodward President W. R. Bond, next to the governor, and S. D. Weaver, who
will manage the plant.



Ground Breaking Ceremony

RAGLAND, ALABAMA

Saturday, February 1, 1964, 3:00 P. M.

FOOTEALL STADIUM

Announcing A Multi-Million Dollar

ASBESTOS CONCRETE
'PIPE PLANT LOCATION

Hon. GEORGE C. WALLACE

GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA
AND

Hon. W. R. BOND

WOODWARD IRON COMPANY

A Plogram Yo Y

MASTER OF CEREMONIES ........................ ... ... . Hon. Hoyt B. Hamilton
Judge of Probate

INVOCATION ... i Rev. W. W. Brown
WELCOME .-« Hon. C.eofge W. ]ones
Mayor of Ragland

PRESENTATION OF GUESTS - ... Hon. Edwin Holladay
St. Clair County Representative

INTRODUCTION OF HON. W. R. BOND...... S Hon. L. E. Baer

President, National Cement Co.
PRESENTATION OF

THE GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA.................. ... ... .. Hon. John H. Martin

CLOSING REMARKS . .o Hon. Hoyt B. Hamilton
Judge of Probate
GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY AND INSPECTION OF SITE

“"PROGRAM ARRANGEMENTS COMMITTEE”

Hoyt B. Hamilton, Judge of Probate, St. Clair County
George W. Jones, Mayor of Ragland, Alabama
Edwin Holladay, Representative, St. Clair County
John H. Martin, Attorney, Pell City, Alabama
J. B. Walters, County Commissioner, Ragland, Alaboma
O. D. Duran, St. Clair County Superintendent of Education
H. L Eubonks, County Agent




RAGLAND LIBRARY

FALIL HOURS
EFFECTIVE AUGgusT 27,
(472-2007)
MONDAY- 3:30p p~ 8:00 , o
TUESDAY- 3:30 -8:00
p.m. p.m.
WEDNESDAY- 3:30 -6:00
p.m p.m,
THURSDAY- 3:30 -6:00
p.m p-m.
FRIDAY- 1:00 - 4:00
p.m. p.m.
SATURDAY-9:00 a.m = 12:00 p.m.
SUNDAY- closed '

1990

*STORY TIME FOR ALL CHILDREN PRE-SCHOOL -SIXTH GRADE EVERY SATURDAY*

PRE-SCHOOL- 9:00-9:30
first -third-10:0-10:30
fourth -sixth-10;30-11:00

*WE ARE STARTING A HOME BOUND PROGRAM; IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE
WHO CAN NOT GET TO THE LIBRARY BUT WOULD LIKE TO USE IT'S

SERVICES PLEASE CONTACT THE LIBRARY.
TAKE BOOKS TO THEIR HOME*

WE WILL BE HAPPY TO
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The Settlerment of kagland

It was a beavtiful wvornive on that day 115 years ago which ovenet our
tistory. There were three nain things that aprealed to these travelers.
They were (a) cheap land, (b) rich soil, aud (c) plenty of gare and fish.
The werm rains had left the air fillsd with strong odors of wild srapes and
horeysuckles., The mocking bird was sinring and swaying in the top of the
trzes, while the call of the Guail and turkey was louder than usual., Even
the friendly Indians felt a closer protecbion than they had felt before.
however, the Indian's showed some curosit: &u the unusal sight of ihe travel-
ers, who coring from land further north stopred here and there and ferained.

The rarty was srall and the leader seemed to e a stalwart young men
with a gun on his shoulder, and & sweet facsd woren, on norseback with a
babe on her lap,

They made camp on a little stream which eritied into the Coosa iiver,
wihere a heavy deposit of limestone was iound.

