HISTORY OF PELL CITY

1890.  On a blustery March day in 1890 a young man about 29 years of age,
chanced to be en route to Talladega and was to change trains at a place
known as Pell City. The name of Pell City is one of great honor and dis-
tinction coming from the widely known and distinguished Pell family of New
York City. The Mr, Pell was a New York finsncier. The young man was a
guest at the Cornett House operated by J. C, Cornett, the father of Pat

and Hardy., Looking out of his window the next morning the young man was So
impressed with the natural beauty of the countryside and it reminded him so
much of the "Blue Grass" county of Kentucky that he was interested. The
young man was Sumter Cogswell. From that first morning impression was born
the idea of building a town which has been nurtured for over L6 years and
which has become increasingly interesting and dear to the builder of this
city from its swaddling clothes to its present place of importance and value
to St. Clair County,.

Three railroads met in Pell City during that period. There were the Georgia
Pacific, now the Southern Railway System; the E & W, now the Seaboard Air Line,
and a line called the Coosa Valley Railroad, with a line between Pell City and
Talladega, Ala. Cogswell went to Talladega to call on A. J, Savery. When he
reached Talladega, he called on Thomas S. Plowman, president of the First
National Bank who seemed to be in knowledge of the facts sbout the place,
Plowman refused the eager youngster an option on the property which he was
informed could be bought for {70,000, and which consisted in the original
survey of Li00 acres of the choice land.

Alabama was booming. It was a matter of comparative ease to intersst investors
in Alabama properties and soon the buyers of the first L0OO acres organized the
Pell City Iron and Land Co. This concern built the first soil pipe plant in
the Southeast. The plant sprawled all over what is now the principal business
area of Pell City. It built houses and started manufacturing but the panic of
1897 came along and it was not a great while until the little community was

in the throes of a desperate battle for its very life,

1897. The first definite step was taken towards building a town of all North

1901. After negotiating with Mr. Plowman again the Fell City Land Co, holdings
were acquired by Mr, Cogswell for §$3,000 which consisted of the principal acre-
age on which Pell City has been built, With his bride and her two children

the budding city builder reached his future home, Pell City, on September Ty
1901, practically ten years to the day from the time he first gazed out the
window irom the Cornett House on what has become a community of delight to its
population., The new owners stayed at the Cornett House No, 2, the first hotel
having been burned, which was located near the intersection of the three rail-
roads., That second hotel is now the premises occupied by Lee's furniture store,
There was one grocery store in Pell City but Mr, and Mrs, Cogswell, taking no
chances, brought with them perhaps a greater amownt of groceries than the

entire stock of the small store, At that time there was no highways, the
principal artery of travel being the road from Eden to Cropwell to Talladega

and Anniston. Subsequently the leg was straightened out and the Heghway now pro-
vides motorists with a straight line from IZden to Pell City to Anniston,

1902, Losing no time Mr. Cogswell started out to put something over, The
Constitutional Convention provided for the establishment of a court house on
the south side of the mountain in order to accommodate citizens of this section
and eliminate the long trip to Ashville, Pell Gity, through the efforts of its
residents, and others, won the location by 600 votes. Mr, Cogswell donated

to the county Block 26 of the city for the court house and it was built in
1902 remaining as originally constructed until a Federal grant coupled with



funds from St., Clair County resulted in the complete rebuilding and modernization
of that structure. At that time the population of Pell City was precisely L2
persons of whom seven left,

As the court house was being built the Pell City Manufacturing Co. was started,
George W. Pratt came here and he was in touch with the Draper and Howard Bulloch
interests in New England., Pratt was a man of great sales ability and after

some months of negotiations he succeeded in getting the Draper auto-loom

interests and the Howard Bullochs together. And there was begun the construction
of the first saw tooth cotton mill in the South, This was in August, 1902, NMr,
Pratt was in charge and Sumter Cogswell as one of the directors. In the interests
of the town, Mr. Cogswell donated a site of 150 acres to the company containing

a spring with a flow of over 2,000,000 gallons of fine water per day and that
supply is still being used.

The mill brought the first substantial influx of new residents. The company
built homes and started off well., The mill was than and continues to be a big
asset to Pell City and is truly appreciated as a good citizen and neighbor,
The mill was quite successful for in 1917 approximately 750,000 in excess
profit taxes were paid; in 1918 we paid $1,000,000 in excess profit taxes and
in 1919 41,125,000 was paid in excess profit taxes which may be considered a
very substantial tax donation to Uncle Same The plant was capitaliged for
500,000 but its earnings were far, far in excess of its capital but in the
fall of 1919, the property was sold to the Avondale Mills which are the owners
at this time, In 1907, to wevert a bit, it was found expedient to secure the
services of a man skilled in the manufacturing business for while Mr, Pratt
was in many respects a genius, his greatest ability was that of a salesman,

The man selected was Thomas Henry Rennie, who came here in 1907 and remained
here until March, 1936, during which term of office he made an outstanding
success of the Pell City mill as testified to by the best textile experts in
this country and by the earnings cited in the foregoing paragraph, The repu~
tation of denims made here was soon nationwide and little trouble was subse-
quently encountered in selling the local products,

LOCAL BANK FORMED

Realizing the vital part banking facilities play in a growing town, Mr, Cogswell
was interested in founding a bank and it came to pass that the bank of St. Clair
County was organized with Mr. Cogswell as president. The bank was the first
successful bank founded in St. Clair County and was located where the 0ld Ten
Gent Store used to be, The first directors aside from Nr. Cogswell were:

McLane Tilton, E. J. Mouty, Arthur Draper, J, Fall Roberson, J, H, Moore of
Coal City, Frank Holland Lathrop of Riverside, and L. Cooke, In 1912 Wr.
Cogswell was succesded by McLane Tilton during which year the present building
was begun and completed. Tilton was president when the name was changed to the
First National and later due to the disinclination of local officials to obey
resented instructions from John Skelton Williams, Comptpoller of Currency, the
name was changed to the Union State Bank of which Pat Roberson is now president
with Mr, Cogswell remaining as chairman. This bank has weathered every financial
storm that has developed during its more than 35 years of existence. DNot one
penny has ever been lost by a depositor, No run has ever been experienced and
the bank has always met every obligation and is naturally a source of consuming
pride to Mre. Gogswell and his vounger associates.



The first boom of Pell City was in 1888 by a Mr. Pell a New York Financier.
The City was named for him, He built a pipe shop where the swimming pool
is now, but later had to move because of the lack of water. He wanted to
build on the river, but the owner wouldn't sell., So he moved to Anniston.

The second boom ercurred around 1902, with the building of the Pell City
Manufacturing Co, This was organized by A, J, Draper from Mass. He lived
where Mr, I. O. Roberts lives now, Mr. G, W, Pratt was president from 1902
t1ll 1909, In 1909 T. H, Rennie became president. Around 1919, Comer
bought out the Pell City Manufacturing Co. The name was then changed to
Avondale Mills,.

The first hospital was at Avondale Mills, Then it was moved to town, up
over the Rexall Drug Store. Later Dr, &, 4, Martin founded the hospital
which 1s in the same location. Dr, £, 4, Mertin came here as a young man
in 1903 and has been here since,

AVONDALE

Avondale Mills School was built in 1901. It was located at the end of Mulberry
Street. WMiss Ware was principal at that time., It burnt down in 1923, It was
rebuilt in 192L where it now stands, Miss Hoberts is principal now., John
Pratt was foreman carpenter of the building of the Avondale Mills School.

Avondale Mills was built in 1901, C. E. Riley and Uompany built it first as
the Pell City Manufacturing Company, Tt was bought out by Comer in 1919,
George W, Pratt was president at the time for the company., Then Mr, T, H,
Rennie. Now Mr, Clark is agent for the company,

The mill started manufacturing in July 5, 1902. The Avondale Mills houses
started going up in 1901,

At this time three railroads ran through there, The Southern and the East and
Weste

PELL CITY NOW IN 1936

Pell City today is continuing its conservation march towards greater achievement
lying 37 miles east of Birmingham and 28 miles from Anniston., It is traversed
by the main line of the Southern Railway System which operated eight passenger
trains daily east and west through the city with connecting service over the
Seaboard Air Line. The City is near the main 22 inch transmission line of the
Southern Natural Gas Company which carried natural gas from Monroce; La., to
Atlanta, This fuel is available for use in Pell City for manufacturing purposes
when and if needed., The city has also transmission lines of the Alabams Power
Co, which reach out in every direction from Pell City with rural lines with an
abundance of cheap electric energy. There is nearby the Roberson landing field
for airplanes, while hunting ard fishing is close by in sbundance,

Recreational advantages are numerous and extensive while the ¢city surrounded with
agricultural interests which feed into Pell City an increasing large volume of
farm income,

Over 19,000 bales of cotton are produced annually within ten miles of Pell City,
while the county's coal, iron, wood and farm products serve to nrotect Pell City
from eny serious effects of depression vears which has proved so devastating
to other less fortunately situated communities, Situated on a river which is
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Late development in which Mr. Cogswell took his usual leading part was the
construction of a modern sewerage system which was built during the Spring

of 1936 and was accepted by the Mayor at a meeting of the city council,

Monday night, June 1st., This modern system which provides sewerage facilities
for the entire city north of the railroad was built with a Federal grant and
part financed by the city. Tt was expectsd that the debt would be liquidated
over a short period of time from funds secured from a small service fee which
is apparently agreesable to every citizen of Pell City,

WATZR SY STEM

-Du??nr—Gelw -B.—Spears administration beginning 1926 a water system was con=-
structed by the city costing #56,000, The supply came from Dunlap Spring and
was rated 100% in purity by the Health Dept. Everyone was examined and that
ras 3 or L times every year. The water rates to domestic manufacturing con-
sumers is very low, yet the city has been able to liguidate all its bonds when
due and the water system is held to be in excellent financial shape. The wate
system was bullt in 1927,

FIRST FOOTBALL TEAM

The coach of the first football team was Mr, Vester Garrett, He was Just out
from the University of Alabama. He wasn't a teacher nor coach but he took the
job anyway. He wes from Pell City,

The players were Mr, Paul Ellington, Lloyd Stone, Handy Fant, Claud Deason,
Charles Harrington, Marvin Turner, Albert Hawvey, Farl Stine, Mannie Stine,
Orr Starnes, Mr, #d Blair and Mr, Mhit Starnes,

he f rst football game was plaved in 1922- against Telladega in Boy Scout
LQlf Sq They lost their first game 61~O The next game was lost against
Talladega also, The score was 7-0,

The football field was located between where the Pan-Am Service Station and
Highway 78 is now.

ph i



rare in Ala. for an industrial city, this community possesses that among
natural advantages and it is confidently believed with coming of inevitable
river improvements that the proximity of the Coosa River will be of special
value to this city,

SOME OF THE STORES IN PELL CITY AROUND 1925

Kilgroe Gro., owned by 5. D, Kilgroe was located where the Now 5 & 10¢ Store
is now,

Mays and Jones.

Bramlett Furniture Co. owned by the Bramlett brothers and was located on the
way to the Post Office,

Pell City Grammar School (same location)
Rexall Drug Store (same location)

Pell City Bank & Trust owned by a bunch of stock holders but the head was a
Mr, (boke, The bank was located in Mays & Jones Store.

Seaboard Air Line located where the V.F.W. hall is todaya
Southern Railway where the depot is now,

Post Office located where G & H Co, is nowe

Court House

Abbott General Merchandise was where the Moore & Smith and Harmon Hardware Stores
are todaye

Pell City Hardware Co,

Mitnick Clothing Store

Ford Place owned by the King Motor Co, inAmniston.
Willingham ¥uneral Home where Cohen's is now.

Willingham Furniture Store and Willingham Grocery were located where Hoberson's
18 nowe

Fowler's Grocery where the Lewis Grocery and Drug Store are now. It began in
1920 and was bought out by Mr, Lewis in 19L1,

Shockley Grocery where the Jefferson Home Furniturs Co, is.
Saylors Grocery where the Lee Furniture Co. is now.
T

'heater was where the old Ten Cent Store is.

Service Station and Cafe began in 1933,



The information sbout the years of the growth of Pell City was gained from the
book "Pen Sketch of Pell City" by Sumter Cogswell in the Pell City Library. It
was written in 1936,

Also the informetion about the local bank, sewerage and water system was gained
from the same hook., The Avondale report by Jack Walker was received from people
working for the Avondale Mills and Miss Roberts., The report on the first foot-
ball team was received from Mr. Whit Starnes., Stores in Pell City in 1925 and
their owners were given to us by our parents.

Mary Mays

Sara Brown
Joan Wilcox
Jimmie Scott
Daphene Gray
gy Layton
Tessie Hand
Garland Davis
Jack Walker
Martha Bryant
Gene Castleberry
Rosie Lee Todd
James Hannah



¥ PELL CITY

Pell Cify is situated in ghe southeastern part of St. Clair County among
the beautiful mountains and th%;fertile Coosa Valley. The present town of Pell
City is due to the building of}ﬁhree railroads that met in the center of what is now the
business section of the town;.and the vision of foresight of one man, Sumter
Cogswell, who upon seeing the location for the first time, was so impressed with
the beauty of it and the natural advantages possessed by the location that he
immediately began using his talents and his energy toward the promotion of a
modern city.

The May L, 1887, issue of the Southern Aegis carried an item in the local
news-~"Pell City is the name of the new town east of Eden." The June li, issue
of the same paper reported that "on June lst, Articles of Incorporation for the
Pell City Land Company were filed in the office of the probate judge." "A
History of Pell City" states that the first town charter of Pell City was granted
The Pell City Land Company on the 28th day of October, 1887, its incorporators
being John B. Knox, T. S. Plowman, D, M, Rogers, J. A, Savery, John Postell and
Judge JohnW, Inzer. The town site was surveyed, streets were laid out and a few
houses built. During the year 1887 three railroads, The East and West, the Coosa
Valley Railroad and the Southern Railroad built a joint depot, a two story structure
located in Block L3, The East and West Railroad later sold to the famous New York
family of Pells. This is where Pell City derives its name. Later this railroad
became the Seaboard Air Line Railway. This Seaboard line to Pell City from Coal
is in existance no longer, The Talladega and Coosa Valley Railroad Company was ex-
tended from Renfroe to Pell City in 1887 making the length 26.9 miles. The first
8 miles of road were built by Rogers and Franks, lumber dealers and it was managed
by D. M. Rogers for years,

On October 1, 1890, it was merged into the Birmingham and Atlantic Railroad
Company., Between 1886 and 1899 many short branches were built to ore beds. The
short road was built primarily for the hauling of lumber, but when the Tblladega

Furnace was erected, it became the road most used for hauling iron ore.
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The late Mr, John Fang of Cropwell would often enjoy telling about the train
falling in the Coosa River. The railroad crossed the river at Stemley on a wooden
bridge, which at one time colla%sed under a loaded train, and would have proved a
horrible tragedy if a colored porter, Jordan Cranford, and the conductor, Mr. Harry
Fleetwood had not saved the lives of the passengers. Jordan Cranford dived under
the water and pulled out every passenger, handing them to Mr., Fleetwood and his
brother, Julian, who stood on the top of the car, which was not submerged.

The bridge was repaired, but not considered safe for some time. For months,
the engineer, Henry Sims, put on only enough steam to transport the train across
the bridge; he and the passengers would walk across the bridge, and the fireman
would start the engine, jump off, and the engineer would catch it as it reached
the other side. On one occasion, the engineer failed to catch the engine and it
proceeded for some miles on its own. A new bridge was built and transportation
became safe again.

After the lumber mills at Renfroe and the furnaces in Talladega ceased operations,
the road was no longer needed, ard the right of way was sold in individuals.

This little road was the most convenient mode of travel from Tzlladega to
Birmingham and Atlanta, since it made commection with the A.G.S. at Pell City.

General John B, Gordon was made President of a prospective railroad, The
Georgia Pacific, which was to extend from Atlanta, Ga. to Texarkanna, Ark.in 1881,
It was finally built from Atlanta with a terminus at Greenville, Miss. The road
was thrown into bankruptcy and was purchased August 18, 188k, at foreclosure, by
the Southern Railway Company, This is the only railway that touches Pell City at
the present time (1972).

Mr. Leroy Truitt has often told that the first freight this railroad brought
out from Birmingham was his Mother's and Father's wedding furniture. It was bought
from M. H. B, Guy who had a large department store located at Eden. Mr. Leroy's
parents were Elijah and Lula Hindsman Truitt.

At the time the railroad station was built in Pell City, the only other build-

ing in town was the Cornett Hotel, located where the old home o« R, C. Gravette now



stands. The hotel was ope;éted by Mr. J. C. Cornett, féiher of Hardy, Paf, Dill
and G, P, Cornett. This hotel later burned.

All of the first incorporators of Pell City lived in Talladega at the time of
the first charter except John Postell and Judge John W, Inzer.

JOHN B. KNOX was born in Talladega on February 16th, 1857. He studied law in
the office of Judge John T, Heflin, and was admitted to the Bar in Talladega in 1878.
He first practiced law in partnship with Frank W, Bowden, but moved to 4nniston in
December, 1888. However, he continued his legal connection in Talladega until he
died.

THOMAS S. PLOWMAN was the son of George Paris Plowman who was born on July 8th,
1808 in Brunscome Co., N. C, and moved to Talladega in 1833, where he served as Judge
of Probate two terms. He had two sons who became prominently connected with civic
affairs of Talladega. George H, Plowman, served as mayor, at some time during the
war, but later moved to Texas. Thomas S, Plowman lived in Talladega all of his life,
In 1889 he was Sales Agent for the Loan and Improvement Co. of Talladega. At one

time he was president of the Bank of Talladega and served the district one term

in the United States House of Repfesentatives, 1897-99.

D, M. ROGERS was manager of the Coosa Valley Railroad Company,

A. J. SAVARY. In 1886, Mr. Savery established a new wagon-yard in Talladega.
This was the most commodious and convenient wagon-yard which had been established
in Talladega. He built a handsome home in Talladega in 1886. In 1888, The First
National Bank of Talladega was established and Mr, Savery was on the Board of Dir-
ectors along with T. S. Plowman and John B, XKnox. Mr., Savery was the gentleman
Mr. Cogswell was going to call on when he made his first trip through Pell City.,

JUDGE JOHN WASHINGTON INZER, who along with John Postell is credited with
having named Pell City after George H. Pell., He was attonw for the East and West
Railroad and was one of the most outstanding men that St. Clair County has ever:

known, He will be discussed in other parts of this book,



JOHN POSTELL was a Captain in the Confederate Army and a very close friend of

Judge John W. Inzer. He was a railrosd builder and was chief engineer who built

a large part of the Flager Railroad system of Florida. He was general manager

for the East and West railroad when it was built in Pell City in 1887. He was
married to the former Lucinda Katherine Hudson who wss very talented and distin-
guished person., She traveled extensively in this county and in Europe and was
presented at the Court of St. James. Thirty-six years after Pell City was named --
Katie Hudson Postell's name sake came to reside in Pell City. In Januery, 1923,
Katie Hudson Miller Eatman, with her two daughters, joined her husband, Thomas N,
Eatman, who was cotton grader and buyer for Avondsle Mills., Mrs. Eatmen was kinder-
garden teacher for Avondale Mills for fourteen years and was active in school, church
and welfare work in Pell City,

In Merch, 1890, Mr. Sumter Cogswell, at the age of 29, chancéd to be én route
to Talladega and was to change trains in Pell City. He was a guest at the Cornett
House for the night. Looking out of his window the next morning he was so impressed
with the natural beauty of the countryside, which reminded him so much of the "Blue
Grass" country of Kentucky, that he was interested in the place. At this time, Mr,
Cogswell was in the employment of the Home Life Insurance Company as General Agent,
and was on his way to Tzlladega to call on A, J. Savery and esteblish an agency for
the company there,

Being so impressed with the location of Pell City, for a town site, he asked
who the town belonged to and was told that he was to see Mr, Tom Plowman in Talladega.
Yr, Plowman informed him that the town belonged to Pell City Land Company, of which
he, Mr, Plowman, was president, Mr., Cogswell secured the property and sold the Pell
City Land Company to the Pell City Iron and Land Company of which Milford W, Howard,
J. H. Barr, T. S, Plowmen, G. N, Henderson and Géneral Wilder incorporated, They
peid $50,000 for LOO acres of land, The Pell City Iron and Land Company had the
town re-surveyed, streets laid out and several houses built.

