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PREFACE
"The best, thing we get from history is the anthusiasm it rouseg,” Goethe

You, the reader of this account of the early inhabitants and happenings
in St. Clair County, Alabama, are interested in History, We hope you
will continue your interest and that you will aid in the preservation
of all items which will contribute to our further knowledge of the

"St. Clair County Story," History is in the making. The Librarians
are preserving current history and they are collecting as wmuch as
possible for: the period since the Wap Between the States,

Won't you make available items in your possession? Diaries, letters,
newspaper clipnings, scrap books » Photographs, etc, contribute to the
history of the area, You do not need to "give" thege articles, but
we hope you will permit us to make copies, The library owns a copy=-
ing machine with which exact reproductions can be made fropm newspaper
clippings and other documentas,

During the year 1897 there appeared in the columns of THE SOUTHRRN
AEGIS (AshVille, Alabama} a series of articles relating to the history
of St. Clair County. This history was compiled and published by Mp,
W. H, Cather, owner and oublisher of the Southern-degis,

During recent years a Search has been made to locate a file of the
Southern-Aegis from which to obtain the Histo of St. Clair County,

In the Department of Archives and History (State of Alabama) in
Montgomery we found Seven issues with dates ranging from September
through December 1897, These contained part of the articles we desired,

Early in 1965 during a conversation with Mr, Norman Prickett in Ashville
the topic of "St, Clair County History" came up, and Fr. Prickett told
of having a typewritten copy of a history of St. Clair County, He was
kind enough to lend it, Upon comparling it with photostatic copies of
the seven issues of the Southern~Aegis we found the wording was exactly
the same, so we feel reasonably "Sure" that ¥r.-Prickett's tyvewritten
copy is authentic,

On behalf of the St. Clair County Library Board we express thanks to
Mr. Prickett for making available thig "History of St, Clair County"
and for nermitting it to be used for the purnose of preparing copies
for distribution to schools, libraries and those individuals interested
in the subject,

The prevaration of the stencils was done, largely, by Mrs, James V. Gray
of the Pell City Library'Branch, and the mimeogranhing was done by

Mrs. H. L, Eubanks, of the St, Clair County Library Staff assisted by
the undersigned.

»

(Mrs, W, M, Holland)
Administrator
St. Clair County Library

(This edition released April 29th 1965 at the annual "open" meeting of

The St. Clajr County Library Board as 4 special project for National
Library Week,



History of St. Clair County
By Wm. H. Cather
Prelininary Observations

For those who would study with profit, either the history of their
ancestors, the history of the country in which they live and ecnact each
his separate vart in the drama of life, or the different and successive

for those who, as descendants of a hardy nioneer race, live on the her-
itage of that race~-sould hallowed by vrivation, toil and heroic strurgles,
which was its purchase price~-a land blessed by the impetus toward clvil.
ization which those farmers of our policy and government gave to it; for

missing links in all traditional or unrecorded history. He hag simnly
blocked out at odd times during the nast twelve years (the fFraatar part
of which he has spent out of the county and state even) the narratives
of incidents and traditions, rough hewn as they are, as they fdropped
from the lips of versons who were either participants in the events,

or who have kept the traditions as a legacy handed down from their
fathers,

In securing these narratives of events the compiler nas been
materially aided by a few of the older settlers, at least one of whom
has been gathered to the Great Beyond.,

We refer to Rev. Jesse A. Collins, a staunch pioneer citizen, a
devoted minister of Christ who nracticed what he preached, beloved by
all whose threshold of acquaintanceship he crossed, patriotic, zealous
and above all, God's noblest work--"an honest man,"

"And we believe his matchless gpirit soars

Beyond where splendid shines the orb of day,

And weeping angels lead hir to those bowers,

Where endless pleasures virtue's deeds renay." --Byron

Principal among those who have lent their assistance is a rgentleman
in whose generocus bosom the patriotic impulse continuously throbs, former-
1y resident of the county but now of Texas, where he has held the highest
offices in the gift of the state. We refer to Ex-Gov, Cran M, Roberts,
lawyer, author and statesman, In fact there are only four men in the
county who offered usg any assistance whatever in securing data and one of
these was a darky, Some of the best part of our county's history is deg-
; tined to continue unpreserved unless gomeone will take uo the work where
: these sketches we have compiled leave off and preserve them,

' Some of the data has been published in a different style heretofore,
a portion was published by the vresent writer in local navers some ten
years azo. The sketch of the mutiny in Gen. Jackson's army was furnished

us by Gov., Roberts years ago and published at that time in a more abrideed
form.
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Several years ago, an old gentleman furnished us a "batch of incidents
which to us seemed so unreasonable or improbable that we laid it aside.

But quite recently information from a high and thproughly reliable source
verifies enough of them to entitle all to credence.

- We have embodied also a portion of the history of Blount--a part of
which has also been published before in local papers. This is quite worthy
of preservation along with the history of St., Clair--the two counties are
closely allied and general history in one will apply very well to the other,

As stated before we do not lay any narticular claim to completeness in
the task, yet we have endeavored to be historically accurate.

The writer would thank those who feel an interest in their county to
aid him in every way possible to gather up and comnile for preservation
every scattering remnant of our grand old county's history. It is a duty
We owe to posterity.

' If the reader is looking for blood curdling Indian stories, revolution-
ary wars, piracies, dime novel.freaks, or any other of the ysrns or episolds
which fill the pages of the prostituted sensational press of the present,
day he might as well turn back and seek elsewhere for we do not regard such
as either news or history.

_ As the gifted English historian and statesman has truly obgerved, if
we must guard against common delusions, such as those often produced in
the mind by the well known names of families, offices .and narticularly places,
The times change and we change with them. Our great-grandfathers would be
congtrained to hold up their hands in holy horror and shout "0 TEMPORALI"

"O MORESI" with all its meaning at some of the customs and usages of the
present advanced day. Wonderful also are the vhysical changes wrought by

. the Great Architect through natural causes. Streams have been diverted
from their channels,.as well as changed in name. The lovely "Cataula River®
itself is no mean example. Habits of people and their surroundings change
as well. "In every experimental science there is a tendency toward per-
faction. In every human being there is a wish to &meliorate his own con-
dition.," As it is of individuals, so it is with governments. As it is with
individuals so it is with our state and our county. BEven when counteracted
by great public calamities, by bad institutions, unsound methods of govern-
ment, or evil and corrupt officials, sooner or latér an awakening or revol-
ution comes; and these two principals oftimes suffice; however imperceptibly,
to carry civilization forward to a higher state or plane of perfection.

The true object of history is no more to collect a series or system of
dates or arrange chronological events  in order than it should be of the
lawyer to only gain cases, or of the farmer to simply plant his crops, and
as we must of necessity, improve our civil institutions or perish, so must
Wwe profit by examples of failures or successes in the history of the past.

It has been well settled that no ordinary misfortune, will do as much
to make a nation wretched, as the constant progress of physical and mental
knowledge, and the constant efforts of every man to better himself and his
condition will do to make that country or nation prosperous. It has common-

, 1y been found that war and pestilence, encountering the Indians as it were
| in our own case, profuse expenditure, heavy taxation, to which we have not
: in the past been often subjected, absurd commercial restrictions, even from
necessity, seditions and persecutions, conflagrations and floods, have not
been able to destroy capital and institutions as fast as the exertiong of
private citizens have been able to create the one and upbuild the other,
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The Indians of St. Clair

In the beginning we mist lose sight of everr thing here as it now
exists and go back mentally to the time when all this vast section of
Alabama was a trackless forest and see what
As Bryant says;

"Lose thyself in continuous woods

Where rolls. the Oregon (Cataula), and hears no sound
Save its own dashings."

We will drop as far back as 1539, some 358 years ago--three and a
half centuries to the time when no white man's face had vierced Horth
Alabama. From that time to the beginning of the vresent century we will
deal with as one period or enoch of our history, taken from such sources
as we may congider at all authority,

About that tire--1539--there landed somewhere on the coast of F
ida a naleface chieftain and his followers--Snaniards. at that tire
Spain had not begun her retrograde movement or decline as a nation but
ranked as one among the noteworthy powers of the world, True Columbus [ad
made his discovery of America to the north and in other parts of America
settlements had been rmade, but no white man's feot has nresasd the soil

of North Alabama at that time of which we have any account,

But DeSoto, the Tirst "pale-face! explorer of Alabama, in his notable
march from Florida through Georpia and down tne not:le CooSa,rdid not him-
self enter what is not St. Mlair and Rtowah counties, thougzh it is quite
probable some of his followers did, and that they left their rark henand
then in a mixed Snanish and Indian rrogeny, right here in our own county,
This is shown also by the fact that the early settlers here found numerens
Spanish coins and relics of Spanish mamufacture in nossession of the
Indians of the county on their arrival here. Tnere were then a murber
of Indian towns scattered along the Coosa and other streams, and it is
quite probable that Litte-fuchee and Upper Cataula, Indian villares in
St. Clair were then in existence. Ope thing is certain--there were plenty
of Indians then here. DeSoto proceeded southward down this the western
side of the CoosSa, until he reached the Indian town of Costa, in Therokee
county. At this point he crossed the river to the eastern side, and pass-
edthrough the territory on the eastern side of the Coosa in what is now
Calhoun county, not Tar from the edpe or eastern boundary of 5t, "lair
County. It is, we repeat, quite likely some of his sollowers crossed over
into the fertile and beautiful vallevs of St, flair and mingled with the
native red inhabitants of this sectlon, and thev were nrobably the first
white men that ever entered her borders or penetrated her stately forests.
Were we writing a book we might take the trouble to look un sone of tlhe
letters these neople and their chief wrote back to 3nain in -raise of our
country, but it would hardly serve our nregent nurnose,

DeSoto sent out from his main body during ston-overs and carmp neriods
small foraging bands and scouting parties, and these are the cnes ~ho first
found their way into St. Clair, Sore were ill-treated .by tie Indians,
others took sick in the county and were given the best medical treatmernt
then ovracticed among the Indians, a decoction of herbs prepared by their
"medicine man". It was these Spaniards and Portugese who left the Spanish
coins here, and the.other Spanish articles sometimes found on our soil,

It was the descendants of these white men who left the traces of Snanish
blood here for years, and it is possible the man Biddy, of Portuguege

we can find toere of interest,

lor-

extraction, who was hung with five others at "Gallows Hill" npear Ashville

in 1829 (three hundred years after DeSoto's visit) for the murder of
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Taylor, was a descendent of the ill-fated bastards of DeSoto's adven-
turcus followers.  (Of this big hanging and the incidents that led
up to it we'Will have more to say later.)

These bands and followers of DeSoto found a large and powerful
tribe of Indians here which at a later date received the name of Creeks.

The presence of the Treek Indians in Alabama, at the time of DeSoto's

' visit, is disputed by some writers, who think thiw tribe were driven
from Mexico to Ohio, and that while in that country, hearing of the
boundless forests filled with an abundant supply of every variety of
game, extending over this part of Alabama, they began to move gouthward,
reached the hnting grounds of .St. Clair about the middle of the 16th
century just after DeSoto's visit, Be this as it may it is evident
that there were' near this time four great tribes of Indians Tound in
Alabama by the early French and Tnglish settlers, which in course of
time absorbed all or nearly all the smaller tribes, and remained here
until removed by the government to the far western reservations in the
present century. ; '

Principal among these four tribes were the Muscogees, or Creeks,
called by the English "Creeks" on account of the number of beautiful and
sparkling streams flowing through the territory inhabited by them,

The Indians, however did not recognize the names given to them by
the white people. The Creek Indians claimed their proper name to be
"Och-Mul-Gee" and the Cherokees called themselves "Cha-la-kee",

The Creeks inhabited St. Clair and was the most extensive of the
Alabama tribes, in time absorbing a number of lesser ones, including the
warlike Alabamas, from whom the river as well as the state of Alabama
derived its euphonious name, We say this with all respect to the time
honored legend of "Here We Rest", which may or may not have been derived
also from "Ala-ba-ma,"- This tribe was removed to the west in 1637.

Of the other three great tribes found in Alabama, we have the Choc-
taws,Chickasaws and Cherckees none or very few of whom, however, with
the exception of the Cherckees, ever came into St. Clair, excent as Creek
captives of the war, when they were doubtless "Roasted" in the most appro-
ved style of the day, )

. There were a few isolated members of each tribe in S5t, Clair. We
also find some of the Hillabee tribe well acquainted with the geography
of the county--such as old Chinobe and his son, who assisted in piloting
Gen. Jackson's army through the county,

To the Choctaws, the English gave the name of Flat Heads, from the
habit of flattening the foreheads of ‘their infants by a process of
manual compression, at present unknown to our medical science. What
remained of the Mobilians, after DeSoto's conquest, eventually became
incorporated with this tribe. The Choctaws were removed in 1830,

The Chickasaws ranked with the Creeks in warlike propensities,
fierceness and power, and even at this day travellers acquainted with
the tribe hesitate to go through the Chickasaw nation of the Indian terri-
tory. They were removed in 183,

The Cherokees, from Cher-fire their prophets going by the name of
Cherataghge, that ig, men of divine fire, were removed in 1836. For many
years the Cherokees visited St. Clair and 4 number lived here and fought
with the Creeks, and engaged in ball playing with them., The old Cherokee
and Creek boundary line is yet to be found on the old maps of Alabama,

It was the result of many a hard fought battle and, during the existence
of friendly relations, of numerous hotly contested games of ball between
the two tribes.
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It vibrated north or south according to the victor, and as near as can
be located for any length of time ran through the northern part of what
was first St,. Clair, before Etowah was subtracted therefrom, running
from the north of Big Wills Creek, several miles this side of Gadsden,
near the middle to township 12, in a south of easterly direction to the
Georgia state line where it struck the lower edge of township 13. Wills
creek was probably the western extension of this old tribal boundary
line between Ashville and Attalla. Well authenticated legends are ex..
tant regarding the ball games played first in St, Clair then in Etowah,
over this line, In fact it is asserted that Ball Play, a town in Rtowah
county, Ball Play creek, and the Ball Play bend in Coosa River, all take
their names from having been the favorite ball grounds of the Indians,
The Creeks were usually the victors. At one of these games to settle.
the boundary it is related that the Creeks were on the point of defeat-
ing their antagonists when the chief of the Cherokees offered his daugh-
ter "The Last Queen of the Cherokees" as a prize to the brave of either
side who did the best playing, thereby hoping to stimulate his men to
greater exertions. But it had a like effect also on the Creeks, as the
queen was beautiful, and a Creek warrior Was undoubtedly the victor,
The story also goes that this young Creek afterwards claimed his prize
and took her as far west (several miles) as Black creek falls and that
rather han become the wife of a Creek the nretty queen leapt over the
falls a distance of 103 feet and Wwas drowned. T

It was even stated in this legend that a rainbow rarked the last
resting place of this charming Indian maiden. The writer has often
visited the spot but cannot vouch for the story, and no one knows to
this day whether the young queen was the daughter of the aristocratic
and educated John Ridge (who married a white woman) or of chief Ross,
or of some earlier tribal ruler,

The game of ball played by the Indians was alterwards, we believe,
played by the whites at Robertsville or 01d Town under anotihier nare.,

Of this and the game called "Shinney" and the way our forefathers used

to play ball at the first court house at Robertsville, we will have
more to say later on.

But to return to the Indians, it is historically conceded tnat the
Muscogee--or Creek nation-~occupied the territory east of Alabama and
Warrior Rivers. Those particular tribes or bands living in this county,
the Upper Creeks were called the Muscogees, while those of the more
southern region, the "Lower Creeks" were called Seminoles. The terms
"Upper" and "Lower" were not a social distinction, but merely had refer-
ence to locality. We suggest that the Creeks had as little idea of the
upper tendom (sic) or lower tendom (sic) as they had of bicycling.

These Creek warriors were erect in carriage, in movement agile and
graceful; in demeanor, proud, haughty and even arrogant,

Of the women it may be said that they approached nearer the ideal
of romantic Savage wWomen as pictured in fiction than any of the other
females of savagery., In stature they were small and short but not chunky.
They were well formed and their physique of the plump and gracefyul type.
Generally their features were regular and handsome. In facial appearance
their cheek bones were & little high, brow high and arched, eyes large,
languishing and exrressive, and they were nossessed of a diffidence and

modesty uncommon to their type of women. Their feet and hands were small
and of exquisitg shape,
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Of their local history and customs nrevicus to the immigration of
the primiti¥e white settlers to this section little is known excent as
gathered from the narratives of historians, traders aad adventurers.
They have the reputation of being a fierce and warlike neovle, Their
chiéf diet was game; agriculture in any forr was alwost totally unknown.

Flint rocks, shaped by rude stone tools, ware used b, ihese red-
skins as arrow and spear heads, It was by this rrans they secured
their game. Lead had been discovered by them iears before but no re-
cord is left us showing to what utility the Indians mut it. Stones
were used to make tools, and with these rude jrmlements they mamafact-
ured by some means every article made use of bv them at that time.
These articles were familiar objiects to the first settlers.

The early settlers found the Indians in this state; and further
found well located paths (quite narrow, as the Indians had a habit of
walking behind one another) leading to caves and mines of lead and ore,
and to places where they secured .their flints and stones, for tools
and arrow points and others leading to steep bluffs and springs and
roaring waterfalls. The vast rmineral wealth was everywhere visibles -
but was not of any great consideration in the rinds of these pioneers,
for they could not use it,

The county was one vast wilderness of oak and pine and other tim-
ber, with very little undergrowth: The great forests of stately trees
were very extensive., In variety they found, asii, oak, pine, hickory,
iromwood, cornell or dogwood (used for arrow making} poplar, elm, cedar,
beech, chestnut, button wood, cotton wood, which were the woods most
useful. lLarge and almost irmpenetrable canebrakes also were found on
the creeks. :

Wild fruit was plentiful here in these days, and indeed here and
there even around Ashville, were several peach orchards, planted by
the Indians, One of these orchards was on tie hill Just south of
Cobb's spring where Mr. John H. Nelson now lives, another was in tie
field some distance northwest of Hon. James T. Greene's residence.

But of these more anon, . .

Vines of lusclous grapes and ruscadines hung from the lirbs of the
trees in the forests, while hlack dew-whortle-berries, and other fruits
flourished in the onen lands and mountains. The county had thne annear-
ance of a grand grove of magnificeut dimensions, with its plateaus level
and green, its hills, valleyvs, coves, grottoes, rivulets and springs.
These forests were nature's shields, preventing the summers from being as
hot and opressive as now, and serving as a wind break in winter, so that
the termperature and seasons differed ‘considerably frow what is experien-
ced at the present time. Grand indeed were the summers, and fragrant was
the air with wild flowers, which grew in luxurious profusion, In the
winter the air was pure and bracing and the climate so delightful that
houses were entirely unnecessary for these hardy children of nature,
though here and there, grouped together in a shady nook, near a svring,
were found a few wigwams built of small logs or poles, chinked or daubed
with mud, from bottom to top. These were all the protection they had,
and as no chimneys were built a small fire was kindled by the use of
tinder (a kind of rotten dry wood) and the flint rock, Around the fire
at night lay the family on soft furs and skins until the early morning
noises of the forests awoke them., The wife or "squaw" as she was called
would then prepare over the fire by means of a spit or some
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other rude device or in the ashes the morning meal, or fish, and venison,
which thelr lord and master had killed, while the papooses were tumbling
about in the dewy grass or practiced with the bow and arrow, After -
breakfast the lord goes out in quest of more game while the "squaw' sitg
lazily about watching her romping young, '

One fact noticeable is the care the Indians took of the lorests here--
keeping all the undersrowth which accumulated yearly burnt off clean.
This not only prevented the inereasse of ticks, mosquitoes, and other
troublesome insects, thereby serving as a preventive of malarial disease;
but it also enabled the hunter to see and approach game wuch more readily,
It also improved the appearance of the forests.

The supply of game in these forests was bountiful and the rivers and
creeks were filled with fish. The Indians depending sclely upon the for-
ests as their only resource for food with the exception of a small patch
of corn, were very careful in preserving the supply of game. Wo more than
was actually necessary was killed at one time; none wasg wantonly slain
or wasted. In this matter the supply was not exhausted but on the con-
trary seemed to increase,

It was no uncommon sight for the early settlers to stand in their
doors and count a herd of half a dozen or more deer in the woods near-by,
and stretched on the side of every house or wigwam were the skins or
pelfries of the beaver, otter, wild-cat, coon, mink, and other wild
animals.- ‘

"It is related that even within the memory of men now living, on one
occasion at Robertsville (or 014 Town) in the winter Just after a deep
snow had fallen, during the daytime’ some persosis standing in the town of
" Robertsville saw a drove of deer, a dozen or more, walking slowly along

in single-file on the mountain west of that town. Of course, there was
a rush to get their guns and have a hunt,

The methods used by the Indians in ¥illing game for use were ex-
ceedingly primitive, but quite profitable to them, and efficient for all
purposeg. The most common weanons were the "Long-bow and arrow", "blow-
gun" and spears. -They did not use the boomerang of the Australians,
but were quite skillful with the effective weapons they had.

For the benefit of the younger lolks who rmight like to make an In-

~dian bow, we give a descrintion of this weapon, (sorewhat modified to
suit the present time ) as made by the more skillful braves and warriors,
Any boy of mechanical tastes can make one in a short time,

The Indian bow was generally made of cedar, sassafras, elm or ash,
sometimes ironwood and hickory, well seasoned, except the cedar, which
could be used green. Its length varied from tiwee to six feet, but the
favorite length was four and one half feet, Tt was usually made an inch
and a half wide and an inch thick in the middle. Tt tapered from the
center towards the ends and was but half an inch wide and half an inch
thick at the extremities. A4t one end the bowstring was notched into the
wood and made permanently fast, while at the other end two notches were
cut and the string at that end of the bow made like a slip-knot or loop,
The string was a piece of buck-skin. When the bow was used the warrior
set the end to which the string was made fast firmly on the ground, and
then with his knee bent down the other end until the loop slipped into
the notch. It was never kept strung except when in actual use, as it
would lose its elasticity by being kept constantly bent. For the use
of their boys and beginners the size was much reduced, usually to two
feet in length,



S

8

The Indians did not generally finish their bows very attractively
from a mechanical standpoint-~the weapons being rade for practical
burposes and not, ornamentation. The bow made after the fashien given
above may be attractively finished by giving the inner surface and
edges an oval shape. After smoothing up, rub with a woolen cloth
dam@éned in linseed o0il, then glue te the central part of the bow a
strip of green or red velvet, six inches long.

The arrows must be made of well seasoned sticks--the Indians used
small reeds and sourwood and dogwood shoots--nerfectly straisht and of
exactly the same length for if of different lengths they fly different-
1y, and unless made in all respects alike, the aim is destroyed. The
shafts being made even, the next work is to form the string noich.

We can do this with a sharp knife, but the Indians used a piece of
sharp flint, When properly done the bottom of the noteh should be
precisely in the center of the small end of the shaft. Rlunt arrows
were often used for shooting at a mark, but when used for rame the stem
and arrowhead is inserted and bound tightly with a small thong of buck-
skin., The slit must be exactly in the center,

Qur boys can now use steel points or heads, or a spike made of
umbrella wire, unless they prefer to go out into some old field and
pick up an arrow head ready made, :

The next process was to »ut on the feathers. To do this properly
great care was taken, Turkey quills and sometimes Eagle feathers were
soaked in warm water to rake them split easily and uniformly. The
feathers were then strinped from the quills and put on the shaft,
Usually three feathers were put on each arrow, and laid equidistant
along the stem, The .big end of the feather was fastened near the
noteh of the shaft and laid six inches along the wood. The feathers
should be glued to the arrow,

The eagle frathers were more frequently saved for the headdress
of the warriors,

It was with one of these Weapons that a young brave who after-
wards, it is related, became a noted chief, was hunting in $t, Clair
on the stream now called "Broken Arrow Creek", near the sight of
Broken Arrow. He spied a large deer, drinking from the creek, and as
the deer raised his head and sniffed the air uneasily the young Indian
hunter threw his bow into position, took careful aim and let the arrow
fly. He shot the deer in the heart, and it fell in the shallow creek,
In its death strugples the arrow was broken and tine head and part of
the wood left sticking in the heart of the deer. From this incident
tradition says that point and the creek were ever afterwards called
by the Indians "Theitka," which translated into English means "Broken
Arrow,"

We have heard it said that the deer wag a "blue--ayed" deer but
of this we are doubtful., It is probable the "blue-eyed Degep® legend,
however, was the source from which Blue-Eye creek which empties into
the Coosa a few miles below Broken Arrow creek from Talladega county
derived its name.

We have given a detailed description of the Indian bow because
it was their most important implement of living and of warfare. By
its skillful use they secured their food and clothes, protected their
families from the incursions of wild animals and achieved the victories
in warfare. It is deéérving of special mention on this account, No
Indian went forth upon his daily or nightly mission without his trusty
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long bow and a quiver of arrows attached to his back. Sometimes these
arrows are tipped with a deadly poison, which killed but did not render

the game unfit for use. However this poison was usually used on the smaller
arrows of the formidable blow-gun. ‘

This weapon, (the blow~gun) was a most effective weapon in their
hands, and their aim was unerring. It was made with a cane about six
feet long, with the joints burned out and smoothed on the inside, In
this was placed a tiny arrow made of reeds, sourwood or some light wood,
with thistle~down or feathers on the small end, so made as to fit the
hollow cane air tight. The other end was sharpened and sometimes tinped
with a poison that produced speedy death, but the game killed by it was
not injured for food.

‘ When in use the Indian hunter simply out an arrow in the cane,
raised the gun to his mouth and blew away, rarely missing his game,
even at considerable distances,

Knives, hatchets, etc., such as the metallic imnlements we have .
today, were unknown to these red men, but they had hewed rude tools Crom
stone, and with these made their weapons and prepared their came. '
While their long bow was laid aside for the £lint lock rifle they never
deserted their rude stone tomahawks and scalping knives, They had made
of earth and some other composition we are not informed of to this day
and sundried or baked rude vessels of pottery which served as Jars and
dishes, for which purpose also gourds, turtle shells and concave stones
were used. Animal skins were made use of frequently for holding water,
milk, etc. Sometimes the milk would have a strong flavor of the parti-
cular animal skin which contained it

Fire was produced by rubbing two pieces of pine together or more
frequently by the use of Ilint and dry tinder or rotten wood. The food
was cooked by the "squaws" usually, but the warriors themselves could
cook well for that day. Generally no vessels were used, the game being
cooked in the ashes (barbecued) or roasted On a spit or sharnened stick
before the fire.

They had a dish which was called in the Cherockee language "Conna-
hana", This was, according to Mr, W. L. Gibson, one of the early settlers
of the county, a conglomeration of corn and ¢orn meal, boiled, and was
their favorite dish. Our own dish of boiled green corn and lima beans
which we call "Succotash", was originally derived from the Indians,
Indian corn, which is so called from the fact that it was first discoverw
ed among the Indians, was their chief bread food., The old corn ridges
of the Indian patches were still {0 be seen on Palmetto Creek and in
other parts of the county at a very recent period and we presume are
yet visible. Ralph Davis can show them to you,

There were also a number of roots etc., which served as bread, One
of these we remember, in our early youth, to have seen in the possession
of our honored friend, Mr. B, F, Ashley, now deceased, and which he stat-
ed was called "Indian Bread". Tt had a peculiar taste. We have nevey
seen a sample of it since, and if it is still found in the county, would
like to see gome of it. We presume the Creeks also had their favorite
dishes, composed of Indian corn in its various forms,

One of the principal feasts of the Indians was the "Green Corn
Dance" which was celebrated at the season when the corn was in roasting
ear. The whole tribe would meet at their favorite village. A fire would
be kindled and a large vessel filled with green corn and water would be
placed on the fire and brought to a boil., The Indians in the meantime
would dance the "Green Corn Dance”, which was a kind of jubilee dance,
with appropriate ejaculations. Some of them, we are told by Mr, W, I.
Gibson who came her in 1815, would have gourds and terrapin shells
attached to their legs so as to clank together and assist in the din and.
racket of the occasion. This was kept up all night. As soon as the corn
was boiled to the right consistency, they would sit down on the ground
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around the large vessel and the chief celebrater take a large wooden
spoon or ladle and dip it in the vessel of corn and drink or eat the
contents and pass the ladle. to the next Indian, who did likewise,

etes Frequently a dog would come up for his share and be rewarded
with a crack over the head with the ladle, which was then passed to the
next Indian, who never was known it is sald, to turn up his nose if

a few dog hairs, perchance, remained sticking to the bottom of the
ladle, but dipping it in the vessel of corn proceeded to eat and be

as merry as a red man could be,

They also had their war dances, too hideous to describe. The
writer would like to go at detail into g description of all these cug=-
toms of the Indian inhabitants of St. Clair, but snace forbids more
extended rention. It seems that the pioneers did not attempt to pre-
serve much of the actual history of these neople and their customs,
having paid more attention to traditions, particular incidents, and
their battles, The Indians of Arericy undoubtedly gave their country
its first stamp of "liberty"in the true sense.

For the Indian was the very soul of liberty. Confinement he could
not endure. He was intelligent too, in his was--always understood
others and at times when he desired, making himself understood. Hoth
of the tribes that were so well known in St, Clair (the Creeks and the
Cherokees) had a simole languapge easily understood. Years ago--just
after Ashville had been founded, probably in the twenties, three Indian
men were brought to Ashville for trial Gﬁhﬁ"éﬁﬁfgé"Ofwﬁﬁééling horses.,
This was after the states of Alabarma and Georgia had extended their
Jurisdiction over both these tribes or nations so as to induce them
earlier to remowe to the west, which will be presented in the proper
place in these articles, A great many Indians were tried in Ashville
in those days. These three Indians were "ironed" op handcuffed at the
Ashville blacksmith shop, (probably at Bill Alman's blacksmith shop)
which stood either on the north side of the Jno. O, Turner lot on the
public square, or on the north side of the lot belonging to the late
Judge L, F, Box, Just ‘onposite ), D, Goode's residence.) While the
"irons" were being made and put on these Indians one of them, a young
brave, made "motions" or "Tsigns", indlcating that he wanted %o write
a letter to send back home (in North Alabama) by the officers who had
arrested and brought him here. Thereupon someone brought him paner,

a pen and ink and he wrote a letter in the Cherckee written language,
which had been invented by an Indian several Years before tnat tirme,

This language had we believe one hundred and eight characters,
each representing a syllable in the language; thus tha, kee, ock, 1a,
mai, chock, gee, ko, lock and the like; which enabled those learned
in the language to express in writing, their ideas. This was looked
upon as a great invention, and indeed, for an Indian, it was, and for
3 time a paper was nublished at Ross' Landing (now Chattanooga) in the
English and Cherokee languages. The son of the man who published that
paper is now a vrominent Cherokee, who is often at Washington City,
on some agency for the Cherokee nation,

A few small patches of corn was the extent of their agricultural
knowledge. These their 5quaws were compelled to cultivate while their
lord and master smoked his pipe or hunted for game .,




ignorant red men was that of burying with their deag whatever imnlements
or trinkets belonged to them. Tin Cups, pewter plates, bows and arrows
large strands of beads, blow guns and other Wweapons and artiecles of
ornament, etc., interred with their deceased owner, In exlmming the
graves, quite a number of these antiquarian relics have been found and
are today among the valued collections of curiosities on exhibitions
in museums and expositions.

Throughout the county are to be found to this day, huge rock piles,
reared by human hands, and for what nurpose and by whom constructad is
a mystery yet to be solved., The writer has dug into several, but with-
out approaching any nearer a solution to their object and murpose than
before. Many persons have unearthed them, some discovering bones but
as a general rule tilere seems to be quite a different purpose than that
of a sppulchre for their dead, :

Among the most wonderful and interesting antiquarian works or
relics found by the early settlers of the county were the numerous
mounds or ridges--some of which are still to be seen and will be incident-
ally alluded to further on--some too have been built by the Indjans,
these people, probably, derived their ideas from the mounds built by the
mound builders. But those still extant do not seem to belonz to the
class built br the latter race, being distinctly different--smaller in
appearance and varying in tneir contents. Sore, however, are of the
opinion that these constructive ideas of the Indians originated with
themselves, but as we are not writing a work on Palaeontology, facts
only will be given from which the jeader may draw his oWn conclusions.

But it is truly astonishing what skill and tire muast have been employ-
ed in these works of the Indians.

“hen we contemplate tue numerous rounds and rock-piles toey built,
the exceedingly rude and primitive imnlements they manufactured and used
in their every-day life, and, also, their mamers and customs we may
well be astonished,

Here they i{ived happily and contented in these then solitary regions
--far berond the borders of civilization; but a new ara in their career
was dawning wnich would eventually result in their removal, and conse-

o quently their deterioration from their aborizinal state,

We speak of it in this sense, because, in the history of toe world
Wwe have but a few instances of any improvement- ol a %eople by any local
change as such changes have not always affected them in a way to irnrove
their social lives for successive generations, unless wi intercourse
and conquest, they succeed in establishing a more oerfoct civilization
than they previously enjoyed,

In the study of the primitive conditions of mankind, we find that
chanzes from their normal state, either in local reroval or habits of
living, as often affected their nrogress adversel: as beneficially,
There are quite as many instances where social evolution uas been down=
ward as tending unward, Sut even where this has not been the case, it
has often been that for penerations no nercentible orogress has heen
attained, aad indeed, it has been Just as frequent after pooulation
increased by intercourse and conquest that subsequent generations of
the sawe neovle nave attained all their advancemeat.,

T
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It is one of the imoortant problems of tue nresent tire as to

whether the Indians will ever make any degree of advancerent in civili-
zation,

g
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Until several years of the nineteenth century had passed, the
Indian chiefs and warriors might step to the top of the highest
mountains and say, with truthfulness, in the language of William
Cowper in his "Alexander Selkirk":

"I am monarch of all I survey,

My right there is none to dispute,” :
This their own, their native land was to the red men a--
"Throne of royal state, which far Outshone the wealth

of Ormus and of 1d,

Of where the gorgeous fast, with richest hand,

Showers on her kings barbaric peari and gold,"

Whatever may be said of ther these Savage residents of tne Torests,
had their virtues as well as theip vices,

CHAPTER 3

From the year 176l and for several years after, the beautiful section
of country now embraced within the limits of St. Clair county, in con-
nection with all that part of the state of Alabama abo.e the liie of
32 degrees and 28 minutes, was contained in the British nrovince of
Illinois, under British covernrent. At this time this was the T1linois
part of Alabama, uninhabited by Europeans, except a few traders who
resided in the nations of the Upver Creek Indians--those inhabitiag St.
Clair county--and the Cherokees and Chickasaws,

Although the country was claimed by the English by virtue of treaty
with France and Spain, which governments laid claim to it kv ricat of
discovery, the St. Clair territory and surrounding couatry wus i1 cor-
plete possession of tie Indians. These were mostly of the Mfuscogee or
Creek nations, altnoush there was quite a number of Cherokers,

In 179L-5 the county of St. Clair, in comnection with counties of
Clarke, Marengo, Greene, Perry, Autauga, Ribb, Shelby, Tuscaloosa,
Pickens, Fayette, Jefferson and also portions of Blount, Walker, Marion,
Wileox, Monroe, Dallas, Sumpter, and Baldwin, with a larse nart of
Mississippi, were sold to the "Georgia “ompany" of the f“reat Yazoo ILand
Sales: by the fleorgia lerislature for the sum of two hundred and fifty
thousand dollars,

Though these salrs were afterwards declared null and veld and re-
pealed by Georpgia lerislature, the tendency was to cause an influx of
settlers into thwse wild barbarous regions,

These settlers came to occupy the lands pranted by the "Georgia
Company" and remained after the repealing of the sales--it was a riush
something like the Oklahoma rush of a few years ago,

On April 24, 1802, the state of Georgia, to which thig territory
then belonged, ceded to the Federal government of the United States, all
the country now embraced in the state's of Alabama, and Mississipni for
a considerable sum, Immigrants then began to find their way towards the
country; a land office was established, and numbers of settlers entered
land under the pre-emption laws of the United States and under the local
usages and customs,

Yet the title of the Indians, the rightful owners of the territory
still remained to be purchased.
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The reader must bear in mind that when we say above that the
county of St. Clair was, together with other counties, sold to the
"Georgia Company" of the Great Land Sales by the Seorgia Legislature,
we do not mean that St. Clair was then a politieal organization; for
Alabama was not then a state, nor wag America, indeed, entirely free
from foreign difficulties affecting her indenendence, e have refer-
ence to the territory or land now, out of which these counties were,
at a later date formed or organized, some of them before Alabdma
became a state of the Union, which event was corpleted on December
hth, 1819, by a joint resolution of congress, -

It will be remembered by readers of American history that as early
as 1743, in the reign of King George II of England, that monarch granted
to Oglethorpe all the territory between the Savannah and Altamaha Rivers
and by treaty with the Indians, Oglethorpe secured the territory and

formed the state of Georgia, After this teorpgia ravidly filled up with
immigrants.

In a few more years, or about the beginning of the tresent century,
some of the more restless pioneers, armed with their unerring rifles
and in search of adventure, pushed westward, They had heard from other
adventurers, of the picturesque country lying west of them, At that
time these hunters and nioneers had little difficulty ia nenetrating
westward, except such as is usually encountered in exploring a new,
and alrost unknown country., They met the Indians on friendly terms
and in this way were allowed unmolested the privilege of the hunting
grounds, and frequently shared the wigwam of the red men. Thus an

intimacy sprang up between the whites and Indians which lasted for many
years. '

While the whites had these privileges, it can hardly be said that
they had any permanent settlements in this part of the country,

These hunting excursions from the Georgia settlements were kept up
at intervals, and the county of St. Clair and Blount and surrounding
counties (not of course by their present names) soon becare well known
in Georgia and many of the settlers cast a longing eve tc this heautiful
couniry, with all its tempting allurements and fertile soil. Those who
had not visited here were fascinated with the glowing accounts of the
visiters and were determined, to occupy it at no distant day. The
immigration fever spread until it infested other states, reaching South’
Carclina and Yorth -arolina., The Tennesseeans who afterwards came hepe
were due principally to General Jackson's expeditiens,

The Creek Indians occupied the country nearest to the Georgia
settlements, their country was the first invaded by the whites and the
number of invaders were more fiumerous and some probably of a doubtful -
temper in their treatment of the Indians; second, Tecumseh, a powerful
chief of the Shawnee tribe, a crafty diplomat, and one of the shrewdest
Indians known in history, was then anong them. Tecumseh claimed to be
thief of all the tribes nearest the white settlements. It will be
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remembered that Tecumseh had been sent here by the English, then on the
o verge of another war with America, as their secret agent for the purpose
jf of inciting the Creeks to rise up againsi the Federal government of the
United States and take sides with Fngland. The effects of the visits
of Tecumseh were the beginning of hostilities among the whites and Indians,

Hence all efforts made from Georgia to settle this part of the
country were regarded by the Creeks as an infringment on their territory,
and they were not slow to show their hostility. This fact deterred the
e Georgians' hope to possess the territory of St. Clair, Blount and surround-
i ing counties,

The Tennessee River was the great highway to the northern nortion
of Alabama, and not a few settlers pushed their way into St. Clair and
- Blount from east Tennessee and western North Carolina.

