. Downs Syndrome
_ (Continued from Pzigie‘l)‘ .
1 speech prob em, ‘we have

itle difficulity n underslandmg
1im.

can’t understand what he is saying.
Down’s Syndrome children are
bright, and ihey can do anythmg if

their lives,”
«genetic alte

“But he gets 0 mad when we o

T‘Lhcy set menr minds 1o do it al-

though it may take them a litde .

-longer, and they may have o workz
litle harder at it.” ,

Mrs. Seals said. Jonathc:m wﬂl,,i

‘always remember a person who is 1

him. But if a person is mean D

10 hun he w1li ncver have anythmgf :

: ,clse 10 do with the person k

~“When you get on to him about
somethmg, he'll just give you a big
old kxss or Iook up at you with that




jona ‘ Gl ‘ ,22 and. the Seals feel
¢ has truly‘been 4 gift to them '(Bob Cnsp photo)

author unkne n, is
O a ‘Downs Syndrome child, Just : ’d love‘
like Jonathan. “If appies were . you Just the same. (Bob Cr
pears and peaches were plums; photo)
and the rose had a dlfferent

3

[y -

DAILY HOME, ¢,

Clair County ‘ Ala

» Wednesday, Nov. 1, 1989—3
Mve Pather w200 :
A’ fither  wag - mmCd OVEr'10” the. &t Flaic .




 Arena, organizers are anx

.- Thursday, June 10,1982

Declaring Saturday
" night’s first-ever horse

show in._the newly ~eon-
structed Tom Tucker

iously looking forward to
next 3 ' ‘

., over $5,000 was raised for
~ the Boys Ranch after near-
lya much was paid or

companied by Connie
cord, and Dr. John
made the innaug:
sy
kick off the nigh .
Over 750 sandwiches was -
served the hungry crowd
and all associated with the
show declared it a
smashing success. (News-
Aegis photos b Mike
‘Moser) '

ST. CLAIR NEWS-AEGIS

Hugh Williamson’

enjoy show =







‘He wag awardged the p
uxshfzd Service Cross for
Y in action, He Was re

(231
N ltlyze enex_ny in Viet Nam are
n the mamkguermas and the
1 War farg,
thing a5 a front
or Warefapre of
. Spruei] said
Ong might be
it fight 3
ith 2 ' Lighting yg
oday ang be Working bis rice
to us

that nature, Capt
w} themy Viet C
Wwith g guerilly 1y

baddy 1'1'eht,next door
tomcrrow. He sajg

8ress hag been y
the beople of Viet N,
our ajds 4

but Contempt g the drag card

ux'ners‘, other -ip this
u'f!]o are doing everythj

vight out- the.

£ Ao ren, -..,.. .

CAPT, JERRY SPRUIELL
- ‘Captain Sprueill g a graduat,

of Pej City high scho&f‘ail;?;:
| one year of football Jie w:m a
footbaly scholarship to the Univ.
ersity of Alabama gpg Played
end for three Years undep Coach
Paul‘kBryaut. His wife before

/
|
|

/ Hig barents gre Mr. ang Mrs
i’ ?:‘,d Sprueill, After  thyee or
/ four weeky at home hé will re-
?ort to pt, Benniug, Ga, for
/ further  dyty. He expects to
{! make {he army  hig éareer.
—— .

2

isting.
gallen.

nd that this phage of

“ved - fain’s,

- CAPT. JERRY SPRUIELL
- Home From The ‘Wars

m,ér . slightly more " than a
year in the Viet Nam war zone,
(‘apt_ Jerry Spruiell is- at home

' with his wife and child ang his

parents and friends. After grad.
uatior: - from the University of
Alabaina  the voprlar former
Pell City Panther football stap
went i the ‘serviee as a ond
Liuetenant. ‘

He was later promoted to
first lieutenent and shortly after
arrivin Viet Nam' he recei-
g HN’s,. cormmission, -
He'was a member of the Med-
ical: Service Corp, was pilot of
a. helicopter; engaged in a ‘new
phase of -evacuating the wound-
ed from ‘the battlesfields and
bringing them in to hospitals.
“This is a great morals builder
for the men fighting the North
Viet Nam forces”, Capt. Sprue-
il said. - “They. know that ne
more will they have to lie where
they are wounded and wait for
medical attention, but that a
call by radio will bring a heli-
copter crew in a very few min-
utes. Usually they were brought
in from 15 to 25 minutes after
being hit”, he said. Buddy, as
he is better known in his home-
tows, said the he'icopter crews

were in the air 3 to 5 minutes

after being notified. He said he
had flown as many as nine
missions in one day to bring
in the wounded, “It was the
most “satisfying thing I have
ever done in my life. It was
wonderful to see the faces, the
eyes of the wounded when we
got them in our ‘copters’ and on
the way home. I know I have
never had such a wonderful
sense of accomplishment”, he
said.



ST. CLAIR COUNTY’S PROBATE Office is ton becomes the chief clerk in Pell City. Jane
undergo;ng some personnel changes as Sara Bell ‘Franklm (left) will transfer to the Ashville office,
(center), who has served as chief clerk for 32 years, and Phyllis Goggans transfers to Pell City. (Bob

B b

-Crisp photo)

DAILY HOME, Talladega-Sylacauga-Pell City, Ala., Wednesday, May 9, 1990 — 9



GLORI ROBERSON chairman of the board and chief executive .
officer of Union State Bank presented the city of Pell City with a
$3,000 check to help offset the costs of supplying police officers with
bullet proof vests. Shown are, from the left, Sargaent Joe Davis of
the Pell _City Police Depaertment, Gloria Roberson of Union State
Bank, and City Councilman James McGowan Chairman of the
Police Commnttee. (Bob Crisp photo) .

Talladega-Sylacauga-Pell City, Ala., Wednesday, Feb. 21, 1990

— DAILY HOME




Funeral Today at Four O’clock

The people of Pell City will
sorrowfully bury ‘one of their
top citizens this afternoon.

- Samuel F. Burt died unexpect-
edly late Tuesday afternoon. He
would have been 67 years old
March 8.

Sam Burt was a great citizen,
a real gentleman. He loved peo-
ple and in turn he was loved,
respected and admired by many
people in all' walks of life. He
was a native of Mississippi and
loved to talk -about-his young
days in- his mative state. He
spent most of his working years
in the textile’ business, started
in New Orleans where. he rose
to the rank of foreman, He later
was a department “head for
Avondale Mills in Sylacauga,

came to Pell City as assistant
superintendent of Avondale’s

Pell City plant in the late 1930's. -

~He was made Pell City superin-

tendent on the retirement of the
late J. T. Edmunds, a position
he held through World War 2.

Leaving ‘Avondale. he went to
work selling for a textile sup-
‘ply company based in Atlanta.
On the death of the owner of
the company, . Mr.  Burt - and
three other salesmen bought the

plant which they sold .a little

more than a year -ago.

He was one of the prime men
in the establishment of the St.
Clair Federal Savings and Lioan
Association and. at the time of
death was Chalrman of the

Board of the savmgs‘ and lean

company which has enjoyed
tremendous success since start—
ing operations.

Sam Burt was keenly interest-
ed in pohncs——not as'a candi-

date but as an: observer He
..served” one  term 'as- mayor of
Pell City- but . declined to run .

for a ‘second term,” His . four
years in  the - mayor’s ‘office
stacked up the. very best in the
history of his adopted. city." He
also served two terms on ihe

“County. Boaxd of Dducatmn

The sudden death of this man
was ‘ascr Lbed to a heaxt attack.
He' had been the vietim of .a

severe heazt attack: but this oc~

cured 12 years or more ago. Re-
ports say he and his: _beloved
wife, “Miss Ruby” were fishing

SAMUEL
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il Today at Four O%lock

ie people of Pell City will
wwiully bury one of their
citizens this afternocon.

muel F. Burt died unexpect-
late Tuesday afternoon. He
d have been 67 years old
*h 8.

m Burt was a great citizen,
al gentleman. He loved peo-
and in turn he was loved,
:cted and admired by many
le in all walks of life. He
a native of Mississippi and
l to talk about his young
“in - his mative state. He
t meost. of his working years
ie -textile business, started
ew Orleans where he rose
» rank of foreman. He later
a . department head for
dale Mills in Sylacauga,

rt's

came to Pell City as assistant
superintendent of Avondale’s

Pell City plant in the late 1930’s. -

~He was made Pell City superin-

tendent on the retirement of the
late J. T. Edmunds, a position
he held through World War 2

Leaving Avdndale:}i'e went to
work selling fora textile sup-
ply company based in Atlanta.

On the death of the ‘owner of

the company, ~Mr. Burt. and
three other salesmen bought the

plant which they sold -a httle‘

more than a year ago.

He was one of the prim‘ke; men
in the establishment of the St.
Clair Federal Savings and Loan:

Association and. at the time of
death was Chan'man 0of ‘the
Board of the savmgs and loan

company which has enjoyed
tremendous success since . start-
ing operations.

Sam Burt was keenly interest-
ed in “politiecs—not as ‘a candi-
date but as an observer He
served one term as -mayor of

‘Pell - City. but declined to run
for a ‘second term. His . four

years in the mayor’s office
stacked up the very best in the
history. of his adopted city,  He
also. served  two terms . on the

' County Boald of Educatlon.

" The sudden death of this man
was: ascmbed to a heart attack:
He had been the victim of a
severe heart attack but this oc-
cured 12 years or more ago. Re-
ports say he and his beloved
wife, “Miss Ruby” were fishing

SAMUEL F. BURT
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_F. BURT

at a. small close-in lake, but
had stopped fishing to put out
a grass or brush fire when the
attack ‘came. :An - ambulance
was :called ‘and he- died on the

“way ‘{0’ the hospital or shortly
’ after arrival,

He was mterested in - many
thm'fs He gave of his time and
money to the Red Cross, to the
Boy Scouts and other -activities.

