Anniston, Alabama
Sept. 10, 1967

Statement of intent.

FORT STROTHER

General Andrew Jackson established Fort Strother at Ten Islands on

the Coosa River in November 1813. The subsequent campaign defeated
the Creek Indian Nation and enabled General Jackson to proceed to the
Gulf coast and New Orleans, where the British were defeated. A _
number of people, members of the Calhoun County historical Society,
and members of the D.A.R. chapters in three adjoining counties, Cal-
houn, Etowah and St. Clair, are very much interested in Fort Strother.

In 1913, the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Fort, the local
chapter of the D.A.R. (now Fort Strother Chapter), erected a stone
'marker on the site of Fort Strother. This marker is now almost im-
possible to find in a wilderness of trees and underbrush.

I shall do some research to assemble all of the possible information
about the Fort. I am especially interested in its physical aspects.
In November 1813, therc were about 3000 men at the Fort. The force
dwindled to about 100 in December, and in March 1814, increased to
about 5000 men. The 5000 men with food supplies, ammunition, supply
wagons, mules, cattle, and cavalry horses would require considerable
space. Several questions arise. Was ga Stockade erected? Were food
Storehouses erected? Were enclosures for the livestock erected?

Was there a headquarters building? Was there an ammunition storage
building? Was there a hospital building? Was there a blacksmith
shop? Surely General Jackson or some of his contemporaries recorded
the answers to some or all of these questions. If answers can be
found, perhaps a long neglected historical site may be restored.

Erman L. Crew
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Liles Memorial Library
fay 30, 1968

alter W. Stephens Papers
Correspondence with Mr. Rucker Agee in April and May, 1956.

On Act ?3, 1923 in a letter to Mr. H. A. Parker, Sylacauga,
Ala.

: "...Am enclosing a rough map of where Fort Strother is.
It is on the west side of the Coosa River near Hart's Ferry which
is near the mouth of Ohatchee Creek.

: You cross the ferry. There is a home on the right (north)
and a barn on the left (south).

_ There is a field beyond the barn in which is a little strip
J of woods and in this you can find some of the earthwork that
ormed the west and south sides of the Fort, with the trench

i outside of it. The Fort covered all this area that includes
~the field and it seems to have been 300 to 400 feet square, a

Slog stockade built on an earth work...."
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HOYTB.HAMLW%J
SJUQGE OF PROBATE. ST, CL.alr COUNTY

PeLL CITY. ALABAMA

4 December 15, 1969

(THIS LETZER SENT TO ALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS, ADDRESSED INDIVIDUALLY)

From the interest generated at the Sesquicentennial Plus One Year
brogram recently in Ashville, the governing body of- the County passed
a resolution setting up a Fort Strother Restoration Committee. T am
appointing the following people to serve on this committee, together
with the Chairman of the Commissioners Court:

Mrs. Mattie Lou Crow, Ashvilie, Alabama

Mr. Edmund Blair, Pell City, Alabama

Mr. H. Edwin Holladay, Pell City, Alabama

Mr. Rubin Killebrew, Route 1, Ashville, Alabama

Mr. Erman L. Crew, P. O. Box 1205, Anniston, Alabama

Mrs. Margaret Frances Windham, Springville, Alabama

Mr. Fred Layton, Owner, Kymulga Onyx Cave, Childersburg, Ala.
Mr. or Mrs. M. I,. Wright, valley Road, Ragland, Alabama
Judge Hoyt B, Hamilton, Pell City, Alabama

Unless I hear from you otherwise, I am counting on you to serve on this
important committee, :

Mr. Edwin Holladay has check~d with the State Park authorities, and will
further check to see what helps we may be able to receive in state and
federal funds on the restoration of the Fort.
I will keep you advised of further developments.

Sincerely yours,

AT/

ILTON,
Judge of Probate

HBH:am

(letter to all committee members)
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NOTES

Jackson Papers, Reel No.

Fort Strother, June 30, 1814

66

An inventogy of the articles remaining on hand in the public

stores at the Fort.

300 yards country linen
27 kegs powder wt 2337 1bs
Muskets, shotguns § rifles 59
22 musket and rifle barrels
% barrel musket cartridges
6 1bs nails
200 1bs shot .
370 small bars lead
80 pounds pig lead
26 barrs iron
15% reams common paper
" letter paper
papers ink powder
boxes wafers
bunches sewing thread
box stationery not opened
boxes and a piece horseshoes
19 chisels large and small
5 corking chisels
2 mill pecks
18 augers large and small
67 quarter augers
21 mattocks and grubbing hoes
21 spades and shovels
6 broad axes
124 falling axes
‘2 frony 77
93 pieces casting
52 pieces tin ware
6 pewter plates
1 set knives and forks
3 spoons
}3 large box tin ware
& spoons, . knives § forks
not yet made use of
161 barrels good breadstuff
118 damaged and
not fit for use
1% barrels salt

DV R N T, N

broad hoes

drawing knives

iron wedges :
plains, bits am stocks
pair camp ??

hand saws

pitt ditto

X cut " complete

set blacksmith tools comp
iron squares

‘coopers adze

foot do

grindstones

barrs steele, 3 pcs do -
3 blankets

coils large cable rope
small do

hooks and gams

spike and gams

brass kettle

brace and 12 bits

(1 keg containing 8 Y%round files
large and small
7 flat files, 38 hsaw do
2 rasps, 6 Xcut saw files
10 chisels large and small
19 augers do say 7 Qrs Augers
16 double barrels whiskey
11 single do
large quantity bacon

weight not known

but when first sent here
there was 21,000 pounds
.at firs there has

been a quantity issued

It was sent since the 10th
of May last, 1814

NNV

wuHNwMHAwHHNHMNA

I do certify the above named articles and within is correct and

true statement of what T had in m

above stated.
Given under my hand,

Charles N. George,

Qr.

Y care the day and date as

M. AL
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THE PEOPLE'S STORE
Phone 21 Since 1823 Pell City, Ala.
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Mrg. W. P. Lamar
Route I Box 36
Springville, Alabama 35146

Dear Talladega Clitizens:

I am seeking the location of my third great grandparents,
James Thompson Sr. and wife Sabra { ﬁg&@gﬁé) Thompson,graves
possibily located in or near Qakhill Cemetery or on land between
Gurry Station ( once known as Kelly Springs J.

Jzmes Thompson born in North Carolina November I7, I787 died
May 7, 1835, Talladega, Alabama. Wife Sabra ( Rowlawd) Thompson
norn in North Carolina January II,I798 died March II, I854
in Talladega, Alabama. James and Sabra were married March 25, 1.13
{Mississippi Territory ) now Madison County, Alabame

The Thompson Sr. family settled in Talladega before IS34.
Land records show Thompson bought land from William B. M® Clelland
and Thomas MC Elderry Septémber 2o, 1834, This land is located
Wortn half of section I8 Twp,I8 range Bast, Sabra Thompson

had land in Is4o listed as Horth 4 section IB Twp. I8 Range ©

T

fast. Could James and Sabra be buried onm this land?

James Thompson left a will dated May 23, I825. Thls will
was made in the presence of William B. M®clellan and James
Hend o % % ﬁﬁiéé@&%g'z§%€ie“a This is listed as Talladegs
City. Thompson mames his brother-in-law Thomas Rowland as
Bxecutor. Sabra ( Rowland ) Thompson was the sister of Thonas
Rowland who settled in Talladega before IBZE2. Thomas Rowland
had the first house of business in the county, The business was

‘

.

a Tavern made of logs located fifty yards west of the Blg Springs

e 3 o s
on the M"Intosh Trail. Records Show first business of the



county was transacted at the tavern, September 2, I833. 'Rowland
was paid%%Q?@ pPer week rent. Rowland's Tavern was the meeting
place one vear after the county wes created. Four men met to
decide on the places to be voted on as Gomnty seat (that the
county seat should be within six miles of the center of the
county.) This teok place December I8, 18§3a Names of the

men were Heo G, Barday, Hemry MﬂKenzie, Jemes Lawson, James

L. Ginens. Three places were put up by these men as sites to

be voted ony Talladegae Battle Ground, Merdisville, Ala. and

Ford at Talladega Creelk or Widow Aunsion's place. Eight men went
in Rowland Taverm second Monday 1834, PFive voted for Talladera,
three for Mardisville; thus, the county seat was declded.

voting were: Judge Janmes

Ragland. Charles Carter, Willi:

and Sabra’s
Eliza J. Thompson IB38 in Tallaéegag Seay was administrator

of Sabra { Rowland ) Thompson estate I85I. Seay pald

[

ﬁ
W or P - [N 3 P W Y0 <IN S . & I R § oy T
W, Kennedy and Sanders $20°C for msking his mother-in-law

X T - ey v o3 -
Georze W. son=in=-1 mes and Dabrn
e e T E o mer ¥ e 3
records I0335-1957.1  Taliad
I3 e e
records List a of the 2§

s, oSabra Thompson
o . r T
To James G, L. duey H. Ds
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~ } Bill Selph ‘ang David Jopes,
. Formore inforin
Diane Thomas g 338-437s,

Higginbotham Reyniop
. The reunion wiyy be held
""‘Z;.'St‘m'day at.

A AT —

m a -t e

awareness/operational Class

* beginning Monday,
: the Ragland Nutrition Center.
- Additional classes

. held June 14 & 21. Each class
‘will be held at 6.p.m.

] 338-3578 or

| Tennis Camp
camp- for intermediage
ayers will be held

" and’ S,at}z_rday_ at the
:} Civic Center. The ¢

‘Friends and rejy,
vited to come-

‘Haz-Mat Clasg E
The EMA Office wil

; ) N R, A {
(_"\‘.‘(“ :’\/QU’) .-I")CC)\S b >L'\1U“ 2,

PI,{r.(iouisc. for ages 5. up .
. held at 4;
-1 'more informi

30 p.m. For
ation, please cal
338-9221.

tomorrow
Pell City

ation, contact

the civic center
at

Spon-
Sor .a Haz-Mat (hazaradous

r i a |
June 7, at

will be

i€ 21 months he.h
Gardner “was

' 'DEDICATION

By TIsA MooRe

ews-Aegis' Reporter

. research by the trio, the history of
and cqmpiling theuhjstozy of the Ten Ten Islands has .unfoldeq,
Islands ares, - v Ag carly as 11,000 B.C, people.
The culmination of their effors inhabited the Tep Island area on the
Was recognized 0n'May 18 when ti Palin" or ‘Coosa River, as the
Alabama Power Company renameq Indians in the 170075 called it, which
the park at Neely Henry Dam to Ten - means tep islands.
Islands Historic Park, ' ~ In the 18ty century, ‘the area wag
But back to the Tock. Charlotte inhabited by Creey Indians. The
" Hood and

ent had just
Mmanager for Alabama Power’s North made the Louisianga Purchase ang
ydro, were out ¢xploring the river had no easy way 1o 8et 1o it. Later,
In Ohatchee, Charjopre found a. ", War of 1812 broke out. -
rock and thought it might be an Andrew Jackson’s main Ppurpose
Indian artifact, «.. Was 1o blaze 5 rail to the Guif of
She took it o her friend, Bette Sue Mexico. The French ang English
cElroy, an archivist at the Gadsden  airandy hos :
‘Public Librarv tn atin oo

T AUBUSTY; 99Ty WaS Teleases ”br‘“"”?‘"]j‘;”é’m’m%fﬁéfy“‘"\‘fw an Davis said|
’ ) ]
on'ginally charged

Ten Islands Historic Park

"by the Alabama Power
and these Jadjes’ efforts on gai

They have dedicated the pagt fiye
years of their lives, along with Patsy
anvey, to discovering, Teécording,

her husbang,

as-already serveq. he was glag to be able to finally put

- the two year old case to rest, )

BE -1 ISR

' , hi
SERVICE—-—Pictured here (I-1) are the trio that made the op
4 reality, Bette Sye MCcElroy, Patsy Hanvey, ang - do
. They are Standing besida the marker that has been erected . an
Company to commemorate the area’s rich history ha
Ining recognition for the Ten Islands areq B
: sai
together, who gy share an ‘avid 82
; . interest-in hjsto , and the curiosity the.
of what happened at Teyy Islandg. " wor
"We bulled together the history of If
Charlotte Hoog and Tep Islands. Whag*s been pulled will'
together now belongs 1o Alabama ‘inicl
Power, What we were able to tell elec
them peaked theijr 1nterest, and it got
the project rolling," said McElroy
fter . carefy] documentation’,

digging, and endless  hours of

United Stareg governm




Tennis Camp
- +he camp for ipe
' Players will be helq
g and'”S_at_qrday._ at the
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| Classlfieds
| Commentary
r Obltuaries..........

Higginbotham Reynion
{:  The: reunion:

‘[ Suniday a; ‘the’
- beginning . 5

‘Haz-Mat Clasg .
. The EMA Off;
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S
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.........-_..........:_..‘...'.....1.1 B

rmediate
tomorrow

ation, contact
t 3384375,

will be helq
civic center
10:30

d 10 come. and bring ,
covered dish for lunch from

ce will spon-
Mat (hazaradous

al  class
June 7, at
the Ragland Nutrition Center,
€S will be
une 14 & 21. Each Class
be held at 6pm.
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By TISA MooRE

News:Aegis Reporter :
OHATCHEE—~"It all started with

a rock," recalled Charjogte Hood ang’

Bette Sue McElroy, What they were
recalling is piece of the past that
has a definjge impact on the present
and future, ' ‘
They have dedicated the Dast five
years of theirlives, along with Patsy
vey, to discovering, -Tecording,
and compiling the: history. of the Ten

Islands areg . o
"~ The Culmination of their efforts

was recognized on May 18 whep

the park at-Neely Henry Dam o Ten

Islands_Histon' Park, -
But back to e Tock. Charlotte

and her husband, thep a

- Manager for Alabamg Power’s North

ydro, were oyt exploring the river

She t00k it 10 her friend, pey Sue
CElroy, an archivist at the Gadsden

: Public Library, 1o sp if she could

ROt have been ygeq by the Indians, -

"The rock brought yg together”

Hood says laughing, Mt amazes me
that a rock could bring. three women

!

together, who all share an gyjq DPas

digging, apq endless  hoyrs of
Iesearch by the trio, i
Ten Islands has .unfolded.
As early as 11,000
inhabited the Ten Islan

United Stateg. government had just
made the Louisiana Purchase ang
. had no casy way to get 1o it. Later,
* the War of 1812 broke oyt '
: drew Jackson’s main purpose

~ the Creeks to fight for the land that
was theirs. . :
And fight they did. While the -
nation’s capjta] wag being birned
down, : there. was a separate “war
being waged within tself, right here

1 our backyard. S ‘

‘It was the. beginning of (he end .

for the Creeks. Andgey Jackson  PANIC

broke the back of the Creek nation ~ area will

d=zm

interest-in ‘history, and the Curiosity tclig

of what happened at ey Islandg," Wo!
"We pulled together the history of If

Ten Islands, What’s beep pulled will
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FORT STROTHER
1813-1814
Bt. Cleir County, Ale,

The beginning of the Ureek Indisn ¥er in 18138, which
necesnitated the ersetion of several forts, smong them Port
Strother, e¢an be chorged to the powerful and eloguent Shawnosse
¢hief, Teecumseh., Hie parents were %@rﬁ end bred on the banks
of the Tallspovse, removing later ﬁa %%£@ where in 1768, Tecumseh
#ae born, one of triplets. He made several trips to Zlabeme im
his youth, vieltisg his kin. Lster, his visits were net of a
pesceful nature. He came with the full purposs and intent %o
provoke his brethren to make war upon the adveneing white men.
lile hetred of the imericeps was intense snd was kent
the Eritish,

The lsst recorded visit of Teeusseh to ilabema vwes in
veteber 1812, ot whiech tizme he was in a grest messure, suceesse
ful, %he effects of his visit begon to be realized in every
eoraer of the é%@@k eonfedersey. The follewing yesr, 1813, the
Indians boesn

me inereasingly belligerent, The culminstion came

with the terrible massecre at Fort iims on August 30, 1813,

Hovwhere did the tidings from Fort Hims srouse more herrer
than in Tennessee, where the inhabitants daily axga&%&é an attack,
Sept. 18, 1813, there wes & meebing of lesding eitizens in Nashville

to sousider measurss of defense. They asked the legislature %o



authorize such s wove, snd 6% thelr requests the governor
agreed to cell out for immediste service the recently dismissed

Hatehez Yolunteers.

4 gosmittee from the meeting on September 18th, walted on
They found him in bed from the wound
he regelved on the fourth of the month in the disgraceful affaip

Genernl indrew Juckson,

with the Denton brothers; but, heo expressed the grestest confidence
in his ability to le¢ad his division., He did, in faect, at onee
sssume direction of the movemsnt for defense, ealling the volunteers
to sssenble at Fayetteville, Tennessee, on Uetober 4th, arrenging
for supplies of food snd ammunition, snd writing many letters on

all kinds of simliler subjecis.

Jaekson sent Gens

ral Coffee forward with three hundred savelrye
men and hastened the prepsratlons of the msin bedy. On the Tth,

he rode into camp wesk and hasgpsrd and took pevsonal direction of
the army. I
that he was about te be atiseked. Un the 10th, camp wus broken

edicbely, came urgent ealls from Coffee who reported

and thet evening they merched into Hunbeville, thirty twe miles.
Un the next day he reached the Tennessee Hiver st Ditte's Landing,
& few miles Bouth of Huntsville, =nd crossing the river united
his foress with Coffee’s; halted here = few days. Oet. £2nd, he
moved up the river from Dittos in 2 southessterly direction for
twenty-four miles and leld out st the mouth of Thompson's Creek
the fortiflestion whieh he called Feort Denosit.



Juekson’s plen of eempalign provided for » bsse of supplies

on the Tennesseo st 1tz southernmost pert, & militery rosd thenee

for Tifty niles %o the Ten Islands on the Cooss, where another
fortified post would be ssteblished for supplies znd thenece down
the ilebams River system o Fort St. Stephems. By this plan he

e
s

would esteblish a permanent line %@ eoummuniention fron Best

Tenneseee to obile,

The seecnd base wss established between Oct. 20th end Hov, 3rd,
1813, one hundred forty yesrs ago. It wes loested at Ten Islands
on the west side of the Coose Bilver in thet port which becems B8t
Glaly County in 1818. The base mos given the name Fort Strother,

probebly in honor of Uen., Jaekson's Vopographer, Campt. Strothe

it is regrettable that the plane snd speeifientions of this
ds 1%t is belleved by these whe

important post have not been foun
have made s sbudy of the site thet at lesst slghiy aseres of the

level snd polling terrein wss used in the sonsirustion of the

msin pars of the bese., 4 few years ago the losetion-£52R of the
blackanith shop and the main bleck houss vere essily identified.

