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CELEBRATING ST. CLAIR COUNTY's BIRTHDAY
ST. CLAIR COUNTY SESQUICENTENNIAL
PLUS ONE YEAR
HONORING

ST. CLAIR COUNTY

Unveiling Ceremony - Roster Honoring St. Clair County
Officials Serving Since County's Birth,November 20,1818

Hon. Hoyt B. Hamilton, Master of Ceremonies
Program Committee
Hon. Hoyt B. Hamilton, Chairman
Hon. S. E. Bell
Hon. H. N. Mize
Hon. J. B. Walters
Hon. J. E. Ingram
Mr. Edmund Blair
Mr. H. L. Eubanks

Hon. H. E. Holladay
Mrs. Irene Hodges

Friday, November 28, 1969, 2:00, P.M.

at

Ashville Courthouse
Ashville, Alabama

in

Courtroom

The Public is Invited



PROGRAM

Invocation Rev. Dan Kilgore, President
St, Clair County Ministerial Assn.

The National Anthem Jack Dollar
Pell City High School

Welcome and Recognition of Honored Guests
Judge Hoyt B. Hamilton

HISTORY OF ALABAMA
History of Fort Strother Mrs., Mattie Lou Crow

Historical Statement Miss Charlotte O'‘Donnell
(st. Clair County) Ashville Sesqui Belle

Historical Statement Miss Lynn Purdy
Pell City Sesqui Belle

Recognition of Public Officials and Presentation
of Meritorious Leadership Awards for Those
Serving 16 or more Years as an Elected Official

Hon. H. Edwin Holladay
Introduction of Special Guest and Featured Speaker
Mr. Edmund Blair

Address Hon. Bill Nichols, Congressman
4th Congressional District

Unveling Roster Judge Hoyt B. Hamilton
Hon. Bill Nichols
Hon. Edwin Holladay
Mr. Edmund Blair

Benediction



‘ovember 20, 1818 , November 20, 1969

LEADERSHIP AWARDS
Presented To

Madison Ward Forman, Judge of Probate Jan. 15, 1935 -
January 15, 1959

Ira Davis, Member of Board of Education 1935~1939
Sheriff 1939-1951, Representative 1951-1955
Judge of Inferior Court 1969~1971

Roy Gibson, Superintendent of Education 1938~1955

Mlse W. Scott, Tax Collector, 1949-1973

Hoyt B. Hamilton, Tax Assessor, 1949-1959, Judge of Probate
1959-~1971

E. A. Borders, Member Board of Education 1938-1957

Frank B. Embry, Representative 1922~1926, Circuit
Solicitor, 1939-1947, Circuit Judge 1953-1959

November 28, 1969

for outstanding contributions and meritorious
service as an elected official of St. Clair
County serving the people of St. Clair County
16 years or more, presented this 28th day of
November, 1969, for and on »behalf of the
people of St. Clair County by:

St. Clair County Court of County Commissioners
Judge Hoyt B. Hamilton, Chairman

S. E. Bell, Commissioner, District 1

[1. ¥, Mize, Commissioner, District 2

J. B, Walters, Commissioner, District 3

James Ingram, Commissioner, District 4

COMMEMORATING 151 YEARS THIS NOVEMBER 20, 1969



St. Clair County Sesqui Belles

Miss Charlotte O'Donnell Ashville
Miss Dana Blair Branchville
Miss Suzy Shirley Moody

Miss Kay Mitchell ’ Margaret
Miss Lynn Purdy Pell City
Miss Wanda Gibson Odenville
Miss Susan Wright Ragland
Miss Lynn O'Barr : Steele
Miss Donna Sisson Riverside
Miss Nancy Terry Springville

Present St. Clair County Elected Officials

Hoyt B. Hamilton, Judge of Probate, Pell City, Alabama

S. E. Bell, Commissioner, District 1, Ashville, Alabama

H. N. Mize, Commissioner, District 2, Odenville, Alabama
James B. Walters, Commissioner, District 3, Ragland, Alabama
James E. Ingram, Commissioner, District 4, Pell City, Alabam
Hugh H. Williamson, Superintendent of Education, Pell City
Charles Braswell, Board of Education, Ashville, Alabama
James D. Cobb, Board of Education, Odenville, Alabama

W. E. "Bill" Meads, Board of Education, Ragland, Alabama
Aubrey Washington, Board of Education, Springville, Alabama
Ardis Weems, Board of Education, Pell City, Alabama