"“He loved the Baptist church

“and was an active and interest-

ed, member .of . the -Pell City
Flrst Baptist, was a member of
the finance committee when the
new church was constructed. He
was for three years president of
the Barraca Class of his chureh.
He 'was' a Mason, )
M Jacobs Lodge n

EEKLY NEWSPAPER

Shriner, ‘'member Zamora Teni-

ple, Birmingham.

His survivors include his wife,
Mrs. Ruby Griffin Burt, one
son: Ferrell G. Burt, six grand-
chxldren and one brother Jesse
Burt, Jacksonvﬂle, Florida. The
family ‘here received word that
one of -~ Mr. Burt’s brothers,
Charlie Burt of- Merxdxan Miss.,
had died eaxly on the morning
of the same day (Tuesday) that
Mr. Burt in ‘Pell City passed
away.

The Funeral will be held at
four o'clock this - afternoon
{Thursday) from the First Bap-
tist church. ‘Interment will fol-
low at' Valley Hill cemetery,
: r. Austin F. Staples

“ rect. ‘Pallbearers ‘will be Paul

Turner, Paul Pope, Howell Hen-
derson, Edwin Holladay, Har-

-old Williams and Heflin Haynes,
“Honorary pallbearers will - be
‘members of the Barraca class,
" Officers and employees ,qf St..

Clair Federal Savings & Loan,
Mayor and members City Coun-
il Pell City and officials of
Avondale Mills.

“Sam Burt was a real friend,
a little man in physical stature
but big as all the world in-heart
and mind -and in  spiritual

thought and culture. He leaves

big footprints on the sands of
time as he departs for the Vall.
halla of Christian Gentlemen.
(eh).

JE’S WATER WONDERLAND

THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 1968 -
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Sept 19 1913 Rev and Mrs
Marvm Heﬂm announced the

h1s PHD Degree in Enghsh
Vanderbilt College in® Septf

3 ounger son c0m~

l érved two yearsm‘ ac-
ring world War o and
rt d: m three ‘major cam-
pa1gn" fAt ‘che present tlme he 1s

r1ed the former Eliza-
1 mlchael of Tuscum-

P
Howell Jr,, four months old. .
‘o Revi Marvm Heﬂm has served as
pastor of the First: Methodxst Chur-|
ches af Cullman Tuscaloosa ‘One-

blrth of thelr flrst ;hﬂd a ‘soni

ie. Heflm Robert Lee Hefhn “E}i—Se
L Thomas (Tom) Heflin. o




Ends 27 Years Service

Pell City = Postmasier - Roy
Banks announced the retirement
of Mrs. Jewell Matthews, Assis-

- {ant: Postmaster at the Pell City
Post : Office, ending 27 vyears
service with the Post Office De-
partment.

Mrs. Matthews, who estab-
lished a record of more than 20
vears service without being ab-
sent on sick leave, was present-
ed the Superior Performance

award, with $100.00- cash, the

postmaster said.

Postmaster Banks has appoint-
ed Philip B. Polk (shown above
with the ouigoing assistani post-
master) {o the posilion of As-
sistant  Postmaster. Polk, a
gradusle of Pell City High
School. is married to the for-
mer Melba Sue Smith. They

have two children,. Greg and
Sheila.

The new assistant postmaster
began his postal career as a
substitute clerk at the Birming-
ham Post Office in 1961 and was
transferred to the Pell City Of-
{ice in 19677.
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-ed his family as a furniture salesman. More

And so, a néW life ’ at 6;

BY BOB HAWKINS, News staff writer

PELL CITY, June 29 — Whatever could possess a man to
pull up the stakes of over half a century, leave home, hearth
and lifelong friendships to take on a new means for existence?

For the Rev. Laney Bain, Alabama’s Rural Minister of the
Year of 1965, it was a matter of conscience,
pure -and. simple. Something he had to do.

The ministry was nothing new to him. He
had ‘been at it better than 20 years. But his
churches had been small and he had subsidiz-

likely, he sold furniture in order to preach.
But at 60, when most men his age are
casting wistful glances at the rocking chair and
satisfaction of retirement, Rev. Bain is off for |
new ground to break.
He had put his ministry on the block. Take §
it or leave it. He had decided to be a full-time HAWKINS
preacher. Calvary Baptist Church of Town Creek in Lawrence
County asked him to deliver a trial sermon, and in the truest

.Baptist tradition he had stood before the good -brethern and

sisters there like a young seminarian w1th an ax fo grind with
the devil.

. Day after the sermon, a deacon called lnm at the stme and
said the folks at Calvary Baptist would like him to pitch in
with them for good. This struck Rev. Bain with'a degree of
finality. Actually, it knocked the stems right out from under
him. But as a preacher of the Gospel he had no choice hut {o
accept.

How in the world was he to break the news o Mrs. Bain
that they were leaving the town they had lived in-all their lives
and raised their family?

HE SAT THERE in the store in stunned silence and

pondered his predxcament His family’s attachment for PeII
City was deep, indeed. Their children had all grown up here:
and made their -marks. William, the oldest, was in New
Jersey, Jimmy and Bob had been outstandmg athletes. As a-
quarterback, Jimmy had dazzled the SEC at Mississippi State.
University; Bob, likewise, at Delta State. The two girls, Helenz
and Betty, both had children of their own. (Jimmy is now
pastor of the North Oxford, Miss., Baptist Church.) f

Selling furniture and preachmg had worked out splendidly:
for the Rev, Bain. Though this combination had been drudgery:

—=80 ‘hours to the average week — it had allowed his children:

to obtain fine education, and he could see himself continuing at{

- this pace for several more years.

This ‘was a strong argument -for staying put But 'm a:
preacher, he thought, and always wanted to he able to preach
full-time with no other thought than that of the Lord’s work.

Selling had been an honorable way to make a living, but to!
a man who had his heart on a greater calling, it was no’
substitute at all. Should he break the news to his wife in'
adamant, ' demanding language? Use ‘his familiar soft-sell’
approach" Preach her a sermon on evangelism?

Laney Bain was just fooling himself, he thought. Tl just’
phone her and ask her what she thinks, he decided. :

THE VOICE on the other end of the line, who could read.
the Rev. Bain’s book of hahit and mood as if she wrote it,:
didn’t give her preacher hushand a chance to say anythinf at~
all. She had anticipated the call. .

*“You call those deacons in Town Creek right back and ask:
them when they want us. We’ll be there,” she told her caller.;

And come July 3, Calvary Baptist Church of Town Creek;
will listen to a country preacher who fought a formidable foe,
his conscience, came to grips with what he had to do and;
came through the ordeal a thoroughly honest man. :
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: - BY BOB (‘ORNET’I‘ New: wnmpnndcnt

PELL CITY, Oct. 23 — You ‘never, ever would say that
Mrs, Jean. 8. PBrandi is .an mdmau, run-of-the-mill,

vervbc)dys next. door nelghbor

For one thing, she sued this city for a quarier Imlhon
dollars and in less than a year after the suif
she wound up as pxeSJdent of :its ‘Chamber of
Commerce.

For another, she is plemdem of .the:local
telephone company, which is how she came to
make a tour of Europe last summer, including
a 10- day stint behind the iron curtain.

She also happens to be the only female
p1e<xdent of a chamber of commerce in
Alabama.

“On Dec. 10, 1963 a. gas: explosxon gutted
her -telephone company ‘building. She claimed
the  City was negligent and slapped-a suit on
them: Although she didn’t collect: a dxme her spunk became an
object of 1oca1 admiration.

‘FOR A CHRISTMAS PRESENT 1o the ¢city she ordered a
building full of telephone equipment, wrapped. the whole thmg
up like a gift and tied. it together with a tremendous ribbon.

_ truck hauled the thing 250 miles to Pell City and everybody
including *local dignitaries, came out for a big ceremony to
celebrate a renewal of commumcahons ‘

Mrs. Brandli’s performance earned her ihe mle of
Telephone Woman of the year al the Alabama, Mississippi,
Louigiana convention,

Mrs. Brandli was in Moscow at the time and sent the
conveéniion hgx thanks.

BOB CORNETT

“for: local plants;

- about opening branches in Pell City, and she
feels a couple will Jocate here within the near

s a ~ hrbaﬂ neighbor

When the Greater Pell:City Chamber:of Commerce decided
to get moving again, there 'was only one person the merchants
would - consider lo head up the organization. The - chamber
hadn’t-met in more than three years, There were no officers
and the till was bare as the industrial prospect list.”

Pell City had been clamoring for industry wilth the temerity
of the soap opera salesman who used 1o knock on doors and.
say to. himself, “Well I guess: there S 1o one home today,
hope, 1 hope, I hope.” : ‘

This lethargy was shaken off momo once st Brandh took
over, Within ‘2 week after her election she. set up an: ofﬁce,
hired ‘a fulltime secretary and set up an employment service
The membership drive was spirited and decx—

Nary a merchant. escaped the-touch.
To  the' delight of “everyone there;, more
than . 60 showed up for the first meetmg and
now.-membership is courting.100.

“Mrs. ‘Brandli has ‘already talked with in-
dustrialists from Chicago to-the Deep South

sive.

future,

Nobody knows who’s minding the store at
the telephone company, but Pell Citians are a
mite too busy at being optimistic to care. P

Though Mrs. .Brandli lost her lawsuit. MRS. BRA
against the city, it may be the last txme in her life she loses
anything.

Pell City has placed its hopes for an industrial future in
her hands. And Pell City thinks it has a winner.