These people who hac¢ traveled the long way from Tenn. to Central &ls.
o horseback and a foot found %he prorxised land, land where they could wore
ship tieir waker and rear their ciildren in the faith which appealed to
t]fiem L

Gvittlerment came inio

Lox were 1
tuilt their - cab
of .orming Star Hil

firsgh
i5 now

LR

1

L X
3 l. ‘homas X. 4dams, anotherm one
of our old szitlers, wio owned 160 acres of land, settiled whers lrs., dargreat
Douglas now lives. Ielson ilash and #estly Griffin selected the land where
the Cement Plant now s unds. Sarual 4eed rarried Celisa, the daughter of

lives, near tie botd

Senuwal Gordon, and trne two families bogetiier built their cabin in the exact
where the Green house siands today, Andrew Dickson lived one and one-
wiles east of Lagland on tue Lock fhree road. Stephen 7iood sotiled on
land that is now being occupied by lir., Johnny Gray. It is located one

mile south of Magland., &ilton ¥eDill lived one half wile west, off the
wegcedonia road. ifoeh Daffron's land was loczted on the exact spot where %,

Te Laffron lives teday, Chrisper Davis was located on the lime guarry land,
two imiles south of Hzgland. Thomas R. Adams also married Virey Lox, the
sister of Allen Box,

oo g

Folly Box was a wowman of strong character and deep elizious convictions.
The preaclers were welcomed in ler iome, and her front porch served as the
firsy church. The first sethodist Church was a log cabin built aear the foot
of worning Star Hill. This church was named Rhodes Chapel, alter Uncle
Billy Rhodes, ang o1d minister, who wss Loved by all.The relisious life was
greetly enriched by . A. J. Dickerson and wife, who came to this conmunity

from South Carolina.
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Wre. Dickerson was a singer and both he a&nd his wife were active church
workers. Their children did much %o enrich the religiocus life of thne
community. The present kethodist Church property was river to the metho-
dist people by Sammazl Eeed on October 23, 1868, This property was given
through the trustess, btr. H. W, Box, W, D. Flovd, and Thomas Fhillins to
belong forever to the church as long as used as church property, but to
revert to the Keed h?irs if o%ther wise used.

This property has gently rolling grounds, and plenty of watsr that has
long caused this ground, we are gethered on today, to be used as a meeting
place.

Cur first wethodist church was built of logs, which was later torn
down and replaced by a frame building. This building was used until it was
torn down and replacs=d by the brick buildéirg that we are still using. lhe
fetr.odist Church has alwsys ieen located on the same spot it now stands.

leter the Baptist people organized a church, where the Buptist people
organized & church, where the Baptist Church now stands. This was a frame
buildirng owned by the Fethodist Church and sold to the Baptist people. The
church wes later torn dowr, and replaced bty a brick building, our tresert
faptist Cnurch.

The chu.ch of the colored peorle was orgarized in the vear of 1714,
under the leadzrsnip of Jin Wiley and C. L. -itechell. ilev and .itchell
thought there should be & coélersd Bartist chiurch in Ragland, so hher steris
a pebition to orgamize a Beptist church of hagland. This petition was sent
to the associstion which was headed by the Mev. K. 1. Tremble, and a conan=
ittee organized & Baptist Church in Few Town,

This building was a one room log house, which was also used as & school
house, and church. 1% was given the name of Colbenezer Beptist churck.

The Kev. Dan Formen was theflirst pastor of the eight member church.
Turing the time he was pastor, the little church and lot was brousht from
Sythus tarris for $75. It was durirg the time that the Kev. Wallace was pas-
tor that the little house was burned, and the services were held iw the home
of L. V. Culpepper.

In 1918 they finished paving for the lot and got ¢ clear deed, but as
sore of the members lLad nmovec away or died, a church had rnot yet been built.
It was in the year of 1620 that the church was tuilt under the leadership of
L. V. Culpepper, and was remodled in 1850 under the lsadsrsiiip of the Rev.
8. S. Thomas. The church which row has over 2 hundrec members was rebvilt
ir 1940 by the Kev. J. I, Chambers.
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Supnose we stor her to tell you how the little corpunity of kagland
got its name, lefore the civel war, Usorge sepland and a »r. Sims form

Talledga came to the Community of Trout Cresk, and ssarted our first cozl
rmires. (ne of Lhese coual nires wes loczted where the kdpe Sroe Shop is
toda;

l:.

It was about this time that ourf Coniederate lads started arilling
and used as their ¢rill ground the land where ‘he Hethodist Church -iow
stands.

These anines were worked by slaves which were brought from Talledga
county. Aboul this time the first post office was established on the Henry
Fox place, arnd mail ran fror Bolton Cross keads (now Coal City) by the Box
rlace on to Green Sport.