The reader will please bear in mind that there were at this time
no roads in the county, nor were any wmade until 1812-13-1l~ when duringe
the Creek Indian War, the "Jackson Trace" was cut out from Tennesses by
the army of fen, Jackson, It is as we judre, quite nrobable that Gen.
Jackson himself followed the trails of some of the early settlers in
his rarch to Fort Strother,

It was not long tdll some of these hunters went back to Tennessee
and North Carolina and moved their families here and began the settle-
ment of Coosa and Canoe Creek Valley in St. Clair and of Brown's
Valley in Blount. At this time there were many hunters and adventurers
within the limits of both counties, but no permanent settlers,

All of these settlers found Indians here living in peace and quiet-
ude, and thanks to Oglethorpe's policy little trouble was encountered
between the two races.

As an incident to show the spirit that existed between the vioneers
and the Indians before the introduction of "firewater" and free from
the prejudicial influences of foreign agents and "tools" and a few bad
white men of the renegade order, we relate the following; we cannot give
dates but it was early in the present century: '

It happened while Coosa River was the line between the whites and
Indians and of course the two sides were frequently much mixed up.
W, A, Coleman, the father-in-law of our present esteemed citizen, Maj.
J. Do Truss, lived near where Riverside is now situated, and his father -
in-law, John Roberson, lived at what is now known as Truss! Ferry, or
Ferryville. Mr. Coleman's oldest little.boy, Sidney, was brought down to
spend: & week with his grandparents when he was between three and four
Years old, but after some two days he took a notion to ro home and while
everybody was busy he struck out alone some three miles on a road rostly
on the river bank, He had not gone far until an Indian by the wayside
gaw .him and knowing him, followed him for the purpose of protecting him.
The Indian took the precaution not to let the little fellow see him to
keep him from being frightened. On arriving at the house little Sidney
fell down on the door steps with the exclamation "Ma I thought I would
never get to your house any more." The Indian who had watched him
through the forests, followed in immediately after him and of
course there was great alarm until it was all understocd, when the
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Indian was doubtless thanked in a most kindly way for his faithfulness.
Mr. Coleman often repeated this story and his eyes filled with tears when
he told it. He always said the Indians were the ncblest hearted neonle
he ever saw until they were wronged and corrupted by the whites and up

to his death he did not hesitate to say that in heart and in honor they
were much better than the whites.

In this Col. M. H. Cruikshanks, of Talladepa, an ant
Indians, agreed with him.

hority on

To quote from the estirable gentlerien who furnished us with this
incident it would seem that the Indian in his high tone and honorable
native conditions, as these gentlemen nave said did not adant himself
very well to the disposition at present shown in many nlaces in wrang-
ling, cheating, defrauding and out sharping everybody and the relying
on having it all fixed up by the grip we think we have cn the Lord
through Christ (Roman Catholicism in Protestant churches) and hence

our slowness in civilizing and Christianizing them. There is a self-
hood or independence about him not found in other races.

"In the days of slavery one white man with not another in 50 miles
of him could manage one thousand negroes by the wave of his hand while
10,000 could not manage one lone Indian because he would die first."

This brings us about up to the second and most interesting in our
country's history--the beginning years of the oresent century.

I had planned an exhaustive history of the Indian inhabitants of
the county and-sketches of the lives of sowe of the more prominent
warriors and chiefs, but the demands on my time at present wreveat re

from visiting those who could rive me data and the data T have collected
is too meager to attemt it.

I would like to tell the young folks (and ray some day) of the
lives and adventures of the two Cherokee chiefs, Chief Ross,
quently went to YWashington in the interest of his Tollowers,
noted John Ridge, one of the ablest chiefs of the Cherokees, who fre-
quently visited Ashville after it became a town. John tidge came often
to Ashville to attend court in behalf of those of his people who fell
into the hands of the law after Georgia and Alabama had extended the
Jurisdiction of their criminal courts over the Indians in the first
third of the present century, to which we will refer in the proper place,
Chief Ridge was a large, stalwart, full-blooded Indian, of proud bearing
and noble mien. He was educated at the North--I believe at a school in
Connecticutt, probably ovne of our best colleges., He married a white
woman, It was not a strange sight in Ashville's street in those earlyr
days to see an Indian, but to see one like Ridge, educated and dressed
in the finest of broadcloth~-the height of luxury in dress then--which
he always wore when visiting Ashville, was a singular spectacle indeed
to those who had only seen Indians in their native costumes of buckskin

hunting shirt, moccasins and leggings or nothing. Ridge was killed by
the Ross party after their removal to the west.

whe fre-
and of the
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I should like to speak at length of old Fife, who used to come from
the Fife-Town of the Creek Indians in Talladega county, with a lot of
his Indian friends, and always took his seat under a cottonwood tree on
the hill north-west of the square in Ashville, near where Mr, John Nelson

lives, and locked as if his poor heart would break at the thought of leav-
ing this land. It was a hard blow to some of them--their removal. Poor
old Fife~ like "Lo, the poor Indian," his name should not go down in his-
tory unhonored, unsung or unwept,

Some of these Indians were wealthy, too for these times.
like to tell you of Peggy Pathkiller, anc
in the county was appraised at $4,676,35,
Utiles, old Money Hunter, Scraper, and other Cherokees connected with the
county's history but my limited knowledge of them might force re into the
field of romance and hence I refrain. But if any of the older settlers

can give us any Indian history we will preserve a nlace for it in future
articles,

I would
ther Cherokee, whose estate here
and of old Drageging Cance,
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CHAPTER Iv
THE - INDIAN WARS

We now come to deal with history within the memory of wen now.
living, If perchance, I should state as a fact anything erronecus, or
be mistaken in dates, etec., I will take it as a personal faver if
those who are acquainted with the facts will assist me in correcting
some. A1l history should be accurate, and I desire to make these
sketches as accurate as can be done at this day, sc far distant from
the date of the enactment of the events described.

I shall not atiempt just at this point in these sketeches to give
any biographical history except incidentally. I have considered data,
which has been secured only by means of triring and persevering efforts
but I find our people, as a general thing seem to take little interest
in the matter of Dreserving their genealogy and family history.

If those descendants of early settlers of the county will kindly
favor me with a full written sketch of their family I will appreciate
it. Or if they will come and tell me their family nistory I shall
gladly put it in oroper form for preservation,

We spoke, last week, of Tecumseh, the great Indian chief, diplo-
mat and leader, and stated that the effect of his .isit was the
commencement. of the hostilities between the races.

In 1812, or thereabouts, the Indians began to nrotest arainst the
further encroachments of the white settlers. They perceived that the
country was being rapidly occupied and settled in various -~laces and
naturally reasoned that within a few years, if this continued, they
would be driven from the country or that all the Fame would be driven
away or killed. This added fuel to the war flames fanned by Tecumseh's
glib speeches, and soon a strong feeling of hostility was manifest,
This was followed by occasional disturbances and outbreaks and by the
end of the year many nhad been killed on both sides, There was consid-
erable fighting up and down Canoe creek and Coosa river esvecially,
and occasionally an Indian, would scalp a white settler in the mount-
ains near Cliff Springs, on Blount Mountain, The whites, hovever,
had made many friends among the Indians and it took sope little time
for all of the latter to thoroughly imbibe the war snirit and take up
the tomshawk., But nearly all did so, They had their council of war
at Littefuchee, an Indian village a few miles up the creek, and a
council is also said to have been held at Bluff Spring, near Cataula as
it was then or Ashville now.

Tecumseh, who was already waging his war with the whites in the
south, hearing of the troubles in this section, now St, Clair and Blount,
counties (not then of course known as counties) incited the Creeks and
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It was then the Indian war whoop was heard in all its direful
reality in the forests about Ashville and throurhout St. Clair. Tie
Indians would have a war dance at which they would nut on the war
paint, usually red, from which fact they were called by Jackson's
men "Red-stick," They would, during these dances, throw their toma-
hawks into trees and stumps, or erect a war stick and marching around
it bury their tomahawks in this. On the next day they would bury it
in the head of a white settler if, perchance, one was so unfortunate
as to cross their pathway, and proud, indeed, and honored by his friends,
was the warrior who could exhibit, as the evening shades covered the
hilltops of the mountains about Ashville, a white man's gcalp reeking
from his belt, with a triumphant shout nolding it up--drinping with
blood--on the point of a spear or poisoned arrow to the view of his
rejoicing allies.

The scalp was usuwally a rounded or circular piece of skin, ran-
ging from the size of a dollar up to a small saucer, cut with a scalp=
ing knife from the top of the head of the white hunter who had fallen
by the hand of the "brave" or warrior. Tt was strung on a piece of
buckskin, like beads and the warrior who could show the iarrest number
was a vroud man and an honored one in his tribe.

We have heard it said that Warrior river in Blount took its name’
from the fact that the warriors along the line of that stream could show
more scalps than thosge of the Coosa or Cance.

The war was carried on mostly along the banks and in the valleys of the
Coosa and Tallapoosa rivers.

The Indians rallied from <t. Zlair and Rlount and joined Tecumseh
whenever needed,

The hardy "hunters" of St. Clair and Blount (we can hardly vet
call them settlers) also responded to the call to arms. The tocsin 6f
war between the races had been sounded and it was to be a war of exter-
mination. The whites knew full well that thev could exnect no quarter
from the Indians, and that their capture rmeant torture at the stake,
running the gauntlet and hair pulling at the hands of the swarthy
"red-sticks"., Even the squaws and papooses or babies of the warriors
engaged with zest in these tortures, and seemed to derive a more
enjoyment from it.

The Indians of St. Clair during this time were fully as wild and
barbarous as the Indians we read of in the border books during the days
of Lewis Wetzel, Daniel Boone, and along the Muskingum,

This was before the incident related in the last chapter and there
were too, isolated cases of friendship between certain Indians and
certain whites,

The Indians also had a peculiar way of fighting., He would not
fight "fair" but always sought cover. When he trailed a hunter through
the woods along the Canoce or the Joosa, he usually crept up close to
him and shot him at short range with a poisoned arrow or split his
skull with a tomahawk while the hunter slept, and no hunter dared sleep
alone in the woods in those days except from necessity.
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The Indian would always take to a tree or a log to shield him from
the bullet of the wiite munter's rifle, and never would consent to

stand out in the open place as a target to be shot at,

It was about this time or it may have been in 1815, that the famous
Davy Crockett came through here on his way to Jones Velley, not far from
Birmingham, presumably "hmnting Indians".. He fell i1l at the house of
one Jolly Jones, an early settler or hunter.

Davy was one of the most famous hunters of his day and to have him
at one's house was almost equal to an insurance policy arainst the In-
dians, for Davy's bullet never rissed, and his powder never flickered
in the pan of hig flint lock. His nerve was steady, and many is the
time whben he "barked a squirrel, and snuffed a candle,"

For in these times the hunters wotld have their tests of marksman-
ship, or shooting matches, and "barking a squirrel" was a method they
had of killing squirrels by shooting so as to ¢lip off the bark of the
1imb the squirrel was on jarring it to death without touching it.

This method left no hole in the skin and did not injure or btruise the
meat. "Snuffing the candie" was shooting off the "snuff" or end of
the wick of a tallow candle without putting the light out.,

Davy Crockett could do both of these with great ease, but at the
time spoken of he had no reputation, but was regarded as a sidewalk wit,

While at the house of Jolly Jones, then in what is now Jelferson,
he was playing with his rifle, showing his skill, and a wormaa named
Betty Clarke was standing near him. In sore way the rifle fired,
accidentally or otherwise, and chipped off the end of her nose,

Later Crockett went to Vinchester county, Tennessee, and while
there he met Messrs. Joseph Riley, S3r., and John Smith. He told them
of the valley and they moved down to a noint within two miles of Jones-
boro and have lived there since. The valley was naped after an old
settler named Jones, who originally owned a large tract of the valley
land.

This incident may have besn about 101k or 15, at a later day than
the Indian wars, but it serves to show the type of peronle the Indians
had to [ight, and we can readily see haow hopeless was their contest
against the leaden bullets Trom men handled by men like Davy Crockett.

Soon the news of the batile of Burnt Corn way down in Zonecuh
county, south Alabama was heralded abroad among the Indians from tribe
to tribe. All the war trinkets, weavons and utensils were secured and
put in shape. Head feathers from eagles or turkeys were secured and
put in condition and new vessels of war noint supplied.

The battle of Burnt Corn took nlace in July 1813,

On the 13th of August 1813, the Ft. Mims massacre occurred, Ft,
Mims was in Baldwin county on the Alabama tlver, and tihe inhabitants
were "surprised" by the Creeks and the fort destroyed. It was one of
these atrocious "surnrises" that General Washington was so careful to
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guard against, and like the one which incensed him so greatly, when he
was president against Gen. St. Zlair (who was on this acoount removed .
and whose place was afterwards supnlied by Mad Anthony Wayne), Here
at Ft. Mims LOO whites, men, women and chjldren were put to death,
This atrocious' deed aroused the indignation of the white peonle and
they at once flew "to arms", It was now "war to the death'--a war
of extermination--against the "red-sticks".

There were but few hunters here however. We do not know of any
who lived in what is now St, Clair county at this tire (1813). We
know of some who had "settled" in Rlount however and who had passed
through St. Clair and tarried awhile on their way to other counties,

Even as early as 1810, 4 Gilbreath, a fearless pioneer had core
to Blount county, vassing through 3t. Clair, in search of lead, or
lead ore, and he explored the two counties. One fieorge Fields either
accompanied Mr. Gilbreath or soon after followed him--~of this we have

Mo other authentic record. George Fields was probably related to
Moses and Isaac Wields, who togetner with Andrew MeLaughlin and “Devil
John Jones, according to Thomas M. Owen, in his "John Owen's Journal,
of his removal from Virginia to Alabarma" came fror Tennessee in the
soring of 113 and made a small cron of corn that Year near the pre-
sent city of Bessemer, now is Jeffersoa county, In the fall these
men brought their families, Jones VYalley takes its name from "Nevil"
John Jones. The town of Jonesboro, near Bessemer, we suggest, also
derives its name from the same source. It is said that Caleb Finley
also came with !r. Jones, and that both were from Madison county,
Alabama, but we are inclined to believe Hr, Owens the better authority
on this subject. Caleb Finley located at Bear Meat (Cabin now Blounts-
ville ) .

About this time or a little while later John Gunter appeared on
the scene. Gunter was partly raised amoag the Cherokees and had a
distinct recollection of the Revolutionary War. He was a noble hearted
man and many times afterwards aided the settlers in making desirable
selections for sites for their homes.

Col., Richard Brown also came throush St. Tlair afterwards makiag
his home in Blount, and later from his familiarity with St. Clair Geo-
graphy led one of Jackson's scouting expeditions with a band of his In-
dian friends rendering valuable service through his knowledge of St.
Clair's geography.

I mention these settlers or hunters this early in my narrative
because, while some of them are not reported to have come here till
1815-16, T have data that at least a few of them figured in the Jackson
Indian wars--Col. Richard Brown certainly did.

The Ft. Mims affair aroused the indignation of the country to such
a pitch that Gen. Andrew Jackson set out from Nashville, Tennesses with
an army of 2,000 ren, thrifty Tennesseeans. His purpose was to clear
the country along the Coosa aad Alabara rivers of tie Creek Indians.
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This army passed along the Coosa and Alabama rivers of the Creek Indians.
This army passed through Blount county cutting out timber and making a
road as they marched. This road was afterwards known as the "Jackson
Trail" or "Jackson Trace", Gen. Jackson followed g direct south course
from the Tennessee river, selecting the best crossings at the rivers and
coming through the gaps in the mountains. Indeed, so well selected was
the trace that it has been used to the oresent day as a public thorough-
fare and is regarded as a well ciiesen route

A large part of this army .encamped a few days in Blount on the
Warrior river, at the place where M, A. Brickwell resided a few vears

ago, and while there numbers of hunters then in Blount flocked to his

banner. It was orobably while here that Col. Richard Brown Joined the
army.

After much difficulty, Jackson cut his way to Will's creek, now in
Ktowah county, which was inzluded in the original boundaries of St.
Clair county, where he encamped on October 28, 1813, destitute of bread
and provisions for his army, to allew his Toragiug parties to secure a
supply of rations. As the contractors had totally failed to fulfill
their engagements with him, his army was almost in a starviag econdition,

While encamped at this noint, Gen. Jackson dispatched Col, Tyer
with a small force of +wo hundred cavalry to attack the Indian town of
Littefuchee, twenty miles distant, situated on Canoe Creek. Arriving
at Littefuchee at four o'clock on the morniag of October 27, they
burned down the town and captured twenty-nine prisoners, consisting of
men, women and children, Returning to camp, they met another detach..
ment which had been sent out to secure a sunply of beeves, corn, ete,
This detachment had captured four Indians of the war party and two
Negroes, probably refugee slaves wno had taken up their atode with the
redskins. Two other Creeks of the a0stile party were brousght in by
old Chinobe--an-aged Hillabee chief~-and his son.

These prisoners were all sent together to Huntsville.

I am unable to get anything definite as to tiie location of this
Indian town. It was on Nance creek atove Ashville according to Gen.
F. M. Thomason (probably about five or six riles), I would like for
some one who 1s informed as to its location to heln re to locate it
definitely.

It is quite nrobable that other battles happened here in St. Clair
county. I have rade an effort to secure tiie official record of Jackson's

operations in St. Clair. If T am successful T shall give the record in
full.

In the meantime while Gen. Jackson was still encamped on Willls
creek--in St. Clair county afterwards -- waiting for his foraring parties
to secure enough provisions from the fertile and beautiful vallev of the
Coosa to proceed southward, the Creeks had asserbled in large numbers at
their town of Tallasehatchee~-afterwards in Calhoun county--thirteen
miles distant from his camp,
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Coffee, who had been promoted to the rank of Bripgadier ileneral,
was dispatcned by Jackson at the head of one thousand rwen, with one-
half of waor he was directnd to attack the enemy. The other half
was directed to scour the country near the Ten Islands lor the »ur-
pose of covering his operations.,

Fording tne Coosa at the Fish Dam, four miles above the Islands,
Coffee advanced to Tallasehatchee, surrounded the town at tahe risine
of the sun on Hovember 3rd, 1813 and was met by the savages and their
prontiets with whoops and tie sounding of drums~--the nronhets Leins
in advance,

Attacking the decoy companies statiocned by Joffee, they were soon
surrounded by troons who charged them with rreat slaurinter. ifter a
short, but terrible action, eigaty-four women and children were taken
priscners wnile the slain bodies of one hundred and eiphty-six warriors
were counted unon the battlefield, where, unavoidably sore woren also
perished. Many other bodies, uncounted, lav concezled in the weeds,
Five Americans were killed and eirhteen wounded.

Late in the evenine o the same day, Jen. Colfee recrossed the
Coosa and marched his little army to Gen. Jackson's headquarters, Hot
a solitary warrior remmed for his 1life and it is believed, not an
Indian escared to the woods, to tell in after years the results of this
battle. All the prisoners captured wesre sent to Huntsville,

Gen. Jackson cetailed a company of soldiers to rerove tne Indians
from 0ld or Unner Cataula and Jew or Lover Cataula across the Coosa
river. Those .rom Jew or Lower Cataula and nrobably those from hoth
Indian towns were settled at and arouand a ~lace called the "Plum
Orchard", known afterwards as the "Fife-Town" of Creek Indiaas, which
was on the reoad afterwards wade from Talladepa to Jacksonville about
five miles north of the Chockoloceo creek. e infer this fror the
incident heretofore related in regard to old Fife's visits to Ashville,
They did not like to unave to give up this land. It is hardly probable
they came back to look for treasures buried by their ancestors or
{riends when removed,

Gen. Jackson, now forcing nis way over the Coosa mountain, arrived
at Ten Islands where he began to erect a second depot for sun-lies,
(having already erected one--Fort Deposit--on Thorpson's creek in the
present county of Calhoun which was nrotected by strong picketing and
blockhouses and to which he gave the name of Fort Strother,

There was a considerable fortification there, and older citizens
ray recollect having seen the gateposts till a late day with an avnear-
ance of earthworks thrown up around in places., These were the ruins
of the historical old fort, which is now embraced within the boundaries
of 3t. Clair Tounty.

This was Jen. Jackson's nlace of rendezvous during the Creek Indian
War in St. Clair and surrounding counties, It was situated near the
foot of the wountains on the west sidr of the Coosa 1iver and on the
public road asz it was afterwards laid ost from Ashville to Talladega.
It was near thir ferry crossing known in =arl. times as Jurinn's and
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Pursuant to this agreement, the army with its baggapge started,
along the route indicated, and at about noon of the first or sacond
day's march, met the long looked for wagons loaded down with nrovisions,
At this joyful signt, camp was at once pitched and a1l hands set eaper-
ly to work cooking and eating and enjoying themsalves mugely, then
lay down to rest and have a good sleep,

Late in the nipght Gen. Jackson was informed that a consniracy had
been formed arainst him and that the troons had determined to 70 back
to their homes in Tennessee and not to return to Fort Strother, and
this they had arreed to do,

The General!s quarters being in front Immediately in the route
they would have to £0, he before daylight had collected about sixty
or eighty rmen and officers--including his artillerymen, with their
cannons charged and ready to be fired, Py sunrise he placed them in
battle array across the road, with himself on horsebaci in the middle
of the line, His arm beins in a sling, he held in his rirht hand a
musket, the wuzale of which was resting between his horse's ears.

Very soon the rebellious troons formed in columns ang cormanies
in the open woods, and with fife and drum sounding to their quick
marching, came rapidly forward.

Gen. Jackson had given to those aligned with him the command:
"DON'T FIRE A G ONTIL I FIRE, THEN SELL YOUR LIVES A3 ey a3
YO CANL®

Imagine, reader, if vou can, what must have been the feelings of
these soldiers, arraved, as they were, friend arainst friend, kinswman
against kinsman, father agalinst son and brother against brother, on
the verge of a deadly combat. These men tad sworn to obey tasir
general, but driven by starvation almost to desperation, they revolted
and bore upon their countenances a look of determination which no one,
save those who have seen it, can describe.

With beating heart the General waited until ithe front ranks of
the advancing column approached with a short distance--less, nerhaps,
than fifty yerds~-while it was not yet quite light, so they could see

"him nlainly and his array to resist them, when raising himself in his
stirrups, in a loud, terrible voice, he commanded:

"HAT TN

The mutinous troups wavered an instant, then stooned as if struck
by an electric shock.

Again came the command:
"Right about facel"
With one accord they turned about as machines,

"Forward march, every d'e--d rascal of youl"
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They stepped off quickly and the General put himself at the head
of the column and marched the army back to Fort Strother. This was the
end of this mutinous affair. In a short tire relief troops came aud
the veteral soldiers were marched home to Tennessee and discharged.

The above scene is supposed to have occurred in the flat piney
woods between Cance croek and the foot of the mountain.

_ There was a boy soldier by the name of Burk, about 16 years old,

g sick and reclining at the root of a tree within thirty feet ol General

s Jacksen when-this thrilling real dramatic affair occurred. lle was so
situated that he could see Gen Jackson's face when the General was
riving his cormands, and after this boy became an old ran, he gaid he
could shut his eyes and see that face avain, with the look of deter-
mined resistance upon it, annearing as the countenance of sore destruct-
ive demon from the lower recions,

That hoy soldier, when a man became a large merchant in Nashville,

Savannah, ilew Yor), and Texas, where he died resnected and honored.

Having becore well accuaiated with Gen. Jackson, ne visited the Hermit-
; age after the latter nad becore nresident, and ia their conversation
b told hir about havine been a witiess to the scene just descrited, aad
h said that ne nad always desired to ask what were then his feelings
while giving those commands, that rade his fact present such a terrible
and cormranding asrect,

Gen. Jackson replied that he knew the Tennesseeans well, and had
very little hope of tnraing ther back. He said that was one time in
his 1life that he exnected to die and nad deliberately made up his mind
that if those troo-s did go to Tennessee, they would have to march
over hig dead body,

The deeds and incidents we nave just recorded were characteristic
of Gen. Andrew Jackson--or "0ld Hickory" as he was familiarly called--
through his long, eventful and successful 1life. The people who follow-
ed him and who knew him, with few excentions liked him, and afterwards,
when he ran for president of the Unilted 3tates only seven voles were
polled azainst him in St. Clair county.

A number of vears afterwards when St. Clair had becore a large
county and Ashville a flourishing town, (about the year 1025, as near
as date car be obtained) one of the Liph chiefs of the Creek Indians,
by the name of McIntosh either had been or was at:out to be enparad in
negotiating a treaty for the removal of the Indians to the west, waen
he was killed by a company of red-nainted Indians. Great numbers of
these "red-sticks" at once became hostile and the Talladega tribe fled
to Ashville for protection and remained in Ashville for quite a while.
They encamped at the big soring east of Ashville, now on Judge Jares
T, Oreen's beautiful place, "Tawassa Farm" but in those days the pro-

" perty of Col. John Massey, who was at the time sheriff of the county.
?} (At that tire the snring was east of the big rock and ran under the

I rock to the west side of the rock.) Col. Massey, under public author-
ity of some kind had the Talladega Indians fed and cared for uatil

the Indians in the nation were pacified.
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The Daniel lLastly that escaped from the beseiged fort and renarted
the condition of the Talladega Indians to Cen. Jackson (an account of
which has already been given) was with this tribe in Ashville and bLis -
brother, Alexander Lastly, a large man was also with them.

Alexander Lastly was then chief of the Talladegas, and under the
seductive influence of a few drinks of whiskey administered to him by
white folks from Ashville who congrepated about the Indian camns,
would amuse the crowd by making big speeches in the Indian Lanruace.

When asked why the parts of his person or limbs not clothed cid
not get cold, he wéuld reply -in broken English, "Me all face!l”

He had a nephew, a boy often seen in town, wiio, when asked his
name, alvays replied "Gen, Jackson." This boy had in fact been horn the
very night the tribe were rescued from the beseiged fort by Gen, Jack-
son., We here give this incident to show in what estimation this part-
icular tribe of Indians held Gen. Jackson.

In the series of conflicts which soon followed--in Oct., 1813-.
and ending with the battle of Tohopeka, or the Great Horse Shoe Bend,
in March 181k, the Creeks were so thoroughly defeated, and their power
so completely broken that they were compelled to accept a humiliating
peace. This war deprived St. Clair of both her Indian and white
hunters for the time "they were engaged, and the rame appeared more
abundant than ever before. The woods seemed full of deer and wild
turkey, while the streams were almost crowded with fish ready to feed
the few and almost fdimished Indian warriors who were so Jortunate
as to return to the séenes of deadly strife. The faces of the squaws
and papooses were. wreathed in smiles and grins when they discovered
their Lord dnd Master approaching, for upon him depended his family
for food, bronght doyn by bis bow and arrow, The autumn of 181k was
a period of ' peace and plenty to the Indians; there were game and fish
in abundance, and wild honey taken from the hollow tree, the native
home of the honey bee,

This was the Indian's paradise a paradise from which he rust
soon be expelled. His fate was already sealed, for on the 9th of
August of that year the chiefs ceded to the United States fifteen
million acres of territory including St. Clair County.

The happy warrior, his dusky wife and papooses must leave the
bones of their ancestors, and the home of their childhood where they
had spent so many happy days.

No wonder the red men lingered in this county long after they
had orders to leave. No wonder they hesitated when rathering their
little plunder to leave the spot so sacred to them. Wo wonder they
sent the quivering arrow to some human heart as a parting salutation
for their troubles, the moans of their wives and tears of their
children,
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CHAPTER &
FORMATION OF THE GOUNTY: ITS BOUNDARIES

The Creek war closed with the splendid victory of Gen, Jackson over
the Indians at Ft. Jackson in March 181L, In the fall of ‘the year, Aur.
9, 181k, the formal treaty of capitulation was signed, On the nart of
the United States this war was justly regarded as "unprovoked, inhuman,
and sanguinary," and the government demanded an equivalent in land for
all expenses incurred in its prosecution., Gen. Jackson and 7ol. Renja-
min Hawkins renresented the United States, and it was not until after
a months tiresome negotiation that the treaty was signed. The land
ceded included all of the country claimed by the Creeks west of the
Coosa river, and south of a line running southeast from about “leturpka
to the Chattahoocha river a little below Fufaula., The northern and
western limits of the cession being undefined, treaties were concluded
with the other Indian tribes, -On Sent. 1h, 1816 the Cherokees ceded
all their claims to lands sonth of the Tennessee, and west of a small
tract north of the Coosa river. On Seot., 20, 1819, a cession was rade
by the Chickasaws of all their lands north of the Temnessee river and
also all south of that river, east of Zanoe Creek, and also east of
a line from the source of this creek due south to Gaines road, thence
along this road to Cotton Gin Port, and from the waest branch of the -
Tombigbee to the Choctaw boundary.

On Oct. 2k, 1816 the Choctaws relinquished all of their claims %o
lands east of the Tombigbee. It will be seen at a glance that these
_ cessions included practically all of the country south of the Tennsssee
and lying between the Coogsa and Tombigbee rivers.

Anticipating early efforts at sritlement, Tov. Tevid Holmes of tie
Mississippi territory, by proclamation, created all of the lands, ceded
Aug. &, 1814 iato the county of ‘lonroe. On Dec. 9, 1815, the territorial
legislature provided for its organization., At this tire the settled
parts of this alrost limitless county lay along the east side of the
Alabama river, the settlers having nrincipally entered fror the adjoin-
ing counties on the west and south. A large influx of settlers, comiag
in mostly from Ga., and settliig on the Alabama and Coosa rivers, in
the vieinity of Ft, Jackson, necessitated the creation, by the territorial
legislature, of the new county of lontgomery, Dec. 6, 1616, with Tt,
Jackson as the nlace for holding courts.

In the northern nart of the cession, now comprisine the counties
lying south of the Tennessee river, permanent settlements were first
made just across that river about 1£15, In the previous year various
adventurous explorers had probably prosnected over the whole of the {7
upper region; and it is not unlikely that the soldiers from Tennessee
in the Creek wars had treasured up in their remory beautiful localities
to which they expected to return., No evidence exists of earlier nerw
manent settlements than in 1€15. By the end of this year and the sprins-
of 1816, settlements had been made in "Bear Meat Cabin" (now Mlountsville)
Cahaba Valley in St, Clair and Shelby counties, Jones and Aoune's valley
in Jefferson county and "the Falls of the Warrior", now Tuscalcosa,
I'rom Hadison county the immigrants went down the old Indian trace, now
the Huntsville road in vart, leading from Ditto's Landing to lMud Town
on the Cahaba. Large numbers came down the Tennessee River on flat hoats
and landed at Deposit or Gunter's Landing. The road from Horth
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Georgia, by which these from that state and alse from Zouth Careclina
reached this section, crossed the Chattahoochee River at tio apn-r
Shallow Ford, passed through lome, 3a., crossed Jill's Creek viear
Bennettsville (now near Attalla), and thence along the east side of
the Mountains,

The inrush of settlers became so craat in the thrae "ol lowine
years that the first Territorial Tegislature of Alahara, wrhich et
at St. Stephens, Mashinpton Co., in “eb. 101, found ore of its first
duties in forming coutty roverament for the aew cor-unities,  hly
Seven counties existed at the forration n® tie territors in 1717,

The first legislature created *hirteen new ones, and among them,
formed Teb, 7, 1818, was Shelby, so nared in honor of Jov, Isaac
Shelby, of Ky, 'As its upner rart com-rises the ~resent Ste Clair,
the boundaries contained in 5ec. I of tha art are Tiven in Tnll;

"That hereafter all that tract ol country lwing west of e
Cherokee boundary line; scuth and east ol tne county of BHlount, and
north of a line to be drawn fror west to east turoush the southern
extremity of the Cahaba Valley, frecr the eastern ooundary of said
county of Hlount to Coosa river, and tience un said river to wiere
it is intersected by the said Cherokee boundaries to be called and
knewn by the name of Shelby,"

Provision was made for nolding courts for the county of “helr:
at the nouse of illiam S. “allace,

L

On Teb."6, the day orevisus, DBlount county wud Lean Fopmed,

The second session of tie territorial lesislature +i ich eoavened
in Hovenber 181 created St. Olaip County out of i unner wap: o
Snelby, and from its importance tne act ig nrinted in full, It winl
appear fron the foregoing that the nresent lirits of St, Tlaire ‘ave
successivel, been a part of Fontgomery and Shelby counties, but it
may be said that no povernmental functions annear to have axlercissd
over its neorle by the first two counties,

s

The act to alter and ascertain more particularly +the bhoundaries
of the county of Sheldy and to lay off a new county ia the northeast
part thereof, to be called and anown by tuae nare of 5t Slair “ounty,

SECTION I. Be it enacted by the Lerislative Council and lionge
of lepresentatives of the Alabama Territory in General assernly cona
vened, that Shelby County shall hereafter be bounded by a line, he-
ginning on the north bank of the Cooma river opposite the other snd
of the Procter's Island, and running thence directly to the souarce of
the main stream of Hulberry creek, and from thence direct course ‘o
the mouth of James Moore's spring branch, on MHahon's creek, and thence
down said creek to the ford, on the wagon road leading from Hazelett's
to the Pleasant Valley, tiience a direct course to where tlie road head-
ing from Thomas Lindsay's to %William Lovelady's, crosses the Cahaba
Valley road, thence along said road to Major John Mahon's, and leaving
him in the county of Cahaba, thence a direct course to wonere the hound-
ary line in the county of Cahaba, thence a direct course to where the
boundary line of the county of Tuscaléosa crosses Roup's valley creek,
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thence along the boundary lime of said county, to the southeast
corner of the county of Blount, and thence along the southeast boundary
of said county of Blount, to the main road leading from Johes' Valley,
to Willjam Guthries, and thence a direct course to the mouth of Kimulee
(sic) creek on the Joosa, and thence down the Coosae river including the
tract of country appertaining to Fort Williams to the beginning.

SEC. 2 And be it further enacted, that all that tract of country includ-
ed in the following boundary llnes, Vviz: Beginning at the northwest
corner of the county of Shelby, and from thence running along the ridge
dividing the waters of the Black Warrior from those of the Cahaba and
Coosa rivers to the Cherckee boundary line, thence along said line to the
Coosa river, thence down said river to the county of Shelby, and thence
along the boundary of said county to the beginning, shall form one
county to be called and known by the name of 3t. Clair,

SEC. 3 And be it further enacted, That there shall be holden in and for
the said county of St. Clair, in each year, a superior court of law and
equity, on the second lMonday's in March and September, and there shall
be holden in and for the said county of St. Clair in each year, a county
court on the third Monday's in March and Septerber, and an irmediate .
court, on the fourth Mondays in December and June.,

SEC. L And be it further enacted, That for the time being, the said
courts for the said county of St. Clair, shall be holden at tiie house of
Alexander Brown, and that the said courts in and for the said county of
Shelby, shall hereafter be holden at the house of Benjamin May. TDut the
said courts may respectively for want of necessary buildings at the
several places herein designed for holding the same, adjourn to such
other places contiguous thereto, as may seem most oroper.

SEC. § And be it further enacted, That the superior county and inter-
mediate courts herein required to be holden, may respectively continue
their sessions six judicial days, and no longer.

SEC. & And be it further enacted, That tie county courts of said

county of Shelby and St. Clair, and of the counties adjoining them as
far as their boundaries are the same. respectively, shall aopoint one

or more commissioners each, to run and mark the boundary lines between
their respective counties, and that tue exnense of running and marking
said lines be paid equally by the counties appointing said commissioners.

SEC..7 And be it further enacted, THAT all suits, actions, and plaints,
now pending and undetermined in the superior or county courts in the
said counties of Shelby, Cahaba and St. 7lair shall and may be tried
and determined in the superior or county court (as the case may be)of
the county wherein the originmal »rocess therein may have bheen returned,

STC. 8 And be it further enacted, That the said county of St. Clair
shall be entitled to one renresentatlve, and the said county of Shelby
two, and no more, any time(sic)} to the contrary notwithstanding,
(Signed) J. W. Walker

Speaker of House of Representatives.

James Titus,
Pregident of the Legislative Council,

Approved 20th November, 1818
Wm. W, Bibb
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(Acts of the General Assembly of the Alabama Territery, 2nd
Session, 1818, page 18.) .

Dec. 20, 1820, an act passed providing: That all that part of St. Clair
county, lying within the following bounds, viz: berinning where the line
dividing the county of St. Clair ang Shelby leaves Jefferson county;
thence along said line to Cahaba river; thence un said river to the mouth
of a creek commonly called fGrirmet's fork; thence un said creek +to its
extrere nead, thence north to the line dividing townshins fourteen and
fifteen, thence along said line to Hartgrove's at the head of Jones!
Jefferson.” To take effect April lst., 1821, Geulmin's Yigest, v. 95,

Jan., 1628, Act passed nroviding "That the civil and criminal Jurisdic-
tion of the circuit court of St. Clair and Shelby counties, be, and the
same if hereby extended so as to be concurreant in the Creek Nation,
with the jurisdiction given to the circuit court of Autauga county,

by an act, entitled anact, to extend the civil and cririnal jurisdiction
of this state ever so much of the freek Hation, as was ceded under the
treaty of the Indian Springs of 1825 wherein the chartered limits of tue
state of Alabama, approved Jan., 12th, 1627; and that powers equal to
these given by said act to the circuit court of Autausa, and lereby in
all respects extended to the circuit court of 3t. Clair aixi Shelby
counties." --Acts,, 1827-28, p. 30,

Jan. 29, 1629. Act passed nroviding: "That all the territory within
the following boundaries, to-wits Beginning on the bauk of Coosa river,
at the mouth of Kimulga creek, and runniag thence with }cIntosn's read
to the Georgia line; thence with the said line northwardly to tue beund-
ary line between ihe Creek and “herockee nations; toence wrstwardly witi
the said last named boundar; to tae mouth of 'Jill's ereek on Coosa;
thence down Coosa to the becinning, shall Le added to and fore a part
of the county of St. flair." The limits of Shelby, Foutsormery and Pike
were in like wamner extended eastward to include the lands of the Treek
Nation the whole act bheing entitled: "An act to extend tue Jurisdiction
of the state of Alabara over the Creek Hation."