The earliest records that can be found to date are the Probate Minutes that

begin in 188, which indicate that the Town of Pell City was officially incorporated



on May 6, 1891, A year earlier, in 1890, Sumter Cogswell had been instrumentel

in The Pell City Land and Iron Company acquiring the holdings of the Pell City Land
Company. Also from the "Report of Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court
of Alabama during the November Term, 1908-1909" by Lawrence H, Lee, Supreme Court
Reporter, Vol, 157, printed in Montgomery, Alabama by The Brown Printing Co.,
Printers and Binders, 1909. It states "The town was organized on the 6th day of
May, 1891, under title 1h, c.l of the Code of 1886...

The Pell City Iron and Land Company was instrumental in bringing to Pell City,
the Hercules Pipe Company, the first soil pipe plant to be erected in the South.,

W. L. Singleton, early citizen of Pell City, worked for this pipe shop soon
after it was removed to Anniston., Mr, Singleton was a carpenter on the Pell City
Manufacturing Co. when it was being built in 1902, He was married to the former
Lucy Hindsman. Three of their daughters, Eva Singleton Harvey, Arvilla S, Mungall
and Savannah S, Williams are life long residents of the town.,

At this time, the young city seemed to be on a prosperity basis., W. G. Evans
was elected the first mayor. A store was being operated by a Mr, Lindsey on the
corner of 20th Street and First Avenue South. Later when Pell City was quite young,
Jesse Williamson ran a blacksmith shop on this same spot. Mr, Williamson was married
to the former Elsie Sides of Cropwell., Their daughter Jesse Williamson Armstrong
related when she was a little girl she would ride the B & A train to Cropwell to
spend the weekend with her Grandmother and Grandfather Sides. The fare to Cropwell
cost her a "nickel"., The Post Office was located at the rear of where the Pell
City Drug Company now stands. A Mr, Flanders was the proprietor of a saloon,

On February 27, 1900, Sumter Cogswell married Mrs, Lydia Elizabeth DeGaris of
Memohis, Tenn. She had two small sons, Jack and Julian,by her former husband., In
the spring of 1900, the Cogswells moved to Atlanta, Ga,

Over the past ten years, Mr, Cogswell had heard of the growth of Pell City but
did not know how disastrously the panic had affects its fortunes., In passing
through Pell City in 1901, Mr. Cogswell naturally looked from phe window of the

train to see what progress had been made in the place had had sold ten years before,



He was surprised to see the town, for in the panic of 1893-94-95, the Pell City
Iron and Land Company was forced into receivership as was the Hercules Pipe Co,
The pipe shop was removed to Anniston, Alabama, which city now enjoys the repu-
tation of being the largest center for soil pipe manufacturing in the world,

Upon arrival in Atlanta, he communicated with Mr., Plowman and asked what was
the matter with the town, Mr., Plowman replied ﬁelling him of the towns misfortune
and its ups and downs, and also said the town was for sale., WMr. Cogswell decided
to buy. The price being arranged upon, $3,000, the deeds were sent to the Atlanta
National Bank for examination to title, Before payment, M. M, Smith and Judge
Herring of Ashville, Alabama, examined the deeds and pronounced them good, MNr,
Cogswell then paid for, and secured the title to the town site, with the exception
of holdings of the Hercules Pipe Company which included 50 acres of land, for which
a young lawyer named Louis J. Brandies of Boston was trustee. Mr. Brandies later
became an Associate Justice of the U, S. Supreme Court., Later in 1902, Mr, Cogs-
well purchased from Justice Brandies the 50 acres of the Hercules holdings,

Quotes from "Memories of Pell City Early Days" by a Pioneer Citizen:

Reading the PEN PICTURES OF PELL CITY brings to/$:%ories of years gone by.

T went to Pell City in March 1901 as night operator, my first job, to say I was
scared and nervous don't explain my feelings at all., I got $L0,00 per month for
30 and 31 nights. I got board at the Cornett and Hazelwood Hotel for $10,00 per
month and it was good grub and a fine room in the northwest corner of what was
known as the Maxwell Building,

Mrs, Cameron‘ran a boarding house in same building up stairs., At that time,
Mrs. Spears had the Post Office in a room down stairs. Mr. W. W. Zellner had a
small grocery store in building now known as Pell City Grocery Co, operated by
James Ingram. That was the entire business of Pell City when I went there in 1901,
I will now give the population of Pell City in 1901:

Mr. and Mrs, H. A, Cornett

Mr, and Mrs, J. Z, Hazelwood

Mrs., Cameron and daughter Lizzie

Mr, and Mrs. W, W, Zellner

Col. and Mrs. Spears, three daughters, Misses Hortense, Ellen and Pratt. They

were the only young ladies of the city,
Mr, S. D. Kilgroe, Agent Southern, E & W, and B & A Railroads and his family,



(Including Randall who was a small but smart kid, He could telegraph when
Just tall enough to stand at table and reach the key.)

Joe H. Willingham, Clerk for the 3 railroads, and one of my best friends,

In those days, salesmen could come to Pell City with large trunks and work the
county in hacks. Cornett and Hazelwood operated a livery stable, Lawsey Stﬁart
and Austih Hazelwood were their drivers, Now I will give you the list of colored
‘that I knéw.

Sam Hamby wasAemployed as porter at depot

BibbCastleberry was flunky at hotel

Allen can't remember his name was cook at hotel.

I think that is all of our colored that was atvPell City when I went there,

T think I am correct as to nemes of people there in 1901. If not, just lay

it to my memory or to an old man 71; as you will learn as years go by; you forget,

I shall never forget the day Mr. Cogswell moved to Pell City. Life was very dull

to me as I worked and slept days, would get up about 2:00 P.M., no place to go, only
to depot, and hand out until supper time. All we got to see was the E & Wand B & A
come in with their passengers, then the Southern trains, The day Mr., Cogswell un -
loaded his household goods, it was a sight to me. They unloaded one bay horse, one
surry, which amused me very much as it was the first buggy I had ever seen with
fringe around the top and the first one to come to this country, one bird dog, white
and brown, named Jack or Dan, I can't recall which, and several loéds of héusehold
goods. Jack and Julian were small boys, I remember, a boy Slator(sic) (Mr. Cogswall's
son was named Righter)........ .

There are many things happened in Pell while T worksd there that comes to me
at times though think I have stated enough,

This is for Elizabeth Cogswell Starnes, of my past days while working at Pell
City. I hope she will enjoy reading when her mature days come,

TomiSs Coleman, Sept. 8th, 1950,
Mr, Colemens' home was at Riverside. He and Mrs. Coleman were parents of Charles,
Mildred, Thomas and W. A. (Bill) Coleman,
After the Cogswells moved to Pell City they had three daughters, Isabelle,

who married Dean Davis of Lincoln, Ala., Elizabeth, who married Orr Starnes, and

Mary, who married Charles Balor,



Mr. and Mrs, W. W. Wooster Zellner had a daughter, Dorothy, who died in her
teens, After Mr, Zellner's death, "Aunt Edie" ran a boarding house, and if you
had never eaten at Aunt Edie's you had mssed a treat for she served sumptuous
meals., She was a second mother to her many nieces and hephews,

Soloman Davis Kilgroe, 1861-1931, was a charter member of the First Baptist
Church, a Democrat and a leader in business and political affairs, a city council-
man, farmer, school teacher, railroad agent, bank director, cotton buyer and gene-
ral merchandise merchant, specializing in furnishing farmers there supplies to
enable them to make a crop. At the time of his death he owned and operated 19
small farms, He was a leader in this area in encouraging people to own their
own homes., His strong feeling in this prompted him to build each of his daughters
(6) a home and give each of his sons (3) business oroperty. His son, J.%. Kilgroe
and grand sons, S. E. Kilgroe and Sol Mongold are present citizens of Pell City.

Joe Willingham wes a brother of Mrs. Kilgroe and lived in the Kilgroe home at
this time (1901). He was married to the former Cannelia Johnson and their children
were Joseph H., William R,, Wasson S., Martha C. and Kathryn i,

287 N. E, 96th Street

Miami Shores, Florida

February 16, 1972
Dear Mrs, Gray:

Your letter of February 9th, asking for information about my father, to
include in Mrs. Crow's chapter on Pell City, has been received. I am happy to
furnish the following information as your reouested:

COLONEL NAPOLEON BONAPARTE SPEARS
Born at Pickville, Tennessee, December 6, 1848, Son of General James Gallant
Spears., Educated at Emory and Henry College at Emory, Virginia. Admitted to the
bar in Tennessee at the age of 21 and at the same age was elected to the Tennessee
legislature, Moved in Alabama in 1889 (approx,) Practiced law in Alabama until
several years before his death on June 29, 1928, Member of the Alabams Legisksture
for several terms and wes a member of the Constitutionsl Convention which adopted

Alabama's present constitution. During his service in the Alabama legislature



he introduced the legislation which provided for the establishment of a county
courthouse in Pell City,

Colonel Spears! father, James Gallant Spears, was a General in the United
States Army and a2 lawyer, Colonel Spears married Florence Eugenia Mitchell,

T know nothing about a log cabin, T, myself, wés born in the house where the
Cogswells lived. We moved from that house to the south part of town.

Golonel Spears also served as Mayor of Pell City but I don't remember the
dates., I am sure this information is availsble in the recérds.

You mention that your fatharsin-law was Mr, C. D, Gray. My father held him
in the highest regard and we all thought so much of all of the Grays,

Sincerely yours,
(Miss) Pratt Spears
(Sister of the late
Hortense Spears)

Mr, Clyde W. Ennis, in his "4 Pen Picture of Pell City and Sumter Cogswell",
(June 1936) states that when Mr. Cogswell moved his family to Pzll City on Septem-
ber 7, 1901, the population of Pell City was L2 persons of whom seven left., Wr,
Cogswell and his family made five so the net loss was only two persons making the
census figure definitely LO persons, At that time thé town had grown up in weeds
and shrubbery. There was not a county road leading into ér out of the town in any
direction, There was nothing for the new owner to do, except promote some industry,
which was the Pell City Manufacturing Company. (Mr. Ennis was the publisher of the
St. Clair Times in the 1930s)

The Pell City News published an article in their Jenuary 25, 1951 issue which
the following is quoted from: /

EARLY LIFE OF PELL GITY 4S TOLD BY A PIONEER by Beys D, Cather, Sr, (Editor's
Zxplanation .. the following is a fine description and histroical sketch of the
early life of Pell City. It was written by Bays D. Cather, Sr., a real pioneer

of our town., Mr, Cather is at éresent publisher of the Denia Press, Denia, Florida,

He married here during the early part of the century, his entire family was born

here and most of them lived out their early lives here. He was for many years



-publisher of The Pell City Hews, (also known by the names of the Coosa Valleyan
and The Pell<City Progress) was postmaster for two terms, was in the mercantile
business aqd at one time oﬁned and operated the local theatre,)

Anfthing that has to do with Pell City interests me very much even if T have
no further financial interests in the fine community, Mrs, Cather (the former
Daisy Kilgroe_of Sedden) and T moved to Pell City about the same time -- January
1902, and in January Pell City was the remains of the old boom of the early 1890s,

The first newspaper in Pell City was the Pell City Echo, started by W.VS.
Griffith, T think the old Pell City Land Company must have héd some interest
in the Echo becanse it ran a few page advertisements in which it referred to Pell
City as the "Hub of the South," The three railroads wefe here then and they must
have gotten that idea of the "Hub" from that fact...

1902 was a dry year .,., Farmers were verv much worried. Some of them sold
out and moved to Texas, Arkansas and Oklahoma., The Pell City Court House and the
Cotton Mill were built during that year,

Spending nearly a million dollars for labor and material suéh a dry time as
1902 seemed like manna falling from heaven to many people, The méih stockholders
in the mill originally built were C. E. Riley & Co,, of Boston and the Drapers of
Boston and Pawtuckett, Draper looms were installed in the weave room., C. E, Riley
& Company were Boston brokers and shippers of cotton goods to most all parts of the
world,

But in the late summer of 1902 the Seaboard Air Tine Railroad, having purchased
the East & West Railroad, tied it into Atlantz and Coal City and Ragland it was
extended to Firmingham., It pierced the Black Creek Coal fields near Margaret and
Acmar, and somewhere between Goal City and Odenville a2 tunnel was being drilled
through the mountain that made two couri houses necessary in St. Clair County
in those days,

There were many contractors in charge of different sections of the new rail-
road, but the John Blair Macafee Company of Philadelphia, had the contract for the

tunnel, They shipped much of their material to Cook Springs and had it hauled in



wagons across the Bald Rock Mountain and other hills to the site of the tunnel.

I remember watching them move several "dinkey™ engines across those mountains,.
There were also some drag lines., All these were too heavy for the roads of that
day, so the dinkeys and other heavy rolling machinery were tracked over. That is,
small sections of track with steel rails were laid and when the machinery reached
the end of the laid track, men were taking up the back end of the track and re-
laying it in front of the moving machines, Thus this slow method was being used
on several engines and shovels,

Some of the high explosives used in blasting were shipped to Pell City Southern
depot and transferred in wagons to the new railroad right-of-way. Those were busy
days. Building a cotton mill, a new court house and a new railroad 21l the same
year,

One day in Novembsar the depot had a large shipment of dynamite and several kegs
of powder for the contractors on the railroad., That night the depot caught fire
after midnight and then it happened} Many people did not know about the explosives
until one of the railroad men yelled out tha£ there were sixty cases of dymamite
inside,

Jack Hall, who owned a "hop fack" stand in town didn't hear the warning. He
was trying to move a new sewing machine out when the explosion followed. He was
instantly killed,

Tom Whitefield, a black mason who was working on the walls of the new mill,
was near the fire and was instantly killed. He was a resident of Cedartown, Georgia,

A railroad engine was on the track and had just moved some freight cars from
near the fire. One of the crew was struck by a piece of timber end-wisg.and it
went nearly through his chest, I do not remember if he lived. The Railrozad Company
took him to their hospifal in Birmingham, Col, N, B, Spears was struck by a piece
of crockery and spent several weeks in a hospital. (Mr., Tom Coleman wrote "T shall
never forget the remark Col. Spears made, he had one of his arms broken, said a jug
of whiskey hit him. He said he had quit whiskey several years ago and néw whiskey

would not let him alone,")



Doc Crowley who was running a drug store at the time, was injured in the
chest and came near dying. But he partly recovered but never regained full
strength,

(Joe Willingham was aslpee in his bed several blocks away. It knocked all
of the plaster on the ceiling down on him and woke him up. All of the canned goods
was knocked off the shelves in S, D, Kilgroe's store,)

The Cornett Hotel was partly wrecked,

Most of the glass windows in the old Maxwell brick building were blown out.
The Old Maxwell Building was one of the relics of the first boom in the early
nineties, There were several of these o0ld buildings left and some of the others
may still be standing. The two story building across from the Dycus home is the
old Green Evans Home. (Said to be the oldest house in Pell City located at the
corner of 21st Street and 2nd Avenue North. Is now owned by VMrs, Ann Riser, was
also known as the Ragland and later the Eatman home.) It is said that part of
town was once a part of a farm that Evans lived on., He was the father of Mrs,
Ella Miller whose daughter is Mrs. Willie Mee‘Yarbrough now 1living in the old
Miller home which was another left over building from the nineties. The Dycus
home was also left over from the old boom., (0Old residences of Pell City know
this as the Aunt Jane Jordan house,)

There was a hole big enough to hid the court house in, on the depot site
after this explosion. Flying burning timbers were falling all over the town and
several houses caught fire on their roofs. These were guickly extinguished, however,

One of the railroad engines backed up to Seddon depot and the crew tried to
get Dr. Crump to come down and teat the wounded. Dr. Crump was out on a case and
could not be reached, However, Dr. J. T. Brown of Riverside, Dr. Turner of Crop-
well, Dr. Laney of Eden and a few others whose names I camnot now recall were
soon on the grounds and later the railroad doctors came up from Birminghem to help
out the wounded,

Dr. R. A, Martin came to Pell City in 1902 or 1903. He was the family doctor

for each of my four children,



With regards and good wishes for you, the Pell City News and to all the
people of St. Clair County, I am
Yours sincerely
Bays D, Cather, Sr,
COURT HOUSE

& branch county set was created in Pell City under Ordinance of the Constitu~
tional Convention of Alabama held in Montgomery in the year 1901, The Ordinance
No, 390 provided for the erection of a courthouse and jail. An election was held
on January 6, 1902, to determine whether the courthouse should be located in Pell
City, Eden, Coal City, or Riverside; and after 2 heated campaign, Pell City won
by about 600 majority. The 1906 ediction of "Maury's Manual of Geography" gives
the census of these towns in 1900 as: Pell City 98, Eden 177, Coal City 509, and
Riverside 300, On January 22, 1902 this site, Block 26, was secured from the Pell
City Realty Company. The home of Probate Judge Abner'Lacey was located on this
present court house site, It is said was a iog house. On February 13, 1902, the
Court of County Commissioners voted to issue bonds in the amount of $10,000, How-
ever, on August 13, 1902, this order was revoked and W, 5. Forman, Judge of Pro-
bate at that time, was authorized to borrow money himself in the amount of $9,000,
the rate of interest to be 6%. Then on September 30, 1902, Judge Forman borrowed
$9,000.,00 from the following individuals in the county: Mrs. Bert McLaughlin
Forney $2,200,00; Miss Bertie Lee McClendon (later lrs. Pat Roberson) $1,300,00;
Mr. J. L. Herring %2,500.00; and J. P. Phillips $3,000.00.

The total cost of the old courthouse and jail was £9,038,12 and W, S. Forman
as Probate Judge filed a claim with the Commissioners Court for the $38.12 which
he paid out in excess of the original planned cost of the courthouse,

The architect was W, Chamberlain and Company and they were paid for their
service a total of $321.8L4. The contractor on the building was Robert P, Manley.
The building was accepted by the County on the 13th day of March, 1903,

The first Grand Jury in the Southern Judicial Division of St., Clair County at

Pell City, Alabama was organized shortly after the courthouse was finished. Names



of the Jurors were:

Thos, D. Courson
Wm. Murrick

W. J. Smith

Sumter Cogswell, foreman
John ¥, Moore

J. H., North

S. J. Hare

N. A. Butterworth
Jde Wo Abercrombie
J. R. Rowland

Jas. Frank Harmon
R. A. Greene

L, A, Bradford

D. R. Griffith

We Co Alverson

Jo E. North, baliff
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Soon after the court house at Pell City was finished and sessions of court

were in full swing, a certain Clique of citizens in the northern section of the
county charged that it was unconstitutional to have two sets of court in one
county, Some of the citizens of the northern section of the county want before the
State Legislature and asked that the sessions of the county and circuit court at
Pell City be discontinued. The Legislature abolished the court here and the State
Supreme Court upheld their decision., The court was abolished in 1905 when Judge
John Pelham was the Circuit Judge and J. L, North was sheriff. The abolishment of
the court here was of course, a serious setback to the young town. Business felt a
sharp decline., The pride of the citizens was hurt. Showing a spirit of their piéc
neering ancestors, the people of the southern section of the county set to work to
have the sessions of the circuit and county court re-established at Pell City. The
campaign waxed warm., The people of the northern section endemvored to prove that
the re-establishment of the court here was too expensive to the people of the county,
although the docket was so crowded that lawyers, witnesses, judges, peace officers,
and anyone attending court from this side of the mountain was forced to make the trip
to Ashville for several terms of court before their case finally came before the Judge
and Jurors. In those days this was quite a trip, With the only means of travel going

to Ashville one had to make the trip over the mountain (Backbond Mountain), or going

by train, had to make the trip by the way of Birmingham and Whitney,



John W. Moore of Pell City announced himself as a candidate for the State
Legislature from St. Claif County and pledged himself to vote to have the State
Constitution amended so that the branch court at Pell City would be legal, Ed
Hamner of Attalla, Alabama, announced himself as a candidate for the State Senate
on the same platform. The election was held in November 1906, and JohnW. Moore
and Ed Hamnerrwere elected to the Legislature and Senate respectively. The Legis-
lature and Senate of Alabama met in January 1907 and the Constitution of the State
was amended, making branch courts legal., The municipal code of 1907 was enacted
by this session of the State Senate and Legislature, and was adopted by the town
council.of Pell City in 1908, After the re-establishment of the court here, Pell
City began its real development,

In the early 1950's, it became evident that the old court house at Pell City
was inadequate and had deteriorated to such an extent that a new building became
necessary. Martin J, Lide‘of Birmingham, Alabama, was the architect. He was
permitted to use the best design and the finest materials obtainable. Bids were
received in September, 195k, aﬁd R. P, Henderson and Son of Pell City, Alabama,
were low bidders and the contract was awarded in December 195k.