The site wes well watered #1th springs whieh substantistes the
eévidence thet an Indisn villege wes loeated et this nstural setting.
Dushels of errovwhends and other Indian lumplements have been sollessted
there. (I hove with me seversl pleces leaned by Dr. snd ire,
Heraehell Bass, of Uadsden, who formerly owned the Fort Strothep
site). Hrs. Bass's girlhood home is on the site and it is known
today, as the graveyard of Jaskson's wen. Heny seldiers dying of

dysentery snd other causes were buried there {another spot for marker).



it woe most commendable of the Frederick Gillisa Chepter,

Deughters of the jmeriean Hevolution, of inmiston, to srect a

zmiker to Port Strother. It wes srested thirty Tive years sge
and is lecated within seventy Tive feet of whare one of the mailsn

housnes stood.

it was ot historiec Fert Strother that Cen. Jackson hegan
and exseuted his exteralnntion of the brave Ureeks. On Ust. 20th,

Ureek betuween

1818, the smsll villsge of Lititafutehes, on Canoe
Ashville end Springville was destroyed. After this sction, svents
followed in ropid succession. Hov. 3pd, 1813, fen. Uoffee with

- on® thousand men, smong whom wos the Tamous Davy Urseketd, eressed

the Coose at Plsh Dom e few miles sbove Fort Strother to subdue

the Gresk werriors essembled et the village of Tallesehatches,
pesr present Chatchee, thirteen miles from the Fort. The engegse
ment there resulied in & pesssere of one hundred sighty six
warriors. Guoting from Deavy Urosketi¥s futobicgraphy, "o shot
them 1ike dogs
B. CHOCEET 1814) losmed by Ur. ¥. 4. Helonnald, of Hegland, wes

%, About Tifty yesrs sge, this stens (inscribed,

found 2t lunsh time by a negro exeman working with ir. 7. B. Smith,
& reputable surveyer, within the confinmes of Fort Strether; alse,

this edsze ves diseocvered by Ur. Dess oz the premises.

Om Hov. 8%h, 1813, Gen. Jackson with an srmy of two thousen
men left Fort Strother st midnight te Tight the Bettle of Tallandega.
afder thet suceesnsful engegemsnt, he buvied his fifteen desd and |



parehed beek the thirty mllss to Fert Strother as rapidly as
possible, for he sss oud of provisiens, Arriving thers heo wes
rortified to Tind none et that polnt for his, Several deys lster,
lask of supplies and enlistment explrations were responsible fop

a serious subtiny esong the nilitls snd velunissrs. The mutiny

wans stopped by the indemitable end srbltrery Jeckson singlehanded.

Duping the wiuter of 1814, fen. Juchkeon employed the few
miilitie who resuined with him et Fort Btrother, after the battles

of Blamek®fou and E'nita’ehople eonstructiag flat-bouts te

6, in

descend the Cooss vith stores for the new ascmy whish was then

being relsed in Tennessee, which was to operaite below.

fthen the aray earrived st Feort Strether, he embarked the
stores ln the Timte-bosts, whieh were %o proesed down the Coosae in

hundred

charge of the 3Pth regiment, and, leaving a garrison of Tour
f£ifty men at Fort Strother, he began the mereh for the third $time
toward the seat of wapr., Uithin five deys, sbout the umiddle of
dareh, 1814, Jackson resched the mouth of Cedar Creek, shere he

Bulilt Fort Villisns.

Indsed, Fort Strother is & neglseted and historlie spot.
Jaekson, Coffee, Sam Housten, Javy Crockett snd five thousand

other heroes of the Ureek campaign were quertered there. 7The

United States DeSoto Expedition Commission in its final repert

asteblished the fact that Deioto, the Tamous Spenlish euplorer,




sbout 1540, erossed the Coosa near the slte of Fert Strother.
in 1884, Sen. Clanten, C. 5. &. fought en engagement with the

superlor fores of the Yankee General, Rousseau, nesr the

&g%%‘% ®

The site of Fort Strother is mes
1t is piztess miles northesst te Bagland from Fell City, blask
top read; thence, eight miles on the new blask top Ragland-Gadsden

rond to & sign on the right peinting to Hort's Ferry, thence three
fourths of @ mile on a good dirt read. The Regland rosd interseets
Highway U. 5. 831 - Stats 26, five miles north of Pell Gity.
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40 LIFE OF GENERAL JACKSON.

diers in his division, to hasten nmmediately their re-
spective quotas, fully equipped for active operations.

Circumstances did not permit him to remain at this
place long enough to have the delinquencics complain-
ed of remedied, and the ranks of his army filled. Co-
lonel Coffee had procecded with his mounted volun-
teers to cover Huntsville. and give security to the
frontiers, where alarm greatly prevailed. On the night
of the 8th, aletter was reccived from him, dated two
days before, advising, that two Indians, belouging to
the peace party, had just arrived at the Tennessee
river, from Chinnaby’s fort, on the Coosa, with infor-
mation that the war party had despatched eight hun-
dred or a thousand of their warriors to attack the
frontiers of Georgia; and, with the remainder of their

" forces, were marching auainst Huntsville,or Fort Hamp-

ton. In consequence of this intelligence, exertions
were madc to hasten s movement. Late on the follow-
ing night. another express arrived, confirming the
former statement, and representing the enemy, in great
force, to he rapidly approaching the Tennessce.  Or-
ders were now given for preparing the line of mnareh,
and by nine o'clock the nest day the whole division
was in motion.  They had uot proceeded many miles.
when they were met with intelligence that coloncl
Gibson, who had Leen Sent out by Coffee to recon-
noitre the movements of the enemy, had been killvd
by their advance. A strong desire had been muani-
fested to beled forward; that desire was now strength-
ened by the information Jjust received; and it was witly
difficulty their emotions could be restrainc. They
accelerated their pace, and before eight o'clock at night,
urrived at Huntsville, a distance of thirty-two miles
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42 LIFE OF GEXERAL JACK30N,

provide, however, against the bare possihi.lif.v of: a
failure, and to be guarded against all ('ulmn:'.zvn-(‘ieﬂ
that might happen, he had addressed his npphcal.nons
to various other sources. He had. on the same subject, _
written in the most pressing manner to the (Governor ]
of Georgia, with whose forces it was proposed to act -
‘In concert ; to colonel Mcigs, agent to the Cherokee
nation of Indians; and to general White, who com-
manded the advance of the East Temnessce troops.
Previously to his arrival at Huntsville, he had receiv-
ed assurances from the two latter, that a considerable
supply of flour, for the use of his army. had been pro-
cured, and was then at [liwassec, where hows were
ready to transport it. From gencral Cocke himself,
about the same time, a lctter was received : stating that
a hundred and fifty barrels of flour were then on the
way to his encampmeut; and expressing a belief. that
he should be able to procure, and forward on imme-
diately, a thousand barrels more. Wil pressing im-
portunity, he had addressed himself to the contractors, o
and they had given him assurances. that on lijs crossing , i
the Tennessce, they would he prepared with twenty !
days’ rations for hLis whole command ; hut finding, on :
his arrival at Ditto's, that their preparations were not i
in such forwardness as he had been led to expect, he :
was compelled, {or a time, to suspend any active and :
general operations. Caleulating, however, with great ‘
confidence, on exertions. which, he had heen promised,
should be unremitting, and on {he speedy arrival of 1o
those supplies, descending the: river, which had been At
already Unaccountably delayed, he hoped, in a few 2
d_?yﬁ' to be placed in a situation to act efficiently. :
Whilst Le was tneouraged by these tXpectations, und |
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LIFE OF GENERAL JACKSOQN. 43

only waiting their fulfilment, that he might advance,
Shelocta, the son of Chinnaby, a principal chief among
the friendly Creeks, arrived at his camp; to solicit his
specdy movement for the relief of his father’s fort,
which was then threatened by a considerable body
of the war party, who had advanped to the neighbour-
hood of the Ten Islands, on the Coosa. Influenced
by his representations, and anxious to extend relief,
Jackson, on the 18th, gave orders for taking up the
line of march on the following day, and notified the
contractors of this arrangement, that they might be
prepared to issue, immediately, such supplies as they
had on hand: but, to his great astonishment, he then,
for the first time, was apprised of their entire inability
to supply him whilst on his march. Having drawn
what they had in their power to furnish, amounting to
only a few days’ rations, they were deposed from office,
and others appointed, on whose industry and perform-
ance, he believed, he might more safely rely. The
scarcity of his provisions, however, at a moment like
the present, when there was every appearance that
the enemy might be met, and a blow stricken to ad-
vantage, was not sufficient to wave his determination,
already taken. The route he would have to make, to
gain the fort, lay, for a considerable distance, up the
river: might not the boats, long expected from Hiwas-
see, and which he felt strongly assured must he near
at hand, be met with on the way? He determined to
proceed; and having passed his army and baggage
wagons over several mountains of stupendous size,
and such as were thought almost impassable by foot
- passengers, he arrived, on the 22d of October, at
Thompson's creek, which empties into the Tennessee,

S




44 LIFE OF GENERAL JACKSON.

twenty-four miles above D_J’lt.l.o’s.' At this place he
proposed the establishment of a permanent depot, for
the reception -of supplies, to be sent cither up or down
the river. Disappointed in the hopes with which he
had adventured on his march, he remained here several
days, in expectation of the boats that were coming to
his relief. Thus harassed at the first onset, hy diffi-
culties wholly unexpected, and which, from the nu-
merous and strong assurances received, he could by
no means have calculated onj; fearing, too, that the
same disregard of duty might induce a continuance, he
lost no time in opening ecvery avenue to expedicnt,
that the chances of future failure might be diminished.
T'o general Flournoy, who commanded at Mobile, he
applied, urging him to procure bread stuff, and have
it forwarded up the Alabama by the time he should
arrive on that river. The agent of the Choctaws, colo-
nel M‘Kee, who was then on the Tombighee, was ad-
dressed in the same style of entreaty. Expresses were
despatched to general White, who, with the advance
of the East Tennessee division, had arrived at the
Look Out mountain, in the Cherokee nation, urging
him, by all means, to hasten on the supplies. 'The
essistance of the governor of Tennessee, was also
earnestly besought. To facilitate exertion, and to as-
sure success, every thing within his reach was attempt-
ed : several persons of wealth and patriotism, in Madi-
son county, were solicited to afford the contractors all

the aid in their power; and, to induce them more -

readily to extend it, their deep interest, immediately
at stake, was pointed to, and their deplorable: and
dangerous situation, should necessity compal him fo




LIFE OF GENERAL JACKSON. 49

withdraw his army, and leave them exposed to the
mercy of the savages.

Whilst these measures were taking, two runners,
from Turkey town, an Indian village, despatched by
Path-killer, a chief of the Cherokees, arrived at the
camp. They brought information, that the enemy,
from nine of the hostile towns, were assembling in
great force near the Ten Islands; and solicited, that
immediate assistance should be afforded the friendly
Creeks and Cherokees, in their neighbourhood, who
were exposed to such imminent danger. His want of
provisions was not yet remedied; but, distributing the
partial supply that was on hand, he resolved to pro-
ceed, in expectation that the relief he had so earnestly
looked for, would, in a little while, arrive, and be for-
warded to him. To prepare his troops for an engage-
ment, which he foresaw was soon to take place, he
thus addressed them:

VR

“ You have, fellow soldiers, at length penetrated the .

country of your enemies. It is not to be believed,
that they will abandon the soil that embosoms the

bones of their forefathers, without furnishing you an .

opportunity of signalizing your valour. Wise men do
not expect; brave men will not desire it. It was not
to travel unmolested, through a barren wilderness, that
you quitted your families and homes, and submitted
to so many privations: it was to avenge the cruelties
committed upon our defenceless frontiers, by the in-
human Creeks, instigated by their no less inhuman
allies; you shall not be disappointed. If the enemy
flee before us, we will overtake and chastise him; we

——.
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CAFTAIN FREDERICK STUMP'S COMPANY

{mss p. 32)

Muster Roll o} a compar of Cevalry under the command ol

Captain Frederick Stump in.the service of the United States, com-
manded by Col. John Allecrn from 24th September 1814 when
muslered into service i 10th Dec. 1813

1.

4

n o

Fredrick Stump, Capt.. sick absent since 11th Oct.
1813

. Thomas Write, Ist Lt.
. Buchanan Lenier, sick absent since 13th Oct. 1813

1
1
1. William W. Hudnell, Cornet
1.
2
3

Richard C. Philding. Sergt.

. William Ritche, Sergt.
. David Wills, Sergt., promoted 18th Oct 1813 from

private
William R. McAdams, Sergt., transferred to Capt.
Gordons Co. 16th Oct. 1813 .

. William B. Amwmon, Corporal, transferred to Capt.

Gordons Cec Oct. 1813
William Hudgons, Corporal, ausent wounded 9th

Nov. 1812 TALLADEGA

Westiey Hutson, Corporal
Samuel Wily, Corpercl, aptad Corprsat (Ath Oet. 1E 1
Benjamin Rogar, Ccrpcral

James Moses. Trumpeler

. George M=Cormack, Senr Farrier

Wilkam Andersen, Private
Jesse Bellamy
Elias Bridgwater

. William L. Bernard, transterred Capt. Gordons Co

16th Oct 1813

. Frederick Binkley, sick absent since 8th Oct. 1813

Peter Binkley
Stephen Cavender

. William Caldwell

James Coon
Samuel Campbell

. William Coltharp

. James Coldwell

. John B. Derrow

. John B. Dillard

. Freeman Fry

. William Gillam, deserted 7th Oct. 1813

[22]
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CAPTAIN JOSEPH EVERETT'S COMPANY

(mss p. 40)

Muster Roll of a Company of East Tennessee Militia under
the command of Captain Joseph Everett in a Regiment comman-

ded by Col.

Ewin Allison in the service of the United Statles and

in General Dohorty’s Brigade from the 7th of Jan. 1814 1o the 18th
May 1814 inclusive.

Officers and men mustered inio service 10th of Jan. 1814

6.
7.

T 26.

. Joseph Everett, Captain
. Benjamin Cloud, Ist Lieut

1
2
3.
4
5

Daniel Branstetter, 2nd Lieut.

. Jacob Strickler, Ensign
. William Pursell, 1st Sergt,, sick left at Ft. Williams

27th April

John Whited, 2nd Serat., transid Capt Griffin at Ft.
Williams 27 Apr

Robert B. Wallace, 3rd Sergt., transfd. Capt. McPher-
son, Ft. Strother 2nd May '

Temple Hensley, 4th Sergt, transfld. Capt. Griffin,

Ft. Williams 27th Jany.
Aaron Quimbey, 1st Corpl., hired substitute Henry
Myers 25th Jany.

. William Dickson, 2nd Corpl.
. John Bostick, 3rd Corpl. -
. John McNeil, 4th Corpl, substd. for John * * * 25th

Jany; deserted 4th March

. Joseph Ervin, Drummer, promoted Drum Major 12th

Feby

. Jacob Holt, Fifer, promoied File Major 12th Feby
. Mark Allen, Private, deseried 4th March 1814
. Samuel Allen, transfd. to Capt. McPherson 2nd Mar.

1814

. David Adcms, transid to Capt. Griflin 27th April

1814

. Aaron Bacon, transid to Capt. McPherson 2nd May

1814

. Armsted Bridwell
. Peter Bowerman, deserted 4th March 1814
. Jones Boyd

William Brit, deserted 4th March 1814

. Benjamin Brit, deserted 4th March 1814
. Edmund Bacon, transid to Capt. Griftin 27th April

1814

. John Britton, discharged 25th Jany having furnished

a substitule :
William Cloud, Killed in Battle at Tohopeca 27th

[27]
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March 1814

. John Camgbell, transfd to Capt. Griflin 27th April

1814

. Samuel Croft,, transid to Capt Gritfin 27th April 1814
. Daniel Cattren, transid to Capt. McPherson 2nd May

1814

. William Cutts, deserted 4th March 1814
. Thomas Cawocd, transid to Capt McPherson 2nd

May 1814

. Abraham Cox %
. James Coward, transid to Capt. McPherson 2nd May

1814

. David Fields, killed in Battle at Tohopeca 27th March

1814

. Williom Mowler, discharged unable to perlorm duty
. James Frayzer, deserted 4th March 1814

. Loyd Ford, transid to Capt McPherson 2nd May 1814
. William Jennings, reduced from Corporal 25th March

1814

. Sinclair Jennings, discharged 25th Jany. having fur-

nished substitute

. Joseph D. Hicks
. Frederick Hdall, dischd. 21th Jany 1814 unfit for Work
. Francis Hambleton, trans{d to Capt. McPherson 2nd

May 1814

. John Hambleton, transid to Capt. McPherson 2nd

May 1814

. John Hagins, deserted 4th March 1814
. Abraham Hammon, transfd. to Capt. McPherson 2nd

May 1814

. Willicon Hester
. Thomas Hamblin, sick, left at Ft. Williams 27th

March on return march

. Timothy Hamilton, reduced from Corporal - - - Jany

1814

. William Hudspeth, deserted 4th March 1814

. John Johnson, transid. to Capt. Grilfin 27th April 1814

. Reddin Jones, deserted 4th Mcoch 1814

. George Jones, deserted 27th Jany 1814

. Ezekiel Jones .

. William Jones, sick at Ft. Strother 2nd May 1814

. Zachariah Job

. John Jackson

. Samuel Jones, dischd. 25th Jany. having furnished a
‘substitute .

. Martin Jones, transid to Capt. McPherson 2nd May

1814

f28]
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CAPTAIN WILLIAM KING'S COMPANY

{mss p. 52)

Muster Roll of a company of Drafted Militia under the com-
mand of Captain William King in a Regiment of Tennessee Mil-
itia commanded by Col. Ewin Allison in the service of the United
States from the 6th day of January 1814 to the 18th of May in-
clusive

1. William King, Captain

2. Edward King, Ist Lt., Left sick at Ft. Williams 28th
April
Samuel Bowdrey, 2nd Lt.
William Connole, Ensign
George Naten, 1st Sgt. Left at Ft. Strother 2nd May |
1814 in service THIS SoLLP GF LAYEN
Elijah Cross, Ind Sgt.”
Abraham Tipten, 3rd Sgt.
. Henry Harklerode, 4th Sgt.
Soloman Bray, st Corpl, Left at Ft. Williams 28th
Apr in service -
10. Charles Philips, 2nd Corpl.
11. Samuel McConka, 3rd Corpl. Left at Fi. Williams 28th

Apr in service
12. John Roberts, 4th Corpl.

13. Adam Akerd, Private
14. John Allemoney, Private
15. Andrew Anderson
16. William Allen
17. Peter Burcheart
18. Charles Barnett (?)
19. Martin Booker
20. Russell Blevens
21. George Bushon
22. Joseph Beeler, Left sick at Fi. Williams 28 Apr 1814 7
23. Benjamin Beeler, Leit sick at Ft. Williams 28 Apr 1814 X
24, Robert Blevens, Leift at Ft. Strother in service 2nd
- May
25. John A. Bowlen, Left at Fi. Williams in service 28 Apr
96 William Benhcm, Deserted 16th Jany 1814
27 Samuel Brownlow, Promoted to waggon master 15th
Jany 1814
28. John Crawford, Enlisted 15th Jony 1814
29, John Colbough
30. Jacob Crumley, Sr., Deserted 28 April 1814
31. Gael Cox Bewley, Promoted to Quartermaster 6th
Jany 1814
32. Beverly Cox

33. David Trogsel

34. Jaceb Crumley, Ir

35. Miles Dav:s

36. Jchn Dye:

37. William Engle

38. Thomas Glover

39, Georage Gross, Died March 20th 1814
40. Joseph Gray, Left at Ft. Williams 28th Apr in service »
4]. Abraham Grubb

472. John Hodae

43. Rcbert Huahs

44, lames Huzgns

45. Mickles Hamond

46. George Hinkle

47. Sterling Hughs

48. Ceonrad Harman
49, James Fa:man, lelt at Ft. Williams 28th Apr in serv- %
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50.
51
54
53.
54,

55.
S6.
S7.
Sy,
S4.
60.

61.

