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s SEPRAINOGVILLE

Sorihgville, cnce called Zig spriass, is cnecf the older

settdements in 3t, Clair County. Belore the certing d the rail-
y £
ros4l, citizens of thls srcas carricd oroduce by wagscn trein as
4 ; e
Tarsass Tuscaloosa and HYemopolis.,
: (,944?)
1 - - . - SR Y B 1 . 2
The railroad was built sbout 1670, lerzely by Chinese and
Negro lavob. Labot and life were cheap., 4n epnidemic of cholera
oroke out, taking many lives sand threstening the whole enter-
prise. lisny workers were
Fr. Lewls Herring ssve seven acres of land to the rail-
road to get the devot placed near his land,

b 1 o
4

The community however, hsd deeveloped before the coning of
the reilrodd. Avout 1835 Dr, Osborn built & saw mill, Two
hotels were estadlished. 4 flour mill flourished., Fifteen
or twenty families came from -cuth alaovama, Twoylarge tan
yards were bullt., One of these had thirty or forty vats filled
by 2 lerge wheel which used tin cans tc pick up the water fros:
the branch that flowed through the town, &t these tan verds
1t toock about a year to tan a hide,

The tenyerd was an imporanf incustry, 'or nearly sll shoes
#were mude end sewed by hand. liar. liept 411 ison bcught the rfirst

machine for sewing Ifer—sewing shoes avout 1875. Zefore then

Ca

every grocery store had an asszortment of wooden pegs to use in

e}

egging on soles. A peg had to be driven all the way in one

-

ck. Common pegred snoes were made for #L.50. Sewedshoes

=
[=n



3

asde [or

icre

o

’

The town as incorporated sround 13850. Included in the
businesses were two Zar-rooms and s tea oin alley. & netition
was sent to the lesisleture to hve the bar-rooms taken oub.
They were removed under e ruling thst liquor could not be
scld within a @ le of a school. However, a log house wss ou 1t
de

cutside the mile limit for & bar room. Another petition had the

bar-room removed from the county,

o}

in
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in the birmingham 4Age Hersal

An article avpesrin

J

Mey 19L9 zives an esrlier dste of incornoration, quote:
"llecords indicaste that Springville, wss on incornoration in

1216, Mot long sfter a nuge hardwzre store was built. The

Springville Hardware building is ss:d to be the first brick
store buillding ever built in 3t. Clair County. The present

ovmer (1958) and son, ., 1. wWoodall ass becem carrying on since

Ik B

the first nost office wss established aa Thomascn's Store

e

1wnged to rink Hill on

on Jenuary 20, 1833. The nsme was ¢

o

Nevember 19, 1833, On December 22, 1834 the name was chansed

.

i General Services Naticnzgl archives znd

s{ecords snd Service, washington, D. ¢, ( This record was
lent to Mw, W, G, Sutton oy Mr. a, L, Bradford of Spring-

ville,)

(K8}
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aptist caurcn, xacwn ss mount sion Caurch wss orzenized

s
vy

March 22, 1817. There were nine charter members: Joseonh and
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This Zaptist church stcod on the hill ncar thne ceuetery.
The Baptists shered thelir building with the ketnodists until

an anncuncement wss made that on a certain Sundsy the bishop

. 3 N . L A . s I T R A I o
vould be present, end would at that time vantire any In.ants of
T JERN e - . . min T 4 3 Y S P —1 e Y LN TV N T
s<iethodlists rzarents., The Daptists J¢lt that such a ceremony

snculd net talke wlsce in thelr church., The wetnoslsts with-
drew cna built & church on the nill ncsrp the tig spriacs.

T o e v A e S PR ~ . * - de T i E e v .
The ovregscent oullding occupled by bac wanbists was erected

The following notaticns were tsken from the ninutes of the

records of tnis Bapntist churca. They were cenled by Martha

Lawrence Terry from minutes in the nossess’on of lir, L. L. Terry
end were destroyed whem the Terry home durned.)

April Yerm 1021

Received Brother James, & black man, by letter,

July term 1821

Zhe crurch nrocede to say in what ménner 2 nssmoer should De

delt with Jor neglect to £ill nis seat in She church laid cver &

The K . ~1 ~ o~
The il &any male member nezlects fo ©ill
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deceived o Lxperience Lottie, a black woman,

Auzust term 1832

Recelived oy Zxnerience, Sook & clack woman.

The Church snncinted brethren S. Slytne, J., Tacmascn and

' »

“m ;11 to obisin 5 soot of cround to ouild & mesating house

cn che The. €. Zrsdford and meke ro-ort to next meating,

. . - ~
anril Term 122

The Srethren sonointed se kir. Bradford rencrt 1t caon ve n=d.
The stme Zrethren anpointed to chcose the slace, .i~recd tlhiot

The lount Zion Church asree to move ther seet of desinlin to
the big svring so soon as the house is Iinished.

Feb, Term 152¢

appointed orethering lelton to site sister Meiillisn to meat

[N
o
3

(i

to answer tc some reworts circulating aceinst her for nmskir

~ook uprwister icilillian's case znd after -ue lsvorius deing
Sgiten she took her sest,
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fook upn sister Leliillian's csse and nés cotginine sz

the orethiering, Heferences called
M gna TN 3 ; ] 5 P . Y EE . -
for and the subject of enlerping the nceting cuse tsoken us and

agree to add 20 ft, to the end.
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¢S5 1lbs. work 52.00
2 bu. meel 1,00

30 bu. coctton seed ,3.0

Scrme nice beef +1.50

S bu. corn 2178
1 ham cof wmest 15

31 1lus,. of _ard &, 17
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Soring rrestyterisn Church wes crosni-ed Cetobsr 26, 1872.
4s nistory hes 1t, snd as lar ss we xnow, there wes only cne
aurch bullding in Qpringﬁille, Alsoezma in 1c72, end this
was the present oepbist buillding. In this veasr 1072, there
wes neld a sreat rel

meeting. Yor pecovle came from fsr gnd nsar br way of warson,

ourgy, oxcart, and horse beck. Scon &fter this mecting there
was corenized a Cumberland Fresbyterian viurch with 36 members.

This church was orjzanized Uctober 20, 1872 by the
deverend T, 2. Ta¥lor and Rev., Thonas facCluney. Thcmas LcCluney

wes tuc first pastor. The first officers were:

“lder &, W, Joodalyy 3. I, McClenden:ii, M. Malghum; V. W. FPerkins
J. 3 . Rankin, Deacons: T. . Truss, forest Pearson.

grcel of land deeded

5]

On deecemoer 2G, 1372, there wes s

o]

to the Fresorterian church by Lk, L. . nerring for the consid-

erstion of 125, The »rescnt churcl zouse and manse are located

cn thals lend, we de not .now the date the church was puilt, but
1t was DLetwecen 1872 snd 1879. The original
manse wags bullt in 1069 and rebuilt in 1326, There were 23k
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oyterian Church was supposed to
be dissolved, but several of thelr congregza¥ions held to their

beliefs and propsrty and there sre ot present juite a n.mber
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egnnessee,

The members of thne 3prinaville vihurch were wncecided ss te



they hsd di:
13. 1907 they celled their first Southern Yresoyterisan preacher,

ev. E. Z, Patterson from C¢
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In 1671 the onl'v church building in Springville w s owned oy
the Baptists., Thlis buildins was locsted on a hill near the
cemetery, back of the Wilscn home ( now tne wnlace owned 07y

sir. 5. C. Toombs) The building was smsll, and wes used for church

services and for the school. It wss made of logs and was used

8

- . P . . U T .
10r wership Dy three denominations, Zsvntists, wetaccists, and
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In 1671, Q. 7, Hountsin, a2 Methodist minister, held 2 revival

.

rzt tethodigt m'nister. Jhile he was here the hethodists

O

were crganized--sglso the Frosbyterisn, bub 21l coatiaued to worsginin

S A Tl
roLloer Lo

-

this sroup, Hr. C. o, illiscn is now the ohnly
living chsrter member.