The‘cost of the building together with the allied improvements was approxi-
mately $625,000. The building was financed locally without any government or state
aid and without increasing any existing taxes,

The courthouse was dedicated March 3, 1956, The Court of County Commissioners
of St; Clair County at this time were:

M, W. Forman, Judge of Probate
E. N. Peace

W. H, Hess

W, A, Coleman

W, D. Wilkings

Virginia B, Luker, Clerk

Master of Ceremonies at the dedicatory program was Pat Roberson, Circuit Judge
Frank B, Embry introduced the main speaker, Governor James E. Folson,

In 1902, Mr. Cogswell donated 150 acres of land and a spring to the Pell City

- Manufacturing Company and with the assistance of George W, Pratt, who was in touch



with Draper auto-loom interests and Howard Bullock in New England, succeeded in
getting them together. Construction of the first saw-tooth cotton mill in the
South was begun with the cornerstone of the mill being laid in August, 1902, Upon
its completion in 1903, about 1,500 more inhabitants moved to town,

The town was now coming into its own. The first school was taught in a building
located in the block where the present city hall is located. It is said the school
house was made of logs., Miss Dadie Griffith was the teacher. Col. N. B. Spears,
Mayors of Pell City, re-organized the council by election of aldermen., He was
followed in 1902 by W. J. Purdy, who served until 1903, and in turn, Mr. furdy
was followed by Sumter Cogswell who served in 1903-1904. Other mayors of Pell
City were as follows: T. S. Milsap, George W. Pratt, W. A, Starnes, Chérlie P.

Pratt in that order until 191L, We then had the following:

E. A, Thompson 1914-1920

Frank B, Embry 1920-1922

Dr. J. 0* Gray 1922-1924

Frank B. Embry 19211-1926

Sumter Cogswell 1926-19L);

W. T. Starnes 19441952

Joe Kilgroe 1952-1960

Sam F. Burt 1960-196L

Otis Perry 196h-August 10, 1970
Joe W, Kilgroe Aug. 10, 1970 - August 27, 1971
Raymond F, Cox August 27, 1971

In 1903 Sumter Cogswell, E, J. Mautz and McLane Tilton realizing the vital part
a bank plays in the development of a community were interested in the founding of a
bank in Pell City. As a result, the Bank of St. Clair County was organized. It was
the first bank to be established in St. Clair County., Sumter Cogswell, McLane Tilton,
E. J. Mautz, Arthur Drapér, J. Fall Roberson, Sr., J. H. Moore, Frank H. Lathrop and
L. Cook were its original directors. The officers for the bank were: Sumter Cogswell,
President; Frank H. Lathrop, Vice-President; McLane Tilton and J. Mantz, chasiers.
In 1910, a charter was obtained and the bank became the First National Bank of Pell
City. 1In 1918 the name of the bank was changed to the Union State Bank and has
operated under that name until the present.day.

The Union StateBank has weathered every financial storm that has developed



since its beginning including the disastrous financial collapse of 1929 to 1932,

In 1910, Mr. R. L. Cook built the Pell City Bank and Trust Building, located
on the southwest corner of Cogswell Avenue and 19th Street, and established the
Pell City Bank and Trust., This bank was not as lucky as the Union State Bank for
when the financial collapse came the bank had to close its doors,

In 1903, Dr. R. A, Martin, a young physician, came to Pell City to make his
home and begin the general practice of medicine. Dr. Martin was instrumental in
the promotion of several sub-divisions and was one of Pell City's most public
spirited and leading ditizens, contributing much to the welfare and the upbuilding
of the town. He established the Pell City Infirmary and the Pell City Drug Company.
The drug store is now being operated by his daughter, Mrs., Ben Kincaid., Dr, R. A.
and "Miss Mary" were the parents of two children Joh and Mary Ruth,

Soon after Dr. R. A.-Martin came to Pell City his younger brother, Claude,
finished dental school and joined him here, Dr. Claude was also a public spirited
citizen and contributed much to the growth of the town; for many years he was on
the city council and an active Mason. Dr, Claude and "Miss Prezzie" had two daughters
Madeline and Louise,

The June 5, 190L issue of the Birmingham Age-Herald states these facts about
Pell City:

"The city government consists of T. S, Milsap, mayor, and Councilmen A, T,
LeFils, H., A, Cornett, Sumter Cogswell, S, D. Kilgroe and W. A. Starnes.

| "The town enjoys an excellent school system, free nine months in the year,
Prof. R, E. Cooley is the superintendent and the trustees are T. S. Milsap, presi-
dent; George W. Pratt, Van Walker, McClain Tilton and Junius L. North, Besides
this public school the cotton mill company furnish and sustain a splendid school on
the hill near the mill,

"George W; Pratt, bresident of the mill, is deeply interested, not énly in the
industrial development of the state, but in the political affairs of the nation,

A South Carolinian by birth and educated, he is thorough democrat, and has just been



elected as a delegate from the Seventh Congressional District to the national
democratic convention. He is a man of conviction and of experience in politics,
and henceforth must be regarded a factor in all affairs of this state,

"Only two churches grace Pell City at this time -- Methodist and Baptist, but
more will comé to meet the growing demand.

"The trustees are soon to begin the erection of a handsome new brick school
house,

"Two hotels care for the transients -- The Cornett house, by that prince of
good fellow H, A. Cornett, who has been here since the town began, and the Brick
hotel,.”

Mr. Bays D, Cather, Sr. gave the following information to Mrs. Flla Miller who
wrote to him asking for information about the First Methodist Church of Pell City:

' "If you remember correctly, my‘printing establishment waa at first located in
a building that stood back of the present Pell City Drug Company building,

"The firs£ Sunday School was a Union Sunday School and was organized by Mrs,
Carol Alverson, and myself, and we had help from Mr, W, H. Miller, Mr, Fred Miller
and from many others of the population of Pell City at that time., We arranged nail
kegs and boxes for seats, Afterwards we started holding church services in the same
building on Sunday night.

"Later we organized a Methodist Sunday School with the help of the Presiding
Elder who was then stationed at Gadsden, I believe his name was Robinson, but I
am not so sure now. Later the people of Pell City with the help of Sumter Cogswell,
W. H. Miller and many others, built a little school house, the little building which
in later years became the Episopal Church (the Church of St. Mary theVirgin) is the
name dhe congregation gave it when they took the building over and Bishop Beckwith
of the Alabama Diocese would come there and hold services. Dr., Blacklock of Anniston
was chosen Rector of that church,

"In the meantime the Methodist congregation was organized by the Millers, the

Alversons, and myself, and a Methodist church building was erected where the present



new church building stands. I was church clerk, a steward and secrebary of the
Sunday School, then appointed by the quarterly conference. We chose A. E. Ledyard
as our choice for superintendent of the Methodist Sunday School and later I was
appointed superintendent., I think my name is among the first names on the old
Church register of members,

"E. E, Emerson was our first pastor sent by the North Alabama Conference. He
was a pioneer and Pell City was in the Eden Circuit at first, being pastor at Eden
as well as Pell City. He also had at that time the old Fishing Creek Church at
Seddon, and I believe he held services at Riverside"(On December 1, 1902, Rev. E. E.
Emerson became the first pastor; the membership consisted of 1l members. Among the
first members were Bays D. Cather and Mr. and Mrs., W, H. Miller. In the fall of
1903, Mr, and Mrs. J. H. Walker and five other members were added. (Mr. and Mrs,.
Walker were the parents of Henry, Newman, J. B., Mary Frances and Martha Walker.)

It is noted that the first marriage in the church was performed by Rev, Emerson,
May 3, 1903, at which time My. J. F. Miller married Miss Eddie Rowland. They were
the parents of Mary and Frank Miller,

Later the Baptist organized a Pell City congregation and built their building
where the new beautiful church building now stands. {(The first church building was
built 190Lh. Charter members were Mrs, John Cameron, Mrs. B. A, Fite, Mrs. Martha
Camerson, Miss Nell Fite, H. A. Cornett, S. D, Kilgroe, Mrs. L. C. Kilgroe, Mrs, H. A,
Cornett, Miss Dixie Kilgroe, M. M. Smith, Mrs. M. M. S mith, Charles Nunnelley, Mrs.
Charles Nunnelley, Mr. Sank Miller, Mrs, Sank Miller, Miss Jessie Miller, Mrs. T. dJ.
Kilgroe and Miss Daisy Kilgroe. The Trustees were M. J. Smith, a Mr. Mitchell and J. H.
Phillips. The first pastor was Rev. Burns,)

Prominent lawyers came to Pell City to make their hom. W, A. Starnes, who was
married tosthe former Selma Eaton, and was among the first and one of the best. His
oldest son, Thurston, attended law school and returned to Pell City to practice. Mr.
and Mrs. Starnes other children were Orr, C, W, (Whitson) Gaston and Catherine,

Among the first lawyers was M. M. S mith who moved his family from Ashville to

Pell City in 1903. He had a son, Victor, who practiced law also. Another young



lawyer who came from Ashville was Frank B, Embry, Charlie P, Pratt finished college,
returned to Pell City and opened a law office, Captain Gardner Green, who later led
Company C in World War I was among these first attorneys. Also McLane Tilton.

In 190k, the Pell City HérdwareCompany was organized. Its officers being John
W. Moore, president; R. M. Alverson, Claude B. Alverson and Hardie A. Cornett. C, O,
Lacey bought the business in 1966. Mr. Lacey is the great-great grandson of Judge
Abner W, Lacey who was one of Pell City's pioneers who lived in "Lacey Mill" in a
log house where the courthouse now stands.,

The old brick school house, where the city hall now stands, was built in 1905,
Profession P, M, Matthews was the first principal and at one time Mr. Matthews practiced
law in Bessemer, Judge Handy Ellis was principal of this 'school in 1907 and 1908,

Around 1905 James L. Garrett and his wife Sélly Hindsman Garrett and their children
moved to Pell City. He was a great politician -- he became a Populist, and when the
Populist party died he did not return to the Democratic party but became g Republican.
He served three terms, 18 years, as the Circuit Clerk of Sf. Clair County. Mr. Garrett
was also a great Baptist 1ay'1eadér. He loved all day singings and singing conventions -
especially the sacred harp singings. He also went around the county and conducted
singing schools, His daughter Eula Garrett Vincent would go along and play the piano
for him. Mrs. Vincent is now 86 and makes her home in Pell City.

Mr, Garrett's son, James Lloyd and wife Myrtie Ragland Garrett, have been life
long residents of the town., She is the daughter of Pell City's Uncle Jim Ragland,
who is probably Pell City's oldest citizen., Mr. Ragland like Mr, Garrett loves to
sing. I'm sure he is the "singingest"person that has ever lived in Pell City. 1In
years gone by, Jim Ragland, Leroy Truitt, Austin Hazelwood and Lester Smith sang to-
gether as a quartet. They were known for miles around for their beautiful singing of
sacred music,

In 1907, it was found expedient to secure the services of a man skilled in the
manufacturing business for while Mr. Pratt was in many respects a genius, his greatest
ability was that of a salesman. The man selected was Thomas Henry Rennie, who came

here in 1907 and remained until March, 1936, during which term of office he made an



outstanding success of the Pell City mill, Mr. Rennie was a great Rotarian -- every
Wednesday, he would have George Simpkins, and later Archie Pemberton, drive him into
Birmingham for the Rotary Club meetings.,

Mr, E. A. Thompson was superintendent of the Mill at this time.

Thomas J. (Uncle Tom) Abbott was best known in Pell City for operating a taxi
and a leader of thé First Baptist Church., In 1908, he started what is now known
as the Kilgroe Funeral Home. The only requirement, at this time to direct funerals,
was a stock of caskets, a horse drawn hearse, a bier and a pair of hand straps to
lower the casket into the grave. Uncle Tom was most enthusiastic about this new
venture; however, after directing his first funeral at Eden, Alabama, he came to
the conclusion that this was not for him., He paced the floor, washed his hands
about a dozen times and finally said to his brother-in-law, J. H. Willingham and
to his wife, Aunt Matt Abbott (they were already doing business as a partnership),
"If you want this undertaking business, you can have it," They accepted and operated
the funeral home as a partnership until the death of J. H. Willingham in 1937. Aunt
Matt sold her half interest to a nephew, Joe W, Kilgroe, in 1938. He and the widow
of J. H, Willingham, Cornellia Johnson Willingham, operated as a partnership until
1941 as Kilgroe and Willingham. Joe Kilgroe bought the interest of Mrs., Willingham
and operated the Kilgroe Funeral Home until 1968, His son, S. E. (Sonny) Kilgroe
came into the businesé as a full partner. Joe W, Kilgroe' wife is the former Jose-
phine Bukacek of Riverside. Herparents wer Eugene and Kate Liggon Bukacek,

Aunt Matt Abbott was best known for her work and devotion to the Baptist Church,
Upon her death in 1939, she willed her property to the Coosa Valley Baptist Church.
She was Sunday School teacher for many years of the young married couples class of
the First Baptist Church. One of the most impressive services ever held at the church
in Pell City was the presentation by this class of a loving cup to Aunt Matt, in
appreciation for her devotion and leadership to the church,

At the time of Uncle Tom's and Aunt Matt's marriage, they farmed in the Easonville
community. In 1902, Uncle Tom drove a cow to Birmingham, sold her, and with part of

the proceeds bought Aunt Matt a small colorful mug with her name and date painted on
it,



One of Pell City's set-backs came in 1908 when the "State, ex rel, Roberson
Ve The Town of Pell City." Their complaint was that the town of Pell City had not
been properly incorporated., It seemed as if Sam Roberson wanted to desolve the
municipal corporafion of Pell City, Vi;tor H, Smith and Charles P, Pratt were
lawyers for the appellant, M. M. Smith and McLane Tilton, Jr. were the lawyers
for the appellee. The case was first heard before the St. Clair County Circuit
Court. Judge John W. Inzer ruled in favor of the Town of Pell City. His ruling
was appealed and the case was taken to the Supreme Court of Alabama. They ruled -~
It was the opinion of the court, "As the people of Pell City organized thémselves
under color of law, at least, into a municipal corporation more than 16 years before
the filing of this information, and have gone on, year after year, duringtthat time,
exercising the usual franchise, and as the corporation has been distinctly and un-
equivocally recognized by the legislative department of the State, no inquiry should
be permitted, looking to the undoing of their corporate existence . . . . Let the
judgemént of the Circuit Court, denying reliefto the petitioners, be affirmed—-Affirmed;"
So Sam Roberson lost his case,

Smith and Tilton contended that it was shown by the record that the State has,
be legislative enactment, recognized Pell City as a municipal corboration by an act
entitled, "An Act to establish, maintain, and regulate a dispensary in the town of
Pell City," éct., approved February 28, 1903, This act may have helped Smith and
Tilton win their case, but by having a dispensary in Pell City, it may have cost the
town the béuhty high school., It has been said.that when a system of county high
schools were established by the Alabama Legislature in 1907, the act provided for a
state supported high school in each county. Governor B, B. Comer came té Pell City,
thinking he would establish a High School for St. Clair County here, but he found a
dispensary in the middle of town and he decided to erect the high school at Odenville,

After the joint depot station was destroyed, the Southern Railroad and the Sea-
board Railroad built separate stations before 1913; during this timé, Mr, 0. L.

Eckwurzel moved his family to Pell City and was agent for the Southern Railway, until



his death in the 19L40s, Mr, Eckwurzel had a colored man working as porter for the
depot by the name of Bud Hamby. Could this have been the son of Sam Hamby who was
porter for the joint depot in 1901? Mr. and Mrs, Eckwurzel were the parents of
Elouise, Sarah, Otto and Anna,

In early 191kL, Mr, W. F, (Seaborad) Smith moved his wife and two small children,
Sarah and James W. (J.W .) to Pell City, They stayed in the Old Brick Hotel (Cameron
House) when they first arrived, Mr, Smith came to Pell City to be agent for the Sea-
board Railroad and held this position until the railroad was discontinued in the early
1940x. Mr. Smith was also City Clerk for the Tovmn of Pell City for many years, Children
born to Mr, and Mrs. Smith after they moved to Pell City were Watkins, Grafton, Frances
and Kitty Jean,

The Post Office was moved to brick building in the center of the business section
of town on the north side of Cogswell Avenue around 1913. The Post Masters of Pell

City, that we have any record on have been:

Mrs, N. B. Spears 1897-1905

Miss Hortense Spears 1905-1913

W. L. Millner 1913-1917

Bays D. Cather 1917-1923

J. L. Ragland 1923-1936

C. B. Alverson Acting Postmaster 3 months
Mrs. Blair Jones Acting Postmaster 10 months
N. R. Shockley 1937-1952 ‘
T, C. Alexander Acting Postmaster 1952-53
E. L. Love, Sr, Acting Postmaster 1953 - 3 months
L. C. Smith, Sr, Acting Postmaster 1954-1957
Roy Banks 1957 -

In the Spring of 191k, there was a smallpox ededimic in Pell City and vicinity,
The Mt, Pisgah Church did not hold services that Spring as a result of the epidemic.
Several old residences remember this epgdemic very clearly. When Reuben Roe was asked
about it, he stated that he had never been as sick in his life, but he only had three
"pox"-- two in the palm of one hand and one in the palm of the other,

There was an earthquake in the Pell City area in 1916 -- On October 18, 1916
"This shock was felt most strongly in northeastern Alabama, apparently most strongly
in Easonville, Near the epicenter frame buildings were badly shaken, windows were

broken and chimneys thrown down. Fairly hard shock at Birmingham and Montgomery,"



During World War I, only one other town in the United States furnished more
Soldiers and subscribed for more Liberty Bonds, in proportion to population, than
. Pell City., It was from St, Clair County that Captain Gardner Green and fifty men
went forth with "Company C" of Alabama's farmous 167th Infantry Regiment as a unit
of the Rainbow Division in France. Of the 263 men in "Company C", only 51 returned.
Captain Green did not return nor did many another of St, Clair®s citizen soldiers,

There was another war too, in which the men of St., Clair fought and died as
part of a "Company C". That was the War Between the States in which they formed a
"Company C" of the 58th Alabama Regiment which their own Col. John W, Inzer commanded,
They carried a company flag sewed for them by Mrs. E. E, Willingham, and it is a matter
ténder statistics to note that the "Company C" of 1917 included twenty-nine direct
descendants of this same Mrs. Willingham whose patriotic needle served the "Company 6V
of 1861,

Eliza E. Hardwick Willingham was a typical Southern lady held in deep respect by
her family as well as other citizens of the area.v She was married to Randal D. Willing-
ham, November 10, 1861. He was a farmer, Their farm was located near the present
Coosa Valley Baptist Church in the southern section of Pell City in the Lake area,
Randal Willingham was a member of "Company C". He was wouhded in Virginia during the
Civil War and never fully recuperated from his wound,

Mrs, Willingham presented the flag she had made for "Company C" at Cropwell,
Alabama, prior to their leaving for the War., Ladies of this period in our history
rarely participated in public gatherings, She was so nervous about this public
appearance, that a rider was sent to Talladega to get her a bottle of Nerve Tonic.