Robert Hawkins

John Knicely, Left at Ft. Strother 2nd May in service
Berry Keewood

Joshua Keewocd

Thomas Kindred, Left at Ft. Williams 28th Apr in
service

Volentine Little

Frederick Myers

Soloman Morgan |

Henry Myres '

Caleb Merrel, Corpl,, Promoted 15th March 1815
Nathan Merral, Private

William Morgan, Left at Ft. Strother 2nd May 1814
in service

. Phillip Mqgjors, Deserted 11th Jany 1814

. Elisha Mardin, Deserted 16th Jany 1814

. Thomas Majors

. Henry Newton

. John Nelson, Enlisted 15th Jany 1814

. Samuel Payne

. Soloman Phillips, Left at Ft. Williams 28th April in

service )
Absolom Peters, Lelft at Ft Strother 2nd May in serv-
ice

. Isaac Peters, Left at Ft. Strother 2nd May in service
. John Phillips

. William Rodgers

. Jesse Redgers

. Benjamin Risden

. John Richardson, Left at Ft. Strother in service

. David Steel

77. Henry Smith, Left at Ft. Williams 28th Apr in service
. Alexander Sweet, Enlisted 16th Jany 1814

. Thomas Stanfield, Left at Ft. Williams 28th April in

service

. John Snuth, Left at Ft. Strother 2nd May

. William Smith

. William Souls

. William Scott

. David Thomas

. Jeremiah Taylor, Absent without leave from the 22nd

Jany 1814

. Joseph Wiett
. Michal Warren, Corpl., Promoted 15th March 1814

. Isah Walker
. Joseph Cross

-
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134 HMEMUIRS U

The following is Gen. Jackson’s last communica-

tion, as an efficer in the military forces of Tennessee.
Fort Willicmms, April 25th, at night.

Sir—Gen. Pinckney joined me at Fort Jacksor

on the 20th.

ifrom every gquarter, and it being now evident that

The enemy continuing to come in

the war was over, I received an order at 3 o’clock,
P. M..on the 21st, to march my troops back to
Fort Williams, and after having dispersed any bo-
dies of the enemy who may have assembled on the
Cahawha, or within striking distance, and provided
for the maintainance of posts between Tennesser
and Fort Jackson, to dizcharge the remainder
Within two hours after receiving this order, I was
on the line of march ; and reached this place lasi
evening, a distance of about sixty miles.
To Brig. Gen. Doherty. [ shall assign the dut)
of keeping up the post:, which forin the line o
communication between Tennessee and the conflu
ence of the Coosxa and Tallapoosa, making the ne-
cessary arrangenients to enable him to doso.  About
. 400 of the E. Tennessee militia, will be left at this
' place, 250 at Fort Strother, and 75 at Fort Arm-
strong and New Deposit. Old Depeait will be main
tained by Capt. Hammond's rompany of rangers

ASNDREW JACKSON. e

To-morrow I detail 500 of the militia under the
commanad of Brig. Gen. Johnzon, to the Cahawba.
with instructions to unite with me at Fort Deposit,
fter having dispersed any bodies of the enemy they
may find there assembled.

The commissioners who have been appointed to
make a treaty with the Creeks, need have nothing
Those
f the friendly party, who have associated with me,

o do but assign them their proper limits.

will be easily satisfied ; and those of the hostile
party, they consider it a favour that their lives
have been spared them, and will look upon any
-pace that may be allowed them for their future
~ettlement, as a hounteous donation. [ have taken
the liberty to point out what I think ought to be
‘he future line of separation, with which T will
nercafter make you acquainted. If they should be
~stablished, none ¢f the Creeks will be left on the
west of the Coosa.

Accompanying this, I send you a report made by
e Adjutant Genera}, of the killed and wounded u:
:he battle of Tohopeka, which was omitte:d to he
~eut by the tormer express.

I have the houourto be, &c.
ANDREW JACKSON.
ths Excellency Gov. . Blount.

ALV
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It votostungtely peoduced fio such impresi n
e vours. Buoafew weeksafier you nad Leen
brauzht back, yuu have been found sutliy of
otfences, not less erimical or penal, thap the e
fuo w 1t h you had bren 10 lately pardaned -
an which,  the law hsd been igrdly entorond
world have subjec 2d you ta death, ‘T'his erin
¢+ but tvo mandeRly, jacorri; ible dispusition
ot heart—a rehelliovs and chstinate temper of
reind o which, as it cannot be veetified, oaght
net s he perwi ted to diffuse isg%;ﬂuenrc a-
wong others, o

Au army caanwt exit, whergzilieder and
sirdicatign arggwhollydisregssded, It can-
notenat with makch credit o Haolf, or service
fu the country which empliys it Bpt when
t-ev are ghserved with sahe mout racctibivas
e ~nees o CPhe dison ¢ of orders, and
tirs cowvamut of uflicers peedily Jead to s state
[*H lil-"Llf:_':'lhiza'-iU“, and r.in ; aud mu.‘iny,
which indindes the othdrs, aims $€3 more’
immedintely at the dissolution of agarmy., Of
all these oflenees you have twice been Fuilty,
ard have onee been pardined. Your General
mndt forget what he owes to theservice beis

enzaped in, and to the country which cmp!ny‘!' !

bim, if, by paidening yuu egiin, he should

farnish sn example to sanclidn .meaanres,

which wouldbeing ruin on the army he gom-

mands. Thissuan importan! cruas, w?&%"
if we all act aa brcoines us, every thing B3 D
hoped for towards the a-complishment of 2o ]
abjects of aur government ;if otherwise, evry

thing i to he feared. How it becomes ua toact,

we all kuow; and what our punishment will

be, il we st otherwise, must be known elds.

‘The law, which points aut theons, presctibsa

the othier, Between thst law and its offendar,

the commanding Gaseral sught not to be gx-

pected to iuterpose ; grd will not when there

are no circumstances of allesiation.  There

appear to he none sucl in your caie; and.

howerer, a5 a man hg may depldre your un-

happy situation, he canhot, 24 an officer, wlih-.
out nfrinving his duly, arrest the sentence of

the coutt martial, 2

A.JACKSON, Msj. Gea'" ]
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Fart Strother, March 14, 1814, . )
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case he had cubraced, and the para-
gt Jolfivs hal e owed ta. the cuuntry
sich empivyed tam. Phis favored son of
ny ain discord—Lthis protiinent branch of
zalpu, has met Lne fale due lo all,
Wl ultanpi o canker the heart of an armive—
o Arohzethe ef{ots ¢ his guvarnment. Fatal
mpn it thy catastrophie be a beacon to all,
Who disseiiae the Beeds ol disgord angd mu
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A wione, whenthe milnar v fawe of the army was
mﬁ.wk ueing Lissted lurever—wlien the r:cnfw
! uhy o lreewien aie on ! e eve of beholding
chy tetndess, asd lervvius ravece, with his
ot ¢ hudie, and toma-awk, enler gul bor-
saaauey s bluwdy vengeance on the
ctobyen-utcur allzcion—tke defenceless
the yunerable saroen, that this wan’-
Lenee Las bDeen ent shoit,
Fhoe rentunze wos esceuted inthe presence
whodvanmy. “Phe nost gabect viae.
.Y vesery ooake The aiiny 8 oo lunger
4 peb, but an wrimy of woldiers,  After the
L Liuunps tad bevn druwn up, as sDove mns:a.
asouer was condue ed from’ camp [Hu
i oltwn® w the plece of execution, by a sirong
: nad Dren the WUih Regt. UL Gtaies Infant TL
___w rder the imwmelate comuoend of Adjutant
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of life,

The troops were then conducled to then
..212.:: sncampmenty, It s tow cor fident

w.m ly believed that the army 13 purged of seaitnen,
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discord, and wuting, that every man will ne
nerved v thegommon caude—that the whole
aill art uy one man, aud the most suary ef
ccls MRy reasonuvly beexpected to resalt,
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Ay HK Wions, o
Pou na e been tried hy & court martia] on
. the chiuryes of disobedievce of orders, disres
V_:?A to yonr commandmp office an«. muin,
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sourt alnch found you  widly of thege chaype.
‘hae ventenced you to suflen %oa:, by shootiug ;
n—_v. this sevutence the ecommanding Grnepal
Anatthought proor, and even felt  imse.
bosind to sppireve, and order te be rrecired
Whe vnenes of which you have been four g
m:r:. 3¢ w000 A8 CANNOL e permitied Lo
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L sree b M aray, but alihe haca
of s o
Tros 18 the second tims You have viclated
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f..:..?_.: .«cmx. Gensml, vnwi ing to inflict the
seventy ol tne law, und influenced by the hone
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grunt you all a parden. Tnis owght 1o have
pruduced a salut®fy impression upon s mind,
got totity desd to gvery honorable sentiment,
sand not peiversely ang onstinately bent on
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February 19, 1970

Mrs. Mattie Lou Crow

Mr., Edmund Blair

Mr. H. Edwin Holladay

Mr, Rubin Killebrew

Mr. Erman L. Crew

Mrs. Margaret Frances Windham
Mr, Fred Layton

Mr. and Mrs. M. L. Wright

Re: Fort Strother Restoration Committee Meeting

We are calling a meeting of the cormmittes on Tuesday, February 24, 1970,
at 12:00, Noon, for a dutch dinner at the Pell City Steak House Restaurant.
The meeting will be held in the small private dining room.

I have taken the liberty of inviting some technical advisors to mset with
us. There will also be a panel discussion by members of the committae in
formulating future policies and work direction.

Lonking forward to seeing each of you at thig meeting, I am

Yours very truly,

‘ /,’isfz;rzt;f . .
St

Judge of Probate :

HBH:am



December 15, 1969

Mr., Exrman L. Crew
P. 0. Box 120%
Anniston, Alabama

Dear Mr. Crew:

I sacured from Miss Irene Hodgag your notes on Fort Strothar and
duplicated the rscord that I had discussed with you by telsphone on

one or.more occasions, and at our recent cbservance of the County's
Sesquicentennial Plus One Year, Mrs. Mattie Lou Crow used your nctes and
gave a most interesting report on Fort Strother.

From the intarest ganzrataed at this public msating, the geZarning body
of the County was regueated to pass a reszclution setting up a Fort
Strother Restgsation Committea , and I am appointing the following
committea with the Chairman of the Court to sarve on this Comnittes.

Mras. Mattie Lou Crow, Ashville, Alzabama

Mr. Edmund Blair, Pell City, Alabama

Mr. H, Eéwin Holladay, Pell City, Alzbama

Mr. Rubin Killebrew, Route 1, Aszhville, Alabama

Mr. Erman L. Crew, P.C. Box 1205, Anniston, Alabomm

Mrs, Margaret Francezs Windham, Springville, Alabama

Mr. Fred Layton, Owner, Kymlga Onyx Cave, Childarshburg, Ala.
Mr. or Mrs. M. L. Wright, Valley Road, R2gland, Alabama
Judge Hovt B. Hamilton, Pell City, Alazbama

Unless I hear from you otherwise, I am counting %n you to ssrve on
this important committee.

I have in hand Alabama, Mississippl and Louiziana map dated 1823 .showing
three places in St. Clair County, namely, St. Clairgvilla, Turkey Town
and Fort Strother. Also, a map of Alabama in 1842 and 1857 that I wilil
make available to the coimittee., Mr, Edwin Holladay has checked with
State Park Authorities and will further chsck to zae what helps we may
be able to recaive in state aud¢ federal funds on tha restoration of tha
Fort.

I am enclosing a copy « an old will of Peggy Pathkiller recordad in tha
Probate Office in Askville in Estate Racord B Paga 65 dated March 14,
1833, which i8 most interesting, and further conflrms along with the map
of 1823 an interssting side line note.

Smmmhymm,

i e

o K...“‘

RriB:am Judge of Pro

cc:  All committee rembers
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L/-fc ol Davidl Ceocee77

PREFACE BY THE EDITOR

Cononzr,%DAvm CROGKETT was one of the most remark.
sble men of the times in which be lived. Barp in hnu- hie
life, but gifted with & strong will, an indumitable courage, and
unremilting perseverance, as well as an aptitude for accumu. ol
lating information from his intercourse with men of superior : :I
eduantion, he rose to pusts of hig‘h honer and distinetion
His tulent for original bumor csused his gayings to be adwired

snd quoted, reported in newspapers, und received with ap

plause throughont America and Europe.

In his military career, which was confined to the Creek
war of 1818-1214, he served in the ranks as a private sui.
dier; and although in these circuwstances, he never had ap
extensive geparate cowmand, he wus frequently sent upon
weo'iting and hunting cxpeditions in which he acquitted him-
“sell’ with credit. His entrance into public life was un~aught

Zor hisown part, and was entirely the result of that ascondency
which au sble and independent mind asserts sver the masses
£2 33 troubles and turmoils of politica. The stand which he
t,.ook 1n Congreas against those nieusures, which be disapproved,
of his oJd Commander. General Jackson. when President of the

United States, was recognized throughount the country as the

evidence of a high degree »f politieal integrity, and rendered

)

bim extremely popular with the party at that time opposed
of the General Government. When

to the admibistration
this popularity wus at its height, Colonel Crockett made the

tour of the Middle and Northern States; and was everywhere
received with the greatest enthusiasm.

His odd maximns and original remarks had for a long time
been circulating in the newspapers, and the greatest curiosity
prevailed to hear him speak on political affairs.  Under these
circumstances, although it was vot an easy matter to satisfy the
publie, his specches guve general satisfaction, and he returned
to his comstituent~ crowned with fresh honors.”

But the fiat of power had gone forth against him ; and every
nirve was strained by the administration to defeat his re-
election. As usual with General Jackson, he succeeded in
preventing the return of his adversary to Congress ; and Col-

onel Crockett was constrained to return to private life.
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We then marched to a glace which we called Camp
Wills; and here it wszs that Captain Cannon was pro-,
moted to a colonel, 2ad Colonel Coffee to a general.
We then marched to the Ten Islands, on the Coosa river,
where we e_s_t‘algl_iz_s_h‘eii__g.__fbriir_xd OUL SPY companies were
sent out. They soon made prisoners of Bob Catala and
mmmmﬁ;mﬁi&%ds, 7e eard of
some Indisns in a town about eight miles ok So we
mounted oar horses, and put out for that townJunder the
direction of two friendly Creeks we had taken for pilota.
We had also a Cherokee colonel, Dick Brown, and soma
of his men with us. When we got near the town wa
divided; one of our pilots going with each division.
Ard 5o we passed on cach side of the town, keeping nesr
to it, until our lines met on the far side. We then clossd
rp a2 both ends, 50 as to surround it completely; aad
£m we sent Capiain Hammond's compauy of rangirm
to lring n the affray.  He bad advaseced near the toum,
when the Indiang spw him, and they raised the yell, and
‘came running at mke 8o many red devi]s.}i The main
army was now formed in a hollow square around the
town, and they pursued Hammond till they came in reach
of us. We then gave them a fire, and they returned it,
and then ran back into their town. We began to close
on the town by making our files closer and closer, and
the Indians soon saw they were our property. So
most of them wanted us to take them prisoners; and
their squaws and all would run and take hold of any of
as they could, and give themselves “B-?;;! [ saw_seven,
“squaws have hold ‘of one man, which madi- me think of
the Scriptures.  So T hollered out 1he Seriures was
fulfilling; that there was <even wonen hoblioe 16 one
man’s coat tail.  Dut T helieve it wies a e Jhirt sl
the time.  We took them all prisoner that cane aut to

“us in thiz way; bt Dsaw some warrion run inin o hoee
until I counted forty-six of thewn Weo pareacd them
antil we cot near the honseowhen woo aw o cnaw sitting
in the door, and she placed her fir ::-_--xin.;r ;hr- bvw }.,_;
had in her hawd, and then ook an aeoow, and, ralzing
- her feet, she drew with all ker might and bt 1y at us,
_and she killed a man. whose¢ nawme, I Lilieve, was Moore.
e was a lieutenant, and his death so enragel us all,
that she was fired on, and had at least twenty halls
blown through her.  This was the first man I ever saw
killed with a bow and arrew: We¢ raw shat them like
dogs; and then set the house on fire, and burned it up
with the forty-six warriors in it. XI recollect seeing »
boy who wus shot down near the house. s arm scd
thigh was broken, and he was so near the burning hoass

that the grease was stewinz out of him. In this sitas
tion he was still trving to crawl along: bt net a mermaur
escaped him, though he was only about twelve years vld.
So sullen is the Indian, when bhis damler is up, that he
had xoener die than make a noise, or ask for quarters.®

The number that we took prisoners, being added to
the number we killed, amounted to one hundred and
eighty-six; though I don't remember the exuct number
of either. We had five of our men killed.  We then
returned to our camp, at which our fort was erected, and
known by the nume of Fort Strother.i No provisions
had yet reached us, and we Dad now been for several
days on half rations. However, we went back to our
Indian town on the next day. when many of the car-
casses of the Indians were still to be scen. They looked
vers awril. for the burning had not entirely consumed
them. bar given them a terrible appearance, at least what
remained of them. It was, somehow or other, found out.
that the house had a potato cellar under it, and an im-'
mediate examination was made, for we were all as hungry
as wlves. We founl a fine chance of potatoes in it
and baneer enupelled us to eat them, though I had a
ol rather not. i T eould have helped it. for the oil of
t'r Intuns we hal burned up on the day hefore, had
rozodew . sonthem. and they Jooked Tike they had heen
srewed with fat meat, We then again returned to the
vnyy sl remained there for seversl days. almost starv-
ing. as ail wnr beef waz gone. We commenced eating
the beef-lides  and continued 1o eat every serap we conld
fay our hands on. 4 wengtk an Inuan came th owr
guard one night, and hallered, and said he wanted to ses
«Captain Jackson.” e was conducted to the general’s
markee, into which he cutered, and in a few minates we
received orders to preparc for marching. ;‘ b ﬂb‘a\?

In an hoar we were all ready, and took up the line of
march. We crossed the Coosa river, and went on in the
direction to Fort Taladega. When we arrived near the
place, we met eleven hundred painted warriors, the very
choice of the Creek nation. They encamped near the
fort, and had informed the friendly Indians who weie in
it, that if they didn’t come out, and fight with them against
the whites, they would take their fort and all their am-
munition and provision.  The friendly party asked three
days to coansider of it, and agreed that if on the third day
they didn't come out ready to fight with them, they might
take their fort. Thus they put them off.  They then
immediately started their runner to General Juckson, und
he and the army pushed over, as [ have just before
stated.
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40 LIFE OF GENERAL JACKSON.

diers in his division. to hasten numediately their re-
spective quotas, fully equipped for active operations.