The post office was then changed form Trout Creek to Kagland, ir honor
of the Hagland-Siris Coal Cperaztion. As the vears passed children's children
began to take the place of The old timers, and so the commrity of kerland
lives on.

Cur first schceol
was built of wood. W
T

house was locate
e attendancs of

A
to the nopulation. Tiis Luildivg wa

rlaced bi anotier [rans Liild
wes held ir the upstairs of lowlind store.

scrool when the buildinz was burned,

Their furriture and books were siwilar to ours, even tho:zh it wes a
two teacher school.

In 1918 W. T, Erown gave the land for our present school building.
Teis tuilding was wade of brick, and now has a faculty of 17 teachers and an
enrollment of 516 students,

The school building is located two blocks east of Ragland.

Ir 1915 ¥ when iew Yewn was founded the colored people thought it would
not be & progressive community with out a school. It wes deciced that T. D,
Witchell and L. V. Culpepper elected & comuittee, L. V. Culpepper, Jim Wiley,
and Frenlk Frayer , imgzkkex to get the County Hoard of Zducation to get a
location for the school.

The first school was foried Noverter 1, 1%16, with twenty students, and
they only went four months & year. This was a log buildi:g with Elvira Hilmon
frow Birmingham as teacter. She was paid {20 a month, partly paid by the
county and partly by the cormunity.




the tzacher »nd ter studernts wert ir the wcoos to ret sone
wood, end wiille they wers pone the bui-ding caught [ire src burned down
vefore they returnecd.

School was triem keld =t Jim Wiley's hiome for the remainer of the
-rear. Until the =ear of 1626, the church house was usec¢ as & school.

In the vear of 1926, the school had grown to & two teacher school,
with an increase of salarv, In this vear L. V., Culpepper and Jim Wiley
zave the land where the cclored school is now located.

In 1927 the pres:unt school rouse was started and school was taught
in this uncompleted building until 1938, when it was finished by Jesse
Culpepper. It was chartered an few Town Jr. High School in 1940, znd
had the facult: of three teschers.

During the thirty two years of history of this school, it has hzd
twenty three btoachers.

glavc we s Y“Iown as

the Lastv and

3.
West. Tﬂls t-&i: ‘ro C throur e FRIArT ew
end on te rell Citv. The de: 2t is now lxg Bowiin's
store and wos [1ve

of Georre wagland,.

It was albout 1902 or 1903 that the Sealosrd Air Line trought out tae
0ld Test¥IA %zzxt end dest. They changed the line to its present location
and extended the lins to Eirmingham.

The first store of Iaglend was owned bv J. F. Reed, J. K. Brown, &nd
ir., Familton. &r. heed owned a store on the cornor of Ragland where .irs.
lare now has 8 garage. Tris was an olé Fashion frawxe building. ¥r.
Trown's store was located just west of ir. ie C. Joned'! store. ilr.e ¥. G,
Zamilton's store is still stendirg directly across the street in fpont of
lirs Kare's garage. This is @n old frame buildi ané¢ all though it is
practically in ruvins it still stands bravely. UHaking the bo?lDPlPW of
our cormunity in Ragland.

3

i

The text of our next study will be the industries of Ragland. The
first industry of FKagland was coal mining. George kaglend anc a lir.
Sims came here from Talladega County and formed the Ragland ard Sims in-
ing Corporation. They brought regro slaves from Talledza Courty to work
these rires. About the first mines wus located down btowzrds kr. Lickinson's
sew will. Among the other first cne was the one docated where the fidge shoe
Shop is tcday and another one is one mile wast of kagland,



It was in the year of 1¢¥06 or 1807 that the Erick Yard wzs estab-
lished. Its lccation las always been where it is today, one-half xile
northwsst of town. Tuis location has always Geen good because of the
supply of shale and convenencies of the railrozd. Its chief aim is the
waking of trick.

i

OQur next phirase of the indnstries of Kagland is the sew zills The
first saw mill was cwned by Watt T. Brown, and was located where the
City LHall stends today.

The saw mill today is locmted about two blocks west of Raglerd and
is vwned by Mr. Dickenson. This mill produces lumber thas is usec in
our present war effort. It gets all of its logs from the from the sur-
roundings of Ragland.

At onre time the saw mill burned excent the claner and later-was
Imxe revleced by ir. Dickerson.