The jurisdiction of the cireuit court, and of the orchan's court
and of the courts of road and revemue is extended over trie enlarmed
limits of the counties.

It is made the duty of the court of roads and revenue in tihe coan-
ties on the lst Monday in July, 1629, or shortly therealter, to annoint
a suitable nerson "to make an accurate census of tne Indian population
residing in his county, XXX noting the number of mixec bload, and also
the pumber of slaves owned by the Indian vopulation," and to ~ake return
to the clerk of the county court and also a gecretar) «f state. He is
to be paid 13,00 per day, Hothing in the act is to be coustried "As
to impose taxation or militia duty on the Indians", until sare s snec-
1ally authorized by the législature, --Acts 18626-29, on. 5960,

Jan. 15, 1831, Act passed rearranging, defining, and "chansing the lines
between the counties of Shelby, Jefferson and St. €lair."
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Sec. 1 That hereafter, he line dividing the counties of Shelby ad 34,
Clair, shall be as follows, to-wit: verianing on the Joosa river, at the
mouth of Kellie's creek; thience up said creek to Jastleberries old nill;
tiience to James Giviis, in Tahawba valler, so as to dincliade the Robert-
sons on Kellies creek, in Shelny counly; t.ence aortiwest to Sahawba
river, so as to. include said Givins ia “%. Jlair Jountys thence up said
river to tie line of Jefferson Count; .”

Sec. 2 "That all north of the line desivaated in the Tirst section of
this act, shall be added to and comnosed a nmart of Ot, Clair countiy and
all south of said liae shall he added to aad cormose & part of Shelhy
County, 1830-31, p. 30.

Jan. 21, 1832, Act passed designating county boundaries., This was
conseguent upon the extension ol jurisdiction over the Indian lands,
The counties effected are Morgan, Rlount, Jackson, Franklin aad St.
Clair,

Section 5 nrovides "That all the territory included in tae Tollowioy-
boundaries, viz: Beginning at the scurce of Line croek, upona the ton of
Raccoon mountain, thence north westwardly to the line dividiar alakara
from the state of Teorgia, tnence southeastwardly along said liue to
the line dividing the Cherokee fror tie Creek natios of Indians, thence
westwardly along said line to the Coosa river, thence un said river to
the north of ¥ill's creek, thence un said ‘'ill's creek to the mouth of
Line creek, theace up said Line creek to iLue aforesaid beeinnine, shall
be added to and compose a part of tre county of 5t, Clair."--icts

1831-32, p. 36,

Dec. 18, 1832. The counties of Calhoun {taen Tenton) and Talladera were
formed thus restricting the jurisdiction of the county of 3t. Olair to
the Coosa river as its eastern boundary,

Jan. 1k, 182L. 4Act passed srovidiag: Taat sereafter all that part of
St. Clair county, beginning due south of ¥William Davis, at tie nresent
boundary line of Jackson and St, Clair counties, and rumine a strairht
direction to Raizen Rowling's, so as o ineclude said Raizen Rowling's
in Jackson county, thence due east to the state line of Georria; thence
along said line until it strikes the present boundary line of Jackson
county, shall be and cormose a nart of tie county of Jackson.--icts

1833"‘3'—1_’ p- ]-l.lo

Dec., 30, 1E£3l. Act nroviding: "That all that section of the county
east of the Coosa river, commencing at tne mouth of Will's creek, runaiig
said river to Childer's ferry and fron taence lollowing the Z3eorsia iload
from the said ferry to the Jeorgia line, Le, and tae same is nerhy '
attached to Benton county, and tie said Coosa river on one side and the
Georgia road on the otner, are lLereby made and establisued as tne county
boundaries of the said counties." --icts 183L-5, p. 5.

Jan. 9, 1836. An act to divide the county of St. Tlair:




33

Sec. I. "That all that tract of country, bounded as follows, viz,,
beginning at a point on the east side of the Coosa river opposite the.
mouth of Will's creek, thence due east with the north line of Benton
county, to the line dividing the state of Alabara with the state of
Georgia; thence along said line in a northwestern direction to a ridre
dividing the waters of Big Will's creek from the waters of Littls
River and Yellow creek, in a southwestern direction +o a ford on Big
Will's ereek to the bvegiming, shall constitute one geparate and
distinet county, to be called and known by the nare of Cherokee,"

Sec. 2 "That all that tract of country, bounded as follows, Viza,
bezinning at the aforesaid ford on Big Will's creek, near William
Holloway's; thence running up said creek to the mouth of Line Creek

to the Raccoon mountain near Edward Cox's, s0 as to leave said Cox in
Blount county, thence rumning as practicable on the ton of said mount-
ain in a northeastern direction to the Georgia line, in a southeastern
direction to the ridge of mountains specified in the proceeding section,
thence along said ridge as near the top of said ridge as may be
practicable, to the aforesaid ford on Big Jill's creck, near said
Holloway's, shall form one senarate and distinct county to be known
and called by the name of DeKalb." Acts 1835-6, p. 170.

Jan. 13, 18h6. Act passed naming John R. Strange, of St. Clair county,

to act with such other persons as may be selected by the comrissioners

of roads and revenues of Jefferscn county, to run the line between

these couaties beginning at Givin's old place and runnine to the Cahawba
river,"” These conmissioners are to appoint a surveyor "to run and wori"
the line, wnd to make two renorts in writing of the lize, one eacn to

the judsze of tle county court of St, Clair and Jefferson counties,

The counties are to share the expense of the. surveyor; and the cornission-
ers are to be paid %2,00 per day." --aActs 18h5-L6, p. 182,
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THE COUNTY SEAT

According to the act of Nov, 21, 1818, creating the county, it was
provided "that for the time being, the said courts for said county of
St, Clair, shall be holden at the house of Alexander Brown" (act 1£18,
2nd session p. 72-3) However, it was also vrovided that for want of
necessary building at this place, the courts could adjourn to such
other places contiguous thereto as might seem most proper.

The first provision in the acts resnecting public buildings is
found when, Dec. 6, 1818, a year after the creation of the county, the
county court is authorized to levy a tax not eXxceeding one-half the
state tax, "for the purpose of erecting a temmorary jall in said coun-
ty" (Toulmin's Digest, p. 11h). Things were yet in an unsettled state,
and continued nrobably ‘in this way for another year, the courts pre-
sumably held at Alexander Brown's, and a jail being erected under this
act.

On Dec. 16, 1820, the legislature nassed an act relating to the
seat of justice for the county. It provided a board of commissioners
whose duty was "to fix on the most eligible place in the said county
for the seat of justice, having regard to the natural coaveniences
and the interest of the county".  These commissioners were to be
elected, one each, in Jan., 1821, from the several militia corpany
beats, They are empowered to receive donations for the expenses of
the public buildings, and in case of a deficit in the donations the
county court is directed to levy a tax to meet it. After selectin:
the site they are required, after giving thirty days notice in the
Tuscaloosa Republican, to let "out a court house, jail and othner
necessary public bnildings to the lowest undertaker."” (Toulmin's
Digest. p. 124-25),

FEvidently this act of Dec. 18, 1820 did not work well, for on
June 16,1621, another act was passed "to fix the permanent seat of
justice in the county of St. Clair," and expressly providing for the
repeal of "all acts and parts of acts intervening the orovisions of
this act." It made it the duty of the sheriff, at the tire and place
of holding the nezt general election (which was in the following
August) "to open a poll for'choosing a county seat, the places to be
voted for being Upper Catawbatown, Lower Catawbatown and Vaughn's
Place, '"Whichever place has the greatest number of lawful vobes,
shall be and is hereby declared to be the permanent seat of justice.”
John Massey, John Ash, John Cunningham, Joel Chandler, and George
Shotwell are named as commissioners "to let out and superintend the
building of a court house and jail for said county at the place
which may be elected." (Toulmin's Digest, p. 186).

Nov. 27, 1821, An act is passed authorizing and requiring the judge
of the county to levy a tax sufficient to raise $1L7.00, which sum
when collected is to be paid to John Cunningham, being a balance due
him "fgr erecting a temporary jail for the county." {Toulmin's Digest,
De. 137 4s

This explains whether or not the jail was built and who did the work.

Dec. 12, 1822, an act was passed incorporating the town of Ashville,
in St. Clair County, "including thirty acres, agreeably to the plan
of said town." On first Monday in Feb, 1823 an election is to be
held at the house of John Cunningham, in the town, and on the same
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day every year thereafter, for the purpose of electing by ballot four
councillors, to serve for one year. An intendant is to be chosen by
them. They are given general corporate powers, and may hold nroperty
to the amount of 510,000, The intendant and the council are clothed
with the same powers and subject to same restriction, as in the act
governing Montgorery, passed Dec. 3, 1619, (Toulmin's Digest, p.BlL6.)

Dec,31, 1822, An act was passed authorizing the Judre of the
county court and the cormissioners of roads and revenues of the county,
"to levy an extra tax on all persons and pronerty in tihe county subject
to taxation," not to exceed one-half of amount of tiie state tax, to be
collected by the tax collector and paid out by him "to the comrigsioners
appointed to superintend the nublic buildings for said county", It
further provides "that all acts already, or hereafter tao be periormed
by the commissioners to sunerintend the public buildings in St. Clair
County, shall be considered lawful and conclusive", They are to be
paid out of the county treasury 31,00 per day while officially engared.
(Toulmin's Nigest p. 150). :

Dec, 15, 182}, Act passed anpointing John Yassey, Aros teling
and Moses Leister, arents for St. Clair County, "to select oae quarter
section of land (ia St. Clair County) in nursuance to an act of cougress,
passed May the 26th, 162} rranting to the counties and narishes in each
state and territory, in the United States, where the public lands are
situated, nre-emtion rights to one quarter section of land in trust for
the said ciunties and vparishes, respectively for tlie establishment of
seats of justice tierein." Tn case the agents or any of them die,
remove, rasign or refuse to act, the judge of the countsy oourt is to
fill the vacancy., It is made the duty of the azents to select and
obtain titles to said quarter section, and that as soon as trhey otitain
legal titles, they are to nroceed to offer sore for sale, in such ranner
as they may think advisable," and best calculated to nromote .e Lrue
interests of the said coaaty," giving title to purchasers, Tizey are
empowered to borrow roney to secure the said quarter sectiorn, and to
repay same out of wroceeds of the sale thereof., They are to receijve
five nercent of tie amount of the sales. (Ants, 182L-25, n, 65-6F)

Jan. 15, 1828, Act passed authorizing judge of county court asd
commissioners of roads and revenues "to levy a county tax on the same
objects that are now taxable by law not to exceed 25 ner cent on the
state tax for the purpose of repairing the court house in said county,”
to be collected as county taxes. When collected the tax-collector
is "to pay said tax into the hands of the commissioners of the public
buildings for said county", whose dutv shall be to apnly same for

(y

purnoses directed, {Acts 1627-28, p. 63.)

Jan. 9, 18636. Act incorporating Ashville including thirty acres
agreeable to the plan of said town." Elections to be held at the court
house lst Monday in Feb. in each and overy vear for five councillors,
an intendant to be chosen by them, term of office for oae. year. To
have general corporate nowers, aand to hold property to the amount of
$10,000---Acts, 1835-36, p.100).
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Feb. 1, 1839. Act passed providing that the Judee and county
commissioners be authorized to levy and have assessed and collected
in St. Clair county" a tax, by four annual installments, sufficient
to erect a court house aad jail in said county,” They were given
power "to appoint first cormissioners to contract for, and superin-
tend the building of a court house and jail." But the act is not *o
go into effect until, "by election at the general election, the sense
of the people to be favorable to the provisions of this act,"-~Acts
1838-39, p. B1.

Jan, 23,18L0. Act passed authorizing and requiring the judge of
the couhty court and cormissioners of roads and revenues "+to levy a
speclal tax unon the versons and property of the citizens of St, Clair
county, of one hundred percent upon the county levy every year for five
succeeding years, for the nurpose of building a jail in said county."
Alemeth Byers, Littleton Yarbrough, William Little, Jesse A. Collins,
and John F. Dill are appointed commissioners to carry out the act for
the erection of the jail.--Acts 1839-40, p.93.

Nov. 21, 168L0. Act passed empowering the commissioners of roads
and revenues to appropriate "of the surplus fund™ in the county trea-
sury not less than $1000 and as much more as they deem proper, "to the
erecting of a jail in said county." The commissioners appointed to
superintend the erection of a jail to be paid this money for use in
paying the contractor, then no more taxes shall be imposed, etc,-~
18’40—’.&1, P 96 .

Dec. 26, 18L3. Act passed providing special tax to build a court
house in St. Clair County,

Moses Dear, Jesse Collins, John S. James, John F. Dill, and John
Edwards are appointed commissioners to execute the act, with full
discretionary power as, to the building of said court house. If the
amount raised the first year be not sufficient to defray the expenses,
the commissioners of roads and revenues are required to levy a tax
from year to rear until a sufficient sum is raised,etc.~-~Act 1843,lLL,

Do 36¢

By act of the legislature of the Mississippi territory, on Dec.
2Lith, 1812, it was vrovided that the court house, or the places of
holding courts, should be considered as the places for holding elec-
tions. By asct of Dec. 16, 1819, it was enacted "that hereafter the
court house shall be the place for holding general elections, in
each and every county throughout the state s for the purpose of elect-
ing governor, members to congress, members to the general assembly,
sheriffs and clerks." The election at the court house was to be
held the first Monday and the day following in August in each year,
In the case of election precincts, or other nlaces or voting than -
the court house, the election at such place was to continue open
the first Monday only.

The first election held in St. Clair county was for a delegate
to the constitutional convention of 1819, This was held on the first
Monday and Tuesday in November 1819.
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The second election was held on the third Mo
September 1819, This election was
the constitution just adopted (Sec.
causing the election of governor,

nday and Tuesday in
provided for in the schedule to
7), and was for tie nurnose of

representative in congress, a men-
ber of the general assembly, clerks of the circuit court,, and sheriff,

Maj. Pavid Comer was chosen the delegate to the constitutional con-
vention.. In the Septerber election William W, Bibb, of Autauga county
was chosen governor over Marmaduke Williams, a distinguished citizen
of Tuscaloosa. John Crowell, who had been the Alahama territorial
delegate, 1817-1819, was elected the first representative in Congress,
David was elected state senator; and James Harwick nerber of the
legislature from St, Clair was chosen sheriff and
clerk,
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It will be noted that at these two elections all of the voters were
required to come to the court house for the purpose of casting their
ballots. This caused much hardship, and doubtless in many cases was
a costly and exvensive trip, while in others it must have nrevented the
exercise of the franchise,

To remedy this three election precincts were created Dec, 16, 1819,
in St. Clair County: "One at the dwelling house of Mr. Joel Chandler,
one at the house of William Gutirey, and one at the house of Peter
Ragsdale,--Acts 1819, p. LO. Dec. 20, 1820, Act passed changing pre-
cinct from William Guthrey's to Henry Bradford's in St. Clair County---
Toulmin's Digest, p. 278.

Dec. 26, 1822, Act passed creating an election precinct "at the
house of Henry Box, esq., in Coosa Valley." ~~Toulmin's Digest. p.285.

Dec, 25, 1825, Act passed discontinuing election precinct hereto-
fore established at John Littlefield's, and establishing one at tiie
house of John Littlefield,---Acts, 182L-25 p. 11k.

Jan. 20, 1832, Act passed creating the following new precincts in
St. Clair County: "One at the big spring at the grocery house of Lewis
S. Riggs, one at the house of James Laughridge, one at the house of
Melkijah Alney, esq., and one at the nouse of Maj. David Comer, in the
county of St. Clair." 'Acts 1831-32, p. 92.

Jan. 12, 1833. Act discontinuing election precincts "at the house
of James Lesslie, and at the house of Lewis 5. Riggs, in the county of
St. Clair," and creating election precinct: "one at the house of John
H. Garret, one at Chattaugh Court House, one at the house of John '
Bell in Will's Valley, one at the house of James Thompson in St. Clair,"
--Acts 1832-33, p. 51-2.

Jan, 18, 1B83L, Act creating election precincts: "One at the house
of Henry McCoy; one at the house of John Little; one at the house of
Israel Standifer; one at the house of Lewis S. Ricgs; and one at the
house of James Thorason, in the county of St. Clair," --gcts, 1833'3ht

P. L5,

Jan. 9, 1836, Act abolishing precinct at John Bell's house in
St. Clair county.--Acts 1835-36, p. 170.

Feb. 3rd, 18L0. Act establishing election precincts at the house
of John R. Allen and one at the house of George M. Duke in St. Clair
county.--Acts 1839-L0, p. 37.

Dec, 29, 1841, Act establishing election precincts at the house
of Thorneos Alfred in St. Clair County.--Acts 1841-42, p. 162.
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THE BENCH AND RAR

The first courts which the peovle of St, Clair attended, in which
they varticipated were probably the courts of Shelby county in 1810 at
the house of William S, Wallace. According to the act creating this
county, Feb. 7, 1618, of which St. Clair was then a part, a superior
court of law and equity was to be held in the county on the first Fon-
day in May and November; a countyr court on the fourth Fondays in April
and October; with an intermediate court (simply an intermediate session
of the county court} on the fourth Fondays in Jamuary and July.
Presumably the courts were held. The first one to have convened wenld
have been the county court of the fourth Monday in April, then the
superior court of the first Monday in May following.

The superior court corresponded to the circuit courts of todav,
At this time there were three judicial circuits; the Yorthern, Southern
and Middle. Shelby was included in the latter., Over the riddle circuit
presided Judge Henry Young Webb, grandfather of James L. “Webb, esq., of
Birmingham; and Joseph Noble was the attorney general for the district.
Doubtless citizens of the St. Clair portion of Shelty served on the
Juries in the courts, and some were perhaps litigants,

F=somra
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On the formation of St. Clair on Yov, 20, 1816, courts were to he
held at the house of Alexander Brown. Superior courts were to be held
the second lMondays in March and Sepnt., the county court the third Mon-
days in March and Sept., and the intermediate court on the fourth
Mondays in Dec. and June. The first court to convene of these was the
superior court on the second ionday in March, 1819, Judge “Jebb presiding
He probably held a second court in September 1P19, which was the last
of its kind,

After the adoption of the constitution, on.Tec. 1k, 1819, an act
was passed by the first state legislature dividing the state into five
Judicial circuits, 8t. Clair being nlaced in the fifth in which Clement
C. Clay, afterwards governor, nresided; and Joseph Tastland was solici-
tor. By act of Dec. 13, 1821, adling sixth circuit and rearranging
the counties, St. Clair was placed in the third, over which Henry ¥
Webb presided, and Constantine Perkins was solicitor.

+
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i Dec. 21, 182L. Act vassed providing "that the court of cormissioners
f% of revenues and roads of St. Clair county, shall herealter commence and

i hold its regular sessions on the second Monday in August in each and

}§ every year, instead of the first Monday of August, as now fixed by law,"

Acts 182L4-25, p. 28.

Jan. 1L, 1826, Act passed providing that the circuit court of St.
Clair shall be held the 6th Monday after the Lth HMonday in February and
September and continue one week.---Acts 1625-26, n, 7.

Jan. 29, 1829. Act passed providing that the circuits of St. Clair
shall be held commencing Eth Mondays after lLith Mondays in February and
September and continue one week, or until business "is gone through."
Acts 1828-9, p. 23,

Feb. 13, 16L3. Act providing for holding circuit court after pass-
: | age of this act on lst Mondays in June and December each year,--
Acts 18L2-3, p. 125,
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Feb, 9, 1843, Act providing circuit court in St. Clair county
each year on first Mondays in March and September and continue one
week,-~Acts 180123, p. 66, _

Jan, 11, 183L, Act nassed requiring Judpe and court of revernues
to levy special tax of not exceeding 50 ner cent of the state tax Tor
the purpose of paying the rrand and petit jurors of the seversl courts

of St. Clair.--Acts 1833-3i, p. 9.
THF OLD CITIZ®YS OF ST, CLAIR.

We would like for special information from the following prorinent
families who came to St. Clair in its early days and nelped to make the
county what it is:

The Bradfords, the Allens, the Ash's, Crarms, Truss', the Greens,
Mi1ls and “Yhortons, the Dattles, deelys, i'eCorkles, Carrolls and Siwm-
sons, the Formans, the Browns, the Colemans and Gresorys, the Cunninghams,
and Yarbos, the Crows, the Goodwins, the Almans and Alfords, the Fank-
fords, the Hoods, the Masseyvs and Tdwards, the oberts, Castlebarry's,
the Dearmans and others, .

If you know anything at all about the history of the county please
core forward and tell it so that we ma;’ preserve the data aad ~roperly
compile it., I will take nleasure in securing it as well as be clad to
see you at my office,

Wm. H, Cather

L

Copied from a tywewritten ranuscript loaned by Fr. Norman Prickett
of Ashville, Alabana. Tymed by lirs., James V. Gray, member of St.
Clair County Library “taff (part tire librarian in Pell City Library, )
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ST. CLAIR COUNTY

At the second session of the first Genersl Assembly of the Alabama Territ&ry
held at St. Stephens in Washingten County, and on the 20th day of November, 1818;
and in the L3rd year of American Independence, the county of St. Clair was created.
A portion of northern Shelby County was used for the purpose and the act was approved
by Governor Bibb. Most of the attention of this assembly was given to preparation
of the territory for statechood, but time was found to create this and one other
county, namely Autauga.

TOPOGRAPHY

The county is located toward the northeastern part of the state, the castern
boundary being some LO miles from the Georgia line, the northern boundary 70 miles
from the Tennessee line, and the center of the county about L0 miles from the city
of Birmingham,

In 1820 by an act of the legislature a part of.St.-Clair was added to Jefferson
and at intervals following this date the lines have been changed. As example: An
act approved Dec. 17, 1868 reads, "Be it cnacted by the General Assembly of Alabama
that the boundary line between the counties of Etowah and St. Clair be changed so as
to include Thomas M. Springficld as a citizen of St. Clair," (it present writing
there is a proposal on foot to change the line between Jefferson and St. Claip to
include all familiecs living within three miles of Leeds High School as citizens of
Jefferson CGounty.) The boundary lines are at present very irregular, the east and
southcast lines being formed by the course of the Coosa River while part of the north-
west boundary is formed by the irregular summit of Blount Mountain, which separates
St. Clair from Blount,

The shape of the county is roughly rectangular, the long dimension running

northeast and southwest, and it is about 30 miles wide and 42 miles long.
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There are small depositey i iron, bauxite and othor minernls in the county.

ABORIGINLL HISTORY

The larger part of St. Clair is situatod within what was oncc the domains of
the Creck Indians. The Cherokec boundery line as recognized by the Cherokee treaty
of Scptember 1h, 1816 passcd northwesternly through the northern part of the county.
Therefore the Indian population-when white men first inhabitated the place-was large-
1y Creek with some intermingled Cherokcos.

On Big Canoc Creck there was a Creoek village lmown as Cataula. This village was
situcted on the present site of the town of Ashville. Littifutchee was also a Creck
village and was about 18 miles from Cataula on the Coosa River. On the morning of
October 29, 1813, during the Creek War, Col. Dyor commanding a detachment of Tennessce
troops, surprised and burned Liffifutchec. He returned to Gencral Jackson's army
with 29 prisoners, consisting of men, women and children and a large supply of corn
and cattle. It was at this time that General Jackson built Fort Strother at Ten
Islands near Greensport, as a base of operations against the Creeks. 4t the treaty
of Fort Jackson, iugust 9, 181k, all remaining Crecks in the county were moved over
ond settled on the cast side of the Coosa River, as all the county on the west side
was cmbraced in the treaty.

Along the Coosa River from a point above Ten Islands the entire river boundary
of the county is dotted with evideonees of aboriginal occupancy. Along the northwest
section of the county the indications are quite extensive. 01d records show that
many white settlers purchased lands from Indians. Such names as John Chattooga,
Dragging Canoe, and others appear in thesc old deeds. (Crying Spake, Qualecuo)
Minutes of County Court 1829 show that Moulder Ragsdale was appointed by the court
to take census of the Indians in the part of the nation belonging to St..Clair County.

fosults of this census were not found.
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The Sheriff could have been David Conner Jr.

The site of ilexander Brown's, where the above described court was held, is
L and 3 wmiles from the present town of ashville and is now o large pasture. It igs
on U, S. Highway No. 11 and is still spoken of as "Old Town," now the property of
W, P. Cobb, ‘

The carliest record to be found of a County Court is "Minutes of Orphans and
Commissioners Court-St. Clair County 1827-1836." John H, Garrett was the Judge of
this Court, Jesse C., Roberts, Clerk, and John HMassey was Sheriff. The first business
of the Gourt was the naming of road overseers and captains, Thirty-cight overscers
and a captain for each beat were named, Throughout this book records of the follow-
ing naturc are found: "Ordcred by the Court that Samuel Truss, George Shortwcll and
John Greenwecod be appointed Commissioners to mark out and roview a road from Ashville
to Thomas C. Bradford's place, to pass up the creck by 01d Town and John Hill's and
make report at the next County Court. Order issued July 31, 1832." This route is
the same followed by the U. S. Highway No. 11 today. Today there are good chert
roads throughout the county, in addition to U. S. Highway No. 11 running from Birm-
ingham to Gadsden and the Bankhecad Highway running from Birmingham to Anniston. The
Southern Railway and the Scaboard .iirline have approximately 76 miles of mail linc in
the county, |

SEiL

On the 23rd of February 1829 by an order of the Court the impression for a

county seal was adopted, and #10.00 was poid to William C. Clements for making the

In 1821, John f4sh, John Massey, John Cunningham, Jool Chandler, and George Short-
well weresppointed by the court to superintend the crection of a court house and Jail,
Logbuildings were put up at Jshville. When these buildings were completed, the seat

of Justice was incorporated-by and act of the legislature at Ashville, thc year 1822,
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The records of the beginning of these churches are very brief. The Baptist,
Methodist, and Episcopal seem to have been the first. One of the carlier Baptist
ministers in the county was Jessie A; Collins., Mr. Collins was pastor of the Baptist
Church at Ashville in 1830, While hc was pastor about 1845 the first building, a
very small structurc situvated on Cemetery Hill just cast of Ashville, was torn away
and the building which was used until 1930 was erccted therc. Just when this first
church was built is unknown, but there are grave stones in the cemetery bearing the
date 1822. The second church house was built by Littleton Yarbrough, who built the
Courthouse., He cut the hand planed lumber,.made the pegs and numbered each peg and
peg hole with Romon Numcrais at his shop on his own promises. He then hauled the
material to Cemetery Hill and forthwith crected the church. It was in this church
that Mr. Collins preached for about LO ycars. When this church was torn down in 1930,
the material was usced to build a pastorium - now in use.

Mr., Cbllins ¢id much toward fostering the Baptist faith in St. Clair County.
In 1853 he established a church at Coosa Valiey, now Cropwell, and was pastor for a
number of yecars., In order to reach this church from his home in Ashville he traveled
horseback, the Ashville-Broken-fArrow Road s across Backbone Mountain. At the summit
of the mountain the road passed uner a large overhanging rock and at that time there
was a bright yellow half moon on this rock which had been painted there by the Indiéns.
(During certain months the moon was vworshipped by the Indians.,) Those who traveled
this lonely road noticed that at the foot of the large rock and directly underneath
the golden half-moon there was a neat stack of flat slate rocks. To their astonishe
ment this stack of rocks steadily grew. Someone spoke to Mr. Collins about it, asking
if he had noticed the rocks as he passed that way on his trips to Coosa Valley. He
smilingly answered: '"Oh that is my Bethel, and thosc rocks are my altar. Each rock
represents a half hour spent in prayer, for it is there that I stop te rest my horse
end talk with God," The story has been often repeated, for Mr. Collins was a bolova:
chrracter throughout the county, and although the golden half moon has long since fador
and the road has been abandoned, the altar is still there and the place is spoken as

Bethel,
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The younger children went 55 days in the summer and the older ones 3 months in the
winter. Professor Wasson taught an academy at Ashville prier to the War Between
the States. The poorer families had no schools.

In 1854, A. B, Meek submitted 2 bill to the legislature providing for the esta-
blishment and maintenance of public scheols in Alabama. The office of State Superin-
tendent of Schools was created and two school commissioners were appointed for each
county. It was several years later that the office of County Superintendent of
Education was created. Very little was accomplished toward establishing public
schools in Alabamz before the war. Members of the well-to-do class who might have
done much toward promoting public education were not greatly interested becouse they
were financially able to employ teachers for their children.

It was sometime following the dark days of reconstruction when S5t. Clair with
the remdaining counties of Alabamo lay prone, stripped ahd apparently ruined, that
Alabama's wise Dr. J. L. M. Curry declared, "We are now too poor not to educate our
children." To Dr. Curry werowe the revival of interest in public education.

It was in 1871 that William P. Lovett was appointed Superintendent of Education
for St. Clair County. Mr. Lovett came to S5t. Clair from Ohio before the war. He
taught a private school at Springville for years, F, Dillon followed Mr. Lovett as
Superintendent and his successor was a Mr. Newton., The duties of these early Supar-
intendents were of a financial nature and the salary was $75.00 per anmum, plus one
per cent of all public disbursements.

In 1877 Judge Leroy F. Box of iAshville became State Superintendent of Education.
It was during his term that the law requiring all teachers drawing public money to
hold a license to teach was first obeyed to the letter in St. Clair. To secure 2
license a teacher was required to attend three meetings of a Teachers Institute and

S0 pass an oral examinatior condvected by the superintendent and board of examiners.
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Marketing survey
indicates growth

If figures released from a
recent Birmingham News— -Post
Herald Continuing Market
Survey con,ducted by Belden
Associates are any indication, St.
Clair County is growing,

While the survey indicates St.
Clair Ceounty increased in
population 21 percent in five
years, from 1972 to 1977, total
retail sales in St. Clair County
-also grew dramatically.

" The report indicates retail
sales increased from $36,780,000
in 1972 to $70,816,000 in 1977,
almost a 100 percent increase.
The largest gain during the five
years was from from 1975 to 1976.

The survey showed that 3
percent of the annual family
incomes in 8t. Clair County was
$25,000 and over; 18 percent of the
breadwinners broughi home
between $15,060 and $24,999; 27
percent $16.000 to $14,999.

This means 54 percent of the
county’s adults were producing
family incomes of over $10,000
annually.

Breaking down total retail
sales, the survey showed
$70,816,000 being spent in the
county with $14,812,000 spenti on
food; $4,612,000 on eating and
drinking places; $2,384,000 on

eneral merchandise; $2,204,600
or furniture, furnishings or

appliances; $11,508,000 for
automotive expenses; and
$1,823,000 for drugs.

During the study time period of
1972 to 1977, households in the
county increased from 9,000 to
11,600 with the largest growth
coming in the year 1974.

Most of St Clair County's

adults have attended and are
graduates of high school while 31
percent of the residents attended
some college.

The average family size in St.
Clair County is one or two
persons with three or four
families 41 percent of the total
families in the county.

The buying power of St. Clair
Countians grew during the study
period from $68,879,000 in 1972 to
$139,665,000 in 1977.

The occupation work-force of
the county is broken up as follows
with the percentages following:
Housewlves, 25 percent;
operatives, laborers, service
workers and farm workers, 14
percent; professional, technical,
managers, officials or
proprietors, 13 percent; clerical,
sales, 13 percent; refired, 12
percent; craftsmen, foremen, 11
percent; and others not in the
labor force (unemployed,
students, handiecapped) 11
percent. :
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JULGHE INZirt's DEATH AT 93 oHEAKS CHALN CupNeCrliG WiTH
SECESSINN LVAYS .. .durist identified in btate History....
Pioneer Lived Through Hard sStruggle of Turbulent Times in
Alabamae--~by rrank Willis sarnett,

Judge John Washington Inzer, who died at Ashville, Ala., on
Jun, 2,1928, would have been 94 years old had he lived until
the ninth of the month, hsaving been born on Jan,8,1834, on a
farm seven miles west of Lawreneeville, uvwinnett County, Ga,
Judge Inzer was the youngest member of the Alabama Secession
Convention, to whieh he was elected when 26, and {the last
surviving member, If one knew the life of the distinguished
Ashvillien he would come mighty near knowing the hnistory of
the ptate for at his birth it was little more thoan a dozen
years old.

Had it not been for the wishes of the family a state funeral
ought to have been given to Judge Inzer with his body lying
in state in the House of Hepresentatives at montgomerywhere
he had served as aR memer of the Alabama sSecession Lonvent-
ion, but they preferred that simplicity should mark his
burial 28 he never ecared for or socught publicity, and y=t
had his remains been cearried to the esapitol it would have
been the measns of teaching our young pecple something of
the momentous svents which leu Lo alabama’s seceding from
thie union,

GOVERS @UCH HiStOrY
in order 1o get the proper perspecitiive on the life oi Juupge
Inzer, we must take 2 long baekward look, for it zovered
nearly a eentury, and & hundred years in the life of .ila,
nearly covers ite admission to state-hood, and unless one
has the historic sense, it is quite hard to visualize the
wondeyrful shifting panorama as the years roll by.

¥hen Judge Inzer,came to Alsbama in January, 1854, he settl-
ed at Ylalladega, whiehk had been incorporated less than a
seore of years before he chose it as his home, and it was
only 22 years earlier that the united States government made
& treaty with the Ureeks for a half-seetion of land, include
ing the famous spring, whieh so long furnished the town with
water to be given to John Bruner, & half-bred indian, as a
reward for his serviees as interpreter and peaecemaker betweer
the whites and the Indians, he building a fort for the prote-
ction of himself and the village against indian enemies, it
wes surrounded and besieged by a war party of avout 1,000
indians, but a runner being sent to ten, Andrew Jackson, by
forced marches he arrived in time to save the hamlet, the
engagement being known as the "pBattle of Talladega,™



In order to let you know intoc what a settlement he look root for
a while, it is only necessary to state that between 1832 and 1837
2 number of settlers had arrived, among them being John White,
Col, William Hogan, Joab Lawler, uli whortridge, Felix G, ¥e
Connell, ¥, W, Bowdon, Joseph Camp, Jaeob Bradford, J. J. Wood-
ward, L, &, ¥arsons, J. 5, Martin, ---ndes niley, John T, HeFlin
Jobn Henderson, Alexander Bowle, a forbear of Sydney J. Howie,
and William Curry, the father eof ur, J. L M. turry, one of the
men whom Alabama has honored by plaeing his statue in the capitol
at Washington. Not only was he set in the midst of families who
beecame distinguished in the serviee of the state, but he began
studying law under Senator John T, Morgan and A, J. Walker,later
chief justiee of the Alabama Supreme Uourt, being admitted to the
Talladega bar in May, 1859, a bar then and to this day eelebrated
for the number of leading Jurists practicing their profession in
the various state and federal courts,

HAD HARD TIME

Some men rise superior to their environments but it was no emsy
matter for a young man from another state to hold his own in

sueh distinguished eompany and yet the reecord shows that the
yount barrister who was educated in the rural schoels of Uwinnett
County, Georgia, afterwards graduating from one of the o0ld time
seademies, the uwinett Institute, in 1852, and like many sanether
young lgwyer of his day and generation entering the bar by way

of an apprentieeship as = temeher. (It may be of interest to

note that it was in 1854, the year the young georgian came Lo
Alabams that a sehool system for the whole state was intreduesed,
separates sehools for whites and bleeks being introdueed in 18%5,
the sehools kept up by taxstien, If you want & yardstiek to
measure passing events just lay it alongside the state appropri-
ations for edueatien in 1854, and the more than =z $106,000,000

to be spent for it in the next quadrennium., The reeent sampaign
for the $20,000,000 bond izsue gives some idea of then and now) .,
Judge Inzer's state license to practice law was signed by John
Gill Shorter,(the first one signed by him). who later became war
geverner of Alabama. The license bore the signatures also of A, J.
and R, W, Walker, and George W, Stone, judges of the sSupreme
Court, and attested by John L, Phelan, elerk of the sourt., be-
sides reading law a3 was the custom in those days he also attend-
ed the law elasses of Judge Walker, 1854-55,

PASSED BIRMINGHAM BY

Now comes one of these eurious deeisions whieh play such s big
part in the game of life, the young lawyer whth his licenseé to
practice law in the state after obtaining began to look around
fer a place in whiech to set up his shingle, and in golng about



two places were rivals, the one slyton and the other Ashville. He
chose Ashville gt the time one of the really important fowns in

the state, today 1t is still a town while Elyton became the mother
of treater Birmingham. {his reminds me of a deecision made by @y
father, Dr. Augustus William Barnett, of washington, ta.,, who upon
graduating in medicine at the famous 0ld Jefferson medienl College,
Yhiladelphia, Fa,, he set out to losate. He first stopped at marth.
«sville, Ga,, now Atlante, but it was such a shabby little hamlet
that Ye passed over the Chattahoochee and settled at Glenville,
Ala., then the seat of culture and wealth in scutheast Alzoams,
being mueh larger than Bufaula, but now but a memory, fhe yougn
laywer might have died & multi-millionaire had he rested wt Elyton,
for he made large investments in land, but we doubt if his life
would have been zs useful ss he beeame the patriarch of a wide
territory,

We now give a broad sketeh of the one big incident in his life whic
for more than a score of years made him a marked figure in Alabamg,
for he was known throughout the state as the only surviving member
of Alabama Constitutional Convention of 1861, (the Secession Lvonven-
tion). We of a later generation carmet understand the excitement”
which gripped not only Alsbamg but the South in the dedsde rreced-
ing the 60's, and in order to bring to the mind of the rising
generation, the stirring events we knew of no better way bthat 4
hang them around Judge Inzer, He had the distinction in later 1ife
of being pointed out ag ihe sole survivor of the mementcus conv
ion, but in his early manhood,also had the unique distinctior of
being referred to in speeck wnd press as the youngest memher of
that memborable bvody.