£TUR e




T

N

The beginning of “Talks with Daddy”

Sometimes the sweetest conversations are in the strangest places. Daddy fell and broke his wrist, while
waiting for cast we just “talked”. The old hotel at Cook Springs, the railroad from Cropweﬂ to Coal City,
the back water, growing up poor...everyone was poor during the depression. The treat was finding
apples for snacks still on the trees. Running barefoot and playing in the dirt streets. Plowing a mule
named Maude and how pretty the rows were when just laid off. The dark soil and dropping the corn
and how to hoe the garden to it keep looking good. Laughing about moon shine and how you could
make more money out of the shine than the corn during hard times. And how he never made shine but
always wondered about it...... Coal City was named for its coal and there is enough coal and natural gas
to do a lifetime, cotton on wagons coming from Mays Bend to the railroad station where David Tim’s
Antiques is today and that was a store and you could get everything you needed from groceries to
leather good, riding his bike from the mill village to swim in Easonville Lake and it was 5 miles each way,
but boy howdy it was fun......... | love my Daddy and | hang onto his every word.

Bobby Ray Hollis was born May 4, 1930 in Pell City, Alabama.
Parents were Grady Hollis Sr. and Viola Rose Perkins Hollis
1 brother, Grady Jr..... 2 sisters, Elizabeth Hollis and Laura Rose Hollis.

Bob married Norma Geraldine Adkins Oct. 15, 1949.....Geraldine was known as “Jeri”. leri’s parents
were Fredrick Homer Adkins and Mildred Lucille Bradshaw Adkins.....Jeri had one sister, Carol Anne.

Bob and leri had 2 daughters. Karen Hollis, Jan.4, 1953 and Cynthia Rae June, 9, 1958.

Daddy's talks give us a glimpse into growing up in the 1930s. Every generation has much to share and
prepares the way for the next. Take time to listen....we have many lessons to learn.

g -



1936--..........,.”0111- ]Obn

jved at the end of Rail Road Ave in a house on the corner. This is across from Arbor Baptist Church
area where the red house is today. | was 7 and Grady Junior was 9. Streets in village were dirt, no
underpinning under houses, needed open for the air to help keep cool, every house had big trees in
front yard. Walking the streets in the afternoon would starve you to death. The smells from each house
would let you know what was for supper. We had electricity for a light bulb hanging from a drop cord in
center of room but that was it. Heat came from a fireplace that burnt coal, had to use wood in the cook
stove. The refrigerator was made of wood and had a place on top for a large block of ice. Mine and
Junior’s job was to walk to the ice house that was on the mill property and get the block of ice for the
refrigerator .We would nick out a place in all sides of the block of ice and tie with rope, this would keep
the rope from sliding off, then we would tie the rope to the broom stick and each of us would carry one
end. Too heavy for just one. Had to walk past the school and some boys were always out playing
marbles in the school yard in the summer. Junior was oldest and wanted to play, so we stopped......the
ice melted and we got in trouble with Mama. That was NOT the last time Junior got me in trouble, it was
just the beginning.”




1936............" Train Trouble®™

“I was 6 and the highlight of the day was the train coming by. We lived on Railroad Auve, it is the
street that runs in front of the red house across or near Arbor Baptist Church. Train ran from the
mill to Coal City. Train would start blowing its whistle when it got in front of Friendship
Freewill Baptist Church. We would run to see the train, the conductor would throw each of us a
penny. Loved to hear that whistle and Robert and I would run real close to the tracks. The
conductor thought we were too close and kept blowing and we just kept running along side the
train. Robert's mama came running, the long whistles and the screeching of the train brakes
scared her to death. Mrs. Rook grabbed me by the overalls and got Robert in the other hand and
drug us up the street. She pulled a peach limb and whipped us both , walked me home, told

mama and I got it again. ........ it was worth it. I will never forget the whistle blowing so long and
the screeching brakes.”




1937............ “Hat”

“Railroad ran in front .of Freewill Baptist Church. There was a big drain pipe under the railroad. We
always walked to church. Mama took in washing and ironing for extra money. She had a big wash pot in
the yard. People would bring the laundry to her. Every fall Mama would buy a bolt of white fabric and
make Junior 7 shirts and me 7. On wash day it looked like the seven dwarfs clothes on the line. Junior
was the oldest but the smallest so there were 7 of each size. Mama would boil the shirts and keep them
white. Mama saved up and bought me and Junior a hat just for church. It was like the men wore but for
boys. She dressed us in our best overalls and a freshly ironed white shirt and put the hats on us. She
was so proud of those hats. Well, as we walked to church, Junior said if we wore those hats to church
we would have to fight off every boy there. We decided to hide the hats in the drain pipe under the
train track for safe keeping. We went on to church and afterwards got our hats out of the drain and
wore them home. | was seven and Junior was nine. We did not want to hurt Mama’s feelings but we did
not feel like fighting over wearing those hats. When we got grown we told Mama what we did and she
laughed.”




1938.............”Shoes”

“(Got new shoes once a year...Mama ordered from Sears and Roebuck catalog. Did not wear
shoes except cold winter and dress up. I saw a pair of WHITE shoes and begged for them.
Everybody else wore black and I wanted something different. Miss Iola Roberts announced a
photographer was coming to the school to make an important picture to be hung i in the lobby
forever. I had been chosen to represent my grade. Gonna get to wear the new shoes! When photo
was given to Miss Roberts she had a fit about my white shoes messing up the picture and she
colored them black with a pencil. When the school was torn down, someone got this picture and
gave to me. They were nice shoes."




| 1?39.........”Meat Fork”

it was July and HOT. Us kids were playing in the yard. Back yards faced each other where we were
playing. We heard a lady scream “I'm dying, 'm dying”. We ran over to see what was going on. Mrs.
Gussie was in the kitchen and two women had towels wrapped around Mrs. Gussie’s behind. Blood was
running down her leg into her shoes. | was trying to see what was going on and at the center of the
towels was a meat fork handle sticking out! One lady said we got to get her to the hospital. A neighbor
at the end of the street had a car. When the man got there they opened the car door and | was
wondering how they could get her in the car . They put her head and shoulders in first and she hung
over seat and the last thing | saw was her butt wrapped in towels and the the fork handle shining. She
was on her knees. Mrs. Gussie was a real heavy set woman. Somebody went and got her husband that
was working in the mill.....Now, Mrs. Gussie was Little Monk’s step mother. Little Monk was hiding
under the house. His Daddy asked me to go get him . | said | would ONLY if Little Monk did not get in
trouble. You see, Mrs. Gussie was mean to Little Monk and slapped him around and everybody knew it.
The Dad told me to crawl on under the house and tell Little Monk that from now on everything would be
alright. Little Monk did not get in trouble and the slapping stopped.

“-UJ‘Q&\RIﬁﬁ ek b\@om ™ \)\\\Q ’bomé UV\'t-Q)QM“



19M39............."L00k Out”

st e 1

Hickory Street, 1% street over from where the railroad was in village. Saturday evening after dinner,
around 1:00 or 2:00 the men would sit on the front porch. Within an hour the men would have
gathered at the end of the street. There was a cleaned out spot where the honeysuckles and bushes
were. The men had wooden crates to sit on and these five men would play poker for change. My
friend, Jim Wadsworth and | were paid 25cents to climb a big hickory tree and watch the street for their
wives. After an hour or two the women would start coming out one by one and walking up the street
looking for their husbands. We would say “here they come” and the men would shut down the game
and walk down the other side of the hill and go home the back way. The men would all be sitting on
their own front porch all innacent by the time the women got back home.
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1940’s during war................"Shortcut”

The mill had a community center. It was on mill property. You could get a sandwich, play pool and it
_had a rockola so you could dance. There was a softball field too. 1 went over for a while and left by
9:00. | had to walk home to Park Hill which is the road that KFC is on today. 1always carried a big stick
‘cause | walked over the hill where the lola Roberts School is now and it was hard steep climbing. 1t was
a shortcut for me. | only had moonlight to find my way, but | did fine. | had climbed the steep side, was
at top of big hill and headed down when the moon was covered by a cloud. 1t was dark! All of a sudden
| heard something coming at me. | could not run back up.the hill so | just started hollering and running
down the hill and slinging my big stick. | heard something rolling but | kept running home. | never
stopped, | ran all the way home. Next day | saw Thomas in town and he was all skint up. Everybody
walked everywhere they went, no other choice. | asked ole Thomas what happened to him and he said
he was taking a shortcut the night before and then he said “Bob, a crazy man got after me with a stickl!”
1 said, “he did!” | never told it was me till now.




1940s............"Victory Garden”

“An old man went to Daddy and wanted to sell his mare, just too old to plow her. Daddy agreed to buy
her on time and let me plow her to make money for payments. | was 12 and excited about my job...|
now had a mare! She was a fine one, named Maude....everyone in Mill Village wanted a victory garden
so | plowed the garden for $3.00 and for an extra $1.00 would use hand plow and lay off the rows. The
money earned would pay for Maude, her food and place to live. Avondale Mills was good to their
peaple and provided a barn to keep horses and cows in. They even provided water but you had to
furnish your own feed. The barn was where Mc'Donald's and Dixie Auto are today. We also had a Jersey
cow named Baby and Mama would walk to the barn, milk Baby and walk back home. There was also a
pig pen. In the fall everyone would meet and have the hog killing. The meat was put in smoke house
.....everybody had one in the back yard of the house. Food was getting more plentiful since times were
getting better....with meat in the smokehouse and vegetables in the garden and even some to can for
later....things were looking up.”




1942......." Rabbit Huntin”

e

You have to keep in mind that everything was rationed during the war. One Monday morning | was
getting ready for school and there was a knock on the back door. 1t was Bill Howell. He had a single
barrel shot gun and one shell. He was a fool about rabbit hunting. | had one shell and a single barrel
too. Bill wanted to go huntin and ! told him | had to go to school. Bill thought we needed to play hookie
and hunt since we each had a shot gun shell. 1had two huntin dogs, a beagle named Queenie and a
black and tan hound named Frank. We went to the Donahoo farm which is where the industrial park is
today. The dogs struck a trail and ran the rabbit out of the honeysuckle patch. Bill shot and missed and
| shot and missed. As the rabbit ran across the field me and Bill threw rocks at him. One hit him and laid
him out. | picked him up and put him in the pouch on my back to take to Mama to cook. In a little while
the rabbit woke up, jumped out of my back pack and ran away. That day was a total loss.....we missed
schoo! and the rabbit.