F. O. Whitten, Jr., Judge of Circuit Court, Pell City, Ala.
L. P. Waid, District Attorney, Oneonta, Alabama

B. C. Banks, Clerk of Circuit Court, Ashville, Alabama
Joel N. Wood, Sheriff, Ashville, Alabama

Hoyt Copeland, Coroner, Odenville, Alabama

James S. Satterfield, Tax Assessor, Ashville, Alabama

Alse W. Scott, Tax Collector, Pell City, Alabama

Ira Davis, Judge of Inferior Court, Ashville, Alabama
Vernon Sollie, Judge of Inferior Court, Pell City, Alabama
Edwin Holladay, Representative, Pell City, Alabama

Aubrey Carr, Senator, Guntersville, Alabama



CELEBRATING ST, CLAIR COUNTY'S BIRTHDAY
ST. CLAIR COUNTY SESQUICENTENNIAL

PLUS ONE

On the 20th day of November, 1818, and in the 43rd
yeaxr of the American Independence at the second
session of the First General Assembly of the
Alabama Terxritory, the County of St. Clair was
formed, This assembly was held at St. Stephens

in Washington County and most important business
of this assembly was placed on the preparation

of the Territory of Statehood but time was Ffound
to create St. Clair County and one other, Autauga
County.

The County was named for General Arthur St. Clair
who was born in Thurse, Scotland, in 1734 and came
to America as a First Lieutenant in the Army of
General Wolfe. At the outbreak of the Revolutionary
War, he joined the Colonials. After the war, he

was made first Governor of the Northwest territory.
When the war was over, many of General St. Clair's
soldiers remained in this locality. General St.
Clair died in 1818, the same year that the Count:
was established and named aftexr him.

In 1844, the log building being used for a Courthouse
was judged to be inadeguate and it was ordered by

the Court that a new brick bhuilding be crected.
Littleton Yarbrough was commissioned to erect this
brick building. This same building is in use todavw
in Ashville. It has been many times remodeled and
renovated, with rooms added from time to time.

In 1903, due to air incrcasing population and im-
passable roads, a branch courthouse was established
at Pell City by a local act of the Legislature.



Sesquicentennial

Alabama

After being ruled under six flags, the Alabama
territory was established on March 3, 1817, the
enabling Act for Alabama statehood signed two
years later on March 7, 1819, and we were
officially admitted to the Union on December 14,
1819, as the 22nd State.

Our first governor was William White Bibb, a
democrat from Virginia.

The population of the State, taken in the 1820
census, was 129,901, Today, we number over
3,266,740,

St. Clair County was created by the Alabama
Territorial Legislature before the State was
adnitted into the Union.



COUNTY PERFORMERS SPOTLIGHTED—

(Not pigtered):
MARGARET == Ka
daughter‘ Mr. and Mrs. Thom.
a‘s B Mitchell. A senior at St
Clair County High, she is z;
clixeeir!eader, secrefary of FTA
president of the Pep Clup an‘i
n};mhc;‘ of the Belz Clu;; .
‘ IVERSIDE — Donna, Sisson,
aughter of Mr. ang Mrs‘
JGeorge .Sisson‘ She auendcri
t‘a.cksonwlle State University
or ‘two years.  presenlly s
working with the Head Start
program in St. Clair. ‘
Judge Hoyt B '
fu . Hamilton,
chairman of the county Scsq:i
c.ven&. issued a_reminder that
tekels to tonigh(s show alse
\'\:m entitle fhe buyer to admis.
sion 1o e Fairgrowws “Shwe
an the night of July 3rd, when

St Clair i
N County will be feat.

_A beautitul Civil War Ballet
will b‘e one of the original px‘e-’ {
sentations in the Birmingham
Area Sesquicentennial Cchhra-

tion at Alabama
Stal ir-
grounds, Jun e Fair-
N

>

Yy Mitchell,

e o
200:3: “Clati County is

1)

kicking off its participation in the

Alabama Sesquicentennial celebration with a giant, en-
tertainment-packed Sesqui Talent Show' tonight (June
26) at Pell City High School's Alumni Stadium.

. Home-grown talent, including rock 'n roil bands,

singers, dancers, and other

assorted entertainers, will

be featured in this preview to the Birmingham area
celebration, which will be held at the Alabama State

Fairgrounds, Jure 30—July

Tonight's show at Alumai
Stadium will be emceed by Tom
York, well-known Birmingham
lelevision personality, and will
get underway at 8:00 p.m.