Une of the most graphiec descriptions of the "bSeceession Conventionr
extant is the one which appeared in The Birmingham News, sunday,
May 7, 1916, in whieh Judge Inzer tells of his experiences in the
historie gathering and taken down by John Inzer, his grandson, who
has beeome the historian of the Ingzer Tamily., (We are also indebt~
ed to Lr. John W, Inzer for some family history), Later in the
Same paper Uolly Ualrymple had s charming interview with Jodge
Inzer as he was approaehing his ninety-~thirgd Year, joyous and un-
«fraid, happy at the thought. that the Confederate Veterans were

to meet in Birmingham, thereby affording him an opportunity to
meet many of his old soldier friends. his war reeord has already
been often told in print and here it is only necessary to state

near Sandusky, on Lake Erie, until after Lee's surrender, After
the issue of the firagt proelamation for the release of rrisoners,
upon applieation he was relegsed by special order of the president,
returning tp Alabama, and after recuperating at Cook's Ypring, on



Aug.4, 1865, settled in ashyille permanently.

the War Hetween the 3tates did not come on all at once and we skip
much to arrive guickly at the gathering of the "sSecession Lonvente
ion in 1861*, Just here, lst us say that since the fratricidal

war between the north and the sSouth these United States have PAS S
through two major wars, thevpanish-amerisan, and the world var,
and the hour has arrived when amerieans can think and speak of the
confliot in whigh often brother was arrayed sgainst brother withe
out passion and without prejudice. <outhern writers have snown a
ready appreciation of Linesln, and perhaps rno one did more teo
bring this about kam than did the late gifted Henry watterson, of
the Courier Journal, with his leeture on Abraham iinceln, and
then Senator Lodge, of massachusetts, im his "Life of webster®
rendered generous praise to John U, Galhoun, one of the most
influential of vouthern statemen, a man rarely understood or
appreeiated by sorthern statesmen and bublieists., what we shall
bring out is merely an attempt to keep the records gtraight, we
gather this summary from various sources.

URUWTH OF ¥rLHG

the growth of seetionzl feeling, «nd the sense of fear that the
Hepubliesan party might win in the presidential elections of 1860,
predueed z very general feeling throughout the nouth that withe
drawal {rom the federzl union was only possible remedy For existe
ing politiesl illis, tThe leaders in Alabame were fully aiive o

the gravity of the erisis, and the Legislature, rev,24, 1860, szs=
dueed-a-vory-gonerat sdopted joint resclutions recuiring the
governor to eall a convention of the people in the event of the
"Klection of a president advoemting the prineiples and actions

of the party in the northern states ealling itself the republican
party."” Alabama‘ts elzetorzl vote was east for Breckenridge and
Lane, however, the Kepubliean party won, Fhe electoral college
convened and events moved swiftly. vov. Andrew 5, #Heere, on

ardent secessionist, ss directed by the joint resoluiions above
referred to, issued a sall for a convention and ordered an eleetion
to be held on vee. 24, 1860, He directed that the delegates come
together in a "econvention of the state to consider, determine and
do whatever in the opinion of said vonvention, the rights, interests
and honor of the bState of Alabama require to be done for their
proteetion,”

-The vtate vonstitutional convention met Jan,l, 1861, in the city
of Hontgomery, and to put it midly, the greatest exeitement
prevailed not only in the cwpitol, but in the homes, hotels

and streets., it was a seething politieal community. Lt cannot
be rightly charged that secession was the work of “firve-caters®
alone, for the people were well informed on the situzticon, as



nearly a year, had elapsed since the resoclutions calling for the
convention had been passed, Candidates for and against secession
had disecussed the matter thoroughly in their campaigns for seats
in the convention, and a majority in favor of secession were

fairly elected, without any *"fraud" or "false counting of votes.®

The convention was made up of Alsbama's leading men end it was
ne small honor that hefell to Judge Inzer to be the youngest
member in the body, and it evidenees the faet that in a few
short years he made & name for himself in Bt. Clalr County, 1t
w28 a remarkable gathering from many standpoints, and from its
agsemblage the two outstanding protagonists were William 1L,
Yancey and nobert Jemison., Jr, Yancey, the orator supreme, was
often matehed by Jemison in debate and strategy. When Helen
Keller was here to speak at the auditorium for the benefit of
the Communitiy Chest, after the metting was over, we went with
our keobert Jemison Jr., up to his lovely home, and while wait-
ing for the arrival of Alabama's most celebrated woman, he
dipped into William K. Smith's Debates and read one of Jemmigon!':
speeches and was c¢arried away with its temper and masterly
sweap, Yaneey needs no eulogium from this writer since retrie's
"rinel Kstimate of Yaneey" is done by a master hand.

Let's try and get in "our mind!'s eye¥ the rotunda and House of
Hepresentatives at the eapitol on the opening day of the conven.
tion, and join the animated groups here and there as congenial
parties or antagonistic spirits eluster. SButton 8, Seeti has
given us = pen picture of two of them, one made up of secess-
ionists and the other of unionists as they were then generally,
and rather loosely, designated, We can only name them, In one
were John Anthony Winston, Henry W, Hillard, J. J. Siebels and
Kiecholas vavis; in the other Leroy Pope Walker, Thomas H, Watts
Franeis S. Lyon, Thomas H, Herndon, Edward C, Bullock and
Edmund S. pargan. These were only & few of the hundred making
up the roll, We can almost see the young lawyer from $t. Ulair
John Washington Inzer, quietly taking in the men and getting
his feet firmly settled on solid ground,

STORMY SESSION

No use or time to revive the stprmy opening, and the rival
chaimants for the chair, it's enough to relate that after a
while the organization was effected, the secessionists winning
over the cooperationists and eleeting William s, Brooks as
president and William M. ¥oller as secretary, The great issue
of the secessionied was debated at length, and after an

ernest struggle of intelleetual giants, on Jan 11, 1861, a votr
was taken, adopting by & vote of 61 to 39, “An ordinance to
desolve the union between the State of Alabama and other state:



inder the eOmMPacL, HE “woupvavielwes Lo Ll L

This aetie_ seted the historie pasitian, not anly of Alabama
but also ef whole South, on the subjset of the relatien of .
the states te g.gavarnmant of the tnited Staiss. The federal
senstitution was to them a compaet, and the states eould at will
withdrew and digolve it when ever in their, diseretion the ex-
igeney might demand,

The esnvcmtien eontinned its labers, and adopted 2 namber of
goneral nges in the comstitmtion of 1819, ameng these being
a preovision for annual instead of biennial scssians. nis iz
set out to show that we have had here in Alabame annual, bienn-
ial and now have guadremnial sessiens, but 11]:9 some ladies'
skirts, we have split sessions at present, ‘

We have given the above to give the proper sstiing fer the
speech made in t%s Seeession convention by its youngest member,
taken from Spmith's uvebates, page 97, a mine of information en
the eonventien,

Wr, Inzer salid:

"sir. President: This is the most solemn peried ef my life.
Although a young man, I have been looking forward fer years to
the dissolution of the states compesing this Cenfederacy, The
great conmpaet has already been broken, South Carelina, #L
and Mixsissippli have seceded, and before the going down
sun the Siate ef Alabama will have deelared her indepen:
and ne lomger be one of the United States of Ameriea, I am
pledged to oppose the ordinance, I teld the people of the sounty
whieh I have the henor te rsyrcaant that if eleeted I would most
assuredly vete against immediate separate seeession, and today
I stand here ready to redeem my pledge, and will veie against
the ordinunse, But when it becomes the organie law of my state
1 will support it, as I believe it to be my duty te ds sao, I
believs that the psoplc of my eounty will stand by the action
of the state in her sovereign eapaeity; and I am in hopes that
Alabama will go on with her great weork to independenee and
prosperity.,

*] told the peopla of Ht. Clair {¥r, Inzer's gounty), while
eanvassing the county, that I was in faver of coegeratian* but
said that if Alabama should seecede, separate and alone I would
ge with her and stand by her in every peril, ewen to the cannon's
meuth: and I now repeat it, 3 am for Alabama under any and all
cireunntanees.‘And he waB te his death,

After the Civil War Judge Inzer eame bask to Ashville to make
kis home, He net only felt that Ashville was geing to be a
splendid town but he felt that there was = work for him teé do in
the eommunity, and it is a elosed history now but there are a



few old=-timers left who zan tell you of the trying days in

this seetion of the simte for the first 15 years of the reconstr-
netion period, Lol. inzer had many narrow escapes with his 1ife
a8 the leader of the forees for what he felt were the things

of righteousness and justice., ¥or many years 5t, Clair vounty
was almost a pattlefield, #en went armed constantly and Gol,
Inzer held court at times with pistols on the table and a2 shot-
gun scross his lap, There were 2 group of men in Bt. Clair vounty
semmingly not in sympathy enough with the union te fight for it
neither did they fight for the South and it was this growp that
not only gave much trouble during the war but were the leaders
in sympeshy stiring up the negroes against the better class of
citizens after the war, Some of the history of these days of
reeonstruction has never yet been written and never will be,
Suffige to say that the type of men represented by Col. Inzer
finally got the upper hand and drove the disturbers from the
state. Long before the dawn of the twentieth century moest of the
trouble was over and msny of the wounds were healed, Col. Inzer
was proud that he could live to see peace descend over the hills
of St. Clair County and he was glad to see his nation so wonder-
fully united =8 was nmanifested by the spirit of the people and
the bravef of our boys in the late Forld war,

His best friends used te joke him very mueh about baving to
rragtice law in eorder to meke enough money to keep z3ll of his
farms going, it was not uncommon zt 211 for him %o glive & small
farm to the cld negro men who had spent & number of years with
him as renters.Bis friends tell a story on him illustrative of
his manner of dealing with the renter. Une fall one of his
negro tenants ecame in for what he ealled the big wagon o use
in gathering his corn, Col, Inzer told him, %*Now Sam, you know
how to divide the corn. rirsi, father two loade for yourself,
then the third you bring to me." A day or twe later the colonel
and a friend of his happened to be going into the house for
lunch when Sam drove up. He had about six or eight bushels of
ecorn in the boittom of the wagon bed, Col. Ingzer remarked, “Well,
5&m, you must have had a mighty short erop.*® "Uh, no sir, Judge
for the acreage I had a fine crop but this is all there was of
your part, i'se sorry, Judge, but after I gathered them twc full
loads for myself like you said, this was all there was left for
you," The neighbor whe heard the conversation asid the colonel
never tried to convince him othefwise but told him it was sl
right, a2nd to unload it.

FROM A FAMOUS FAMILY
Col, John ¥, Inzer eame from a family distinguished for its
service to God and country and one in which its variocus members
usually attain a ripe o©ld age., The founder of the Inger family
in America was Abraham Inzer who settled at saltimore in the
ezrly part of the eighteenth century. John Inzer, a son of



of abvakam Inzer fought through the entire period of the navolu-

+

tionary waxr and was with washington at Yorktown when Uornwalls
sucrrenderad, After the war hard-feelings existed between the
various members of the family who had been truoe to the crown and
those whe had fought for the colonies. john Inzer gathered all
of his belongings together and migrated to xoore County, . .
where ne changed the spelling of his name from bknsor to inzer,

After two or three moves he séétled down in Jackson County, ua.,
where he was w pioneer farmer. He had six sons and one daughter.
wour of his sons, xobin, James,denry =and Larayette moved to
Alabama in 1840, Judge John W, lnzer was a sou of Henry. ur,
John %. Inzer, noted saptist preacher and world War ehaplain,
of Chattanooga, Tenn., who was a2 namesake of ¢ol. John %, inzer,
is a grandson of James, Hon. Jjohn A. Inzer, lawyer of uadsden,
Ala,, i8 a son of LaFayette, Hon. J. ¢, Inzer state senator of
Algbama, is = grandson of Larayetle and the nev, whitt inger,
Tawwew-of Baptist preacher of vdenville, Ala., is a grandson
of Hobin Inzer. Iwo sons of John Inzer, of Georgia, did not
come to Alabama, sark died a few years ago at varietia, ua.,
and John, Jr., went to Zvansville, ind., to male his home inme-~
diztelyv at the <lose of the Uivil War, and died at that place
2 few vears since.

HMANY FHEE PRosCRERD

wive or six sons of the original Jennm lnzer, of yeorgia, wers
Beptist presehers. Judge Johm . Lnzer was himself & very active
mewber of the samtist Chureh at isshville, Ala., for more than

2 half eentury. ¥or msny yesrs he was superintendent of the
sunday Sehool and he has been very prominedt in denominational
a¥fairs in the state.

fhe Inzer family has & fairly correet history of the family
baek to 1080, most of the ancestors being seattered through
Seotland and mngland,Judge John W, lnzer came to Alabama with
his father, in 1840, loeating at first at Tzlladega, where his
father was engaged in the manufaeture of furniture, wagons,
plows and most anything made of wood which was servieable to

the people of his community. as has been stated, he was also

a Baptist preacher and eovered a large section of the county on
horsebaek going to meet his =zppointmentis. He wss of the old

type who never accepted a salary, reeeiving only free-will
offerings occasionally., About 1850 the family moved to St.

Clair County. paek of Judge John washington inxer was a long
1ine of men and women who as we have seen played their part well
in the meking of Ameriea, entitling him and his children and
grandehildren to membership in the U A B, '8 and other nevolutio-
nary Soeieties, Une daughter, Nrs. watt T. prown for years has
bemn =z moving spirit in the kate Uunean smith vehool, ereeted
on a High Yountain, near Guntersville, Als., by the vaughters



Of the Rewvolution, the purpsse being o educate the native bred
scunk along patriotiz lines,

BARlIEL AT 34

Col. Inzer married when he was abolt 34 years of age, ne married
Misy Sully Pope, of Volumbiana, Ala, 7hey lived happily teogether
at their home in Ashville for 55 yesrs, iheir home of the old
eolonial ftype, brick constructibm, with large white columns in
fromt was built in the moin by slave leber, Col, Inzer bought it
already buillt scon after his marrizge, it is =2aid by some that
oné reason why he refused to run for some politieal offices,
other than thoss he digd hold, was that he had so much lLove for
hiz home, He never wanted to live anywhere but in that house in
Ashville, Ala,, and up until his wife's death a few yesrs ago,
Aunt Sally, as she was familiarly known, ran the home very ruch
like howes were managed and operated during the days of slavery,
The servants lived on the plaee, the large kitchen was in the
basenent, as was the pantry and aunt sally earried the keys in
her own pocket or attsehed to her waist, giving orders every
moruing for all the meals of the day and putting out the Provise
ions Tor ine swme, It was not uncommeon, up until 15 years RED,
to findg Se&w«*nsayls-9£»A5h¥iilsrmwhauhas~a-&ayga-faailywaﬁéwwhe
Col. wnd mrs, inze's tome full of guests wost any time ggpeci
11y while eourt was in s2ssion, Uol., and mrs. inzer are BUTVIY
by three ghildren: J. Hanly Inzer, of aghville, who has o iy
family aod whe noew lives in bite old femily home: mrs, olurs
Fonlgomery, wife of sattorney Jim Hontgomery, of Aghville, ohnags
lovely home sdjoinsg col, inger's dome; snd amrs, Lig Arown, wife
of Uenwibor wait ¥, srown, of sirmingham, Ala,
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Variocus Uapacities

turing his lifetime Col, inzer served in various ecaepaecities in
polities, He was at one time probate judge and another tine
eireuit judge, He was state senator and he represented Alabama at
least onee in the antional convention and east his vote for
#illlsm Jennings bryan to lead the uvemoerate party as eandidate
for president, His adviee was often saough in politieal matters
and for years he was prevailed upon to offer himaself as candidate
for governcr of the state, but he always refumsed to run, He hasg
long sinee been oftsn referred to as the "grand olg man“ of
Alzbama, Col, Inzer wus = diligent student, not only of law, but
of religion, polities, nature and human nature, He was a most
interesting conversationalist., He was a man who had many friends.
He loved his friends and was very loyal to his friends, A very
beautiful life-long friendship existed between Col, inzer and

the 1ste Col, H. ¥, Ellis, of Urville, col. #11is was the adjutant
of Col, Inzer's eommand during tne war. sor Years sach of them
wrote letters to the other, mailing them about every three months,
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Col., inzer was comnaniisg in appealance, Hé was 8 fegt 2 ilachses in
his stocking fest and up uniil the 1ast few years his usual weight

was around 200 pounds. Hs had prominent fealures. s always wovre

2 hat. #inter and Summer, de had ~amarkable health oractically

throuwghout his entire ilifetime--always 2ble to atand and wslk very
erect until the laat few years, and iis farily =nd friends marvell-

ead at the wonderful wsy he rstained faculties.
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it would e zn interesting study to nots the changes in modes of
living and progress in many ways during the lifetime of Col., inzer
The sassing of slavery, for sxample, the vietory of prehibition,
the harnessing of elsctriesity, the developrmant of the great roil-
way system, telegraph, telephone, sutomobiles, avation, radieo, in
faet 21l of the great inventions and modern developments have come
in his lifetime, His death really marks the close of an era, ILn
rueh he is the iast man of his dey and generatlon, ke reached a
ripe old age. Lt is vather thourht-provoking that on Zunday afierae
noon Jan, L, 1lPed, there was a man siivse who we8 & grown man and

s prominent politieian when Jay{ uavis mes insugvrated president of
the Souihern states. Col, ilnzer sat on the platform with Jafferson
Javis during the iaruguriilon =i vonbtgomery, Aim,, Gn LES1 L mo

his meing bresks iLhe connestinn and we Ainag purseleaes in o new

and Fxat and sbsoerbing age.
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tnere is plenty of subjset matter for anyone who would Like o

write a story on the life of Col. Inzer. A large and splendid

. ehapter gould be given o Uol. lazer ander ezeh of ihe following
heads: "Patrict,*"pioneer," “Sgldire,” ¥ itizen, =~ "Friend,”

"{awver," Lawmaksr,® "Kidge." miantlemen,” "Christlan.,”

Col. Inzer, loved the simple and betler things of 1ife., He died
whers he wanted to die--in his own home in Ashville, dis funeral
was conducted in = simple manner in the little saptist vhureh at
ishville, He was buried in the chureh-yard semztery by the side

of his wife. the funeral was eonducted by ke his relative, rev.
John ¥. Inzer, pastor of the kirst Baptist vhursh of thattznooga.
Tenn,, =nd was assisted by kev. ¥rank %illis parnett, of sirminghas

vhe following editorial appeared in khe Birmingham Ags-tHersld,
commenting on the life of Col, inzer, on the day he was buried,

"ihe deazth of Col., John Washington lnzer removes from the scene
an outstanding figure of ante-bellum and reconstruetion days,
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"There wee sometbing = billizing in this mewber of the slabamg
seceseion convention, who voted for the unien butl fought for the
Soutk: whko belped to erest the componwealih'e life upon the ashes
of disszter: who eame to know haprier days for his beloved state
and who errried through the long stretch of his years the apeal
and strength of a remarkable personality and eharacter,

"Thia ends a rvich, 3 good and an honored life, *
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bulldings were pub up and used several years. Later brick bulldings we
constructed whish wers used until 1844, when the present ocourthouss, one
of the aldeat ss well as ab prassnt sne of the samsllisat courthouges in
the atake, was bullts The aa&y&aﬁa repords of the sounty as far back as
1821 are ghored in the building, among then belng meny veluable Indian
regords, early deseds, will, @%3*3 8%, Claly Oounty 15 ¢ be songratulated
on heving her resords, for the writer 1n wrliing the history of the
sounty seabs in Alebama often found that the records had besn destroyed
by fire.

ome of the distingulshed men of Ashville waz Ovan H, Roberts, who

came Iroa Lourens 4lstriet, South farolips, with his parends while
quite young, settling near the town, and one of the Flrst graduates of the
Bniversity of Alsbams, who laber moved Lo Tenas, beooming ehief Justies
and later povernor of the Lons Star Siate., He waa worn nin 1815 and disd
in 1898, He rocsived his early educetion in the old {isld asghools of
%ﬂu Gleir county, but gwﬁéﬁﬁﬁaﬁ from the Unlversity of Alsbams in 1836,

B.8.p 4% conforring uwpon him later Uhe degrss of Ll.Ds Ho was not only
lawyar end lieacher of law, but twice slosted &hi@f justics of tho Bupreme
Gourt of Texas, 5o wes alsoc an suthor of geveral wellekn daw books,
s woll as of the polibical history of Tezas minse its & ation to the
United Statses. Bis first wils was Freness %, Sdwerds of 8b. Clalr County.
%@ @&v@ vislited the grs of his father spnd mother on & high k&@&i ovaEe
&%ﬁ%’i&l@a '

Cobb Born iz Ashville

| Hufus¥, wgﬁﬁg distinguished xa%g%@ gnd gﬁ?@%ﬁﬁ@ @fbﬁﬁ&ﬁfﬂﬁx .
6% Ashwillie in 1929, dying, in Birminghan in 1313, dis fﬁﬁﬁ@?g
Yispinian, snd his mother, Cath herine {ﬁﬁ@%@g@} Poak Gobl dved on o
§l&ﬁ%&ﬁi@ﬁ 2% Ashwille, be bolug & farser and a merche ;
4z the Uresk ¥ar wlth Cen. Az '&W’§&$§&$n 85 golonel of s w@
was twice s member of the &ﬁg&ﬁi&&a@@, and died In 18LE &b sshwill

wae o relabive of Bishep Uskbb, of the Eplsoopel Chureh,) OGov. Cobd

was oducated at an soademy in sshvilles under Pref. %esson and Prof.

Drury wad wee pradusted fron the ¥niversiiy of ?@%ﬁﬁ@ﬁ%@ in 1850, Boe
turning te ashville, be read lsw in the offlce of Jobn ©. Thompaason

and wag adulitbed to the ber in 1855 and practioced in 8,:.0lalr Jounty
with him wntil 1867, when he moved to Shelby founty. We baven't voonm

te foilew him as captsin in the Confederste drmy, in the Stale Zenate,
where Guring his sscond term he was mede president of the body, s prosi-
dent of the Centrel Irvowm Woerks ot Helens, er ag poverncr of Alabams,

as our desire is m@%@ig to give his sebiing as en honored gson of sehville,

AOHE oF 3@%& ¥, Inger

& wman locsted in Ashville in lﬁwé, who lived thers until %&& death
8 few ysars ago, Yo whom the wrller was greatly attached not mevely
because he wes ap oubstending citizen but from the faot thet he was &
iovable man and & cherming host. This men was Jobhn YWeshingbon Inszer, @
herele figure inm the 1ife of his adopted eounty, for he weas a Georglan
ay birth, bubt all ezeept about a geore of yoars of his long end uselul
garser wore lived in hile beloved town of Ashville. Space forbids roe
labing here his 1lmany achievements. We can only say that as lseyer,
judge, soldier, and oltizen he was & leader for more then three score
iaa?@, and st his death wue the last of those who served as delegates
n the seeession convenbtion held in Memtgemery. It was sn honor to have




the i privilege of spesking st his funeral, sonducted by his Bepbtist
nephew, Dr. John W. Inser, Baptist pestor, and sttended by leadsrs
from all over Alsbama. ,

There bave beon other dlstinguished cltimens in ashville, but we
selected Gov. Cobb, and Judge Inser, because we knew them both, and we
folt that they slong with dov. Roberts, whom we novef met, were a trle
to incernste the high publie spiritednesns which has alweys charestorised
Aghville. It hes had a historie backpround, tut it looks to the fubure
undismeyed, (It was Burwell 9. Pope, who when eireult judee wafusing to
comply with the commend of & pebiy Jury te place negroes on a Jury was
srrested and pub in Jell, but relessed in a few days, dud the violencs
hastonad hie dorth,)

Ashville was in the midet of the Crsek doman., On Bilg Canoe Crask
there were two Creek Gowns, Cadaula, situated four miles Trom the
preaant site of Ashville! and Littafsteobse, sbout elight miles fhove
Catuala, Inbto this terrltory In 1813 during the Creek VWer, Ool. Dyswr,
eommanding & detechusnt of Tennessse Sroops, surprised and bupned :
Li- tafatohee, rebusning to Gon. Jackson's army with 29 prisoners, sone
$i§§§ﬁ% of men, women, sund children, and s large Lupply of corm and
E8YCLEs

s Ashville and the surrounding country bas always haed e distingulshed
eitizenry, In our duy we have known many of thelr descendents and would
like to mention some who sre desd and someo who 25111 live bub we forbser
for lack of spase, however, we never think of the town without having
thoughts of 1Ywo plonsers, preschers, Brethren Hood and Roblnson, both
of whom were grest powers in the St. (lair Baptiat Asscolabion,

Beey Nowspaper Han

We had the good fortune to run asross our old newspsper {risnd,
Be B, Ounther, sditor snd owner of the Ashville Aegis, whish wae estabe
lished by his {ather, George H. Cather, a truly grest editor, back
Jan. 1, 1673, it having been in the Gather family sver sinse. W¥s
have resd it for years. I comes to our desk waskly,.

in looking over an old copy issued in Ocbober, 1876, ve saw ab the
top of lte edlitorisl papes .

"Por president of the United States, Semwel J,Tilden3 for vicee
progident, Thomas A, Hendricks, the two being the first cendidetes we
rocall as a boy. The presidentiszl electors wers, state at large,
dohn T, Horgen, of Dellas; and Jemes L. Pugh, of Barbour; both men
whos we kmew from our ) youth up, the latter belng from sur home Lown
of Eufanle, and the former from Selma.n The alternates were &Llao dlstingulshed
en, being lnone other than W. J, Samford, of Lee, who later becems
rnor of Alabamaj and §. @ Harris, of Smmber, from whom we bought the
Aiabamg Beptist, wnd who laber wes on the Publie Service Commission. Fopr
Congreag, from the Seven h District, wes W. H. Forney, of Caihoun, whom
we recsll s the father of our friend Jolnm Forney.”




old Hasonic Lodpe

On one of the pages of thedegls we saw where Cataule Lodge,
186, AoF. & A.M, met avery Priday before each full moon, at 10 a.m.
This lodge we were told was established at the old town of gataula
but when moved into Ashwville had 1tz nsme changed to the Ashville
Lodge. B.d. Hobinson, was wopshipful magster, and D. 5 Gpaon, gecre=
tary. It is still flourishing, end the officers sleated in June were!l
Robert zarly, worshipiul master} RobertThompson, senior deascon} W.T.
Jones, junior wardenj opocer ¥olein, elevk} Jeff Zarly, genior deaconjip
np. W.h, Bocson, tressurer; Edgar Danks, junior deaconj John
sheffield, tyler.

Mapceheants hed not learned o advertige then as now as we found only
two using the columns of The Aegia: A.B. Vandergrift, snd W T. Hodpges,
both of whom later moved %o Birminghan, evidencing the fact that even
way beck there "1t pald %o advertise.? Lewsyos having ecards were
John D. St¥knge, long a member of the Blrminghem bar, John W, Inger,
Jamas T. Opeens, snd Leroy F. Box. aphville was then im the Twelfth
Judleisl District which embraced Cheorokes, Etowah, Calhoun, Cdeburne,
and 86, Olair Ceunties with Judge Whitloek, presiding. We noted
thet the following vislitors attended a semsion of the court ab
Ashville: Gen. W. H. Porney, and Gol, Ge O, Ellis, of Jacksonvillej
Bon. Teul Bradford and Thomes Hayden, Talladega) Col. B. F. Fope,
Geadadeni J. A. Walden, Center; Jemes P. Herring, Bilrmingheaw

LE

The county officers were: E. J. Roblnson, judge of probate} J. Tol
greens, reglater in chancery} S. b Wyatt, clepk Glroult Gourdy Wel.T.
Kooney, sheriffs G, W. Turner, goronsyr) J. O. montgomery, solicitor}

H, FP. Roborson, bax assassor) A. G, Patson, tax coclleetori W. T. Hodges,
t casurer) H. H. Browator, surveyor, and Frank Dillon, superintendont
of education; while road commissleners weral Holand Hesssossvnosssves

R Coleman, T. e ﬁ@&?@?ﬂo&ooweocnoemﬁﬁg%@?yo PRt r PR Y T X R L
qc-wuceoow@-soaa%@ E%anwnacto'eoawao{?ﬁﬁﬁ@? Lorn h@%o)

#¥hy ere these set down here? To cenmeetthe present generation
with some of the men who helped § to mexe sghville what it ls. We,

however, have taken a backward book, end now we will telk about the
pregent, as Hayor Hebpayer and his councilmen ave alive %o the nadd
of keeping modern Ashville on the mep.

_ Po show thet it 18 on the highway from Bimminghan to Gadsden, it
is only necessary to state thab $t has 19 filling stations, and some
of them quite up~to-date; 1% also haa three welle-sgulpped garezes,

& drug store, barber shop, two eating places, Lone pak Cafe, the

Red Dot BatShop and the Teague Hobel., The following are general
meopehants: Teague Brbthers, Teague Mercantils Company, Herchant & Co.,
Honbgomery & Stewsrl, Cain Brothers, Jones & HeBrayer, The Aghville
Cooporage Compeny, owned by High and Floyd Jackson, is one of the
leading mills which has operated for years and 18 gt11l busy furnishe
ing quite & woekly payrobl.

The members of the bar ab present ave: James A, Habry, sohn W,
Inger, Jr., and C. H.Robinson, The physiciens belng: Dr. H, 8. Aubrey
and J.G. firod. HET. Boatright is pebiuasbor.



The Rev. L. B, Jones is pastor of the handecme new Baphist Church,
bulls in 1930. The Rev, Guy E. #Wallace, of the HethodisgtChurch, and
Bav. H. Paul Lewis, of the Chureh of Christ,

Ashville's modern aehoel house, pullt of fieldetone, is ome of the
most attractive school bulldings in the gtato. 1 It was bullt several
years ago, two more roome were added, and now two mors will have to be
supplied to meet the growing demands of the patrons, a8 it houses koth
the high schoocl end the grammay gehool puplils., W. H. weKathan s the
recentiy chosen principal, He comea highly recommended from Jscksonville.
e faculby for lthe high gehool hag not been selscted. The trustees
are de Ce DmBose, Us Be Ppickett, and B, M+ Teague.

on the gourthouse squars is a handsome monument set up in 1923 to
heonor the Goenfederate soldlers by thelr descendants through the Ashville
Chapber of the V,D.0.'s, The writer haddthe privilege of having a pard
ip the deremonys the chliel address weing made by Col. Hood of Gaudsden.

tghvilie lhes soms lovely homems, m We give a picture of thab of
Judge J. ¥, Inzer, but thers are many more which show that the
ighv111a§ﬁ ere comfortably housed, It i3 always & joy to mingle mmong
B8 ?@@? = ™ )

A town of churehes, schools, and bualness houge and industrial
plents, without & bank
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spectal to the Advertiser, : | %ﬁﬁegggpm t
ASHVILLE, August 12.—Crop prospects are | who have

A | very promising, no material damage being | theirskinsn
n. | done by the recent rains. Cotton is unusally g{f (ﬁ, % 5 éf}rf
| arge, but well fruited. Our farmers report ’

_con- | the beat corn crop for years. | Deatl

a full| The East & West railroad will be completed -

lance. | to Pe]l City by the firstof September. The | From Dafly ¢
oo, | contract for building the union depnt at Pell | The many

City was awarded to Mr, Wallace, of Carters- regret to les

Eg{ﬁ; rg&, at the price of twenty-four hundred yesterday m

. ,. %a h%?ed th

ARt E il T2 NG 13 - oy er :‘_ﬂ wa:

GREENVILLE. koow her, 3

_ | | T After suffe,
=015 1 Hpeclal to the Adverilser. sweeter.

Bpad &BEEHWL%, Aﬁgast 13 «-—-»Tkw ﬁrst bale of | —

Copyright ® 2017 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved. NéWLSE} N ey ™



Poge 7 Thursday, Moy 14, 1981 THE PROGRESS EDITICN

That‘s the way it alwayé was throughout our natmn s history
and’ that’s how i ;s!o'd_ay :




alute our
air County Farmers
Great Industry § in
imerical

if you need:
 Planters - Harraws - Dises -
~ Rippers - Sprayers
‘o Mississippi Chemicals & USS Femhmr |

Ik DANDY
gﬁeﬂ?&ﬁg °Ridmg or Push Lawn Mowers : .. ... . BOOTS

for Horses & Cows  “Ewrending the Best Servics 1o the ﬁgﬂwﬁwe lﬂdustry far 20 years”

TY CO-0OP

Gionald Stagys . © T Jim King _Rlan Bain

Ashville 534-3186 Pell City Ddenvilte

Open 7:30-4:30 Mon., Tues,, Wed. Fri. Gpen Mon-Tues Thurs-Fri. - Open Men.-Tues. Thurs-Fsi,
85 ' i o

eWe proulde the spreading’ af Fertifizer JEANS-SHERTS

Closed Thurs. & Sat. at Moon
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'We Salute St. Clair Agriculture!

This is the industry that keeps us going...and growing strong
as a nation. The American farmer, stockman and all those

who are part of agri-business have earned our pride and
* gratitude for their big contribution! :

Hwy 78E . Pell City

Rudy Cook, Manager

@




"SECOND BEST
IN'T BAD!"

Qut of 35 Keniucky Fried Chicken locations across central Alabama, our stare,
- right here jn Peli City, ranked second in soles! For a town this small and against
stiff competition we think that this is quité remarkable ond of course wa are  very
proud.

We would, ot this time, like to thank all of our friends and
customers in §1, Clair County for making this achievement
possible, We ‘now sirive for NUMBER ONE IN QUALL-
TY1, . .and with your continved fine support,” one dny we Il X
be NUMBER ONE IN SALES!

'WE DO
'CHICKEN RIGHT?

iﬁrREMEMBER"
WE CATER!

izg Funchonf We have catered
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THE WORLD'S
NKEEPERY

" Located directly on beautiful Logan Martin on
. Hwy 78 just off 1-20.

T e gl

While enjoying-our tremendous view, fry our
outstanding food! ' '
eButfet daily 11:30 til 1:30

#Special Sunday Butfer 11:30 1it 3:00

oCocktail Lounge open evenings Monday-

 Help Yourself

Saturday.
afuraay 7 . DAI!.‘.V ’
_ BUFFET &
We have Banquet and Meeting Rooms to - SALAD BAR

seat up to 100 guests, call 338-3381




Rr. Keller shows us the wide selection of men's
suits at very reasonable prices.

WMrs. Purdy sorts out the sizes of Levi Jeams so

M['s.-'lsurdv shows_us one of the sharp new nit
shirts. T e

| We Keep St. Clair
EuekingTheEBest!

«SUITS »SPORTCOATS eSLACKS eSHIRTS *TIES
+SHOES sROBES sCASUAL WEAR »PAJAMAS
*SOCKS *WESTERN HATS :

o

vy !

Customer Glenda Coltier picks put a tennis set from
Mrs, Johnsan . ’

popular now with everyone.

ey 231 North Pell City © 338-9376-#Open Thursday & Friday Nights Til 8:30




ELECTRICAL,
IN c_ 1607 Martin St.

Pell City, Al.
-Just Opened
New Retail Electrical Outlet

And Tool Rental Open
To The Pu_hlic~Cume In'Soon!

Industrial
sCommercial
*Residential

*Repairs
'Remodelmg

384-3455 |

Electrical Contractors

oNew Construction{ | @

BBIT BRANCH
‘I\IIARINA

. -Simng & Uther Spnrtmg Equxpmant
*Fishing Supplles
P

RAB

Dpen 6 a.m. to 7 pan. 7 Days a Week
Turn left at Fat Man's Bar-B-Que - Straight For One Mile.

Over 15 years Experience

(‘m‘\\m‘\“\m\:\\:\.‘\ e T T A S T S L RN AT

\ Cropweli Al 525-5562




Cras b Stcepmbenty T

church Jeagues, five men's city of the playground,
leagues and eight ladies city

Pell City more than 16 years ago as privately own-
ed, but new is under the Aegis of Medi-Plex Car-
poration, a Jackson, Miss., based firm operating
more than 40 such homes, primarily in the
southeost.

Operating under olf state and federal re-
quirements and guidelines, Ingram Manor offers 74
beds for skilled, intermediate ond private-pay
health care services.

QOccupancy at Ingram Manor according to od-
minisirator Ms. Katherine Ponder, averages 99 per
cent, Mrs. Ponder became administrator
November 17, 1980 after being tronstered from
COneonta where she was assistant administrator.

day-care residents,
Set in ¢ stand of hardwood and pines on opprox-
imately six-ocres of undulating St. Clair County
tand, Ingram Manor has o combined professional
staff of &4 persons, including medical, phor-
maceutrical, recreationyl advisors and. consultants
including o fullh; creaiionol -and - activities
director at the Hoe, -
Nearby §t. Clair Count

——

ingram Manor.

Adjocent fo the Home is Eden Elementary. with
which the Home hos on ogreement to house
residents in cose of notural emergency disasters
concommitant with inclement weather or others
thet require outside resident housing.

Melba Compbelt, o professionally-trained diet-
cion directs food service for the residents, adhering
il ifodietary needs of @ wide voriety.

Al FEARD LUL LT UCORELSTIMG Uy e

tngrom Monor does, when space allows, occept

yoF al” affards im-
medicie medicol core when'needed by residents of .

TENAST LT OL LIG GARBNOIVIT VAT MG F S DALy at L e ks s e st Ml e
Center Complex is nearing completeion. Two new
softhall fields, with lights and & concession stand

muttipurpose track and fie]tiuv;f.i-l‘iﬂie"?e-xiﬁﬁ

5000,

It’s National Narsing Home Week--

For Ingram Manor residents, activilies ore con- -

fineous and well-planned. ‘Activities director Ms.

Joanne Humphreys says. some-regularly-planned -

features of the octivities ‘ore monthly birthday

celebrations, regular church services, volunteer .

reading programs, oceasional outside picnicking,
visiting singing groups and on occasion special din-
ner auting for seme residents.

Mrs. Margaret Bearden, director of nursing, has -

been with Ingram Manor since its opening. Her
duties are to develope ond maintain nursing ser-
vice objectives, standards or nursing practice,.and
nursing procedures. .She olso supervises oll Jévels
of nursing personnel ond coordinates ail pafient
services with all other departments, -

N

Visit Ingram Manor Nursing Home

ingom Mdnor Nprsing Home opened its doors in

. "We strive for a home. otmosphera here,” says
Ms, Ponder, “and stay away from the insfitutional
impression in‘'every way possible,”. . -

e focility itself-is bquipped with the HEW ond

- state-required sofety equipment and ifs sfaft is pro-

fessionally trained “from the kitchen up.”