1942..............Ghost Hunter”

"Rumor was that ghost lived in the cemetery. Tomb stones lit up at night.. My cousin
lived on Park Hill, that is the area where Hazelwood's Nursery is today. My cousin asked
me to spend the night so we decided to go ghost hunting. Gathered some things up to
make a tent and headed to the cemetery. We were boy scouts and knew we could handle
anything. We were going to catch us a ghost! We laid watch all night, there were not
many cars in town and when one topped the rise the lights hit the tomb stones.....mystery

‘solved. Now that I think about it, I don't know what we would have done with the ghost
if we had caught it.



1942, “Prisoners’

“tncle Tom Perkins had a saw mill, he lived on hwy 144. Uncle Tom got prisoners to contract labor to
cut trees. Truck load of prisoners came out to work. There was about 12 or 15 total including the
guards. | was working that summer for Uncle Tom too. My job was to keep the slabs of pine away from
the saw so they would not build up and to keep saw dust cleared away. At the end of the day the big
truck with the tall slat sides would come get the prisoners. These boys were German. After everyone
left the rest of my job was to clean up and get ready for the next days work. When | started walking
back to Uncle Tom’s house a small blonde headed German was sitting on the side of the road crying.
We could not understand each other but he pointed to his back where the POW was on his shirt. He
had gone to the bathroom in the woods and got left behind. He was so afraid to move, afraid he would
be shot. He was not a lot older than me, maybe still in his teens. | signaled for him to come with me and
pointed to Uncle Tom’s house. He held my hand, he was so scared. Uncle Tom called the fort and told
them the boy was there and they came back and got him. I'm glad | was still there cleaning up and the
little fellow was not alone. He was 50 scared.”
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“1944, PCHS ....Gadsden game with
Hollywood connection”

~ “The same year we played Anniston, we played Gadsden....Gadsden had lights so we could play at night.
Big deal for us to play at night because Pell City had no lights and had to play in daytime. Now, Camp
Sibert was an army camp near by. We were playing Gadsden because it was a big team and we were
still working on raising money for uniforms and equipment...we were not near as big as Anniston or
Gadsden. In the course of the game the score was 45-0.....we were the 0. There was a big tackle boy on
Gadsden’s team that kept beating up on me. Near the end of the game he pointed at me and said...I'm
gonna get that left kidney and | replied...come and get it. When the play started he came after me. |
was a blocking back and he was a tackle. As he came at me, | accidently kicked him between the legs....|
knew he was gonna take my left kidney and had no choice. The fellow fell on the ground hollering and
as they took him off the field he shook his fist at me and said real loud....l'll get you, you little SOB! A
few minutes later the game was over, | took off my helmet and started walking off the field, looked up
and 3 players came charging at me. | put my helmet back on and braced for the fight. One guy grabbed
my right side and one on my left and one punched me right in the kisser and just beat the stew out of

" me... Well, remember | said Camp Sibert was near...well, 50 soldiers were in the stands. They came
running to the field to help Pell City..we were little and Gadsden was big. The 50 soldiers fought for the
Pell City boys. After we got on the bus, Mr. Turner our assist coach came over to me and asked how |
was doing...] showed him my tongue and it was split right down the middle..he told me it would grow 1
back. Coach Turner told me | was doing pretty good and that he was trying to get to me to help but i
couldn’t get through the crowd. Coach told me not to tell anyone but he thought he had broken his |
hand in the brawi.........now comes the fun part.. We never forgot those 50 soldiers for helping and

never knew who any of them were until one became famous, This soldier was asked a question on

stage one time and someone wanted to know if he had ever been in a fight....he answered YES, one time

when | was at Camp Sibert in Alabama, | was helping out a small football team..... Thanks Mickey

Rooney, we appreciated your help ©”
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*~1944............”The Tooth”

PCHS, during the war all of our football equipment was just scraps. If somebody got hurt he was pulled
over to the side and his jersey was taken off and put on new man, then the game started back up. Our
coach was the principal and assistant coach was our history teacher. We got invited to play Anniston.
' This was a chance to make money for new equipment. Anniston was a big school and had lights and we
" could play at night. During the game Little Billy yelled to stop the game, he had lost his tooth. You see,
Little Billy had his front tooth knocked out playing in the yard at home and his parents had saved nearly
- $100.00 to get this new tooth on a wire for him. Both teams coaches, referees and players stopped to
look for the valuable tooth on a wire. One of the Anniston players yelled out that he had found it and
"the game resumed. Anniston beat us as usual. |




1 945.......c"New Girl”

“pCHS, 10" grade. This girl was walking to schaol, | was on my bicycle. She was cute so | darted at her
just enough to make her jump. She was the “new” girl from Trussville. Later on | was driving my 1929
truck and dusted her shoes when | flew by. That girl was so mad! Never forget that day, she had on a
sloppy Joe sweater, pleated skirt, penny loafers and bobby socks. What | noticed most was this girl was
always dressed up and had a pretty scarf and a pocket book. The Pell City girls never carried a pocket
book much. | approached this new girl and asked her if she could dance and she said she could a little
bit, so | asked her to meet me at the Club at the mill and teach me. She agreed. That girl tried all
afternoon to teach me to dance and I could not get it. Finally the girl gave up and said she had to goand
could not teach me. When she got to the door | ran to her and told her that | thought | had it! Just one
more try.....well, | was one of the best dancers in town and could jitter bug like crazy and | had always
taught people to dance. That new girl could have killed me but that’s ok because in 1949 | married her
and her name was Jeri Adkins....you see, she had come to Pell City with her parents in 1945 when her

- mother started the Pell City Flower Shop and fram that first day | saw her | knew she was the one.”
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1946............."Waldo”

pell City High School, FFA......1946 age 16. Fess Locke was the teacher. Fess had a brand new Chevrolet.
Every morning he would go to the post office. Fess called us out and wanted all us boys 10 see his new
car. Waldo asked if he could pop the hood and all us take a look at the engine. Fess was excited to
show off his new car. We went back to the school room. Fess left whistling on his way to post office.
He came back in and asked if anybody knew anything about cars. The new car would not start. Waldo
said, “ pop that hood, I'll take a look.” Well the funny part is when we were all admiring the new car
earlier, Waldo disconnect 3 spark plugs....so he connected them back. Waldo told Fess to give ita try
and it cranked right up. That Chevrolet purred like a kitten. From that day on Fess thought Waldo could
do anything. He told everybody how smart Waldo was....that day Waldo and | became friends. We
played football at school, went to service together, came home, got jobs at Hayes Aircraft, rode back
and forth to work together. Now, Waldo had a volkswagon bug, one of the first. Every weekend Waldo
would take the VW apart, screws and bolts all over the place and his son Jimmy would play with the
parts. Amazing thing was that Monday morning that VW was back together for another week and we
headed out to Hayes. No airconditioner and driving old Hwy 78. After work we would stop at the curb
market and get raw peanuts. To this day there is probably a trail of hulls from Birmingham to Pell City.
Waldo was the best friend | ever had..........] miss Waldo
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1946.........."Halloween”

Now this story is kinda bad but funny. Six of us were out fooling around on Halloween. We ended up
on 19" Street. There was a little honkey tonk in the black section of town. There was drinking, music

-one light bulb. This place was behind where the First Baptist Church is today on 19" Street. Well, we
moved the outhouse a few feet back and hid and waited. in a little while a chubby man in overalls and
white shirt came staggering down the path. He was singing and dancing on his way to the outhouse

- when all of a sudden he fell knee deep in the hole full of pee and poo. We had moved the outhouse
just enough so that when you reached for the door you fell in the hole. He was mad as a wet hen and
kept hollering “who dun, who dun, who dun moved the shitter” . We all ran. Today | feel bad about it
cause that was probably his best outfit and shoes and they were ruined.
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1948......................."Played H ookie”

“Spring and nice weather. Was a senior and had a girl named Jeri Adkins. My buddy Bill Howell had a
girl named Norma Rose Adams. We decided to play hookie and go fishing. | had a new Frazier and just
wanted to go and ride. | was working 3" shift in the mill to pay for it and going to school % day since |
was ahead on classes. Me, Bill and the girls had a great day of fishing. Jeri caught a brim big as my hand
and she was so excited. We all went home that night and said nothing about our day to our parents.
Well, as you might know, Jeri“ could not keep the secret. She told her dad about the big fish she caught
and all about us playing hookie. Mr. Adkins said since she caught a fish that was ok to play hookie... Mr
Adkins loved to fish and | guess he understood. We took some pictures that day, now | ‘m glad we did.”










Talk" with Daddy today........ 10-01-13
......run Facts

»Talk" with Daddy today. We rode around the "Mill Village" and he showed me the places some of the
stories took place. Mama and Janet Weldon Jones went with us. Janet is "Waldo's" daughter and Waldo
was Daddy's best friend. Things have changed so much in the village.

Original names of streets in village . Don't hold us to them being perfect but as far as he remembers
they are as follows:

27th Street.........cccoecireerinnnn .....Chestnut Street
28th Street......c.coevveecvnnvenseeean Hickory Street
29th Street......cccvreivrenncenenns Cherry Street

30th Street.......evenrevenenns .......Beech Street

¥

# Granddaddy Hollis never owned but one car...saved and paid cash. He and grandmother were very
young not even sure if married yet. Went to movie, man came into movie and said a car was burning
up. Yep, it was Granddaddy’s and he swore to never have another car and never did.

