By FRANCES UNDERWOOD  |gineers, were i

~Times Staff Writer

“ock - Number. Three” on -the
Coosa River .at Greensport, 20
miles southeast of ]
beautifal’ Rainbow Drwe on ‘the
Lincolp Highway, is coming back
into the foreground for a blt of
vely ospectlon.

1 Old-timers recaﬂ that Locks
Numbers  One, Two  and. Three
_were started in 1879 and fmxshed
in 1882 “and were  built: by the
“United State ‘government ‘as an

still - “standing.  These
were Maj, Mike Singleton, chief
engineer ‘ani s
ton. - Maj. Singleton ~ was
tflanc\father_ of \/Irs. ~John Bass
Sr. !

“steamboats. -
Three brothers who were. en-

NOT AS HEAVY AS IT LOOKS—Jerry Jones,
vice-president of the Etowah Historical Society and
‘son Bobby seem to be supportmg one of the pillars
of the lockkeepers’ home ruins at Lock Three at
Greensport. The column of stone blocks is more like -
the L.eaning Tower of qua

charge of the
building” of the locks, which are:
brothers’.

m. and. Jde‘Si‘ngle'- :
the

’Ihe 11and for these 1ocks and,

\smallpox broke out
Nedroes and several

LOCK KFEPER’S HOUSE

At each of the Jocks, a" “lock-
- keeper’s house was built, but only
one - of these is standing today.
This - house s occupxed by ‘David
Green, one of the descendants of
{Tacab Green. ~ Maior  Singleton

1ily; according lo teport.

}ong as. they remamed i opera~

| tion. The land en which: he lived

is ‘still owned by the Bass fam-|i

home,; made “of s

cn]umns of “rock standmg, butj

¢ 'has been . parhally destroyed.”
- The locks : '

ing over the trade once ‘given
steamboats on the Coosa

And so the romantlc e1a “fo
the - Coosa - River durmg wh
period, steamboats plied her w
ters from Rom‘e a,; to Greens-

nately deseri mg thxs e tless

body -of water...
PILGRIMAGE MADE

From the days of DeSoto until
196C, the Coosa has been writing
history. In the era, just dawmng
her -waters Wil “become 2’ .dy
namic force for: the beltermen
of ‘mankind -threush ‘hvdro-elec-

The old|Th

widow still m



se built in 1930 1
i the\stgamboat 2

-ailroads tak-

3

e Coosa.

mantlc era for

.once Eiven fo}

dur'ng whlc‘x s

“to Greens-

The name

=r term: épprop
g thxs restless

of "DeSoto until
as been writing

a, Just dawmng,‘

wigh hydro-elec- | ¥

he :

se. died three weeks ago. His
widow still - maintains - the. old

ome stead Some remodeling has

e ters on the Coosa River.
; een, the last to occupy this|

days' of k'the steamboats ‘as
“House ‘of Chimneys” by’t;avel
'lhe:kltchens of ‘both - of “these

houses: ,ormnallyy were built
away from the houses as the

Green Family owned hundreds. of

Trouse; ‘a son ‘of Jacob; who mar:
vied - Miss - Elizabeth - Boyd,
daughter of .Judge Samue! Boyd,
a wealthy landowner in St. Clair.

builf: was the Jacob Ross Green

g
Judege Boyd was. an ancestor of

o|Mrs. Jerry Jones of Attalla and
the Hugh Agmcolas

~Instead of cotton mills being the
industry, as expected in ‘bygone
days, the people have . turned to
caltle raising ‘and the Green
Famnly is ‘still prominent i the
commumty still :taking an actxve

{part. in  the promotion of that

ared. s .
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Coosa-AIabama}:R'ver

(Editors note: Thls is the sec-' :

ond in a “series of articles on

the Coosa-Alabama Riverwritten
by Fourth District Congressman )

Kenneth A, Roberts.)

Paddle wheels churned the pla—
cid waters of the Coosa-Alabamia
River in ‘the 10th ‘Century ' as

steamboats heralded thearrival -

of the basin's'most colorful ‘era,

The steamboat - “*Harriet”’ 'in
the fall of 1821 ushered'in the
era, ‘Numerous -boats ‘followed,

“The "**Coosa® “'steamboat. ‘ran
between Greensport, in Cathoun
County,

wheel “snag boat, the “Wm:
J. Twining, was put into a ser~
vice by the government to re~

rmove -snags ahd keep the water~

way clear.
Economic and social develop-

ment which had clung to the me~v

anderings ‘of the river and its
tributaries at the turn of thecen~
tury now took on new increase

under “the influence of ‘the pad-

-and "Rome, Ga. Later
on the Alabama, a 155~foot stern ‘

dle-wheeler.e S
Even before the War Between

the: “States, " industrial’ products

were transported, Iron produced

in' Cathoun County, for instance,
was flat-boated to market inWe-
-turnpka; :
During the War, the nverway
helped move the materials of de= "
structibn and. even: the battles

themselves . ultiinately - reached
the Coosa~Alabama banks, .
An intriguing incident was when
Cummins M, Lay, (father of the
organizer of the Alabama Power

County), steered the steamboat .
*aura Moore'’ from. Rome to .