Circumstances did not permit him to remain at this
place long enough to have the delinquencices complain-
ed of remedied, and the ranks of his army filled.  Co-
lonel Coffee had procecded with his mounted volun-
teers to cover Huntsville. and give security to the
frontiers, where alarm greatly prevailed. On the night
of the 8th, aletter was received from him, dated two
days before, advising, that two Indians, belonging to
the peace party, had just arrived at the Tennessee
river, from Chinnaby's fort, on the Coosa, with infor-
mation that the war party had despatched eight hun-
dred or a thousand of their warriors to attack the
frontiers of Georgia; and, with the remainder of their

“forces,were marchine acainst Huntsville,or Fort Hanip-
ton. In consequence of this intelligence, exertions
were made to hasten s movement. Late on the follow-
ing night. another express arrived, confirming the
former statement, and representing the enemy, in great
force, to be rapidly approaching the Teunessce.  Or-
ders were now given for preparing the line of march,
and by nine o'clock the nest day the whole division
was in motion.  ‘They had not proceeded many miles.,
when they were met with intelligence that coloncl
Gibson, who had been Sent out by Coffee to recon-
noitre the movements of the enemy, had been killid
by their advance. A strong desire had been mani-
fested to beled forward; that desire was now strength-
ened by the information just received; and jt was with
difficulty their emotions could he restraincd.  They
nr:c‘elerated their pace, und before eight o'clock at night,
urrived at Huntsville, a distance of thirty-two miles



42 LIFE OF GENLURAL JACKSON,

provide, however, against the bare possibi.lity ofj a
failure, and to be guarded against nll.ronnn:r_:vn‘('les
that might happen, he had addressed his :\ppll(‘.ﬂl.lonﬂ
to various other sources. He had. on the same subject,
written in the most pressing manner to the Governor
of Georgia, with whose forces it was proposcd to act
in concert ; to colonel Meigs, agent to the Cherokee
nation of Indians; and to general White. who come-
manded the advance of the East Tennessce troops.
Previously to his arrival at Huntsville, he had receiv-
ed assurances from the two latter, that a considerable
supply of flour, for the use of his army. had been pro-
cured, and was then at Hiwassee, where boats were
ready to transport it. I'rom general Cocke himself,
about the same time, a lctter was received stating that
a hundred and fifty barrels of flour were then on the
way to his encampment; and expressing a belief. that
he should be able to procure, and forward on imme-
diately, a thousand barrels more. With pressing ime-
portunity, he had addressed himself to the contractors,
and they had given him assurances, that on hjs crossing
the Tennessce, they would he prepared with twenty
days’ rations for his whole command ; but finding, on
his arrival at Ditto's, that their preparations were not
in such forwardness as hie had been led to expect, he
was compelled, for a time, to suspend any active and
general operations.  Caleulating, however, with great
confidence, on exertions, which, hie had heen promised,

should be unremitting. and on the speedy arrival of

those supplies, descending the river, which had been
already unaccountably deluyed, he hoped, in a few
days, to be placed in a situation to uct efficiently.
Whilst Lie was encouraged by these exXpectations, and
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only waiting their fulfilment, that he might advance,
Shelocta, the son of Chinnaby, a principal chief among
the friendly Creeks, arrived at his camp; to solicit his
speedy movement for the relief of his father’s fort,
which was then threatened by a considerable body
of the war party, who had advanced to the neighbour-
hood of the Ten Islands, on the Coosa. Influenced
by his representations, and anxious to extend relief,
Jackson, on the 18th, gave orders for taking up the
line of march on the following day, and notified the
contractors of this arrangement, that they might be
prepared to issue, immediately, such supplies as they
had on hand: but, to his great astonishment, he then,
for the first time, was apprised of their entire inability
to supply him whilst on his march. Having drawn
what they had in' their power to furnish, amounting to
only a few days’ rations, they were deposed from office,
and others appointed, on whose industry and perform-
ance, he believed, he might more safely rely. The
scarcity of his provisions, however, at a moment like
the present, when there was every appearance that
the enemy might be met, and a blow stricken to ad-
vantage, was not sufficient to wave his determination,
already taken. The route he would have to make, to
gain the fort, lay, for a considerable distance, up the
river : might not the boats, long expected from Hiwas-
see, and which he felt strongly assured must he near
at hand, be met with on the way? He determined to
proceed; and having passed his army and baggage
wagons over several mountains of stupendous size,
and such as were thought almost impassable by foot
passengers, he arrived, on the 22d of October, at
‘Thompson's creek, which empties into the Tennessee,
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44 LIFE OF GENERAL JACKFON.

twenty-four miles above Ditto’s. At this place he
proposed the establishment of a permanent depot, for
the reception -of supplics, to be sent cither up or down
the river. Disappointed in the hopes with which he
had adventured on his march, he remained here several
days, in expectation of the boats that were coniing to
his relief. Thus harassed at the first onset, hy diffi-
culties wholly unexpected, and which, from the nu-
merous and strong assurances received, he could by
no means have calculated on; fearing, too, that the
same disregard of duty might induce a continuance, he
lost no time in opening every avenue to expedicnt,
that the chances of future failure might be diminished.
To general Flournoy, who commanded at Mobile, he
applied, urging him to procure bread stuff, and have
it forwarded up the Alabama by the time he should
arrive on that river. The agent of the Choctaws, colo-
nel M‘Kee, who was then on the Tombigbee, was ad-
dressed in the same style of entreaty. Expresses were
despatched to general White, who, with the advance
of the East Tennessee division, had arrived at the
Look Out mountain, in the Cherokee nation, urging
him, by all means, to hasten on the supplies. The
essistance of the governor of Tennessee, was also
earnestly besought. To facilitate exertion, and to as-
sure success, every thing within his rcach was attempt.-
ed: several persons of wealth and patriotism, in Madi-
son county, were solicited to afford the contractors all
the aid in their power; and, to induce them more
readily to extend it, their deep interest, immediately
at stake, was pointed to, and their deplorable and
dangerous situation, should necessity compel him to
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LIFE OF GENERAL JACKSOY. 45

withdraw his army, and leave thein exposed to the
mercy of the savages.

Whilst these measures were taking, two runners,
from Turkey town, an Indian village, despatched by
Path-killer, a chief of the Cherokees, arrived at the
camp. They brought information, that the enemy,
from nine of the hostile towns, were assembling in
great force near the Ten Islands; and solicited, that
immediate assistance should be afforded the friendly
Creeks and Cherokees, in their neighbourhood, who
were exposed to such imminent danger. His want of
provisions was not yet remedied; but, distributing the
partial supply that was on hand, he resolved to pro-
ceed, in expectation that ihe relief he had so earnestly
looked for, would, in a little while, arrive, and be for-
warded to him.  To prepare his troops for an engage-
ment, which he foresaw was soon to take place, he
thus addressed them:

fvion

“You have, fellow soldiers, at length penetrated the .

country of your enemies. It is not to be believed,

that they will abandon the soil that embosams the
bones of their forefathers, without furnishing you an .

opportunity of signalizing your valour. Wise men do
not expect; brave men will not desire it. It was not
to travel unmolested, through a barren wilderness, that
you quitted your families and homes, and submitted
to so many privations: it was to avenge the cruelties
committed upon our decfenceless frontiers, by the in-
human Creeks, instigated by their no less inhuman
allies; you shall not be disappointed. If the enemy
flee before us, we will overtake and chastise him; we

. ————
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Mrs. Green and Mrs. Whiteside were the very active members
and officers of the D. A. R. Chapter that erected the

Stone marker at the site of Fort Strother in November, 1913.
Thegy apparently sought the advice of Mr. George B. Randolph.

Attatched is a copy of his letter to Mrs. Green.
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Notes resulting from study of the foregoing bibliography,

arranged in chronological order, and pertinent to Fort

Strother.
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ANNE T. MILAM

CHIEF CLERK

HoyT B. HAMILTON

JUDGE CF RPRO8ATE ST CuLal> CCOe*. Ty
PeLL City, ALABAMA

3Isizs

The following documentation on Fort Strother is taken from
Mr. Erman L. Crew's notes and documentation,

On February 20, 1970, Mr. Fred Layton of Route One, Childersburg,
Alabama, also owner of Kymulga Onyx Cave, Prought a tremendous collection
of newspaper accounts, hiographical sketches, and many other reports
on Fort Strother.

I would like to €Xpress our appreciation for their cooperation
for these important documentations which we feel will he helpful
to the Fort Strother Restoration Committee,

Hoyt B. Hamilton
Judge of Prolate
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November
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~October 23,

1813

1813

1813

1813

Massacre at Fort Mims

b
©

September 24, 1813 Parton. Coffee and 500 horses to Huntsville

James. Gen. Jackson took command of infantry
at Fayetteville, Tenn. (about 30 miles above
Huntsville)

Parton. Less than .half of the 2000 men ordered
had assembled.

James. Gen. Jackson marched 32 miles in 8 hours
to Ditto's landing on the Tennessee River. (new
record for movement of infantry.)

Parton. 2500 men and 1300 horses. This body of
men will consume ten wagon loads of provisions
per day, for a week they require 1000 bushels
of grain, 20 tons of flesh, 1000 gallons of
whiskey, and many cwt. of misc. supplies.

James. Marched 24 miles to thraow up defenses
and supply base at Fort Deposit.

Beirne. -"For his 2500 men and 1300 horses,
Andrew Jackson needed each week, 1000 bu. of
grain, 20 tons of meat, 1000 gallons of whiskey
and many other provisions."

James. -Part of the army hewed road 50 miles to
Ten Island in six days. Jackson took 3 days to
follow and began to cut trees for a stockade.

Jackson Papers. -Camp at Thompson's Creek,
About three miles from the Tennessee River.
Jackson Writes,"I arrived here yesterday.....
I shall leave tomorrow for Ten Islands... All
provisions or supplies of any description for
the depot will stop at the mouth of Thompson's
Creek; thense they will be taken in boats up
to the blockhouse. (Note blockhouse here.)

Parton. -Jackson arrived Ten Islands
Bassett. -Jackson arrived Ten Islands

Lossing. ...(Coffee to Tallushatchee) They
forded the Coosa at Fish Dam, four miles above
Ten Islands....Jackson now made his way over
the Coosa Mountains to the Ten Islands, and on
the right bank of the Coosa commenced the con-
struction of a second fortified deposit for
supplies. Strong pickets and blockhouses soon
began to rise, and the Work was well advanced




November

November,

3, 1813

1813

when, just at sunset on the 7th of November..
(chief arrived from Talladega)

Jackson's Correspondence. -Tells of Coffee's
battle of Tallushatchee and "In the meantime

I moved on with the Infantry and part of the
Cavalry and mounted riflemen which had not been
detailed with Genl. Coffee to the Ten Islands,
where I commenced immediate preparations for
the erection of a fort, to serve as a deposit
for our supplies™.....

Parton. -Jackson and his troops had been busy
in erecting a fortification or depot, which
was named Fort Strother.

Pickett. -Jackson arrived at Ten Islands, where
he began to erect a second depot for supplies,
which was protected by strong picketing and
blockhouses and which received the name of Fort
Strother.

Johnson. -Jackson fortified his camp and named
it Fort Strother.

Waldo. -Measures were now taken to establish a
permanent depot on the north bank of the river,
at the Ten Islands, to be protected by strong
picketing and blockhouses.... The army was
busily engaged in fortifying the site fixed for
the depot, to which the name of Fort Strother
was given. On the evening of the 7th a runner
arrived from Talladega..

Reid and Eaton. -ditto Waldo above.

James. -Coffee with 1000 men attacked 200 Red
Sticks at Tallushatchee (Bassett 168). Killed
all. Lost five dead and 41 wounded. (Parton.
Buried dead at Tallushatchee.) Saved 84 women
and children.

Reid and Eaton. -Measures were now taken to es-
tablish a permanent depot, on the north bank of
the river at the Ten Islands, to be protected

by strong picketing and blockhouses; after which
it was the intention of Jackson to proceed down
Tiver......

Bassett. -The army was now organized in three
brigades. The first was commanded by Brig. Gen.
William Hall and was composed of two regiments
of volunteer infantry under Cols., Bradley and
Pilow. The 2nd was commanded by Brig. Gen.
Isaac Roberts and was composed of two regiments

it it i b 7 0 et 0 P R RS SRR



jovember 7,

lovember 7,

ovember 8,

ovember 9,

dvember 10,

1813

1813

1813

1813

1813

of militiamen under Cols. Wynne and McCrary.
The 3rd was commanded by Brig. Gen. John
Coffee and was composed of a regiment of vol-
unteer cavalry under Col. Alcorn and a regiment
of mounted riflemen under Col. Newton and Lt.
Col. Allen. The first brigade numbered 1400,
2nd about 600, and 3rd 1000.

Jackson Papers. -Camp Strother. The officers
of the first Brigade will parade on their pa-
rade ground at 12 o'clock; the officers of the
2nd Brigade will parade on their parade ground
at 2 o'clock, and the officers of the Brigade
ofravalry and mounted gun men will parade on
their parade ground at 4 o'clock PM for the
purpose of being drilled and inspected by the
Inspector General.

John Reid Aide de Camp

Jackson Papers. -The General of Brigade will
forthwith have their men and arms inspected §
report to the commandirg:;General the number of
cartridges and rounds of ammunition in the
possession of each man and the situation of
men § arms fit for duty.

Parton. -800 horsemen and 1200 foot crossed the
river to go to Talladega.

Leroy Pope writes to Jackson from Huntsville.
"...without delay purchased his flour, at the
extravagant price of ten dollars a barrel, h«
having been appraised of the situation of the
army, well knew I would give him any price to
relieve their wants.... The fellow would skin
his Savior to satiate his avarice. I shall
have the whole of the flour at Fort Deposit
this week, 100 barrels by the night I hope-- I
shall start a drove of cattle this week and one
next week, with some hogs....I have 50 or 60000
pounds of meal....

James. -Lost 15 dead and 87 wounded at Talladega.
Returned to Strother to find no food. Only
succor for 2000 men was a few cattle.

Parton. -Returned from Talladega to find no food.

Waldo. -On return from Talladega Jackson repair-
ed to the bullock pen, and of the offal there
thrown away, provided for himself and his staff,
what he was pleased to call, a very comfortable
repast. (Tripe)... Having returned to their
tents the officers of the volunteer brigade...
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November 10,

‘November 12,

November 14,

1813

1813

1813

Reid and Eaton. -On return from the battle of
Talladega Jackson found,"Even his private stores
brought on at his own expense and upon which he
and his staff had hitherto wholly subsisted, had
been, in his absence, distributed among the

sick by the hospital surgeon, who had been pre-
viously instructed to do so..repaired to the
bullock pen, and of the offal thrown away, pro-
vided for himself and his staff....

Jackson Correspondence. -When he left for Tall-
adega, Gen. Jackson issued the following order:
The commander in chief having to leave the
present encampment for a few days, with all his
disposable force, leaving a sufficient. guard

for the protection of the wounded, sick, and
baggage, appoints to the command of the said
guard and camp his chief engineer, Major Howel
Tatum, and all his orders are to be respected
and obeyed as coming from myself and signed by
my proper signature, and said Major Tatum is
charged with the disposition of the troops, left
for the safety of the camp. The fortification
will be prosecuted and as soon as Genl. White
reaches the place, all his troop will be occupied
in completing the fortification and the command
will devolve on Gen. White, who will conform to
the above order.....

Jackson Papers. -"The Adjutant Genl. will detail
a sargeant and twelve men daily as a Quarter

Masters Guard."

I hereby appoint John Allen Hospital Steward...

John Reid.
Jackson Papers. -Nashville, Tenn, To Genl Jack-
son.... I have purchased and forwarded for use

of the army under your command, 3101 pounds of
lead & 2222 pounds of powder- the powder, I am
of the opinion, you will find is of the best
quality. The medicine and Hospital stores as
per bill.... I found no difficulty in furnishing
every article except the butter § instead of

100 pounds, I could procure only 40 or 50 pounds.
I have forwarded as a compliment one cheese,
weighing 17 pounds for your private use....

W. B. Lewis

Jackson Correspondence. -There are several of

the wounded whose death would be inevitable if
moved....Departure to twodays if provisions did
not arrive....Yesterday as was expected 45 beeves
were brought into camp....I stated that informa-
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November 16, 1813

November 16, 1813

November 17, 1813

November 18, 1813

About
December 5, 1813

December 9, 1813

NOTE:

December 9, 1813

tion that could be relied on had been given

me that there were at Fort Deposit between

50000 and 60000 weight of meal and 266 barrels
of flours....that upwards of 100 hogs were on
the way which would be here tomorrow or the

day after at farthest and often stating to them
the impossibility of carrying on our baggage in
the consequence of having dispatched the waggons
for meal....

Parton. -109 volunteered to hold the fort.

Jackson Correspondence. -"...In the meantime
I shall with forces here go on with the fort-
ification I have begun, and continue to use
every exertion for the attainment of the ob-
jective of the expedition."

James. -Jackson yielded and started back. 12
miles met 150 beeves and 9 waggons of flour...

Parton. -Jackson met supplies, 150 beeves 12
miles on the road.

Parton. -Jackson went on to Fort Deposit and
found 200 pack horses and 40 waggons...

Jackson €Correspondence.-¥I"left 150 to compleat
and defend Fort Strother...

Waldo. -He now set out on his return to Fort
Strother, and was delighted to find the prog-
ress of the works, the industry that had been
used in his absence...

James. -Sunday night, 8PM, two small brass
cannon trained on the men....

.Jackson Correspondence. -Col. Martin in des-

cribing the mutiny, says, "About the usual

time for lying down, General Hall came to my
quarter...told me General Jackson had ordered
thebrigade to parade in fron of the fort"....

Parten. -Artillery of two cannon. Line of vol-
unteers stood along the western side of the
fort. Jackson triumphed.

Jackson correspondence from Nov. 4 to Dec. 1
is dated Camp Strother, and December corresp-
ondence is dated Fort Strother.

Jenkins.-Gen Hall to Jackson's tent...his whole
brigade in state of mutiny. Jackson ordered
officers and men of the 1st brigade to parade
on the west side of the fort and await further
orders. The artillery company with two small

pieces was posted in front and rear. The

SRR
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December 11,

December 12,

December 18,

December 25,

December 27,

December 10,

1813

1813

18153

1813

1813

1813

militia under the command of Col. Wynne were
placed on the'imminences in advance, were ordered
to prevent any forcible departure of the vol-
unteers. Jeneral Jackson rode along the line
and addressed them...threatened to light the
cannon. '

Reid and Eaton. -Same as Jenkins.
Jackson Papers. -Major Gen. Andrew Jackson
bought of Morgan and Smith:

1 'barrel Coffee 274 1bs .50 87.00

1 barrel Sugar 262 1bs .30 78.60

Jackson Papers. -John Shelby, Hospital Surgeon

Jackson Corresp.-...the fort which I erected at
this place and that which I erected at Deposit
will be of great value for the protection of
our future supplies; and I shall therefore keep
them up..