# Grandaddy Hollis was from Dykes Mill in Pell City area and Grandmother Hollis from Oklahoma.
# Hollis homesteaded Dykes Mill property in 1800s , over 500 acres.

# Hwy 231 was dirt in the 1930s. This road led to Easonville and Cropwell. Was not paved til after war
started.

# Corner of 5™ and 26™ Street where the double wide side walk is today....is where the hospital was. It
was torn down early 1940s. The hospital was 2 stories tall, no screens and the curtains would blow in
+ the breeze out of windows.

# Where ball field in village is today is where there were 10-15 bins in a barn to keep a cow and a
pasture. Down from that were pig pens. Mill provided water and for a fee you could keep your cow and
pigs here. The rent for your stall was cut from paycheck. You had to grow everything you ate even meat
so this was a good deal. It was up to each family to feed his pig and cow. Usually the children did the
feeding and watering. Also barns on vacant lot next to walking track in mill village area.



# The water that was used in the mill came from a large round pool on the property, kids would play in
it during hot summers. Children were no longer allowed to play in pool after one of the management
men’s sons dove in and hit support in bottom of pool. it broke his neck and he died.

# The round kindergarten buiiding that was on mill property was originally a gazebo. Had benches ali
around the inside area to sit and visit. Sometimes there would be a band in the gazebo and you could
dance in the grass around it. The gazebo was open. Later years this was moved to lola Robert’s
grounds.

# The mill had a “Club”. The employees could go there for a sandwich, juke box to play music and
dance floor, pool table. This was for employees only, also had a softball field.

# Where ludy’s Craft Mart is today, (also where Hagan Drugs was) was the first funeral home in Pell
City. The man had a shiney black horse and carriage. He had one funeral came back and put up for
sale, this was not for him.

# Railroad bed was where Comer Ave is today.

5

# Mrs. Gussie (fork story)....lived on corner of 27™ Street where red house is today.

# The end of 28" Steet today on left if where poker games were held and Daddy was look out.



Grady Hollis and Viola Rose Perkins Hollis..........(Bobby Ray’s parents)

Grady saved and bought a brand new car. He went to the movie and had this picture made. Someone
came in movie and said a car was on fire out front. It was Grady’s....he swore he would never own
another car and he didn’t,




“Talk with Daddy".........my thoughts this morning ..............0ct. 19,2013

So many thoughts in my head about “talks” with Daddy. Yes, the stories are about my Daddy and his
adventures growing up. A different time, some say the “Good Ole Days" were the best, some say not. In
those days everyone was poar, grew their food, fed the ole pig, milked a cow, never enough to eat,
homemade clothes...even for boys, working from daylight till dark, walking everywhere you went. |
agree there are two sides to the good ole days but what | have seen is that a young boy flirted by
peddling fast on his bicycle and making dust go on a girl’s shoes. | think of the scared prisoner left at
the mill and how two young boys from different worlds trusted each other. One was the scared POW
the other a kid from the mill village willing to reach out a hand and help. | see simple clean fun like the
day four kids played hookie from school to go fishing. Not one word of alcohol and drugs only fun, trust
and laughter. It did not matter if you had holes in your shoes. Today as I sit and “talk” with Daddy | see
an 83 year old man, his beautiful black hair is silver but what | see is priceless. He still laughs about the
hard times and every story had a good ending no matter how bad. | have learned that life is how you
see things. Daddy said when things got bad something always good happened. You just gotta look for
it. Itis the way we choose to look at life that counts and | have learned that each of us is responsible for
own happiness. '

Karen ' :
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He atbanded Birmingham
Southern.. College and the. Uni-
Versxty of Alabama He did his
theological, work at Vanderbilt
University and later attended
© Harvard Umversny, where he
chd speczal woxk

Rev. Heflin is mamed to the
former Miss Louxse Strudwmk of
Demopr is,* Ala. ‘: !

'I‘UE.SDAY was spant quietly
at home,-but a famﬂy gathering
is scheduled for June, when the
Heflin's “oldest son, Dr. Wilson
L. Heflin and his: family of An-
napolis, Maryland visit Alabama.
Dr. - Heflin- has -taught for the
past 19 years in:the Academy
-in- Annapolis, his position being
a Math Professor. Howell T.
Hcfhn who is President of the
Alabama Bar Association, will
also be pr esent with his family.
In addition: to havmg an active
law  practice ‘in Tuscumbia,
Howell Heflin, has faken an ac-
tive part.in, North. Alabama poli-
tics for. the past _several year'v

“i
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REV MARV!N HEFLIN
« .. 89 Years Old ‘

REV. MARVIN HEFLIN, well
known and beloved Pell” City
vesident and retired Methodist
Minister, observed his  $oth.
birthday, Tuesday, May 10thj :

The eleventh and only living
child of the late Dr. Wilson L,
Heflin and Mrs. LaVicie Heflin,
he was born. I 1877 at Louina
in Randolph County.

He has been a Methodist. for
75 years, was licensed a Metho-
dist Minister in 1901 ‘and was
ordained an Elder in the Metho-
dist. Church.in.1905.. He has been
a member of the North Alabama
Conference and . Georgia - Con. -
ference for approximately 48
years and a retired supply min-
ister -in St, ‘Clair County for 3

years.
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Avondale officials have in-
vited a number of friends,
neighbors, and fellow workers
to- honor Mr. Whitten at a. din-
ner to be held Monday night
at the South St. Clair school.

The retiring superm‘endent
literally - worked his way ‘th-
rough the mill. Starting -as an
electrician after being employ-
ed. by :the Alabama Power
Company in Pell Cxty, he la-
ter transferred to the mechan-
ical department in 1941. was
named  Master Mechanic. In 18- -
45 he was made Weave Room
foreman and a year later in
1946, assistant superintendent.
In May 1954 he was elevated
to plant superintendent.

In all his years at Pell City
Mr. Whitten has been a valued
citizen, ‘has always taken part
in ¢ivic work and in many civ-
ic: organizations. He is a char-
ter .member of the Pell City
Civitan -Club and the Greater
Pell City Chamber of Commer-
ce ‘and-various other groups. -

‘He has been an almost life-
long member of the Methodist
Church and in his lifetime of
devotion to his church has held
with’ honor “just about every
office in Pell City’s First Me-
thodist. He has been a mem-
ber of the Board of Stewards
for ‘more than 35 years, has
been chairman of the Board, is |
at present serving as vice- |

chairman, has been Sunday

- School Superintendent, chur-
ch secretary, church treasurer
and held other offices.

He is a native of St. Clair in
the Easonville  community
where he went to school. Mrs.
Whitten was Miss Anne Smith
before marriage. She was born
in the same community and
they were childhood
hearts. They are the parents
of four children, WMrs.
Hammett and Dan Whitten of
Birmingham, and Mrs. E. L.
Love Jr., and Frepnch O. Whit-
ten Jr., Pell City.

sweet-
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FRENCH 0. WHITTEN
S After 42 Years

After this week F. O. Whit-

ten, for 42 years an employee
of Avcmdale Mills ‘will lay
dewn his tools;of the trade and
join * the . rapidly:: ~increasing
numer of happily vetired peo-
ple in ths communuy

Mr Whltten Jc.ned Avondale
as an eiecfrician mn 1921, has
been

Pell Clt,, plast sine 1954. His

superintcndent of the .

o

plans cailed for him to retire ‘

about tw3 years ago, but Avon-
dale - officials persuaded him
1o stay on for one more year,
then one more year to super-
intend the important installa-
tion of new machirery and a
~hange over from weaving blue
denim to grey goods taking
place in the Pell City plant.

Dudley Martin came {6 Pell
City from the Avondale Plant
2t Alexander City, will succeed
Mr Whitten as superintendent
at Pell City. Mr. Martin came
to Pell City about one year
ago. ; :



DR. J. H. NEWMAN

Girls’ college
gives ned to

UA official

FARMVILLE, Va., May|:
29—(®—Dr. James Heflin|,
» Newman, executive vice|l
president of the University|
of Alabama, was named|
president of Longwood Col-
lege Saturday.

Newman’s ~appointment be-
comes effective Sept: 1. It was|
announced by Douglas A
Robertson; rector  of -the col-
lege s board of visitors.

Dr Newman is 57. He is a
native of LaFayette, Ala.’

:He succeeds President
Francis G. Lankford, who has

been head of the state wom-
en’s college here since 1955,
Pr. Lankford resigned to re-
turn  to the. University . of
Virginia at - Charlottesville,
where he will serve as a
member of the faculty in the
départment of education.

DR. LANKFORD. held this
position prior to-’coming to
Longwood 10 years ago.

th

the educator is a veteran in“the
field of education and a proven
administrator.

“In Dr. Newman, the board of
visitors has a man of much
college experience who ‘has”a
great understanding of
problems  confronting - higher
education foday,” Robertson
said. :

Dr. Newman is a former
dean of studenis at the’Uni—
versity of Virginia. a0

The newly appomtod L(mt’-
wood president is married 1o
‘the former Dixie Ann Jones of
‘Pell City, Ala. They have . two
children — James Blair, 17, and
‘Ann Dickson, 20, a student at
Randolph-Macon Woman’s Cpl-
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MISS NIOMA LEE
. - - “Favorite” Nominee

Miss Nioma Lee, former Pell
City High School Librarian now
serving as Librarian at St
Clair County Training School,
has been nominated in the
“Favorite Teacher” contest be-
ing conducted by the Birming.

ham News and Post-Herald.

She has received high recom-
mendation from local school of-
ficials, ministers and eivie

leaders.

Miss Lee was Libravian st
Pell City High School before
accepting a similar position at
3t. Clair County Training School

‘ast year.
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Our town should be getting
used to shocks. A few weeks
ago a fine young man and a
beautiful little girl of our
community lost their lives in
an- automobile wreck.