In 187, oishovn Dsusette conaucted & Gistrict confercnce

for the Nebthodists. DLuring tic cenference scme of the wemocrs

e
e

he

ct

haa r infants vaptized. THe letzodlsts were tiaen asked by

v
“J.

the Baptists fo find another bu lding ia wnich to worsnin., 4

little vand of 12 decided to oduild a chnurch of their own. 3y nelp of

the iascnic lodze =nd the communlty the bu léine was erecrcd on

& nill, nesr the svrians, bLeside shat is now (1253 the former
[ ey oo~ PXUR NS SV S P P Nt DT S ey serey Tn -~ .7 2 I PN K
personsze, 4 9lg two-story oullding was hulled in. The kascaic

e PRE - i} 87 e 2 -
Lcare us<d tae umzvalirs, 7
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at that time( 1C7L) & new wreccrer, ©. &, Jdicholson csnme.
He remzincd-1 yecsr. Terry larreant w-o the Iirst suverintendent
of the Sunuay scheol, liajor Jronisll gncourased ocuying the cr

end taught the Sible Class, legjor Crandall elwsws sat in the
emeén cerner, fHe often msde tslks, always turaing 2is face
the well, nis back to the =uiicnce. Lr. Mart Allison wees the

leader, lir, O, .., 4llison is his son.

cn the younz people. Her horme was the home of

The church wss very strict. A Ladv (krs. wollie Coneling, not
of wr, Lennie Counlsand went to an entertainment snd cenced a
little The fellowing sunisy szhe wes turned out of Lhe church

She Jeoined the Fresb terien Church, out of'ten came to the Letn

Lr ol atanas = .
Li=-s5verst gy, 3, Gregory
» & o Iy Boyd. ouring the

n wocd wes made superintend

imerscn,
tae church

J. :‘1. 1 S [
nt cf the Sundsy School

e

Qoroaltl wore the next superintendents.

1
Liiss Ida allison(irs. Jill Sycrs), Adelaide Crandsll(iliouston's

4 parscnasge, @ ! room nhouse on 2 lot oy the church was
. B an . ~ - ™ N
built avout 1005. The next péstors were S, L, Dob.s and
J. W, #iken.

and
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taught the young cirls to love missicnary work. Then t!
Ladies s:1d Society was orranized., The wmetiodists neld Love

[ {0, N R . . . - . .
feastsian hour of prayer, closed the aoors, served weter and

v
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L, lkoody, a worker with young
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Aabout tn
people becsmepresident of the “pwerth League. Later he
followed Hr., J, I, Galbreath as S. 3, superiatendent. ae
served 50 yeers as superintendent and missed cnly one Sundav.

The old church turned out one sreacher, ir, Prdd Csborne,
Eils first sermon "God ic Love" wsos 8 besutiful sermon, and
was very impressive, iHe later gavé up the m nistry.

Methodists were very devout. Young and old shouted guite

o

weres

-y

NOADNOD cF

~VUHTw o

}ie

iinisters of this perio
we 3 . Andrews

i. I, Jdalston

I. 4. iilton

J. 3. Butts

These m nisters were wnown as "Inizints of the Saddle

Ao}

OO CH O

HiH O

tion under Andrews but was

.

Bags’. The church was a st

W

changed to & circuit., iiinisters were interested in the
spiritual life of the churca.

Frs. 5. .. Henry wos & teacher of the catecaism. ull
children loved and zdored nér. hrs. Onc Ferman(zrandmother

of . ..) worked in tie Methodist Church. She was a woncerrul
vorker in preyer meeting, league choir, and Ladies' 4id alter

the old school Presbyterians discontinued.)

4 mest seloved minister was 3., 2. Lester who came in

<t

1898, He built the »rescnt churci, and the church went
forwaerd under his leadershin. Ladies' aAid zave chicken dinncrs
ice cream sunvers, and ir, Lester ot little jobs for children
s¢ akk chuld »ay for the church.

There were no elsctricity, no naved rcads, no cars; the

Fal

recads were awiu.r in thesec hworse snd dur~y oz- It was with

great clfort and self denial that the church wss built,

9
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The bu lding could not be used until it wes -ad
Co walt 2 year. Then came the dedicetion., DJr., Frank culver

preached the dedicatory sermon. Fusic for the cccassi n:

'y

H. I Crendell was orzenist. The choir: lr. and lirs. C. 4, Allison,

Mrs. George 'fruss, Irs, Onc, I'ormen, b, ', T, Csborn,
#iss aAderlside Crandsll. The stewards were: Dr. J. S. Agh,

I ™

T. &, Hoody Sr., J. . Galbreath, 3. W, henry, B. L. Jones,
and C. W. Alliscn., The theme of Dr. Culverson's sermon was,

"The end of onw thing means the obeginning of another.

m
Lt
)
O

The old church pews were sold to Pleasmt 5il1l Church

The parscnege st this time was valued at +500, the old

building at ,1000. The bell from the old church was moved to

()

the new church.

3ro,., Lester was a2 most devout Carist an., There wss never

e
+

& night too cark or a road too muddy for him to wslk tc see

D

the siclk ond pray with the sad. He would wslk four miles out

|

n the country to pray wiht snd visit She sick.

o

In 1699-1500 the church was oub on tihs Trussville Uircuit,

rst Lpworth League in the state.

-

=N

It had the 1
Rev. S. R, Lester left thls report of his last yesr (1906)
Rev, John 3. Roverson P, =,

S. W. Henry exhorter

B, i. Jones, L, V. Coupland, T. &, tioody Sr., B. M, Hill,

and J. F, Galbreath stewerds.

i, L. Crencell nrasident Znworth Lea~use
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higle & Springville
Rev. J.

Teacher

Scholas

Ist cla

Tuition 47.350

2nd c¢lass 10,00

3rd cless 15.00

lith class 4 20.00

Pisno, melodian, va lating & waxwork elsc taught
Joarding ,7.00 to ¢8.00 per month
L. W, Herrinz, L., B. Clayton, T. 5. Preeman Trustees

#:In August 1879 there appeareed the following notice in

the Southern Aegis:

pringvflle dcademy--a high school for boys and girls

Jao. C¢ Turner 3r.,, Priacipal,

The fifth sessicon of this school will begin September the

firgt 1379. Juring the past two sessions students have bdeen

in sttendance from six counties in ilabama, .3 hich as seventy-
five punils have n o ion., & full hizh
schocl course in saug? n o to »3.50 per
montn, beoard =and - er Mo School books furnished
at publisher's or altl and desirable.

Church facilities excellent., Destitute ornhans taken at helf
nrice. 1ip charzes for lost time or for incidental expcnses.
For full perticulares a»mply fcr annual circular

m ~ T ®

dno. C. Turner 3r, rrinc

e

nal

nformation-a clipping found in liiss liinnie ‘oodall's not

»

.
nformetion given by Mps ab. Crow, ashville-copy of a
e in paper.
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The school which 11334 teem loceted on the hill nssr the
cemetery wes moved donw intc the velley to & building where
the home of Will Jpnes now stands{1953)., The vprincipal wss a
lir. Russell, After tw years et the new location the Methodists

Ilethodists wanted a kethodist
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nrincinal and the rresb-terians weanted 8 Fresbyterian princinal,

The kethodists and DBaptists remained
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h I. J, Hill as priancipal. The rfresbyterisns built 2 school

S0 s , tte
uilding at the §éﬁﬁ%'0

~ »

the present(1953) high scheol with Lir, ussell

L]

by

es principal, There was much rivelry between the two schools.

So jealcus werec pupils of each other that the rreqoy crian zirls

jte}

=4
O

would not let the fiet hodists zirls see their music for tfear they

would leern the same pieces., Young pecple from the tw churches
could not dste each other. & Presoyterisn boy was turned cu? of
the church for dsncing with & lMethodist girl.

Later thc grouns came together at the new ouilding znd

| e

ided more rooms, J. A. G. Levett and Iy W, Hdill were co-priacipals.

Oa

a
The school became 3pringlske College. Divisions in the school weres
Primary, Intermediste, Common S5chcol, High School znd four years
college

This school had a dormitory upstairs cover the chapel where
the boys stayed., The college wzs chsrtered. Included in the
curriculum were: music, art, Letin algebra, geometry, trizomometry,

calculus, and analytical geometry.