“At Christmas time the residents engoge in mak-
ing their own decorations, plus some for other
sources. ' B

“And in the Spring,” soys Ms. Humphreys "when
we have fresh strawberries, lots of the residents
get together and help prepare them.”

At Ingram. ‘Manor it is evident that residents

‘raceive every facet of heolth care in a professional,
" home-typed situation, S

ingram Manor's tranquil s.eiting




ere-film ontaming same 35 lm”
nag?s of counhouse records. (New&Aegis phutu by Wayne
) H

LoUnion 76 & Texaco Oil Products
"Umroyal B.F. Goodrich

_Firestone Tires -

-Battarles ~ eSport Wheels

eAutomotive Service
*Wheel Alignment

| Phone 338-2718 or 338-9277 Pell City
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WE CUBK GOOD! |
HWY 231 So. PELL CITY 4072
- L. _

,. AA i o &

%AN ALL NEW STAFF
-~ FROM THE CHEFS
‘TO THE OWNER!
, BR!GHT FRIENDLY FACES-
é FAST COMPLETE SERVICE!

Come in soon for a dehghtful
Italian meal you re sure to enjuv*

Ty Aliord Mary Gcllups. Barbara® Adoms, Jucmha
Adoms. Chns Goliups. Ted Compbafl }r

OUR MANAGERS:;

Linda Carpenter, Kathy Smith




Symbol of quality

Cagswell Ave

1981 MERCURY CAPRI

338-9463

_.._S.'fo_ck No,

075

\ EPA
% 38
MPG

EST.
HWY
MFG

Un‘clutterad dash

749852 .

w o EST.
5268
MPG MEG.

“Stock No.
909

COUGAR xp: 7. s,mk No




TARGET FoR (=) THE NEW DECADE

—and look at the Progress we've made!

This plant began its opérdfioijs here in July of 1976, The corporate -

office is in Pittsburg, PA. Dietrich processes steel sheets and coil into

speciific cul to.size orders pi v customer, These pieces ore sentlo the

customer to be used to complete o linished product. o
This Ashville plant which ‘employed 78 employees in 1980 now

employs 107 with plons to'add on 25 more soon. The recent *1,500,000

expansion increased the floor area from 48,000 square feet to 100,000,

1981 - NEW EXPANSION

In uddition to this is a new 3,200 sq. f1 oéf_i__c'e:bbi!.ding. The grou

ware also considered and a 2% -acre po

re-q d a 2% wos developed. It wil
used primarily for a fire protection reservoi R

This 100% e)_cpnnsibn proves the cgﬁxp’uny‘s faith in this areq and ¢
look forward 1o greoter progress in the future.. .

INDUSTRIES, INC.

SOUTHERN DIVISION ASHVILLE, ALA




For Men And Wémen

~Across from the Courthouse
1820 Cogswell Ave, Pell City, Al

We are gruteful for the opportunity
of serving the people of this area!

.. STOREHOURS:

© - Monday B Tuesday - 9:38-5:00 p
- . Wednesday - 3:30-12:00 noon
- Thursday thriy Saturday.9:30-5:00




yoeery, ] ) e ook

has been with Shell Qil for 25 years. Henson's She!l hus_' erned
a reputation.of trust by sellmg Proven Quulny Products cnd g|v~
ing excellent service,

serwce he expects'

Y ¥edr
337566
OPEN 365 DAYS A V¥

JAMES C. HENSON, OWNER




BOardmay fssie -an .:-'_oi‘der ~of

yistponement of demolition for &+

yériod of Tnot “to ‘exceed :8ix
nonths" ¥f-the Board concludes

‘hat-the :demolition ;:should "be -
spstponed, it ‘shall .afford’ an
ypportumity to appear before the
3pard to offer any évidence théy

nay desire to present concerning

‘he . proposed -order.” Within“the

seriod . of "postponement, : the

3oard. shall ‘consult with the St.

Shair‘County Commission, the St
Slairi«Coiunty Histor
Jevelopment Comﬂusséao?, g

. organizations may do to
such:iarchitectnrally “:and:

- historieally valuable building and -
. shall thake recommendations to

that effect to the CommiSsion’ .

~ 'When .planning to, restore, |

demolish; ‘or add a new bullding

ta Springville, ‘Cropwell, -
-Ashville, or - St Clair Springs,”
‘care - should -be “taken that all--
codes - and ’ restrictions. be
*followed. The battle to/preserye .

Montgomery-Edins-Scott home =~
Thie Montzomery. Eding, Scott home was built in 1888 by

reserve .

Historical districts. contmempges) [0 lRE

- 4 et

Pl i =k

* Neva Bagwell invites you to come in & look over the
“high quality electronic equipment instock--- -

Thursday, May 14, 1961

o iy g - ) - - G ey

THE PROGRESS EDATION

£x ERAE

ePartable Cassette Recorders *intercoms =CB's +Steren
*. ‘Speakers oSteress eHeadphones ePrincess & French
Styvle
eMicrophones *And much More!

Telephones - eAntennas  eWalkie-Talkies

' Owned and Opsrated by Joe & Sandy Derough
~CISCO o

NCARILED

Page 7
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There' s only one place in this county where you can get mtal insurance
- planning and protectmn for All your insurance needs.

s AUTO *HOME °BUSINESS SLIFE °HEALTH °PENSIONS |

'-;::J.'D'E | '

Ron Paul o ~ Sharron
Helms Abbnt | Brewster

 “YOUR INSURANCE STORE”

(Hews-Aegis Building)

298 So. Martin St. .  884-1670 Pell City
sﬂﬂlit!|ﬂlﬂmn!lllunulIliu1muiluuinilm:mlliamﬂluutuiiliimH!mu;mmmﬁIﬂmmﬁmuiuiumufmuﬁuﬂilunﬂlimmmmmi5!uamﬂmxmullmnu!llm:uilimnilillimmllimmllilmauilﬁmuiliumitli!mmmsu:ﬂi!lumm!tmmllmmﬁltiuu
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|

Progress -is changing..for the hetter, The
more challenges we meet..the “more
discoveries we make..bring us closer to our
goal of a hetter life for all. Let’s aim for con-
tinved success for Pell City in the "80s.

Pall City Police Department

Bottom Row (L-R) Chief Homer Layton, Pil. Morris
Smith, Pif. Noel Washington, Pil. Mike McCombs,
Asst, Chief Shaffer Griffin. 2nd Row (L-R} Ptl, Biil
Turner, Ptl. Joe Davis, 5gt. Ed Pennington, Pil. Ricky
Simmons, Pil. Larry Hyatt, Cpl. Oscor Callahan, Top
Row (L-R} Sgt. Sid Scoit, PH. Bill Gurley, Pil, Ray
Phillips, Pik. Robert Beavers o

Construction will soen

faris hﬂnl'n‘nnun,.m:m,.,l.,._...n G e




T GORSTTUCTION WiIE sgon

“begin ona medern

SEWAGE TREATMENT
- FACILITY

it wilt be jocated on Tucker Road and wilf oc-
cupy approximately 600,000 sq. ft. The plant is
being designed and construcied by Charles E,
Tucker, Consulting Engineers, Birmingham.
This new facility will a¥ford sewage services for
hundreds of mora homes In our community.

Cropwell Fire Station
sted February, 1981, . J¢

d hauses the city's rescue
ided fire protection to the s

is monned by two

fruck, pumper and Y
outhern part of ayr

rner

aries Lockridge
wan

Courncilman

Forrest Walls

5 Bornett Lwtey
‘Councilman ’

‘Councilman

 Billy Church, City Attorney - Bettie Scott, City Clerk -

Keith Forter
Councilman

SR

-
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Drawing of a new wastewater treatment plant
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St. Clair Co. Hospital a

director of nursmg serv:ces,

BY WAYNE RUFLE
News-Aegls Staffwriter

A fourth floor addition housing
an ‘intensive care unit and a
progressive care unit af a cost of
near ‘§1 million is one of the
highlights of the past year which
St Clau‘ County Hospital

Nm-ﬂ

Locking like some busy launch conirol the
maonitoring station in the newly completed fourth
Aanre TOTT unit ot &t Mloir Oaonty Haeaital enahles

THE PROGRESS £DITION

administrator Sam Jones proudly
points te when speaking of
progress.

But, he is quick o add, the

" hospital has made additional

progress in staffing and the
amount of new. equipment
purchased over the past year.

And, adds Helen Dykes,

e

Monitoring station

there are seme big plans for the
future.

The fourth f[loor -addition,
containing some 13,800 square
feet, has a complete RN and LPN
statt specially trained for crmcal
care nursing.

The ICU has a. six pahent

n_ursés to keep a constant watch on a patients condi-
tion through telemetry devices. {News-Aegis phote
bv Wavne Ruple)

- ‘monitor “te
‘heartbeat  before birth and

capacity and can be expanded to
accomodate eight patients.
Construction on the fourth floor
began March 1, 1980 and was
completed January of this year.
In - addition to the ICU the
fourth “floor will aiso house
medical "records, respiratory
therapy, special procedure
rooms and doctor’s bedrooms.
Monitoring  in the ICH 15

'thmuim elemetry.

g back on the gmwth of
the :hospital since he came on
board as administrator in 1969, a
few months before the hos Hal
was opened, Jones said he feels
thé facility is one of t.he best its
size in the state.

Both hie and Mrs. Dykes point
to the various areas.of growth

trnmtmlugy and eamdmlogy
the: newesl: ar;d ‘most

testing” device with memtormg
apabilities, 2 em montitors and
efribilators, 1 fetal ‘heart
detect a “baby's

nuclear medicine equipment

giving the facility the ability to
+ 'make lung and bone seans using

radioactive materials,
Jones said be is hopeful that the

._hospttal will ‘have ultrasound
eqiipment within ¢ days He

added that this equipment ,"will
be a plongreat for the coamty" as

a puss1ble use of a
- eapacity. classroom m reaching
+'the genéral public who would be

:s fourth floor

most patlents requiring
ultrasound tests are usually sent
to Birmingham or Anniston.

Mrs. Dykes points to several of
the hospital's on-going programs

.including patient education, in

the areas of cardiac and
diabetics” which usually involve
one on one education situations
and may revolve around diet,
nutrition and therapy

Last year a eardmvasucular
nursing prograin was presented
to KNs and LPNs in preparation
for work in the newly co I‘}Jstructed
ICU unit. A 24 hour IV therapy
course was also presented.

She also praised the auxiliary
under the work of Mrs. Opel
Rebinsen who is conducting a
breast self-examination program
reaching some 75 women per

_month on a room to room visit.

“We have a lot of plans for

. .increasing our education
. 'program,”* Mrs, Dykes said,’

The leng-range goals include
0 seating

invited to ar.tend educational
classes.

“We feel that the haspital
should be loocking more to the
community,” she added while
Jones pointed out that he would
like to see the hospital, “service
beyond the four walls of the
insitifution.”

The classroom sessions , he
feels, would teach preventive

.medicine and help former

patients to stay well.

"He concludes that the past
year, has been rather active.”



 Space-age Technolo,
Lyn Wilkinson, chief techuologist for nuclear  with radioacti

medicine, looks over a recently acquired gamma  inside the bod
.camera which enables doctors to.inject a palient ple)
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Medline - 1980 T T Medline - 1981
Medline is growing with Pell City — from 18,000 sq. ft. in 1980 to
48,000 sq. ft. in 1981 and still growing strong!

. Manufacturing Hospital and Patient Wear!

dline Industries,

Pell City, AL




St. Llalr Lounty is a ureat
place to live...Medline is a Great

placeto work!

- Medline - 1980 Medline - 1981

Medline is growing with Pell Cnty — from 18, 000 sq. ft. in 1980 to
48,000 sq. ft. in 1981 and still growing strong!

Manufacturing Hospital and Patient Wear!

Industrial Park | - -. I _Pel_l_ Clty, AL
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‘Guest at seminar:- -~ "
ed), Pell City Mayor Hugh Williamson,

alter K dy were amoung the many
lecommunications Showcase Serninar :

nd 24, Mrs. Brandli was instiimental
only-one of it's kind, into being. The

Eden Area Vocational:School,

C_‘ﬁe_ckir'z g out displays

' “The fnsini; reason for the seminar was to

Presidnet Bob Dickinson check out a peice of

.gxaminé the equipment in use for the various
“phone ‘companies and:to give the students a
chanee “to ~'‘show.off" their. "skills,
Telecomminications instrictor James

_eéquipment. The Vocational School bas made
much progress In prepating the students for
employment of the future.(NewS-Aegis
Phot0). .

McGowan and Ragland Telephone Company

R |
" Almost 200 hundred lunches were served to
‘yarious business person attending the first
state wide seminar on telecommunications.
Businesses from all over the state gave
contributions and sent representatives to the
seminar. ( News-Aegi? Photo).




Looking like some busy launch CONLIOl wie e o op o
monitoring station in the newly completed fourth tion through felemetry dovices, (NEWS-ALEIS Puvww 8 & PIULEs Gus ave === =-

floar 1CU unit at St. Clair County Hesprtai enables by Wayne Ruple)

SINEE 187 & mmm——"

V rwe. WAI‘H roamwr SMFJOI’GAN sw.r. @

:Manufacturing R |
Walkin Coelerl Freezers to frt every need

: _...For the large com_missary m—ﬂrght kltchen or outs;de

10010 1000 e, 1. §

' Vplh-'a

SHCk IR

'_We at Vonrath are
B e - | extremely proudof
ANLLAS  the progress of th:s
WERd  countyandthe
“advances ofour
orgamzatron!

Industrial Park Hwy 78 EastPeli City
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THE PERRYS

" SERVING PELL CITIANS FOR

JYEARS! - |

*SAME OWNERS *SAME LOCATION
*SAME QUALITY CLEANING SERVICE

 PeliCily
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Steve Roberis shows off crane

Steve Roberts, Distriet Engineer for ‘Alabama Power, shows off
the new crane and storage area for the transformers and poles that
will be moved to the District Warehouse. Witit this new additien for
Alabama Power, service will be more efficient. (News-Aegis Photo

By Karen Hand).

“uture

Also, the new industrial park
wrently does not have sewage
eatment access but a.special
rant the city has applied for,
nd, according to Mayer Hugh
filliamson, has a good chance of
btaining, will - allow for fhe
sstallation of trunk lines to the
ew treatment, -alfowing . for
rowth in the iridustiial complex.

Dr. McClendon pointed out that
t. Clair has two maini arteries of
rowth, the first along Interstate
0 and the latest growth -area
long Interstate 59. .

In addition, the construction
nd completion of the Coosa-
\abama Waterway System,
vhich may be delayed but
dcClendon predicts will become
¢ reality, will be the largest
ingle source of growth for the
rounty.

#Jt" will have the greatest
mpact on growth in 5L Clair
“onnty and will result in 2
remendous amount of
jevelopment in business and
ndustry as well as tourism and
recreation,” McClendon said.

{Contirued from Page3)

He added that the tourism and
recreation industry in St. Clair
County will continne to grow, not
only as a result of the waterway
system,
closemess to the metropolitan
areas in surrounding Cathoun,
Etowah and Jefferson counties.

McClendon stated he also
expects the agricultural -and
forestry industries in the county
to continue on the upward trend.

Addressing. the amazing

owth of Pell City and St. Clair

‘cunty, Mayor Hugh Williamson
stated he “would ke to thank all
the people involved, not only in
Pell City, but throughout the
county who have worked towards
sttracting industry.”

The mayor credited the Pell
City industrial board, Fd Ash
whom he said was instrumental
in attracting industry to the area,
and realators across the county
who have all worked towards the
common goal.
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but also because of the
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“1 shop the fast |
and easy way at

iPELL CITY'




LL sFARM ~ —ok : .
JUREAU Thanks For Your Business!

TRES  <cHEVRON GASOLINE (By The Gailnn) *BRAKE & FRONT END WORK
IBVIDN  °AIR CONDITIONING REPAIRS -

Open.-7 Days A Week o

James Perry, Owner
Hwy 231 No. Pell City 338 9437

15




We're Proud of Qur GfoWEh
with St. Clair County and of
our Employees who macﬁe it

possible...
Scott Frost " Carroll Wilson
Bill Turnar Chartotte Wilson
Charlie Wolle Karen Alexsade:
Lester Waldrop . Ricky Seorge -
Tim Sutherdand Latty Claytan
Bronda Smith Erank Abvorson Jr.
Johnny Andrews :
Laraita Hill Thomas Mearg
Don Watdrog Ricky Newton
James Carmichasl Frank-Thompsan
Sidney Carmichagl . Sandra Frast .+
George Wede Carolyr Berryhill
Wade Sandess Jauice Benawoy
Lepora Gastan - Jahn Johason
Michag! Cathoun Batty Frest
Albert Wehb Aay Frost
Chris Mixon Fred Frost
Toay Sutherland Jarey Barrows
£ddie Webh Jack Satterfield
fita Robinson Jduke Frost

~. e s e sy

e’re Celebrating Our 1G

" Industrial [’a}k
Pell City, AL
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1864 ‘v1 Aoy 'Lopsiay)

NOILIGI S5I4 D08 IHL




Poge 14 Thursday. May 14, 1983 THE Pgoeﬁzsssﬂxﬁou ' "
APC expansion is sign of growth
This past year has brought _ '_c;o'ﬁ_tif;ues' expansion _'___j.a_nd ground was broken for the areas for the trucks. The new

; .more efficient” service in new -crew, headguarters ~headquarters will be located:

hopes of a brighter future for

which will include gas pumps, - en- -Highway, 78 'and

both customers and “dealing with the:growth and  will: | n. Highway 78 al
employees of Alabama Power = needs’ of = the . community. storage ‘areas ‘for poles -and : constructions is: expected to
Z:the .p be completed in July.

Company a8 ‘theé” company :. - During - the past .year, . the transformers ‘and ‘'service

Up until 1977 the Pell Cif
area was Serviced by th
Alabama Power Company I
Talladega but because of th
growth in this area, th
company made the Pell Cit
area a Sub-District, This Sut

:Pistriet  includes -Riverside
--Ragland, Cooks Springs an
- Pell” 'City. Mr.

Georg
Williams is the manager
the Sub-District. :

Wailace Constructio

'ijmp_any,- under th
“supervision - of - Mr.

Bi
St.John, is constructing th

new facility. A’ speei:

storage area for the poles an
transformers has bee

" constructed witha cranetot

used to lift - the heav

‘Alabama Power constructs warehouse

1877 the Pell City area was made into a Sub-District.
Photo).

(News-Aegis '

The Sub-District warehouse for the Alabama Power Compan& is
near] completion. The warehouse is being constructed to house the
crew, pole climbing facility, and gas pumps for the company. In

y equipment onto the trucks:

M, Steve Roberts is
District. Engineer £
Alabama Power. Steve has:

" . Electrical Engineers degn

from Auburn Universit
When the faeility

: completed, * We will be at

to give quicker service tone
homes because we will ha

"the warehouse s§pas

available for storage”, sa
Steve. “The niew building w
‘help in restoring servi
faster when tiroub
develops”.

With the help of Alabax
Power, the Pell City S
Distirict will contim
experiencing continu.
growth and expansion.



At Food Center you get more personalized service... We're
your neighbers... We're your friends... And we treat you
better that's why we're here today... Because of you, our
Customers! o L :

THE PROGRESS EDITION

Thursdoy, May 14, 1981

- Cogswell Avenue
U PellGity
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elpful ! 1o all custamers

ey is mu th
tn meat items.

hupm

Bnh Spradl

NG\auﬂaSny & Ann n Pow well ate ' wnh -
sadﬁ nters de selectwn niF sh Ptoduce

Chyde S\d
iruzen iauds an

acks o
d dam; pmducts.

hott invite you to

Ronnie Baker &J n. bb
selact youl © cheit ui this large setection
cheese.
Home Gwned And
ftond ay-’thursda\g 84 Operated BY -
Friday 9 Saturda\f 310 3 & The tnemih; che ck aut ladies are: lL 1R Jen\*e, Allen, Luci
9. & Esther AIS il Wise Seott, Profes  acker - Steve Fot®
Sun nday 120 a Mae Seott, PTOE ssional ¢ - Steve FO
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Ski club

3 home here

BY WAYNE RUPLE
News-Aegls Staffwiriter

«Ope of the best places in the

' is what Lake Logan
Martin Water Ski Club president
Mike Mosley has to say of Lake
Logan Martin :

The ¢lub, which Iﬁas been in

existence for 10 years, has found
Lake Logan Martin to be an ideal
location with plenty- of room for
tournament g.

Boosting some 40 members last
summer, the club according to
Mosley, has:enough people to
have somié exciting events.

. This year, the club will sponsor

two tournaments: © =
- Mosley: explained ‘that “in
competitive ::skiing - “there "are

three main gvents - s_iolia.n_‘n, tricks

and jumping. -
He pointed out that the Logan
Martin sitz just off 1.8, 78 near

THE PROGRESS EDITION - .

finds

*t

*******ﬁgf&**************#*******+

*kRRk

Biverside i§ an ideal location X
because motels and restaurants
sre nearby and the location is +*
near 1-20.

He added that the club is *A
constantly trying te improve so *
they can hold bhetter *
tournaments.

Most of the club members
practice their sport during
weekends or on weekday
afternoons and during the
tournaments compete with skiers
from al} over the southeast.

The wupcoming Labor Day
Tournament is sanctioned by the

Ametican Water:Ski Association
and -in the past. has brought
. $ogether some 118 skiers for the -
twodayevent. . - . '
" Phrough the :tournaments. the
¢lubis able to raise money for its
-activities and also by holding ski
' schools and clinics.

X
*
+«

O s

IgesTE e s 2

P i 1t

CLETLEELY

o

= BUMPER.
. DEALER IN PELL CITY.

. s L_;._.A..u,..a.a@&@**&‘k*******w-ﬁﬁﬁfj

k%*ﬁ#************i******
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Plant Manager, Vesta Clowers checks out the
merchandise as it is prepared by Doug Millsarn for
shipping {o the warehouse in Atlanta. The Medline

Chanees are high that if youare
“ever in the hospital and have to
wear one of ““those™ gowns that is
opened at the a back, that
Medline Industrie made if. The
company built their plant here in
Peil City just three years age and
the praducts have become so

marah in Aamaaed that thaw aen

'Product ready for warehouse

Industries has three plants that produce hospital
gowns and other fabric iters for medieal use,

employs 75 peopie and when the
new building is completed, they
will emplay 200 persens,
Medline Industries
manufactures all cloth items
used in hospitals, nursing homes,
doctors offices and any other
medical Jfacility.  Their line

I JS

Mrs. Vesta Clowers is the plant
manager and she explains,"We
started out with only ten
machines when we opened on
February G of 878",
unbelieveable how fast this

company has grown”. There are

three such plants, Ioclatcdbjn

i SR I

YTt is.

THE PROGRESS EDITION

]érger sewing area, and (weo
‘kitehens. One of the kitchens will

be used for smokers and the other
for non-smokers. Our new ares
will give us 30,000 square feet”.

. The new; addition will be
completed soon. -As soon as it is

finished, the company will hire

additional persons for the day
shift and add a second shiff.
Aecording to Mr. Neel Sterling,
vice-president of Medline and
preside of Mederest (which is

Thursday, May 14, 1981

Cutting board expert

Poge 7

part of the Medline Industries)”
“The new.- addition will be

. compleied and inspected by June

and we expeet to start hiring at
this time". ) T

At a ‘time -when many
industries are -cutting back and
decreasing the number of
employees, it"i{ refreshing to
know that Industries like Medline
have placed their confidence in
Pell City. Pell City is glad to have
a company with expansion on
their minds to be located here.
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~Ladies work on
_hospital linens

.“The workers at Medline Industries always have plenty to do to
keep up with the demands of the growing compaty. At the present
time Medline has 75 workers but with the completition of the addi-
tion, they will employover 200. R )

Construction of
30,000 sq. ft.

Medline Indusivies, located in the Pell City In-
dustrial Park, is 99 percent finished with the new
30,000 quare feet of additional factory space. The
new addition will house warehouse space, sewing
areas, two kitchens (one for smokers, one for non-
smokers), and a large cutling room. The building
will be completed soon.
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ON LOGAN MARTIN

%%?%%R? OPERING SOON!
> G ke T CAMPGROUADS
*\Weekend Cottages

OPEN 7 DAYS A WERK
i eLamping Areas

Located Hwy 78
Riverside, Al
338-229

.

- youn
JOHNSON &
CHRYSLER

OUTBOARD BEALER

1
PORTOON BECHS
BOATS

RUNABOUTS

7

SEING & DTHER
SPORTING -
ERUIPATERT




: facturmg Cp. The iown wat
named for George A, Pell @
: —‘New NYork, - its - origina
. jpmmoter Ongmai geifler
. were ! Green -G, Evans, Joht
(" Truett, Marmn Hazlewood
' and Abper “Lacy. Populatiol

X in 1050 and 4155 1

) :""'by ‘Alabama Power Co. Ther
T oare; “many’ new development
i that ‘area. :

: Sprmgvnle, in . the -nportt

western ‘part of the county

.‘_not far 'from Jefferson wa
: t jm 189L°

‘the: d , 'I‘he countys populatmn i
(o :901 when it was ags 1060 vas 25,388 -and its area ]
un:e ;by the Pell City Manu— . Bl square miles.

he stafe’s firs 3 1
the ‘town was® named.:for"'-
;'-'An Indlan ‘town - called

g the |






Editorials and Opinions from Nawgny

|

wne more and more com-
: Will"" in which they do-
so that others might have

humanitarian act by those
those people.

o ant o, \ "

DOWN HOME

by
Sandra L. Jones

Argo is undergoing a rapid

melamorphosis as progress bangs at

s SRADETOUnd.

vice was

7 1 had already
married !

¢ away before

Argo fing cr gystem,

When " the bosiness
sector couple  of
sawmills, owi and Pop”
grocery Al ODE O WO
basemen b shops. Now Argo
Is a bons

cwuship with a
. & town hall and
civie conge ae of the largest
volunteer {ije« srtiments in the
county. There are grocery stores, a
hardware, a bakery, a restaurant, a

mayor an

migr
whil
pea‘f$
jump
man;

On
boug]
subdi
there,
her j
withir
with |
five- t

s then st on i es

#~Phone Number: (205) 884-2310.
- BFax Number: (205) 884-2312.

BMalling Address: S¢ Chlir News-Aegis, P.O.

Rox 743, Pell City, AL 35125,

and include the author’s residence address, i
address and daylime phonc number. The
number is for verification purposes and wil)

publishedd,

Letlers iy B2 no loneer than 300 worde



By F

3 Wriiers ang Readeorg

Jahuary 21,1993 24

andd | hag already
< away before
Rier System.

vre,ike businesg
couple of
Wiom and Pop”
aloone or two
hops, Now Argo
#uship with a
& iown hall and
2 0f the largest
WHNSTHES IR the
FOCery siores, a
. a restaurant, a

B, 0%%bu§%&mmmdgde

migrating out of Birmingham, And,
while it maintaing s couniry ap-
peal, it is only a "hop, skip and a
Jump" from the city and it offers
many of the same conveniences,
One of my co-workers recently
bought a home in one of the new
subdivisions that have sprung up
there. She Says that she can be at

her job at Medical Center East

within 20 minuteg, And Trussville,
with its many amenities, is only a
five- to 10-minute drive away.

-~

Down the hill, an old faded Texacc
Star guarded the empty lot where
my mother’s store staod, For some
reason, I thought about how excited
we all were (he day they
blacktopped the Margaret Road in
front of Leopard’s Grocery. |
recalled the old coal-burning heater
and the interesting congregations of
people who  gathered there (o
discuss the issyes of those Jless
complicated times. '
I tend 1o get poetic at sugh

AN g e

moments. That day was no excef-
; At s

: PR
Al
. .

thor's residence

me phone num

1 loneer than 200 warde Thes

address, mailing
ber. The phone
1eation pumposes and will not he

»Engagement Announcements: Forms arc.«;!

available at the St. Ciajr News-Aegis office. Turn ing -7
completed lorm and a professional or good quality g
photo of the couple or the bride-to-be, -
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Name more than fam

Today, May 15, is the 220th
wedding anniversary of the
marriage of Cen. Arthur St. Clair
and Phoebe Bayard of Boston,
neice of Massachusetts Gov.
James Bowdoin.

As things turned. out, that
marriage probably was the the
only successful, notable and far-
reaching episode in the life of
Arthar St. Clair, the man for
whom St. Clair County, Alabama
is named.

The Dictionary of American
Biographies says that to Gen. Si.
Clair’s and Miss Bayard’s union
were born seven children, and
that two years after the marriage
St. Clair resigned from an Army
post as lieutenant and, with 14,000
pounds sterling from the Bowdoin
estate, plus seme of his own
money, purchased 4,008 acres in

Ligonier Valley in western
Pennsylvania.
However, beyond that

affluence Gen. Arthur St. Clair is
biographed as a man who met
rebuff at every turn, who always
seemned to bet on the wrong herse,
who espoused the wronﬁ causes
and whose pelitical thinking and
military prowess was, as
Thoreau may have put it, “paced
to a different drummer.”

Given a host of opportunities to
emblazon himself upon the pages
of history as one of its most
prominent figures in this
country’s early crucibles, he
somehow never managed to
achieve stature in a positive way.

It smacks of irony that, as far
as research can determine, Gen.
Arthur St. Clair never ventured

further south than what is now
the State of Indiana. If he did, it
was not, apparently deemed
worthy of historical record. Yet,
there are four states, that have
counties bearing the St. Clair
name: Hiinois (285,119) Michigan
(120,175), Missouri {7,667), and
Alabama (27,000). All figures are
1970 census. Whether the other St.
Clairs are for the same man is
undeterminable at this point.

The Dictionary of American
Biographies gives his birth and
death dates as March 23, 1736 and
Aung. 31, 1818. However, one source
indicates the man died only a few
weeks after 8t. Clair County was
named for him, an act by the
Alabama Territorial Legislature
in November, 1818.

Born in Thurso, Caithness
County, Scotland, Arthur St
Clair’'s parentage has been
subjected te some question. Some
believed him the son of Jares St.
Clair, a French army officer and
of barony lineage; but more
probably his father was William
Sinclair, a merchant, and the
grandson of James St. Clair,
which would still give Arthur St.
Clair some claim to nobility.

Establishing an early pattern

of indicisive accomplishment,
young St. Clair teok one
incompleted term -at the
University of Edinburgh, and
followed that with an
unsucecessful apprenticeship
under noted London anatomist,
William Hunter.

At age 21, he entered the British
Army as an ensign and served
with the famed British military

tactician,
Canada. Ii
married
resigned th
later for his
Pennsylvani
Because |
resident pre
the Allegi
Governor W
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government
probably wa
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the Pittsbu
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tactician, Gen. Amhurst in
Canada. It was in 1760 thal he
married Phoebe Bayard’
resigned the Army fwo years
later for his holdings in western
Pennsylvania.

Because he was the largest
resident property owner west of
the Allegheney Mountains,
Governor William Penn named
St. Clair agent of the colonial
government in that frontier. It
probably was in this position that
St. Clair began to feel the tug of
political aspirations, since, with
the formation of the large
Westmoreland County in 1773, he
also became justice of its courts.

St. Clair made some effort to
extend the form, but not the

substance of his government into.

the Pittsburgh area, but, at the
same time, met head-on with
John Connolly, captain of the
militia, and, after its formation in
1774, justice of the district of
Western Augusta County,
Virginia. Connolly was
attempting to spread not only the
form, but the substance of
Virginian control in the same
region as St. Clair.

St. Clair was unsuccessful in
stopping Connolly and the
Virginia influence, because of
Connoliy’s superior military

force and greater popular appeal -

to the Virginians, whe rebuilt and
garrisoned the fort abandoned hy
the British in 1772 and prepared
for surveying and occupying the
Kentucky country.

Although he may not have

planned it as such, St. Clair drew.

support from fur traders and the

Shawnees in his refusal to
cooperate with the Virginian
effort, a bit of ortune which
probably saved Pennsylvania
from the vengance of the tribe in
Dunsmere’s War of 1774. He also
favored rewarding the Delaware
tribe for their neutrality, but
acquiesced when Gov. Penn and
the legislature established and
garrisoned a trading post at
Kittanning, in Indian territory.

As the Revolutionary War took
form, St. Clair again found
himself relegated to a secondary
position. As a member of the
Committee of Safety for
Westmoreland County, he still
could not extend Pennsylvania
control over the Pittsburgh area,
s0 Virginia sent John Neville in to
occupy the fort, and, as
Virginia's commissioner, to
handle most of the financial
burdens and diplomatic
manipulations of the treaty of
Pittsburgh in 1775, by which the
outstanding issues of Dunsmore’s
War were settled.

While Neville negotiated and
ran things, St. Clair sat by as
insignificant secretary to the
comrnissioners of the continental
congress.

In 1775 he was commissioned a
Colonel and sent to take part in
the American Army’s retreat
from Canada. Promoted to
Brigadier General, he was with
General George Washington at
the batfles of Trenton and
Princeton, and, in the Spring of
1777, he was ordered to defend Ft.
Ticonderoga, which was
popularly considered

impregnable.

However, again the black cloud
of malfeasance hung over Arthur
St. Clair. Against Gen. Burgoyne
he evacuated the fort, to such
public dismay that Congress
called him from the field of
service. His actions wers
exonerated in a Courts Martial in
1778, but for the rest of the War he
was nol given responsible

positions.
Politics lured him back into
civilian J}ife, where, in

Pennsylvania he took an anti-
constitutionalist position. In 1783
Arthur St. Clair unsuccessfully
opposed the 1776 constitution and
wrote a committee’s majority
report condemmning it. He was,
subse?uentiy,, elected a
Pennsylvania delegate to the
Constitutional Congress, and
served as its president one year,
1787, With creation of the vast
Northwest ™ Territory, he was
appointed that region’s governor
until 1802,

As director of Indian affairs,
St. Clair's defense of certain
governmental Indian treaties
fostered the wrath of several
tribes. As a Major General, on
Nov. ¢, 179, St. Clair was
surprised and soundly defeated
on a branch of the Wabash River
about a day’s march from Ft.
Wayne. The victors were the
Miami and Little Turtle tribes,
inferior in numbers and weapons
and believed to be of little threat
in the territory. :

This, and subsequent actions of
incompetence were forgiven by

{See St. Ciairpége 19




" St. Clair

{Continued from page 18)

yeneral Washington and a
'ormumittee of the House of
lepresentatives, but St. Clair
-esigned from the military again
wnd continued as governor of the
Vorthwest Territory. Needless to
:ay, his political aspirations were
‘hecked.

He continued to object fo
lecentralization of local control
n the territory and opposed
itatehood so strongly that he
wught to gerrymander the land
nto small portions to pestpone
itatehoed indefinitely .

At the turn of the 19th Century,
leffersonian ploliticians took
tfter St. Clair to remove him
rom his governorship and create
he state of Ohio. They created
he state, bnt could not eradicate
it. Clair. That came a year later
vhen, at the constitutional
onvention of 1802, St. Clair
lenounced as null and void the
reation of Ohio. :

Thomas Jefferson booted him.

Like Andrew Jackson, 8t. Clair
ilso had a Hermitage, the home
0 which he retired near Ligonier,
?a. There he built an iron furnace
0 cast stoves and castings.

Said to be a generous lender
ind one who signed promissory

notes for friends, he spent
himself dry and, when the
government failed to repay
money he had spent in service to
it in the northwest territory, he
lost his fortune and fel! into chill
penury.

In 1812 he published “‘A
Narrative of the 17381
.Carmpaign...” and tried fo explain

*-his actions therein. His last years
were poverty ridden’ and he died
in a log cabin on Chestnut Ridge.

Who proposed the name St.
Clair for the new north-central
Alabama county in 1818 is not
known. There is speculation that
the- man's death” only three
months prior did not reach
southern ears until about the time
of the 1818 convention and was
fresh “news” at the time a name
was being considered.

Too, it is possible that, with.

primitive communications of the
era, full news of the man's
unsuccessful political and
military episodes was not
widespread,

Yet, how he came {o be known
in the deep south as a man worthy
of historic immortality is still an
unsolvable and, at times,
perplexing enigma.

Airport

{Continued from page 5)

iir service available in St. Clair
ounty if it wanted to locate here,
et their mind be put at rest.

For business or pleasure—for
teccess to the lake and golf
'esorts, boating, fishing, or to the
evy of induastrial southern cities,
if. Clair County Airport and
lolley Air Service are more than

just a little couniry airport.
Jolley As Dale says. “We'd just
like for folks to drop out some

-afternoon and chat, look around,

enjoy themselves.”

You don't find that kind of
hospitality in just any airport in
thesouth.

Teaching Center.

"According to the I
figures, St. Clair Count
28th among Alabap
counties in the media
level completed am
population of 25 and olde

Special government-s
programs are offered in
County schools as the:
others which affor
students the better |
learning. Remedial rea:
math programs, special
post year testing,
vocational training,
education, head-start (o
in the county), and a
Development Center is It
Eden Elementary School

Sports programs-are :
all county schools, with
the teams being rep
annually in state con
finals.

Two years ago Pe
reached the state playof
football, and this year Sp
High was runner up in th

‘A championships in ba:

as were the girls irom R
i-A ranks. Springvill
captured several places
track competition.
Withal, any student in!

Leader

{Continued from pay
preformed counter
announced an investn
$6,600. '

The Rainbow City |
Ragland Brick Compan
producers of building bri
announced expansion, b
their capital inve:
confidential.

All the above are in §
County and provided a
year for the county




For new prospects-

ndustrial development ¢

The St. Clair County Industrial
Development Committee was
formed to promote industry and
develop trade in the county by
inducing manufacturing,
industrial and commercial
enterprises to locate in St. Clair.

The organization, according to
bylaws of the committee, also
promoies the use of the
manufactured or agriculiural
products and natural resources of
St. Clair County.

The Industrial Development
Committee exists to assist any
eity or town te acquire property
for industrial developmemnt and
promation of the same.

St. Clair is unique in that all
communities are brought
together by this comrmittee or the
St. Clair County Resource
Development Comrmittee and an
exchange of ideas results in
every one helping each other.

It is net uncommon for an
industrial developer from one
community t¢ ren across a
prospect looking for certain
aspects in relocating that another
community might have to offer.

While other counties have come

close to matching the advaniages”

offered by S5t. Clair, yet haven’t
done as well in industrial

development.

An example of the hard-
working industrial development
success is here in Pell City with
the industrial development board
under chairman Barnett Lawley

and the Chamber of Commerce
industrial commiftee chairman
Ed Ash.