She was one of the leaders in woman suffrage, The first time that she voted
she sent word to the voting officials at the courthouse that due to her age, she
would be unable to get to the voting place at the time set to open the poll and
requested them not to allow anyone to vote until she arrived to cast the ¥irst vote
---her request was granted,

Mr. and Mrs. Willingham were the parents of ten children. Among the early



citizens of Pell City were these children: Lelah Carrie and Lurie Bell Willingham,
wives of S. D. Kilgroe, Mary Francies (Aunt Matt) Willingham Abbott, Joseph H,
Willingham, and R. Wasson Willingham,

On July L, 1937, Pell City held their second "Good Neighbor Day." The feature
of the day was the unveiling of a granite monument to the memory of those St. Clair
County soldiers who lost their lives in the World War I and Spanish-American Wars,
Miss Mary Ashley Greene, the only daughter of Capt. Gardner Greene; who recruited
the Pell City war unit, lifted the veil which disclosed the memorial. The monument
is adorned by a bas relief in bronze of an American doughboy and along the front
panel the following names are engraved:

Capt. Gradner Greene
Lieut. A, G, Teague
Lieut. Joseph Cornett
Sergt. Jessie Scoggins
Corp. Austin Patterson
Russell Bowlin
Fred Chambers
H. L. Elliott
James I. Ragland -
James C., Farley
Grady Graham
Berry Higgenbotham
Claud W, Jones
Ewing Jones
Oscar Jones
Guernsey McLaughlin
Austin Myers
Theo E, Sims
Harrison C. Wade
William Mize
William T, Braden
Fred S. Moncrief,

The two latter of the Spanish-American War,

When Pell City's new city hall was completed in 1957, this monument was moved
to the front lawn on First Ayenue North, The city government in 1957 consisted of
J. W . Kilgroe, Mayor, Council E. L. Love, Jr., J. H. Stokes, A, E. Nixon, Earl
Bowman and Bettie Scott, Clerk.

The Pell City Manufacturing Company was sold to Avondale Mills in the fall of
1919. (Avondale Mills was established in 1897 in Birmingham with the late Governor
B. B. Comer as its founder and first president.) The Pell City plant was the sixth

Avondale Mill to be bought or built., Arrangements for buying its facility were



culminated in 1919. Avondale's management, remembering Governor Comer's keen interest
in the Pell City plant, spent a million dollars in 1938-39 in order to make this plant
a thoroughly modern denim mill. On October 21, 1954, Pell City observed "Denim Day.™
The next year they had "Denim Week." The last yard of denim was run at Avondale Mjlls
at 3:L45 P.M. on January 12, 1962. The Pell City plant now makes a material called
greige,

Pell City's first hospital was the Gertrude Comer Hospital and was sustained by
Avondale Mills. It began operation soon after the mill was bought by the Comers. There
were 25 beds in the hospital. Dr. R. A, Martin was its doctor and Miss Elsie Dunn was
head nurse. Miss Ruby Zachie, long time St, Clair County Health Nurse, received her
training from this first hospital. The building that was made into a hospital was once
the boarding house of James and Camelias Francis Sullivan Turner. They moved to Pell
City around the time the mill was being built and spened the boarding house, In
addition to this large building, they rented three other houses to sleep their boarders,
They later movéd out of the village and into a house in town, Mr. Turner was killed
by a freight train September 9, 1918. After his death, "Brandma" Turner continued to
keep boarders fér many years. They had seven children. Two of their sons, Ernest
(Sissors) and Aubrey were on Pell City's famous baseball team which included such players
as Vester Garrett, Douglas (Blue) Mungall, A, T. Winkler, "Iron" Rowe, Wheeler Harris
and Ab Crow,

On April 23, 1956, two neighboring towns, Eden and Oak Ridge, merged with Pell
City. Eden was an old municipality which flourished in the 1880's when it was the
"railhead" for track workers along the Southern Railroad and Oak Ridge was a new town
incorporated in 1947 through the efforts of E. J. Doby. This merger made the population
of the town 3,6LLh. A third area, the Avondale Mill Village, also became a part of the
municipality in September 1956, From the beginning of the town, the mill village was
never within the Pell City city limits, although the mill has always been situated in
Pell City. Chestnut Street, which is now Lth Avenue North, divided the mill village
from Pell City. This street, up until the late 1920's, was also the Pell City-Seddon

and Riverside public road. The 1960 census gave the population of Pell City as 4,165,



EDEN
The little village of Eden, which today is within the city limits of Pell City,
was first called Manchester until the Eden postoffice was established on December 17,

1872, The pastmasters, up through 1929, have been:

Richard G. Strickland December 17, 1872
Isaac W, Lewis November 15, 1880
Miss Dadie C. Griffith May 18, 1889

Amos S, Griffith January 10, 1893
William P. Cowan May 5, 1893

George W. Kendrick September 21, 1897
William B, Robertson June 17, 1907
Rozelle Cowan July 8, 1919

(name changed by married to Mrs. Rozelle Hardy on January 26, 192L)
Mrs, Florence L. Butterworth October 26, 1925
(acting)
David R. Wyatt April 7, 1926
(successor appointed after 1929}
For many years, the girls who attended Camp Winnataska, some seven miles distance,
were delighted to have their letters postmarked "Eden",

Elias Patterson and Noah Sweat were among the first to make their home in Eden.
Others were the Lanyes, Cowans, Cates, Truitts, Lewis, Robertsons, Stevens, Hindsman
and Ginns, Dr. J. O. Gray practiced medicine in Eden before he moved his family to
P ell City.

The Benjamin H. Windsman family moved to Eden from Georgia around the Civil War
period, They settled on a farm at the old Hindman's Spring, now called Dunlap Springs,
where Pell City gets its water supply. Mr. Hindsman fought in the Civil War. He was
married to the former Ann Stevens,

The earliest settler of the(Eéen community, that we have any record on, is Jesse
Ginn, Revolutionary Soldier., Jesse Ginn married twice and had nine children by each
wife. 1In 182l1, he married Tabith Brewer who was 2l years old when she married. She
was Jesse Ginn's second wife., His first wife having died many years before. All of
his children by his first wife were grown when he married his second wife. The
tradition is, that he devided his ppoperty among his first wife's children, keeping
a child's part for himself, before he married Tabitha Brewer. She was born in 1800

in South Carolina and the daughter of William Benjamin Brewer,

Jesse and Tabitha Brewer Ginn lived in South Carolina for some time after they



were married, later moving to Tennesse on the Duck River for awhile, then between
1830 and 1833 went back up into Virginia for two or three years, where they had lived
once before., In 1836, Jesse Ginn and a grand son-in-law, Joe Noah or Noe (Joe Noah
had married a grand daughter by Jesse Ginn's first wife) came down into Alabama in
St. Clair County near Eden, and bought some land., This land is about two miles below
Eden on Wolf Creek. |

Family tradition about Jesse Ginn's Revolutionary war record is this: he was a
drummer boy, a petty officer, a minute man, was in service of his country the seven
years of the war, or the entire time, was under Ceneral Francis Marion for some time,
and was in the Battle of Kings Mountain,

Another interesting thing about Jesse Ginn was or is, an old blue military Surtout
coat, that has come down in the family., It is now at the Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts,
in Montgomery, Alébama. This coat is hand-made and the material it is made from is
beautiful blue broadecloth,

On November 1k, 1971, the Broken Arrow Chaper of the D.A.R. of Pell City marked
Jesse Ginn's grave with a bronze marker,

An article from the September 5, 1963, issue of the St. Clair News-Aegis, by Ed
Blair, editor of the Pell City News and later the St, Clair News Aegis, tells us about
the early school at Edeh-- The building stood about where they have the New Hope Baptist
Church's pastors home at present. The school never used the upper story, but long be-
fore I started to school there, I bhink, was a Masonic Lodge that held their meetings
on the second floor, and it seems to me, I believe the Odd/ Fellows held meetings there
also-~- It was a two teacher school. Mr, Holloday was the principal of the first school
I entered. His wafe was the other teacher,

I remember lots of things about the school., Two that stand out are the light
earthquake we had, I don't remember the year, but it shook the school building for
a few short seconds and I do remember teacher was scared., I remember the two part
holiday we got at the end of Wolrd War I, There was a false report of an armistice on
November 7, 1918, They turned the pupils out to rejoice. But the report proved false,

We went back to school the next day with sad hearts. Four days later, on November 11,



another report of an armistice. But the teachers refused to believe it and would not
budge. I remember that Mr. Sam Robertson, an Eden merchant, was a school trustee.
Mr, Robertson came to the school house and verified the new report and on his word,
the principal turned us out again to whoop and rejoice with everyone else, It was
one of the very happiest occasions of my life, "

In 1965, Pell City extended their city limits to include Cropwell. In 1969,
parts of old Seddon were incorporated in Pell City, The town population is now 5,602.

| SEDDON

Seddon Shores is the part of old Seddon that was annexed by Pell City. This
includes the old West's residence; the grounds where the old Fishing Creek Methodist
Church once stood, overlooking the cré@ek; the old cemetery, and the old home place of
Dr. John Roberson, who succeeded Dr. Crump as doctor ior the Seddon community for over
fifth years,

Seddon was settled in 1880 when the Georgia Padific Railroad was built. It
was incorporated that year with a population of five hundred. It is located three
miles wast of Pell City and twentytwo miles south of Ashville, It was at first a
Jumber community and the mills were owned by Empire Lumcer Company. The first citizens
came from Truss's Ferry (Ferryville) one mile below on the Coosa River, The town was
named for Thomas Seddon who was Secretary of War for the Confederal States under Jefferson
Davis., The first merchant was J.K.P. Lacy. Dr, Henry Green Crump was the first doctor.
Other pioneer settler were Jake Maddox, W, H. and W. N, Roberson and Harvey Bell.
When the timber supply was exhausted, the mills moved away. Today part of the tiny
village stands dismally amid dreams of the past,

CROPWELL

In the year of 1815, a group of relatives in South Carolina banded togehher and
started out for St, Clair County, Alabama to settle and make new homes there. They
were the John Roberson, Williamson, Truss, Coleman, and Jeremiah Collins families.
A11 of them except the Collins family had a covered wagon in which to travel. Mr,

Collins could not afford a wagon so he made a crude "slide" on which to transport a



few belongs and his family rode in the wagons with the relatives. The Collins family
was- from Virginia but had come on down to South Carolina to join in the trek to Alabama.
This group of kins-people settled in the vicinity of what is now Cropwell and they were
the first white people to settle there,

Later on another family came and settled at Cropwell. This was the Walkers., Mr.
Walker was traveling through the state with Andrew Jackson and liked the country so
well that he decided to move here,

Other later families were the Buchanan, Jones, Fennel, Castleberry, Bowden, Allen,
Brewster, Alexander, Turner, Laney, Roland, Heaslett, Coley,Mbnerief, Murchisen, Mays,
Scotts, Hardwicks, Sides and Funderburgs,

One of Cropwell's outsténding citizens was J. Fall Roberson, Sr. He was the son
of James R, and Addie Jones Roberson. He graduated from Cropwell High School in 1891,
and attended Howard College for three years. While he was there, he was a member of the
Franklin Society, Sigma Nu and on the baseball team. He was a State Representative
of St. Clair County in 1911, and a delegate to the Demoératic Convention for Underwood,
and above all he was a friend to the farmers of fhe community., He was married to the
former Nellie Drew Thompson. Mr, "Fall" had a younger brother, Pat Roberson, who has
been a leader in church and civic work in the community. He is a former president of
the Union State Bank of Pell City.

Cropwell was named after the> Cropwell family who were early settlers,

On July 2k, 1833, a postoffice was established a$ Coosa at Cropwell, It was
located about a mile from Truss' Ferry, On November 15, 1834, the name was changed
to Diana, The name was changed from Diana to Cropwell on October 29, 1837, The
Cropwell postoffice was discontinued on July 25, 1866, but was re-established on
June 10, 1867. The present location of the postoffice is 2.08 miles Southwest of
the Southern Railroad tracks at Pell City. The names of the postmasters and the

dates of their appointments are as follows:

James Roberson November 2, 1833
R. H. Castleberry - February 19, 1835
John D, Fennel October 20, 1837
Russel I. Allen November 6, 1840

John Collins September 29, 1843



John W, Jones
Amasa 1., Bowden

T. I. Fowler
Mattison Hendricks
James R. Roberson
WIL. Dollar
William G, Sides
Hardie Jones

James P. Turner
Albert R, Jones
John B, Shurbet
Amanda C, Funderburg

January 7, 185}
April 10, 1860
June 10, 1867
August 5, 1867
January 23, 1873
January 20, 1898
February 1L, 1899
October 25, 1901
March 20, 1907
August 15, 191k
October 20, 1915
December 13, 1928

Another little postoffice on what is now Cropwell, Route, was established on
September 26, 1900, and discontinued in 1908. It was Fountainrun and was located

in the Harmon settlement two miles west of the Coosa River and five miles north of
Kelly Creek. Mr. James O, M, Hardwick was the only postmaster to serve this little
postoffice, )

Most of the early people of Cropwell were Baptist., They attended the Mt. Pisgah
Baptist Church which was established in 1828, The Coosa Valley Baptist Church was
established in1840 and the Seddon Baptist Church was organized, before the Civil War,
Later, in 1888, the Cropwell Baptist Church was organized. Long before the Cropwell
Baptist Church was organized &nd built, the community had its own Sunday School which
was held in the Masonic building.

The very early settlers of Cropwell provided a school of some kind for thgir
children., At first, the schools were taught in dwellings, The parents paid the
teacher's salary and provided firewood for fuel., After Coosa Valley Church was built,
it served as a schoolhouse, Mr, Owen Hardwick was one of the early teachers in that
church, He taught in the late 1840's., A Mr. Brickhouse was teaching in the Coosa Valley
Church during the Civil War when the Wilson Raiders came galloping up the valley road,
One of the Yankees who rode ahead of the main band of raiders, pulled on his reins and
stopped long eﬁough to warn Mr, Brickhouse and to have him to dismiss school and hurry
the children off home. 1In 1889, Cropwell built their own school. It was a two-story
building located about a half mile from the middle of Cropwell. It was to thiscsthodl
that Mr. Roy Gibson came as principal in 1915, In 1918, a new school was built at

Cropwell. Mr. Gibson remained in Cropwell until 1926, He had a well disciplined and

orderly high school and was the most beloved principal that Cropwell ever had.



Cropwell has always been an agricultural community., Cotton has always been
the principal arop. The Colemans, as early as the Civil War years, owned a steam
gin, Part of Cropwell's cotton was ginned there. Part of it was ginned at Drake's
Mill at Easonville and part of it was ginned at the old Laney horse-drawn gin., The
Robersons began to operate a steam gin at Cropwell in 1888,

In 1840, John W. Jones, who came from Petersburg, Va. began to operate a business
at Cropwell., This store later operated under the name of James R,;Roberson Sons.

)
Another successful business.of @ropwell was a store operated before the Civil War by
William~T, Smith. It fe}l into decline after he left to fight in the Confederate
army where he became a Colonel,

During the Civil War some of the Cropwell men served with distinction in the
Confederate Army. In 1861, the Company of 10th Alabama Infantry Regiment was organized
at Cropwell with Major J. O. Truss as it's captain, William T, Smith, a member of the
outfit, won many promotions and rose to the rank of Colonel of the 10th Alabama Infantry
Regiment., This regiment was engaged in about twenty-four battles during the Civil War.

The first United Daughters of the Confederacy Chapter in St. Clair County was

organized at Cropwell on July 20, 191k, It was called the John W. Jones Chapter.



One would be negligent in writing a history of Pell City and vicinity if the
pioneer, Ira Hammon was left out. Ira Harmon was born among the western foothills
of the Great Smokey Mountains in Green County, Tennessee in 1826. When a child of
S ix years, his parents, Lucinda Gann and Jacob Harmon moved to Talladega County,
Alabama, Pioneer methods of travel are illustrated by a deéscription of the move,
The elder Harmons placed their family on a flat boat on the Nolichuchy River, floated
down this steam to the Hélston River, and continued from the Holston to the Tennessee
River., The latter steam was followed to a point near Chattanooga. From this point,
the family was carried overland across the "divide" to the headwaters of the Oostanaula
River. Another boat was built here and they floated down to Rome, Georgia, and thence
down the Coosa River to Talladega County, where the Harmons settled and where Ira
Harmon was reared. When quite a young man, he moved across the Coosa River into
South St. Clair County, bought land, married Samira A, Payne and raised a family,

The Coosa Valley was rich in agricultural products before the days of railroads
in this section. Ira Harmon gained his experience as a river pilot while floating
these products down the Coosa River to market. When asked the date of his first trip,
he could not remember but stated that on this trip when his boat was twelve miles
north of Wetumpka at the "Devil's Stair Case" Miller's comet made its appearance,
causing alarm among the crew, and on reaching Wetumpka the next day, the town was in
commotion and excitement caused by the appearance of the comit. To those who have
seen the Coosa River above Wetumpka, it is evident that no smmll degress of courage
and judgment were required to conduct loaded boats with safety over these shoals.
There are jutting cliffs projecting into the channel at many of the abrumpt bends in
the river, and if the boats were not steeréd clear of these menacing rocks, it meant
destruction to craft and freight and perhaps the crew. These same projecting rocks
producted giant whirlpools whose circling vortexes swallowed up everything that entered
them. What was most dangerous of all were the hidden rocks in the channel of the stream
whose location must be known to be a&oided.

During the War of Session, coal from mines in St. Clair County was supplied to the



Conflederate Arsenal at Selma. Most of this coal was mined by Ragland and Sims at a -
place now called Ragland, two miles west of the Coosa River. Part of it was mined by
Crandle and Anderson at a place one mile west of Ragland. From these mines the coal

was hauled to the river on wagons and there loaded on flat boats. Some of these boats
were floated down the river to Yellow Leaf, now Wilsonville, and there the coal was
transferred to railroad cars and shipped over the Selma, Dalton and Rome railroad to
Selma, The greater number of the boats were flaated down the Coosa River to the Alabama
River and thence by Montgomery to Selma. Ira Harmon acted as pilot for these boats,

It was in the face of difficulties that he supplied coal to the Confederate arsenal

at Selma.

The mine operated by Ragland and Sims from 1861 to 1865 was not under the control
of the Confederate government but their coal was sold at Montgomery and Selma. During
the latter part of the war, Crandle and Anderson operated their mine under the super-

vision and control of the Confederate government, The labor at both mines was done
chiefly by negro slaves, many of whom had been recently brought to that section as
refugees from Kentucky and Tennessee. Negroes also constituted the crews for the boats
which were made of sawed lumber and were fifty feet long, eighteen feet wide and thirty
inches in depth., The amount of coal carried on each boat was from twenty to fifty-two
tons, The trip down the river could he made only when the stream was swollen. On a
trip down the river from two to eight boats were carried at the same time -- usually
about five. Five men were required for each boat. Under favorable conditions, the
trip from Ragland to Montgomery could be made in three days. Mr. Harmon stated that

he had made the trip from Ragland to Wetumpka in a day and night. Sometimes it would
require two weeks for the same trip. If weather conditions were unfavorable, the boats
were tied up to the bank at night,amd if there was wind or fog on the river, it was
sometimes necessary to remain tied up several days., Winds gave much trouble especially
if the boats were loaded with cotton, The time to go from Montgomery to Selma was two .
days and nights. On delivering the coal, the boats were sold and the return trip made

from Selma back to the Coosa River by railroad, If the coal was sold in Montgomery,



the crews went on down the river to Selma to return from there by railroad. The price
received far coal in Montgomery from 1861 to 1865 was one hundred to one hundred twenty-
five dollars per ton. The price paid a pilot for his services on each trip during the
war was one hurdred dollars in Confederate money. The price paid before and after the -
war was as much as fifty dollars,

Ira Harmon's old home was at Fountainrun. Some of his direct descendants living
in Pell City at the present time (1972) are J. N, Harmon, Wasson Harmon, Kenneth Tucker,
Cecil P, Gray, Jr., Hammon Gray, James V. Gray, Elaine Gray Goodgame, Mary Gray Litty,
and Martha Smith Lonergan,

This is just a chapter on the history of Pell City, Due to time for research,
and space, so many things about the early citizens and history af our town have been
left out. I apologize for this, We are obligated to Joe W. Kilgroe and Bettie Scott

for their cooperation ahd help in compiling and writing this chapter,

History of Pell City and the surrounding area compiled by Mrs, James V, Gray in 1972

for the use of Mrs.Mattie Lou Crowg who is writinga history of St. Clair County,
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MEMORIES CF PELL CITY'S EARLY DAYS

By: A Pioneer Giti’z_en

Reading the FEN PICTURE of Pell CGity it brings to me

memories of years gone by. ¥

I went to Pell City in March 1901 as night operator, my first job, %o sey.
_I was s_c‘aired and nervioué dont explain my feelings at ell, I got $4('3'.00" _
per month for 30 and 31 nights, I got board at the Cornett and Hazelwced |
Hotel for $10.00 per month, ard it wes good grub amd a fine room, in N/W
corner of what was knbwn as ‘bhe Mexwell Bldg, now occuioied by A&P Store,
their store room was i:hen our dining room.