¥]

I. W. dill wes an outstanding inglish snd Latin teacher.

Seys iiiss snnie vwalker, "His question on the final wxaminstion

on grammar wesi'lell ell you wnow aoout grammar.'! I zave every

rule in tiae bock, I4 seosrsphy we would heve to 30 to the

12



ooard, draw in eay wep with mcunt:ins, rivers, canisals.”

e

ct

The lirst gradustes Trom the collecc were:

s

Nellie Ferkins(Syers), Betty Formen(3mith), J. 2. Stoval(who

decame & minister), Lizzie Wunnelly (Gramlin)

In the second class were: Annie walker, Zert Jelker,

Fickens Fearscn (who wss very brillisnt snd whe becane a

ccod morals and

o
L

day sfter dianner Dr. Lovett rave lectures on

sentle manners. He wss very 'ine, One of nis Tavorite 3ible

pessages was 'Lift uy your hesd O ye zates.! igny learned to

B oo

him rcad it.!

W

[

gquote the vsalm from hesring

= e}

'There were tow school -a2vers, one by the zirls, one by the

boys. The boys cslled their paper The vismond., The girls read

L

taeirs one day, the boys the next. The zirls were not 2s gzcod as
the boys, and had to have nelp from the vprincinsal,

%ﬁ/ 'Tuition for Seniors was @5 & month, Incidentasls were extra,
Almost every home hzd student bgérders. People were very proud
of the school. 3Soys wore uniforms of olue trimmed in brald and
buttons. They wcre drilled by Walter Crunmp, Girls wore uniforms
of blue suits and blue cavs, Commencement lastecd avout a week.

22,

speaxers, pleys, resdings, music recitals." =

(Bid

There wcre visit ng

nT e

Notes teken from interview with liiss Annle Welker



The building known ss ISpringlske Jollece was destrcyed by
fire. The building was replaced 07 2 nart of what is acw the
ville high Schocl dbuilding., In 1921 a new rock building
was constructed feor the high school. Lster the elementary school

moved to the rock bulldinrs and & new wing edded to the clder

-

bricit building, The hizh schoel was trensferred to the orick.
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SPRINGVILLE— SU CCESS STO RY

Text and Pictures by John Ford

Eight years ago the town of Spring-
ville, in St. Clair County, had nearly
“gone to seed, as the expression goes.”
Nearby coal mines had been worked out
and abandoned. Agricultural income had
dwindled. Sticks and leaves blew about
the doorways of abandoned store build-
ings. Some townspeople commuted to
Birmingham for employment, but many
young people had moved away. Large
numbers of the citizens remaining were
“‘on relief™.

In March of 1962, 2 new community
spirit began to stir. Under local leadership
the Springville Development Corporation
was formed and stock was bought by 129
persons and firms out of a total
population of 822. Twenty-three share-
holders bought stock on the installment
plan, 17 of them paying five dollars per
month for ten months to own a share in
Springville’s future. All of the stock-
holders now have a sense of plant
ownership and pride that accounts for
much of the success Springville has
enjoyed.

Except for the local sawmill, only
two small industries existed in Springville
in 1962. The Crown Binder & Cover
Company, Inc., started in 1961 as a
six-man shop. With Springville Chamber
of Commerce assistance they expanded
and now employ 14 people to produce
book covers and binders for magazines
and catalogues. They have recently leased
additional space for a new silk-screen
process.

In 1962, the Mary Louise Manufac-
turing Company employed ten women
making children’s dresses. With the
Development Corporation’s sponsorship,
the City in 1964 erected a larger building
and leased it to the Mary Louise
Company for its first expansion. Today
they employ SO people.

This started the Town’s industrial
upturn and currently nine diversified, —
small but growing-industries enrich
Springville. They employ 584 people,
well balanced between men and women,
who have a combined income in excess of
$2 million per year.

In 1963, the National Cabinet Corpo-
ration located in Springville to make
various types of metal cabinets and stamp
metal components for other cabinet
makers. Since that time it has had three
expansions and are planning another. Of
the 141 employees, 67 percent were once
on the County’s relief rolls. The company
has always qualified for purchasing
discounts and buys 80 percent of its
materials from Alabama sources. It
received direct financing from the Small

Springville’s Industrial Park is ideally located between U. S. Highway 11, at the
bottom of the picture, and the Alabama Great Southern Railroad. Shown at top is
Interstate Highway 59 connecting Birmingham and Chattanooga.

From left to right are the plants of Godwin Enterprises, American Plastlcs Corpor-
ation and the Birmingham Manufacturing Company.

Business Administration and indirectly
from SBA through the Springville De-
velopment Corporation. The corporation
has been cited by Senator John Sparkman
as “the ideal example of what SBA loans
can do for a community”. National
Cabinet now has 105,000 square feet of
floor space on 6.7 acres in Springville’s
Industrial Park.

Southeastern Enameling Corporation
was established in 1964 to make
enameled steel plumbing fixtures for
household construction and for mobile
homes. It has expanded twice in two
years and plans another expansion for
1971. They employ 62 men and three
women in a 45000 square foot plant,
plus 30,000 square feet of warehouse
space on 5% acres in the Industrial Park.

The Birmingham Manufacturing Com-
pany builds lowboy and special type
trailers for use in transporting heavy
equipment. Its lowboys are used at Cape
Kennedy to move rockets to launching
pads. The market area includes the entire
United States and several foreign areas
including Israel and Arabia. This com-
pany moved from Birmingham in 1966,
expanded in 1969, and now employs 101
men and women in a 46,000 square foot
manufacturing plant, plus 10,000 square
feet of warehouse space for parts and
8,000 square feet of offices on 24 acres
of the Springville Industrial Park. A
108,000 square foot expansion is planned
for the near future which will biing
employment to 300.

The Fairmont Basket Company
moved to Springville in 1967 from
Birmingham. It employs three men and

i

15 women, - making plain and fancy
woven baskets for variety stores and food
chains packaging fruits, meats, and nuts.

The Simmons Lumber Company,
established in 1967, employs 19 menina
plant which will soon be moved to a
larger location.

Godwin Enterprises, Inc., came in
January of 1970 to make molded plastic
items such as ice chests, styrofoam
insulation and packaging materals of
expanded polyethylene. It employs seven
men and has plans for future growth.

The American Plastics Corporation is
a new company started this year to make
extruded plastic pipe of black polye-
thylene for plumbing uses and polyvinyl
chloride for use as sewer pipe. The
present plant, employing 25 people, is to
be expanded to twice its size this year
and reach top production in 1972,

PLEASE
NOTE!

This is the first in a series of "'suc-
cess stories’” in the industrial devel-
opment of Alabama’s communities.
ADO plans to publish similar stories
of economic growth in each future
issue. Copies will be reprinted in
brochure form and made available
to the town concerned for use in
industrial promotion.

Editor




Iy
National Cabinet Corporation

Construction of a new shopping
center has been started by the Springville
Development Corporation consisting of
40,000 sq. ft. of buildings with seven
occupants. Already completed is a medi-
cal clinic and drug store. When this
facility is finished, the old brick buildings
“downtown” will give way to a new
community center and recreation area to

Godwin Enterprises

be developed around the 3 million
gallon-per-day spring which gives the
town its name.

Every step of the way, Springville’s
development has been planned in advance
— to have several small industries rather
than one dominant one; to diversify types
of industries, avoiding peaks and valleys
of employment; to balance jobs for men
with those for women; to develop

f

industrial sites prior to the need; and to
organize financing in all ways available.

The Development Corporation, of
129 stockholders, following the leader-
ship of president Archie Jones and of
Mayor Marcus Pearson, has done wonders
for the Town. Competent direction,
careful planning, and hard work have paid
off in the economic revitalization of
Springyville.
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City of Pell City
1905 FIRST AVENUE NORTH
PELL CITY, ALABAMA 35125
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“was M cus Pearson who was once.

irst one. we probably'

rganization. One of

hea ;busmessmen reachvated the

Chamber of Commerce and -incor-'
L porated it into-the Springville area,
That" was the turnaround .as we
_headed i 1into the 1990°s." .
Some of the projects the chamber -
‘has undertaken are community im- .

provement ‘and beauufxcauon

,;hrstoncal preservatron and Supg
“ting Olde Tymes Day. .