Tuesday morning it was the
sudden unexpeeted death of
Orville David:Duran that was
a shocker, a real jolt to the
happiness of this community.
‘When death comes to anyone
it is an awesome. thing, but
when news of the death of a
well known and Thighly re-
spected and loved member
of the community comes sing-
ing over the wires early of
a morning it is something that

gets hard to live with,

O. D. Duran, as he was
known to a legion of friends,
wag 50 years old. In that com-
paratively short span of half
a hundred years he had ac-
complished more than many,
many of us do in more than
a lifetime. He was bhorn on a
farm near Albertville in Mars-
hall county. He formed early
plans for an education, after
high school attended Jackson-
ville State, Howard College
and finally the University of
Alabama where he won his
Masters Degree after an earli-
er degree at Howard.

He worked hard for his edu-
cation. He taught school and
returned to college, going in
the summer months, at any
time he could make a chance
for himself. He came to ‘Pell
City in the late 1930's, first
worked in the then rew farm
program with the BExtension
Service. Then he  started
teaching school, at Pell City’s
Grammar school, and as his
own personal education pro-
gressed at Pell City’s junior
high school, and then afier his
Masters degree was principal
of Pell City high school. While
principal at Pell City he was

a candidate for and was elect-
ed County Superintendent of
Tducation, a position he held
with distinetion at his death.

Along the way he felf the
call to preach. A devout Bap-
iisi he studied hard again to
prepare himself for this call-
ing. Then he was ordained a

Duran’s Death Shocks Comr

v
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Baptist minister ~and along .

with his already heavy work
load he held part time and
full pastorates. .at - several
churches in the county. ‘

Perhaps his great love at
the time of death was feach-
ing the Men’s Barraca Class
at the First Baptist church,



, Community

e for and was eleet-
1 Superintendent of
. a position he held
iction at his death.
he way he felt the
each. A devout Bap-
udied hard again- to
imself for .this eall-
he was ordained a
inister and along
already heavy work
held part fime and
torates af  several
in the county.

his great love at
of death was teach-
den’s Barraca Class
irst Baptist chureh.

Members of the class will al-
wayvs like to thing so. Members
of ‘the class will tell you he
was the. finest teacher they
ever heard, and they . came
eagerly every Sunday 1orn-
ing to hear his words. His in-
terpretation of and memory
of the Bible was amazing.
We buried this most useful
mwan, Wednesday afternoon: on
the last day of June. His Pas-
tor, Dr. Austin F. Staples, Jr.,
flew back from a Baptist con-
vention in Miami to conduct
the: services. He was assisted
by two other devout ministers,
Rev. Marvin Heflin and Rev.

Laney - Bain. . Services were
conducted at the First Baptist
church, where he was a mem-
ber for many years and a
church to which he had de-
voted so much service and
where he had spent so many
happy hours. Interment was

“in. Valley Hill cemetery. The

gracious funeral was directed
by the ever reliable Joe Kil-
groe and his able assistants.

He leaves behind a devoted
wife, Mrs. Janice Duran, two
children, James Edward Du-
ran and a daughter Mrs. Saun-
dra Barrvett, and two sisters
Miss Lellia Duran and Mrs.

Deland Crowe.
Pall . bearers were Paul
Turner, Judge Hoyt Hamilfon,
Ed Holladay, Hugh Hardy
Williamson, David Jackson
and-Elza Sims. Honorary pall-
bearers were members of the
Barraca Class, County Board
of Education, all ministers of
the county, all school princi-
pals in the county, Pat Rober-
son, Roy Gibson, Travis Du-
Boise and Carl Riddle.
Orville Duran’s life could
be well written with this
sentence; “A lifetime of serv-
ice dedicated to Christian re-

ligion and to education.” (eb) ORVILLE D. BU



Several years ago he staxted
the Clty Hall Sunday School
class, - inviting those - who ‘did
not attend any other. class or
church. The class was an in-
stant- success and many men
gather - eacly Sunday morning.
More  than many -hdve: ‘heen
turned from a wa:yward and
aimless ‘life into—a Christian
pathway- through. attuldance af: ,
the City Hall class, :

He has been pastor of the. Sed-
don Baptist church for nearly
three years, plans to continue
this. work. In adchtxon he plans
for an hour of radio time eveiy
Sunday morning; The flrst half

Contd From Front Page
Capt. Edward L. Lightfoot

ments, news of the ill in hos-
pitals  and announcements of
deaths and funerals. The last
half to the Sunday School les~
son.

- Capt. and Mrs. Lighifeot are
the parents of  two children;
one daughter, and one son. His
wife betore marriage wos Miss
Cora. Lee Taylor. Their daugh-
ter is Mrs. Elizabeth Allen,
Augosta, Ga., and the soa. is
John E. sthtfom of Rlchmond
Va. :

He is o native of Miilen, Ga.,
lived first on a farm and then
worked as a railroad. fireman
and_engineer, He came to Pell
City - from Ragland, worked for
over 20 years az Imernatxonal
hcpzesenmme of the AF of L-
CI0. -

| Wl" Reiire
January 1st.

A man who has. endeared him-

_self in the ! hearts : of < people

throughout  the Pell City com-~
munity and indeed throuOhout
St. Clair County pl.ms to" retire
fxom the Pell City Pohce Force
Jan 1, 1967, : :

Capt. Edward Lee nghtfoot
has been a great. Christian. in-
fluenice in ‘cur community- since
he - came among us- between 5
and 6 yecxrs- ago

| Sem -retxrk néht as far as the
police force is concerned. ‘For

" many years he® has’ been ‘a fa-

‘milar figure at the Iola Roberts
school;! standing s ‘a: sentipel,
guarding the lives of.the. school
¢hildren, directing’ trafﬂc on
busy hlghway 231 every’ morn-
ing and afternoon. His police
work will be confmed fo work
at the school.
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Mary Darrah to celebrate 100 years

Mrs. Mary Rxggs Darrah
2members the first auto:
ver saw. She: thmks back to wat-
nng the first man step foot on the

loon. And, she can tell

ie Indian Temtory, known now as .

klahoma
Today, Thursday,

aranny Darrah’” as she is aff

nately known mark he 100th bir-

,day with a Spir

obile she. -

h 27,'

A receptlon will be held in: her .
honor at her home, directly across-
from the Coal Cxty Grocery from 4 to :
o 7pm.
living in - '

~ problems other than

hxp, Darrah does not focus on‘ hi

not being able to hear every worc
Instead sh ‘concentrates or

a natlve fof Talladega, . thi

th places

e‘to and the's ;

Vary Riggs Darféh to g:iel'ebr‘a;fé, 100 years

arried her hushand Her-

“can recall ¥

: Catherme Alberts—Darrah

~ busy.

‘extra

Iy when her

‘was takmg wheat to be ground a
‘mill into flour. He could not quit
the bag, and cornme w
in. That ni

father, a re igious man, th ki th
. Lord for everythmg except that little

bit of meal he hadtouse.
that drove. by cause
‘,because ‘as’ Da~

wagon and was “roarmg hk y u’f

: neverheard n

After spendmg time rearmg her
children—Robert ‘Darrah,
Darrah, lenora Donahoo

time raising beautiful flowers

enticed drivers to stop and admi

She also kept busy, until recentls
with crochetin tatting, an ;
ting. And, that is the secret, as she
explain ' - 1if

She regrets seemg ch'
rmle 0.

Darrahis round of each of her 13
grandchxldren '

What is her blrthday wish for to—
day? For good health, she answers. b




PUBLICATION NO. S \ ‘ ,
 USPS 475-760 o Sunday Morning, February 14,
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~ Celebrating their 65th Valentine’s Day together
jN“’H:ferman Dollar néver misses an opportunity to show k the past 65 years of marriage the’y have shared sin'c‘é

love and affection for his wife, Essie. The Pell City Dec. 24, 1922, when thev stood before the minister and
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MILDRED ~ AND:  JACK f{riends and other relatives. The
HAZELWOOD _ celebrated their Hazelwoods attend Mt. Zion
golden wedding amniversary June Freewill Baptist Church. Mr,
30. A tea was held in their honor at = Hazelwood worked for Southern
Pell City Recreational Center. Railread until seven years ago: Mrs.
Joining in the celebration were ten - Hazelwood has devoted these 50
"children, 23 grandchildren and one.  years to family aad home.
great-granddaughter, plus many




- Jessie and Lella Isbell of

Pell City had their 57th
wedding " anniversary " on
November 23. They
_celebrated the event ‘on
Thanksgiving. Day - with
- their 12 children-and many

 sbel’s
~ celebrate anniversary

‘grandchildren and great-

grandchildren,-all- " of
Alabama. Mrs. Isbell is 81-
years-old and Mr, Isbell
celebrated his 83rd birth-
day on Thanksgiving Day.




f pp mted to the council
' ‘elycted mayor in

August 1941 to




MR. ANDMRS HERMON DOLLAR then- home, 2001 3rd Avenue South,
will celebrate their = 60th wedding  Pell City. All friends and relatlves are
anniversary Feb 13 fmm 24 pm. at invited to attend. (1)




Wednesday, June 12, 1968

The Birmingham News 73

Freeways are for walking

BY FRANK SIKORA, News staff writer

PELL CITY
hp always wondered what happen: to you when vour
car conks out 6n a freeway — say, msdwa\ th\wen two

exits.

There's nothing in between, and qmte often vou don't

(;I\Ien see a farm house on some dlstant
il

T was ‘driving along Interstate 20,
headed for Anniston, Somewhere west of
Pell - - City - my - car began ~sputtering;
steaming, and giving off the smell of
burning wires:

Curse the luck, curse the hot June air,
curse the manufacturer of the car! Tt
went dead, and I pulled over to the side. "

Cars whizzed by while I poked around
the motor, making a pretense at seeking
the cause. My wife and our five children
knew it was a ruse, because all I know about a car is how
to drive it.

It was late in the afternoon.
a phone,

" 1 hadn't gone 15 vards before a car screeched to a
alt.