Mrs Cameron Ran a boexding house in same building up stairs over store now |
tbe Hill store, at that time Mrs ‘Spears had the Post Office iﬁ that room.
M W, W, Zollrer had a small grocery store in building now known as Pell
City Gro Co, operated by James Ingrem, 'bhgt was the entire busines's‘ of

Pell City when I went. there in 190L. I will row give the population of

Pell City in 1901.

MR & Mrs H. A, Cornett

Mr. & Mrs. J. Z. Hazelwood

Mrs Cemeron and deughter Lizzie
Mr & Mrs W. W, Zellner ' o
Col ard Mrs Spears, three daughters, Misses Hortense,Ellen and Pratt, they: -
were the only young ladies of the City. g _ :
Mr S. D, Kilgroe, fgent Sou,E&W, ard B&A RR'S and his family, (INCLUDING
RANDALL) who was a small but smart kid, he could telegraph when just tall
enough to stand at table and reach the key. ‘

Joe H. Willingham, Claek for the 3 Railroads, and one of my best frierds,

In those days Salesman could come to Pell City with large trunks arnd work
‘the country in hacks, Gornett and Hazelwood operated a Livery Stsble, LAWSEY
Stuart and fustin Hazlewood were their drivers. Now I will give you the list
of Col (colored) that I krew. Sem Hamby was employed as Porter at Depot,
Bibb Castleberry wes flunky at Hotel, Allen ~————————cant remember his name
was cook at HOtel.I thirk thats all of our col that was at Pell City when I
weut there, : : , .
I think I am correct as to names of people there in 1901, if not just Leg

it to my memory or to an old man 71, as you will learn as years go by you
forgets I shall never forget the dey Mr. Cogswell moved to Pell City,.




ooy - (page 2) o ST
‘ ) ~

Son

Life vwas very dull to me as I worked and slept days, would get up about -

2FPM, no place to go, only to depot, ard hang out until supper time, all we
got to see was the E&W and B&A come in with their bPassengers, then the Sou
trains. The day Mr Cogswell unloaded his H H goods it was a sight to mey
they unloadéd one Bey horse s one Surry, which amused me very much as it was
the first buggy I had ever seen with FRENGE around the top, and the first

ever to come to this country, ene bird dog, white and brown, named Jack or Dan,
I cant recall which and seversl loads of HH goods.g Jack AND Julian were small
boys, I remember a boy/Skteter) he did not stay at Pell very much, I had just
tradedjobs with an Operator by name of Roop when the depot blow—up‘he.ppened,

I WAS workirg nights at Leeds s heard Roop tell the dispateher, "his depot

is on fire", the DispatchHer told him to save a key and sourder, (that was
about 3:30_AM) I WENT out on platform ard lay on a bale of cotton looking to
see the fire, thotigh mountains cut off the flames. I heard the wires go

dead then knew something had happered, I returned to office grournded iy
wires east told the Dispr I had them grourded, he told me to leave it on, in .
about 20 minutes I heard the opr at Riverside calling the Dispr, he had strung
a wire through Atlanta, Chatt, Nashville to Bham, all he knew was there had
been an explosion at Pell, some.+time after No II came on to Leeds Gave me a
message to have Ambulancels meet train at Terminal . I shall mever forget

the remark Col Speers mede, he had one of his armgs broken, said a jug of
whiskey hit him, he said he had quit whiskey several years ago ard now whiskey
would not let him alone., There were several hurt ard owe that I know of a Mr
Hall, (our hotjoint man) WAS KILLED, it broke wirdows out of several houses
ard shook country for several miles » I was then semt back to Pell ard worked
with a Mr Simpson as Agt, he was sent frem Weshington to stradghten out the
‘Pell City Office as all records were destroyed. g

My first méeting with Mr Cogswell was on a Saturday night. No 74 g freight
train arrived at Pell about 1030PM , I h%ﬁ%ﬁ them, The ineer
George Garrett came idMffice waiting for O come, % heard a shot and
ran out a man came running arourd depot ard said get me a place to lay down,

I have been shot., I fixed him g place on the trucks ard he lay down, the train
left though the Cordr Bill Little told me his flagman name Black shot the man,
it was up to me to get help. I sent Bib Castleberry the flunky at Hotel who
slept on mail bags in office at night, for help, he got Mr. Cornett, Hazlewood
and Cogswell. ,

While they were coming I questioned the boy as to his name and adress, he
said he was a casket naker, his name Welter Retiree, Mother Rachel, lived

38 Walmtt St Atlante Ga. When the bunch got there, Mr Cogswell said we have
to get a Dr , some one went to Eden and got Dr Grey, when he examined him he
said there's no chane for him, he was shot twice through the breast, balls
came out just under lower ribs, said balls crossed. M Cogswell went off and
returned with a cot, we Placed him on the cot Mr Hazlewood got a laprobe from
Stable ard spread over him we then took bff his shoes and tied them to cot,
then we wired his Mother, hed a message from her saying if he died bury him
there as she had no mouey, Mr Cogswell sugested we buy a ticket pin it on him
and ship him to Atlanta, which we did. I sold Dick Alford the tieket. When
he arrived in Atlamta the Sou Ry had him on their hands to sent to a hospital,
then the big thing came off, The Sou Ry wanted to know who sold the ticket
and who to. That put me up a tree, &1l I wuld do was forget who got the
ticket, and thats what I did, my job was at stake ard T needed it, we all
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wont inour peckets and paid all expences. This man lived. I saw him & few
years later on the streets working out a fine for Hoboing, he told me he
was not able to work, told me about being shot at Pell. I went to the
Mayor Dr Brown ard told him sbout the shooting and he sent for him and found
it true, he went home got a pair of shoes told Walt to put them on and start
walking ard never return to Riverside. ' '
There are many things happened in Pell While I wox%ed there that come to me
at times though think I have stated enough, -

This is for Elizabeth Cogswell Staries, of my past days while working at
Pell City I hope she will enjoy reading when her mature days come

Tom S. Coleman, Sep 8th 1950
S/ Tom S. Goleman

2%@7 gﬂuzw/wﬂ/ . KM/ Nou. 16 1966



Yunieipal Corpormiicng Bissolution; Irrezularities in Orzenization eww

#here the psople of s locality had organisged themselves into
punicipsl orzanization, undsr color of lew at lesst, ard hed continnsusly
for fifteen years exzrcised all the functions of a cduly organized
manioipal corperstica, snd whers the legislsture or the state had
during that time by several scots recozinized it &g an existing
munioipsl corporation, a vrovesding by the stats on the relation of
cne of its citizens tc digclve it for an irregularity in its
organization, in thet the pstiticn Pov incorporation alleged the
petitioners to be residents of legal ége, ingtesnd of adult male
inhebitants, will not be sntertainsd beocauss of luches and of the
discretion of ths court to refuse Jjudgment of ouster, where, in

ite opinion, the iuterest of the puklie do not rsguire suoh Judgment

%o be ‘entered.

REPORT
of

EABES ARUUED AYD DETERVINED
in the

SUPREXE COURT 0P ALABAMA

Buring the

HOVERBER TERE, 1908-1909

by
LAYRENCE H. 168

gupreme fourt Reporter

Tol.157
¥ontgomery, Alabama
The_Brown Printing Goe, Printers snd finders, 1909




PREME COURT

ioborson v, The Town of Pell Qity.)

SEHL case it is not shown
madde by the client in opposi-
STV s et there was evidenee

e rase 1 s s
by the ALLOTREY wWere Worth tie o,
giving (o the judgmeunt of the court the foree and effect
of a verdict of a jury, we connot say that this finding
was contrary to the evidence,
The Judgment of the oy ix afirmed,

J.T.. concur,

‘rel. Roberson ¢, The Town of
Pell City '

Quo Warranto,

(Decided June 20, piues FOORenthy 4

-1ty

Muwicipa] Corporations; Dissolution ; frreguiarities in Oryunizg-

e Whiere e people of a locality bad orgunized themselves into
B deation, under color of law at least, and had contin-
o - TrEbe exerciend all the functions of a duly organized
SR Al o e i Leagiln e »f the state had dup-

0 thal e by sevepnd REET svitigeieaony o =isting whnicipal
W lig st of ane o its

e
corporation, g Proceeding by e atgie
citizens to disselve it fur an ix'reguiurn_\' in iis Chitidzation, in that
the petition for incorpioration alleged the petitioners to e restdents
of legal age, instead of adult mitle inhubitants, wil not he enteriained
because of laches and of the discretion of. the court to reruse Judg-
inent of ouster, where. in its opinion, the interest of the publie not
require sueh judgment to be entered. . -

viofroan Ny Clygip Cirenit Couypr,
Heard befos. thog JoirN AW D
Petition by the siare on the relidion of Nam Roberson
against the town of Pelj City, aud its board of mayaor

and aldermen, in the nature of & quo warranto for g




ALABAMA.

[State, ex rel. Roberson v, The Town of Tell ity

ter, and to annul the incorporation. From a Judgmes:

denying the petition, relator appeals.  Affivmed.
Vieror . Syvrein, and Coarnes P, Pray r, for appel-

lant. Qo warranto is the proper remedy.—1Vest fnd
. The State, 138 Ala. 205; Sec. 3420, Code 1896.
The petition did not show that it was signed by twenty
or more adult meade inhabitante—8ee, 1486, Code [ Rx6,
Fomust affivinn ety

o rel.

o st Inrisdie
are present and in ‘Hte_ record waer ¢
Fedd 5{—a+q,+oré/ Juwsdaaﬂo-n— 4

firets

Feenius

v Gry devbb Pla

A

T Nar asje . H .,;,/'1_" Gl X, i eiie Frone s, XYY
Ala. 98,

M. Mn'm‘ and McLang Tiwrox, Jr., for appellee:

The duties of a probate judge in incorporating munici-
patities are purely ministerial and divectory,  Wesr fud
Tio ~iate, ex vel (55 Bla, 295 By
hy m\Fhe,wharv ﬁéwﬁn%mff?‘%ﬁ‘w
prepeeris lﬂiﬂa\’“for*aﬁed, ﬁMaqv‘sfm.u Cori, s

pp. SWb dniongiiane . o Npow, S Mass, MT; Staty
Leatherman, 38 Avk. 8y Pidgin 1. MeCarty, 82 Ind.
321,

PENSON G Thix is an action in the nature of quo
warranto, commenced under subdivision 8 of section
3420 of the Code of 1896 (section 5453, Code of 1907).
fo discolve the municipal corporation of Pell Citv, in
St Claiv county. The action is in the nuane of the state,
on Hre: mfoknw‘/o/;of?fﬁﬂ]lm?wrwn. and is against the
COrpOrite cuizts cont o anpemedant and councilmen, The
town was m'ganizml ol th(‘c ith day of May, 1891, under
title 14, ¢. 1, of the Code of 1886, and so far as the peti
tion in this ease shows the proceedings in respect te rhe
ovwanization or eveation of the corporation were reerniar

with the exeeption that in the petition filesd with the

presCription/ oond n)&)

the CouvTNGS haus 1 ([~

R

d
%f

-




SUPREME COURT

[&tare wx rel. Huberson V. The Town of Pell City.]

judge of probee, seeking to incorpurate gaid town, the
petitivners were alleged to be “pesidents of Pell City,
b of bewal age,” whereas the statute provided that

<ucde pelHHTOnS chonld be wsigned by twenty or wore uf
s adult owale iphabitants,”  Upon the jrregularity
posinted out is hased the alleged el right fo bl
corporation dissolved aud the intendant aind cownCyimen
excluded from 6ﬂice.

In the view we take of the case i ix not necessary (0
discuss the validity vel non of the proceedings had be-
fore the probate judge; for upon woll-settled principles
of law. which we shall advert to, it mishi even be con-
Cede&-}—ho,f-\fhgm lg‘g«e& s ninrite pecvyrved and for that
rewson Hat the ovrrorastio W Was not /‘39“”[7 orunized,
aned thuar the 3{—.1{-:&/ on +im 6[}/ Q/PP/,ca_,ﬁdnjl(_\gaﬂ:& have
fad the proceedings i fhend, o e the puddgiaent here
appealed from should be affirmed. The record discloses
that the ovder of incorporation was nmade ou May 6,
1891, and that the corpo .ation has been in the continned
and uninterrupted exercise of the rights ad franchises,
and in the discharge of all muuicipal abligations and
duties, under the laws of the state, sinee that odate
ix further shown by the record (hat the state s wore
(han unce, by legislative enactment, yecognized Pell City
i g sl corporation. We refer to two of these
enae et o e ileally Phe fiest W \n oagt g cole
stitute the town of Pell Oty %S%&P&feseﬁéﬁllﬁﬁmlﬁfr
ete., approved February Ut IXH, aned tereie--tdier 1o
the first and second sections creating the district and
providing that it shall receive each year its px~0port.’1«.h‘x~
ate share of the sehool fund going to St. Clair county—it
i« provided that there shall be a hoard of edueaiion for
qaid digrviet foobe composel of the myar ot infendant
of said town amd four other persons, hona fide residents
of said town; and the second is an act entitled “An act




OF ALABAMA.
{State, ox rell Reberson v The Town of DPell City. ;

to estabitish, waintain and regalate a dispensary in the
town of Pell ¢ity.” ete., approved Iebruary 28, 1903
By the eleventt <ection of the latter act it is made the
duty ot the “mayor and city council of Pell Gity, in St.
Clair county,” o pass ordinances to carry out the pro-
visions of {he act aund to provide suitable penalties for
the violation of any of the provisions of the act.

Thus as by these facis disclosed, it is made to appess
witheons e dispate that at the time fhis inf -pption
WS e e e B Tmagers v iggr s I ‘fﬁo__p??'s?'h
and be the fegisd «r,.;}?/-;. $29ET gL oF SRee wr Z g
fo tine, as a meniepad corporation, and as a SoVernmen
tal agency or iuél'ruumntality of the state it had been
exercising, continuously, all the fuuetions possessed by
wmunicipal corporations regularly organized under the
Code, for a period of more than 16 years. In 2 Spelling,
Extraordineey Relief o 116N 102, the principle of

[ IR 1 TR

ACQUICRCChee by vhe wrne o Corj segwent lose of vright

o disselve pupieipad Corporadion 15 asserted 1 +his
liwcwage: ‘fsye €romrthe vule o€ F:LL!:[(Q_POI»(Q)(WK\CLU
Prevails ti this country suainst the fahfeﬁf‘ﬂaﬁ&‘o?zﬂne—
charter of a municipal corporation, it is heid that the
state may. by long acquiescence in the existence and
acting as ~ncl o w wunicipality, become barred from
preveeding asainst it through its officers to forfeit its
franchises, although its original organization may have
been irregular and not in accordance with the general
laws of the state.™ The author, in support of ‘he (et
CHex the case 0 Ntale r Leatherman. 3% Srk st wineh,
we il upon s estimnion, is a well-eonsidered case and

w leading one on thee <obieet in hand.  The ease was a
proceeding by the Attorney General, by quo warranto.

to annul the charter of a defacto corporation of eiuht
years standing, and in it the Supreme Court of Arkax
sas hebd cthat the-state may by long acquiesecsus aumd

continued  recornition of a  municipal sappoargtion,
through her oflicers he prechided fram any information
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[Stuie, «y £, Flistud iy, v. The Town of Pell City.]

to deprive i o fx-:mcfu,‘es tongr ;-.\'vrcisod in accordance
With thr oy e IR quote from the e
LEEEN (VNS PRI 0 sseing (o the reasons fop ap
By the dactring. of HOPRENOENCe gentinst (e Stike e
UNE S TR of (R g oreefully i) hucidly ot
fiarth,

In the case of Jameson o People 16111 257,63 Am.
Dec. 304, which Was a proceeding by quo warranto o
inquire into the organizatioy of a municipal corpora-
tion, instituteq four years after the town was incorpo-
rated, the Legislature paq enacted Jaws coneerning {he
town and the public had recavnized it gx nhuticipal.
BN A 100 EEST i} PER Bedid o canee of laches on
o i ol *MAte 11« . Aeprived of (. right of in-
PO e e validity of (he CHEpOTation. The court,
U PR, said ; “Municipal COTprrbions e crog ped for
the public good, are demanded by the wanis of the com-
muuity, and the law, aftep long-continued s of corpor.
ate powers and the public acquiescence, will indalee in
presumptions in fayvor of their legal existence. The yw
will inecline to Sustain, rather than to defeat, then [
would seem incompaiihle with good fain el qeainsg
publie policy, although rregularitios may have igrer
veued in the organization of the town, now to hold that
s nar g bady carporte. The case of Ntate v Ty
LR TR S RV OO GRULY SO SN, was one hy quo
Ndrranto w anupul the chiarter of y CHY On acconng of
irregularitios that had intervened iy qj. oreanizaijon
proceedings had undep the generel Laws of Hinois,
it the court discussed and followed the eqses of Staie
Leatherman, supra, and J @meson v PPegple, Supra. o
the opinion ig found thig reasoning:  “If fhere i tu he
no limit to spep proceedings, aud if a4 any period of
time, howevep remote fromy the ringe of the oreanizario. -
of a umnicipu)it;y_, a procecding by uo warranto can Iy
resorted to, and syel municipality and jts officers onst i
of theip franchises because of irregnlarity in jje OF&y |
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[State. ex rel. Roberson v. The Town of Pell City.:

stion, it would effectually destroy the credit of munic
alities generally to such an extent as to render it im.
possible to grade and improve their streets, or to con-
struct auy Kind of improvements promotive of the
health, welfare, and convenience of their inhabitants,
Cand issue bonds or tax bills i in payment thereof. People
would be unwilling to labor for such cities, and capi-
ahxt\ to invest in their bonds, for fear of their disorgan.
zZiation.” \()L\\nh\t.nn!m«f only 12 vears had wlapsed
ft'nin the frregular vrganization naflil
inforimation the court held that the « s errs ]
of the right to 4h\~nlvv the (()t'pomtwn o the gennds
of laches. ,
4 On the foregoing duthOl‘ltle% as well as in view of
.. our own cases, which fully recognize the doctrine that ;
o the courts are \’extod \vn“h a diseretion and may refuse
a judgment of ouster if, kthmhopunnn the intarests
of the ;mhhc do ot x'r-qmrw ek i
is of the upinivn that, as the. e
7ed the m\elv»-\ TR m!nr u; l.m a

sSermpog, sf - the ot
i

STy argand-

Sgegtie

¢ Bty v‘rf
this mfnrumlmn and ° havo ﬂono on; Vear affoy  vear
during that time. (-\'erc* ising: th(, usual franchise, and
-as the corporation hax: heen: dlstmctlv and unequwocally
recognized - by the lwrwlatwe department of the state, no
inquiry should be now. permltted lookmg to the undo-
ing of their corporate ‘existence, —-C’apztal ('zty Water
Co. v. Macdonald. 105 Ala. 495, 426, 18 South. 62, 29
L. R. A 743 State . Umtf’d \'mfr-:v e‘tr,. Co., 140 .-Ha.
610, 37 South. 142, 10? Am. Qt Rep 0. : '
Let the judgment of the c:rcmt court, denvmg relief
to the petitioners, be '1fﬁrm(=d
Affirmed.