* become a major sponsor for the S
“ingville Youth Assocranon

= the Youth Assocranon
. noted. ’

: ness ‘and- mdusmal membershr
ok peclally ‘conceming. ‘the. Ala

" "Right now the ‘ Chamber

o have 75 members S

unity for towr boun

‘ mayor in Sprmgvrlle in. the 1960 s
©“ . The '1980’s ‘saw the. chamber go :
' through a dormant perrod o
T think the reason we went
through that period was the farlure,
- to atttact. young people
- added. ‘

- One of the goals for 1992 is

" "We just contributed $1,000
Mal‘

;!Other goals in 1992 are. to

Disability Acts, Workers Co
sation and Health Care ‘

Commerce has about 40'member
Martin' said. "Our goal for. ‘1992
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Teacher Appreciation
Day At Springville

A teacher appreciation day,
a project started at the begin~
ning of school last year by the
Parent - Teacher Association,
was culminated this week with
Mayor Ralph Windham acting as
principal in place of B, G. Smith.

Teacher appreciation day was
inaugurated as the result of the
efforts of Mrs. L, R, Windham
who has just concludedher tenure
as president of the PTA. Under
the plan, any teacher who desired
to take at least one day off with:
pay could do so, and a parent
would take her place in the class
room.  Throughout the year,
some  teacher would call a

The A and G S express from
Washington to Birmingham made
an unscheduled stop in Spring-
ville Saturday morning and forty-
eight wide~eyed youngsters
: stepped from the passenger cars.
"~ The boys and girls, many of
whom had never ridden on a
train, weremembers of the music
class of Mrs. Maude Russell of
Attalla. It was Mrs. Russell’s
idea to take her class on such a
trip instead of giving a music
recital. ; '

*1 thought a train ride would
encourage some of the young
people, -especially ‘the boys, to
become interested in music,
Mrs; Russell said.. “Some of
appearing at a recital but a train
ride, well, that's different.*

The class, accompanied by
seven counselors, were met by a
group of Springville residents and
were taken over the main

—~——

the boys are rather bashful about’

parent that she would be off the
next day. The parent then would .
appear in her place.

However, it was just this week
that some of the teachers realized
that they had not taken advantage
of the opportunity, and suddenly
several of them took “French
leave’. The local schools had
their share of parents for the
day. Mayor Windham led the
teaching ‘parents as they acted .

-as tutors, -

- Local, PTA officials term the
project a success as the parents
learned at first hand just what
a teacher goes thru during a_
day’s work,

Children Enjoy Train Rlde

thoroughfare of the town. They
wound up at the ldke where the
chamber of commerce had pre-~
pared a picnic for the youngsters
and their counselors; .

The girls ' and: boys seemed
delighted with their . train ride
and being escorted over the town.
Ope little lady, getting out of the
car driven by Mrs. Ralph Wind-
ham, was heard to boast that
she rode, in the mayor’s car.

Mrs. ‘Russeil, whose husband
is a railroad man, said: she
thoughit the children would enjoy
a train ride since it is becoming
something of a rarity,

She selected Springville as the
first excursion because it was
not far from Attalla and had the
attraction of the lake where the
children could watch the fish and
feed them by hand, o

After attending a movie, the
music class left on the afternoon

train for Attalla,

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

The radio series “‘How
Christian Science Heals®* to
be broadcast over WVOK Sun- -
day at 10 a. m. will. have as-
its subject, *‘Finding - Our-
selves,” '

The TV series, to be tele- -
cast over channel 13 Sunday
at 9:45 a. m. will have as its
subject *‘*How Mental House-~
cleaning Aids in Healing,”

Studies of seaside vegetation
Indicate that . the level of the
ocean has risen about 12 inches
In the last 100 years. RS



BY BOB HAWKINS
“News staff writer

ok SPRINGVILLE

A?.I_,hugé‘: red fireball rose
froni~ “the - wreckage of a
freight train on a warmish
Wedtibsday” afternoon here.
Inated, terrified resi-
dents” watched it rise several
hundred feel in the air,

Tt started down. {hreatening
to bathe this town of 1.000 in
fire,

THEN, MIRACULOUSLY. it
disintegrated into smoke, not
loo far above rooftops.

Fiven s0, the heat set fire to
housetops and lawns over a
four-block area.

Thus started a slege of

in a flood of fla

fright, started when a South-
ern Railway freight derailed,
starting a raging fire.

Former Probate Judge
Ward Forman was having a 2
b.m. lunch with his son,
Madison. His engineer
was to leave today for the hot,
arid oilfields of Saudi Arabia.

MADISON FORMAN was o
become acclimated to the heal
of the Middle Fast hefore
stepping off the jet,

The two went outside when
they first heard the noise and
saw the explosion.

“When the fire starled to-
ward the ground it's the
second time in my life I
thought 1 was a goner,”
Madison Forman, 2z U.S.

son.

Naval Academy  graduate,
said.
Judge Forman stumbled

and fell, but not before the
heat had scorched his back.

RALPH TUCKER and his
wife were delivering The
Birmingham News two blocks
from the explosion.

“It scared my wife Lo death
my car just jumped up
and down,” he said.

Students at the high schoot
were told to load on the huses
immediately by their princi-
pal, Horace Robinson. Those
students who lived in Spring-
ville were ordered to get
aboard too and “go home with
somebody.”

A mild panic erupted at the
school. Fortunately, no one

was ir
evacuat

SEVE
ing on




LUMBER

ired and all were
1 promptly.

AL~ FAMILIES - liv-
he east side of'-the

- . ..Blaze raged throughout afternoon and night, threatening town of Springville

tracks fled on foot into the
hills  with  what belongings
they could carry.

' . Townspeople scattered like
refugees with their town un-

® L
BY BOB HAWKINS
News staff writer

SPRINGVILLE

Springville’s only physician,
Dr. James Burgess, and his
nurse-wife were  horrified
when they returned from a
house call to find their daugh-
ter's coat lying bhurning in
their front yard.

der attack. Some went to the
National Guard armory, oth-
ers simply vanished.

Springville Mayor Marcus
Pearson said his town was not

train  wreck

explosion and
sent them to a Birmingham
hospital for observation.

Mrs. Burgess later showed
what Springville people are
made »of, and became a “fire-
ball” herself, securing quar-
ters, sleeping arrangements
and food for the displaced
who had nowhere to go.

By 7 p.m. Mrs. Burgess had

prepared for such an emer-
gency, hul marveled in the
way peaple cobperated in the

orderly evacuation.

SPILLED FROM TRAIN, CAUGHT FIRE AFTER TANK CAR EXPLODED NEAR GAS STORAGE AREA

“We are extremely gra

for the help we received |
our neighboring towns
providing firemen and ec
ment,” the mayor said.

ing In yarc

wife a scare

looked like a city under siege.
Scores of firemen, state troop-
ers, policemen and sheriff's
officers busied themselves do-
ing whatever they could.

Only Emest Whitley, and
his brother, Fred, who lved
on the main street remained
at home. Fred was very sick
and flat of his back in bed.

Southern Railway provi

food and coffee at the arny

for displaced families
firefighters who had gathe
in anticipation of another 1
gas car that threatened
explode.

Miss Ella Sue Herving &t
ed her tiny Chihuahua puy
‘‘Lady,” underneath her ¢
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PROGRESS EDITION

A tribute to Margaret Forman

BY LEWIS WINDHAM

For those of us who have
lived in St. Clair County all of
our lives, Miss Margaret
Forman of Springville will
always be Temembered as
one of the truely
“grandames” of the county.
In fact, no edition of this
paper dedicated to progress

and changes in this area

would be complete without
recognition of Margaret’s
many contributions.

~ She was born in Springville
on May 5, 1891, daughter of
James -.and Laura Forman
and sister of Grady and M.
Ward Forman (later fo
become Probate Judge of St.
Clair County). She was raised
and educated in Springville
and attended the University
of Alabama where she was
recognized as being a
University beauty and
cheerleader. Never to marry,
she returned to Springville to
assume duties in the Bank of
Springville (then a family
pbusinesas: and soon she
became its Vice-President.
She was an active member of
the Civitan Club, treasurer of
the Chamber of Commerce,
the Presbyterian Sunday
School the Springville
Cemetery Committee and
treasurer and co-organizer of
the Springville Development
Corporation. She was an

officer of Alabama Womens
Bankers and executive
officer of the St. Clair County
Democratic Committee. She
underwrote insurance for
Continental and Servier
Insurance and was 4
correspondent of the St. Clair
News-Aegis. I am certain
there are other positions she
held and organizations she
supported but I am not aware
of all of them. '
Most important and
significant of Margaret’s
endeavours was her untiring
support of the community and
the individuals who make up.
that group. Whenever there
was an event at the
Springville High School she
was there and she took
special interest in knowing-
who's children were taking
part, which ones won and
could tell you everything that
took place from memory in
the next issue of the Aegis.
She had an uncanny memory
for birthdays, to some
people’s dismay, and tried to
visit the ill and shut-ins. Her

. face was seen in almost every

wedding and funeral
gathering in and around

. Springville. She cared.