In 1604 or 1805 ir. W. B, Shaffee and his associates came to Hagland
and built the Cenment Flant. Due to the chesp land, good transyori:tion,
stone. lag 1€LG Locame a zood canher for t:e cement
elwavs neen locz-ed at the rwlazcs stands tods: .
The deposit cf li:estone which <u,$1'e° this plart terial is loc-
sted ore and ~iles south of hzgland. The crushed lirestorne 1s
carried on a belt li e that runs from the rock quarr: to tlie cement plant.
This belt nas been tuilt recently and is the longest of its kind in the
South.

The cwner of this plant at the present time is k¥r. Hickinson of
Birmingham.

The cement that is made in Regland is shipped to places &ll over
the world.

The first Feading ill of Ragland was wwned by the Co-cperagé Co.
andend The Coosa Co-overage Co. This mill was leocabted on the left side
of the old East and West railroad where the Ragland hardwardz stands
today.

later the Coosa Co-onerage Comrany bousht out the Reglend Co-crer-
age Conpeny and changec the mills neme to the Ragland Heading iiill.

The rost iwmportant job of the heading mill today is making headings
to helrn in the war effort. This is a 38% war productive mill.
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At one tive there was a barnk in Ragland. It was established on
April 1, 1911 in the empty buildirg next to Champions CGrocery Store.
¥r. Watt T. Brown was the first rresident and served until 1921. Eis
casiier was F. C. Escords frow Fentucky., In 1921 r. W. T. Floyd be-
came president and served until January 1, 1628, at this time he sold his
entire interest to Dr. Forman and associates of Attalla, Alabara. Dr.
Forman Leceme presicdent and T. S. Williams his cashier.

The bank closed in the fall of 19632, due to the lack of security of
the money which hed been lsaned out. Since that time we have never nad
a bank in Ragland.

Prom 1898 until 1S05 there was but little water that was good to
drirk in Ragland. There were just two wells in Raglend and they were
lmown as Company wells. The location of one of these wells was near
where ¥r. Shaddix has his fillirg stetion and the other cne wes located
nalf way up the hill where ir. Regland lives today. In 18505 ¥r. Andrew
Eox, brought weher in barrels from & spring and sold this water at one
nelf cownt It was rot long after this thet the weople of

Ra.cland beg cisterrs. These wells were rard to dig tecsuse of
the wires The present water system beg: mren 1, 1941
and wes & lect. It took & year to co : this syster.
The cost of the meter and cther exvenses was 542, 780.21 and kapg-

land borrcwed Cﬂvern,eLt funds to firvarce it. Tae Goerwmrent alse pzid
for the labor. The town of Kaglend still owes $1¢,2300 on this debt.
About 150 people in ‘arla 16 has this water in Iheir homes hoday. 3,000
gallons of water cost $2.00 and each additional 1,000 gallons is BOZ.
The Towns iater uepart“cn takes in about $200.00 per month, and it cost
$100.00 per month to opertte the water systerm. Ragland uses about
500,000 gallons of water in one month.

So the beauvtiful and thriving little comrunity of Trout Creek grew
to be the Industrf%ag town of Ragland.



COAL MINES OF THE RAGLAND COAL CO. AT RAGLAND, ALA.

oy COAL MINES OF THE RAGLAND COAL CO., AT RAGLAND, ALA. gs

The opposite views show three coal mines in Ragland, operated by the Ragland Coal Co. Some
ot the best steam and blacksmithing coal is mined and shipped from Ragland by this company. Once
a customer gets accustomed to using this coal for steam purposes he rarely will consent to use any
other, it being free from dirt, slate or rocks, and being a bitluminous coal of a soft nature, it is unusu-
ally fine for steam purposes where there is good draught and plenty of boiler power. Its peculiar
quality for blacksmithing purposes has given it an unusual demand. The company ships this coal
into North and South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee and all over Ala-
bama and as far west as California and Mexico through the port of Mobile. This company has been
mining and shipping this coal since 1892. I{ also makes extraordinary fine coke, classed third by the
Geological Department of Alabama, of all coal in the United States.