On hand to “prefly up” the
show will be ‘St. Clair’s 10 Sey-
qui Belles — eight of whom are
pictured above.

The Belles, one chocen from
the various towns of the county,
are as follows.

SPRINGVILLE —  Nancy
Terry, daughter of Mv. and Mrs.
James Terry. A senior at
Springville High Schoel, she
won the Miss Springville and
Tiger Sweetheart titles during
the 69 school year, aand is a
cheerleader.

RAGLAND — Susan  Wright,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Mil-
ton Wright. A former Miss FHA
and member of the Beta Club
at Ragland High, she is repre-
senting St. Clair in the District
4-H dress revue contest.

ASHVILLE— Charlotte O'Don-
oelt, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
W. E. O'Donnell. A 1969 gradu-
ate: ol . Ashville High, School,
she was a cheerleader, Class
Salutatorian, and a cheerlead-
er: singe '67. -

LASTEEUE:-~— - Lyun OB

33 14

-doughter of -Mr, and -Mrs:Lom s

G'Barr. A sophomore at Jack-
sonville State University, she
is a graduale of Steele, Jr. High
and Etowah County High School.
She was # cheerleader and was
chosen Class Favorite at Bto-
wah.

BRANCHVILLE— Dana Blair,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Dwight Blair, Jr. She is in her
senfor year at Leeds High
School, where she is a popular
cheerleader.

ODENVILLE — Wanda Gib-
son, nicce of Mr. and Mrs. Alv-
in Byers. During the 1969 school
vear at St. Clair County High,
she was chosen Miss FHA, serv-
ed as vice president of the Coun-
ty FHA and president of Qden-
ville FHA, and was Good Citiz-
enship Girl.

MOODY ~— Suzy Shirley,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. S. M.
Shirley. Winner of oratorical
contest while a student at Moo-
dy, Jr. High, she is now an
officer in the National Honor So-
ciety at Leeds High School.

PELL CITY — Marian Havri-
son, daughier of Mrs. Louise

Harrison and the late Louie
Harrison. A 1969 graduate of
Peli City High Schoel, she was
Miss Homecoming, a cheerlead-
er, secretary of the sentor class,
and member of Beta Club, FTA,
the Letter Club and the Pep
Club.

5th,

and other scenes in the musical
drama, ranging from an Indian
prologue to the launching of a
space ship,

There will be no natrator or
emcee for the production and
all sound effects will be live.
‘The. vehicle for = continuity
throughout . the drama, wrilten
by Miss Mary Jean Parson of
American Broadeasting Com-
pany, will he the use of con-
tinuing characters. — & yeung
man and ‘woman who meet in
the several eras of Alabama
history.

Fach time they meet, they
will be older and have a moxre
complicated relationship. Mike

© Mitler and . Janice Magro will

take these parts. Also acting in
several scenes wilt be TV perso-
nality, Bert Parks.

Seven - “oviginal ~songs  will
spark ‘the program and’ othets,
along with ‘period- jokes, have
ficen selected from {lie ‘Library
al Congress.. “Hell and.’ High
Water” will'trace the history of
TVA - in Alabama. J*We Gob
Steel™ will tanch -on - the open
hearth steel * pracess,  “Calics
Waltz” . will el of “the. preay
racovery - from a cholern - epi
demic. ¢ . :

Local -history will figure into:
the program each night “as the
following counties are spottight«
ed: Blount, June 30; Jefferson,
July 1; Shelby, July 2; St. Claiv,
July 3; Walker, July 4; and Bir-
mingham, July 5. On the finat
evening, Miss Alabama will he
crownen.

PARTICIPATING in staging

the program with Jatnes Hate
¢ Dea-

or. divector; will be L
gon, music and’ oret
Robert Burleson, chotd
Ross, scts; Molly Friedel, light-
ing; Mrs. Grace Bozenhart, as
sistant coordinator: Frank Ker-
sey and Jack Saxon, music and
dance; Gaenor Grance and Nan-
cy Jobnson. hallet; Frances
Loog, Alfonzo Jones, Mae Not-
den: Pickens, C. J. Kelly, Chris-
tian Grey, songs; The Brass
Bulton, a rock hand: from Walk-
or County; and Rita Robinson,
costumes.