After loosing her sight to
glaucoma, Margaret died on
April 25, 1979. Her heirs.
include Margaret F.
Windham and Madison Ww.

(See Forman page 17)
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Clair County, she will be

from .$26,000 t
, 0 $128,000; fruits,:
vegetables, nuts, greenhouseu;fisé
néu‘sery sales increased from
?oéizt,oao té) $ltl,675,000 and farm
y products i
$285,000 to $1,169,03§.reased from |

of timber products by forest land

ownership was li _
for 1979, p was listed at $4,222,000

- Forman
(Continued from page 16)
Forman of Springville and
James L. (Onc) Forman of
Birmingham. She had two
great nieces, Beth Windham
and Pam Forman and a great;
nephew, Lewis Windham of|-
Springville. For those of us in|
her family, we will remember,
her fondly as “Auntee’’ and -
for those who knew her in St.|-

remembered as ‘‘Miss
Margaret.” |

Farming

(Continued from page 7.

Total cash receipts from sales

AR




Forman Gathering

s Margaret Forman has been described as a leader in St. Clair dham, Ethel Forman, Mar
y. Above she is pictured with other members of her family. They in- Forman and Frances Riley
from the left, Grady Forman, Judge M. W. Forman, Ralph Win- R

The best is yet to come!

garet Windhz_zm, Margaret Forman, Madison

























In 1951 & group of teashers in this system expressed an interest in
studying the himry of 8t Clair County, It was felt by many of the tea.ahm*s
thaf. the instmtimxal program could 'be enriched and improved through such a
study,

‘During the pm«sahmi conference at Cook's 5pzdnga in August 1951 approxis
mately thirty teachers began developing an mnne of work for the school year,

- The group was composed of prinsipals and teachers, All grades in the syst.em' ‘
‘were repra&anteda- The interest of mpils was enlisted as the school temm opened,

Later soms parents joined in fha study. The project was contimwd for a per:ted
of three years,

'rhe following soumes for i.nfombion were used as the mrk got tmdarw:

‘pioneer family regords, mmws, old 131:«@&*3 and nawpapars, church mim&ea, ,

eax*ly sdiool regords, a:!.d }aad gmnba, fam_em, and cematery mwrém ‘
Approximately one hundred pages have been cmxplated in mimeograph fcsm.

 The material is still in the rough, Tims haa not permitted wm-it-ing and cope
‘reetion cf errors, So mich research had been done that every one was eager to

get the infermation in a form to be pmsemd;

It has been my privilege to wark clesely wi.th those -«m participated in
this project, I kmw something about the efforts put farth, and the amount of
work a.wemp.‘iished«

As superintendent of mmby sahools, I should like to _glve recognition to
those who participated in the preparation of this bulletin,

o«

Roy Gibson, Superintendenh
81:. Glair Ownty Sﬂhwls



The town was incorporated around 1880. Included in the businesses
were two bar-rooms and a ten pin alley. A petition was sent to the
legislature to have the bar-rooms taken out. They were removed under a
ruling that liquor could not be sold within a mile of a school., However,
2 log house was built outside the mile limit for a bar room. Another
petition had the bar-room removed from the county.

An article appearing in the Birmingham Age Herald in May 19L9, gives
an earlier date of incorporation, quote: "Records indieate that Springville,
was an incorporation in 1818. Not long after a huge hardware store was
built. The Springville Hardware building is said to be the first brick
store building ever built in St. Clair Count&. The present owmer (1949)
and son, R. R, Woodall has been carrying on since 1911,"

The first post office was established at Thomason's Store on January
28, 1833. The name was changed to Pink Hill On November 19, 1833. On

December 22, 183l; the name was changed to Springville.

Springville Bapﬁist Church

A Baptist chwrch, known as Mount Zion Church was organized March 22,
1817. There were nine charter members: Joseph and Elizabeth Hill, John
and Rebeccah Mangum, Sarah McCollom, Margaret Riggs, Sion and Sarah Blythe.

This Baptist church stood on the hill near the cemetery. The Baptists
shared their building with the Methodists until an announcement was made
that on a certain Sunday the bishop would be bPresent, and would at shat time
baptize any infants of Methodists parents. The Baptists felt that such a
ceremony should not take place in their church, The Methodists withdrew ard

built a church on the hill near the big springs.

a%

General Services Administration, National Archives and Records and Service,
Washington, D. C. (This record was lent to Mrs. W. E. G. Sutton by Mr, A. L,

Bradford of Springville.)



February Term 1825

The Mount Zion Church agree to move their seat of decipline to the big
spring soon as the house is finished.

February Term 1826

Appointed brethering Melton to site sister MeMillian to meebing to answer
to some reports circulating against her for making use of i1l language.
March Term 1826

Took up Sister McMillian's case and after due laborious being taken she
took her seat.

September Term 1826

Took up sister McMillian's case and not obtaining satisfaction she is
excluded from the fellowhip of the church for a contradiction between her
and some of the brethering., References called for and the subject of

enlarging the meeting house taken up and agree to add 20 ft. to the end.

(An interesting list of materials and their prices is as follows: WMaterial
for the preacher
85 1bs. pork $2.00
2 bu, meal $1,00
30 bu. cotton seed $3.00
Some nice beef $1.50
5 bu, corn $1.75
1 han of meat $.75
31 1bs. of lard $2,17

21 cedar posts $2.50



Springville Methodist Church

In 1871 the only church building in Springville was owned by the
Baptists. This building was located on a hill near the cemetery, back of
the Wilson home (now the place owned by Mr. E. O. Toombs). The building
was small, and was used for church services and for the school. It was
made of logs and was used for worship by three denominations, Baptists,
Methodists, and Presbyterians. (The Baptists had established their church,
Mt. Zion, in 1817.) |

In 1871, R. F. Mountain, a Methodist minister, held a revival. He was
the first Methodist minister, While he was here the Methodists were organized
also the Presbyterian, but all continued to worship in the little log church

for some time, There were only 12 or 1l Methodists. Of this group, Mr.
C. W. Allison is now the only living charter member.

In 187L, Bishop Daugette conducted a district conference for the
Methodists. During the conference some of the members had their infants
baptized. The Methodists were then asked by the Baptists to find another
building in which to worship. A little band of 12 decided to build a
church of their own. By help of the Masonic lodge and the community the
building was erected on a hill, near the springs, beside what is now (1953)
the former parsonage. A big two-story building was hullled in. The
Masonic Lodge used the upstairs. At that time (187L) a new preacher, P, E.
Nicholson came., He remained one year. Terry Tarrant was the first
superintendent of the Sunday School.. Major Crandall encouraged buying the
organ and taught the Bible Class. Major Crandall always sat in the amen
corner. He often made talks, always turning his face to the wall, his back
to the audience. Mr. Mart Allison was the choir leader. Mr, C. W. Allison

is his son.



Ministers of this period were:
1893 W. B. Andrews

1894 R. I. Walston

1895 I. Q Milton

1897 W. E. Butts

These ministers were known as "Knights of the Saddle Bags." The
church was a station under Andrews but was changed to a circuit. Ministers
were interested in the spiritual life of the church.

| Mrs, S. W. Henry was a teacher of the catechism. A1l children loved
and adored her. Mrs. Onc Forman (grandmother of M. W.) worked in the
Methodist Church, She was a wonderful worker in prayer meeting, league
choir, and Ladies' Aid after the old school Presbyterians discontinued.)

A most beloved minister was S. R. Lester who came in 1898, He built
the present church, and the church went forward under his leadership.
Ladies' Aid gave chicken dinners s lce cream suppers, and Mr. Lester got
little jobs for childrén so all could pay for the church,

There were no electricity, no paved roads, nor cars; the roads were
awful in these horse and buggy days. It was with great effort and self
denial that the church was built. The building could not be used until it
was paid for. They had to wait a year. Then came the dedication. Dr,
Frank Culver preached the dedicatory sermon. HMusic for the occasion:

Ho I. Crandall was organist. The choir: Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Allison,

Mrs; George Truss, Mrs. Onc. Fbrman, Mr. F. F, Osborn, Miss Aderlaide.