£ What Ragland Has and Offers £a

lN PRESENTING this booklet, it is the intention to call public notice to RAGLAND. It is not

the desire of those most active in encouraging the upbuilding of the town to get up any ex-
citement in the sale of property. The town lots are Just now being put on the market from an
overflowing demand and will be sold at reasonable prices. No place with similar industries
and natural advantages is selling off its property in the town, or the surrounding community, so
cheaply. Many thousand acres of land near the town and surrounding country can be bought
for from $5.00 to $25.00 per acre for farming purposes. The fown property can be bought on
very reasonable terms, one-third cash and balance in one and two years, with inferest, if pre-
ferred. No better location could be found by persons looking for small farms and wanting to
g¢et near good schoels and a prosperous town. We have a splendid public school, which runs
aine months in the year, two churches (Methodist and Baptist.) Knights of Pythias and Masons
both have strong organizations here. The health could not be better; splendid water, creeks
and springs head back in the mountains and run rioht through the fown., The farming interest
is splendid where all kinds af farming products are grown, such as corn, cotton, wheat, oats,
clay peas, Irish aud sweet potatoes, strawberries, onions, and all kinds of vegetables and fruits,
such as apples, peaches, plums, cherries etc., can be wrown in abundance.

Ragland and the surrounding territory are wonderfully blessed with mincrals, having
hiolh-grade steam and coking coal, brown ore. limestone, shale, fire clay, high-grade moulding
sand as well as building sand, kaolin, clavs for the manufacture of mineral paint; building stone
is also in close proximity to the town.

&ix or eight industrial plants are now negotiating with the view of locating here, and it is
expected that hundreds of small industries will seek a location at this town on account of its
superior advaniages, being considered the hub of the mining and manufacturing district of the
South and having both railroad and water transportation. The atmosphere is perfect at all
seasons of the year.

For further information of Ragland and community, address

W. T. BROWN,

RAGLAND, ALA,

P. §.—Our Jabor is happy and contented and labor troubles are scarcely known.
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PARENTS:

HERE IS THE UGLY TRUTH ABOUT EDUCATION IN ST. CLAIR COUNTY

Salaries of Teachers State Pays County Must Pay
and Principals . . . . §$1,440,839.00 $1,211,571.00 $229,268.00
Transportation Costs . . 185,000.00 132,347 .00 52,653.00

Other Current Expense
Maintenance, Heat, Light
Bills, Janitor Salaries 122,175.00 114,353.00 7,822.00

TOTALS . . . . . . . . $1,748,014.00 §1,458,271.00 $289,743.00

Before the county can pay any funds for the above, we must set aside
$125,000.00 to pay on bond issues used to build the Duran Jr. High
School, Pell City High School Gym., Ragland High School and the Ash-
ville High School. Therefore, we must have $289,743.00 + $125,000.00=
$414,743.00 of local funds to continue to operate at our same level,
This leaves us short $22,743.00. We have received $389,000.00 so far

from property tax. The beer tax amounted to approximately $3,000.00
for the first 1 1/3 months.

We received the money from state on the basis of 217 teachers alloted to
our system. We have to employ 22 extra teachers paid by local funds to
keep 6 high schools accredited by state and 3 of these by the Southern
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools.

We need increased teachers' salaries, additional teacher units, addi-
tional funds for transportation (We have been able to buy only 4 buses
in the last three years), additional funds fcr other current expenses

such as maintenance and operational costs. As of March first every one
of our schools has had to begin paying its own light bill. The average
light bill is about $200.00 per month per school. The Bookmobile Service
has been lost because there are not enough funds. In some counties the

county board pays all of the funds needed with Title III. This county
matches on a 50-50 basis for Title III, but a lot of our schools can not
take advantage of this because they do not have the money .

If you are interested in your schools and want to help by writing letters,
express your interest, concern and desire to the following:

Honorable Albert P. Brewer Honorable Edwin Holladay

Governor of Alabama Alabama State House of Representatives
State Capitol State Capitol

Montgomery, Alabama 36105 Montgomery, Alabama 36105

Honorable Aubrey Carr
Alabama State Senate
State Capitol

Montgomery, Alabama 36105

For you to help in this matter it should be done by March 10, 1969.

Compiled by your P.T.A.



ST. CLAIR

PELL CITY, Dec. 31 —
Work has begun on St. Clair
County’s largest school build-
ing program in history.

Education  Superintendent
Hugh H. Williamson said new
peojects are underway af Pell-
City, Ashyille and Ragldnd
which .will cost $1,034,000.