James. -Cocke of East Tennessee marched in
with 1450 troops.

Jackson Corresp.-Generals Cocke and White have
joined me today with 1450 of as fine looking
troops as you ever saw...We have a bountiful
supply of beef and pork, and expect after Genl

Cocke a further supply of one hundred odd beeves."

Parton. -Cocke arrived with 2000 men (now total
3000. Horse in Huntsville) Jackson kept 800 who
had 30 days to serve and sent 1200 to the set-
tlements.

Jackson Papers. -The stewart of the Hospittle
will issue 1 quart of spirits for the 51ck of
the 2 regt of Tennessee.

Jackson Papers. -Report of provisions at Fort
Strother Dec. 24, 1813, Genl Roberts brigade
having drawn for the 25th and 26 th.

3 smal and 3 large barrels of flour 1540

20 barrels of corn meal 2750
180 hogs A 234890
35 barrels of salt

Total 127770

The report of hogs and cattle is as correct as
can be ascertained by those who have care of
them....

John Dixon, Agt. for the contr.

Jackson Papers. -Leroy Pope and John Brahan
write from Huntsville, ..."To major Anthony.
Sir: Your favor of this date requesting us to




give a statement of supplies which will be in

our power to furnish the army under the comm-

and of General Jackson by the 20th of January
ensueing. With the present stock at headquarters
and what we are confident will be in our power

in a few days, we shall be able at least to fur-
2ish the following number of rations to Fort
Strother by the 20th of January if transport-
ation can be had from Fort Deposit viz

Meat Rations 260 000
Corn Meal do 40 000
200 barrels flour (say) 40 000
Whiskey - 64 000
Soap 60 000

Salt plenty
In addition to the above we have reason to
believe we shall be able to furnish from 500
to 1000 barrels of flour at Fort Deposit

December 30, 1813 Jackson Papers. -From Fort Deposit John Reid
writes to Jackson. "A great deal of meal and
flour here...the buildings in this place are
not sufficient for provisions on hand. Not
enough wagons. Fifty to one hundred bushels of ] i
meal not fit to send to Strother. Meal in ;
large garners spoils..." 3!

Col. Carrol writes from Huntsville that axes : :ﬂ
are not to be had...

The contractor will issue one barrel of flour
for use of the sick. John Allen Hosp Stewart

December 31, 1813 The contractor will issue 8 1bs. meal, 3 of : g‘
. beef for use of the sick. ‘ iF
John Allen Hosp Stewart

January 3, 1814 Jackson Papers.-Jackson Papers.-Genl Jackson, E
Fort Strother. Agreeable to your order this day j@

we have proceeded to inspect the cattle brought
here last night by Vincent Binnit (Quartermaster
agent from F. Armstrong) I be leave to report
that we found 113 head were adjudged good at350
pounds each § 43 unfit for use.

Chanler Levi, Wm Fillard, William Bradley

January 4, 1814 Parton. -600 militia marched homeward.

January 14, 1814 Jackson Papers.-The quartermaster will deliver
to Jim Fife, a friendly Indian, a blanket, as
pay for keeping three public horses.

Robert Searcy, Aide de Camp

V4
Parton. -800 €ocke's men marched homeward, ¥

James. -For a few hours Jackson had 130 men,




January 15, 1814

January 21,,1814

January 22, 1814

February 2, 1814

February 6, 1814

February 8, 1814

-~ February 13, 1814

including a cavalry company under Coffee. 800
recruits arrived.

Parton. -Jackson had at Strother 900 Taw re-
cruits.
James. -Jackson and his raw recruits bivouack-

ed at Emuckfaw Creek, 70 miles from Strother
and three miles from Horseshoe Bend.

Battle of Enotachopco near Horseshoe Bend.

Jackson Papers. - The Quartermaster Genl will
furnish these articles for use of the Hospital
as soon as practicable.

200 pounds Brown Sugar

100 pounds Coffee .

30 gallons wine, part of it can be procured
Shelby MD Surgeon Genl, Confirmed, A. Jackson

Parton. -39th Regiment of U, S. Infantry arrived
at Fort Strother. Soon arrive a part of Coffee's
old brigade of horse and a troop of dragoons

fron East Tennessee. Choctaw Indians also joined.
Before the end of February, Jackson was head of
an army of 5000. Accumulating 20 days rations

and complete preparations required six weeks and
to the middle of March.

Jackson Papers. -The issueing commissary will
give three gallons of whiskey to the Indians for
bringing a boat to its proper place.

A. Potter, Qm Gen.

Jackson Papers. -Fort Strother. To Messers Pope
& Brahan for Ward and Taylor. Gentlemen, The
enclosed estimate of rations on hand will show
you the state of provisions at this place. ...
that 52,000 of the meat rations are in the wood
and are consequently uncertain and doubtful, but
admitting the whole were here, they fall far
short of my requsitions....will make a move on
the 20th or 25th instant. I mug have a deposit
at this place of 30 days rations for 5000 men
before that day....Andrew Jackson

Jackson Papers. -The quartermaster general will
forthwith proceed to have 100,000 cartridges
shotted. Twenty boats as per description furnish-
ed by the superintendent of the artificersand
without delay have all arms in the armory put in
complete repair.

Andrew Jackson, Maj Genl

Jackson Papers. -To Major Bradley, Comdt Fort
Deposit. Sir: In my last order...isend on the
supplies of the 39th regt....you will therefore




February 16,

February 17,

February 21,

1814

1814

1814

send up his supplies as soon as possible... The
pork ought to be up as soon as possible unless
the superintending officer has it over smoke, in
that event it ought to be continued over good
smoke until his breadstuff is on- So soon as the
pork is sufficiently dried, that it will save
until it can reach hear send it on; You must
make every exertion to have on the supplies...
Andrew Jackson, Maj Genl

Jack. Corresp.-"... As soon as I can make a
movement, I will be compelled to transport my
provisions by water, to what is called the Three
islands on the Coosa-There I must make a deposit
of my provisions coming on.....This will on the
East of the Coosa perfectly secure my.rear.....
I hope by this time there is one hundred and
fifty waggons engaged on the different routes,
that from Ross s to Fort Armstrong and from
Deposit to this place...."

Jack. Corresp.(Fort Strother)...."I have ardered
my mounted men in the rear to advance down
Cohauba scour as low as an east course will
strike the old coosa towns, and up to this
place.....I shall have twenty boats in the water
here by the 20th and 25th, I expect from 10 to

15 well loaded down the coosa from Fort Armstring
and new Deposit on the conetrauga. I expect em-
ployed on the two routs 160 waggons. I have
labouring on the different routs five hundred

men repairing opening and bridging the large
creeks, that has delayed the passage of the waggons
this number of waggons will soon bring up the
supples, as soon as they are in motion and the
roads are repaired I shall have all my fixed
ammunition ready if a supply of cartridge paper
can be got up in time..."

Parton Vol. I.-....now were put forth on every
hand, the the most prodigious effort to collect
the requisite supples..... The difficulty of for-
warding supplies may be inferred from the fact,
that over many -forest roads at that wet season,
four horses could with difficulty draw four
barrels of flour, Jackson set 500 men at work
improving the road between his depot at Fort
Deposit and his camp at Fort Strother. He pro-
hibited the transposrtation of whiskey and every
other article not strictly indespensible, and
sent strong guards with each wagon train to
assist the teamsters. Yet, with all their ef-
forts, it required seven days for a wagon train




February 21,

February 23,

1814

1814

to perform one journey, between the two posts;

and not one wagon succeeded in bringing more than
eight barrels of flours or 1600 pounds of pork. '
The troops not thus employed was engaged, mean-
while, in constructing boats in which to convey
supplies for the projected expedition down. the
Coosa..... All the wounded, the sick, and the
invalids.

Parton Vol I.-Jackson letter..."I am exerting
every nerve to get up the supplies, to make a
Sspeedy movement. The incessant rains and high
water has prevented the passage of my supplies,
and the want of axes has delayed the bridging

of the creeks, and the want of hemp has delayed
the completion of the boats. I just learned that
the hemp is on the way. I expected it up a week
ago. I made a requisition of 2000 1bs of good
powder, & 4000 1bs lead, it is on ‘the way, thirty
days' provisions with the requisition of powder
and lead, and I will with the continuation of

the smiles of heaven to move with vigor and termi-
nate the war in that time."

i
Jackson Papers.-Fort Strother, To Major James 1
Baxter, "A few days since was delivered from your ;
department 154 hogs and the drivers went off be-
fore I knew it or I sheuld have wrote you. I
learn this evening from a letter recd from Major
Clark, that you were forwarding 80 bbls meal,
first intended for this place, that afterwards
it was discovered to be injured & that you had
directed him not to forward it. Major Clark
writes me he has boats ready for corking that
will bring to this place 600 bbls of flour and
meal. Could you push on from that-place 600 bbls
flour and good meal on the receipt of the informa--
tion that it was on the way or 400 and prospects i
of 200 following speedily after I would order i
up the army to commence active operations and de- 0
pend upon your exertions for the balance. With i
the exertions of Jack Hutchings, whom I have pre- ;
vailed on to and did aid the quartermaster depart-
ment. He reached me last evening at 3 oclock,
had a house half bule finished and covered in
before he went to bed, and thereby saves 20,000
rations of meat that the inclement rains of last
night, today and tonight would have ruined. He ;
left me this morning at 9 oclock to hasten up the i
supplies. You and him I know can keep me supplied
and I will move as soon as you can advise me that f
supplies from wing of the army. .. Lord's sake
send..... with certainty reach Fort Armstrong from
then thither they can be brought in 30 hrs.

Andrew Jackson Maj Genl




March 1,

February 28,

1814

1814

ebruary 28, 1814 Jack Corresp.- Jackson writing from Strother

to Carroll..... leaving the powder that may be _
there carefully stored, bringing with him every
pound of lead that can be had, to the amount of
4,000 pounds....I have a bountiful supply of
powder, but want lead, every pound that can be
brought up must be.........

Jackson Papers.- Fort Strother. To Major James
Baxter. Yours of the 22nd inst...... Bacon 1is
the main thing. It saves carriage and health of

the troops, half a pound is a good ration and
the contractor having failedmst pay for it. The
loss of fresh pork must be great when we start
our army. They will be lost and the difficulty
of driving and cleaning will be immense, but
meat you must have.........

Andrew Jackson, Maj Genl

Jackson Papers.-.... My boats have been ready for
corking for several days and my hemp delayed

by high water. The Coosa is many feet higher
than it has been in several years.

Jackson Papers.- Fort Strother. To Maj Gen
Thomas Pinckney Sir.... My quartermaster
advises me that there are 150 waggons that will
be on two routes. This transportation will af-
ford me a sufficient supply of breadstuff and my
meat must be brought on foot..... the agents have
none salted, the season is too far advanced to
depend on salting now and my whole dependence
must be on fresh beef and pork until I can reach
the supply of beef cattle to be brought by the
Quartermaster. They are now thin but will im-
prove with the grazing..... '
Respectfully, Andrew Jackson, Maj Genl

Jackson Papers.- Huntsville Ala. to Gen Jackson.
Dear Sir.... left Fort Strother I met some pack
horses with hemp, say a part, the other in waggons
about twenty miles from Camp Deposit.

On the subject of powder and lead I have only to
state that one of the waggons on the road there
was 1,300 hundred wt of powder, as to the lead I
am not able to to give you a correct account as
there is some on the road and some at this place.
There is about 6,000 musket flints on the way
and a further supply of 2,000 coming from Nash-
ville. As to waggons I pass on the way from Fort
Strother or Camp deposit about 40, between Camp
Deposit and Huntsville say six, a number of them
waiting here for shoeing horses, and other
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repairing. These waggons I will hurry on 2?77?77
which will bring the breadstuff that is at Camp
Deposit not quite 400 bbls of Flour. There is
expected a further supply of say 200 bbls--on the
subject of pack horses-by information from the
N men of Major Brooly there is about the same num-
’ ber that is fit for the roads- But there appears
to be a deficiency of pack saddles. I could mus-
ter on 25 in number and them wanting cruppers
and lashing rope.

I saw. a number of horse shoes in the quarter-
master store at Fort Strother. If you on inquiry
find that they will not be wanting them there

it will be well to send them to Camp D. in order
that the waggons horses should not be detained

for the want of shoes. Major Haskell has sent
on 500 wt of iron to be divided between the
Fort....

Respt yours, Major I Hutchings

March 2, 1814 Jackson Papers.- From Fort Deposit to Gen Jackson.
Dear Genl, The contractor have just sent up
4000 1bs of nice cured bacon to this place, and
I have ordered Col Pope to put it in one half
pound to the ration and the men appear to be very
satisfied about it...... The men contend for
3/4 of a pound.....

I R. Atkins, Agent of the contractors.

March 2, 1814 Jackson Corresp. - The topographer will furnish
each General of Brigade, and Col Williams with
the plan of encampment and line of march agree-
able to the foregoing order.

‘March 12, 1814 Jackson Papers.- From Fort Deposit to Genl Jack-
son. I came to this place last evening, Have y
been detained by high waters..... On hand here :
.564 barrels of Flour and 80 barrels kiln dried
meal, total 644 barrels...... and in boats 454
barrels in addition to the above. There was
last night in pen here 152 steers....in the night
broke out, this morning about half have been
found....also & Thompson's between 60 and 70
steers that have been driven from the lower part
of the Cherokee nation. Both of these will be j
Seént on tomorrow morning...... John Coffee

March 14, 1814 Jackson Papers.- Fort Strother. Report of flour
on hand. 276 barrels Flour ea 174 rations 48,024
To Genl Jackson, John P. Hickman Gen Contractor

Jackson Papers.- Report of flour recieved Fort Jﬁ
Strother this day since my last report of flour B




March

15,

15,

16,

17,

Pork
Flour

érch 14, 1814

1814

1814

1814

1814

on hand.
53 barrels x 174 rations 9222 rations
P. Hickman Agent Contractor

Jackson Papers.- Fort Strother. Report of flour
on hand. on this the 13th day of March, 1814
275 barrels flour ea. 174 rations 48,024 .

To Gen Jackson, Thos Ricman ? agent of contractors

Jackson Papers.- Return of provisions on hand on-
March 13, 1814 at Camp Hamilton committed to the
Q.M. 39th Infantry.

Bbls 1bs No. No.
Flour Rations Days Men Remarks
14000 ' 18666 32 574 Generally good
32928 29269 51 574 Not examined
Guy Smith Q.M. 39th Regt US Inf
Basset.- John Woods executed.
Jackson Correp.- From Fort Strother..."I shall

leave 450 men at this place, to defend the fort,
guard and bring up supplies and push them on to
the next Deposit. This will be established at
the mouth of cedar creek (Fort Williams)...a part
of my troops are crossing the river today on their
march...I have ordered the line of march to be
taken up at 12 oclock with seven days bread ra-
tions and two meat..... and owing to the badness
of the roads and my having thirty miles of the
road to cut, I do not calculate on arriving at

my first point of destination in less than six
days...... Maj Gen Andrew Jackson

Bassett.- Jackson lead 3000 of the newly collected
forces southward along the larks of the Coosa
thirty miles to establish Fort Williams. Sixty
miles from Fort Williams to Horseshoe Bend.

James.- Jackson had asked for 5000 men. He got
them hastily raised and poorly equipped.

Fort Strother. On weighing and taking account of
the Bacon and dried Beef intended to go on board
the boats we find the results as follows, viz
23 096 1bs of smocaked Bacon
5§ 396 1bs of dried Beef
Hugh Kerr Act Cont Agent

Fort Williams. To Genl Jackson. I arrived at
This place last evening....forwarding on the pro-
visions at this place to your army. By the boats

commanded by Major Martin I sent 15 271 ? Bacon,
1732 ? Beef, four B Salt, 303 bbls of breadstuff
(§ three bbls of whiskey which came down from
Fort Armstrong....... I leave at this place upwards
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March 22

March 24

March 27
April 1,

April 4,

3

2

¥

1814

1814

1814
1814

1814

April 6, 1814

April 6,

1814

of 200 head of beef cattle, they are generally
poore, but the range is good § they will be fat
to feed the troops...I shall start to Fort
Strother early in the morning § forward on all
the provisions that have arrived at that place.
The boats built on the plan which I recommended
when I ??? to answer the valuable purpose .and
will do away with the necessity of having any
waggons on this side of the Coosa. I have yet
at Deposit 500 B fl6ur & some corn meal § I think
we shall be able to feed you unless means of
transporatation fail...... Jno Richardson

Jackson Coresp.- To Thomas Pinckney. Fronm
"Fort Williams 59 miles below Fort Strother"
Sir, I reaches this place in safety on the
forenoon yesterday..... Andrew Jackson

Jack Corrsp.- ...I took up the line of march
from this place (Fort Williams) on the 20th
instant, and having opened a passage of fifty
two and a half miles over the ridges which di-
vide the waters of the two rivers....(arrived
H.S.Bend)...on the morning of the 27th......

James .= Jackson arrived at Horseshoe Bend.
Parton.- Five days march Horseshoe B. to arrive
Fort Will.
Jackson Papers.- Fort Strother. To Maj Genl
Andrew Jack. ..... I have started 34 waggons
from the other bank of the Coosa this morning
loaded with- 132 barles of fldéwer & 13902 of
Bacon and one loaded with ammunition....balance
of my men is all engaged loading waggons except
what is about bilding peranges and bots and
loading.......

Robert Steele C.C. of F. Strother

Jackson Papers.- Fort Williams. Sgt Barrett and
his company will take charge of the waggons and
act as a guard to them to Fort Strother, form
which place they will act as a waggon guard to
Fort Deposit and continue to perform the duty
until the 18th instant at which time you will
give each man an honorable discharge. The men
will be entitled to one days pay and rations for
every 15 miles travelling from Deposit home. 1In
leaving the service you go with the thanks and
good wishes of your General and for

Parton.- Jackson and his men rested for five days
at Fort Williams and on April 6th set out on
march through pathless wilderness..... each man
carrying 8 days provisions on his back.

s am,



pril 15, 1814

pril 20, 1814

pril 21, 1814

April 24, 1814

.
. April 25, 1814

April 25, 1814

May 1, 1814

Parton.- Approximate time of arrival at Holy
Ground. There Jackson established Fort Jackson
on the site of o0ld Fort Toulouse at the con=
fluence of the Coosa and Tallapoosa rivers.