The stewards were: Dr. J. S. Ash, T. E. Moody Sr., dJ. F, Galbreath,

S. W. Henry, B. L, Jones, and C., W. Aliison. The theme of Dr. Culverson's
sermon was, "The end of one thing means the beginning of another.!

The old éhurch pews were sold to Pleasant Hill Church and are still in use,



10
¥ In August 1879 there appeared the following notice in the Southern
Aegis:

Springville Academy--a high school for boys and girls

Jno. O. Turner Sr., Principal.

The fifth session of this school will begin September the

first 1879. During the past two sessions students have been

in attendance from six counties in Alabama. As high as

seventy-five pupils have been enrolled in one session. A

full high school course is taught. Tuition from $1.50 to

$3.50 per month, board and lodging $8.00 per month. School books

furnihsed at publisher's prices. Locality healthful and desirable.

Church facilities excellent. Destitute orphans taken at

half price. No charges for lost time or for incidental

expenses. For full particulars apply for annual circular.

Jno. O. Turner Sr. Principal

The school which had been located on the hill near the cemetery was
moved down into the valley to a building where the home of Will Jones now
stands (1953). The principal was a Mr. Russell. After two years at the
new location on the Methodists and Presbyterians split. The Methodists
wanted a Methodist principal and the Presbyterians wanted a Presbyterian
principal.

The Methodists and Baptists remained at the school building with
I. W. Hill as principal. The Presbyterians built a school building at
the site of the present (1953) high school with Mr. Russell as principal.
There was much rivalry between the two schools. So jealous were pupils
of each other that the Presbyterian girls would not let the Methodists

girls see their music for fear they would learn the same pieces. Young

people from the two churches could not date each other. A Presbyterian

#*Information given by Mrs. Ab. Crow, Ashville-copy of a notice in paper.
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'Tuition for seniors was $5 a month. Incidentals were extra. Almost
every home had student boarders. Peéple were very proud of the school.
Boys wore uniforms of blue trimmed in braid and buttons. They were drilled
by Walter Crump. Girls wore uniforms of blue suits and blue caps. Com~
mencement lasted about a week. There were visiting speakers, plays, read-
ings, music fecitals."*

.The building known as Springlake College was destroyed by fire. The
building was replaced by a part of what is now the Springville High School
building . In 1921 a new rock building was constructed for the high school.
Later the elementary school was moved to the rock building and a new wing
added to the older brick building. The high school was transferred to the
brick building (now in use). In 1948 the lunch room was built, and in 1952

a wing of three rooms and a library was added.

*Notes taken from interview with Miss Annie Walker
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ACTION PLAN WILL BE

Alabama’s local, county, and regional
planners will soon have a standard means
of planning for development, according
to the terms of a contract recently signed
by the State and the Battelle Institute’s
Columbus Laboratories. Titled “An
Action Plan for an Alabama Community
Development System,” the program’s
overall objective is to design and test a
system that can be implemented at each
level of planning throughout the State. It
will be managed through the Alabama
Development Office to further ADO’s
mission of promoting the human, eco-
nomic, and physical resources of the
State.

J. E. Mitcheil, Jr., ADO Director,
said, “This plan will serve as a tool for all
planners in the State to inventory their
resources, identify their needs, set real-
istic goals, and measure progress in
comparison with other communities.

Additionally, the plan will provide
regional and State planning offices with a
continuous flow of information on
development programs at county and
municipal levels.”

The Action Plan will strive to meet
the requirements of all Federal assistance
programs and will assist planners to
accomplish the following:

Establish goals and objectives through
citizen participation and involve agencies,
local interest groups, and individuals.

Conduct inventories to determine
current status and potential resources in
functional areas such as education,
housing, transportation, etc.

Identify needs and desires based on
inventories and set priorities for each
participating county, region, and munici-
pality .

Measure progress in reaching the
objectives and comparing performance
with similar communities.

Develop a program evaluation system
and feedback mechanism for ADO and all
participants.

Director Mitchell emphasized that
preparing and implementing the Plan will
be a team effort requiring the participa-
tion of many other State agencies and

STATE PLANNERS T0 GET COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AID:
DESIGNED BY ADO AND BATTELLE

& ooy
E:
i

ADO Director J. E, Mitchell, Jr., {L) is shown signing the contract for design of an
Alabama Community Development System with Richard A, Forster of Battelle

Memorial Institute,

individuals. John A. Rogers, Deputy
Director for Planning will coordinate
other agency inputs.

The contract between ADO and
Battelle Memorial Institute was facilitated
by approval of a grant from the U. S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development under Title IX of the
Demonstration Cities and Metropolitan
Development Act of 1966. Richard A.
Forster, head of the Battelle-Montgomery
office, and coordinator for the Action
Plan stated, “Our organization is pleased
to work with the ADO in this far-reaching
endeavor and believe it will be of great

significance to State development. My
colleagues, Richard Davis and David
Sweet, regional economists in our Colurn-
bus Laboratories, agree with me that
Battelle’s function is to augment the
ADO staff in preparing a program of
statewide importance.”

The Battelle Institute has had offices
in Alabama for the past several years at
Huntsville and Montgomery .

An_additional aspect of the Action
Plan of State interest is that Alabanu's
program will likely serve as the prototype
of community development svstems tor
other states.



OEVELOPING ALABAMA

HUNTSVILLE'S MODEL CITIES
PROGRAM has been approved for
$1,969,000 in funds for its second year
program. Notice of the grant from the
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) was received by
ADO on June 11. This action will enable
the Madison County metropolis to
implement phase two of their S-year
comprehensive Model Cities plan. The
contract includes approval of 13 new
projects — mostly in education and social
service problem areas — and continuation
of 19 projects and activities initiated in
the first phase of the program. HUD
grants to Huntsville since 1967 for this
program total more than $4 million.

A $1 MILLION GRAIN ELEVATOR
will be built at the State Dock on the
Chattahoochee River at Columbia accord-
ing to a recent announcement from Gov-
ernor Brewer’s Office. With an initial
capacity of 136,400 bushels, the elevator
may be expanded to meet future de-
mands for increased production of soy-
beans, corn and wheat in Southeastern
Alabama.

BIRMINGHAM'S VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES were
broadened with the announcement from
the Governor’s Office in May that
$884,800 was approvedin grants from the
Appalachian Regional Commission to
construct a new Parker Area Vocational
High School. The facility will provide
training for nearly 800 students and
adults in learning skills related to the
present and projected job market in the
Birmingham area.

A YOUTH OPPORTUNITY DEVEL-
OPMENT PROGRAM for the State was
initiated on June 11 through approval of
a 334800 grant to ADO by the
Department of Housing and Urban
Development. The project’s purpose is to
develop and coordinate a comprehensive
yearround youth employment program
involving all public-private agencies deal-
ing with job development, placement and
counseling.

A $250,000 GRANT from the Appa-
lachian Regional Commission will assist
the University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa
to construct a new Biological Science
Building on campus. The 4story building
will comprise 90,086 square feet of floor
space and will replace a 50 year old
structure now being used, as well as a
“temporary” building in use since World
War I1. Total cost of the project is §4
million and includes funds from ARC,
Title I of The Higher Education Facilities
Act, and the University.

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
GRANTS have been made to the mayors
of Birmingham, Huntsville, Mobile and

{Con't. to page 6, col. 3}

EASON TO OPEN

TOMATO PACKING S

l‘f

The Chandler Mountain Tomato Growers Association packing shed is pictured ready
for the 24-hour-per-day operation expected to run from mid-July until about
mid-November. With favorable weather, an estimated 10,000 tons of tomatoes will be
packed this year. The Association is anticipating expanded tomato production, starting
this year, as a result of the construction of 11 new lakes and spray-water ponds for
irrigation purposes. Additionally, a new dam will be built this year to provide some 150
acres of irrigation water for 15-18 farms. These projects have been developed under the
Appalachian Conservation Program in conjunction with agencies of the U. §.
Department of Agriculture.