SIKORA

Finally 1 went to Jook for

Alse Scott, his wife and  their son, Larty, were
returning to Pell City from a. visit. o, Birmingham, =~

He told me to get in, saying, 1 don’t genemlly pick
up strangers, hut we sa“ all those chxldren and I figured
vou were with them,’

This. is when he told me who he was. He drove me to
the Baptist Home, a place for the elderly. .

J thanked him as I got out, but his wife said they'd
wait and carry me back to the freeway. It was more than
1 expected.

A call to Pell City put Cecil ;rav and his tow truck
on the road. Gray, it turned out, is Scott’s nephew.

“WE'LL JUST CARRY YOU back to your car,”
Scott, who is the tax collector in:St. Clair County, said.
To do this meant going back to the west bound lane, and
going five miles back toward Birmingham  before turning
back to the eastbound lane.

During the ride, Scott's car overheaded, which made
me feel guiltv. We made it to my car, then he went on,
with the Baptist Home his destination again.

Gray arrived, looked at the ‘motor, shook hls head
and hooked the car to his truck. -

“He pulled us in to his garage. So there we were:
Night was coming on, the car wouldn't be fixed for at
least 3 day, and no wheels.

Gray offered to earry us back to Birmingham in his
car. Bul 1 thought that would be an infringement,
because he was long everdue for supper.

Anvway, within minutes, there came Scott back, tbis
time driving a different car, It was a neat 1964 stalion
wagon. The same as mine, only his would run,

HE APOLOGIZED FOR it being a little dusty (it's his
fishing car). Then he said, “But you're welcome to use it.
You can bring it back when you come for your car.”

You don't even know me,”" I told him.
“That’s all right,” he replied, *1 trust you.”

Gray broke in. “He wouldn’t offer it if he dldn’t mean
it. Take it."

It was unbelievable. We headed back for Blrmmg~
ham.

There’s a moral to this. If I hadn’t been walking, the
Scotts might never have stepped. In other words, if I stﬂl
had my head under the hood .

Don't” hit the motor, the manufacturer,

and the
weatherman. Hit the road! N
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“Miss Elsie Dunn died at her
bome in Pell City early Wednes-
day ‘morning. S
9 Miss Dumn was the beIovndQ
< friend, -confident and wurse’ of
“‘j_ thousands “of people in the Pell
‘(v City-St. Clair county: “area. She
“,; aied in bher sleep and was found
in her bed between 8:30 and’g
o’clock *“Wednesday - morning,
She was 80 years old. She wag
foond by Mrs. Clara Wood, a
friend who had been living with
ber frr 2 ebort time. Mrs. Wood
“wassopreparing - Miss - Dunn’s o
breantoht when qhe made the .y
discovery. - :

The deceased woman had been ‘.
in jll health for more than a
year .and had spent some time
in a local “nursing -home. No
lreason was assigned for the
cause of her death. R

Miss Dwmn was a registered
nurse, frained for her Jife’s
work in Philidelphia, came {o
Pell City soon affer comwletion
of her traininy and went to work
for the late Dr. R. A, Martin.
She was supervisor of nursing
at the oid Gertrude. Comer hos-
pital and Iaier ai the Martin j
hospital.

She served her beIoved pro-
fession for a lifetime, in her
adopted home communily, re-
tived only -a few years age he-
cause of ill health.

Funeral services wi'l he at the
First Methodist Church in Pell
City at 2 pm., today (Thurs-
day). Interment will be in the
Heflin Cemetery af Heflin, Kil-
groe will direct. .

Survivors include twe  nep-
hews, Jack Meacham, Les An-
geles, Frank Meacham, Pell
City, fhree nieces, Mrs. Rlsie
Beck, Montgomery, Mrs. Eliza-
beth Pifts, and Mrs. Bernice
Reeves, Atlanta and ofther rela-
tives.



Maggie Capps

An open house will be held Sat-
urday from 3 pm. to 6 p.m. to
honor Mirs. Maggie Capps’ 90th bir-
thday.

The reception will be held at her
home on 1800 Second Ave. North
in Pell City. ;

Mrs. Capps was born Aug. 10,
1900 to John Allen and Sarah
Frances Squires Hill in Marengo
County, Ala. She was married to the
late Newton Ellis Capps. The cou-
ple had five children: Gladys Butis,
Eurel Capps, Dorothy Allawzy,
Myrtice Hammett and Tommy Gray
Capps.

Relatives and friends are invited
to share this happy. occassion with
Mrs. Capps and her children.

Thursday, August 2, 1990 ST. CLAIR NEWS-AEGIS



News-Aegis Printing

ALIAS WARRANT OF ARREST

THE STATE OF ALABAMA S ey
CITY OF PELL CITY ? CITY OF PELL CITY, RECORDER'S COURT

ST. CLAIR COUNTY

N

To any Lawful Officer of said County—Greeting:

You are hereby commanded to arrest Leor

1, to answer the State of Ala-

: J
and -bring before me at my office'?rt f@’ity
-V /

bama on a charge of Vailinge ho dvnear t

preferred by

I

>
D L T T O e e

Witness my hand, this 17 day of




10 Nixon, who
eart attack June

_ pale in this year’s ceremony and i
“cthe years to.come. L




You are cordially invited ro attend
an appreciation dinner honoring

James Oliver McGowan

upon his rerirement as
Telecommunications & Cisco Nerworking Instructor
with the St. Clair County Board of Education
Thursday June 19. 2003. 6:00 P M.
Pell Ciry Civic Center
Pell Ciry. Alabama

RSVP- June 12. 2003
205-594-7055 Mr. James Xing or
205-338-2404 (hm) Mr. Guin Robinson



RETIREMENT & APPRECIATION PROGRAM

HONORING

JAMES OLIVER McGOWAN

Telecommunications & Cisco Networking Instructor
John Pope Eden Career Technical Center
St. Clair County Board of Education

Pell City Civic Center
Pell City, Alabama

June 19, 2003
6:00 P.M.




Welcome

Friends and colleagues of
James O. McGowan
take this opportunity to
welcome you with pleasure and enthusiasm
to this retirement celebration
for such an
honorable educator.

We congratulate him for
the excellent service rendered
to the educational system.

[t is with pride that we
salute him on this

special occasion as we
bid him farewell!




James Oliver McGowan




The Life of James O. McGowan

Mr. McGowan began his career in education as a telecommunications instructor at the
John Pope Eden Career Technical Center in the St. Clair County School System. During
those years, he taught basic installation and repair, installation of telephone systems,
pole climbing and outside plant construction. As technology changed and
communications advanced into the new millennium, his curriculum changed to meet
the new challenges of the computer age. His last assignment was teaching Cisco
Computer Networking and Aries A-Plus Certification in order to meet those challenges.

During his years as a teacher, Mr. McGowan made a decision to run for public office in
June of 1984. He won the majority vote in every beat except one and took office in
October as Pell City’s first black city councilman. He continues to serve the citizens of
Pell City as councilman and Mayor Pro-Tem.

After a year into his term as councilman, he was appointed by the mayor as chairperson
of a committee to oversee the Pell City Police Department. Mr. McGowan began to
attend classes at Jacksonville State University on weekends, at his own expense. He
completed the class with 280 hours of law enforcement training—the equivalent of a
full-time police officer.

Mr. McGowan served as sponsor and co-sponsor of the VICA (Vocational Industrial
Clubs of America) for several alternating years. He also served as a member of the St.
Clair County Education Association, Alabama Education Association, National
Education Association, Alabama-Mississippi Independent Telephone Association, State
Vocational Education Association and National Vocational Education Association.

Throughout his career, Mr. McGowan has taught numerous students who have gone on
to make careers out of their training. Some of his students are in management positions
for large companies and some are in big business for themselves.

Mr. McGowan is married to Elsie Henderson McGowan, Director of the St. Clair
County Head Start Program. They have two children and one grandson, Jaylond. Their
son, Kenneth, served in the U.S. Navy and is now an officer at the St. Clair County
Correctional Facility. Their daughter, LaCindra, is a pre-law student at the University
of Alabama in Tuscaloosa.




BIOGRAPHICAL JOURNEY OF JAMES McGOWAN

Mission:

To train students so that they will be able to find a challenging and responsible
position where skills, education, expertise and practical experience as a
telecommunications specialist will be effectively utilized.

Experience: Twenty-seven years in telecommunications. Advanced from entry level to
planning, instructing and management; installation, service and repair of
electronic key systems, data switching equipment and data circuitry,
reading schematics and diagrams. Also, familiar with test equipment.

Education: Rank II/BS Degree in Vocational Education from Alabama A & M
University; Telecommunications Certificate from Tennessee State
Vocational School; Certified Teacher in Telecommunications from the
State of Alabama; Certified with ITT, TIE and Mitel for Electronic Key
Systems, PBS EPABX; Cisco Systems Computer Network Certification and
Aries Technology.

Work History: Instructor at Eden Career Technical Center in Telecommunications, 1976
to present; Cisco Computer Networking and Aries Technology Instructor,
2000 to present.

Community/Civic Activities: 5-term member of the City Council of Pell City; Member
of Local, State and National Education Associations; Graduate of the
Certified Municipal Officer’s Training Program; Past Executive Board
Member of the St. Clair County Dept of Human Resources; Co-Advisor of
the Vocational Industrial Clubs of America; Graduate of the Northeast
Alabama Police Academy at Jacksonville State University; served as
Mayor Pro-Tempore for past 4 years; served as Chairman of Police, Fire,
Park & Recreation, Street & Sanitation and Finance Committees; member
of the Pell City Planning Board; Alabama-Mississippi Independent
Telephone Association; Outstanding Young Men of America 1982-83.