Fireworks will be used o
highlight moments of celehra-
tion and couflict in the drama.
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2 ANTALOONS SET THE STYLE IN THE GOOD OLD DAYS
o Miss l\aue Johnston, Blrmingham, Mrs, ‘Mary  Lou Rlddle and Mrs. Hoyt Teague,
JOdertville

. ANTEBELLUM EVERYWHERE—EVEN THE DRESSES
I+ '. Miss Liz Foole, Birmingham, Mrs. Charles Rosser, Mrs. Archie Jones and Miss Mar-
garet Forman, all of Springvi ille

dded beauty for pageant:

lair’s Sesqui-Belles’

BY JOY WILLIAMS
News. staff writer
““Sesqui-Belles” and talent
have -been §t. Clair County’s
much, lauded contributions to
the Sesqmcentenmal celebra-
tion. To be honored-at *‘Ahead
1o the Stars” on Thursday

“evening, citizens of St Clair

have also ‘been selling tickets
by the handful.

“We've ‘worked real hard
getling ready for the pa-
geant,” said Mrs. - Amme
Milam, county coordinater for
the women's committee. The
womefi ‘'who have pitched in
and “helped were present to-
day -at Atlington for lunch to
receive the thanks of Birming-
ham “and the Downtown Ac-
tion Committee for their acti-
ities. The ladies also enjoyed
a tour of Birmingham on
air-conditioned buses during
the afternoon, leaving Arling-
ton at 2 p.m; and returhing at
4pm. E .

THE “SESQUI-Belles” rep-
resenting - St Clair County
are lovely feen-agers who are
“belles” in every sense of the
word, They are Misses Susie
Shirley, Moody; Charlotte O'-
Donnell, ' Ashville; ~Nancy
Terry, Springville; Lyn Q-
Barr,. Steele; 'Susan Wright,
Ragland, ‘and Marian Harri-
son, Pell City.

St.Clair Countians-are alse
proud -of -their young people
who *are . appearing -in the
star:studded - pageant this
week. Among . the 'St. ~ Clair
performers . are Miss Peggy
Jones, - Miss “Wanda Martis,
Jimt ‘Hogan, Miss Sargh June
Miles, and Randy Smith, Mrs.
Archie Jones has been talent
coordinator ‘for the county.

Attending Tuesday's Arling-
_ton luncheon were! Mrs. R. F.
Cox, Mrs. Sol Mongold, Mrs.
Tom F. Griffin, Miss Anne
Riser, Mrs. Hud Willlamson,
Mrs. John Haynes, Mrs.
Harpld King, Mrs, W. R.
Carleton, Mrs. Paul Turner,
Mrs. George Williams, Mrs. J.
Fall Roberson Jr., Mrs. Ardis
Weems, Mrs, Hoyt B. Hamil-
ton and Miss Marian Harri-
son, Pell City.

MISS CHRISTINE Jones,
Miss Margaret Forman, Mrs.
Charles Rosser, Miss Jane
Terry, -Mrs. - James Terry,
Miss Nancy. Terry, Mrs. John
Cox, Mrs. Fred D, Lesley, and
Mrs. J.°B. Martin Jr., Spring-
ville.

Miss Susan Wright and Mrs.
windon Edge, Ragland; Miss
Lynn O'Barr, Mrs. Mary L.
0’Barr and Mrs. Leon Wilson,
Steele; Mrs. “Talmadge O.
Newton, Mrs. Charlton Garri-
son and Mrs, Mike Slovensky,
White's Chapel; Mrs. E. A
Davis, Mrs. Anne Milam, Mrs.

UNDER THE OLD CHANDELIER

« « . Miss Judy Walker. Birmingham, Miss Nancy Terry,
SPringville

Mrs.
Gerald C. Swann, Mrs, W. E.
O'Donnell, Miss Charlotte 0'-

Hobart -S. - “Tucker,

Donnell and  Miss Susan
McCain, Asbville; Miss Suzy
Shirley and Mrs. Gail Shirley,

MOOQy. .

Mrs. Mary Lou Riddle, Mrs.
Henry Potter, Mrs. Mary E.
Spence, Mrs, Carl Riddle,
Mrs. Hoyt Teague, Mrs.
Mamie Aligood, Mrs. Jenima
L. Blankenship and Mrs
Bonnie Brashier, Odenville.