The Chandler Mountain packing shed is located in St. Clair County between
Birmingham and Gadsden. It serves approximately 70 families growing some 3,000 acres
of tomatoes. The facility was completed in 1969 at a cost of $200,000.

ALABAMA INVENTIONS

A pecan gatherer, an automatic stock-waterer, and a ground-meat patty press shown
above are among the inventions of John Robinson of Foley and are manufactured and
marketed by the Robinson Company, Inc., plant at Summerdale. .The items were
patented with the assistance of ADO’s Invention and Innovation Section.

The plastic press provides uniform patties of ground-meats and potatoes that are
corrugated to improve cooking and retain natural juices. The pecan gatherer greatly
facilitates and accelerates the seasonal harvest of nuts. The livestock waterer, primarily
for horses, cattle and pigs, allows animals to obtain fresh water by themselves through
use of the automatic on-off valves.

Robinson’s inventions have contributed materially to small — industry development
in Baldwin County.



THURSDAY, DEC, 8, 1960

lewsg~heglis

SPRINGVILLE SCHOOLS

Springville Schools have .a
long and interesting history
dating back over a hundred
years.

The first.school was held in
a oneroom building located
above the lake, near the cem-
etery.

In January 1861 an adver-
tisement run in the “St. Clair
Diamond” listed the school as
“Male and Female Academy
Springville”. In 1879 a notice
in “Southern Aegis” called ihe
school “Springville Academy”
—a high school for boys and
girls.

At one time the Methodists
and Baptists operated a school
with Mr. I. W. Hill principal.
The Presbyterians built a
school building at the sight of
the present high school with
‘Mr. Russell prmc1pal There
was much rivalry between the
two schools.

Later the groups came to-
gether, added more rooms to
the Preshbyterian school, and
used Mr. J. A. G. Lovett and
Mr. I W. Hill as Co-principals.
This school became Springlake
College. It was a chartered
college with the following di.
visions: Primary Intermediate
Common School, High School
and four years college. In-
_cluded'in the curriculum were:
musie, art, Latin, algebra, geo-
metry, trigonometry, caleulus,
and analytrieal geometry.

Boys wore uniforms of blue
trimmed in braid and buttons.

Sixth Grade. B. S. Alabama

College. Member of: N. E. A,

AEA,CT A,P. T A.
Mrs. Nina A. Crandall - - .

First grade. A. B, Howard Col--

lege - - also attended Alabama
College. Member of: N. E. A.,
AEACTA,P.T A.

Mrs. Mattie Lou League
Crow — Library, English 8. S.
Jacksonville. M. A. University
of Alabama - - also attended
Alabama College, Membei of:
N. E. A, A. E. A, National
Library As: ocxauon, Alabama
Library Association, ‘Com-
mittee Selection of Professio-
nal Books. :

Mrs. Jacqueline E. Jones - -
Physical Educatmn B. 8.

- Jacksonville. M. A. Umversxty

Girls wore uniforms of blue -

suits and blue caps. .
The  Springlake . College
~ building was destroyed by fire
and was replaced by a_part. of
what is now the Springville
High School building.
In 1921 a new rock build-
- ing was constructed for the
lugh school Latar the ele-
mentary school was moved to
the rock building and a new
. wing and auditorium were add.
ed to the old bmldmg The
high school was transferred to
the building now in use.
In 1948 the lunch room was
built, in 1952 a wmg ‘was add-
" ed, to the high school build-

of Alabama."Member of: 'N. E.

A,AE A,P.T. A, CTA.

Mrs. - Martha Bu.hford Me-

Clendon - - Fifth grade. B. S.
Howard College.  Graduate
work Birmingham Southern.
Member of: N. E. A, A. E. A,
C. T. A, P. T. A, Defense
Committee N, E. A.

Miss Nancy McQuary - - -
Business Education. B. S. Miss-
issippi Southern - - also attend-
ed Itawamba Jr. College. Mem.
ber of: N. E. A, A. E. A, C.
T. A. P. T. A,

Mrs. Juanita Johnston ’VIc
Vay - - Voeational Home Ec-

T.A., English Teachers Asso-
ciation.

Mr. James C. Streetman, B.
S. Birmingham Southern. Mcm-
ber of: N.E.A., AEA, P.T.A,

. Chairman, athletic committee.

‘Mrs, Evelyn B. Sutton . . .
Third Grade; A. B. Hunting-
don; Graduate work Universi-
ty of Alabama; also-attended
Troy State Teachers College.
Member of: NE.A., AEA, C.
T.A.,, PT.A, DX.G, Commit-
tee, . Teacher Education and
Professional Standards, 2nd
Vice President D.K.G. ~
- Mrs. QOdette T. Waldrop . . . -
Spanish, Mathematics; A. B.

‘Huntingdon. Member of: N.E. |

A, AEA, CTA, PTA, D.-
K.G., American Association of
Spanish Teachers.

Mrs. Maud S. Walker . .Ele-
mentary Head Teacher and’
Third Grade; B.S. Howard Col- |
lege; also - attended Jackson-.
ville State Teachers College.
Member of: NEA., CTA.,

"P.T'A., DKG. Public Rela-

ions Committee for C.T.A.
Mrs. Helen Walker . . B. 8.
University of Alabama; also
attended Huntingdon, Member
of: NEA., AEA, PTA,
Mrs. Frances S. Windham . .

- Fourth Grade; A. B. University

of Alabama. Member of: N.E.
A, AEA, PTA, CTA. .

onomies. B. 8. Auburn. Mem.

ber of: N. E: A, A. E. A, C.

T. A, P. T. A, American]|

Home Economices  Associalon,
Business and Professional Wo-

men’s Club, American Associa. |’

ion of Universiy Women, Ad-

visor for Future Homemakers |

Association. 5
Mr. Harold Manley - . Coach
- - Science. B. 8. University

" of Alabama. M. A. University

of Alabama - . also attended
the University of Georgia.
Member of: A..E. A, N. E. A,
C.T.A,P.T. A, -

Mrs. Helen -A. Moody - - Se- :

cond grade. A. B. Howard Col.
lege -
College,
ern. Member of: N. E. A, A.
E A, CTA, PTA.

Mr. Joe W, Roberts. . Hxs-
tory; B.S. Jacksonvﬂle — also

attended also Ala‘)ama ‘
Birmingham South-
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In 1956 two basement yooms
were finished and made inte
ciass rooms.

The two school buildings, the
lunch room, the gymmnasium
and the football field are situ-
ated on approximately twenty
acres of land fouching High-
way 11.

The present enrollment is
582. Classes are held in nine-
teen rooms.

Students enjoy activities pro-
vided by the following. Beta
Club; Glee Club; F. T. A; F.
H. A. Dramatic Club; 4.H
Club; S Club; -Student Council;
Amateur Radio Club.

The echool has recently
gone through a period of
study and evaluation looking
toward accreditment by the
Southern Association of Col-
leges and Universities.

Following is listed the pre-
"sent faculty, their training
and positions:

Dr. F. D. Dotson - - Princi-
pal

B. S. Florence State

M. A. University of Ala-
bama

Ed. D. Columbia University

Member of A. E. A, N. E.
A., Alabama Secondary Schoo!
Principals, N. A. 8. C,, K. P..
K.

Mrs. Annie Mae Buffington
- « Second Grade

B. S. University of Alabama

Bldy JMAITIHMCL Uk £3ilseidey & casesr

Mrs. Henry H. Shirley . .
Fifth and Sixth Grades; A.B.
Bob Jones College. M.A. Colo-
rado College of Education, alze
attended Jacksonville. Member
of: NEA, AEA, CTA, P,

- - attended also Howard Cel-:
lege, Snead Jr. College. Mem-!

ber of: N. E. A, A. B. A, C.

T. A, P. T. A,

Miss Margaret Byers - - First} !

Grade - - B. 8. Jacksonville - -
attended also Bush Conserva-
tory, Athens College, Hunting.
don College. Memeber of: N.
EA., AEA, CTA, PTA,
DKG.

Mrs. Sara Helen Hays Cash
- Fourth grade, B. S. Alabama
College: also attended Howard
College. Member of: N. E. A,
A EA,CT.A,P.T A

Mrs. Mildred L. Coats - - .
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Story by Jerry C. Smith
Submitted photos

Water is an absolute necessity for any per-
manent settlement, be it an Indian village or a
major city. An area in northern St. Clair County
1s blessed with five springs, arranged in a circle
around a sixth major spring that provided early
settlers a virtually unlimited supply of pure, cold
water.