Parton.- General Pinckney arrived at Fort Jackson
év%

Parton.- General Jackson marched with his troops
toward FortiWilliams

Parton.- General Jackson arrived at Fort Williams

Jackson Papers.- From Fort Strother to Brig. Genl
Thomas Johnson (now at Fort Williams ) Sir, You
will receive by Ensign McGhee one large boat loaded
as follows; One hundred § sixty seven barrles of
breadstuff; eleven barrels Bacon & eleven hundred

& seventy eight whole pieces of Bacon, five pieces
castings § one axe. Théboat and loading all landed
here this morning from Fort Armstrong. TheT is
another small boat expected this day or tomorrow
from Fort Armstrong loaded principal with bread-

stuff. Several waggons expected in today or tom-

orrow from Fort Deposit loaded with flour and
Bacon. We have here on hand about fifty or sixty
barrels of Bread stuffs and about 1000 1bs of
Bacon. I started on yeSterday 249 head of Hogs;
there appears from every information I can get
that the army will be supplied...(men want to
leave to make a crop when their time is up on the
28 th instant)... I have understood from Dr. Pun-
chard that he has a great inclination to continue
in service five or six month longer in case there
is a vacancy for him and he is willing to be sta-
tioned at any of the post that is necessary to be
kept up as Hospital Surgeon or Hospital. Surgeon's
mate he is a young man. Further strict attention
he has paid to my regiment § to Hospital at this
place. Merrets attention....Obt Servant Robt
Steele. C.C. of Fort Strother

Jackson Corresp. -Jackson from Fort Williams.
"...For the defence of the posts and to keep up
the line of communication, I shall leave 400 men

at this place, 250 at Fort Strother, 75 at Fort
Armstrong, and Capt Hammonds company of ranger

at Fort Deposit, under command of proper officers.
....the remainder of my troops to Tennessee and
discharge them. After which I must no longer be
considered accountable for the manner in which the
posts are maintained...."

Jackson Papers. -Letters and orders of this date
show Coffee and Jackson are both at Fort Strother
this day, enroute to Tennessee.

N
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3s meant that considerable space was oécupied by 1,000 horses. On

e journey to Strother the whole troop took in. their bags a half-bu-
el of shelled corn for the journey. On arrival at Fort Strother and
jl1e idle the hourses would graze but in January and February, the
azing would require a corn supplement and on the march to Horseshoe
nd they would again carry at least 500 bushels of corn in their bags.
re would have to bz transported on pack horses or in wagons for that
rch. It is likely that the Third Brigade camp had at least three log
rn cribs 12' X 14' holding 1,000 bushels of corn each, General Jack-
n was determined to have a three week supply of everything before
ving down the Coosa. That would require 1,500 bu. and a corn supple-
nt for idle horses: for two months would require 1,500 bu. to make a
pimum of 3,000 bushels. ‘

pbout March 1, 1814, there were 150 four-horse wagons engaged on four-
day (one way) trips to Fort Deposit and Fort Armstrong. Apparently one-
forth or at least 37 wagons and 148 horses must have been at Fort
Sstrother every day. One mention of 200 pack horses being at Fort Dep-
psit would indicate the probility of 50 pack horses being at Fort
strother every day. The cavalry horses, the wagon horses and the pack
horses would make a total minimum horse population at Fort Strother of
ibout 1,200 animals.

lhe wagons would require a large wagon yard and several, say four, black-
smith shops. A blacksmith shop could operate in the open, without a

roof but due to prevalent rains recorded it is likely that they were

mder shingle-roof sheds about 10' X 12' without walls. The replace-
tent of worn and lost horse shoes, the repair of wagons new wheels, new
:ires, broken boxes, axles and tongues made blacksmith shops very busy
'laces and indespensible to the whole operation. The wagon and pack
orses would require a large corral, at least one corn crib 12' X 14°',

nd some pasturage if possible.

t is likely that each company of mounted men had a blacksmith and a

hop in their camp to shoe the horses of their company. Each company
ould seek grazing for its horses and drive their horses to such pastur-,
ge. All grass land within several miles of the fort would be used.

ne historiamwrites that some pasturage was found across the Coosa from
he fort.

he waterfrom on the Coosa was a busy place. Wharves would be const-
ucted with lods. On February 8, 1814, General Jackson ordered the
uilding of twenty boats as per description furnished by his superen-
endent of artificers. They must be ready when he moved down the Coosa
0 establish Fort Williams to transport as many provisions by water as
0ssible. We do not know the size of the twenty boats but those arriv-
ng at Fort Williams on March 16, 1814 carried 15,271 pounds of bacon,
5732 pounds of beef, four barrels of salt, 303 barrels of breadstuff,
1d three barrels of whiskey. A total of at least 77,000 pounds.

*neral Jackson apparently had skilled shipwrights at Fort Strother and
: fort Armstrong. His shipwrights and ship commanders would be men of
iIch experience on the Tennessee River. One large boat commanded by
1sign McGhee landed at Fort Strother and was forwarded to Fort Williams
lth the following cargo:

167 barrels of flour 192 32,064 pounds

11 " of bacon 100 2,200 "




stores included a coopers' adze. Fort Strother must have had a cooper-
age shop to repair and replace damaged and broken barrels. Hauling by
wagon and boat of heavily loaded barrels would cause much replacement and
repair. It seems that a 12' X 14°" building would be adequate for the
cooperage shop.

The volunteers ‘of Jackson's army, frontier woodsmen and farmers came
with their own clothes, guns and shoes. They came with muskets rifles
and shotguns. On November 7, 1813 General Jackson ordered the generals
of each brigade to report to him the number of cartridges and rounds of
ammunition in the possession of each man (3000) and arms fit for duty.

A contractor reported he was sending 2,222 pounds of powder of the best
quality. This would be about twenty-five 87 1b. kegs. Powder requires
special care and must have dry storage. Possibly a log blockhouse 12'X
12" was erected within the picketing, and somewhat isolated from the
other buildings, to store powder which probably never exceeded 5,300 1b.
or about 60 kegs.

General Jackson mentioned his armory. 3,101 1bs of lead arrived in Nov-
ember, 1813. The inventory of lead reached about 6,500 1bs by March
1814. Lead was in the form of shot, cartridges, small bars and pigs.
This would be stored in the armory. The armory had an inventory that
included cartridge paper, more than 6,000 musket flints, muskets, shot-
guns, rifles, rifle barrels, and musket barrels.

On February 8, 1814, 100,000 cartridges were ordered shotted and all
arms in the armory were to be put in complete repair. The repair of
artillery was no problem for they had only two small cannon, but the
armory was a busy place. It must have employed several artificers in
the repair of the defective or damaged guns of the 3,500 to 4,000 armed
men. The armory building would likely require two log buildings about

12" X 127,

A review of the small amount of food issued the hespital seems to ind-
icate a very small hospital population. General Jackson $ent the sick
and wounded to the settlements as soon as possible. A doctor reported
the care of many of his men in Huntsville. On Nov. 10, 1813, the 87
men wounded at Talladega and brought back to--Strother and the numerous
sick that he had left at the fort when he marched to Talladega would be
possibly the largest number in the hospital unless there were more when
about April 10, 1814 the 157 men wounded at Horseshoe Bend arrived at
Strother. Measels was mentioned at Fort Deposit.but not at Strother.
However if measels did break out the hospital was a busy place. 1In Nov-
ember or April most of the sick and wourded could have been made very
comfortable in tents. However there must have been log hospital build-
ings surrounded by tents. Even 100 hospital inmates would require con-
siderable space. A room 15' X 15' would accomodate only 8 cots or
pallets. A series of eight such rooms, separate buildings, or connect-
ed under one roof, would provide a surgeon's room, a kitchen, and about
50 beds. Adjacent to these log buildings twenty-five tents with two

beds would provide 50 beds.

The records indicate that on November 7, 1813, there were 1,000 mounted
men~at Fort Strother meaning that there were at least 1,000 horses
there. In Decemb:r General Jackson sent them to Huntsville to find

food for man and horse. Apparently they returned about January 6, 1814.



m 3 P.M. to.bedtime gnd thereby saving 10,000 pounds of meat from
oiling by rain. Housing to protect 64,000 1bs would require at least

280 square feet of space. This could be done with sisx log houses
proximately 14' X 14°'.

1t was necessary in preserving meat and every soldier and live animal
st have some salt daily. Indications are that the inventory of salt

s about 40 barrels!. This storage, and it must be dry, would require
other building 14' X 14°',

cords of arrival and inventory indicate that the stock of breadstuffs
Fort Strother varied. There were 26 barrels of flour on hand Dec. 25
13, 649 barrels on March 13, 1814, and 279 barrels on June 30, 1814.
doubtedly breadstuff had to be housed. The storage had to be dry.

uch spoilage is recorded. This was likely caused by rain and poorly
otected wagon transportation and shipping on the river. A minimum of
20 square feet of space, say three log buildings 12' X 20' would be
equired for flour. Indications of a inventory of 60 barrels of corn

1 would require another building 12' X 20°'.

‘requsition for 64,000 rations of whiskey, the indicated need of

,000 gallons per week for 5,000 men, the issues of wine and whiskey
ecorded, and the stock on hand on June 30, 1814 of 26 barrels of
hiskey would apparently necessitate a building for storage and issue
f spirits. The Quartermaster would likely see that it was locked and

ell guarded. A building of 144 square feet or 12' X 12' would seem
to suffice.

quartermaster store is mentioned in a report of an officer. Records
dicate that the stock of this store would include the following

ems. At least 300 yards of country linen, sewing thread, blankets,
edles, buttons, hundreds of pieces of tin-ware (pots, pans, etc.)
wter plates, knives, forks, spoons, brass kettles, iron kettles, (to
nder lard) stationery, common paper, ink powder, sugar in 262 1b.
rrels, coffee in 274 1b barrels (no indication of prevalent use of
toffee) 1,500 1bs of soap, at least 1,000 1bs of nails including horse-
shoe nails, 1,000 1bs of bar iron, (wagon ties) 93 castings, (wheel

Xeés and axle repair of wagons) many horse collars and pads, dozens

of hames, dozens of trace chains, wagon harness, pack saddles, cruppers,
Tepair leather, coils of rope, and coils of cable rope. This would
Tequire a relatively large building, say 20' X 60°'.

Ihere were so many tools that it was likely that the quartermaster had

4 tool house, say 14' X 14' with a man in charge to receive and issue
tools. The inventory would include broad axes, falling axes, fronies
for splitting shakes (shingles), drawing knives, dozens of large and
Small chisels, iron wedges, crosscut saws, handsaws, crosscut saw
bandles, dozens of foot adze and coopers adze, hook and gams, cant hooks
*Taces, dozens of bits, over 100 augers and quarter augers, caulking,
"aulking chisels, grindstones, mill pecks, mattocks, grubbing hoes,
Toad hoes, spades, shovels, blacksmith tools including bellows, anvil,
ans and at least one complete set, Files, including crosscut, hand-

‘8w, half-round, flat, hoof rasp, and wood rasp were stocked by the
;‘DZSHS .

b

't is apparent that almost all provisions were shipped in barrels and
'8gs. Coopers were skilled artisans. An inventory of quartermaster
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SUMMARY AND SOME CONCLUSIONS
June 30, 1968

The summary of the foregiong will not include a description of the
Creek campaign but will be confined largely to a description of Fort
Strother. General Andrew Jackson arrived at the Ten Islands on the
Coosa River on Movember 1, 1813, with 3000 men, including 1000 caval-
ry and mounted riflemen. He began immediately the construction of a
fort "with strong pickets and blockhouses'. Three thousand men, all
frontier woodsmen and farmers, all familiar with axe and adze, could
cut many-trees, erect picketing, and build several blockhouses in a
short while. General Jackson reported that by sunset on November 7,
work was well advanced. On that.day three parade grounds were ready
for use and were used, one by 600 men, one by 1400 men and the third
by 1000 mounted men. Records, letters and orders indicate that the
officers and men resided in tents and did not build houses and huts
for themselves. -

The forces dwindled to 130 men on Jan. 14, 1814. General Jackson had

consistant trouble in the procuring of provisions and supplies but

in spite of lack of men and supplies, he ordered, '"the fortification

will be prosecuted". He wrote,"the fort I have erected at this place
..will be of great value for the reception and protection of our

future supplies."

Let us now examine the elements vital to an army that would determine
the size and characteristics of the fort was their base of operation
for a military campaign. These elements would include meat, bread-
stuffs, guns, ammunition, hospital supplies, miscellaneous supplies,
horses, wagons, cooperage, and boats. Let us consider meat first.
For their meat in 1813 an army depended on live beef, dried beef,
live pork, salt pork, and bacon. In pork the stated preferance was
bacon. Driving the hogs and the butchering of them was time consum-
ing and the loss of strays in the woods was great. Records of arriv-
als and inventory indicate that the hog and cattle population of Fort
Strother varied from 100 hogs and 150 beeves in November, 1813 to
approximately 400 hogs and 400 beeves on about March 15, 1814. Some
records indicate that cattle arrived poor but would fatten good on the
grazing. It is likely that the cattle were tended by mounted cowboys
(an appellation of later years) and were driven to nearby '‘meadows and
open land for grazing. The hogs would be tended by drovers on foot.
~They would be driven to the hardwood froests if available, for hogs
could flourish on acorns, roots and herbs.

However there would be a bullock pen and a hog pemn, some distance
from the camp because of odor, where the livestock could be fattened
a few days before killing. These pens and the butchering facilities
would occupy at least one acre and have a barn or corn crib and space
to cut and prepare meat with protection from the rain. It seems that
a log corn crib of say 12' X 14' and a butcher house of like size

would be necessary.

Records of arrivals and inventory indicate that there was on hand at
Fort Strother on March 16, 1814, 64,000 pounds of salt pork, bacon

and dried beef. At 1600 lbs per wagon this would be 40 wagon loads.
This meat had to be protected from the rain. On Feb, 13, 1814, Gen-
€ral Jackson wrote of Jack Hutchings finishing and covering a house

i P e PR A TN et



A\

THE WEEKLY REGISTER—EVENTS8 OF THR WAR

427 .

exagrerated stutements have been publisled, con-
sisted, when it joined the army last fill, of wbout
550~—instead of B0O.  And now consists of about
400, Tie statement, therefore, of 600 having been
swept away by a fl:su-uctive maludy, &e. is neurly
43 from the tnoh. '

Copy of alctier frnm generul Jucksan, of the Peunen.

sce voluitecrs to gencral Pinckuen.
Heud-Quarters, Fort Struther, Jan. 29,

Muj. tsen. Thos. Pinckner,

Sin, Uhad the honor of informing you in a letter
of the 3lst ultdforwurled by Mr. M‘Candles fex-
press] of an excursion I contemplated muking suill
further into the- enemy’s country, with the new rais-
ed volunteers trom Tennessee. | had ordered those
troops to forim & junction with me on the Y inst.
but they did notarrive until the 14:h.  Their num-
ber, including officers, was sbout 8.1 ; aml on the
15th U murched them across the river 1o graze their
horses. O the next day 1 followed “with the re-
mainder of my force, consisting of the artillery
company, with one 6 pounder, vie company of in-
funtry of 48 men, two cunpanies of spies, command.
ed by cptuins Gordon and Ruasel, of whout 30 men
each, and a company of volunteer officers, heuded
by generul Cuftee, who hud been abandoned by his
men, and wiis still remained in the fichl awaiting
the order of the government ; muking my force ex-
clusive of indians, 930.

The motives which influenced me to penetrate
still further into the enemy’s country, with this
force, were muny aind urgent. The term of service
of the new raised volunteers was short, and a consi-
derabie part of it was expired ; they were expensive
to the gpovernnient, und were full of ardor to meet
the enemy “I'he ill effects of keeping soldiers of
this description long stationary and idie, Thad been
made to feel but too semible alrendy—other cunses
concirred to make such a movement not only jus.
tifiable hut ubsolutely necessary. 1 had received
# letwer fron captain M*Alpin of the3th instant,
who commanded at Fort Armstrong in the absence
of colunel Snodgrass, informing me that 14 or 15
towns of the enemy, situnted on the wuters of
the Tullapoosa, were about uniting their forces and
attacking that place, which had bren lefl in a very
feeble stute of defence.  You had in your lefter of
the 24th ult. informed me that gencial Floyd was
ahout to muke o movement to the Tullapoosu near
its junction with the Cousce; and in the sume lot-
ter hind recommended temporary excursions against
sich of the enemy’s towns or settlements as might
be within siriking distance, as well to prevent my
men from becomimg discontenterd us to hurrass the
encmy.  Your idous corresponded exactly with my
own, and I was Lappy in the opportunity of keeping
my men engupred, distressing the enemy, und at the
same time nuking « diversion to fucilitate the opu-
vations of peneral Floyd.