Tysox. @ J.. and HARALSON and SrMesox, JJI.. con
cur. :
2% R




MEMORTES OF PELL GITY'S EARLY DAYS

By: A Pioneer | Giti’zen

Reading the PEN PICTURE of Pell CGity it brings to me
memories of years gone by« | | o F | .
T went to Pell Gity in Mareh 1901 as night operator, my first job, to sey. 7.
3: was sgﬁaired and nervioué dont expl_.aiﬁ ny feelings at all,‘ I ée‘b 546-.00“ _
per month for 30 and 31 nights, I got board at the éornett and Hazél;zddé' ‘. :
Hotel for.g$l0.00 per mqﬁth, ard it was good grub and a fine room, -in N/W ’.
corner of what was known as fhe Maxwell Bldg, now occui)ied by AP Store,
their store room was fhen our dining room. '
¥Mrs Gameron Ran a boexding house in saﬁxe buildirg up’ stairs over stere now
th_e Hi11 store, at thaf, time Mrs 'Spears had the Post Office iﬁ thét TOO0M,
M W, W. Zellrer 'had a small grocery store in building nos-} k_nown»as Pell
City &ro éo,, operated by James Ingrem, tha_t was the entire busines'sr of
Pell City when I went. there in 1901, I will -nm'J give the populatiop of

Pell City in 1901.

MR & Mrs H. A. Cornett

Mr. & Mrs. J. Z. Hazelwood

Mrs Cemeron and daughter Lizzie

Mr & Mrs W. W, Zellper ‘ BRI
Col axd Mrs Spears, three daughters, Misses Hortense,Ellen ard Pratt, they: -
were the enly young ladies of the City. , _ _

Mr. S. D, Kilgroe, lgeut Sou,E&W, and B&A RR'S and his family, (INCLUDING
BANDALL) who was a small but smart kid, he could telegraph when just tall
enough to stand at table and reach the key. _ o
Joe H. Willingham, Clack for the 3 Railroads, ard one of my best friends,
In those days Salesman could come to Pell City with large trumks and work
the country in hacks, Corrett and Hazelwood operated a Livery Steble, LAWSEY .
Stuart and fustin Hazlewood were their drivers. Now I will give you the list -
of Gol (colored) that I knew., Sem Hamby was employed as Porter at Depot, '
Bibb Castleberry wes flunky at Hotel, Allen =---————cant remember his nemg
was cook at HOtel.I think thats all of our col that was at Pell Gity when I
went there. : . D
I thirk I am correct as to names of people there in 1901, if not just lmg A
. it to my memory or to an old man 71, s you will learn as years go by you )
forget. I shall never forget the day Mr. Cogswell moved to Pell City,.
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Life was very dull to me ag I worked and slept days, would get up about -

2FM, no place to go, only to depot, ard harg out until supper time s a1l we
got to see was the E&W and B&A come in with their passengers, then the Sou
trains. The day Mr Cogswell unloaded his H H goods it was a sight to nsy
they unloaddd ene Bey horse » On8 Surry, which amused me very much as it was
the first buggy I hed ever seen with FRENGE around the top, and the first

ever to come to this country, eme bird dog » White and brown, named Jaeck or Dan,
I cant recall which and several loads of HH goods.y Jack AND Julian were small
boys, I remember & boy/Skteter) he did not stay at Pell veéry mach, I had just
tradedjobs with an Operator by name of Roop when the depot blow-up'happemd,

I WAS workirg nights at Leeds,_heazjd Roop tell the dispateher, "this depot

is on fire", the DispatchHer told him ‘to save a key and sourder, (that’."was
about 3:30.AM) I WENT out oh platform ard lay on a bale of cotton leoking to
See the fire, though mountains cut off the flames. I heard the wires go

dead then knew something had happered., I returned to office grounded iy
wires east told the Dispr I had them grounded, he told me to leave it on, in .
about 20 mirmtes I heard the opr at Riverside calling the Dispr, he had strung
a wire through Atlanta, Chatt, Nashville to Bham, all he knew was there had
been an explosion at Pell, some time after No II came on to Leeds Gave me a
message to have Ambulance'!s meet train at Terminal , I shall mever forget

the remark Col Speers mede, he had one of his armps broken, said a jug of
whiskey hit him, he said he had quit whiskey several years ago ard now whiskey
would not let him alons. There were several hurt ard oue that I kmow of g Mr
Hall, (our hotjoint man) Was KILLED, it broke windows out of several houses
aid shook country for several miles, I was then sent back to Pell ard worked
with a Mr Simpson as Agt, he was sent frem Weshington to strafghten out the
Pell. City Office as all records were destroyed. - '

My first meéeting with Mr Cogswell was on a Saturday night. Mo 74 g freight
train arrived at Pell about 1030FM , I hﬁ;‘%&gﬁ them, The ineer
George Garrett came ir/MSffice waiting for'Gand® %o come, \wé heard a shot and
ran out a man came running around depot ard said get me a place to ley down,

I have been shot. I fixed him a pPlace on the trucks ard he lay down, the train
lef't though the Cordr Bill Little told me his flagmen name Black: shot the man,
it was up to me to get help. I sent Bib Castleberry the flunky at Hotel who
slept on mail bags in office at night, for help, he got Mr. Corrett, Hazlewood
and Cogswell., 4

While they were coming I questioned the boy as to his name and adress, he
said he was a casket maker, his name Walter Ratiree, Mother Rachel, lived

38 Walottt St Atlarta Ga. When the bunch got there, Mr Cogswell said we have
to get a Dr ', some one went to Eden and got Dr Gray, when he examined him he
sald there's ne chane for him, he was shot twice through the breast, balls
came out just under lewer ribs, said balls crossed. Mr Cogswell went off angd
returned with a cot, we placed him on the cot Mr Hazlewood got a laprobe from
Stable ard spread over him we then took bff his shoes and tieéd them to cot,
then we wired his Mother,- hed s essage from her sayirg if he died bury him
there as she had 1o money, Mr Cogswell. sugested we buy a ticket pin it on him
and ship him to Atlanta, which we did. I sold Dick Alford the tieket. Yhen
he arrived in Atlanta the Sou Ry had him on their hands %o sent to a hospital,
then the big thing came off. The Sou By wanted to know who sold the ticket
and who to. That put me up a tree s 811 I ould do was forget who got the
ticket, and thats what I did, my job was at stake and I needed it, we all
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went inour pockets and paid all expences. This men lived. I saw him & few
‘years later on the streets working out a fine for Hoboing, he told me he
was not able to work, told me about being shot at Pell. I went to the
Mayor Dr Brown ard told him about the shooting and he sent for him ard found
it true, he went home got a pair of shoes told Walt to put them on and start
walking ard never return to Riverside. o '
There are many things happened in Pell While I wo%ed there that come to me
at times though think I have stated enough., = I ' )
This is for Elizabeth Cogswell Staries, of my past days while working at
Pell Gity I hope she will enjoy reading when her mature days come

Tom S. Coleman, Sep 8th 1950

S/ Tom S. Goleman

T Eliyatith O ATirss, T 14 1966




Hunicipal Corporstion: Dissolution; irrezularities in Crpenizetion,e-s

¥hers the people of & loeality had orgenised themselves into s
sunielpsl orzanization, undsr coler of law st least, end had continnsusly
for fiftecn ysars exercised all the functions of o duly organized
munieipel corporation, sed whers the legislature of the siate had
durlng that time by several sete reeoginized it es an existing
munieipsl corporation, & proveeding by the state on the relstion of
one of ite eltizens %o dipclve it for an irregularity in its
orgsnlzation, in thel the petitivn Tor incorporation alleged the
petitioners to be residents of legal 8.8, instesd of adult male
inhebitants, will act be entertained beceuss of luches and of the
disorstion of the court to refuse Judgment of ouster, where, in

ite opinion, the interest of the public do not reguire sush judgment

to be entered,

guﬁrsﬁﬁ @ourt Reporter
Yol 187
Hontgomery, Alsbhama
The Zrown Printing Co., Printers end findsrs, 1906
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OF ALABAMA.

[ Stute, ex rel, Roberson v, Phe Town of Delt (DI

ter, awd to annul the incorporation.
denying the petition, relator appeals

From a judgues
Affirmed.

Vieronr T e and Crrarnes
lant. Quo warranto ix the proper remedy.—\West [nd
The State, e el 138 Ala, 2055 See. 3420, Code 1896,
The petition did not show that it was signed by

P. Prarr. for appel-

fwenty

a1 more sadult male Tnhabitante -—8ep, § il
Fomust ol obe iuay Frretu
: are viesent and in the record w e CouwwT NS haus 1107
Fedd Smﬂﬁav?/t/ wsd;crﬁm- v Cwydév bt Pl
P Narage 'r, i ol
Ala. 9%
M. sumrry, and McLane Tivrox, Jr., for appellee:

The duties of o probate judge in incor pm-'mnn munici-
patitios are purely : beliy it
The «ute, ex rel ff%‘ Bla 245 E’ay qﬂ‘@b‘i*@ Fﬁéfﬁ/ o
by impliaart ion — RbbereHh e
‘ mémw%»wed Rébalf s

it

I g T b
Lealhiervian, i§>~‘ \v} sto Pedgin ro Metar
321,
el N s Plis r«an action to the nature of guo

]
section

wirranto, copnmerneed under subdivision 3 of

S4200 6f the Code of H«’S'Hi (’xm'tinu :”):1»'53, (‘mlw of 190673,
to dissolve

SEoChaie conmty, P hwm'!wu ifé

s against the

COFpPale st ;t;,wmis vt gned couneilmen, The
town was organized on the 6th day of May, 1801, under

title 14,
fion {n ¢

1 of the Code of 1886, and so far as the peti
his ease shows the proceedings in respect 0 15
oruaniziion or cveation of the corporation wers
with

the exeepts

that in the petition e

s




PREME COURT
serson v. The Town of Pell City.]

seeking to incorporate gaid town, the
alleged to be dpesidents of Pell City,
whereas the statute provided that
uld he ssiened by fwenty or wmore of
cilabitunis L poy the irrewntarity

¢

i ihe alleged teual pighi to B e
corporation lianlwu and the puiesdant amd LoJA]Q\lmé’,n
excluded from office.

In the view we take of ihe case 11 i not neeessary o
discuss the validity vel non of the proceedings had be-
fore the probate judge; for upon well-setth «1 principles
of Jaw, which we shall advert to, ib mighioeven e ¢on-
Cedeéwmfmgqiﬁeg; Loernbarits gecUrYed and ror that
veason tHhadt the ¢ oration wasnel /gc]cu/l}/ sianized,

ihe stte, an + zmely c(,p,ohccmm/ Geadtd have

fond the ziaz‘s;n-wi; ; : RETEE St peignrent rete

appealed from h‘lmnid b z\ﬂirnml. The xw'm-el fhiwe Tosen

that the orvder of incorporation wis made ou May 8,
1891, and that the corporation has heen in the eontinued
and nnmtmnptvd exercise of the rights ad franchises,
and in the discharge of all muunicipal obli fontions and

51

duties, under the laws of the state sipne thaiodnte 1
i« further shown by the rec ord that the state fuls more
than onee, by legislative enactment, recognized Prejl ity
P ‘%‘w* rofer o two of {hese

giget et s T 31 wes " s aet e cohe
wiitute the fowi af Pell 730 U 59 C\,V\&fe&‘_ﬁwuﬁﬁhifﬂ
ote., approved ebruary fwd, gt thercin sadier
{he first and gecond sections creating the district and
providing that it shall receive each year its mnpnmvm-
ate =hure of the «chool fund going to st Claiv county- it
w¢ there shall be a hoard of educaiion for

G e ih

qaid distpicr e be composed of the oot intetdant
of said town and fouy other Dersins, fona fide residents

of said town: and the second s an aci entitled “An acl




O ALABAMA,
PState, ex el Teoberson + The Town of Pell Cits

to establishwainiain and regulate o dispensary in ¢
town of Pell «iiv” ot ‘mpmwd IFebruary 28, 1603
By the eleveus soerion of the latter act it is made the
duty of the “wavor and (‘it;v couneil of Pell City, in St
Clair county,” to pass omlinances to carry out the pro-
visions of the act and to provide suitable penalties for
the violation of any of ihe provisions of the act.
Thuscas by these facis disclosed, it is made o ang

ivante that ar the
E‘Z the P
m thine LR G T k Foah corpaPrtian, aml an a4 covernines
tal ageney or instrumentality of the state it had been
excreising, eontinuously, all the funetions possessed by
municipal corporations vegularly organized ander the
Code, for a period of more than ih vears, In 2 Bpelling,
Extraordinaey Relief o 1ias © p=al ghe prineiple of
Segescenee ba The e Cori SCFERNT lowm of v
ediese o omepieipad Corporation's asserted 1 bas
powdde ) fsye €ronr the vule o€ publicpolicywhich
Prevaiis b thioe comnins sosiine b J}aéﬂ eW%@Q& o{*ﬂhe
clharter of 4 minnicipal mrpmannn, 1 is Bl
state may, by one acquieseence in the existence and
foo s mmieipality, become barred from
procesdin e noginsg i through its officers to forfeit its
franchises, although its original organization may have
been irregular and not in aceordance with the general
laws of the state”™ The author, in suppert of

Aeting as el

A SNdete o Lratherm A% Srk omi, owhieh,
We dind upon geriaion, boa welleonsidered case and
adewding one o the ccbocet in hand. The case was a
proceeding by the Aftorney General, by quo warranto,
to annul the charter of a defacto corporation of ei
venrs .m.,.,;vuhn::, and in it the Supreme Court
sas bild cihot the state may by long mw;m
(1onﬁmxwi ecrneition of g munies
throueh hier officoo he precli




V. The Town of Pell City.]

s Tong exercised in accordance

I ot guote from the vase
that the reasons for ajp
Senee against the stute sy

weefaliv g lneidly sei

b the case of Jumeson o Peeple 4N 257063 A
Dec. 304, whien wWas a procecding by quo wirranto to
inquire into the organization of 4 manicipal corpora.
tion, instituted four years after the town was ineorpo-
‘ated, the Legislature had CRaciod Jws concerning {he
town and the public had Fevoziizind it ae g himicipal
- : 1 Beastipne of Liches on

SRR LN 11 S AUTE S IO right of in-

Cof the corpere o The conr,

gt sand “Muunicipad COFpOSIOnS dee crontad fop
the public good, ape deranded by thee wone af The cony
munity, and the faw, aftep long-continued g of vorpor.
ate powers and the publiv acquieseence, wif indiloe in
presumptions in favor of their Tegal evistence, The Liw
will ineline 1o SUstaing, rather thin to defeat, thon, I
would seem incompatible wig gooth fith L Haiins
publie policy, although trregularitios Ay have inper
vened in (he organization of the OwWn, now to hold 1ha

el eorparate”  The eaxe ol Ntate v, Towy

Moo SR RW SRS Was one by guo
Marvanto o ansul the charior Of @ity on aceonnt of
irregularities that had intervewst i ). sreanization
proceedings had under (he generel aws of {Hinoie §n
it the court diseussed and followed the cases of Ntute
Leathermpn supra, and Jameson 1 People, supra. 11
the opinion is found this reasoning: -~y there is o b
no Hmit to sueh proceedings, and if 4RV period of
tine, howevep Femote from the e of (. SIS T TR RRtE
of a municipality, o procecding by qno Wiarranto ean b
resoried Lo, and sycel municipality and ifs officers g
of their franchises hecanse of irn-gularir,\f i its oreny




OF ALABAMA.
[8tate, ex rel. Roberson v The Town of el

dion, it wonld effectually destroy the credit of mun
ities generally to such an extent as to render it
sossible (o grade and improve their street or-to- con-

F

“traet gy kind of dmprovements promotive of the
pealth, welfare, and convenience of their inhabitants,
and issue bonds or tax bills in paymeunt thereof. People
would be unwilling to labor for sach eitie and ecapi-
talists fo invest i their honds, for fear of their } imoroan.
Notwithay fooniv 42
ou the drpeoniay Hi‘giiii%?&iﬁ?é
the court held b

of the right to dissolve the
of lache

Ou the foregoing authorities, ax well as in view of
our own cases, which fully recognize the doctrine that
the courts are vested with a diseretion and may refuse
ajudement of ouster if. b their oninion. 1

of the public do not requir

1
i of the npinion that, as the
zed th
ipal corporation miore than 18 years bl
this information, ang has‘ aone on, year

during thal ime, exorc
as the caorporntion has heen ﬁt sting iiv and unﬁquw(}cal}y
recognized by the legislative department of the state, no
inquiry should be now permitted, looking to the undo-
ing of their corporate existence.—Capital City ?Fa?w
Co. v. Macdonald, 105 fkh 42.31 426, 18 :
LR A T48; State v
610, 37 South. 442, 103 Am. 8t Rep. 680,

Let the judgment of the cireuit court, denying relief
to the petitioners, be affirmed.

Affirmed.

Tyson 4 aud HaARALSON and Srvpsos
cur.
2% R
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Lifestyles

Rotary International
governor speaks

By Cindy Warner

Home staff writer

Dale Wallace, District 6860 Gov-
ernor for Rotary International was
gucst speaker at the Pej] City Rotary
Club meeting Tuesday.

Wallace, a member of the Bir-
mingham East Rotary Club, spoke to
the Pell City club on what he feels is
the top four reasons for being in Ro-

The top reason is because of the
outstanding fellowship Rotary pro-
vides its members among each other
and with the community.

The second is because of the tre-
mendous impact Rotary has on the
community with projects such as is
statewide literacy campaign and
through Sponsorships of programs
such as Camp ASCCA (Alabama
Special Camp for Children and
Adults).

Third is the international scope
that Rotary provides its members for
service causes.

Rotary International i established
in 187 countries, There are 502 dis-
tricts worldwide and more than one
million members, Wallace said.

Clubs across the world have the
Opportunity 1o help each other with

—— e —

to Pell City club

projects both big and small, he said.

Andthe MOostimportant reason for
being in Rotary is ause of the
princi})les for which the club stands.

All Rotary members are encour-
aged to live by themes such as the
international theme for 1993-1994

- “Believe In What You Do, Do What

You Believe In.”

- Wallace said District 6860 covers
the whole northern half of the state of
Alabama. '

Wallace is a native of Birming-
ham and is a partner angd founding
member of the law firm Wallace,
Jordan, Ratliff, Byers and ‘

Eureka
Bravo®

“Sure Value"
with on-bourd attachments

$7999‘




Subdivision residents petitior

Pell City
\ﬁ)a,

By Cindy Warner

Home staff writer

Residents of Sunset Strip subdi-
vision told the Pell City Council that
the main reason they want {o be an-
nexed into the city limits is because
they desperately need a water sys-
tem.”

~The residents said they all have 1o
dcpend on wel' water for thclr water
conwmmated and isn’t suuable for

" drinking.

The water also contains a lot of
tron, they said. That means that most
of their laundry hasto be taken into a
local laundromat becausc the iron
stains clothes.

The residents camc belore the

council Monday night with signed:

petitions from homeowners in the
. area asking the city to consider them
for annexation.

The Sunset Strip subdivision is in
between two subdivisions that the

city recently did vote to approve for

annexation, Mays Bend and Eagle
Points.

Councilman George Williamssaid
the Eagle Point subdivision has been
officially annexedand the Mays Bend
area is slated to be annexed soon.

The council explained to the res-
idents of Sunset Strip that those areas
were allowed 10 annex only because
they agreed to pu[ in their own water

systems.

Whenthe city was firstapproached
about the Eagle Point/Mays Bend
annexation, the city was not in a
financial position to finance a major
waler project, Williams said.