Both as well as other board
mernbers have spent many long,
hard hours in searching for the
right industry for Pell City and
the county. It is not uncommon
for these two men and others to
leave their personal jobs to travel
out-of-state (or out-of-the-
country) in search of industry.

One reason St. Clair’s growth-

has been great is because of the
spirit. of cooperation existing
here.

“From the beginning we have
iried to work together in selling
prospects on what we have here
in the county,” Ash once
commented. "“If Pell City hasn't
got what they want, then we tell
them about other parts of the
county. Evervbody benefits no
matter where a plant locates in
the county.”

Dr. James McClendon,
chairman of the St. Clair Courity
Commission, alse was quoted as
stating similiar remarks” “We
have tried to co-ordinate the
industrial developrent program

8o &

into a countywide effo
than have citis compe!
etbee, they have worke
think the record show:
this has worked.”

An itlustration of th

Like the above pictu
County High School, ec
to industrial developm
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ment committee searching
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into a countywide effort. Rather
than have citis competing ast eh
ethee, they have worked togher. 1
think the record Shows how well
this has worked.” C

An illustration of this was last

i

Like the above pictured connerstone at St. Clair
a key connerstone

and progress of a com-

County High School, education is
to industrial development

summer's industrial

.development seminar held for

Jocal community leaders in
Odenville. and under the
sponsorship  of the resource
development committee.

‘Cornerstone Of Progress

raunity. And community support of education is just

as vital.

Leaders from all over St. Ciai}:

‘County were able fo listen to

authorities in the development
field during the day-long
seminar, which was termed a-
success by those attending. .




Farming

old-time industry

*St. Clair County’s agriculture
is big. An annual $24 million gress
farm income makes it so. But it
must get bigger. Pressures are
building at home and around the
world for more food and fiber.
The county needs the economic
boost that will flow from & more
dyamic and more fully
productive agricultyral
industry.”

Those were the words used in
the Alabama Cooperative
Extension Service's “Impact "80"
a report which sets goals for St.
Clair County’s major farm
coomodities and suggests ways
these objectives might be
achieved by 1980.

According to the - Alabama
Farm Income 1978-79
preliminary report by the
Alabama Crop and Livestock
Reporting Service, all forms of
farm production were up with the
exception of milk and egg
production in St. Clair County.

According to the report, St
Clair County was 24th out of 67
countfies in the state in
agricultural cash income for all
farm commodities.

All livestock and poultry cash
income for 1979 was $17, 550,000
as compared to $16,820,000 in
1978. All crops’ income was at
$13,605,000 for 1979 as opposed to
29,996,000 the year before for a
gaip of nearly four miilion.

IS an

This places cash income for all
farm commodities at $31,205,000,
up five million over the year
before and up seven million
doliarsover 1977,

Government payments to Si.

Clair County farmers were
$93,000, according to the report.
- In a hreakdewn of farm
income, it was reported that
$3,053,000 was paid in non-farm,
commercial i{imber in 1979,
showing a dramatic increase
from $744,000 in 1978, Total cash
for agricuitural income was up to
$34,258,000 from $27,653,000 over
1973.

Cash receipts -from farm
marketings of cattlé calves was
up $4,145,000 in 1979 from
$4,042,000 in 1978. Hogs were up
only from $478,000 in 1978 to
$552,000 in 1979, Milk sales were
down $231,000 over the year
before.

Cash receipts for briolers was
up a little over a million dollars
over the previous year while egg
sales had drepped nearly $700,000
from the year before.

On farm crops, wheat sales
increased from $8,000 to $29,000;
corn $38,600 to $106,008; and hay
stayed the same at $128,060 both
years.

Soybean cash receipts were up  §
- $420,000 over $389,000 the vear

before; other crops increased
{See Farming page 17}




Forman

(Continued from page 16)
Forman of Springville and
James L. (Onc) Forman of
Birmingham. She had two
great nieces, Beth Windham
and Pam Forman and a great
nephew, Lewis Windham of
Springville. For those of us in
her family, we will remember
her fondly as ‘‘Auntee’ and -
for those who knew her in 5t.
Clair County, she will be
remembered as ‘‘Miss
Margaret.”

Farming .
(Continued from page 7

from $26,000 to $128,000; fruits,
vegetables, nuts, greenhouse and
nursery sales increased from
$9,122,000 to $11,675,000 and farm
forest products increased from
$285,000 to $1,169,000.

Total cash receipts from sales
of timber products by forest land
ownership was listed at $4,222,000
for 1979,

A
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School system is ir

One sure gauge of progress,
and the potential for future
growth, expansion of Jifestyle and
enhancement of economic
prowess, is the educational

stamina of any town, city,. -

county, state or nation.

St. Clair County has long been a
forerunner in providing
exceptional educational
opportunities for its young and
the very physieal Iocation of St.
Clair enables those beyond the
years. of required " formal
education to continue the
learning process.

Even on the state level, St.
Clair has had the distinction of
affording no less than five men to
serve as Alabama
Superintendents of Education,

According to county historian,
Mrs. - Mattie Lou Teague Crow,
Franklin Leroy Box of Trout
Creek (now Ragland), was the
second native-born Alabamian
and the tenth man te hold that
office. He took the job in 1876 after
serving as county superintendent
for a term before the Civil War,
and, immediately after the War a
second term.

Following Box, the second St
Clair Countian to come to the
State Superintendent of
Education’s office was John 0.
Turner, who made his brother-in-
law, J. L. Forman, his deputy.

Probably one of the better

known State Superintendents was

John W. Abercrombie, born at
Kelly's Creek and inaugurated
into the state job in 1898, where he
worked until 1902, when he wag
tapped as president of the
University of Alabama, where,
several years later, a residence
hall was pamed in his honor.

Although not a resident of St.
Clair, Issac Hill lived and taught
in the county for many years
before succeeding Abercrombie
in 1903 until 1907,

Henry J. Willingham came

to
the ednrstian mant o o1 -3

Ato
afford
classn
Currer
annua
$800,06
the n
locale

Sinci
pupil fi
risen,
Steady
Clair
State fi
per pu

and classified as the state's
largest 3-A institution. Two-A
classifications are given to
Ashville High, Springville, and
St. Clair County High at
Odenville, and Ragland High is
classed as J-A. :
Moody High School, with a
beginning as a Jr. High, will next
year hoast its first senior class,
and is located in one of the fastest
growing areas of the county.
Other schools in the county are
Ashville Middle, Chandler
Mountain, Coal City, Coosa

Valley, Duran Jr. High, Eden

Elementary,
Intermediate, Iola Reberts,
Steele Jr. High and John Pope
Eden Vocational School at
Ashville. .

John Pope Eden is a vocational
center whereby students from all

Pell Cit
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Kelly’s Creek and inaugurated
into the state job in 1898, where he
worked until 1502, when he was
tapped as president of the
University of Alabama, where,
several years later, a residence
hall was named in his honor.

Aithough not a resident of St.
Clair, Issac Hill lived and taught
in the county for many years
before succeeding Abercrombie
in 1903 until 1907,

Henry J. Willingham came to
the education post in 191 and
remained untif 1914, making the
fifth man from St. Clair to serve
Alabama education ranks, with
each contributing innovations to
school administration, teacher

improvement, betterment in.

learning and laying foundations
upon  which future education
leaders could build with little
trouble.

Today, St. Clair County affords
her residents six high schools
with a tofal enrolliment in grades
7-12 of almost 4,000, In grades 16-12
. there are 1,700 students.

Pell City High Schoel Ts' tHe"

~largest in the” county, “having

" almost 700 students in grades 10-1”2

|

Valley, Duran Jr. High, Eden
Elementary, Pell City
Intermediate, Iola Roberts,
Steele Jr. High and John Pope
Eden Vocational School at
Ashville. . ‘

John Pope Eden is a vocational
center whereby students from all
county high schools may, by free
transportation attend during
their regular schoo! day to take

commercial and voeational
courses for future job
preparation.

All high sehools are accredited,
except Mcody High, which will |
make application for

accreditation when it reaches full '§
high school status.

There are no city school
systems in St. Clair County. The
system is administered by the

o eyl F;j—ig—fg‘;
e

“Robert B

Clerk Robt
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A total budget of $9.343 million
affords some 63 per cent to
classroorn instruction for the
current year. County local effort
annually amounts tfo almost
$800,000, and is two mills above
the now state-required 10 per cent
local effort.

Since 1971, the expenditure per
pupil for day school activities has
risen, rightly so in view of the
steady influx of residents in St.
Clair from surrounding areas.
State figures show that in 1871 the
per pupil daily expenditure was

not quite $5, By 1975 it had risen to
$6.02 and five years later was at

3612

County residents wishing to
continue education beyond the
required I2 grades will have little
trouble finding two and four-year
institutions within easy driving
distance.

In neighboring Etowah County
there are two technical colleges
and institutions, one four-year
college and a two-year college. In
east-peighbor Calhoun
(Anniston) there is a technical

Ragland School

college and a four-ye
institution. South in Taliads
County is a four-year and ¢
technical college.

But the largest benefit to
Clair post-high school aspira;
are the institutions in wests
Jefferson County.

An hour’s drive at the most
any of them, there are six for
year colleges, three two-ye
Institutions and three technic
colleges, including the Univers;
of Alabama Medical a

(See Scheol page 19)




St. Clair features four hi

The districts of Cropwell,
Springville, Ashville, and St
Clair Springs are listed in the
National Historical Records
because of the historical value of
the districts. Because these are
listed on the National Records,
the St. Clair County Architectural
Review Board has prepared a
code that must be used when
. renovations or new siructures
are added to the areas.

Mr. Frank Watson, Chairman
of the Review Board states, “The
duty of the Board is to approve or
disapprove plans for buildings to
be erected or renovated which
are within the St, Clair Historic
Districts.”

Watson continues,” The idea is
to maintain the historic or
distinctive character of these
districts. Buildings being
renovated should be kept in the
same architectural design as the
original with new structures
compatable with those already in
the district. New buildings are
not restricted to any
architectural style, but size,
height, roof lines, placement of
doors and windows, and textures
should be in relations with older
structures.”

The Board code is as follows:
The owner of property in a St.
clair County Historic shall
submit in duplicate, to the Si.
Clair County Commission
proposed plans for any
alteration, renovation, additions
andor demelition of an existing
building, ander for Jocating or
relocating a building within the
District for approval. As used

(SeeHistorical Page 4).
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features four historical district

e
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T RE i o
Ma s S . I HO e The Mays family arrived in ;heharea in 18{;9 Sfttligg in thﬁ
LY m area now called Mays Bend. The home was built in Cropwe
y as in 1905 and was later purchase by the Silas family.

pand
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Historical districts

(Continued from page 3)

Jones-Morton Home

within, plans shall mean
drawings, sketches with
sufficient details to show, as far
as they relate to exterior
appearance, the architectural
design the buildings including
proposed materials, tfextures,
plantings, accessory buildings,
signs, ‘lights, and other
appendages. The Commission
shall forward plans to the
Architectural Review Board. The
Cominission shall inform the
Board of the District and the
houndaries thereof’

The Board shall promptlﬁ

review such plans and sha

render it's decision in writting fo
the Commission” A negative
decision must a be accompanied
by recommendations.

Upon receiving the arder of the
Board, the Commission shall
there upon neotify the owner of the
decision of the Board along with
any recommendations for
changes necessary to be made
hefore the Board will reconsider
the plans.

If no action upon plans
submitted to the Board has been
taken at the expiration of sixty
days from the date of the
submission to the Commission,

Built in
Building i
Tims Anti
taken fror

such plan
have been

In appn
shall con
and appée
including
roof, m:




such plans shall be deemed to
have been approved.

In approving plans, the Board
shall consider exterior designs
and appearance of the building,
including the front, sides, rear,
roof, materials, texture and

=

colors, plot plan, site layout,
including signs, and other
appendages; and relation of the
building toe immediate
surroundings and to the
Historical Districts in which it iS
located or to be located, The term

Jones, Robinson, Tims Building

Built in the late 1800's, the Jones, Robinson, Tims
Building is still standing and is the home of David
Tims Antiques. The building was built from wood
taken from the Mays home place and all the shelv-

ing was built with notches so that it could be moved
as nieeded. The office was enclosed with wrought
iron and had an open fireplace,

“exterior’’ shall be deemed I
include all of the outer surfaces of
the building, and is not restrictec
to public those exteriors visibl
from a Street or place. The Boart

(See Historical Page ¢




Historical districts

shall not consider interior design
or plan, it shall not impose any
architectural style, traditional or
modern, as a condition precedent
to apporval. The Board shall not
exercise any contorl over land
use or over construction.

Before approving the plans for
any proposed building located or
to be located in a Historic District
the Board shall find; In the case
of a proposed alteration or
addition to an existing building,
that such at alteration or addition
will not materially impair the
architectural or historic value of
the building. In the case of a
proposed new building’ that such

(Continued from page 4)

building will, not, in itself or by
reason of it's location on the site,
materially impalr the
architectural or historic value of
buildings or adjacent sites or in
the immediate vicinity. In the
case of a proposed building, that
such building will not be visual
injurious fo the general character
of the District in which it is to be
located” In the case of the
proposed new demolition of an
existing building, that the
removal of such building will not
be detrimental to the
architectural and historic
character of the District’ The

{SeeHistorical Page 71
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Margaret to Birmingham, 1929

Mr. Albert Glidewsll is pictured here with his pride and jo
* A 1929 Reo bus that made trips from the comrgunity mir]reg
in Margaret to Birmingham. Mr. W.E. Glidewell, son of
Albert, remembers his father bringing this bus home for the
first time. (Photo Courtesy of Mr. W.E, Glidewell).
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Historica' districts (Continued from page 5)

Board may issue an order of
postponement of dernolition for a
period of not to exceed six
months’ If the Board concludes
that the demolition should be
postponed, it shall afford an
opportumity to appear before the
Board to offer any evidence they
may desire to present concerning
the proposed order. Within the
period of postponement, the
Board shall consult with the St.
Clair County Commission, the 5t.
Clair County Historic
Development Commission, and
others to ascertain what these

A o e

R il

Monfgam@wmf@?ms-&@ﬁ é‘mm' |

organizations may do to preserve
such architecturally and
historically valuable building and
_shall make recommendations to
that effect to the CommiSsion’

When planning to restore,
demolish, or add a new building
to Springville, Cropwell,
Ashville, or St Clair Springs,

care should be taken that all’

codes and restrictions be
followed. The battle to preserve
the past for future generations
depends upon each and everyone
of us.

hY

LR T K

The Montgomery, Edins, Scott home was buill in 1886 by
Mrs’ Bettie Montgomery and was later purchased by Mr" and
Mrs' Carl Eding’ In 1970 the Scotts bought the home and
restored it’ It was later recorded by the Nation Historical

Society s
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his fountain stood in the small triangle park on Comer Avenue, just across from the Avondale Mills
atrance. In the background is the Avondale Clubhouse. The picture dates from around 1910. One of the
oals of the Pell City Centennial Commission is to restore this fountain and the surrounding park. Avondale
lills and Gold Kist have committed their support but more is needed. The fountain was a gathering place
| the summer and the commission hopes it will become a focal point for the Centennial Celebration. .




Pastor’s

Like
by Dr. Floyd C,

Psalm 1:3

“And he shall be
riverof water, that t
his season; his leaf 2
whatsoever he doet

This ;mpressive structure ‘was the Avondale Mills Klndergarten and Ha"eYO“ evertri
“Community Club House. Both social and educahonai events were held here ?Fommumw would b
. hosewhomoveint
da|ly for.over fsﬂy years e . _ areas may know, bu
: T i long before home
trees for the blessing
ever tried to imagim
would be like with
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community are far
bring.
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ers and other Christi
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This snow covered view of the Avonda!e Milis viiiage, school and the miil  life, the lives of his
itself {in the trees on the right) was made about the time of the construction  when things go wrc
of the school which drew manv peoble to settla in Pall City and wark far tha  Only adeen faith in €
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try Airport

d to airplanes, the lake made it easy
d to make his move to Pell City. An
tis thelife stream of the county. With
sion plans having been approved on .

ening the rﬂréway from %20? f(lj-_ to The Rennie House (left) and the Thompson—lola Roberts house
1. 18 a tremendous asset. < 1an ll'lg
ser corporate jets is beneficial. The were constructed for the first presrdents of the Pell City
sompanies that can actually fly local, Manufaeturmg Company (later Avondale Mllls) ‘Both houses
sater hopes of industrial and business. were constructed shortly after the beginning of this century and

1. Timeandmoney savedbynothaving . ‘grypny down to make way for the Colonial Bank building in 1 the

d in farther locations will boost our )
‘trade and favor ability. We are very 1970 S.
lly located. Within minutes of Bir-.
wam, Atlanta, Chartanocgs, Nashville, - =
ville, Mobile, Montgomery. Alineigh-. -
1 cities will be..attracted. -St. Clair .
y airport has at this time 52 airplanes -
1active military base. The more air-
iand rmlltajy acmnty the rore reve-
i our communmes

wis 1he txme to v:sxt your .urport June
we are planning an Open: House:- A,.
airshow food and fun for everyone.
as a great ‘selection of aupianes for
‘hat ‘he _caEIS"mckei ~dime airplanes, -

_:-Perry, AT kale_, Lurleen: B Wallace Govemor George C.

‘ould like Ted Jones to come and speak oyt Hamllton the always elegant Mass Roberts
half of the airport just give s ac

by... the coffee is always on!.

."-Harold King. M:ss Roberts taught and dtsceplmed four
-"generations of Pell. Cmans :
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:ated. Within minutes of Bir-
tlanta, Chattancoga, Nashville,
Aobile, Montgomery. Allneigh-
s will be atmacted. St. Clair
ort has at this time 52 airpianes
e military base. The more air-
ailitary activity the more reve-
:ommunities.

e time to visit your airport. June
: planning an Open House. A
v, food and fun for everyone.
reat selection -of airplanes for

- calls nickel, dime airplanes,
ngat$ 10, OOOto $40 000) Also

he'alrponjust gwe us a_cal! or' M ]
e coffee is always onl . R

1 -  olladay, Hugh Willi d
taught and' disciplined four -

Previous Page This largé group of gen'tlemen 'gathered"in front of the First
. Baptist Church around 1950. In those days, the men of the
ike a tree,” : Baptist, Methodist and Wesleyan Methodist churches would

lflﬁg?if:a‘l’i’hifg: men, ts’:‘ gather for joint meetings in months that had a fifth Sunday. The

ome trees planted by the river  gatherings promoted community relations. How many of these
® men can you identify?



I as a heavy weight or tight  clot had been dissolved. NS EXCIUNG LECH- - PULLILS W AETEpive: i s = o et rernraaemea e s N
jon. Less often itis a sharp  nique, called intra coronary thrombolysis, tices in Pell City. He is 8
sick feeling in the upper (thrombolysis simply means dissolving
1digestion. The pain can  bicod clots) spread quickly to heart centers

of heart attack symptoms can often reduce
the damage caused by a heartattack. Knowl- mingham-Southern Colle
edge of the symptoms of a heart attack is  derbilt University School

This undated photo of one of Pell City’s Iégeﬁdary baseball teams of the 20°’s and 30’s was provided by Mar
Patterson. If you can identify any of the players, please mail the identificationstothe Centennial Commissi

at P.O. Box 1185, Peli City.




This distinguished group is identified only és “supt’s and overseers” of the cotton mill. If you know
the identities of these men or the year the picture was taken, please contact Guin Robinson at Avondale
Mills. We believe the picture was taken about 1909,



(now Bible Methodist) was located on the corner where

The Wesleyan Methodist Church
ding served from 1916 until 1965.

Hamburgers now stands. This buil
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Hall Hiil School as it appeared in about 1905. Located on a hill overlookmg the cofton mill, this’ butid:ng burned in the 1920’s and
was replaced by the moré modern Avondale School which served the community.for the next fifty years until the lola Roberts and
0.D. Duran Schools replaced it. Any old timer in Pell City will be able to tell you about the night the Hail Hitt Schoal burned the
blaze was visable for miles. : . :




FELL CITY MFG. CO.,
PELL CITY. ALA

This view of the Pell City Manufacturing Company was
reproduced on post cards when the mill opened in 1903. Note the
picket fence to the right which surrounded the fountain and park
which is the object of restoration efforts by the Centennial
Commission.

POWERFUL ADVERTISING
iN PELL CITY

APHIL 1%

‘ O‘n-_Your L
call...

- 338-43



met Community Hospital was another of the modern facilities that made Pell City a model cotton mill town of its
AL e L e i R i e & e b 2 sty e b b tnmilitionwareorovided by Avondale Mills
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Pilkington

in




in 1935 from 'I‘alladega. He said
“"he stitl remembers walkmg from
the: Stcmley ‘Bridge area (whcre
) arbecue is, 1ocated

‘now) to catch the. tram 1o go to-'

Birmmgham

“"You could buy a Coke"

‘anywhere you wanted dunng the

1920s --excep v the train .
'becausc they were §0 expen—.' ‘
sive," he 'said, "They cost a
v-quarter.

- "The pncc nf postage wasn "t
.»qu1te what 1t is- today e:the.r he
sdid. . ,

"You could buy a postcard for
a -penny,” he said: "And “that
.bought the - card and the

- postage.”

-Pilkington said one thmg he

wnmiamhare  iall i ti'\o Thard

Pllkmgton moved' to SL Clalr'

Pllkmgton said

_ said - jobs . were’
~available for anyonc who want—-
ed: to work. 7

1T was around,‘ 0 dunng_ _ :
‘World “War -1 ‘and 1 dldnt_.-'-'-:' ‘
serve,” he said.. "But jobs WErE
_plentiful - to suppozt the war
effort. If you wanted a _;ob you‘ -

© could fmd one."

~Pilkington said. he mlssed the | - ch dror
first’ World War due to age also.

“There were séveral coal‘
= mmes in Coal Clty and one in .
_ Marga:et," he said.” .
Dunng the two Worid Wars,
-Pllkmgton

T wa ' only: seven thén he

said. "BU I remiember in 1917

we saw -ahout 100,000 SOldleI'S' ~
who ‘were training,. march down‘ e
“Hwy. 21 from Ft. McClellan to
Talladega. I was just'a kidbutI |
“can - snu remcmbcr what an.

Thc thmgs most of ustake for
granted Now 'as necessities,. such -

as Gars -and telephones, were
luxuries when lekmgtcm was

ALY

chance to. ta]k wuh

anyone ‘who' happens i} :gﬁ_

inotan ie in far. n Dwalle dnwn




whool. The p L—-1 - Were photd hcd n1904a e
‘plcture are. g | Beli -
field. (Sccondrow i ML ¢ O S ella Vinuar e Sh fﬁeld Stella Jones, a

LN

Lee Mostella, D Essie A j_' R sey Partlow, Peérc ‘Shef
Ov_ada Puckclt, Alley ‘Beason; May’
: Partlow, :

Pruitt: Farris M

& szes hava chu ”ged t the.job’is still tough investment prtceless, _pnd it shl! tqkes cor
. cerned member—ownsrs fo keep the system g" ng. 'A'new generation ot members. with vision.an
: determmuhon +'you - Is carrying on the rmssuon of the forefothers wha hterully hghied upa no’non
“With your interestiand purﬂcupuho y< actrics ystem, we'll keep: the hgh?s burnmg brlghf- ‘
Iy “and we'll: kaep workmg 'fo meef your dema o hcbie elecmc serwce at the lowest p0531-
-bte costs. 8 S Dl _ :




picture of Spring!

AKE COLLEGE—This
1800s. ‘The school contained a-second

'OM D Reeve: urch ‘are Alley Early,Lenni cker, Minida Reg
902, we ' in the’school- The g field, Rosey Partlow, : . Dealy. Green, Maud




Avondale

school




wc W1H1e Mae _ ;
5, Mel in Hardwrick, Randolph Ci

Lee' Els:e-D Hams leheLee Eugene

Inzér and M:ss PncketL-The'

LASS OF 1909—--These St Clair County ngh Schooi studemts attendcd the only state school who - . UA.L“ "E"g'
The girls madc their: uniforms and lhe boys ordcred thclrs SR coL S  E
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‘ senféi- Elass of Ragland High
x,JackSQp;_Rubye, Hall-Sisson Z"
nie¢ Mae Barber Beasley, and ranc:

ich, Helton Savage, (deceasad),

PELL CITY HIGH SC
>chool building. It was built o replace Ch
~as.tom down.when the:present school was buil
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First Brick Bus!dmg Erected in Pell Cnty, Embracing Four Stores—Erected b_y Hon, John Maxws i and thc Pcll P4
is Now the Bucinesg Center of Howard Avenue, T

City- Lard Company—It

MAXWELL BLOCK.

THE BIRMINGI-j:A;\{-LEJ:Hi £R

10 feet
‘orkabl:

‘. :H

. Amon;
Sennntg i
name g;
forémos
tile Lus
Lmd is 1
o8k and
{le. cou
store ay

desirabl

ply-of-a

M i e e m

{Continued fr.om Page 8.)

QUL L

hotel buildings in North
Alabama. It is located oppovite ihe
new depots of the Southern rallway
and the Seaboard Alr Line, and is alsg
within.a bock of the court house and
the business ¢enter of the town. ‘Pob-

ble and aivy

ters meet: every -train and’ zuests ares; ,

glven every attention that heart conld
desire from the moment they alight al
the station. ‘The present building was
occupied ‘6n November 1, and aiready.
tuough it is an nnasually large build-
irig,. it has proven too small for the ac-
commodation of the guesis who asKk for
rooms. AS a consequence, Mr. Cornett
wiil,
erection of a large addition which will
goon. be ready for the accommpicdation
of guests and provide ample room for
the business of thé house.
‘Mr.. Cornett is one of tlose uwarm-

hearted, cordial gentiemen who seem_

born té the hotel business. He seems
to have the . faculty of anticipating
every ~want of his guests and stands
ready to supply every need. .

The house is furnished throughout
with splendid new furniture. and com-
fortable beds, a feature’ that every “tired
.traveler qppreuates as mich ag he does

the most exceilent table fare of. the_

house. .

The rapid mc:ease of the patronage
of thiz excellent hotel’is bul an index
to the fact that Pelf City is fast being?
recognized 'as a town of. considerable
commercizi importance and.a central
point from which to reach easily many
other towns.
nett house, with its splendid service,
has played in bringing aboit this re-

mmmmtbliam AF tha bAawmls imnartanna o

for their employeq T‘xese ‘houses are

|
Hlese veats & monument to the enter- )

al; located upon high ground and each : prise and indomlta‘ule courage. uf ;‘1
room will be lighted with. electricity. ' builder,

and cach -house wiil be supplied with:. On the memorg..blﬂ nigat of Dgcem-
an abundance ‘of pure spring water | ber 17, 1962, an explosion of -3 large.
piped into the heose, In no other miilfqlmmlw of dynamitc in a burning de:
vilinge in ithe south do the emp}oyESIpot caused so much damage to the ©°
enjoy such luxuries. ‘bmldmg as to necessitaie thé -eniire’
~The company ownas a splendid water _rebutilding, of the front and while this

in a few weeks. commentce the|

The part that the Cor-i

works plant, suppiylug 1.500,000 gallons |
of water dany by gravity from a large:
neye fanlmg spring. ' )
hya few. days work wm begm o1 a
han(isome'lar"c school oulldmv which
will be equ}p;‘ed with all modern con-
véniences and  applinnces. and the
‘sthool; will be free to the children of
operatives. ]
Taken all togetnex the plant and vil-
lage of the Pell City Manufacturing
Company makes- a model cotten mill
coemmunlty,

BANK OF ST. CLAIR.

Oue of the most appreciated and
needed institutions to be established
in the Coosa Valley within the history
of its development was the Bank of
3t Clair Count¥, which was orgamzed
al-Pell City, in February.

“Mr, Sumter Cogswell, who ha.s la.rge
property . interests in this section of
the State, is the .president, and Mr.
Mautz, an expéerienced young banker,
is cashier. The directorate includes

leading citizens and business men of

ist‘w carcer under most favorable aus-
pices.

HON. JOHN MAXWELL.

One o fthe Piancer Citizens of Pell -
City—A Prominent Developer.’

among its membership many of . the

ithe county and the bank starts off

work was golng on, Mr. Maxvrell came’;
on from the east and superintendﬂd the
gener&l overhauting of the entire buiid:
img making the rooms 100k 1ike ne\x.:r :
Mr. Maxwell was barn i New Glas- ety
go. Canign, in 1330, moving ar an carly’

Abunda

age to Massachusetts C¥he he ‘has,
spent most of his life, e , per-- high s
liod of seven years- s it ‘Phxladel ithe str

phia, teirning the leather trade wrhicl
as ap exténsive tanner, he has foilo
as a calling until his rz:
active ‘business a few _,..a.rs agn. C
‘many gexerations, the Maxwells’. Navelat Cro
been in:the leather Lusiness n s|3 500 L
chosen line of business; Mr. Ma We
wWas en.mentiy suiccessiul.- and was

‘ceeded by his ‘son; Mr. 8. @& ’VIa.xwel N
who built and. is interested - iin “the . of Cro
!argest ‘tannery in the Um;ed tates,,Blue E
at Titusville, Pa.,and wlho hag tha'ree-  Ttet de
ord of building five large tanneries inlcompu
i.different parts of the country . durmg of : 2,00
the year 1902, a record which has nev- las Wa
er beén equalled before 1 ‘this:country. Would
‘Four. of these new. tanneries were in{af Wit
the south, one each'in Maryland, West|0ther
Virgsma Tennessee and Georgia. He ple su
now - owns: and  successtully operates|10, 000
nine tanneries and is_  arranging toIOthf{r
build another at Pell Clty ‘at an early |and i
date. Mr. Maxwell's idea is to locate. 'supplii
'the tannery where oak bark-is abumd-: ‘her of
“ant. 1l1ero§n Savhig . the  expense onf; ‘-’@(‘tl(‘n
 freight charges and feducing the cost Ssﬂ“nd
'Af nraduntinn FOH




ESD;&Y "

EVENING;

MAch' 24, 1903.

geam Wil widen 1o a
ness.

'rous' méi—-
Vallny the

h'as" heen f.;;

18ive 5tockiof the most
5 to bs foun 1

: Laféc Sto
stora at Eq
r est: ‘Jlisbm -one ‘a
v at 3.son‘ri]le aud one
the bu=ine ‘a's ,eet:{b-
‘ober; 1902510 s, bouse
3 H. M}

et tnat house.

since 1900,

warried on. for more than three years.
1At this pomt the trade differs largely

CIt}', in-the:Broken Arrow distriet.

1y in this section of Alabama reaches as
at .me.uy péople with ‘his ‘stock of- goods
.ag _does Mr. Guy. On account of the

talmost” decided to sell one or rxmre of.
~his. stores o )

ler," wbo is. In charge of the businessf

At Easenvi[le the. business is carried
on underthe siyle of Guy & Jonés, and
the firm enjoys an extersive (rade,
covering a jarge area of terrltory This
store: hag been ~uccessfully operated

The busmese of Mr Guy at Coal ("1ty
is under the‘management of Mr. Wal-
ter- Tuek, ‘and hds” been successfullty

trom "that. ‘at the ‘other piaces where
Mr. Guy’ is ‘in; business, in that here
the patrons. ef. the store are largely |:
miners emplioyed in and around: Coal

:No. man_in the mercantile business

heavy duties davolving upen him and
the: strnm wvpor his hedlth Mr. Guy. has

the Riverside depot,-

dairy than at Rivermde. Ala., whers
the Southern rai!way crosses the Coosa
river. The lands in this valley are
as fertile as any in Alabama, and. the
ease with which .it can "be cultivated
makes it esvecially vamable ay e.grl—

‘cultural land.

‘One halt mile from Riverside depot
is a tract of twenty acres of beautilully
located land undér high state of culfi-
vation with many kiuds of fruit trees

in bearing, while sitiated In.the midst.

of this little paradise 18 a  splendid
nine-mom residence, comrortably ar-
ranged and elegantly finished. .

This property is located on a rise of
ground overlooking the ‘great steel
bridge acroas the Couwsa. river and is
sixty feet above the river. -

‘Located conveniently. to the res!
dence 1s a finé carriege house and other
out buildings

Th!s propag {a an ideal home for a
pereon desiring a retired residence, and
s offered for sale at a bargain, the

‘price heinz only . 32, 000,

One-half mile from the above resl-
dence property and only one mile from
1tes ‘& splendid
plantation of B00 acres of ferttle farm-

ing land,

Two hundred acres of this plantation
gre now iader cultivation and nearly

i all of the remaining 600 acres are sus-

;'] ?"Ll H.D.d A!,l'\ni'lc
£a. short. distance
54 Tpiver; i
of .Cr pwelk - Ever -since
Iemer of the ‘staté there
séttleflent:at . this’ point,
L unti'a_.fter the wir that

uch p'Oiiadnce, although |’

Lra i!g polnt since 1853,

" There
gray, grav-
" cultivated,
¢h produces
ceptibte of &
as It retains
-of any kind
hundreds of

¢
1dusty: a.n
r thesu}}pl i

r -:un‘l'v’
1 da rea.ch th

fir
- parta th his
he*Robersoby sueceedine tha |

'_.3property, address. Mr.
at Riverside, Ala., or

eeptible of the same high development.

10 it can be used im its present con-
"-dition tor Erazing purpones and is a3d-
: vmmmy Wlanted for glock raising.

- The entire - piant,a.hun. --as it now
stands :is especially .adapted. to dalry
Lpurposes- »iid stock faising, and offers

" the advan*age of ‘being located closé to

ia railroad reachmg by fast tralns two
ot the largest cities' in-the south, be-

‘ sides the- advantage of rlver transpor—
.*tauon :

“Every aere’ of tl.ns mst tract ig ex-
ceptionailly goad- cotton ‘lond, and, he-
cause of the c¢lose proximlty of one of
the Iargest cotton mills. in the south,
insuring the highest market for .the
glaple, if is especlally valuable as a

cotton piantation.

The entire plantation 18 offered at
the price of 35 per acre on easy terms.

These two valuable pleces of prop-
erty are oifered for sale separately, or
together, at the- prices named and very
48y ierms will be made the purchaser

if desired.

For -ilnformation concerntng this

Frank Lathrop,
420 Woodward
biuldmg B1rminghnm Ala -

TH ALABAMA COAL IRON’
RO y

most important and by far the
ensive mimug and :roa—makmg

industries in the Coosa Valley are those h

caf r:ed on by the North Alabama Coal

Tl'nn B Dailenea ma_

in 1900, and Is operated with Sucedes
and profit. .. :

' EASONV]LLE CREAM ERY.
l

Qne of the. reatest Industries im the
Cooka- Vailey-—Supplles the Fa. "
moua Easonville Creamery.
Dcpot in B!rmlngham

' Among the most impertant indus-
tries in the Coosa Vaney are the Wajite

 Dairy Farm and the Hasonville Cream-

ery, aituated oue*halt mlle from Easan-
villg, - :

The Waite Dairy Farm Is one of the-
finest in all Atabama and g aﬁmirabiy’
ddapted. for stock | raisigg, embraczug
dg it does some of the .finest land ;in
the state, besides an ‘abundarnce of good
pasture land o

Easonville Creamery has ohe -of tb.e
best equipped.’ cregmery- plants in the
south including threé large barns; and
a large dairy house with all the mod—
ern apparatus besides sn abundance of
pure spring water for cleaning afpcl

‘puritying everything - about the place

and furhishing power {o actuate a large
water wheel for pumping and dri\rmg
some of the machinery:

Many Birmingham people are ac-
aquainted with this splendid dairy .and
apeak in the h!ghest terms of its nian-
agement, eqmpment and beautiful loca:
tion-. Asgis well known the Wasonville
Creamery has a dapot’ in Blrmingham
from wihich are distribut:d the cremm,
butter  and milk of the.. Easonvilie
Créamery and these pruducts have the
reputation of heing the very best oh-:
tainable. :

’I‘mvelmg men who vislt the anon-

ville Creamery speak In the highest.
praise of the institutlon. snd ' has »
reputat:on among- them which extends
all- over the south. ‘After once seeing
the solrce.of supply, the BEasonville
dairy ‘deépot in Birminghain has new
~charms to the lover of pure, ricl dairy
“foods. -
" The Easonvule Creamery is supplied
{with its. milk from’ the Wailte Dairy
Farm upen whosa’, property - it is lo-
cated. This farm pastures In the nelgh-
borhood of 460 cowsg.and to see the
sleek, well-kent creatures grazing in
grain or grass of rich luxurisnce is a
sight to convince any one thet it is im-
possible to produce a better guality of
milk than iz made from this splendid
stock.

The Easonville Dalry Depot, at 303
North Twentieth street, fs headquarters
in Bll‘mmgham tor these superior dairy
prouucls

A LETTER FROM MR. MAXWELL. :

~ The foliowing communicatich from
Hon. Johti - ‘Maxwell,.of Pell City, Ala,,

' ('Mass.) Jour-

: : HE‘.;_SUNNY SOUTH
-_Pell -City, Ala,,; Fah. 27, 1903.

‘Edltor ‘Hobbg: -1 ‘have ‘been down
here.in Alabama slnce- ‘November, 1802,
and as things aré ‘beginnivg to turn my
way after a long dQelay, 1 thought per-
@ps a few. Hned from the old’ tanner'
m:ght be 1ntere3tmg to you.




o of Pell City who!
way. possible endorse'
.e good work of Landiord

any are now_ ‘erect_ing and equipping
1e Jargest and most complete cotton
illiplant for the.making of domestics
1 the south at. Pell City. .
The company wad orgamzed April
3, 1902, with the fotlowing offjcers:
resxdent George W. Pratt, of ‘Charles-
an, 8, 'C.; treasurer, Arthur J. Draper,
f Hopedale Masgs.; secretary. A. E.
edyard, or Meridlan, Miss:; superin-
amdent, E. T. Garsed, of Greenshoro,
i G o ey PR
The: follogvlng ' -gentlemen. compose
1e board of directors: G. 'W. Pratt, C.
. Riley, A. J. Draper, J. D. Cloudman,.
" Chapell, Sumpter Cogsweli and W
Sears, : |
The capital - stock of the company m'
540,000, fully. subscnbed and paid in.
The location of the mill'is in the
dge:of the town of Pall City. and lHter-
Ny :in the cotton fleld, tha:old otocka

f last year's crop having actually to |

e ‘cleared -away to -make: room for'_
ome, of the buildings.

Tiie miil wiil ‘give’ emptoyment to
rom 500 to 600 people.