Determined hy these und other cansirerations, I
took up the line af murch on the 170 inst. and on
the nightof the 18th encamped at Talledega Fdrt,
where I wius joined by between 2 and 300 friendly
indians 1 65 of whum were Cherokees, the balance
Crecks.  Mere Lreceived your letter of the 9th jnst.
stating that pencral Floyd was expected to make u
movement from Cowetau the next duy, and that in
18 duys thereatier he would establish s firm position
at Tuckabotehice; und also a letter fiom coloncl
Snodgrass, who hud retumed to Fort Avmstrong,
infurming e thit an attack was ntended soon to
be mude on that Fort by 6.0 oi' the enemv., If 1
could huve Lesitated befure, | eonld now hesitate no

from Ncw Yorcau, Oukfinkee and Ufauley towns,
and were concentrated i the bend of the Tallapoao-
sa, near the mouth of the ervel called Emucfau, on
an island below New Yorcau, :

On the moruing of the 29th vour letter of the 10th
inst. forwarded by Mr. M<Candles, resched me st
the Hillabee Creek, wnd that wigha 1 encatiped ut
Entochapco, & small Hillubee villuge shout twelve
miles frum Emuckfau.  Here [ begun w perceive
very phuinly how hule knowledge wy spies had of
the country, of the situation of e cn'em.\', ar of the
distance I was from them, The insubordination of
the new wrops wnd the want of skill in most of their
officers; also became more and mare appuarvent. But
ther ardor to meet the enctiy was not diminisifed ;
and I had a sure reliance upon the guards ; and a
compuny of old voluntecr oflicers, wnd upon the
spies, it all wbout 125, My wishes wind my duty re-
mauined united, and 1 wus determined o eflect, it
possible, the objects fur which the excursion lud
been principally undertaken,

On thie niorning of the 21st, T muvched from Eno.
taichopceo, as dircet us T eould for the bend of the
Tullapooss, and ubout 2 o’clock, 1. M. my spics
having discovered two of the ey, endesvored ta
catch them but failed.  In the evening | fell in upon
a koge trail, which led to x new road, much beaten
and Jately travelled.  Knowing that 1 must have ar.
rived within the neighborhood of astrong foree, and
it being lute in the duy, 1 determined to encamp, umd
reconnuitre the country in the night. I chose the
best scite the country would sdniit, encamped in »
livllow square, sent out Iny spics and picquets,
doubled my centinels and made the necessarv ar.
rangements before durk, for g night attack. .\ bout
10 o’cluck at night, vne of the pickets fired at three
of the cnemy and killed one, but e was not foind
until the next day. At 11 o'cluck, the spies whom 1
had sent out returned with the informution, tha
there were & large (ucampment of indiany st the
distance of about three miles, who from theie whoops-
ing and dancing secmed to be apprized ot our ap.
prouch.  One of these spies, un Indian in whony
hud great econfidence, assured me that they were
carrying off' their women and ehildven, and that the
wrrriors would cither muke theip escupe or uttuck
me befure duy. Neing preparcd at wll points, no-
thing remuined to be dune hut await e wpproen,
il they medituted an wttack, op o pe iy rendiness, it
they did not, to pursue and attuck them at day Laht.
While we were n this stete of readinesy, the enenn
about 6 o'cloek in the morning comuenced a vigar-
ous attack on my left flunk, which was vigurously
et 3 the sction continied o rge on my eft Hunk,
and on the Jefu of my rear for abowt half an honr
The brave general Coflee, with enfonel sittler, the
adjutunt-gencral, and calonel Carrall, the inspector-
generdl, the moment the firing commienced, motm-
ed their horses and mepaired 0 the line, encournging
and animating the men to the perfurmanee of ther
duty. 8o soun ga it becamee light chough to pursuc,
the left wing having sustained the heat of the .
ton and being somewhat weskened, wus reinforecd
by captain Ferrill's compuny of infantry, and wi .
ordered and led on to the clige by generud Colle
who wus well supported by cofonel Higgins and
und the inspector-gencral, und by all the eflicers and
privates wwho cnn:jmacd that line.  T'lic enemy wi
completely ronted at every puint, and the frindi
indizns Joining in the pursuit, they were chuse
about two miles with great slaughter

‘The chare being aver, 1 immedintely letachi.
generad Coflee With 400 mien wnd all the man torg-
w burn their encxmpirent; but it way suid by some

langer. Dreeclved 1o lose no time in mv':lin‘g this
fom o lie v 2o Lo Bavs ey rotliered

o he fopsified Tordescd Bl o 4, Aet
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* commencing a return, which, having to them the ap-

8% 1o MLoALT REU0on—DATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1811

attack it, natil the artillery enuld ba sent forward to
reduce it. Ou viewing the encampment and jts
stoength, the general thought it most prudent to
return to my encampment and guard the artillery
thither. The wisdom of this step was scon discovercd
—in halt an hour after his return to camp, 2 consi-
derable force of the enemy made ity appearance on
u}y right lank,und commenced a brisk fireon a party
ef men who had been on picket gaard the night
before, and were then in search of the indinns { iey.
hzd fived apon, some of whom they balieve had been
killed. General Coffes immadiately requested ine to
let him take 200 men and tien their left flank,
which I accordingly ordesed; but, through some
mistake, which Idit.(not then aliscrve, not more thun
fifty-four followed him, among whom were the old
voluntesr officers,  With tliese, however, he imme.
diately commencud wi attack on the left #ank of the
enemy; 4t which time T ordered 200 of the friendly
indians to full in upon the right flank of the enemy,
and co-operate with the general. ‘T'his order, was
promptly obeyad, and in the moment of its execution-
what T expected was realized. The enemy hud in-
tended the attack on the right as = feint,” and, ex.
pecting to direct all my attention thither, mesnt to
attack me again and with their main force on the
left fank, which they had hoped o find weskencd
and in disordesr—they were disappointed. I had or-
dered the left flank to remain firm to its pluce, and
the moment the'alarm gun was heard in that quar-.
ter, I repairsd thither, and ordered captain Ferrill,!
pert of my reserve, to support it. The whole line met;
the approach of the enemy with astonishing intrepi.{
dity, and having given a few fives, they forthwith'

charged with greut vigor—The eftect was immadiate |
and inevitable. The enemy fled with precipitation,!

and were pursued to a consideruble distance, by the
left flank and the friendly indians, with a galling and

destructive fire.. Colonel Carroll, who ordered the!
charge, led on the pursuit, «nd colonel Higgins aml)

his regiment again distinguished themselves.

In the mean time general Coftee ways contending
with a superior force ot'the cnemy. The indians who,
1 had ovdered to his support, and who had set out:
for the purpose, hearing the firing on the left had:
veturned to that quarter, and when the enemy were |
routed there entered into the chase. That being
now over, I forthwith ordered Jim Fife, who w;w.!
one of the principal commanders of the friendly|
Creeks, with one hundred of his warriors, to execute!
my first order; so soon as he reached general Coffee,!
the charge was made and the enemy routed: theyl
were pursued about three miles, and forty-five of!
them skin, who were found. General Coffee wasl
wounded in the bady, and hiy aid.de-camp, A. Do-
naldson, killed, togrether with three others. Having,
brought in and buried the deud, and dressed the
wounded, I ordered my camp to he fortified, to be
the better prepared to repel auy attack which might
be made in the night; determined tv cummence a-
~eturn march to fort Strather the fullowing day.,
Many causes concurred to muke such a measure ne-
cessary, as I had not set out prepared or with a view
to make a permanent establishment, I cons»dered-’
it worse than useless to advance and destroy an
empty encampment.

I had indeed, hoped to have met tlie enemy there,
but having met and beaten them a little soouer, I
did not think it necessary or prudent to proceed)
any further: not necessary, because I had accom-,
plished all T could expect to effect by marching to
their encampment; and because if it wus proper to
contend with and weaken their furces still farther,
this object would be more certainly attained by

jpearance of a retreat, would inspire them to PrEae
me.  Not prudent, bezause of the number of e
wounded; of the reinforcementa fram helow, alich,
the enciny might be expecled to receives of G-
stuving condition of my Lovses, they havieg had
neither corn nor cane fur two davs wnd nigihia; of
the scarcity of supplics for mv mer, the indizey wh
‘Lnined me_ at Talledaga h:x'."ing drawn none, and
eing wholly destitute’; and hecaune, if the oncni-:
pursued me, as it wis likely they would, the diver.
sion in favor of geneenl Flovd would ha the moi~
ccmp}cte end effectual. Inffuenced iy these consi-
derationy, I commenced my retura mareh at halt
after ten on the 234, and was fortumae enag’t t
reach Enotuchopen before night, having piescdwith.
out interruption a duangerous defile, oecusion ¥ iy o
hurricane. " I ugain fortified my cump, andi i vieg
wnother defile to pasy in the Morning, seross. . aenp
creek, and between two hilly, whieh T haed v .cued
wa} attention a3 I passed on, and where | vUpeated
I might be uttnckct‘, Tdetermmed to pases it at s,
ther point, and guve directions to my guide a3l
fatigne men secordingly. My expectation of an at-
tack in the morning whs increased by the sipns ot

the night, and with it my eaution. Before 1 moved
the wounded from the interior of my carmp, I had my
front and reur guards formed, as well a3 v right
and left columns, and moved off my centra in veg -
lar order, leading down a handsome ridge to Frota-
chopen creek, atu point where it was clear oF reed,
except immediately on its margin. [ had proviondy
issued a general order, puinting out the mannor in
which the men should be formed in the ¢yt of an
attack on the front or rear, or on the Fanks, and had
particularly cautioned the ofiicers to halt wnl sorms
accordingly, the instant the ward should e given

The front guard had crossed with pert of the
flank columny, the wounded were over, and e
artillery in the act of entering the creck, wien an
alatm gun was heard in the rear. 1 hesrd it withont
surprise, and even with pleasure, cadenlating with
the utmost confidence on'the firmness =t e TrHops,
from the manner in which 1 hud seen tlem act sn
the 22d. T had placed eolonel Ciavroll at the !end of
the centre column of the rear guard : jts rigil co.
lumn was commanded by colonel Perkins, and its
left by colonel Stump. Having chosen the grround,
expected there to have entively cut oil the =i by
whecling the right and left eolumns on their pives,
recrossing the creek above and below, and falling
upen their flanks and rear. Dut to mv astonishi nt
and mortificition, when the word was given hy wnl
Carrol to holt and form, and & fow guns had heen
fired, I beheld the right and left columns of the vestr
guard precipitately give way. This shameful retreat
was disastrous in the extreme: it drew along with
it the greater part of the centre column, b-aving rot
move than twenty-five men, who being formed by
colonel Carvol, maintained their ground as long us it
was possible to maintuin it, and it hrought conster-
nation and confusion into the centre of the iy,
consternation which was not easily removed, and a
canfusion which could not soon be restored to arder.
There was then left to repulse the enemyv, the fen
who remained of the rear guard, the artiilery com-
pany and captain Russell’s company of spies. They
however realized and exceeded iny highest expect-
tions. Lieutenant Armstrong, who communded the
artillery company in the ahsence of captain Deadrick,
(confined by sickness) urdered them to form and

jadvanced to the top of the hill, whilst he and a few

others dragged up the six pounder. Never was more
bravery displayed thanon this oceasion. Amilat the
most galling fire from the enemvy, more than ten

times their bumber, they ascc.ed the Ll and
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maintained thejr position until their piece was hanled
np, when, having levelled it, they poured upon the
cnemy u fire of grape, reloadei and fired again,
~harged and repuled them.

The most deliberote bravery was displaved by Con-
stantine Perking and Craven Jackson of the nrti\lcry,
acting as gunners.  In the hurry of the moment, m
separating the gun from the limbers, the rummer
and picker of the cannon weie left tied to the lim-
ber: No wooner wil this discoverzad, than Jackson,
amidst the galling fire of the enemy, pulled out the
rawrodd of Ins musket and used it as a picker; prim-
ed with a oartridge and fired the cannon. Perkins
Luving pulled oR his bayanet, used his musket asa
saminer, drove down the cartridge; and Jackson
“tsing his former plan, ngain dischiarged her. The
hrave lieut. Armstrong, just afier the first fire of
the cuimon, with capt. Hamilton, of E. Tennessee,
N=adford and MtGovock, all fell, tie lieutenant ex-
claiming as he lay, “my brave fellows, some of you
aay full, but pou st save the cannon’  Aboul this
ihine, anmmnber crossed the creck and entered into
the chace. The brave capt. Gordon of the spies,
who had rushed from the front, endeavored to turn
the'left flauk of the enemy, in which he partially
succceded, and col. Carroll, col. Higgins, and capts.
Filiot and Pipkins pursued the enemy for more than
two miies, who fled in consternation throwing away
their packs andd leaving 26 of their warriors dead on
tie held. 'This lust defeat was decisive, and we
were no more disturbed by their yells. 1 should do
injusticc to my feelings if I omitted to mention that
the veneruble judge Cocke, at the age of 65, enter-
ed into the engsgement, continued the pursuit of
the enemy wiin vouthful ardor, and saved the life of
a fellow soldicr by killing his savage antagonist.

Qe loss in this affuir was killed and wound-
ed; among the former was the brave capt. Hamilton,
toam Bast Tennessee, who bad with his aged father
sl twe athers ot his company, after the period of
“as copazsenent had expired, volunteered his ser-
vioes tor this excursion, and sttached himselt to the
wotilers company. No mun ever fought more brave-

e died more gloriously ;. and by his side fell with
<l bravery and glory, Bird Evans, of the same
campune, Captain Quarles, who conunanded the
ot eolumn of the rear guard, preferring death
ta the abandonment of his post, huving taken & firm
ntond in which hie wus followed by 25 of his men,
received a wound in his head of which he has since
divd.

Ta these several engagements our loss was 20 kill-
ed and 75 wounded, 4 of whom have dince died.—
The loss of the enemy cannot be aceurately nscer-
tained ; 18Y of their warrinrs were found dead ; bwt
~his mimt full considerubly short of the number
really Killed. Thebr weunded can only be guessed at.

Had it not heen far the untortunate retreat of the
~car cuard in the affiir of the 24th indt. 1 think |1
couldl safely have gaid that no xemy of militia ever
wcted with more cool und deliherute bravery 3 undis.
ciplined and inexperinced ns they were, their con-
duet in the several engugenents of the 224 could
not have heen sirpagsed by regulars. No men ever
metthe approsel of an encmy with more intrepidity,
e pepulsed them with more energy. On the 244,
afier the retreat of the rear gunred, they seemed to

All the effects wivich wers designed to be produe
ced by this excurzion, it is believed have been pro«
duced. If an attack was meditated against fort
Armstrong, that has been prevented. If general
Floyd is operating on the east side of the Tallapos-
see, as 1 suppose him to be, & most fortunate diver-
sion has been made in his favor.  Tha number of the
encmny has been diminished, and the confidence they
may have derived from the delays I have been made
to experience, has been destroyed. Discontent has
been kept out of my army, while the troops who
would have been exposed to it have been beneficiall
employed. The enemy’s country has been explored,
and n road cut to the point where their force will
probably be concentrated when they shall be driven
from the country below. Butinareport of this kiad,
and to you who will immedintely perceive them, it
is not necessary to state the hu{)pv consequanices
which may be expected to- vesult from this excur-
sion. Unless T am greatly mistaken, it will be found
to have hastened the termination of the Creek war,
mnore than any measure I could have taken with the
troops under my command.

I am, sir, with sentimemts of high respect your
obedicnt servant, ..
ANDREW JACKSON, maj. gen.
NAVAL
The President frigate com. Rodgers, has arrived
at New-York, after & cruize of 70 days. We have
not yet received particulars ; but it is said she cap-
tured only three vessels.
A court-martial was lately held st Portsmouth,
N. 1L for the trial of William Harper, sailing-master
in the United States navy, charged with cowardice
in the action between the Enterprize and Boxer.
He wus achitted in the most honorable manner.
Cuptain Hull was president.

A Aew-York paper says—The extracts from Lon-
don papers and Lloyd's lists, received by the Ann
Alexander, furnish us for the last six weeks, up to
the 24th of December, with the capture of ninety-.
six Dritish merchant vessels, by Americsn and
French public xnd private armed vessels,

Five veasels arrived at Philadelpids from forelga
pluces on the 21st. One was o Sweds, from Btock.
imlm, and three of the vthers belnnnged to Haltimore.

The Adame~—A vessel arrived ntSalem on the 17th
inst, that was boarded flom the United States fri.
ﬁrntc Adame, capt. Morris, 21 days before, then 14
dayy out, off Barmuda. Captain M, sert lottera to
the secretary of the navy by this vessel,

The famous privateer Decatur has returned to
Chnrleston, 8. C. afier & cruise of eighty daya with-
out muking n single capture.

Commaodare Chauncy, with 100 seamen, left New-
York, on the 15th inst. for Suackert's Harbor, For
which place, alvo, & number of long 32-pounders
were forwsrded a few days hefore,

‘The report that the Britiah ave building war ves
sels an Inke Hurun, is conteadieted. Michilimakinae:
is yet held by the Beitish, Dickesn, the famous sculp
dealer, is ummong the distant indivns to persusde
them to join the Deitish armies near Montreal. Al
snug Rt Detit,

Extract of 3 letter from Nathaniel W6, commig
derof the private armed sehooner Gov. Tomking
to his agent in New-York—dated

fiave lostall their collectedness, and were more dif.)
Hanltto be restored to ovder than any troops 1 hnvu‘l
vver wecl, B thi wa no deubit owingg ina great
eastire o altngether to that verygeetrear, mnl nughl'
vather ta b averbed 1o the wantof conductin m:my'
0 thuir aflfieers than to uny cownedice in the men,,
cho o every ncension hiee mamiloste b willing-d
2es a perforngo el duty coferoas tey koew gt o

A Sea, Jun 1, 1815,
#Two days alter dispateling the Nereid, ook a
whaleman frem London baund for the South seas:
hut she being of na value, Utauk nut such wloves, %,
1 could stow, aud Leing inucl lumbered with prise
ners and haggage, Tput them on hoard, sad ondered
her for Pulmouthe The ehasing of thin ohip had
et me sane dioance frome my geaund, s et
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CFFICE OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

©, Box 1208 — 230 Wesr T4TH BTReEY
" ANNISTON, ALABAMA 36202

TRLEPHONE 208 == 237.6781 ., |
s Nev 20,1968

v

.

3

w_To:Mrs Irene Hedges -

¢

Frem: Erman L Crew

-,;ﬂSubjectz Fert Strother

I prepared the research material
forms to present te the Ajabama Histo
their recognition of Fort Strether,
.. Warner Fleyd, executive secretary of
. presented by him to a -meeting of the
.. Just called with good news.,

The commission has recomnmended the immediate inclusion ef
frie Fort;Strpther in thg NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICAL LANDMARKS , '
o Listing in the "NATIONAL REGISTER" is imperative if .

. government funds are to be secured in any development of the =
- fort, This is a first step { thought tha
* knew about, B T

B L

and’completed the proper
rical Commission te seek
I presented this te Mr,
the commission,to be
commission. Mr Floyd has

*»

t you would like te
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CREEK INDIANS

When the early settlers came to this country and began settling in
this territory, they found the Creek Indians dwelling in this region,
Characteristics of this notable trige are interesting.

The Creek Indians ave the most important in our history and played a
prominent part in American History. They are also known as the luscogee
(imskoke) but they could not fully explain just where they got the nawme,
perhaps from other tribes. The Cherckees call them Agusea, and the English
nameé probably originated from the great number of creeks in this section,
The dwellers on the Coosa River were called the "Upper Creeks",

It is not known just what proportion of Indians in this section were
pure Creeks, as several tribes were bound to the Confederacy by political
ties only. This is known from the fact that the Nachez (Nakiche) indians,
driven from their own country on the iississippi got a new home on the
Upper Coosa, ,

The warriors were womewhat taller than the white man, well formed,
erect and graceful. They were proud and ambitious of conquest and fond
of arms,

The women were small, but many had pleasant features and expressive
eyes. Both sexes adorned themselves with trinkets and ornaments, Bar
rings were worn and the warriors had his head bedecked with feathers
of birds, Their clothing wasscanty until the trader came, then they
bought the most brilliant colored garments., They painted their fages,
sometimes puncturing their arms and then rubbing in dye, made from
dripping of pine roots,

They did not live very ijuch in rural sections, When not in war, or
hunting, they spent most of their time in the towns or villages,

The houses were rude cabins of wood and clay. They were arranged in
groups of kin folks belonging to the same ¢lan or gens, They were very
particular that every member of a gen lived in their own section, Bach
gen was known by a name of a natural product or animal, as Bear gen,
Hickory Hut geq, ete, The town varied in population according to the
number of gens,’

Fach town had a small publie square. This being one difference
between it and a village. The square was enclosed by four houses, or
sheds, which opened upon it, Each house had three compartments and in
each compartment were three Benches or platforms covered with matting,
this was the head men and warriors of the tribes lounging place and
smoking room. They sat in this bullding according to rank, Near the
sguare was a pyramld, or cone shaped hut called the council house,

The public playground was near the square,

Their head man was known a8 "Mik#8, He was chosen from one of their
gens and by no means was his authority absolute., He was chairman of all
things. They were careful to let him and the older men state their
opinions and consider them carefully. The successor was usually chosen
the next of kin om the mother's side,



The Creeks were indolent, hunting and fishing very much of their time,
Agriculture was left to the squaws. Usually they raised corn which was
beaten into grits, They cooked and did most of the other work, however
they were treated with very little affection,

Daneing was one of their amusements, which was held in the council
house, Ball was the Indian's greatest game. Dr., ¥, G. Brown describes
one of their ball games very interestingly:

“*The gome of ball is a very extiting one., The warriors of one town
heving challenged those of another, a day and plaece would be appointed.
Large crowds would collect and wagers would be made, for the Indians
were great gamblers., War-hoops and songs amnnounced the approach of the
warriors, who were to contest., Each player had two rackets or hurls,
shaped like paddles or hoop nets with handles of wood and netting of
raw hides or the tenders of animals, In the center of the field were
fixed two poles in the direction of its town, At the beginning the ball
was thrown in thé air, and then began the wildest and fiercest of
serambles, hair was pulled, limbs were freguently broken and sometime
lives were lost. The spectators frantic with excitement, made higher and
higher bets until in some cases they staked thed clothing they had on,
The women running sbout with goards of water, watched their chance to
supply the players. The game was from twelve to twenty points and some=
times lasted for hours,®

The Creek had many kinds of ceremonies, one Piskita, a feast of
eight days about the time the corn crop matured, It marked the beginn=
ing of the New Year, During this time meny strange dances were held.
Many firs were kindled and much ®Black Dring® was taken. This was a
drink made from a kind of holly., All crimes were forgiven except murder,
Funerals were very ceremonious, The longest of these ceremonies was
that of an Indian boy becoming a warrior. He had to undergo many harde
ships and not before he has won some distinetion in a battle could
they receive the title of warrior.