So, a plan was presented where
DonRaughton, developerof the Eagle
Point area, would pay to put the water
system in for both subdivisions, Wil-
liams said. R

The city agrecd to take the sysiem
over upon its completion, pay the
moncy. back interest frec, and pro-
vide the water service.

The city has onc year after the
system is completed before it has to
start paying the moncy back, Coun-
cilman Mack Abercrombic said. Af-
ter that, the city has [ive years to pay
it back completely.

The city will repay the system
from the fees it will charge the resi-
dents to tap on to rececive the water
service, Williams said.

Council members told the Sunset
Strip residents that they would need

tocomeout withcity engineer Charles

Tucke, to inspect the area before they
could recommend what would need

~ to be done about getting water 1o that

area.

.Mayor Lawrence Fields did men-
tion that Commissioner Paul Man-
ning had agreed 1o help get the roads
in that area resurfaced to bring them
up tocity specifications in orderto be

pyncnforannexanc
W

brought in.

Also Monday, the council:

[} Tabled action on a petit
vacate certain parts of Cha
Street, Virginia Avenue and all
blocks:53 and 54.

(1. Approved a sign varian
quest from Captain D’s sealc
erect a sign that is 35 feet higl
city ordinance currently state
signsberestricted to26 feetinh

“The council also approved
quest from Gil Edge for a sigr
ance that would allow. him 1¢
structa high risc advertiscmen
20.

Edgcesaid the advertisement
be located on 1-20 near Old Cot
road. The council had to appro
variance because the sign’s
ment would violate the c¢ity’s
nance that the signs be set bac
feet from the right of way.

Edge said his sign would be
150 feet from Old Coal City
and about 10 feet from the inte

J Discussed a sewerage rel
tation project to upgrade city’s
holesand also toextend the sew
line behind Highway 78 and Pe

- Steakhouse.

Fields said the rehab proj
being mandated by the Alaban
partmentof Environmental M:
ment to help prevent storm
drainage from flooding thecity”.
erage syslem.
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Cindy Warner
ne staff writer :

Residents of Sunset Strip subdi-
ion told the Pell City Council that
main reason they want to be an-
:ed into the city limits is because
y desperately need a water sys-
1
The residents said they all have 1o
yend on well water for their water
irce and somcumcs the waicer 1%
aminated and isn’t suitable for
nking.
The waler also contains a lot of
n, they said. That means that most
their {aundry has to be taken into a
:al laundromat bccausc the iron
ins clothes.
The residents camc before the
uncil Monday night with signed
litions from homeowners in the
:a asking the city to consider them
- annexation.
The Sunset Strip subdivision is in
tween two subdivisions that the

y recently did vote to approve for-

nexation, Mays Bend and Eagle
ints.

Councilman George Williams said
> Eagle Point subdivision has been
ficially annexedand the Mays Bend
¢a is slated to be annexed soon.

The council explained to the res-
ents of Sunset Strip that those areas
>re allowed to annex only because
sy agreed to put-in their own water

When the city was firstapproached
about the Eagle Point/Mays Bend
annexation, the city was not in a
financial position to finance a major
water project, Williams said.

So, a plan was presented wherc
DonRaughton, developerof the Eagle
Pointarea, would pay to put the water
system in for both subdivisions, Wil-
liams said.

The city agreed to take ihe system
over upon its completion, pay the
moncy back interest free, and pro-
vide the water scrvice.

The city has onc ycar after the
system is completed belore it has o
start paying the money back, Coun-
cilman Mack Abcrcrombic said. Al-
ter thal, the city has five years 1o pay
it back completely.

The city will repay the system
from the fees it will charge the resi-
dents to tap on to receive the water
service, Williams said.

Council members told the Sunsetl
Strip residents that they would need

tocome out withcity engineer Charles

Tucke, to inspect the area before they
could recommend what would need
10 be done about geum0 water to that
area.

.Mayor Lawrence Fields dnd men-
tion that Commissioner Paul Man-
ning had agreed to help get the roads

in thatarea resurfaced to bring them.

up tocity specificationsin order to be

apts petition
Pyncﬂforannexauon

broughtin.

Also Monday, the council:

{1 Tabled action on a petition [0
vacate ceriain parts of Chambers
Street, Virginia Avenue and alleys in

blocks 53 and 54.

Q. Approved a sign variance re-
quest from Captain D’s seafood 0
erect a sign {hat is 35 fcet high. The
city ordinance currcntly states that
signs berestricted 1026 feetinheight.

The council also approvcd are-
quest from Gil Edge for a sign vari-
ance that would allow. him 10 con-
struct a high rise advertiscment on 1-
20.

Edge said the advertisement would
be located on 1:20 near Old Coal City
road. The council had to approve the
variance because the sign’s place-
ment would violate the city’s ordi-
nance that the signs be sct back 660
feet from the right of way.

Edge said hxs sign would bc about
150 feet from Old Coal City Road
and about 10 fect from the interstate.

{1 Discussed a sewerage rehabnh-
tation project to upgrade city’s man-
holes andalso to extend the sewerage
line behind Highway 78 and Pell City
Steakhouse.

Fields said the rehab project is
being mandated by the Alabama De-
partment of Environmental Manage-
ment to help prevent storm water
drainage from flooding thecity’ssew-
erage system.
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By Cindy Warner -

Home staff writer.

The board of directors of Hospice
Care in Pell City have named Wayne
Melvin executive director followin g
the retirement of Janice Miller.
© Mrs. Miller has been executive

directorsince the Oct. 18,1992, death
of her husband, Dr. Alex Miller, who
founded Hospice in 1990,

Melvin said Mrs. Miller, whosé
~ retirement was effective Oct. 1, has
plans to pursue personal interests.

“Janice stayed on long enough for
us o get on our feet,” Melvin said.
“She wants to pursue some other
things and rest.” > ‘

The board named Phyllis Brown
to fill Melvin’s former position as

assistant director. 1 coni . e pa ““He has made quite a few changes
Mrs. Brown will continue with Nancy Odom, patient care coor- 10 ensure our patients are receiving

her previous r esponsibilities as vol- dinator, said a few changes in policy ~ better care,” she said.

unteer coordinator and will a}so fill have beenmade, but they are changes Patient demand has increased

the remainder of Mrs. Mxlle; SIIM  ghe thinks will be for the better. lately with more and more patients

as secretary on the board of directors.  ~ “We have made some changes in -~ coming from the Blount County area,
Mrs. Miller is not the only well-  our patient care policy,” she said. = Melvin said. & R

known Hospice employee 10 retire, “We have eliminated a lot of the - Hospiee Care provides service to

~ Wayne Melvin ~ Phyllis Brown

ared, Melvin said. ill patients with health care 10-help
Melvin said the job responsibili- . make their last days as pain-free as
tiesleft by the twopositionsare being possible. R
assumed by the Hospice care staff, . ‘Mrs.Odomsaidalotof thechanges
“The day-to-day operations have been made by Dr. William
haven’t changed,” Melvin said. “We Dunham, Hospice Care’s medical
have just taken on the extra respon- director since Jan. 1.

sibilities.” -

Melvin said. : paperwork, and it will give us more St _Clair, Blount and southern
Sylvia Darnall, the administrative quality time with the patients.” Talladega counties, Melvin said.
assistant in charge of marketingand  Mrs. Odom said Hospice is also The new directors said they are

public relations, also retired on Oct. continuing to work on establishinga excited about the future, including
1. , closer relationship with its patients’ plans for National Hospice Month in

Mrs. Darnall’sretirement was due personal physicians. ~ November and a spring walkathon
to her relocation to the Birmingham Hospice Care‘providcsktenninally fund-raiser. ‘

— R R EE T T




Cindy Warner/Home staff photo

Fall ;beautifibation award

The Pell City Garden Club presented the fall
beautification award for a school or business
to the St. Clair County Head Start at Coal City.
The flowers inthe front yard of the school were
planted by the children who attend head start
and Mr. Walter Kennedy. Pictured, front row,
from left, are Robert Martin, Feleshia Williams,

Cornisha Singleton, and Demarcusdones. Sec-
ond row, from left, Holly McCombs, Christo- -

pher Clough, Darcell Jordan, Brett Burke, and

Courtney Beavers.
Byers, Titfany Low:

Third row, from left, Justin
der, Megan Majors, Melanie

Posey and Lamar Pickett. Back row, from left,
Polly Warren, Eisie McGowan, Lynn Erwin, and
Mary Oison. Mrs. McGowan acceptedthe award
for Kennedy who was unable to be there due to

illness.
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St. Clair auxiliary holds

The St. Clair Regional Hospital
Auxiliary held its fifth annual Card
Party, and it appears that this year’s
evenl was another success.

According to auxiliary volunteer
Mary Olson, there were about 100
players that turned out 1o play bridge
at the Pell City Civic Center.

"The total figure of how much
money was raised from the event
hasn’t been determined yet, but that
money will once again be used by the
auxiliary to buy needed hospial
equipment.

Mrs. Olson and Polly Warren, who
is also a member of the hospital’s
volunteerorganization, said the group
will use. the money to purchase a
trauma stretcher and anew Dynamap
monitor. ) ;

Last year the groupused the money
from their various fund-raising ac-
tivities to purchase two trauma
stretchers, stainless steel table for the -
kitchenandanew microscope for the
lab, Mrs. Olson said. ‘

The next fund-raiser for the aux-
tliary will be the annual Tree of Lights.

Each year, a huge Christmas tree
is placed in front of the hospital, and
lights can be bought in memory or in

‘honor of someone. An honor roll

with the nameslistedonitisplacedin O’ ' // /,: /4.7 Can
the lobby of the hospital. U ’y e 4~/3 7
Tickets for this year’s tree will go

leNov.1,and the tree will be lit _ Enjoying the card party, from left, are: Kay co-chairman Polly Warre
ﬁf,,‘asfghri‘s’fma;‘” o free i ; : Mickle; Irene Sexton, chairman; Frances Wright, and Libby Mull.
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e hit Enjoying the card party, from left, are: Kay co-chairman Polly Warren, Beverly Patterson
Mickle; Irene Sexton, chairman; Frances Wright, and Libby Mull.

XX an



z;w

HISTORY OF BPHLL

**ﬁ&g ihe %&%ﬁ%iiﬁi %ﬁ&&%ﬁiﬁ% and
: &% &ﬁ‘f@ about

3 ol 5 %& ‘%}%ﬁ%ﬁ@fﬁigbm ;&a %ﬁuﬁﬁ%@? ﬁﬁiﬁm fﬁliﬁ o
el irely sbove 95 deg ﬁkﬁﬁi

'@ﬁﬁkéékiﬁ@ soe: ﬁﬁ%ﬁ ﬁh@ %eaaﬁy af i% ﬁﬁ% ‘the ﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁi
ed by the losation thut he ama@mmw mm aai s tulents,

‘““°7Mi%y* %@kﬁﬁﬁyf@'ﬁﬁﬁ %ﬁ %ﬁ%&ﬁ
: 50, fe 'a%mmﬁémm

which he %&~ : ; ; 7 £.
ay _@ﬁ, &ﬁu %ﬁiﬁ %%@ ?ﬁ&i %ﬁ%y %&n& ¢ ‘dm;, he Irvon and
= ,ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ é; ﬁg %@%f ?,;%, y&a&@%@

%ﬁ* ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ 1“
mentsl in %ﬁ%ﬁ% the
soil pipe plant %ﬂ &@ &?@3%&& iﬁ%&% suath,
sgened Lo be a8 §f%$§@§a%g %a&&%. by Ba @

L M ) o i e e, - éﬁ?é&wmm@s‘m %’f.‘!mw&?ﬁu




 nearly alsays f&f@%&&ﬁ”ﬁ?,; paet ; 45
At gﬁ%@ sre generslly cool enowgh o exi ‘
The precent town of Pell wi%?‘iﬁ due to the ?ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ @f @ﬁxﬂﬁigﬁﬁ $§
g pon, unter %ﬂgﬁ%ﬁilg vhe upon seelng the ipeation for the $irst time
;%%& 8o inpressed with the besuty eof it and the nutursl edvenbsges gﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁm
~$ﬁ by the locstion that he immecintely began usinghis tolents, his energy
: the promotion of a modern city,. The firet town charter wes grented
i Gity Lamd Company @ﬁ‘iﬁﬁ 2Bth &&g of Cotober, 1867, its incor-
LOrs %&ﬂgg Jehn 8, Nﬁiﬁﬁxg xit Pa ¥1 :* e e mg%%, gt Fom &%@’3‘ Ey
m%@ii ﬁﬁﬁyﬁﬁﬁgﬁ Jonn . Inzer., The Lown si%& wes eBrveyed, sireets
an fow houses built, During the yawr 1667 three reilrcads
% @%ﬂgﬁkﬁ Cooss Valley Hailrpad snd Lhe | southesn &niir&%ﬁ
int depot, s twe stery structure iocated aboul vhere the
%ﬁa‘%&* «x@ﬁz ﬁhﬁ@r ﬁﬁw&%ay now atonds. The Tast snd vest Hulle
it b family of Pells, This is vhere
£ %@ii Niﬁg %ﬁf&?@ﬁ i%ﬁ wame, &b the tins the ruilrosd station
ﬁﬁﬂ only other building in town was the ﬁ@rﬁ&%@ &ﬁﬁ%i;iﬁﬁ%@ﬁk
¢ home of B, (. Grsvette now stands.
ﬁﬁ@@f’*ﬁ%&%&i&, at that ime in the employment of the Home Life
v ae General igeni. in the regulay cvurse of businses,
. went to Telladegs, slabums, %o establish sn sgeney. Seing
;@ tw&ia @&ﬁﬁ&@%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ @% ?% 3 ty, h& %ﬁ& forced L0 spend
fi ; iﬁg %@ iﬁ@ﬂ%ﬁ%&ﬁ ﬁé%&‘

¢ ehare 4 1 ;
wa& 1@%%%&& where the sartin
¢ Upug Company now stands, 4
: ﬁ&w@fr, %&@&ﬁ&kkﬁ‘yﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁa
leon, In the panie of 1i8
was fovoed inte ¥ ﬁi@%&ﬁﬁ;@
nop weve removed to Anniston,
tation of being the largest center
4, ¥r, Cogewell had heard of the
 diguatrously the panic had
3 { 11 ity in 1961, Ep. Cogswell
/ loocked the wi rein to see what progress had
Viﬂ ﬁ%ﬁ @&gﬁ@ h& ﬁﬁiﬁ»zﬁ ya%ﬁ% ‘before. e wus surprised to Bes
e : t3, he communiested with ix, Plovmen
anked ?%w% @%& %ﬁ& %ﬁ%ﬁ&f~@1. the tosn. . Plowssn, replied, %@l&»
‘bim of the towvns misfortunes and its ups &ﬂ@~%933ﬁ, and alse said
osn was for sale. ix. w@ﬁ&ﬁﬁ&i ﬁ@giaaﬁ to buy. The pri e being
§@&, the desds were sent to stlanta Bational Pank for exanine
to title. Bafore payment, H. I rith gnd Judge ﬁﬁ:@iﬁg of sshaille

ﬂ’&%ﬁmﬂfﬁpﬁﬁgfﬁlfhm desds snd vronounced ﬁ%ﬁm:ﬁﬁ%&. B, agsw&il, then J%au!

for, Ond Sec urtc“th'aj,f/é' fjo“Hui ’70{4,;»\- Q"i( \LGTix the &KCEJ’{'&O

éﬁ@@ now %%%&ﬁﬁ‘\ 
Bz is in the ?@%~“




¢v€%

the x‘mlﬁ&mﬁ of the Heroules E?i% Sonpar '*, @@ﬁiﬁ . Brandies 50 %mﬁ %ﬁﬁﬁﬁ
sssoeiate Justice of the U, 8. Suprems Lo %, &L this time Dherewns ouly
45 people living within the Co-opersie limiis of Pell City, Seven of these
ﬁ%@*@%ﬁ% ARy, and in mwmr 1801, %&, %gwam brought his family of five,
0 live im Pell City making the totel pol m@a a&ﬁi, %% %mx %m %m town
¥ Zrown up in %ﬁ@ﬂ &mi shrubbery. Ther ,

iG4% inte or M% of gm %% in any ﬁim@%&

: aﬁw%mmg ﬁ%@w, ;w%f 'ﬁw svondale %ﬁi% ’a, m }h%ﬁ iém wmm m&i
‘ﬁ%m%zg, m&i %@W fyom Emﬁ. w&ia &iﬁ, s Syunstes, sil of
pe Sung . aﬁ; Mﬁ aim, afl %@mgg

,m the mw%g ~
ool s red clay hills of
. X;&&%ﬁr&ﬁ g&iﬁﬁ&yﬁﬁ@im :a;,m‘

%ﬁﬁ T OB SEY aral pr T % 1iving,
cheniets were ?@iﬁﬁ%ﬁg@% the way fw he o of t plan
#tilizing She yaw metals sze.m% sree found ;m af; mew mzm af @&&
%}ﬁtfgiﬁg an influx of populsii 41
{Pell Gity renufseturing Comp

of 3:@%@}
r, Cogswell mﬁa@w%@a the Fell ﬁmy @%l@ Conpa
i’& &%@ m&% %&i‘ i&z&é{'mﬁ %’%ﬁ ﬁi}&‘& 8p ﬁg ?@i  is

1§i$§ 'ﬁ,&@';  : 2 “ ’ ‘,
Griffith was mfﬁ;w@ﬁw. ﬁ%ﬁi ﬁﬁ w@a@ g

W& &@w
ﬁ%ﬁw topswell ; ;
- %e Te SDbtarnes 1@%&%@
J06 Eéiigm& ‘ ' 1682~to pyesent time

dn l@ﬁ%, Jm Be A, ¥mriim, = Wﬁﬁg @@yﬁi»ﬁw eame $o reil @my
B » a5 e genegel practice of zedicine. Dy, Has ~-za
wns inst: a;?*ra m w:aﬁ g&*ﬁwﬁim of sevsral subsdivisions, sud mﬁ one
of ite most pudblic spirited and lending eitizens, eamgwiﬂm B saoh to
the welfare and the up building of the oity.
In 1803 su election was held to locate & gourthouse sn the South ﬁiﬂ&ﬁ
Bagkbone Hountein, which is the gevgrephical divids of Bte Glair
Soun . Pell City, Bdem, Uasl Clity, wnd Eiveraide entered into conpabis
@mﬁ o 'm% the ﬁmﬁ%ﬁw%g&a%%ﬁ in their vempective towns. Fyee
o activitiss mere A t . gns waged by amzi f&@*&ﬁﬁﬁs
ﬁ%ﬁﬂ%ﬁ.@ﬁ, held o r &, 18 iy L4y won by sbout 600
ty over sil, Soster Cogswell them %@%ﬁ&%ﬁﬁ block £6, for the

DU Dae nL La sl e omeeei ez stnd | Bl Seaadhbiy saned Ta balad Bavs aseh




ffs'fﬁ most moasrn Lestile ﬁi&ﬁﬁ in the worid.

Phe town wos novw coming into $ty oun, ihne First schoel was taught

2 vallding in front of where lx, (laud “sriinte house now stunds.

tas Dsdle Griffith was the teacher, Zuc Huzelweod opeyuied & atere

where Shoeds éé&z:k@t now sbsnds, Uol. K. H. Opesres, Hayoy of Foll City,
m&mmg@@ she souncll by elestions of aldermen, He was fellowed in 1508
By Ve 3‘. % v, who served uniil 1 03, and iv turn, My, Puxdy was folloved
vy r Oopewell who served iu i 3 ond in 1904, The othey mayors of
Feil ﬁiw weve o8 follown: ¥. 4, Starnes, Charlie ¥, Fradt in that ordex

until 1914, Ye then bad the f@ﬁ@%&:&g,

19141220
ey iﬁ%ﬁi%g ,
ﬁ@ ﬁ, %&*&y 9k
Prank Hmbyy
 Sumbter Cogewell : 84%
Y Te PBiumes , i@%@ﬁiﬁﬁ%
' &ﬁ@ Kﬁ.@w& ' ’ i688~to present time

5, Lze Be A, Euziis, o y¢ ng physiclan came to Fell Gity te
=nd begon %&w peneral prastive of zedicine. Dy, Bartin
in the prozotion of seversl subwedivisions, and WD ong
o ﬁ‘ﬁimﬁ‘%@% and lesding citizens, w&ﬁi@aﬁm mach to

e up Mﬁlr; i@ﬁ” %ﬁﬁ %%i@o e

te Judge Wﬁ@‘ﬁ*&m
St @ff%ﬁi, ';ék

y ‘%ﬁ zm %&?ﬁ%&ﬁ‘%
¥y Sblef Dey ’ﬁ?,

‘.i& %m %Qﬁ',;w@ move m&m ﬁm%m%& to locate in Pell ﬁiﬁm
: who roviously bhad done business in a large
. removed his business o Felil City.
- the largest end most modesn siore

ba Bl et mmﬁ sondston, paping the year 1908 several county
roads mm @m%& up, ‘momg thes being one going northwest Ivow Fell
City, connooting with the 034 Vendergrift B Boad, Puring the yesr road
’s;aﬁ ding continued, one going from Pell City due nortk te fosl City

and ome from Pell City %o the Cooss %&W Wm@&.