5-1-¢9
Publicity Chairman
Mrs. John Walker, Jr. (above) has served ag chairman of the
publicity commitiee for Springvilie’s May Day Festival, which is
‘being held Friday and Saturday, May 2-3, in conjunction with Ala.

M,
SESQUICENTENNIAL

CELEBRATION PROGRAM
May 2-3
SPONSORED BY

THE SPRINGVILLE
PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATION

FRIDAY
11:00 AM. — 1:00 PM. SCHOOL LUNCHROOM
“Bandwiches, drinks, and dessert will be on sale fo the general
public. . .
12:00 P.M. — 3:00 P.M. FOOTBALL STADIUM

ON THE FIELD: Live entertainment, Pschey-Hop, Cake Wallg,
Greased Pig Contest, ‘Sack Race, Potatg Raceé, and Egg Throwing
Contest,

ON THE MIDWAY: 3 fish ponds, ‘Duck tub, Souvenir booth,
White Elephant sale, Jewelry table, Forfung telling, Tiger dart
game, Weight guessing, Home made candy, Kissing both, Parcel
post. sale, Dimnk the ‘‘teacher”, " Bal] throwing contest, Test your
strength-musele man, Relling concession stands,

L:30 PM.  Parade of baby contestants .
3:00 P.M, SCHooL PLAYGROUND OF HIGHWAY NO. 11

Athletic Association is sponsoring ‘a’ Little League Basehall
Game, The rolling concession stands will be there.

5:30 P.M. FOOTBALL STADIUM

An admission fee of 50¢ per person Or no more than $2.5¢ for
an entire family entitles ticket holder to a covered dish dinner and
show to begin on field at 7:00 B.m. as (ollows:

7:086 P.M., PRESENTATION OF MAY pay COURT

Queen from Sr, High School ang escort Princess from Jy. High
School and escort Prince and Princess from Elementary School,

MAY POLE DANCE: Music by Mr., Amos Mashburn at the
organ and Mrs. Jimmy Jones at the piano, .

HISTORICAL PAGEANT

“Life in Alabuma” NARRATOR: Mrs. G L, Elam

GUEST SOLOIST: Shirley Steeq Gortney

FIRST GRADE* “Indians in Alabama»

SECOND GRADE+ “Frontier Days"

THIRD GRADE* “The Vine ang Olive  Colony™ and

“Plantatior Days
FOURTH GRADES “Stars Fell on Alabama — 1333~
(Fireworks display)

FIFTH GRADE> “The Civil War™

SIXTH GRADE* “Industriaj Boom {o Modern Alabama

The Concession Stands will pe open all evening,

SATURDAY
DOWNTOWN SPRINGVILLE

10:00 A.M, BOOTHS opEN FOR BUSINKSS

Counlry Store — Odds'n Ends Collector’s Items . Sovr enir
Stands. B

Balloons — Concession Stands . Art Show,
11:00 AM. PARADE oN MAIN STREET .

Master of Ceremonies — Mr. James (Onc) Forman,  wely
known dignitaries from across the siate wiy be judges,
1:00 P.M. BABY CONTEST FINALS
12:00-3:00 P.M, BARBECUE AT THE LAKE

Plates - Sandwiches — By The Poung — Canoe Rides on the
Lake — Buggy ang Wagon Rides around town .. Checker Zames
to determine champion — Horse shge contest — Jailops may fing
gentlemen’ who are not attired witp beards, Mustaches, or side
burss — Clowns will entertain the crowd _ Performing on the
review stand wij] be Mr. Mashbury at the organ ang Mrs. Jones
at the piang — Barhcr—Shop singers — Local talent iy Variety
Show., s

“The History of Springvitle” 150 years,
A souvenir book that js interestingly and cleverly written by Mrs,
Ralph Windham,
77:30-10:00 P.M. FOOTBALL STADIUM

Square Dance for all Ages.

COUNTRY BOY EDDY ang HIS BAND,



BY FRANK SIKORA, News staff writer
ASHVILLE
In 49 years, or maybe 149 years, there will be
another celebration to honor St. Clair County . . . a
county that is older than the state. And when it is
held, the people taking part will have no difficulty-in
determining who was who during the county’s first 151
years.
-Friday, county officials and local residents
gathered at the gleaming white courthouse in Ashville
{o celebrate the 151st birthday.