In Davis & Taylor’s History of Springville,
AL, Margaret Forman Windham tells of Spring-
ville’s earliest days: “As the Indians had been
attracted to good watering places, so were the
early frontiersmen. The springs which bubble
forth cold, clear water made this area a camp-
ing spot for families moving westward from the
Carolinas, Virginia, Tennessee and Georgia.

“The first settlers were some of these voyag-
ers who so admired the hills, streams and virgin
forests that they decided this would be their
home for all time. ... Big Springs was the name
the settlement went by prior to the establishment
of the post office in 1833.”

«It took little imagination for the town fathers
to come up with another appropriate name —
Springville. Windham relates that the first indus-

- Jry which made major use of these waters was a

tannery. In no time at all, houses, churches, and
businesses began to “spring” up near the basin.

Some prominent pioneer families were
Thomason, Truss, King, McClendon, Woodall,
Bradford, Laster, Forman, Osborn, Sprueill,
Fuller and Keith. The area is still populated with
their descendants.

As Springyville grew, the city decided to build
a lake in the center of town. Windham describes
its construction: “With mules and scrapes, the
area was dug out to a depth of about 3 feet, leav-
ing an island on which a tree was growing in the
center of the lake. About 1900, a concrete wall
was built around the lake leaving openings for
the five surrounding springs to empty their wa-
ters into the lake.” According to Windham, Dr.
James McLaughlin, owner of the property and
mayor of Springville, deeded the whole thing to
the city. Once completed, McLaughlin himself
introduced a large species of carp into its waters,
eventually adding bass, bream and trout as well.

The carp flourished and quickly grew to enor-
mous size. Various stories put their length at up
to 4 feet and weight as much as 20 pounds. Feed-
ing these gentle giants became a favorite leisure
"pastime for the townsfolk and their visitors, the
fishes becoming so tame they would take food
_right from one’s hand.
-~ The city augmented the fishes’ feeding with
corn, which enticed the huge carp and other spe-
cies to root for the kernels on the lake bottom,
uprooting and destroying moss which had be-
.come a problem. Windham’s narrative also men-
tions the strange fact that all the bream stayed on
one side of the lake while all the trout kept to the
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opposite side.

This pleasant ritual continued for decades.
Your writer remembers feeding them in the 1950s
during rest stops, as my family traveled from
Birmingham to visit relatives in Etowah County.
Springville native Margaret Cole remembers that,
when her mother worked at Milner’s Cafe in the
1930s and 1940s, they would often give Margaret
stale bread to feed the fish. Her daughter, Donna
Cole Davis, also frequented the lake while her
mother was at Mrs. King’s beauty parlor. Mrs.
Cole also remembers baptismals in the lake, when
she was 6 years old.

In earlier days, a bowling alley was built on a
hill behind the lake, quickly becoming Spring-
ville’s social center, hosting square dances and -
other community events. The bowling alley was
eventually replaced with a latticed summer house.

This new structure had a bench going around
all four walls inside, a favorite place for young
people to gather. Like its bowling alley predeces-
sor, the summer house was a favorite place for
weddings, Boy Scout programs and other group
functions.

Easter Sunrise services were held on the hill
behind the lake. Windham describes it thusly: “...
the service was carried on over a loudspeaker
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which allowed the people the choice of staying in their cars
or getting out. The beautiful natural setting and the op-
portunity for a rather private worship gave a very special
meaning to the service.” Mrs. Cole also recalls these oc-
casions, and the giant cross on the hillside made of white
stones which were later taken up and stored for re-use the
next year.

In the 1930s, tennis courts were added, built by the city
and maintained by local young folks. These courts were
replaced by a municipal swimming pool in 1960. Perhaps
the pool was installed to curtail swimming in the spring
lake itself, as described by Windham in her treatise:

“The lake always tempted the young people to come
in for a swim, but the water was so cold the swimmers
seldom stayed for long. ...Two young men who were stay-
ing at the Herring Inn went to the lake at night for a brief
swim in the nude. (Two local boys) found the secret of the
bathers and decided to play a joke on them. One dressed
up like a girl and after making sure the swimmers were in
the water, he and the other boy strolled to the lake and took
their seat on a bench close to the water.

“Being a bright moonlit night, the swimmers dared not
leave the water, but soon became so cold that they called
out to the couple to please leave so they could get out. The
couple made no reply, and the shivering boys decided to

24 « DISCOVER The Essence of St. Clair | Aoril - Mav 2013

climb up on the island. Realizing the one tree was insuffi-
cient cover, they again asked the young couple to leave.

“When nothing happened, the boys swam to the edge
closest to their clothes and scrambled out. Only then did
they discover it had been two boys sitting there all the
time.”

Margaret Cole recalls another amusing incident, where-
in a lady of her acquaintance who was a fanatic about
housecleaning took umbrage when a local boy spotted
some dust in her house. She chased him down the hill and
threw him in the lake!

Springville installed a city water system in 1935, cap-
ping two of the largest springs to ensure a never-ending
water supply. However, there was little chance of a short-
age. According to Windham, Alabama Power Company
estimated the total natural outflow from the lake at a mil-
lion and a half gallons per day, its water so pure it needed
almost no chlorine or treatments.

This municipal water came directly from the springs
themselves, at least for the time being, what occurred in
the lake had no effect on the water supply. It’s said the lake
sometimes overflowed due to heavy rains and drainage,
with fish occasionally washed out onto the banks, but the
water was never muddy except following an earthquake in
Alaska in 1964.
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* Springville Lake continued as a tourist attraction and local
gathering place through the late 1960s. Mayor Pearson him-
“self often officiated over raffles and other social events at the
lake. But time and progress change things. New industries and
residents in town required that an even more abundant water
supply be furnished.

There are several other springs in the area, but the cheapest
method was to simply fence in the lake to minimize surface
contamination, and draw water from the lake itself as a multi-
spring-fed reservoir. This move drew opposition from several
prominent Springville residents, but the fence prevailed until
1972, when the State Health Department ruled that its open-air
water supply was inherently unhealthy, despite the fact that
other cities like Birmingham routinely use surface water sup-
plies.

In a move that incensed people all over the county and
beyond, the city filled in the lake with dirt, capped a couple of
major springs, installed powerful pumps, and resumed draw-
ing water from them just as before, except now Springville’s
treasured lake was gone, never to be seen again.

Letters of protest and op-eds flew like autumn leaves, but to
no avail. One such editorial was written by then-recent new-
comer to St. Clair Springs, writer Carolynne Scott: “... The
fact that Springville needs more water has my sympathy, but I
sincerely feel burying Springville Lake is not the way to do it.

.“Everywhere I go ... people are asking about the Lake,
reminiscing about the days when the garden clubs beautified
it, and they all drove out to have picnics around it on Sunday
afternoon.”

Frank Sikora of the Birmingham News wrote: “Springville
Lake was a natural park. ... You could hardly walk around the
place through the crowds that came on July 4. Now it’s gone.
Where the water was, there is now only red-yellow dirt ... No-
body wanted it to happen, but it did.”

Today, the lake basin can be seen as a round clearing,
directly behind the former House of Quilts on Main Street.

A pristine, crystal-clear stream gushes out its overflow pipe,
passes under US 11, thence onward to merge with effluence
from other springs in Springville’s new Big Spring Park, the
combined waters eventually finding their way into Canoe Creek
and the Coosa River at Lake Neely Henry.

No doubt many old-timers still feel an occasional nostalgic
twinge when recalling their childhood experiences of picnics,
dances and watching gigantic carp take food right from their
hand. Such simple pleasures are hard to come by anymore.

Lew Windham wrote some poignant verse as an epitaph for
Springville lake. Here are a few stanzas:

I WILL COME BACK

I'will come back to step on the worn yet worthy wooden bridge,
And recall the many times we dove into the cool clear water:
Plunging deeper to the bottom in hopes
Of finding handsome treasures thrust into it years before.

Iwill come back and sit at the picnic table under the elms,
And gaze into the circular body into which pounds of bread
Feed the ever-hungry carp which crowded about
To gulp down any small bite.

But the path, the bridge, the spillway, the fish
And the lake will be gone this year, and my coming back
Will only be a sad Journey, [ fear. @
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