PROGRAM

Prelude/Music Zache Horton

Welcome/OCCasion. .......c.oeeueineiueiiniineenericiiesricssceeeenennnn.GUIN RObinson
Mayor, City of Pell City

Invocation Rev. A. L. Courtney, Ret.
First Baptist Church, Pell City, Alabama

Dinner
(Power Point Presentation by Tim Sweezey
Director, Pell City Parks & Receation)

Zache Horton

Judge Bill Hereford

Mayor Guin Robinson

Attorney Billy Church

Dedicatory Song LaCindra McGowan

Expressions of Appreciation & Presentations Friends,
Co-workers & Students

Unveiling of Portrait Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Spradley

Remarks Honoree, James O. McGowan




CONTRIBUTORS/SUPPORTERS/SPONSORS

Mr. Greg Bain
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Boddie
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Bowers
Hon. & Mrs. Mike Bowling
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Brascho
Mr. & Mrs. Billy Church
Hon. & Mrs. Van Davis
Mrs. Judy Ellison
Mrs. Sandra Embry
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Fields
Hon. & Mrs. Blaine Galliher
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Gardner

Mr. & Mrs. James L. Golden, Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. Adrick Goodgame
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Goodgame
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Gossett
Mr. & Mrs. Johnny Grimes
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Hardwick
Mr. & Mrs. John Hazelwood
Hon & Mrs. Bill Hereford
Hon & Mrs. Jim Hill
Mr. Gibson Holladay
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Holladay
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Isbell

Mr. & Mrs. Ladale Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Kemp
Mr. Mark Long
Mr. & Mrs. Lyman Lovejoy
Hon. & Mrs. Paul Manning
MAW Properties
Metro Bank
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Miller
Mz. & Mrs. Ray Miller
Mr. Richard Minor
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Minor
Mrs. Margaret Mongold
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Raughton
Hon. & Mrs. Charles Robinson, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Robinson, Jr.
Hon. Guin Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Phil Seay
Mr. & Mrs. Billy Shepherd
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Smith
Mr. & Mrs. William Trussell
Union State Bank
Mr. Larry Ward
Hon. & Mrs. Randy Wood




Program Committee
Paula Hereford
Penny Isbell
Jim King'

Marie Manning
Guin Robinson
Phil Seay
Cathy Smith
Tim Sweezey

Photographer

Ed Tyler
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On behalf of the family
and program committee,
we gratefully acknowledge and appreciate
your friendship and support
at this momentous occasion

honoring our friend and colleague,

James Oliver McGowan.



AT&T Long Lines
Vol. 17,No.13
December 17,1979

Forest Walls:
Pell City’s
man about
town

few years ago the littie town of

Pell City, Alabama, was nearly
destroyed by a tornado. But through a
federal grant and the efforts of its 6,000
residents, the town has come back.

One of those residents is Long Lines
Communications Technician Forest
Walls, who also happens to be one of
Pell City's five city counciimen.

When a visitor first comes to Pell
City, Forest points with pride to the
rows of flowers that line the sidewalks
along the town’s main street, Cogswell
Avenue, and talks of the beautification
program the townspeople undertook
after the tornado hit.

And he's quick to name some of the
town's accomplishments since he's
beenin office.

“There's the recreation complex.

We've always wanted one and we got
that Aiirina myu twn terme '’ haaing
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Vol. 17, No. 13
December 17,1979

Forest Walls:
Pell City’s
man about
town

_ few years ago the little town of
7 Pell City, Alabama, was nearly
destroyed by a tornado. But through a
federal grant and the efforts of its 6,000
residents, the town has come back.

One of those residents is L.ong Lines
Communications Technician Forest
Walls, who also happens to be one of
Pell City's five city councilmen. .

When a visitor first comes to Pel
City, Forest points with pride to the
rows of flowers that line the sidewalks
along the town's main street, Cogswell
Avenue, and talks of the beautification
program the townspeople undertook
after the tornado hit.

And he's quick to name some of the
town’'s accomplishments since he’s
been in office.

“There's the recreation complex.
We've always wanted one and we got

that during my two terms,” begins
Enract wha avareess racreation for

as a city councilman, and who went
into his second term without a runoff,
gotinterested in being a city
councilman in the first place.

“We were having problems with the
sewers and problems getting the
streets paved in the area where | lived.
We couldn’t get any help out of the city
and | feit | should get into a position
where we could get help, so | ran and
I won,” Forest explains.

And Forest, who has almost 28
years of service with Long Lines,
speaks with as much pride about his
job as he does about his town.

He's responsible for route
maintenance of the L-3 route from the
Alabama-Georgia line to Cook
Springs, Alabama, outside of
Birmingham, a total of 70 miles of
coaxial cable.

“i have inside work and | have
outside work. | like being involved in
a different situation everyday. As
part of my job, I'm a public relations
man between the company and the
property owners,” says Forest.

“For example, | will locate our cable
for property owners who want to put
in a boat ramp or a pier where our
cable crosses the Coosa River.”

in city government, Forest admits
that the picture isn't all rosy.



Forest Walls:

continued from page 1

Long Lines role is in providing
interstate services and | contact the
independent company representative
to et him know about any complaints
I might get about phone service.”

At the same time Forest feels that
being on the city council is a definite
asset on his Long Lines job.
“Because,” says Forest, “you get
involved in the community and you
know what's going on.

"For exampte, our cable goes
through the Pell City Industrial Park. |
know what new construction is coming
up and what io expect,” Forest says.

In addition to recreation, Forest
heads up the utility department of Peli
City, which includes responsibitity for
water and gas and, he says, “| know at
all times when new lines are coming
in, which comes in handy when !
perform my plant protection duties.”

R.J. Reynolds

continued from page 1

cutover chairman and network control
manager; marketing's Herb Martin and
Ed Standard who were responsible for
network routing, Jim Register who
served as switched services

coordinator, and Gloria Myers who
coordinated the training of RJR

Does Foresthave any future political
ambitions?

“limagine I'll run for a third term, but
'mundecided,” he proclaims.

His wife Linda, daughter Jackie and
son Blythe are supportive of his
community involvement.

“They're my best campaigners and
they help me pass out cards,” Forest
says.

But if Forest does run again, it won't
be a decision based on politics, but on
love of city, because, in his words, “I
get to do things that help the
community.”

And the community appreciates his
help and holds Forest in high regard.
If you don’t believe it, just ask Pell City
Mayor Hugh H. Williamson.

"He's a real fine councilman,” says
the Mayor. “Very cooperative . .. very
industrious. When problems come up,
he’s willing to carry more than his fair
share. We're really fortunate to have
him as a member of the Council.”

High marks

Glen Withers, RJR’s manager of
voice communications planning, gave
the ETN cutover this montha 9.5
rating on a 10-point scale—an
incredibly high mark when considering
the size and complexity of an
electronic network that encompasses
some 850 lines (private line and
WATS); 22 new PBX’s including five
Dimension 2000’s, four Dimension

Forest (second from right) chats with Pell City Police Chie
Williamson and City Clerk Bettie Scott outside Pell City Ha
on the second and fourth Monday nights.

takes a few seconds.

Many of RJR's rotary phones have
been replaced by Touch Tone @ or
Electronic Custom Telephone Sets
(ECTS) allowing employees to access
the Dimension system. Floyd says the
Touch Tone phones and the quick
response of the network along with
Dimension features such as call pick
up, automatic call back and call
forwarding are proving popular among
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Does Forest have any future political
ambitions?

“Iimagine I'll run for a third term, but
I'm undecided,” he proclaims.

His wife Linda, daughter Jackie and
son Blythe are supportive of his
community involvement.

“They're my best campaigners and
they help me pass out cards,” Forest
says.

But if Forest does run again, it won't
be a decision based on poiitics, but on
love of city, because, in his words, *|
get to do things that help the
community.”

And the community appreciates his
help and holds Forest in high regard.
If you don't believe it, just ask Pell City
Mayor Hugh H. Williamson.

“He's a real fine councilman,” says
the Mayor. “Very cooperative . .. very
industrious. When problems come up,
he's willing to carry more than his fair
share. We're really fortunate to have
him as a member of the Council.”

High marks

Glen Withers, RJR's manager of
voice communications planning, gave
the ETN cutover this montha 9.5
rating on a 10-point scale—an
incredibly high mark when considering
the size and complexity of an
electronic network that encompasses
some 850 lines (private line and
WATS),; 22 new PBX's including five
Dimension 2000’s, four Dimension
400's, a centrex and a Horizon; more
than 10,000 new telephone sets; and
about 18,000 new phone numbers.

Some 12,000 RJR employees were
trained prior to cutover on how to use
the system, according to Myers. Others
are provided detailed use instructions.

“For the new system to work well,
it was important that RJR emplovees

Forest (second from right) chats with Pell City Police Chief R. E. Bowlin (far left), Mayor Hugh H.
Williamson and City Clerk Bettie Scott outside Pell City Hall. The city council meets twice a month
on the second and fourth Monday nights.

takes a few seconds.

Many of RJR's rotary phones have
been replaced by Touch Tone © or
Electronic Custom Telephone Sets
(ECTS) allowing employees to access
the Dimension system. Floyd says the
Touch Tone phones and the quick
response of the network along with
Dimension features such as call pick
up, automatic call back and call
forwarding are proving popular among
RJR employees.

“In fact, we've just requested that
the automatic call back feature be
adapted to the whole network,” Floyd
comments.

Named in a contest

The new system was named

Reynolds' Reach in an RJR-sponsored

merntaat in arhins stees o o

their research capacity using this

system. Now a manufacturing
employee can check on a shipment
from another location by calling on the
network. Before, he would have
hesitated to do that because it would
have meant a long distance call.”

Other savings will be realized
through electronic document
distribution with the network handling
about a million documents a month
(about half of them at night when the
network is in lower use).

In January, RJR will trial intra-
company conferencing and electronic
blackboards at its headguarters and
affiliate locations.

So the system is now and promises
in the future to provide those