Tt was St. Clair’s obs(\rvan(,e in mmunchon with
the ‘State-of Alabama’ s “eelebration of its - 150th
blrthday

- OLD-TIMERS RECOGNIZED
“ve -« From front, Gibson; Forman and Davis

St.’C lair

With ceremony,

County celeb

“WE WERE looking for some ways to make this

day stand out,” said Probate Judge Hoyt Hamilton,

“and be more than a one- day event that would soon
be forgotten.”

’l‘he roster of all persons holding office from the
county’s beginning was one way. The roster will be
affixed to the Ashville courthouse plus the one in Pell
City, Hamilton said.

Secondly, those men who held office for more than
16 years were presented plagues. ‘And there were
some who had been here way back when - like M. W.
Forman, probate Judge, Tra Davis, board of educa-
tion, sheriff’q representative and judge of inferior
court; Roy Gibson, saperintendent of education, and
Alse W. Scott, tax collector.

ST. CLAIR: OLDER THAN STATE
L. Cﬂunty celebrates 151st birthday




1sic, pretty girls

wtes fruitful

Judge Hamilton isn’t exactly 2 green horn, either,

It 'was a fine ceremony, with music and pretty girls
adding a light touch to the historic implications.

GUEST SPEAKER U. S. Rep. Bill Nichols of
Sylacauga grinned and told the crowd, “T've heen
reading about you in the W ashington papers.”

However, his address dealt with the buildi;xgﬁéf ~

the county through the years rather than the current
issues involving a Black Muslir operation.

He recounted  the ‘years when farmers would
struggle to travel in wintertime from Pell City to
Ashville. |
 Roads are no longer a problem, he said, hut
‘added that the pioneer spirit and determination of the

Tues., Dee. 2, 1969 The Biemingham News —27

first settlers continues to be reflected in the citizens
living in the county today.

THERE: WAS a belle from each of the towns in
the county, and two of them, Lynn Purdy of Pell City
and  Charlotte . O’Donnell of Ashville, gave brief
histories of their home towns. ;

Other officials honored at the event included
Frank B. Embry, representative, circuit solicitor and
circuit judge, and E. A. Borders, Board of Education.

Meanwhile, there are still a few Alabama Sesqui
events planned around the state. =

For instance, on Dec. 13, the freshinen class at
Locust Fork High School will present that communi-
tv’s salute, and several other cities -and towns have
late-in-the-year events planned.
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AS HISTORY SHOWS

Tourist follows Indian’s

lead to St. Clair forests

BY VINCE GIRRANTANO, News staff writer

While” there is no official, accurate history—as
such—of St. Clair County, historical society chap-
ters, librarians, and interested individuals have pa-
tiently gathered state, county courthouse, and other
records, compiled them in volume form, and pre-
served them on library shelves.

.~ Other tyro historians have branched out into
native lore, providing the more narrative type ac-

“counts of the evolution of the county, not to be found
in official records, but nonetheless important to the
story of its growth. L '

Though gleaned mainly trom memorabilia writ-
ten by residents of the -early eras, and by word of
mouth (again from personal memory) perhaps the
best chronicle of the evolution of St. Clair from an
Indian territory to county status is the “History of
$t. Clair County, Alabama.” '

' 'This work is the compilation of a scries of news-
paper articles written for The Ashville Aegis by its
19th Century publisher, W, H. Cather.

; From these official records, and unofficial, but
authentic accounts, so carefully reproduced and
preserved by conscientious librarians and other pre-
servers of heritage for posterity, the story of St.

e tlin febamnntad wacasrchor—haocing

AL}
FISHING, OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES GROW
.. . Important to 8t. Clair County

A SMALL mountain range; known now as Back-
hone ‘Mountain, which divides the county’s northern
and :southern regions made it difficult in those early
days for. people in the southeastern portion to get
to the courthouse.

On November 6, 1901, an election was held to
locate a courthouse on the South side of Backbone

‘Mountain with Pell City, Eden, Coal City and River-

side entering into competition. Pell City won by

Anes ikl

ORI SRS 5 T




to unfold.