The Pell' City. project jn-

cludes new junior high' school
with 17 classrooms, adminis-

| fgc’)dn ﬂfe wh

UILDING SCHOOLS

trative offices and, audito-
riven-gymnasiam  and  new
kigh school gymmnasium.
RAGLAND WILL HAVE
eight new classrooms, cafe-
teria, administrative offices
and g&rinna'siunihafete‘ria,
The Ashville contract calls
for a new high school, home
economics  and’  vocational
agricultural departments, ad:
ministrative offices and

Tec:, 37

s, 3y

gymnasium-cafeteria.

Building *_is being * done
through .a 20-year extension of
a five-mill ‘tax voted on by the
county eléctorate.

Williamson said ‘the con-
tract should be complete by -
October, 1966. s :

Scott Brothers Construction

- Co. of Alexander City has the

contract. Architect

is “Henry
Sprott Long.

/7S



Prancing cherus line o f southside flagbearers

LACK OF 1

Lveryone pari of |

BY FRANK SIKORA, News stall writer
RAGLAND
The fact (hat the school doesn’t have a band of ils
own doesn’( stop it from having Homecoming Day, in-
cluding the parade [ul} of floats.

Ragland High School's principal, E. E. Higginho-

tham, called Southside High School and and asked them
il they would provide the music . . . again.

SO BAND director Curtis Whited Ioaded his
marching group onto a couple of buses and ook them
the short haul to this St. Clair County town of 1,000.

The evenl, held under bright October skies, was
noteworthy in that the parade kicked off right ou
schedule. At precisely 2 p.m. Friday the police car, blue
light flashing, pulled out onto the main street, followed
by a truck carrying the Ragland cheerleaders.

Then came Southside's prancing flaghearers and

majoreties leading the ‘band. By now, groups of
youngsters were running down the street heside the

band, anxicus (o be at the main part of town when they
wheeled in. '

-THE FLOATS, representing every grade in the
school, rambled in behind the band. Down the street
they rolled, past houses, the First Baptist Church,
shops and clusters of people standing on the sidewalk.

An old woman came out onto her front porch to see
what was going on.’ Then she came down the steps,
holding her hand up to shield her eyes from the
suniight,

“Why, no one told me they was having a parade,”
she said disapprovingly. “I almost raissed it.”

The -8ame thalt Ragland was playing against

Springville was incide
would be named as t

THAT WAS OMNL"
Svervone (aking part.
frying 10 come up wi
the judges™ eves.

There were youn;
Indians, Halloween e
assortment of other ¢
was made up of Indic
Columbus al the hen
mast,

The students had +
putling the parade u
went  further back,
emergencies,

In the case of Cc
most democratic way
the boys draw numbe
down with a virus We
lo be thrown into the

AT THE MAIN in
gathered, and they ch
hy. Even the band mt
as they reacted {o the

As homecoming p:
Ragland's had, nor t
everybody agreed.

Now, what everyo
will Ragland have its

-But if they did, it
littte suspense of won:
musi¢ for the parades
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Whue salls in the sunset; Coiumbus fifth graders

) NO HANDICAP

vas the fact that one girl
dunnc the halftime.

it. Homecoming means
i every class compeling,
iue float thal will catch

essed out as spacemen,
sotball players, and an

The fifth grade's float
ettlers, with Christopher
18 ‘neath a huge white

velishly since Thursday,
ther. But the planning
‘re were last minute

the teacher figured the
him would be o have
winner, however, came
and a replacement had

v of town, a crowd had
rtily as the units rolled
on a brisker note here,

, it wasn't the best one
- It was a good one,

ting {0 know is: When
i?

be quite the same. The
it who will provide the
gone,

Petite pioneer: Bonnet frames a pretty f

{ace

~ o~ =
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By CINDY WARNER
News-Aegls News Editor

RAGLAND—National Cement
has been the heart and life’s blood
for the town of Ragland for 83
years. In fact, the giant structure is
one of the first things visitors and
residents see when they come into
the town.

The company has changed

i ownership several times through the

- years, but one thing is for certain. It

has always played a very important
part of the town'’s history.
: Records show construction of the
- ‘company began in 1909. Wall
Brown is credited for being very in-
strumental in getting the company
to settle in the town of Ragland.