1ot fine bl ck businéss houses—m rather

The buildings{

pver exactly, four acres of ground;
The main- building is the largest. in
he south, bemg twice as wide a5 any
{her. The dlmenslons are 640x225
eet, all under-one roof And herelm
.5 one of the most modern and perfecti
satures -of - the building—the roof:
wotwithstanding the size of the build-
ng. whicl is only.one story high, the
cof "is sg constrocted that light is
venly - and perfectly distributed
hroughaut the entire space of this imn-
1ense building. This s accomplizshed
¥ what js kdown in architectuie as
he “saw .tcoth” plan of structure, the

1 LU yoot 1802,
in its infancy—in
was a Pell City, Mr. John Maxwell
cairie here as a pioneer and, having!
faith "in t_hﬂ- future deveiopment of

TWITLE L Bl Wiy wan |

at7if they woulld put up sueh: ‘houses

proposed town.

and they erected two liduses, Mr, Max- |
well putting up a simflar. number:
handsome two-story brick busiifgs
store buildings wh:ch have stood a]l

umercial body that.: has .done mueh
b

at he ‘would,erect a like number of!tere
similar buildi ngs to stand as mafer-
ia]l eyidence of his abiding faith in .the Esam
The proposition was! . i
accepted in part by the lapd compan:r, iversal love.

|
ik

COAL CITY ALA

The Center of the Coal Producmg Sectlon of. the Coosa
Valleym—A Thrwmg and Popuious Vzllﬁge. o

fact, before there‘“me president of the Titusville, Pa.,

board of trade, an incorporated com—

G up the city and estab!lsh vv‘

nd regard ior Mr Max-:
well for his. undying faith in the' town
and for his sterling soclal and busings
qua.hues ‘which mari h:m A§ oOne ot
nature’s: noblemen i

Mmmg operat:cms were commenced
a.t Coal City in-1883; ; At that tiine the

tOWD Was caﬂed Broken Arr w X na.méa—

“The place: reta.med

when it way chapged to Coal City.~
al'City 1§ said.to be the: «cldest set«

i emént in'the Céosa Valley, and it has
lreen known from the eariiest days of.
geftlement Lhat 1ts ruggeci }nlls ¥

its,
were Tich wntb coal,

Jacksonville, Ala, and associates or-
ganized the Broken Arrow Coal and

Mining Company and opened the first]

mine dt-what is now Coal ‘Gity. - Con-
tingous miasing oDerations have beed
carried on there during all these years,
snd now thereiare hen-mine openings
within a radius of two miles of the
criginal Broken Arrow wine, .
.Coali City is located on the Fast aml

indian ¢hief once famous “in that see:
tion’ ‘of the ‘state.
{the hame of Broken Arrow until 1891

by the commumt}' !tr wh!ch they have
carried on ‘Business’ for
yedrs,” No firm in:this ‘seetion of - the

stands - hlgher in ‘the o‘nﬁdence ot the:
people of the community. Ty say, tHat
-an article cameé from Alverson & Moore"
is equivalent to.saying that it bears the
guarantee stamp of par excellence
-On.the night of Mateh-30, 1902, the
firm iost by i

" AS they

“of poody.:

: Were oRly partialay cavered hy {nsurs-
In: 1883 ‘Major Peyton Rowen Jof!

ance the loss fell heavﬂy on’theém, but
they at once began. to rebuild and How
have the most modern and_ convenient
store building {n that- pan offtne -Coosa
Va]!ey two stories high and modem in!
plan - and. archxtecture This. large
building. is heavily . stoc;{ed with the;
best grades of- goods to be had in the -
markels of the kind calied [or by fthe

ipatrans of- e

ight all being admitted through thel'\\'est Rallroad; about seven miles {from
hort angles of the roof from a north-. Iell City, the southern terminus of the
riy direction, thereby aveoiding vefiert- fne.
d Hzhi and obtammg a uniform dis-iHailroad a(r;m'ul the Easi ail West
ribution, which is of grest advantage"":’-d and active preparations are now
h] operaung 1the mill. Leing carvied on grading a new line
The dye house, which is one of the fram Atlanta to Birmingham, passing
rgest and Veat eqiiipped in the coun- sabout one-half mile from Ceal City, at
.18 104x133 feet. and provided “lm*v\hmh point there will be established
xmv ‘modern appliance. .one of the statiens of the new line.

P
Thé engine house is 100x5¢ feet; thci The. popuiation of Coal Cily is at

L obout 600 people. Wlth the
ciler’ house, 100x60 feet: the ware-’pf?‘cm ;
cuse, 100x345 teet; the opening room Q2enIRgK- Of new mines 1“‘“ numlinert 15'
0x100 feet: the finishing room, aﬂ\]ﬂﬂlgto“mq rapidly, and it s predicte

{hat in six mpuths the popalation will
pet, and the machine shop, f0x250 feet. ! ‘b threc times greater than at present.

The equipment of the mil), which! iAs 2 trading center the merchants of
: now being placéd, is the most mad- | :the town already énioy the patronage
ra and up-to-date {hat genius can in- rof at Teast 2.000 people .
ent or money secure, ‘The entire pre- L}:ng rlose tg the fown are several
*xratxon and spinning machinery out-'nsh beds of brown and red iron ore,
t was made by Howard & Bul)ongh Ian(] it has Deen rumored that men of
cmerlean Manufasturing: omnany. of ‘maans have vecently hecn maling in-

Recontly the Seaboard Air Line ;

honse and. they are
now doing a berter husiness than ever
Lbefore in ilieir higtory.

The firm consists of Mr,
verson and Mr, 0 W
the leading citizens in all* ot' St. Clair!
couutv

R. M, Al-°

||Ed6n

- Located two miles west of Peli City,
on the Seuthern Railroad. is the Leau-
tiful jittle village of Iden. Here are
several large mercaniile houses ond a
lumber and planing mill of consider-
able size. Near the town is one of the

‘autucket. H. I The mil rontaias 2§ .- \eﬁhgauons reiative to the building of
00 =mndlpq and 640 NMorthrop looms, ! ja furnace plant in that section of the |
anufactured by the. Drancr Company, ; ‘valley, though it could oot bLe learned.
lopedale. Mass. -This. “fs-the Jargest ;\' vhethér their plans had taken definiln
nd Dbest loom on ‘fhe market, ‘bemg shape.” Naws of the matfer will i
utomatic in every featire. They alsolawatied with interzst by the people of
WN a ginnery of the latest ty ne of . “that comminity.

rachinery. ALVERSON & MOORE,

The product Of the mill will be 24.- The bLusiness now conducted at Coal”
G0 pounds or 52,000 yards of Iadigoi Ciry by Alverson & Moore was astab-
omms per day. They \\11} consumeilished by B. F. Alverson & Son in 1871.
3,000 hales of cotton per yéar 3 Treyv continued to carry on the busi-:
F. 'P. Sheldou of Providence, R, 1.. il"?‘-.‘i under that firm name until 1884,
: the engineer who planned: the
ed on August 4. 1302, the first brick Moore was founded. ‘They are the old-|
ras laid,  The rapidiily with which|est firim now doing business fn that
rezident Pratt, and his able assistants | seciion of the valiey. '
ave puqhed the wirk €an he l)eu.t 1&11-

) MR 1 dmiad blns 41 L

-n

finest springs to Le found in the entire
‘C{;osa Valley. and the citizens are at

this time 1-|llmp. Forth ‘-HI’)]" cffort
RS

A Cotton Mill.
| No morte aesirable Jocalion cendd ho
fourid than at the spring mentioned!
above. It s an ieal mill site in every .

“particular.
Lden iz one of the most beantiful |
ivillages to be found ip Bt Clair county, |

‘anc¢ at the time of the locating of the
milly when ‘the present firm of Alverson & ipew court house. it slood second In the

It is & most de-|lite is due largely -
hich to establish a ‘honor and indoml

‘race with Pell City.
!hghtfnl place at w

isummer resort for Lthe entertainment!

For four vears they operated coal ‘of over-heated and suffocating ¢ity folk . siveeedesd is evideit

mad heavy lnvestments a.t q.bout the
h r .

?
@

SO many |

: thelr store, bullding .

Moore, twe of: i

{well.

luess now conduced:

staté enjoys.a more. extenslve trade or|

hitls; is a very rich
The - comnunlty- of

‘bred, “refined, law a.bld
!cated class, among W
imre” for any well® dis
live. " The typical: 0l
atn’ hospltality is'a stEll
istic'ot all the Cr ywelld
Ehe people are th‘lft}'
nappy. -

i The' Oldest Merc;.mtli
Section of the Cot
Bu{.me'

In the year 1858
rablished a mercpotil
log store house ap W
This busines
yvears, selling ouj to
This was the befinn

Son. Mr, Jones 'subgtld
hack to Cropwell anl
cantile business, h
times several paijtd
James R. Rabelsox

of the present firy, &
ness, and a few }'e&rs
son of Mr. Jones, Mrs
Jpartner, Under tre &
i & Jones the husiress
onf chaiage in the
shears, .

On Do ombﬂr i

flrm of Itoberson o
Raberson & Jone
1his ol house, an
only.one-of the ¢
‘-lshments in the ¢
j2mong the best ant
try merchants in To
Eelder Mr. Robersor’!
can self-made man

tagainst evéry obhsB



l'—ﬁrm of ‘Roberson & Jonss,.

ew _business ouse was.

- brages every ltem of merchandisa need-
. ed inthe community; Tt ig indeed &
- complete départment store. "
With fts"customers the firm does. a
‘very extensive credit. bubiness, but in
buying they ‘pay cash. for everythine,
saving all ‘discownts .and giving their
customers the béneflt of the purchas.
ing power of their large capital; . They
‘do an annual bisiness of manv thon-

territory” with their goods. Their rep-
utation is knowp for miles in every di-
|rection. The firm has an interest in
the Cropwell gionery, which gins from
1,200 to 1,700 balos of cotton each Yyear,
The firm also owns a large cotion
warehguse, and a noteworthy feature
of their cotton business, and one which
Is cHaracteristic of all-their dealings
with their customers, is the fact that
|the moment a badle of cotton is placed
i a.|in their warehouse by one of their eus-
on |tomers it is insured against fire so
of |long as it remains thére free of charge,
re, | This is of course a great protection to
p-ithe owner of the cotton and an induce-
in fment for them to bring their cotton to
th- |the Cropwell market,’ .
lu-| . Besides the. mercintile jnterésts of
1§- |the firm Mr, James R. Roberson owns
two very large river plantations on the
Coosa river not far from the town. Op
these two farms he has many acres of

he
Je-.
irn
Io-

h-

3

sand dollars afd cover an exténsive;

quarters at Tauacjegz;: ‘but carrying on | 1005 of - dynamite,-

Ir extensive business in St

1 I 4 mine
from "the créek T
villey; 0 >

At Cold:

ate’a well developed slope ‘with a large
‘outbut;:’ A new ‘slope. has been’ ‘opened
at what I cilled Marion mige, entering
the seam below the Broken Arrow vein,
This slope hag been ‘drivén about 300
feet and: will . be in full ‘operation in
about ninety ‘days.” Another mew slope
hag also been started at what will be
known as Rutelia mines. ‘Work at this
polnt i being pushed rapidly, ‘

- At a point two miles north of the
town i3 loeated andther new mine of
the company, Underlying this vein is a
stratum of fire clay about Iourteen feet

Brs dcﬁ_'hihé,‘_ti}é? a‘,!_é‘b ‘oper.

in thickness. . .

- Five miles tp the valley the company
also have three mines, 'One slope has
been worked to a- depth of 1,000 feet,
while the other two are comparatively
new mines, having been worked orily to
a depth of about 350 feet each.

The ‘coal output of the company’s
riines ig now about 600 tens a.day, but
It is expected that within ninety days
the development of the new mines will
have been carried to such an extent
that the output will have heen in-
creased to nearly double the present
amount. ’ L .

Mr. John C. Soley, the general-man-
ager of all the company's interestis in
this section, is one of the best posted
men in the south on the subject of
mining and iron-making and his sue-
cegslil and profitable management of
the Birmingham & Atlantle railway
demonstraies also that he’is a railroad.
manager of much ability. Mr. Soley is
ably assisted in his.arduous labers by
Mr. W. H. Lane, who is directly in!
charge of the coal division and who
gpends much of his time at Coal City.

The fvrnace properties of the come-
pany consist of full equipment and a

stack of about 130 tons capacity, lo-
ceted at. Taliadega. This plant was
thoroughly overhauled and remodeled

. (tand vnder cultivation, raising about

od (125 ‘bales of cotton each’ year, besides
& greal quantity of corn and grains
and a diversity of other produets. Mr.
Rohersar is. a.great bélisver in a rota-
tion of crops . as a means of keeping

is |lands in ‘good condition. ‘

‘BEAUTIFUL. HOME FOR SALZ.

ig- | Fine Residence With Twenty Acres of

a Splendid Land-——B800-Acre Plan-

p- tation—An tdeal Location for

o Stock and Dairy Farm. ’

y. It would be hard to find a more 1deal ;

i-7location for a great stock. farm anc}%
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| €rn in theisouth, and wiif be ftted -

Swerld with tears. in his eyes.

kegs Ow:

810

a1} the latest improvements.  They
bleach their own: gopds as they hav
Dplenty:of thé: plrest Wwiter adopted fo
that purpose. It is their intention: t
slart building another large mill, an
aiso ahother large ‘cotton.seed ‘mil)
The mill that is .about completed wil
cost about $756,000. The Drapers, Ri
leys, and others -0f Boston have mil:
lions behind -this great enterprise, “and
it st go.” S s

Here s thé county ‘seat, the new
ccurt house, with a. fine new babk
‘building, brick angd stone, and in ope
ation. We have ‘also the grand “rall
read centré’of five” trunk lines, ‘the’
Coosa River and ‘the Coosa Valley, col-
ton product 20,000 bales of long staple
the best that grows,” except the Sea [s-
land of Seuth Carolina. - -

Pel]l City, thirty-five miles from Bir-
mingham, the Pittshurg of the south,
Very good for Pell City,” But again
Fort Payne unexpected comes to “the
front and will start up her dormant .in-
dustries again very soon and the beau-’
tiful littie city, after a long sleep, will
bigom onée more. “They have already
started the ball in motion and the clay
plant that -cost "$80,000 in 1880, and
made zsome ¥ine samples of terra cotia,
drain pipe, fire brick. and sent some of
their fine clay to Philadelphia and had ,
returned a remarkable sample of a
very filne china-ware, all finished and
ready for the table, e

Expect to' be home in ten days and -
will bhe pleased {o see you in pbrson.

Hoping this. will find you well and
havppy, from your friend, the Cld Tan-
ner, JOHN MAXWELL.

POINTED PARAGRAPHS.

" That ore strongipoint of a wasp is
not -in his favaor. ’

Ampng other {H;Ef; that won't Lear
the light are shadows.

A cynic Is 2 man. whg jaughs ar the

Short-sighted pecple seem lo think
olhers . should . look ~ through  their
glagses, ’ ’

Women are -Leginuing to think of
spring bonnets., It doesnt ozt mieh )
to think, -

'Williirg workers -achieve much, pre-
vided they do not iry o wmk the
Wrong man, : *

T.gve may Dbe the rulog passion. fst
the almighty dollui oveasionally iakes
a fall out of it. -

A drowning man may clutéh af a
straw, Lut it is folly for a peor man i
cluten at, the early strawberry.—Chi-

cag0o News,

Diabtmbin Dranmiceazio .
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Financially cnppled Mody
d o install a sales tax and
lnan in order to
rvices city fathers
na expected.

missing Watltsville man,
el Crump, was found
red near a construction

site in Hooaver after being-
revorted missing . for four,

Cru ap was beheved to

’m 18 \,ear old” gird,  April
rks of Ouenvﬂle was killed

in & iraffic accident in Moody

‘and fire raxed a 15¢ year-old
landmark in the London
Community.

Jim  Aldridge jomed the

- found murdeéred

Alabhama Cooperative.
‘Extension Service in St. Clair

County as county agent,
replacing agent Les Pair who
lett to return to Calhoun

Coumty.

A former St. CIau‘ woman

workmg as a night clerk at a-
convience store Sapdra Uplon

Keefover, "was ~reported
missing. She ‘would later be
and a
Talladega’ man charged w:th

-the crime.’

. The bady oE a man ldenttfled
as Joe Northcutt, who was

scheduled for burlal suddenly .
" ‘turned out ot to be Northentt at..
all. After hearmg repurts of p:s :

N assa:lants f:rmg at Irovmg
itrucks e

death Northcutt called -his

home, . informing shce\m
relatives that he was inhn
alive and well.

A plane owned f‘jr Southern
Natural Gas Corparation
crashed at the i, Clair Counly
Airport in Pell City bul bolh

‘gccuparnils of the plane were -

able to escape from the bmnwrf

_.;wreckage. el .
¥ The" mdependent truckcrs-
=strike affécted St, Clair Counly
“‘and there were some reporis of

violence in - the counly with

RN

A Sprsngwlle man was struck
and killed by a vehicle after his. ;

Lent ‘and h1s w:fe

Ftc ] Chandler



ab]elt]i ‘on’.an Mountam near, SteeIe resulted” below. . )
:—;‘f ﬁglledMﬂl An: the death of a 90 vear-o]d An alligator was found In 8

_ small farm pond néay £l Cily,
d his - Wlfﬁ'; : causing quile a ruckus *scfn
heing captured and turned ove
: te the Bu-mmgham Zoo.

167 Chandier B

.
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) ipe and robbery of & and:
" nd VlIeage woman’ in

e, hertrailor home in Moody. A -

- troek. drwer was huacked
rondaje and forced '




nvestigated’
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

APRIL .

Apri! 11,12-Horsepens 40 School Bay

April 121 3,14-Horsepens 40 Native American
Festival

April 20-PALS St. Clair County Cleanup Day
MAY

May 4-Peil City Alrport Annual Air Fair

May 5-Springvitle Old Tymes Day

May 10,11,12-Horsepens 40 Bluegrass
Festival

May 18-Alpha Ranch Annual Auction

May 31-June 1,2-Horsepens 40 Clyil Way
Reenactment

JUNE :

June 7,8,9-Homestead Hollow Summerfest
June 14,15-Horsepens 40 Tomato Jubliee
JULY

July 4,5,6-Horsepens 40 Arts & Crafts Festival
July 18,20-Horsepens 40 Bluegrass Festival
July 29-Pell City Miss Logan Martin Pageant
AUGUST

August 10-Horsepens 40 Counfry Music
August 31-Sept 1,2-Horsepens 40 Arts &
Crafts Festival

SEPTEMBER

Sept 20,21-Horsepens 49 Country Music
Sept 28-Ragland Trout Creek Day

OCTOBER

Oct 4,5-Horsepens 40 Country Music

Oct 4,5, 6-Homestead Hollow Harvest Festival
Oct 12-John Looney Ploneer Homestead
Festival - :
Oct 18,19,20-Horsepens 40 Bluegrass Festivat
Qct 31-Ragland Depot Museum Ghost

1 Storles
- NOVEMBER

Nov 1,2,3-Homestead Hollow Christmas in
the Country

Nov 28,29,30-Horsepens 40 Arts & Crafts
Festival )

DECEMBER

Dec 5-Odenvilie Christmas Parade

Dec 12-Peit City Christmas Parade

Contributors:

St. Clair County Commission

L A H Realty

St. Clair County Tourism Council
$t. Clair County Extension System

'ST. CLAIR

COUNTY

¢



ST. CLAIR COUNTY

ONE OF THE FIRST & BRIGHTEST
STARS TO FALL ON ALABAMA

St. Clair County is located in north-
central Alabama at the southern tip
of the Appalachian Mountain
Range. Its beauty is marked with
wooded mountains and quiet
valieys through which run sparkiing
streams. The eastern edge is
delineated by the Coosa River. The
river has two dams located in St.
Clair County, the Neely Henry and
the Logan Martin, creating
backwaters offering all kinds of
water sports: fishing, boating,
waterskiing, sailing, swimming.
The county also has two interstate
highways, Interstate 59 connecting
Birmingham and Chattanocoga and
Interstate 20 connecting
Birmingham and Atlanta.

The bustling city of Pell City is the
industrial center of the county
offering convenient shopping
centers, fine dining, and motels.
The civic center compiex has
facilities for many activities,

indoor and outdoor. The adjoining
lake has boating and fishing
activities.

Moody, only a few minutes from
Birmingham, has also become a
growing industrial center.
Straddling Interstate 20, Moody
has large shopping centers, fine
restaurants and the largest auto
auction in the southeast,

Ashville steps back in time with
many historic homes and museums.
History comes alive as one walks
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The Will Watson Home
Qdenvilie
1911

'ODENVILLE -

Odenville, a quaint, quiet town, has a
popuiation of 796, 1t has several very ofd
homes and churches. _

HISTORICAL SITES =~

Liberty Cumberiand Presbyterian Church
1850; Maddox-Whitten Home 1504; Ed Ware
Home 1006, Hagweood-Scoggins Home 1506;
Watson Home 1911; Riddle Home 1912,
Masonic Hall 1022, B
THINGS TO DO . :

Odenville has a very picturesque park with 2
walking trafl under the trees and over a small
stream. There is a Christmas Parade the
first Thursday after Thanksgiving.

PLACES TO STAY ‘

The nearest lodging Is at Moody.

WHERE TO EAT : ‘

Chuck's Restaurant, 46 Burgess Dr, §29-
5710, Mama D's Pizza, 13700A US Hwy 411
629-2255

For further information, call City Hall 628-6366-
ar Joe Whitten 628-5575



ST. GLAIR  COUNTY

|t Amo
iy 9, Ashville
| 3.. Branchville
4, Cook Springs
5. Cropwell
6. leeds
7. London
i 8. Margaret
I 9. "Moody
: 10. New London
@ 11, Odenville
12. Pell City
13. Prescot
14. Ragland.
‘ 15. Riverside
1 16. St. Clair Springs\"
| 17. Springville '
E 18. Surfside L.
i 19. Trussviile
0. Wattsville
| 91. Whites Chapel
29. Whitney
93. Wolf Creek

LEEDS : {2313
7 L T
ACTE N New Longon L s}eifstde" .
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_PELL CITY

Pell City, with a population of approximately
17000, is the targest city in St. Clair County,
it is on Interstate 20 between Birmingham and
Atlanta and on US Highway 231, known as the
short route to Florida. Nestled comfortable in
the foothills of the Appalachians, it offers a .
breathtaking view from the surrounding
mountains. Peilf City was made the second
county seat in the early 1800’s. For many

., _years, 8t. Clair was the only county in.
America with two full-service county.seats..
THINGS TO BO o '
Logan Martin Lake offers all forms of water
sports. The Pell City Civic Center has
numerous activities during the year including
exercise classes, Next to the Center is the
Lakeside Park offering nature trails, picnic
facilities, boat launches and piers for fishing.
The grounds of the Center has tennis courts
and basebail & softball complexés. A watking
trail is located on Hwy 78E. A nine-hole golf
course is available to the pubiic. Yearly
events include the Annual Air Fair, the
Christmas Parade and the Miss Logan Martin
Pageant.
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SPRINGVILLE

Springville, population about 2000, is & town
out of the past. The old store fronts are so
unique that scenes of the movie, Vern Miller,
set in the 30's, were shot here. The town is
gasily accessible from Interstate 59.
HISTORICAL SITES

The Masonic Lodge, circa 1880, housing a
museum & the town library; the Woodall
building, circa 1880, one of the oldest known
hardware stores; the Allison-Kirkland buiiding,
probably bullt in 1892; the House of Quilts.
THINGS TO DO

Homestead Holiow, near Springville, offers a
look into picneer-life, There are a number of
annual events held at the site, Springville
holds an Oid Tymes Day in May.

PLACES TO STAY

Nearest iodging can be found near Birmingham
on Interstate 59.

WHERE TO EAT

in addition to Jacks Hamburger {Fast Food) at
intersection of | 58 & Ala Hwy 174 & Main
Street Pizza, Dairy Dip, & Granny's
Restaurant (all located on Main Street),
Springville has a four star restaurant, Cafe
Dupont, also located on Main Street.

Eor further information, call Terry Lynn
Barrett, Chamber of Commerce 467-2339

Oid ‘Tymes Day
May
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MEMCRIES CF FELL GITYYS BARLY DAYS
By: A Plopeer Citizen

Reeding the PEN TICTURE of Pell Clty 4t bringe to o
mmmries of yeors goke LYs -
T verd to Pell City 4n Morch 1901 es wipht operator, my Lirot Joby to sny
T was scodred ad isrvious dout explalu oy feoligs at 011, I got 40,00
por mosth Zor 30 exd 71 dghts, I got boord ot the Carcotd ol fioceluood
fiotel for 610,00 per mouth, exd 1t wes geod grub amd @ Pl roomy iz H/W
oarier of hat was krows 63 the Mumvell Bldg, row ocoupled by 422 Stares
shalr store room wes thon our dintug Pachls
Yos Cormovon Ron o bocpding house 15 somo bwildirg up stedrs over store now -
gne BHIL stare, &t thet tine Mea Spocrs bed tho Post Offico in that rooms
M Y, W, Zellior hed o ensll grooery store in tuildlsng sow kuown s Pell
| City Ch*o Co, operated by James Ingrom, thot wes the estire busirsss of
Roll City vhen T vent thore £n 190, 1Al sou give the populaticn of

Peil City 1n 190%.
M & Mo H, A Coruotd
e & Yeas de Ze H@.ﬁﬁlm
Mro Cerevon exd dmyhler ldszde
% & e He Ha Zolluop ) ;
Col maA Mrs Speurs, thwon deughtors, Msues Borteise,Bllen axd Fratt, they
uore the ouly young ladlen of the Citys : :
M 8. D, E&lgroo, Jgoub Sowyli¥, ord DEA RIS s his fomily, (LLCLUDIG

. RASDALLY tho wos & gmell bub enert 134, ko could teleproph vhen just +all
crovgh to ptoxd et table axd raocch the Lo7e
Joo H. Willirghom, Clock for the 3 Rellvoeds, axl ons of ry bost fyiorniga
Tn thooo doys Salesmon could come to Tell City with lerpe trurls eud okt
4ho cowrdry in hocks, Cornett exd Hazeluocd orerated a Liveyy Stobley LAVEEY
Stormt o foatin Hemlovced wera thelr dpivorss low I will give wou the list

. of Col (colored) thot I luwowe Som Hemby vas empioyed e Forter ab Darot,
Divh Costloborry uss flurly et Hotol, Allen oG OEY TOTOZIER his Doms
wos cocl at HOtel.I thizk thats sll of our ool thet wos at Poll City vhen I
uopt theras : —

] » ol Y 1 ” % : T -

T ¢hizl: I am oorrect op to ames of m’aﬁ&ﬁ&%&ﬁ%@ﬁ% égs%l%m

rtate E“%ﬁﬁi’f"m%@&?o%%%@%ﬁéy Ve Cogsvell roved to Pall GitF,e



o | {rage 2)

Lifo ves vory duld to mo oo I vorked axd slept deys, wonldd got up abovt
2P, o place o go, ouly to dopob, nud harg oub unbil supper timo, &1 o
got %o poe vas the B aud B2A coro iu with thelw pacporgers, then the Sou
trains. The day My Cogswell wlooded his H I goods 4% was o gight to mog

- thoy wnlooded ona Doy horse, owe Swrry, vhich amsed mo vory mmch s it wns

the £irct buegy I hed ever geen with FRRLGE orowd tho top, aud the first

gucr to cona to this country, oio bird dozy white awd o, womed Jeck or Dony
I coxh recall which eud severcl losds of IUI goods, Jook A Ruliaw wers pandd,
boye, I remenber & boy Slator, he did uot etey ot Poll verw ruche I hed Sust
trededjobs with en Opevator by peve of Roop when the depot blowup hanrenod,

X WS worlleg aights ab lesds, hoord Reop toll the dispatchrr, "this derot

1o on fire", tho DispatchBer told him %o seve a koy exd eou.dor, (thnt wop

a oud 3:30 A4) I vELT out ou rlotforn o.d iny ou o bale of cotton lool-d: o to
a-a the Liro, though mountedis cut off tho flemose I boord the vires go

docd then luew sonethisg hal hearpoied, I roturiod o offico grovsded &y
wirea eost told the Dlope I hed them srowded, ho told mo to lecvs 1t oy iun
about 20 sdmrton I hood the oy ot Riverside oaliing the Diope, ho bad styurg

- a vire thronh atlautoy, Chedt, Hochville to Bhom, ell ho kiev was thoro hod

boen fu expleooicu ot Poll, somo time after o II canw oa o Leods Cave mo <)

- mosgage 1o hove Jnialence's meot train ot Tormlie) o I shall iover foriet

o rommel Col Spocrs node, he hod omo of Mis aroes rokesn, seld a Jum of

Ahigioy hit him, he satd ho had quit whickoy sovercd yeors aro and wow wdshey

world ot lot hin plooes Thoro wvore sovoral hurd o.d oo thed I war of o i
Hell, {owr hotloint man) WS KIFIED, 1% broke wiidous out of scvorol hovses

- axd ghed comtry for sovercl milos, I wes then cest book %o Poll ad womied,
»

vith e ¥r Slnoson eg Aoty ho wes pest fyom Vachington to gtrcizhten cut the

- Poll Cify €ffica es nll rocords uvcra desiroyed,

Hy firat mseting v2th Ik Cogewnll wes on a Satvedoy aighte 3o % a Lrolphd
tredn errived abt Pell aboud 30308 I had orders fop thon, The Boprloner
Gocpro Gorrotd come Su of:foe wniting for Coidr to oo, wo hoord o ghot and
Top oul a men oo ywndig erowud depod aid seid god o o rloeo 2o Loy doun,
I bave boon chote - X £ixed hin & ploce on tho trucks o:d he lay dow, the tredn
loft though the Coudr DY Little told me his flesron uen Black ohob tho Ty
L wos up to ne to pobt belps I sendt Bib Cagtloborry tho flurky at Hotel who
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The St. Clair Anthem

u Betts _Bev:l! presents “St. Clair Song”
. From left). Harold King, George Wdllams,
: ou Betts Bevill and Ron Partain.
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Not every county
has its own song

Story by Jane Newton Henry
Photos by Jerry Martin

Lou Betts Bevill, who was born and raised
in the Acmar area, may be best remembered
in St. Clair County as the wife of the late
Congressman Tom Bevill. But to former
members of the Pell City Civic Chorus and a
few other old timers, she is known for com-
posing the county’s official anthem.

An accomplished musician, she wrote “St.
Clair Song” in 1976 at the request of Harold
King, who was president of Peoples Bank,
now BB&T, in Pell City and a board member

" of the local Chamber of Commerce,

The first verse of this pastoral ode to the
county sets the tone for the rest of the song,
as it evokes the natural beauty of the area and
the perseverance of its early settlers:

“Ye St. Clair sons and daughters arise,

Jjoin in our song.

As our forefathers before us, Gods grace
will guide us long.

These wooded hills, these lakes and rills
bespeak the beauty of our land

So may we go forth, remembering we ave it
our God s strong hand.”

she presented the song to the Pell City
Chamber of Commerce at a news conference
after composing it specifically for the newly
formed Pell City Civic Chorus.

Lou Betts Bevill receives resolu-
tion from Shirley Satterfield.
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The St. Clair Anthem

Top and Facmg Page- Pell Clty Cz\nc
Chorus in concert

Below. Program cover for the first
concert of the Pell City Civic Chorus

a The Grester P.eH Tty ‘ . ' g g
’ CHAMBER OF COMMER e
\
P

George Williams, a retired Alabama Power manager in Pell City, re-
called the evening that the chorus was first discussed.
“It was in December 1975, and the Chamber of Commerce was having
a dinner meeting,” Williams said. “When the chamber’s president, Bill -
Gossett, realized that the speaker hadn’t shown up for the meeting, he £
asked me for suggestions about what to do. We opened up the meeting for = .
general discussion, and the idea of having a civic chorus came up.” 0\,‘”
The chorus was officially formed on Dec. 18, 1975. Williams, who was 3 \,‘\z S X
named organizing chairman of the chorus, soon began soliciting members Y "/ ““’ %
from the Pell City area, including towns such as Ragland and Lincoln. ) C\\,o \\
he said. “A lot of the members came 2 “ € §
ot
N
N
IN cowcmg
N
\§§

“We had some fantastic talent,
from church choirs, and a ot of us joined just because we enjoyed sing-

in

g
Pell City resident June Brascho came to the chorus from the choir of
the chorus who served as its president, she estimates that the group per-

the First United Methodist Church of Pell City. A founding member of

formed for about 15 years.
With more than 100 voices, the chorus performed about three concerts
a year, presented Broadway musicals in the summers, and once sang the
national anthem at an Atlanta Braves baseball game.
Ron Partain, the first director of the chorus, said he was grateful to
have served in that position. “It was a unique time in the life of the city,”
he said. “Members of the chorus made a big commitment of their time

IOLA ROBERTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Pell City, Alabzma
Thursday, March 4, {978
TGP M.

T aﬂCr-r’}

Partain called the song “an outstanding piece of work by a gracious
/=

and talent.”
lady.” He described it as “hymn style with the first verse in unison. The
second verse is a four-part harmony, and the chorus is obligato with a full

voice ending.”
At his invitation, Bevill returned to Pell City and conducted the chorus
when it performed her composition at its first concert on May 1, 1976, at

JISCOVER The Essence of St. Clair | April - May 2013



et Pappas’ Gl do e coing foryou, *
-your family, your friends and ¢ oleagues.

Iola Roberts Elementary School. The concert began on a pairiotic note as the group
sang “The Star Spangled Banner” and “America the Beautiful” before debuting “St.
Clair Song.”

"The anthem’s chorus reflects the love she felt for her native St. Clair County:

“Q St. Claiy, O St. Clair

Our heritage is true

From forest fields, from vales and hills,
We sing our love to you.”

At the close of the concert, Shirley Satterfield, then chairman of the St. Clair
County Commission, presented Bevill with a framed copy of a proclamation that ad-
opted “St. Clair Song” as the county’s official anthem. St. Clair is believed to be the

fonly county in Alabama that holds the distinction of having its very own anthem,

A News degis editorial at the time called it “fitting during the nation’s Bicentennial
year in that it honors the men and women who ‘toiled and tilled these fields so rich
in lore.” The song pays tribute to St Clair County’s forefathers and the tradition of
liberty they have passed on to succeeding generations.” @
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County’s oldest cemetery a little-known find
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Story and photos by Jerry Smith

Most of Pell City’s departed are nicely
memorialized in several spacious, well-known
cemeteries; among them Oak Ridge, the largest;
Valley Hill (which lies neither in a valley nor on
a hill); New Hope (Truitt); and Mt. Zion. But
the city’s original burial ground lies sequestered
on an overgrown hillside at the edge of town,
known only to a few family members and the
historically inquisitive. It seems even the cus-
tomary cemetery mockingbirds have deserted it.

Donated to the city around 1900 by Pell
City’s co-founder, Lydia DeGaris Cogswell, this
property provided final repose for a host of Pell
Cittans during its brief service before the city’s
main cemetery was established at Oak Ridge in
1940,

First known as Pell City Cemetery, it was
eventually called Avondale Mill Cemetery and
the Company Cemetery because so many coiton
mill workers were buried there. The Alabama
Cemetery Preservation Alliance lists it as Avon-
dale Cemetery aka Village Cemetery. The latest
marked burial, William R. Green, was in 1935,
although other unmarked graves may have been
added since. Oddly, it’s once again called Pell
City Cemetery in Mr. Green’s Pell City News
obituary.

Over the last few decades the grounds have
gradually slipped into a rather gloomy state of
upkeep, and thus it remains teday. Causey family
member Donna Baker says, “... my Father told
me the last burial was 1945. He said he used to
go with my Grandmother and a lot of other rela-
tives to clean the cemetery every year. He said
the last time it was cleaned was in the 1970s.”

It’s hardly recognizable as sacred ground
anymore unless one accidentally stumbles over
one of the few formal tombstones still standing
there. The plot was partly a potter’s field, hosting
the remains of an estimated 50 or more local
decedents, most of whose survivors could not af-
ford more than a simple fieldstone or diminutive
fragment of plain marble to mark their final rests

Unlike other local cemeteries, there’s only a
few simple, early-20th-century tombstones with
badly eroded lettering and a couple of crude
stone surrounds. The only visually imposing
grave marker belongs to Dock Causey, placed by
Woodmen of the World in 1928,

Sunken graves appear randomly through-
out the property. Those who visit here must be
careful of tripping over small fieldstone markers
hidden under inches of fallen leaves, which leads
us to wonder how many others are interred here
with no markers at all.

In Pell City’s early days, diseases unfamiliar
to most people today took many young lives.

In fact, three of the 10 scripted gravestones are
for infants of less than one year of age. This is
true of most other urban cemeteries of that era,
but here we could probably assume that, for
every marked infant’s grave, there’s likely to be

Avril - Mav 2013 | THSCOVER The Fecereo nf St (Clais



1any more whose parents could not afford a proper
one.

In & St. Clair Times story by Rob Strickland, lo-
af historian Kate DeGaris said, “It’s very old and,
s I understand it, both black and white people are
uried there. The relatively large number of chil-
rens’ graves ... can be attributed to health condi-
ons of the early 1900s™.

Mrs. DeGaris continues, “It is known that, peri-
dically, eptdemics would come through the area,
1ch as diphtheria, smallpox and typhoid, so I'm
ot surprised that a lot of children are buried there.
. The sadness deepens as one reads their bit-
rsweet epitaphs, such as: Our Darling Has Gone
o Be An Angel or Budded On Earth To Bloom In
‘eaven.

Indeed, even Nature seems to coniribute to the
wuarnful ambience by littering the grounds with
llen cedars and oak limbs whose fibrous cores
ave eroded over several decades to resemble
aunt, bleached bones.

If ever a local site deserved restoration, this one
wely does. Long tree trunks lie across stone walls,
yme having barely missed tombstones as they fell.
ther jagged logs have been puiverized into coarse

DISCOVER The Essence of St. Clair | April - May 2013
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sawdust and chips by insects, birds and decay. Briers, saplings,
even young trees encroach upon almost every marker.

Although a state-required access path has been cleared on
the western side of the property, visitors quickly encounter a
hazardous maze of prickly Southern foliage and sunken pits.
Boots and a walking stick are a must, especially during warmer
months when snakes are an assumed peril in such terrain.