The War Chief was different from the®Miko®, but later it became
the same, The declaration of war on a village was the sending of a"RED
STICk*, A town could deeclare war at any time, as the bonds which united
the towns of the Confederacy were merely war alliances, A general Couneil
was held every year., There was a Chief of the whole nation. His power
depended upon the respect he could maintain from each tribe, Treaties
were made for the tribes but they were hard to enforce, However, the
%gﬁsg alliance made them more formidable then otherwise would have been
he case, ‘ «

As to where the Creeks came from, we have conflicting statements.
Some think they came from Mexico after General Cortez's invasion there.
It was their belief, they sprang out of the earth somewhere between the
Alabama and Cahaba River,

INDIAN TOWNS ON THE COOSA RIVER
CMINABY'S FORT In 1813 a friendly Creek Chief named Chminaby had a
kind of Fort at Ten Islands, located between Lock 2, upper and and Loek
3, lower end, on the Coosa River known by this nane,

KUSCHATCHI was the Creek name for Coosa,



LITAFPAUCHEE a village on Coosa Creek in the Northern part of the Creek
Territory. The name is said to refer to the manufacture of arrows, It is
perhaps the most notable in the county's history, as Colonel Dyer destroy=-
ed the town, killing geveral Indian warriors in 1613%. It was a trading
post situated near old asshville.

QTIPALUS or Ten Islands, in the Coosa River just below the junction of
Canoe Greek from the west, just below the mouth of the Creek and on the
west side of the river, lay Fort Strother whish was also opposite the
influx of the Tallahassihatchi upon which stood two old creek Villages.

CAHABA RIVER'S SOURCE IN ST, CLAIR COUNTY

The grast Cahaba (Chicasa) river in the treaty of 1765, has its
head waters in this county.

SEQUCY a Cherokee Indian born near Gadeden, in the territory of what was
once & part of St, Clair County and lived there about 50 years before
going to the Indian Territoryinow Oklahoma) was the first person to
invent the Indian Alpahbet. He is also the only member of the race t

be honored by having his statue placed in the Hall of Fame, Washingyon,
D, C. which was done by his adopted state--0KLAHOMA,

INDIAN LANIDS:

The United States Congress in 1912 passed an act clarifying all deeds
made by Indian or Government land grants.
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iles Memorial Library
ay 30, 1968

Walter W. Stephens Papers
Corréspondence with Mr. Rucker Agee in April and May, 1956.

On Act 23, 1923 in a letter to Mr. H. A. Parker, Sylacauga,
Ala.

“"...Am enclosing a rough map of where Fort Strother is.
It is on the west side of the Coosa River near Hart's Ferry which
is near the mouth of Ohatchee Creek.

You cross the ferry. There is a home on the right (north)
and a barn on the left (south).

: There is a
of woods and in
formed the wes't
outside of it.

e

i:the field and it seems to have been 300 to 400 feet square
ilog stockade built on an earth work...."

field beyond the barn in which is a little strip
this you can find some of the earthwork that

and south sides of the Fort, with the trench

The Fort covered all this area that includes
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r near H. Neely Henry Dam
ght expect to find a park like the one
‘ e

;to 150 hogs and cattle were butchered

' w11demess in only
accordmg to the Mrs ‘Crow.

Y ‘neared the szte some of
s en raided and destroyed
Indian village of Littafatchee on

. Ca ek near Ashville.
L ckson’s arrival at 10 Islands,
crews cutting trees for the
d named the place Fort

Mrs :Crow notes that historians

g

" separate camp

daily for food. On one day, a single

~ shipment of salt pork weighed in at

64,000 pounds and a special house was

: buut fot thxs “precious: commoch
Whiskey was another essentx Litem
A bui

* available for the large ar
. was essential-to the well- bemg of the :

camp,” Mrs. Crow wrote.

infantry, calvary and some 300
friendly: Indxans

week  supply of everything ‘before

moving farther into Indian - country.

Some 150, four-horse wagons were

kept moving from Huntsville to Fort
Deposit to Fort Strother to Fort |
Williams, which Jackson estabhshedf;,

™

ne each for militia, ~ Markers or other resoration at the site

THERE WERE also blacksmith and
cooperage shops and a sick bay area.
Jackson insisted on having a three-

Jackson’s army .

: Stlcks” at Horseshoe

~"the: publxc accordmg tons Donald-

son.. .
Ms. Donaldson sald she does not
know of any plans for additional

of the old fort.
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At a turn in the river, history waits.

The eagle would not recognize it today. Modern engi-
neering and technology has changed the landscape. A black
snake curves over gray concrete ebbing the Coosa’s flow. It
is Alabama Highway 144 on the way from Ragland in St. Clair
County to Ohatchee in Calhoun. The dam and the lake,
Henry Neeley, mirror the green hills and blue sky and fisher-
men in their boats and seagulls fish the river.

Red Sticks—It was a turn in events.

The ground shook. The eloquent Shawnee chief
Tecumseh on his trip to Alabama in 1812 had warned the
Indians of the Creek Confederacy that upon his return to
Detroit that the earth would tremble as he stomped his foot.
It would be a sign that an alliance of tribes from the Gulf of
Mexico to Michigan would rise against the Americans with
help from the British. Their lands would be restored. An
eagle flying high above the hills and valleys of a winding

ST. CLAIR MAGAZINE

SPRING

Coosa could tell of people hunting, fishing, gathering
growing food. Children running, playing, dogs barking anc
rich smell of sweat and smoke filling the air.

Early American settlers were still in a new land. N;
peoples, Indians, lived their lives in the only land they k
Like some large magnet exercising an unseen attractios
one culture while repelling the other, the inevitable clash,
lision of worlds was imminent.

The eagle can see the forces of change, lands lost, gai
promises made, broken. Allegiances made, altered. Hopes
dreams of of a new life. Attempts made to preserve an
way of life.

Old Hickory

Andrew Jackson turned in his bed in Tennessee. N
arrived slowly. Bad news. An horrific tale of a massacr
Fort Mims in Alabama down in the Mississippi Territor

continued on pa
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August 30, 1813 burned the eyes and made hearts race
throughout the territory to Tennessee. The fear of an attack
in Tennessee moved the leading citizens of Nashville three
weeks later to consider measures for their defense without
the authority of the government. They decided that a strong
force should be sent deep into Creek territory to destroy
their villages and force them to make peace. They asked the
legislature to authorize the move and the governor agreed to
call out the recently dismissed Natchez Volunteers.

A commmittee on September 18, [813 waited. They
waited on Andrew Jackson to know if he would be able to
lead the volunteers. They found him in bed from the
wound he received on the fourth of the month in the dis-
graceful affair with the Benton brothers; but, he expressed
confidence in his ability to head the division and assumed
direction of the movement for defense calling for the vol-
unteers to assemble at Fayetteville on. October 4th. In
one of the letters he said:“The late fracture of my left arm
will render me for a while less active than formerly. Still |
march before we return, if the general government will

’ tgs glfts w1th meamng for any occasnon'
ive Native American Handmade Jewelry & Crafts

ON THE SQUARE IN ASHVILLE

2945243
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from page é

only hands off-we will give peace in Israel.”

Before Jackson could assemble the volunteers
came that Madison County, Mississippi Territory, was t
ened with attack. This county embraced a large part ¢
northern region of the present states of Alabama
Mississippi. Huntsville was its most populous center.

Strategy to Strother

Jackson dispatched General Coffee with three hur
cavalry and hastened preparations for the whole volui
force. On October 4th, his wound not healed, he toc
the march less prepared than necessary. Word came
Coffee was about to be attacked. Jackson broke camp o
I10th and that evening marched thirty two mile
Huntsville. The next day he reached the Tennessee Riv
Ditto’s Landing crossing to unite forces with Ge
Coffee.A few days later he moved southeasterly twenty
miles and laid out at the mouth of Thompson’s Creek :

tification, Fort Deposit.
continued on pa;
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Shawnee chief Tecumseh
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Fort Strother—Andrew Jackson

from page &

The Tennessee forces were divided into two bodies of
about 2,500 men each. The eastern Tennessee division was
commanded by Major General John Cocke;. the other from
the west commanded by Jackson. If the divisions united,
Jackson as senior officer would have command. Jackson’s plan
provided for a base of supplies on the Tennessee at its south-
ernmost part.

The Tennesseans hewed a road through the wilderness in
only six days. This military road extended fifty miles to Ten
Islands on the Coosa. River, the site of a former Creek village
called Otipalin. Another fortification. would be established for
supplying down the Alabama River system to Fort Stephens;
always destroying such armed bands opposing him and devas-
tating. villages as he went. By this plan he would establish a
permanent line of communication from east Tennessee to
Mobile.

The second base was established on October 29, 1813 at
Ten Islands on the. west bank of the Coosa River, the part
which became St. Clair County in 1818.

The base was called Fort Strother, probably in honor of
Jackson’s topographer, Captain Strother.
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Food and Fighting

Since their food supply was
exhausted, foraging parties were sent
out. Colonel Dyer, with a force of two
hundred cavalry, discovered and
destroyed the Creek town of
Littafatchee on Canoe Creek and con-
fiscated foodstuffs stored there for the
winter.

“With Jackson’s arrival at Ten Islands,
his men began cutting trees for the.
stockade. Fort Strother was used by the
General throughout the conflict with.
the Creek Indians from 1813-1814.The
stockade with a blockhouse at each.
corner was on an area of rising ground
the size of a modern football field.

On November 3, 1813, General
Coffee and a thousand men including
Davie Crockett crossed the Coosa at
Fish Dam a few mile above Fort
Strother to subdue Creek warriors at

Iity, N
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“Marker along Highway 144, nortﬁeast v

of Ragland, marking site of Fort Strother
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the village of Talleschatchee, near pre-
sent day Ohatchee.

The confrontation resulted in 3
massacre of 186 warriors. General
Jackson left Fort Strother with 2,000
men on the night of November 8.
1813 to fight the Battle of Talladega.
He lost fifteen men in the engage-
ment. Jackson carried an open wound
in his shoulder that needed dressing
daily. The Indians called him “Mad Old
Jackson” and his men called him “Old
Hickory””

Sometimes the supply trains from
Huntsville were tardy arriving with
stores for Fort Strother and the hun-
gry men would attempt to mutiny. He
always avoided these mutinies.

While in St. Clair County Jackson
found a Creek baby whose mother
had been killed and for whom no
other mother would care. He sent the

continued on page i3
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baby to friend in Huntsville, and later took him home to his
wife, Rachel, in Tennessee. This Creek Indian
boy, Lincoya, was raised by the Jacksons.
Life at the Fort

Records show that Jackson's
army arrived at Fort Strother with
2,500 men and 1,300 horses. During
the week they traveled from Fort

Deposit to Fort. Strother
records indicated that a thou-

ST. CLAIR MAGAZINE
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from page J.I

Maintaining the food supply was essential to the men
at Fort Strother. One hundred to 150 hogs and
cattle were butchered daily. Some distance
from camp. was a huge enclosure for hogs.
Cattle were kept on good grazing ground. On
a. certain date 64,000 pounds of salt pork
were delivered. Salt and whiskey were
carefully afforded special care.A building
ofl44 square feet was put up to.
accommodate the whiskey supply,
which was always kept under

Goumeo

sand bushels of grain, twenty
tons of meat, a thousand gallons
of whiskey and many other pro-
visions were consumed. By. :
November 1, 1813 another i
five hundred men arrived at Fort Strother. On November 7,
the stockade with its blockhouses was up, and three parade
grounds were ready for use: one for 600 men, one for 1,400
men and one for a thousand mounted men.The men and
Jackson billeted in tents.

lock and key and well guarded.
With only a few drugs for an
army of this size, whiskey was
essential to the well-being of the
camp. The fort contained many
buildings and artisans. Cribs and storage bins for the live-
stock were constructed. Dry houses were built for salt stor-
age. Blacksmith shops were needed to make horseshoes.
There were carpenter shops and cooperage shops for

continued on page 14
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barrel making. Although the men supplied their own gu
the army supplied the gunpowder and lead. The ammunit
was carefully stored. a safe distance from the camp.
camp had a sick bay; eight, fifteen by fifteen huts erected
hospital use, surrounded by twenty five, two-men tents
those who were convalescent.

Over a thousand horses were at the camp and a |
four-horse wagons kept moving from Huntsville to F
Deposit to Fort Strother and to FortWilliams on down 1
Coosa. Jackson was determined to have at least a thi
week supply of everything needed to support his ar
before the final push against the. Indians on the Horse Sh.
on the Tallapoosa River.

Wharves were built on the Coosa and skilled st
wrights built twenty large flatboats to supply the enga
ment to come. The fort, with its blockhouses, three la
parade grounds, four separate camps - militia, infantry, ca
ry,and at least three hundred friendly Indians - was no sn
enterprise. The Indians were mostly Cherokee and so
Creeks. They wore white feathers and white deer tails
distinguish them from the. enemy.

Legacy

Andrew Jackson’s army defeated the Indians at -
Battle of Horseshoe Bend on March 27,1814. The Cre
signed the Treaty of Fort Jackson on August 9, 1814
moved the Creek people east of the Coosa River.They s
rendered.their lands west and south of a line drawn fr
the Cherokee Crossing near.Greensport in St. Clair Cout
down the east side of the Coosa to Wetumpka, and there
the mouth of the Summochio Creek, which empties il
the. Chattahoochee below Eufaula.

Fort Strother and Andrew Jackson contributed to
opening of lands for settlement in Alabama. Jackson’s bat
field success propelled him to fame and the White Hou
When he ran for President only seven votes were ¢
against him in St. Clair County.
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animal.
On all fours whlle wearing the skin of a large hog, he randomly rooted and grunted in- plam

view of a war-dancing enemy until he was out of range of their arrows, then dumped the h1de and
ran for his hfe ‘Luckily, Indians never eat just before a battle, or. Selocta mlght have becon
3¢ veling through the night, posszbly on a stolen horse accordmg to some. accounts Selocta s
message soor ached the General. -

- Tackson crossed the Coosa at Ten Islands using cavalry horses to transport foot soldlers through
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On all fours whﬂe wearing the skin of a large hog, he randomly rooted and grun; ( |
- view of a war-dancing enemy until he was out of range of their arrows, then dumped th
ran for his hfe Luckily, Indians neve‘ e ‘ 1t have

arker on AL Hwy 144 at Valley Road, Just afew blocks west of Neely Henry Dam
F ort Strother, whose ctual locatlon ison pnvate land. ‘
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Ragmnd
Creek, has

history as an mdusmal leader in St i

Clair County.
Originally setﬂed by Tennessee

pioneers who ventured south during:

the mid-1800’s, Ragland was
known as Trout Creek until prior to
the start of the C1v11 War.

The - name was taken from -a
nearby strcam that had an abun-
dance of freshwater fish.

Settlers orignally broke camp in
the area in 1833. Shortly thereaftcr,
the settlement was ofﬁcrally named
Trout Creck.

The arca was also. well known
for its large supply of game,

Among Trout Creek’s original

scitlers were Allen and Polly Box,
Henry Box, Thomas R, and Viney
Adams, Nclson Nash and Samucl

- -Dickinson also took up. rcsrdence in.
- Trout Creek

- Today, many of Ragland’s res-r
1dents proudly claim to be descen--

dants of the town’s early settlers.

The . first church in the Trout
“Creek seitlement: was orgdmzcd mr

the homc of Allen Box.

the Box home

Church ‘members would later
construct a log cabin church they

named Rhodes Chapel, in honor of

Billy Rhodes, one of the first minis-

lers to preach 1in the area.

DURING TROUT CREEK’S
early years, the Baptrsxs also builta
church.

The Bapust church Prov:dence

was  located approxrmately three ‘
miles from what was then the heartf

of the community.
During the settlement’s early

- years, a school-was operated at the:

Providence locauon

Because Trout Creek did not
- have its own post office until 1850,
carly residents had:to make the long;
; trek into Ashville 1o get their mail.”
Though Methodist in origin, mi-
nisters..of every denomination
preached from the front porch of

Trout Crcck’s original post offxcc’

was located in the home of Samuel
Reed, the sculement s first post-
mastcr

A few ycars pnor to the outbreak

of the Civil War, the Sims and
Ragland mining company of Tal-

‘ladega County obtained large tracts
~of land located in and around the
- Trout Creck sctilement.

The company mined coal in the
arca In thc carly years, coal was

transported &

River and tak

- boats.

Because t}
increased afte)

. slaves were b

i mg this time

derate arscnal

It was durir

Creek b‘cCamc
~ In the year

- War, Ragland
- ~dous  growth,
‘stores:opened
‘also had three:

When the ;
were. depleted

‘dustries came t

ONE OF T

“was :Brickyar

known as Ragl
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t church, Providence; Ctrs >arby ® a. The com] hxps bricks 10 many Today,_' Colonial Bank maintains
approximately three  River and 1 to market via - | the construcuon a branchin Ragiand. = -
hat was then the heart b ; . . Though Ragland has seen many
nity., changes since the days when it was
e. seulcment S early i knownztig'l"rout Creek, many things
remain the same.
&Kfﬁ operated e ~ Journals left behind by ‘Trout
Creek’s early settlers say basically
the :same  thing — ‘that the settle-

post office until 1850,

s had to make:the long : melm was simply a very nice pIace ‘
{o dive. -
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k's ong,mal post office ‘ as in years past, Ragland is  residents would probably describe

n-the home of Samuel : ‘ wing L of bluc collar work ethic  their town the same way.

itlement’s - first post- Just as it was more than 150

years ago, ‘“Trout Creek’’ is inhabi-
‘ ted by a proud stock of people. The
, nks of !,hc pemod it - type of peop]c who -take ‘pride- in
m 932 durmg to the Great lhe;r town’s rich heritage, as well as
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s px xor to the outbreak

War, the: Sims and
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