The -doors of the company actu-
ally opened on July 18, 1910. At
that time, the company’s name was
Atlantic and Gulf Portland Cement
Company. The owners were
William Shaffer and Charles
Adamson of Pennsylvania.

. Records show that in Feburary
1914, the company was in financial
rouble and was in bankruptcy
court. The property was purchased
at that time by G.-Ransom and
Minnic Hartman of Baltimore,
Maryland. They changed the name
to Coosa Poriland Cement Com-

Campaign had drained the French

| emnt,plantheart of Ra

pany.

In 1922, the name was again
changed to the present name of Na-
tonal Cement after George E.
Nicholson and Ralph E. Nicholson
purchased the plant. )

The plant was forced to close its
doors for a period of time during the
Great Depression, but it was up and
running again in 1935,

There are not many records
detailing the activity of the business
for that point, but in 1961 another
change of ownership occured. This
time the owner was Woodward Iron
Company.

In 1966, National Cement fell
under the authority of the Mead
Corporation during an exchange of
stock,

The present owners, Vicat,
bought the plant in 1974. They also
purchased another plant located in
Lebec, California.

Vicat is a name truly
synonymous with the cement in-
dustry. o

In 1812, the Frenchman Louis
Vicat, was commissioned to build a
bridge at Souillac on the River Dor-

. dogan. At the time the river was

subject to0 severe flooding and had
eroded to the rock bed.
Because Napoleon’s Russian

gl

finances, Vicat was lef
time to study how he
struct this bridge and w
he would use. -

Vicat's studies led tg
of what is today knowr
Cement. He did not pat
tion as he wished t
benefit of his research
all industries. . .

Today, Vicat’s inve;
being used to build bri¢
ment is also a very imyj
‘ponent of buildings and

Company officials s
Cement has become one
efficient cement prodc
industry by utilizing
modern equipment avaj
world.

National Cement’s ¢
to the town of Ragland
pressive.

Mayor Gary Daffror
happens to be one of the
125 employees, said
operating budget great
on National Cement.

. During the snowstor,
of weeks ago, the compa
tance once again becarr
dent. The company grac
ed over their equipme
emergency crews 1o use
streets '
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vi- - ROCK QUARRY—These men took tim

¢ out from théir back-br
m-  Dbetween Ragland and Coal City in 1930 0

pose for this picture.

CEMENT PLANT LAB—This
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Alabama’'s only tornado-
clated death occurred Friday
Jght at Ragland when J. L.
>hillips, operator of a service
station and grocery located
ilong Macedonia Road, was
found buried beneath the ruins
of the cinder-block structure,
according to authorities.

The news that Pell City had
been devastated by 2 killer
tornado had barely spread
Friday afternoon when word

Although eyewitness accounts
varied regarding ap-
pearance of the storm, virtually
all described the storm in
awesome tones.

<1 didn't see it coming and 1.

didn't hear it like they say
you're supposed to, but 1 know
that one minute it was just
raining and the next moment it
was like the worla was coming
lo an end,' one Ragland woman
recalled.

Ragland Head Football Coach
Bobby Beckett, who sat watch-
ing the storm from just inside
tne Ragland High foyer.
reported furious whirling winds
whipping around the school.

«The next thing 1 knew it was

olill and then 2 moment later
the whirling started again and
moved off towards Macedonia
Road. I may be Wrong, maybe
il never touched ground like
they say—all I kpnow is some
kind of funner passed right
smack over the school
building,"” Becketl told the
Observer the day after the
storm.

Whatever its exact nature,
the twister managed to inflict 12
casualties, one fatality, and
destroy or heavily damage 101
(the count as’of Wednesday)
structures yalued at more than
one and a hall million dollars.
according to Ragland Mayor
Aubrey Watson who was on-the
scene directing relief efforts
minutes after the storm hit.

Watson also noted that he had
received only oné report, from a
“reliable’” witness who actually
saw a funnel cloud in the sky
above Ragland.

The Mayor's office also an-
nounced Tuesday that
Ragland's water ‘‘crisis’ has

onded and most sections of the
cily were again being supplied
with safe drinking water.
Ragland authorities said the
{wister carved a zig22g path

for miles through the town wit
unusually heavy damatg
sustained at Ragland Hig
Schoo! and in pockets alot
either side of Macedonia 1toa

st. Clair Superintendent
f.ducation
estimated the
high school to be in excess
$250,000.