To access the site, drive southward from Cogswell on 19th
Street to 10th Avenue South. Turn right, then an immediate left
onto 18th Place South. Drive to the end of the road and look
for a wide path into the woods on your left.

There are “No Trespassing” signs which you should respect
unless you have a valid reason for going there. Once onsite,
be very careful of rocks, concealed sinks and clinging foliage.
Please disturb nothing, take only photos and notes, and leave
behind nothing but footprints.

Treat this place as you would the final repose of your own
kin. Who knows? Perhaps they are. @

Partrers by Design is a feam of key multimedia professionals whose
exgerience in publishing and Web-based products spans twe decades
of work together.

With & track record of success behind Partners by Dasign, our company
builds ugon those successes to create effective marketing matenals,
logos, communication plans, Web sites, electronic newsiatters and other
Web services for communities, companies, organizations, schools and
candidates.

cpappas@partnersmultimedia.com » Phone 205-335-0281
6204 Skippers Cove, Pell City, AL 35128
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Articles of Incorporation
of

ST. CLAIR HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.

l STATE OF ALABAMA )
St. Clair County )

' KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: That we, the undersigned inmcorpora-
tors, for the purpose of forming a corporation not for profit, pursuant to
the provisions of the "Alabama Non~Profit Corporation Act" {Act No. 578,
General Acts of 1955, page 1254, being Title 10, Sections 203, et. seq.,
Alabama Code 1940 as amended), do hereby associate ourselves into a corpor-—
ation not ror profii, under the provisions of the foregeing laws, and to
that end do hereby set forth and adopt the following Articies of Incorpora-~
tion:

ARTICLE I

The name of the corpordcion shall be "ST. CLAIR HISTORICAL SOCIETY,
INC."

ARTICLE II

The duration of this corporation shall be perpetual.

ARTICLE II1

This ccrporation shall not be for profit, thar is te say, no part of
any income which it may have shall ever be distributed to its members, di-
rectors or officers, and no part of the net earnings cof the corporation shall
ever inure to the benefit of any private member, direcror of officer, or aay
other individuwal. All property of this corporation shall be irvevocably de—
dicated to the educational, charitable and non-profit purposes herein set
forth. In the pvent of the dissclurion of this corporation, any moneys or
properties in possession of or to whic¢h any right, title or interest is claim-
ed by the corporation shall be transferred, given and’ disposed of (and caly
to) such ope or more organizations described in Section 501(c)(3) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of the United States of 1954 {the "Code") as the trustees
shall determine, provided that any such transferee shall at that time have
tax—exempt status by virtue of the ruling or determiparion under Sectionm. 501
(c){3} of the Code, ’

ARTICLE IV
The objects and purposeés of this corporation are:

(a) To stimulate, incresse and diffuse knowledge of and a greater ap~
preciation for sites and structures of historical or architectural interest

L4
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Directors shall consist of the Preaident, Pirat Vice-President, Second Vice- ]
President, Third Vice-President, Fourth Vice-President, Corresponding Secre-
tary, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, Historlen, Parliamentarisn, and all Past
Presidents who are mambera of the Boclety, and six {6) Directors elected from
the membership rolla, The members shall elect two (2) Directors each year at
the annual meeting, and the Directors shall serve for a term of three (3) years.
The Board of Directors shall have control and mansgement of the corporstion's
property - and activities, determine all policles, elact or discipline mewmbers,
and ahall generally supervise the affsirs of the corporation. The Board-of g
Directors shell meet at such time and plsce and upon such notice as may be g

prescribed in the by-laws.

The initial Directors of the corporation and their respective addresses
are as follows:

Mrs. Karl L. Scoct, St. Clsir Springs, Alsbama
HMiss Mary Mays, Peli City, Alabama

Hrs. Joseph R. Crettz, Ashville, Alasbama
Mrs, Ab Crow, Ashville, Alasbame

Mrs. John Savasta, Springville, Alabama
Miss Marie Tuck, Ashville, Alabamg

Mrs. Elma Watson, Ragland, Alabama

Mrs. Cecil Qualls, Steele, Alabama

Mr. Frank Watson, Odenville, Alabama

Mr. Marcus Pearson, Springville, Alabama
Mrs. H. K. Blackmon, Leeds, Alabama

Miss Yera Trammell, Sceele, Alabama

Mrs. W. P. Lamar, Soringviile. Alabama
Mr. Tom Adams, Ragland, Alabama

Misas Sally Inzer, Ashville, Alabama

ARTICLE VI
Memwbership in this corporstion is open to men and women who are interest- E
ed ia promoting learning and knowledge of history. Membership shall be divided |
into four classifications, student, active, centributing and honorary. All mem—%
bers shall have voting rights and each member shall be entitled to one vote on |
each matter submitted to the membership for a vote. Membership dues shall be asé_

fixed in toe Lby--iaws. i
iy

I
?

The office of the said corporation shall be mr Rt. ), Box 241, Springville|
Alabama ~35146; and the registered agent thereat shall be Mrs. Karl L. Scotr.

ARTICLE VII

L

ARTICLE VIil

The names and addresses of the incorporators are as follows:

Mrs., Kar) L. Scott, St. Clair Springs, Alabama
HMiss Mary Mays, Pell City, Alabsma !
Mrs. Juseph R. Creicrz, Ashville, Alabama "

-
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in and around St. Clair County, Alabama; to acquire, hold, improve, prescrve,
develop and restore sites, buildings, residences, or other structures of
historical or architectural interest in and around St. Clair County.

(b} To receive and administer funds and properties of all kinds for
the above purposes and to that end to take and hold by bequest, devise, gift,
purchase, loan or lpase, either absolucely or*in trust, for sakd purpdses or
any of them, any property, real, personal or mixed, without limitacions as to
amount of valur, excepr such limitaticns, Lf any, as may be imposed by law or
by the provisions of these, its articles of jncorporation; to sell, convey,
and dispose of any such property ané ro invest and reinvest the principal
thereof, and to deal with and expend such principal or tncome therefrom for
any of the purposes of the organizationa, either by direct action of the or-
ganization or by means of trusts created by it, without limitation, except
such limitstione, 3¢ anv, as may be centained in the instrument undexr which
such funds or property are recelved) tro receive any property, raal, rorsonal
or mixed, in trust, under the terms of any deed, will, deed of trust, or other
trust instrument for the purposes of the organization, and in administering
the same to carry out the directions and exercise the powers contained in the
inscrument under which che property is received, including the expenditures
of the principal as well as the income for one or more of such purposes, if
authorized or directed in the instrument under which it is recelved; Eo re-
ceive, take title to, hold and use the proceeds and income of real estate,
personal estace, stocks, bonds, obligations -or other securities of any per-
sen or persons, corporation or corporations, domestic or foreipn, for the pur-
poses of the organization; and in general ro exercise such other powers as
the Divcoiors mey 4ol roequlsliie Lo promole Ll geusal put puses wi the v
ganization as are permitted by law to corporations of its class, and to have
all other powers with which such corperations are endowed.

(¢) To conduct campaigns for raising of funds and to accept contribu—
tions from individuals, corporatiens and other bodies, feundations and organ-
izations. It shazll have power to priant, edit, and publish, make, display,
and sel} books, magazines, pictures and slides, as may he necessary or de—
girable for the accomplishment of the purposes of the foundation; to buy,
sell, and generally to deal in appropriate and related souvenirs, curios,
mementos and publications.

(d) TFor the acsomplishmoni 2f its exclusive educatiunal, chdaritable,
scientific, literary and noa-prifit purposes, this corporation shall have
a1l the powers confarred upon non-profit arganizations pursuant o said Act
No. 578, General Acts of 1955, and all such powers as well as all other ve-
levan, powers contained in the laws of the State of Alabama shall exist in
this corporation as fully as if specifically enumerated hereia.

ARTICLE ¥

The man-gement of the corroration shall be vested in the hands of its
active Directors, who shall he elected for a one year term by the members
of the corporation at the annusl me~ting of the foundation. The Joard of
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Mrs. Ab Crow, Ashville, Alabama

Mys. John Savasta, Springville, Alabama
Miszs Marie Tuck, Ashville, Alabama

Mrs. Elmz Watson, Ragland, Alabama

Mrs. Cecil Qualls, Steele, Alabama

Mr. ¥rank Watson, Odenville, Alabama
¥r. Marcus Pearson, .Springville, Alabama
Mrs. H. K. Blackwon, Leeds, Alabama

: Miss Tera Trammell, Steele, Alabama

Mrs. V. P. Lamar, Springville, Alabama
r. Tom Adams, Ragland, Alabama
Miss Sally Inzer, Ashville, Alabama

ARTICLE IX

The corporation, as herein above provided, shall have the power to adopt
by-laus for the regulation of its internal affairs and for all othex purpeses 1
pot inconsistent with the Constirution aud laws of the State of Alabama aund
with these Articles of Incorporation.

l IN WX S WREREDF, we have bhereunto set our hands, this the i3 day
i af A - . 1972

5. Xaxl L. Scott Hr. Frank Watson

QAL

¥r. Marcos Pearsom :

“cl?

¥ies Tcra Tra:well

ms Marie Tuck
P

Mras. Elma Wa*-on

Mre. Ceciil Jualls
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STATE OF ALABAMA IR THE PROBATE COURY
ST.  CLAIR COUNTY

TO: MRS, KARL L. SCOTT, MISS MARY MAYS, MRS. JOSEPE R. CREITZ, MRS. AB CROW,
MRS. JOIN SAVASTA, MISS MARLE TUCK, MRS.. ELMA WATSON, MRS. CECIL QUALLS,
ME. FRANK WATSON, MR. MARCUS PLARSON, MRS. K. K. BLACKMON, MISS TERA
TRAMMELL, MRS. W. F. LAMAR, ME. TOM ADAMS AND MISS SALLY INZER.

WHEREAS, Mrs. Karl L. Scott, Miss Mary Mays, Mrs. Joseph R. Creitz, Mrs.
Ak Crow, Mrs. John Savacta, Miss Marie Tuck, Mrs. Elmes Watson, Mrs. Cecil
Qualls, Mr. Frank Watson, Mr. Marcus Pearson, Mrs. K. K. Blackmen, Hiss Ters
Trammell, irs. W. P. Lamar, Mr. Tom Adams and Miss Sally inzer have filed
thelr certificate in this Court uuder the previsions of the Code of Alabama
authorizing incorporation of acn-profit corpovations; and,

WHEREAS, the said incorporators desire to become a non-profir corporation
to be knowa as "St. Clair Historical Society, Yuc.", and,

WHEREAS, the sald incorperators in all respects complied with the laws

- M e o oy I R -
of thae Otate of Alabaza.

HOW, KNOW ALL MEN that Mrs, Karl L. Scott, Miss Mary Mays, Mrs. Josorh R.
Creitz, Mrs, Ab Crow, Mrs. John Savosta, Miss Marie Tuck, Mrs. Elma Watsan,
Mre. Cecil Qualls, Mr. Frank Watsun, Mr. Mareus Pearson, Mrs. H. K. Blaclzen,
Miss Tera Trammell, Mrs. W, P. Lemar, Mr, Tow Adams, Miss Sally iInzer and thetr
successors are duly organized under the laws of the State of Alabama as a non-
profir body corperate under the name of "Sr. Clair Historical Society, loc.”,
having all the powers, rights and provisions by law authorized to corporaticus
of a non-profir character and as set forth ip the Articles of Incorporation.

IN WITNISS WKEREOF, 1 Shirley Satverfield, Judge of Probate-gf St Clair
County, Alabama, hereunto subscribe my name and atfix the seal;bﬂh@aidﬁofficg' R
te these preseats, this ¢ day of & 4 » 19725, T T '

Sy £
V_\i [ -\
T

BESAR PAAE : Judge of Probate
Stale 6f Afaliinia, §n Clair Caniss ) . N
nlehere‘l;y corlily Gt witidn Inateament s fils o i3 s oft o o pee o sk el e
Ty PR Y - N I?JL&J_QQ.O‘CIWL‘LLL, and focorfold M Reword 0t n L
L ‘ nd egamirred JAMES §: SATTPRFIELD, judge of Fiobate S S —
Sidsipirinirad ORE e B B 3 - .
o L a3
an. B i
Foe lee &N 1- N
S BP Y ’ii_s




BY-LAWS'
OF
ST. CLAIR HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.

ARTICLE }

CORPORATE PURPOSES AND POWERS:

'm L.I ‘The purposes of this corporation are to foster, promote and increase the knowledge of histary
ickisively by ‘presenting to its members and the public in St. Clair County, Alabams, clasaes, lectures,
seiiimars; courses of inatruction and other sctivities. 1t shall be the objectives of the corparatios to promote

“siudy, lesraing, rescarch, ‘I historical sublects. It shall pramote the location, preservation snd restoration
.'d' th:-l sites and arcas; scquire, bold, improve, develop and restore sites, bulldlogs, resldences, or

wihor mress and structures of historical or architectursd interest In St. Clalr County.

The mﬂm shall be operated exclusively for educational, chariteble, and non-profit purposcs as set

“Firth in its Articles of Incorporetion.

_All perpoars of these by-lows sre made subject to all restrictions on corporate purposes, poweis and
ectivities which sre set forth In the charter of corporstion.

NaynnofihemtkmMkdmdmunﬁngunmsmamnlmmwwtelnmy
polltical campaign in behalf of any candidate for public office.

ARTICLE 11

SEC’“ON 2.1 Charter Members. The incorporstors shall be the charter members serving on the Board of
Directors.

SECTION 2.2 Mectings of Members. Regular mectings of members shall be held at such time xod plece as
the Direitors shall from time to time, designate;, and in accordance with the relevant stututory provislons of
‘Alsbams Taw,

SECTION 2.3 Ownership of Assets. None of the members, officers or directors of the corporation shall at
sny time have any intevest io eny money ot cther property belonging 1o the corporation.

ARTICLE 111
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SECTIOM 3.1 The corpotation shall be managed and operated by s Board of Directors as set forth in the
charter of the corparation. Al original members of the Board of Directors shall serve untit May, 1973, and
until the clection and qualification of thelr sacceasors; thereafter, the term of members of the Board of
Directors at large shall be three yesrs, and =Hicers of the Board of Directors shall be one year.

interim vacancles on the Board between annual mectings shall be filled by the active directors subject to
edection of such Intetim sppointees by members of the Soclety st the next regularly scheduled meeting. Ifa
Board member absents himself/herself from threc (3) consecutive Board Mectings without proper cause,
ha/she shall be remaved from the Board.

SECTION 1.2 The annual mecting of the Society and the Board of Directors shall be in May of esch year.

Notite of such annual meeting shall be mailed by the Recording Secretary to each member of the Board of
Direciors st his st known post office address at least seven (7) days prior to the date of such meeting.

8.
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SECTION 1.3 Special meetings of the Board of Directars may be held at such time and place as shell be
Sezignated tn the calt of the meeting, end may be called by the President ot one-fourth of the membery of

‘the Board of Directors st any time. Notices of special meetings of the Board of Directors shall be given by

or under the direction of the Secretary to each member of the Boerd by masil or by telogram, at least five {5)
dayé peier to the date of the meeting.

SECTION 3.4 Motice of special meetings of the Board of Directors shall stete the purpose o object of the
meetings, and sy 2od sl business which may come before wny speciol mesting of the Baard, but sach
ststessent shall be required in notices of the sl meeting and any business may be transected at any
snaugl meeting. The members of the Board of Dircctors may, before or after any meeting of sai¢ Board,
waive ity notice thereof, and, i two-thirdy of the members of the Board ere present in person at any
miecting, the fost that dué notice of the meeting was not given shell not in eny wey affect the validity of the
megting or the business transected at such meeting.

SECTION 1.5 One-half plus one member of the Baard of Directors shali be necessary and sufficient to
coastitute a quorum at &ay meeting of the Board, and & mujority of the members present rasy decide any
question which may come before the mecting. If 8 quorum shatl not be present st any meeting of the Board
of Dizectors, the members present mey adjourn the meeting from time to time without notice other than
sanouncement at the meeting until quorum shefl be present,

ARTICLE 1Y
OFFICERS

SECTION 4.1 The officers of the corporstion shall consist of & President, First Vice-President, Second
Vice-President, Thitd Vice-President,  Fourth Vice-Peesident, Recording Secretary, Corresponding
Secretary, Tresasurer, Historian end Parliamentarian, all of whom shall be members and hodd office until
the following anowal meeting of the corporation and of the Board of Directors, and thereafter untd his
successor shall have been elected and qualified. An officer or ective member of the Board of Directors mey
be removed from office by e two-thirds [%] vote of the Boaxd st any time. Al officers snd members of
thc Board of Directors shall serve without compensstion,

SECTION 4.2 Subject to the authotity and direction of the Board. of Directors, the President shall be the
chief executive officer of the corporstion and shalt have active charge of the affaics of the corporation.

The President shall preside at aft mectings. The President shall sppaint all standing committees and
comlttee chairmen, aod shail be an ex-officio member of all committees.

The President shall make annusl reports ay to the property and essets of the corporation and matters which
affect the interest of the corporation and which may require action. The President shall have such other
tights, powers znd duties to perform as are incidental 1o the office.

SECTION 4.3 The First Vice-President shalf serve i the sbsence of the President and sha!l have all of the
powers and shail pecform ali the dutles of the President. The First Vice-President shall serve a8 Genergl
Chaitman of the Mesabership Committee and to secure names of prespective iscmbers eod their familles to
‘be invited to the general membership of the Society. The First Vice-President shall alse serve g Cheirman
of the Nominating Commitier and shall potify all members of their dues when payable.

SECTION 4.4 The Second Vice-President shall serve a3 Progrem Director. The programs shall be plaoned
and anncunced in advance for particular purposes to stimulate, Incrense and diffuse the knowledge of
hhtnric-:t Ioterest and its lmporiance to the Board of Directors and to the membership of the Soclety,

SECTION 4.5 The Third Vice-President shall serve as General Chalrman of the Activities and Projects and

lhdlmdin.ltemdlntcrprdthcwwkof!hepmjecudaemednmybytheﬁmrdufmuctonmdmc
members of the Society. )

SECTION 4.6 mm%hulﬁcmm-unuchdmﬁtheWanandes&mmlneem
mmmmm‘wﬁﬁﬂudmw.
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SECTION 4.7 The Recording Sedretary shall attend all Board Mectings snd the members’ meetings and
thall keep records of wli such meetinga pnd akall lasue and mail notices, or otherwise givé notice as directed
pursuant fo the By-Laws, of afl meetings of the Board of Directors and of the Soclety; shall be the custodian
of the annual reports and of ali other records of the Society.

SECTION 4.8 The Corresponding Secretary shall have charge of all general cortrespondence from the Board
of Directors snd the Sodety.  The Corresponding Secretsry shall also keep a curtent list of oames,
addresses and telephone numbers of ali membera entitled to vote. In the sbsence of the Recording
Secretary, the Corresponding Secretary shali pexform all the duties of that office.

SECTION 4.9 The Tressurct shall have the custody and care of all money and securitles of the corporation
end shall keep acourate records of alf accounts and of all transactions of the corporation, and shall, as often
as shall be required by the ‘Board of Directors, prepare and certify proper statements of the financial
conditions of the corporstion and of el receipts and dishursements by the corporation. The Treasurer ahall
submit reports st meetings and give annual reports. The Treasurer shall deposit all money and other
valzable effects of the corporation ln the neme and to the credit of the corporation in such depositories as
shal from time 1o time be designated by the Bosrd of Directors and shall be the custodian of the annual
teports and of all other records of the Soclety. The Treasurer shall have charge of the seal of the
corporation and shall attest all instruments in writing to which the seal of the corporation must be affized.

SECTION 4,10 The Historian shell ¥eep records of the happenings of the Soclety and shali keep a
serapboek of newspaper clippings, brochures and other matter published by or ebout the Society. The
Historian shall be in charge of resaacch where a project Is planncd that needs backgronnd data.

SECTION 4.1t The Parfismentstian shall Be present st meetings to see that correct precedures are
followed in i busi He shall advise the President when a matter is out of order, following Robert’s
Hubra of Order,

ARTICLE V
CONTRACTS, CHECKS, DRAFTS, EIC,

SECTION 5.1 All payments in writhng, such as checks, drafte and orders for the payment of funds of the
corporation shall, unless otherwise directed by the Directors, be signed i and on behalf of the corporation
by the President and the seal of the corporetion shell be affized therste and sitested by the Treasurer.

SECTION 5.2 Al checks, deafts anst orders for the payment of funds of the corporation shell, unless
otherwise directed by the Directors, be aigned in the name end on behalf of the corporation by the
Treasurer and either one of two officers designated by the Board.

ARTICLE V1
MEMBERSHIF

SELTION 6.1 Membership shell be open to all persons Interested in the ebjectives of the Society, Alt
members shall have voting rights and cach member in good standing shall be entitied to one vote on cach
matter submitted to the membership for a vote.

SECTION 6.2 Membership shall be divided into four classifications, student, active, contrbuting and
honorary. Honorary members shall be elected by the Board of Directors and shall be Hmited to those who
bave made an outstanding contribution 1o the Society.

SECTION 6.3 Annuat dues shail be payable upon joining the Soctety and are renewable one yesr from date
of payment. Membership dues shafl be fxed from time to time by the Board of Directors and & two-thirds
majority of the membership present.
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SECTION 6.4 Upon failure of xuy member to pay dues a letter shall be sent to the member by the First
Vice-Fresident. Fsilure to pay after due notice shall cause defiguent member to be automatically dropped
from the membership.

ARTICLE V11
AMENDMENTS
SECTION 7.1 The corporation shall have the power to amend by-laws for the regulation of lta lnternal

affeirs and for all other purposes not inconslstent with the Constitution and laws of the State of Alsbama
and with these articles of Incorporation, except that Article 1 hereof shatl not be smended.

SECTION 7.2 The Constitution may be amended or rescinded by & two-thirds [%] mejority vote of the
membership present provided the amendment hes been spproved by the Board of Directors and prior
notice sent to the membership.
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Mr. % Mrs., John T. Aldridge
Route # 1, Box 17%
Springville, AL 25t46
594-5927

Pr. & Mrs., T. Claxteon Alexander
F. D. Box 671
Pell City, AL
228-7178

35125

Mr. % Mrs. L. Murray Alley
752 Montgomery Drive
Birmingham, AL 35213
B71-9948 or 594-76742

Mr. & Mrs. James . Andergon
Route # 2, Box 47-B
Ashvilie, AL 33952
934-7649

Mr. & Mrs. . Doyle Armstrong
Route # 1, Box 4@2

Odenvilie, AL, 33120
£29~5735

Mr. % Mrs, EH. RE. Balcaomb
Route # 1, Box 122
Ashville, AL 359393
394-4245

Mr. &% Mrs. Euel A, Banks
Route # 1, Box 158
Ashville, AL 35352
394-7787

Mr. & Mrs. W. T. Benefield
Wonda Benefield

B3& —~ 9th Qircle North
Pell City, AL 3%S125
338-~3780

Mrs. Linda L. Beverly
E23T Yann's Avenus
Bessemer, AL 25@20
428-1576

Mr. &% Mrs. H. K. Blackmon
530 Mentevallo Road
Leeds, AL 35294

E99~B18

MEMBERSHIF

Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Elake
Route # 1, Box 150
FPell City, AL 35125
884-4214

Mr. % Mrs. Jim Blanchard
Route # 1, Bax 134-0
Ashville, AL 35983
T94-7E049

Mr. % Mrs. Charles B. Braswell
F, D, Box 217

Ashville, AL 2359532

594 -1

Mrs. J. F. Bridges
Route # 2, Box SP@
Trussvilie, AL 35173
BES-459Y

Mr. % Mrg., David Bryant
FRoute # 1, Box 6Q@
Lrapwell, AL 35054
SEE5-5683

Mr, % Mrs., Tracy B. Burger
Route # 1, Box B&~A
Ashville, Al 35953
594-5517

Mrs. Ben Burttram
P. 0. Box 365 .
Steele, AL 35987
5386296

Mr. & Mrs, Fitzhugh A. Burttram
Route # 2, Box 154-C

Ashville, AL 359352

S94-5541

Mrs, K. B. Burttram
Route # 1, Box 83
Springville, AL 35146
$67-2168

Mr. & Mrs. William L. Clapper
4782 Linda Street
Charleston Heights, S.0.
BR3/744-3456

294035




Mr. & Mrs. Christopher E.
Route # 1, Box 264
Steele, AL 25987
wI4-7878

Mrs., Jack Cole

Foute # 2, Box 29
Springvilie, AL 33146
4E7-7893

Mr. & Mrs, Hugh CQort, Jr.
Route # 4, Box 791

Fell City, AL 35125
228-4413

Mrs. Imogene 5. Coupland

128 dWestwaod Street

Odenvilie,
RZ2o~5Z27

Mr. % Mrs.
Route # 1,

Al 30120

Clark

Joseph R. Creitz

Bax 135%

Ashville, AL 359%3

S94-5429

Ms. Marie W. Cromer

Route # 3,
Pell City,
E4B-7463

Mrs. A. B.

Bow 2781
AL 35125

Cr ow

11284 Cloudcrest Prive

Birmingham,
IT1~-3847

AL 3Tz10

Mg, Jo Carole Dawkins
F. U. Box 478
Springville, AL 35146

467 ~6034

Mr. & Mrs.

William .

2@ Seddon Paoint

Peli City,
5843766

AL 33125

Mrs, Virgil P. Edge

Route # 2,
Odenville,
E4D—-6739

Mr. & Mrs.

Box 6%
AL 35120

Richard .

F. 0. Box 183

Pell City,
338-~2165

AL 35125

Eden

Ely

Mr. & Mrs. Dave Evans, .JJr.
Route # %1, Box 1835
Ashville, AL 35953
594-7002

Mr. & Mrs. Will Fink
F. Q. Box S5S&1
fshviile, AL 35953
594953978

Mr. & Mrs. Heorge R. Franklin,
F. 0. Box 484

Fall City, ALK 35125
338-3190

Mr. & Mrs. Calvin 8. Gibson
F. 0. Box 297

Ashville, AL 35353
5947209

Mrs. Jimmige 5. Gray
2021 —- 3rd Avenue MNorth
Pell City, AL 35125
336-Z457

Miss Margaret Green
7 Rhonda Drive
Tuscaloosa, AL 35481

Mre. Howard C. Gunter
Route # 5, Box S@4@
Dneonta, AL 35121
2742698

Ms. Annette B. Hendrix
Route # 6, Box 5570
Fell City, AL 35125
338-7023

My . Rokert B. Heziep, Jr.
194 Ravis Brive
Qdenville, AL 35128
B23-5751

Sgt. Lelas Hitechcox
Route # 2, Box 238

Ragland, AL 35131

47Z-2655

Mr. % Mrs. B. B. Housh
Route # 1, Box 121
Ashville, AL 35953
S94~0ed 14

Sr.




Mr. % Mrs. James E. Ingram
42% 01d Wagon Reoad

Peill City, AL 35125
338-7144

Miss Anna V. Jackson
Route # 1, Box 160
Ashwville, AL 39953
S94-7686

Mr. % Mrs. W. D. Jackson
F18 North 2Hth Street
Pell City, AL 35125
338-7060

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Jester
Route # 1; Box 165
Ashville, AL 35953
5947468

Mrs. Charies H. Jones
112% Main Street
Springville, AL 35146
4677942

Miss Mabel M. Jones

. 0. Buox 202
Springville, Al 35146
467 ~6646

Mrs. SBam Jones

161 Robinson Street
Springviile, AL 20146
4677719

Mr. ¥ Mrs. Frank J. Keaton
10 Montecito Road

San Rafel, €A 2490t
415/453-4144

Pr. Harold D. King

1815 Martin Street, South
FPell City, AL 35123
2843200

Mr. & Mrs. Fred M. Xnapp
4322 Dlympia Brive
Houston, TX 77819
713/822—-0B95%

Mrs. W. P. Lamar

Route # 1, Box B
Springville, At 35146
467 -7418

Mr. & Mrs. Charles B. Lanier
Route # 4, Box S1B8ue

Pl City, AL 35125
338-131%

Mr. &% Mrs. W. Ray Laseter
2927 Caldwell Avenue
Birmingham, AL 35205
4393733

Miss Nioma SGeneva Lee
2018 Third Avenue, Saouth
Pell City, AL 35125
3382388

Mrs. C. Y. Linder
Route # 2, Box 6&4
Dneonta, AL 35121
5892263

Mrs. Judith D. Littlefield
32 Brentwood Avenue
Trussville, AL 339173
ESS-2946

Miss Elizabeth Lonnergan
. 0. Box &4

Ashville, AL 35953
344201 :

Mr. & Mrs. John W. Looney
228 Finley Drive. N. W.
Decatur, AL 35601
3557744

Dr. & Mrs., James H. McClendon,

1200 Jones Road
Springville, AL 35146
4676168

Mr. & Mrs. teon F. McSinnis
P. 0. Box 269

Springville, AL 35146
4676378

Mr. Paul Mapning

F. 0. Box 1@2
Wattsvilile, AL 30182
88403683

Mr. & Mrs. Clay T. Mayfield
Route # 2, Box 103
Ashville, AL 3%95%3
&629-6371




Miss Mary Grminda Mays
2108 Third Avenue, North
Fell City, AL 35125
328-3672

Mrs, Margaret Evans Meinzer
Route # 5, Box 3728

Pell City, AL 35129
328-7122

Mrs. Elvie R. Milam
Route # 5, Box 3720
Fell City, AL 351258
338-7133

Miss Rasemary Morse

2312 Highland Avenue, Apt.
Birmingham, AL 35293
324~7755

Mr. % Mrs. William Mosley
5747 Seddon Shores Drive
Fell City, AL 3512546
338-9776

Ms. Karen Sue Murphy
1590 Highway 23
Springville, AL 33146
A7 -6607

Mr. % Mrs. RE. Seldon 0'Donnell

2417 Dvorak Drive
l.inden, AL 3&748
2935-5677

Mr. & Mrs. Eilly E. Price
F. 0. Box B6@

Ashvilie, AL 395953
S94-4328

Mre. Vivian Qualls
F. 0. Box 4Z6reet

Steele, AL 35387

3386308

Mra. Joseph L. Reddoch
23 teslie Street

Monroeville, AL 36460
743-2798 :

Mr. % Mrs. Jerry D. Rich
67@ Woodgate Civcle
Sunrise, FL 33326
305/28%~7428

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph H. Riker
. O, Box z@2
Epringville, AL 33146
4676646

Mrs. Gloria V. Roberson
F. D. Box 428 o
Pell City, AlL. 35123
B884—1520

Mr. & Mrs. Karl Scott
Route # 1, Box 2431
Springville, AL 35146
4676242

Mrs. J. Ddell Eims
Route # 1, Box 352
Cropuwell, AL 35854
S25-064%

Ms, Robye Sisson
P. 0. Box 117
Ragland, Al. 235131
472-2992

Mrs. Alma Mowery Smith
210R - 3rd Avenue, South
Pell City, AL 35123
338~7248

Mrs. Fred L. B. Smith
Route # 3, Box 390
Odenville, AL 33120
&29-63186

Mr. % Mrs. R. E. Smith
B¥1 First Place, South
Pell City, AL 35125
3389552

Mr. James Brian Snider
Route # 1, Box 1til-A
Odernville, AL 3512@
e40-7617

Misgs F. Virginia Snyder
5012 Norshumberland Drive
Birmingham, AL 33210
YBE—4@26

Mrs. Orr Starnesl Stewart
1881 ~ 2nd Avenue, North
Pell ity, AL 35125
338-2B36
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Mr. Joseph Danie)l Stewart
Route # 2, Box 945

Pell City, AL 35125
3389354

Mrs. €. €. Stine
1212 Cogswell Avenue
Pell City, AL 3525
B3B-2EE2

Mrs. Frances N. Steone
Route # 3, Box 260
Odenville, AL 35120
629-5965

Mr. &% Mrs. Lloyd L. Stone, Jr.
Route # 3, Box 260

Udenville, AL 35120

E29-3965

Mr. & Mrs. M. 5. Sullivan
P. 0. Box 25

Springville, AL 35146
467-9B11

Mr. % Mrs. Moyt Teague
P. O. Box 131
Odenville, AL 33128
BZ9-6205

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Howard Tucker
Route # 1, Bax 177

Cropwell, AL 325054

5255341

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Turner
927 -~ 25th Stveet, North
Pell City, AL 35125
A38-7427

Mr. & Mrs. Emory Austell Vaughan

F. 0. Box 492
Fell City, AL 325125
336-2631

Mr. & Mrs. Joe E. Yoss
P, Q. Bex 513

Fall City, AL 3B125
338~3740

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Waldrop
Route # 1, Box 158

Ashville, AL 39953

594-5923

E i e

Mr, & Mrs. Elmer T. Welch
Route # 1, Box 330-A
Odenvilile, AL 35120
BRI—GG21

Mr. & Mrs., Joseph L. Whitten
P. 0. Box i25

Odenvilla, AL 35120
B29-5575

Mr. & PMrs., Harold Williams
2924 Hastings Road
Birmingham, AL 35223
251~-8100

Mrs. Gillis B. Williams
174} Woodbine Court
RBirmingham, AL 35216
g942-8841

Mrs. Nancy T. Williscn
1010 Riviers Avenue, &. E.
Huntsville, AL 33808z

Mr. & Mrs. J. R, Wilson
Route # Z, Box 101
Ashvilie, AL 25953
S94-5967

Mre & Mrs. Clyde Winter
304 Red Qak Road
Birmingham, AL 35206
B33-37939

Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Wood
BA& Truss Ferry Road
Pell Lity, AL 35125
3383445

Mr. & Mrs. Wallace Wyatt
Route # 2, Box 165-E
Ashville, AL 35953
594-5409

Mr. & Mrs. Richard W, Zeltman
120 Zeltman’'s Hill Road

Pell City, AL 35125
338-2357




Ashville Citizens Excited
About Inzer House

Ashville citizens are excited about
the restoration of one of Ashville’s
best loved landmarks - The John W,
Inzer house, Many who knew and
are related to the Inger family are
willing and ready to have a part jn
the restoration, They hope that
members of the SCV wijl give them
the Opportunity of being involved in

this community effort,

Below is an article written by
Marie Tuck who was at the time

(1975) correspondent for the St
Clair Observer.

When Marie Tuck was Ashville’s
Teporter for the St. Clajr Observer,
on November 6, 1975 she wrote
about the Ashville Bicentennial
Day. Closing her story of the occa-
sion, Marie had thjs to say:

"This correspondent’s own Bicen-
tennial Thought for the Week

Miss Sally V. Inzer’s home here in
Ashville holds more history per
cubic foot (yes, floor, ceiling, walls -
all) than any other Place this side of
the Smithsonian. Ang her generos-
ity in sharing it with those who are
interested in the Preservation of our
historic past is something for which

she should be commended. Hey
home was op the Bicentennial Tou,
on October 27. The crowd came by
bus, in cars, and onp foot, and many
Wwanted to linger - some asked if they
could come individually later.
Assisting Miss Inzer as hostess to
this group for the occasion were

Mrs. Lee Gibbs, Mrs, Bjij Keltner,

Miss Inzer wij long be remen,.
bered for her g€nerousity in sharip g
all that she cajled her own with hep
friends, A Eroup of these friends has
ask permission of the SCV . who
NOW owns the Inzer house - to re.
decorate her (Sally’s) own room,
known as the "green room” in jts
originaj beauty to honor her mem-
ory.

For Sale

1981 Yamaha 750
Only 7,000 miles, $995.00
338-1519 129 p.m,

June 30, 1¢

AT
HOME

SAVE g
HEATING /i

There is a NEW product.
Energy Center, 4 major L
customers---that will cut you
is a FREE 17 minute videg v
uct carries g 100% satisfact
there is no addition,
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kank vou for your letier to us suggesting that we nominate
ska as a land mark to the Alabama Registry of Land Marks

reason fov the slight delay in answering has heen due tg the fact
2 have been busy gethering information on Camp Winnatasks in preparation
for the time we could nominate it te the registry.

Mr. Y. D. Jackson, County Agricultural Agent in St. Clair County, who
is also a member of the 5t. Clatr County Historical Commission, has
served as Chairmarn of a2 committee to gather this data. We now think
we have 1f in complete form and are todsy submitting i1t to you for con=-
sideration. We bhelieve the information is very complete and are wmost
anxious to hear the results of our nomination.

any reason vou were to need an additional information, feel free
her call on Mr. Jackscon or me.

rr 3

toc el

Jith best wishes, I am

FOUrs,

UL~

St.1Clair County
Development Commission
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PELL cITY, May 2051,
Clair County is “growing, going,
and glowing” in every way with
new  prosperily and a hetter
way of living for iis residents,
Probale Judge Hoyt Hamilton
helieves,
And the judge has plenty of
facts and figures to back up his
belief. : ’
Spurred by the creation of
Logan Martin Lake by Ala-
hama Power Co., the county
‘1 is gelling new industry, new
commercial and recreational
facilities, and new residet ial
construction. - programg . all
ovér, especially along - dthe
lake, Jre
The court of county comimis-
sioners has worked with the

State Industrial Development
Board in attracting many new
industries. )

Judge Hamilton pointed out
that National Cabinet Corp. and
Southeastern  Enameling  Co.
have located al Springville,
Cement Ashestos Products Co.,
representing an  investment of

ST A Ay Y e

idasper, hoth U. of A. graduates,
unty residents:
ey'z,jaymg new prosperity:

several million dollars, has Io-
cated af Ragland,

DURING THFE, past six years,
more than $2,211,995 has been
spent  on  highway and road
construction on county rddds.
This does not include  funds
received from Alabama P_O}vier
Co. for replacement of inundat.
ed roads. The road wark has
been financed by county, :state
and federal funds. It includes

bridges, resurfacing, grading,
paving, drainage and other
work. .

A 5,000 foot airstrip is under
construction by the county near
Pell City. Tt will have a paved
runway 4,000 feet long and 80
feet wide. Also being erected
are a utility building and T-type
hangar with a capacity of 12 to
15 aircraft. e

Some  $265,655 has been
spent on remodeling and mod-
ernizing the courthouse ai
Ashville and work at the Pell
City Courthouse. A county
health cenier has heen con-
structed al Pell City al a cost
of 586,742, '
The county hought and instal-
led 22 voling machines,
The present commissioners’
court includes Clude Morrow,
District 1; Turshel Mize, Dis-
trict 2, James B. Walters,
District 1, and Charles Wil-
liams, District 4. County engin-
eer is 1. 5. Pilkington.