Mobile to: prevent Union forces
from taking: it. The harrowing

trip. was the first and only by a.

steamboat - through
of the:Coosa, . .. R

Later, in the 1870’s, the gov~
ernment made 1rnp1ovements on

the rapids

~the river.

Saffold ,Berney, a chronologer

~of the day, reported this result
on the Alabama: **The work done’

“of the Coos

Upland silt .

has resulted in clearmgth > chan-

‘nel of dangerous snag
hanging timber; in im

of the worst bars...Boats run by

night as well as by day, ar all
stages of water..... 3

In 1890, an estimated $10 nul-,‘

lionin freight was carried on

the Alabama’ River, Three. large

steamboats ‘were ‘making reg-.

~ular. round-trips: between Mont-
‘gomery and Mobile.’ L

Ori the Cousa, water travel
was.:less - ambitious, ' From
Greensport to Rome “steamboats

navigated <at all - seasons; but:

south - to Wetumpka, the river’ s
142-miles.‘was a tortuous route,

- with:varying pools,-high shoals,

and jagged rocks.
. “If these obstacles could be re-
moved. ~leaders ‘reasoned; the

- ‘river -could -be ‘navigable: from

Rome"~ 10 ile. Interest in
such. a plgm sparked creauon
=Alabama River Im=
provement Agsouauon by Wil-
liam Patrick LLay and other Val=-

-ley:.residents.

The .government in - the ’80’s

built a series of low-lift rocks

and dams on -the upper Coosa;
but:they were determined to be
impractical and were abandoned.

~the responsxblhty
freight.’

settled :in - the

‘stream beds, makmg them tou

shallow. for large boats, and-rail
roads began assuming most of
for hauhng

A hopeful era was dymg anda

" ‘blossoming dream had received

its first dlsappomzment. .
University, 'Ala.=-The fifth
annual Food ServxeeConference
for ‘Alabama Hospxtals andNur-
sing Homes is set for March
18-19-20 at the Umversny of
Alabama. !
The conference is plarmed ;o
help. non-professxonally ‘trained
persons who work in hospitals

* nursing home food service.

University, “Ala,-<With ‘the’
close “of the first semester
for 1057 58 less than two weeks
away, University of Alabama
students are already looking
toward second semester regis-
trations and schedules. 2

First ‘semestér examina-
uons will be held January 21-

Non-credit courses for Med—
ical - Assistants is -a new -of-
fering in -continuing education
made available to.professional
groups by the Umver31ty Ex-, :
rensmn D1v1swn. ; : ‘




chy new W01d which I
7 for the first time last.
sk in a national mag-

1 was more mtrlg-

Jirecied at national in
iry. The tlmmg of the.
lication and a planned

more than 2 week.

\Thls 10th in the Alabama ac10§s the dam cOnneL : : . : s
i ke o . wh t .
Power lake svstem can well  gounties and replaces the wa- g e evel

vaa nroiects now 1mder conw ‘Water



_ 'LIKE THE PASTURE accessory store. When comp- -
LANDS flooded by the broa- - leted this will be ‘one of the

Aniine Wnmnim Al tha fonriaimd Tavaact marinae an thalantivio




poundmg 1, 200 acxes ‘of water.

- do'not represent the biggest of - WL

: oosa chain but it affects 2 d
‘the

football team) 7dccommo
t ¥

ere left as havens fm flsh
and ﬁshermen._. :

| 'Wayfarers in fertile  F and Je
: ar Valley. from’ Calhoun :Tmutman teamed is compl -
to St. Clair ‘Counties  or re- ing a big marina ]ust am :
velse At its founding in 1832 from Rambow City on. the
7 ne& by. slave. labor = : i L
pul rs. The: motorized Bxg ; d
- version: developed w1th mod- jhorse ho shaped marina with -
, ern travel : ‘ shps Work is. gomg

: accessory store When comp-~ i

- leted this will be one of the
1a1gest~marmas ‘on’ the entire

im Weeks is set up. to,,,"
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EEN Map shows general location of new xmpoundment







?@g{ 2

e