ST. CLAIR 1S ONE of the “territorial” counties
carved out of what was (prior to its settlement start-
ing around 1815 by whites) a vast area of lush forest
lands abounding in game, fish, and edible fruits
and vegetation. ‘

The “Illinois Territory,” claimed by the British
because of treaties with France and Spain as one of
its possessions, extended roughly from what is now
Ulinois, east to the Carolinas, south to Mississippi,
and southeast to Florida. . '

fis inhabitants -— in what is now Alabama —
were the Indians of four great tribes, principaily the
Muscogee. The others were the Choctuw, Chickasaw
and Cherokee. :

The Muscogee. because of the many beautiful
streams flowing through the territery in which they
lived, later became known as the “Creek” Indians.

THE COUNTY was named after a Gen. Arthur
St. Clair, a Scott who came to America as a British
Army officer, and who later settled and died in
Pennsylvania..
" At the time of its formation it was part of the
“Mississippl ‘Territory,” a division of the Ilincis
territory lzter claimed by Georgia — eventually ceded
by that state to the federal government of the United
States -= which now forms the states of Mississippi
and Alabama, :
~Until the close of the Creek Indian wars (toward
the end of 1815} there were very few white gettlers in
the north districts of Alabama, and that portion that
includes St: Clair was heavily populated by Indians.
Alier the wars with establishment of the Alabama
Territory. pa Shelby  County became St. Clair
County by  an acL ol the General Agserably of the
"Territory of Alabamain November, 1818.
C ,}.‘hdlx_idian:ﬁown of Cataula, renamed Ashville—
for John Ash, its first white settler — became the
eonntv sent

In 19UZ, The DIALE LIERISIALULIT LiTawu LTy wwusey
judicial divisions, and a second courthouse was built
in Pell City that year.

Citizens in the northern portion challenged the
constitutionality of having two sets of court in one
county, and the State Legislature abolished the court
in 1905. The Supreme Court upheld the decision.

BUT THE PREOPLE of south 8t. Clair, wearied by
hardships encountered, continued their campaign for
a hranch courthouse.

Dockets were so crowded that people from the
South were often forced to make the trip to. Ashviile
for several terms of court before. their cases were
finally heard.

Going hy train {o avoid the trek over the moun-
tain, meant a tedious trip by way of Birmingham
and Whitney to Ashville. ’

In 1906 -John W. Moore, of Pell City, announced
his candidacy for the State Legislature. He and a
candidate for the State Senate from Attalla cam-
paigned on a promise to vote to have the State
Constitution amended.so that the Branch Court at
Pell City would be declared legal. )

" They were elected, and in the legislative session

of January, 1907 the Constitution was so amended.

WITH AN ECONOMY based on corn,‘ cotton,

coal and iron, St. Clair County’s population grew from

4,166 in 1820 to a total expected to reach approximate-

1y 27,500 by the end of this year.

Coal and iron industrial ‘activity have come to a

‘ halt, but the county is still largely agricultural and—
situated as it is in the heart of the Mountain Lakes

Region — récreation and outdoor dctivitics are ex-

~pected to fill thevoid, "

' Its wmajor industries today include the Avondale
Mills, Pell City; Valk Manufacturing Co. of Pell City,
producers of the Valk snow plow, grader blades, and
cutting edges; Ragland Brick Co, and the National
Ceoment Ow., both in Ragland. :
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Elected officials from the be-
ginning of the county’s organiza-
tion until the present time will
be  honored -at a special cere-

mony at - Ashville Friday - af-"

ternocn. ‘The program will get
started at 2 p..m.-at the court-
house. - - : S

This will be in connection with
the commemoration of the :150th
anniversary of the State of Ala-
pama, but for St Clair it will
be 150 years plus one, since
st. Clair was organized in 1818
one year before Alahama was
admitted to the Union.

. Feature of .the program;will'

be the unveiling of a roster con-

{aining the names of ‘county of="

ficials -from  the first one ‘until
the present day. o

Probate Judge Hoyt Hamilton
will .be master of ceremonies.

[

sent
- Awards to those officials who

Others on the program commit-
tee are County Commissioners
E. E. Bel, H N. Mize, J. B.
Walters, J. E. Ingram, H. L.
Eubanks and Mis Irene Hodges.
Edwin ‘Holladay, Pell City law-
yer -and -St. “Clair Representa-
tive in the Legislature, will re-
cognize public officials and pre-
Meritorious ‘Leadership

havé" served 16 years or more.
Congressman Bill Nichols will
be the main speaker. He will
be introduced by Edmund Blair.
Mrs. Mattie Lou Crow, will

speak on the history of Ft. St-

rother. Miss Charlotte 0’Don-

nell, Ashville sesqui-belle, will
present a historical statement

on St. Clair county and Miss.