A spokesman for repair cre
on the scene at the damag
school Monday estimated
days for completion of repa

‘] personally don't thin¥
will be open anytime this ¥
but 1 may be wrong,” Ma
Watson said.

Despite Ragland’'s 1ot
peing put at one-third U
sustained by pell City, Wa
said the aftermath was no
terrible.

«words like ‘less tert
don't make you feel any b
when there's death
destruction around ¥
watson said.

Watson estimated that ¢
more than 100 . buib
devastated, sixX mobile ¥
and five conventional !
were a total 10Ss.

Ragland's ability to ¢
withoul emergency he

e
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Friday night was attributed to
the close-knit nature of the
community, authorities said.

“Friends, neighbors and
relatives just pitched in and
opened their homes,’ Watson
said. Three families were
placed in units at the Ragland
Housing Project.

“And that's one reason we're
not even sure what our needs
are here,”’ Watson continued.

“Sooner or later these folks
are going to need a place tostay
and we need to Know how
many,” he said.

“Jusl guessing,
‘that about ten or
need immediate
another ten to 12 nead some kind
of temporary housing,” Watson
said. .
Temporary, rent-free hotsing
may be among the federal
benefits to be received if
Ragland is declared a disaster
area by the President,
authorities said Tuesday.

Other benefits to be gained
from such-a declaration {rom
the President might be low-
interest loans for businessmen
and residents who suffered
losses, authorities said.

Continued On Page?

1 would say
11 {amilies

housing and |

wister:

Continued From Page 1

Anocther side of the disaster at
Ragland was told by Watson as
he recalled the situation as it
was in -Ragland just after the
storm passed through. ‘

“We didn’t know how much
help we were going to get, until
it started rolling in from all
sides."” :

Ragland authorities said
rescue units included the St
Clair Search and Rescue Squad
and the Etowah County, Har-
persville, Calhoun County and
Piedmont Rescue Squads.

According to Ragland Police
Chief D. R. Hasker, law en-
forcement volunteers poured in
from the Ohatchee, Vincent,
Southside, Springville and
Moody police departments and
from the Talladega and Blount
County Sheriff’s Departments.

wAnd these guys didn't come
because somebody said they
had to,” Hasker said, “they
were all volunteers and most
had already worked a regular
shift at home before coming to
our aid.”’ .

“QOhatchee sent practically
their entire police department

and put it at our disposal,”
Hasker said.

“In addition to these people,
we were assisted by the Gads-
den Ambulance Service, the

Sal'vauon Army, represen-
tatives of Georgia Craft Cor-
poratiop, St. Clair County road

crews dispatched by Dr. James
McClendon and Cominissioner i
J. B. Walters and the American :

Red Cross,”’ Watson noted.

“We especially want to thank ,
the Ragland police officers, |

clerks, and workers who per- |

formed the‘;r hearts out on next
to no sleepthroughout the past

i
.

few days. And Alabama State '

Trooper James
offered us \is services early
on,'' he said '

“1 guess he list is reall
endless. Mosbf all the people 03;
Ragland shold be praised for
their calmnesand helpfulness.
There was nos&oting, no panic,
and no stormflated crimes at
Ragland,” Hader said.

“You can't pat people like
that and you(Can't heap too
much praise Ojthem either.
Everyone just jlled up their
sleeves and pitclid in,”” Watson
said. \

i

]

Norton who




Jerry Martin/Home staff photo
Waiting for reconstruction /)s) //ééf“

Harold Sisson stands on the steps of the Itls being restored by the Ragiand Historical
old Ragland Train Depot, bulitiInabout 1916. Soclety to house a museum.
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DOOKWOTITI] mainia
- Hardin’s Chapel Christian School of Ragland visits the St. Clair Li-
brary in Pell City. The librarians hosted Children’s Month -- an introduc-
tion to the library for the youngsters, some of which had never used the
- library before.
- Those pictured are: Michael Bunt, Zac St. John, Bradley Kay, Matthew

 Phillips, Carla Muir, Amanda Sanders, Katie Ford, Gabriel Ford; Allyson
Daffron and Lee Williams. -- PHOTOS BY JANET BONDS i