Lynn ‘Em‘ﬂy,‘ Pell City, sesqui-
belle, ‘will speak on the history

of Pell City.

Elected officials who have-ser-
ved the county 16 years or more
will be  presented Leadership
Awards for Outsanding contri-
hutions &  Meritorious service.
They -are M. W. Forman, Pro-
bate Judge, Ira Davis, Board of
Education, ~Sheriff, Representa-
tive and Judge of Inferior Court,
Roy Giibson, superintendent of
Education, Alse W. Scott, Tax
Collector,. Hoyt B. Hamilton,
Tax Assessor, Judge of ~1?mbate,
Frank B. Embry, Representa- -
tive, Circuit Solicitor, Circuit
Judge. E. A. Borders, Board of
Education. =~ o

Rev. Dan Kilgore, President
of St. Clair. County Ministerial
Association; ‘will give the invo- -
cation. Jack Dollar. Pell City
high - school ‘will sing the ‘Natio-
nal Anthem.
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jonored

All,electedr officials who have
ever served St Clair county
from the time of the formation
of the county in 1818 until the
present day will have their
names inscribed on a per-
manent roster and placed in
the permanent records of the
county at a ceremony at. the
Ashville courthouse on Friday,
November 28

The  program will get started
at 2 pm..

The program will be .a part
of Alabama’s -Sesqui-centennial
ce]eblatlon ag-well as o ~cele-
‘blamon”of, St. Claxr 151st-ann-
lversaxy as a county

Murs, Mattic Lou Crow, Ash-
ville, 8t.. Clair’s wumofficial his.
torian, will present a short his.
tory of Ft. Strother. Miss Char-
lotte O’Dmmell “Ashville’s Ses-
qui-centennial queen will talk
on the !ustory of St. Clair cou-
nty and Miss Lymz Purdy, Peli
City’s Sesqux-centemnal queen
will talk on the lustory of Ala-
bama, :

Bill Nichols, Congressman
from the Fourth Alabama Dis-
trict, will be the principal spe-
aker on the program.

All public officials of the co-
unty who- have - served 16 or
more years in an official cap-
acity .will be .presented with
meritorious awards. Edwin Hol-
laday, Pell City lawyer and
member of the legislature from
St. Clair will present the a-
wards,

Probate Judge Hoyt Hamil
ton  wil be Master of Ceremon
ies. Rev. Dan Kilgroe, Presid
ent St. Clair Ministerial Assoc:
iation will give the ‘Association,




THURSDAY DEC., 4th 1969

At a program at the Ashville courthouse last Friday
St. Clair county residents and officials celebrated 150
years plus-1 of county organization. :
All elected officials of the county from the beginning
in 1818 until the present day were honored by having
their names inscribed on a plaque, one of which was
placed in the courthouse at Ashville, another in the

courthouse at Pell City.

In addition a number of coun-
ty officials who served the coun-
ty 16 years or more were pre-
sented awards. for outstanding
leadership and meritoius ser-
vice,

They are M. W. Forman, Pro-
bate Judge, Ira Davis, Board of
Education, Sheriff, Rrepresenta-
tive and Judge of Inferior Court,
Roy Gibson, . superintedent of
Education, Alse W. Scott, Tax
Collector, Hoyt. B. Hamilton,
Tax Assessor, Judge of Probate,
Frank B. Embry,  Representa-
tive, - Cireuit = Solicitor, - Circuit
Judge, E. A: Borders, Board of
Education. ‘

Congressmafl Bill Nichols was ’

the main speaker. The congress-
man talked briefly of conditions
in~ Washington, congratulated

county officials on the type of
program (hey put on at the
meeting. Nichols is serving his

" second term in the United Sta-

tes Congress, will be a candi-
date for a 3d term next year.

Mrs. . Mattie -Lou Crow read
a paper on the history of Ft.
Strother and - ‘Miss  Charlotte
O'Donnell, -Ashville Sesqui-Cen-
tennial Belle; read a brief his-
tory of St. Clair County and Miss
Lynn Purdy, Pell City Sesqui
Belle, ‘tead a brief history of
Pell City.

‘Probate Judge Hoyt Hamilton

wasmasber of ceremonies. He
was assisted in organizing -the

program by Commissiorers S. E.
Bell, H. N. Mize, J. B. Walters
and J. E. Ingram.