1% mwﬁy fm{ Bodern snd up to dats
ﬁgﬁ w, Cogawell &mwr

%im 31 mwﬁ to Pell o ﬁ“&y in Jumary thes
ﬁ%’ uﬁm@%ﬁ’ @?:

268 by Hres
Hiley, v
City ot the 31

@%’%ﬁx i %@ @@ﬁa ‘

; B ,mm&%wﬂ %g%%&;?%ﬁﬁ%hy

£ B 2 y&maﬁw& W ?@?& ' ‘33 s in the

%m%, ?&@i@g oy ot Lden Fall o
m @m

: “textile mxzé in @éx'f“
ﬁ‘%&’fwﬁ of all the oo

' ﬁ%@@@w@m High Sohool Building ond
8 now m&w %%3 Lo mak

_ %@3‘3@3 ak ’h@am@a%@* st B 7@4“ P



i ww#%%% ’W&MW m ﬁ%ﬁ‘@f E‘@iﬁ'ﬁ o

% pestor sent by the Borth ilabama
Fell City was in the hden wmm t at
: 1 as Feli City. He slgo bad at that
ﬁ*r%%: ﬁ%mmk at iﬁﬁﬁé&*&@ and :%; ;zim }w held

d sﬁﬁm in m &%ﬁ and wxy ﬁ&m Mﬁﬂm%% the
ﬁi@'ﬁ %3 ‘&‘@g W%‘%@&m

ed in 1984, Ers, Jobn ¥, Hoore
i _m&ﬁ% are two of the

& aou efoxe & 2 Ju ‘::ﬁ&ﬁ:&%& ;:%nﬁ

ia of the cownly and clrouit @fm@ﬁ at E*%&X Clty be %ﬁ&ﬁzzm

ure sbolished the court heve and the suprens court npe
t. The court was s&a}.imm in 1065. whan Todes Sovn







&m& w&ﬁ zmi %:m ?%13. %z%tyr @% g,

He Ko omi iy ; : Fell %iﬁg m
: wa a&w er pﬁem %ﬁ% %%mxm«. in x%g %@ @e&. 3 &i ﬁy E«im%wm A
ARy WaE OFpe %&@&. K%& ﬁﬁfﬁ% @@ia@ 31“,:% : Fresi

ﬁi%ﬁf&, mﬁ a%&&@m %ﬁj; el té&@
%ﬁmm %; ,au Lewis







: - interested in the possibility of oil and. g% m this seetion
“ %wmﬁ s ﬁm&% nove machinery hers and griil av soon e the
@%@i tions of the gous and aﬁ?& "‘%awmwﬁ werrant it

st the mﬁﬁfm of Pell %i%? mv% mﬁ&

ol owriicg Koy e Syt and amrm B
a ¢ity of cotton, iren, clay and lumber mﬁ&%ﬁw making
of iamﬁ ries %m ﬁm rsw meterisl m the finished










Tt

-

n
b .

]
s

- fv‘x’%@g

i
-

o

-

s
s

Re sl

.
e
b

P iy

i

i ;
S

e

e




\ - \ )
\ \ ] = 7 Moblle ,\s

\ \ ; Bat\on Rouge N
(

”\/ p

\
~

’2/—‘/1'\__’%3\\6‘\ New Or I;,E\\\\

\

W
——-;\( &a /
W R N | /
"" 5 Jackionvme

\n/

T —— oy

CAROLINAY,
SOUTH CAROLITY

U Tallassee

fren)
W .
7] Fiopiba

(L

General Signal, Benjamin Moore, Sandy Hill,

Verdyol Alabama and more than a dozen other U.Ss.

and foreign firms have chosen Pell City, Alabama
as a site for their new manufacturing operations.
Pell City is the crossroad of The South, adjacent
to Birmingham and Atlanta and near other key
southern cities. We're also within 600 miles of

Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, Pittsburgh, and other
major cities where most of the country’'s heavy

industry is located.
From paints and plastic products to transformers

and material handling equipment, these major
corporations recognized the fact that Peill City

means Profits!



A Great Place
To Be

There is a power in Pell City. It manifests itself in
many different ways. Power in the energies
generated by natural and man-made resources . . .
the river, the wind among the tall natural Pines, the
force of the huge turbines at the Lake Logan Martin
Dam. This mix of natural energy and hydro power
combined with the sheer energy generated by the
citizens of this small town with the heart and
determination of a big city.

Pell City is a home town with metropolitan
advantages. Located only 32 miles from the state's
largest city, Pell City is also easily accessible to any
city in the Southeast. Studies show that 35% of the
United States population is within 600 miles of Pell
City. With Interstate 20 and US 231 surrounding the
city, we have the advantages of a major metropolis
yet none of the drawbacks.

Interstate transportation is but one of the modes
for quick access to Pell City. Many of our industries
have their own planes housed in the city’s airport.
Others keep jets at the Birmingham Municipal
Airport. Rail fines surround Pell City, with Norfolk
Southern Corporation, and piggy-back services
available.

Leisure time activities are important in any city.
Lake Logan Martin is the focal point for water
sports for a six county area. Built in 1964 by the
Alabama Power Company as a waterway
development on the Coosa River, Logan Martin has
350 miles of shoreline.

The town’s Civic Center provides residents with
tennis courts, a gym, jogging track, 93 acre park,
conference and banquet rooms. Pell City also has
two private country clubs.

The arts are a leisure-time concern for Pell City
also. There is a civic chorus, theater, children’s
theater, and an active art association. All the
advantages of Birmingham'’s, the state’s largest city,
arts happenings are less than an hour away.

Industry is second nature to Pell City. With an
attractive tax base, natural resources, support
industries and a township willing to go the extra
mile to attract and keep industry, Peli City aims to
continue being a haven for new business
opportunities.




A Great Place
To Grow

Pell City residents today maintain the same sense
of pride as did the Creek and Cherokee indians
who once occupied the area. The lakes, streams,
abundant forests, rich soil and ideal climate which
attracted the Indians remain a settling point today.

St. Clair County came into being as an official
county on November 20, 1818 during the Second
Territorial Legislature. Pell City is the county seat
and the largest city.

e A County Older Than:The State
'ST. CLAIR COUNTY

Created in 1818 by territorial legislature..
. Named for Revolutionary hero, Gen. St Clair.

First':settlers from Tennessee, Georqxa -

_veterans of Creek Indian War, 1813-1

Pell Cxty'establxshed as_ industrial. town
‘ <by George H. Pell of New York.

rGrowth of populatmn south of Backhone M
and difficulty of crossing mountam

. to branch county seat here in 1902
seat at Ashvxlle smce 1822

DeSotos pamsh conqunstadors = 1540
. Andre ackson 's forces - 1813~
Generals »

The opportunities for personal growth in Pell City
outnumber those to be found in most big cities in
the Southeast. Because the city fathers think
futuristically, they act futuristically.

Pell City has a variety of lifestyles. From casual
lake living, to farms to in-town homes. In 1980, the
median cost of a new, lakefront home was $72,000
while off-lake properties sold for about $52,000.

Schools and churches are priority items in Pell
City. The city school system operates six schools
with an enroliment of more than 3,000 students and
over 160 teachers. The public school system
includes special education facilities. There are two
private schools in Pell City.

The 25 churches in Pell City represent most
denominations.

Our hospital is a full-service health care facility
priding itself on a medical staff which represents a
range of services from emergency medicine to
general surgery. An 82-bed facility, it was builtin
1970 and employs more than 200.

Police and fire protection; downtown shopping
and local convenience centers; local Civic Center
and ball playing fields all blend together to make
Pell City a complete town.







A Great Place
To Work

Pell City was made for business. In addition to its
natural resources and its convenient location, Pell
City has all of the other elements which businesses
are looking for. exemptions; income tax breaks; low
taxes, and Industrial Revenue bond financing.

We are a busy town. There are two Industrial
Parks totaling more than 400 acres of competitively
priced property for companies looking for an ideal
location. The parks are served by all utilities and
have direct highway access. One of the parks is
serviced by rail.

With a population of more than 43,000, St. Clair
County has a work force of more than 17,000. The
unemployment rate for St. Clair County was 7.2% in
1985.

City services are generous. The Mayor and City
Council members are active working members of
the community. The city police force includes 16
full-time officers. A Class 4 fire rating for the city is
insured by the 13 full-time firefighters.

Banking assets in Pell City are in excess of
$160,0000,000 with two full service banks and one
savings and loan association.




PELL CITY SCHOOL SYSTEM
BOARD OF EDUCATION

SUPERINTENDENT

Dr. Billy Pack

Board of Education

25 12th Street South
Pell City, AL 35125
884-4440

BOARD MEMBERS

Tommy Turner, Chairman
10 1st Avenue North
Pell City, AL 35125

Earnest White
P.O. Box 42
Pell City, AL 35125

Mary Ann Robinson
2800 Abbott Drive
Pell City, AL 35125

Samuel Smith
P.O. Box 445
Pell City, AL 35125

Hugh Williamson
P.O. Box 115
Pell City, AL 35125



PELL CITY SCHOOLS
"STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE"

At no time in recent history has the nation's attention focused
more on public education than today. The citizens of Pell City
take great pride in knowing that while the President's National
Commission on Excellence in Education was issuing its scathing
indictment of education, we had already decided to improve our
schools through the establishment of the Pell City School System.
When we decided to push for a city school system, the driving
thought behind it was to improve education and strive toward
excellence. Though still considered in our infancy, our school
system is showing evidence that we were right. We are one to two
years ahead of the State Plan of Excellence in Education in many
areas and the local INDICATORS OF EXCELLENCE looks great.

The Pell City School System was organized in 1982 to become the
128th school system in Alabama. The school system currently
operates 6 schools: Coosa Valley Elementary, grades K-5; Eden
School, special education; Iola Roberts Elementary School, grades
K-2; Walter M. Kennedy, grades 3-5; Duran Middle School, grades
6-8; and Pell City High School, grades 9-12.

Total enrollment in the school system is approximately 3300,
including approximately 1650 students who live outside Pell City
city limits and who are transported into the school system under an
agreement with the St. Clair County School System.

An additional 34 acre site has been purchased adjacent to the
middle school and high school for a facility to meet the growth
needs of a progressive city.

SINCE 1982:

PELL CITY SCHOOL SYSTEM

- Requires 23 credits for graduation in either the Advanced
Academic, General or Vocational Curriculum whereas the
State Board only requires 22 credits.

- Has increased in an enrollment of 2757 in 1982-83 to an en-
rollment of 3305 in 1990-91 - an increase of 17% or 548
students.

- Computer labs, teachers and/or aides are provided for each
school - aiming to make all children "computer literate!"

- Alabama Graduation Exam percentages have raised
significantly. Now higher than the State average.



"Striving for Excellence"

Page 2

Kindergarten space is provided for every five-year old
child in Pell City.

Parent involvement at "open house" has been increased by
200 per cent.

Out of local funds, 10 new teacher units, 12 new teacher
aides, and 4 new special education units have been added.

Three new Special Education Aides have been added, along
with 2 new Elementary Counselors and 1 Psychometrist.

A Drug Free Schools Coordinator is on hand.

Ten new school buses and two new handicapped buses have
been purchased.

Curriculum alignment is under way -- creating curriculum
guides that lead to teaching what is to be tested and to
test what is taught. We are systematically working to
develop student test-taking skills.

A Community Education Program has been established.

Programs being implemented are: An Adopt-A-School program
which is a partnership between businesses and schools, a
Volunteers in Public Schools (VIP) program, and the Middle
School concept.

Through the Parents and Learning (PAL) program, parents are
getting more involved in the learning process.

School facilities are made available for junior college
classes in the evenings.

Emphasis is being placed on the selection, placement, and
career development of personnel assimilated into the
system.

Position descriptions and an evaluation instrument on all
personnel are provided.

The number of teachers with advanced degrees is now up to
50% plus.

Student enrollment in Advanced Mathematics has increased to
28.5 per cent and in Advanced Science to 23.4 per cent.

The number of students taking 2 or more years of the same
Foreign Language has increased to 102.3%.



"Striving for Excellence"”
Page 3

- Advanced Foreign Language enrollment has increased to 11.3%

- Advanced Diploma Program enrollment has increased to 38.3%,
increasing it's number of graduates to 18.2 per cent.

- Student enrollment in the Advanced Placement Program is now
up to 150.

- Students taking Algebra I prior to the 10th grade has
increased to 36.2 per cent.

- 68.2% of Vocational students continue education or go into
related jobs.

- All schools provide self-serve breakfast and lunch
programs.

COOSA VALLEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Coosa Valley Elementary School is located on a 19 acre site
approximately 3 miles south of the central business district of
Pell City. The original structure was built in 1964 of masonry and
steel. The building as it presently exists contains 11 classrooms;
a library containing 4163 books and 287 other media material; and
4 portable classrooms. There is an outdoor play facility for
physical education classes. Coosa Valley has 13 regular teachers,
1 special education teacher, 2 teacher aides, 1.5 other
certificated personnel, and 1 administrator/principal - Thelma
Jones. It has a student per teacher ratio of 17.9/1. The
percentage of personnel with advanced degrees in 49.4. There are
3 micro computers at Coosa Valley. The address is Route 1, Box
110, Cropwell, Alabama 35054 and the telephone number is 338-7713.

-~ Writing labs and a citizenship program have been
established.

- Students now have a Music Program.

- Volunteer Programs for Art and Spanish have been
established.

- All grades now have Chapter I Instructional Reading.



"Striving for Excellence"
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EDEN SCHOOL

The Eden School site is approximately 7 acres. It is located about
2.5 miles west of the central business district. The school
consists of 1 steel frame and masonry block building constructed in
1949. It contains 5 special education classrooms, 6 East Alabama
Skill Center classrooms, 2 bookrooms, 2 Alternative Education
classrooms, 1 administrative office, and a maintenance room. The
Eden School has 2 special education teachers and 1 speech/language
teacher.

- Services available for 0-3 year olds - making this system
one of the first to do so across the state for the 1990-91
school year.

- Already has an active pre-school program - which is not a
requirement by the State under P.L. 99-457 until the 1991-
1992 school year.

IOLA ROBERTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Iola Roberts Elementary School is located on a 10 acre site .5
miles from the central business district. The main building is a
two-story frame and masonry block building constructed in 1954. It
presently contains 21 main classrooms, 10 portable classrooms, a
gymnasium, a cafeteria, and a library containing 9000 books. Iola
Roberts has 34 regular teachers, 1 speech/language teacher, 3
teacher aides, 1 counselor, and 1 administrator/principal - Andrew
Wright. The student per teacher ratio of Iola Roberts is 22/1.
The address is 810 Martin Street South, Pell City, Alabama 35125
and the telephone number is 338-7312.

- A developmentally appropriate whole language instructional
program was instituted in 1988.

- There is cooperative planning between teachers and co-
operative learning within the student sector in the
academic program that has proven useful.

- Has a group faculty who travel to other schools to teach
the cooperative learning/teaching methods and whole
language instruction.
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WALTER M. KENNEDY SCHOOL

The Walter M. Kennedy School is located on a 14 acre tract .5 miles
from the central business district. It is composed of a multi-
storied classroom building and a cafeteria building built in 3
different phases beginning in 1949. The final construction in 1964
provided the site a total of 23 classrooms; 2 portable classrooms;
a gymnasium; a library containing 8500 books and 200 other media
materials; a cafeteria; and a basement. The student population at
Kennedy is 650. There are 26 regular teachers, 2 special education
teachers, 3 teacher aides, 1 counselor, 2 administrators/principal/
assistant principal - Troy Taylor/Sherry Pate. The address 1is 813
16th Street South, Pell City, Alabama 35125 and the telephone
number is 338-7896.

A telephone homework line has been established for each
teacher.

- Enough Apple Computers for an entire class are made use of
on a weekly basis by each student.

- Students are rewarded for academic excellence through a
VISA program.

- The Gotcha program rewards students who are found doing
good things for others.

O.D. DURAN MIDDLE SCHOOL

The O.D. Duran Middle School is located approximately 1 mile from
the central business district. This 3 level building was built in
1966 with annexes built in 1970 and 1974. It now has a new roof
and elevator. Currently a multi-purpose asphalt pad is being
built, as well as the grading of excess acreage, both for future
use by the physical education department. It contains 31
classrooms, 5 portables (that house 8 classes), a gymnasium, a
cafeteria, a library containing 13,330 items (books and other media
material) and 800 computer programs, a counselor's office, and
restrooms. The field house/shop has been converted to the "Special
Programs Building." Duran Middle School has 35 regular teachers,
5 special education teachers, 4 teacher aides, 2 counselors, and 2
administrators/principal/assistant principal - Robert Hand/Margaret
Scott. The address is 309 12th Street South, Pell City, Alabama
35125 and the telephone number is 338-2825 or 338-3749.

- Has instituted a Science Fair and participation in Career
Days and Geography Bees.

- All honor students are given recognition on Honors Day.
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- Has acquired Southern Association Accreditation.

- Lunch programs, office, and library media center have been
automated.

- Established accelerated English, Social Studies, and
Algebra in 7th and 8th grades.

- A communication class has been developed to teach desk top
publishing, public speaking, word processing, research
skills, and tele-communications.

PELL CITY HIGH SCHOOL

The 25 acre site of the Pell City High School is approximately 1
mile from the central business district. It i1s a new complex.
Phase I of the new high school was completed in 1983 and contains
22 classrooms, a library containing 10,405 books and other media
materials, and a cafeteria. ©Phase II was completed in 1988 and
contains 20 classrooms, 2 bus ports, 1 choral room, 1 band hall, 1
vocational agricultural department, 1 administrative office, 1 home
economics department and 1 art room. The campus also includes a

gymnasium, stadium, and a new fieldhouse that was completed in
1987.

The 1988-89 State Beta Club President, Mitch Brown, is a
P.C.H.S. graduate.

- In 1991 won the State talent trophy at State Beta Club
Convention.

- Sponsored a Math Meet for the past 3 years.

- 1990-91 Merit Finalist for academics was Bryan Crowe.

- VISA students are recognized at an Academic Breakfast.

- In 1987-88 finished second in both the Jefferson State
and Hanceville Academic Decathlon Tournaments - also

finished second in 1988-89 in Hanceville A.D.T.

- Finished 4th in 1987-88 District Academic Decathlon,
finished 2nd in 1988-89 and 3rd in 1989-90.

- Received 1lst place in Alabama Power Energy Bowl for the
Academic Decathlon in 1988-89.



"Striving for Excellence"

Page 7

State Academic Tournament 4th place winners in 1988-89.

In top 10 in 1988-89 for Knowledge Bowl for Academic
Decathlon and in the top 15 in 1989-90.

Placed 3rd in both 1989-90 Birmingham Academic Decathlon
and Alabama School Academic Decathlon Tournaments.

One of top finishers in 1989-90 Global Challenge Academic
Decathlon.

Made 5A Football semi-finals in 1986, made quarter finals
in 1987, made Area 10 champs and quarter finals in 1990.

Won S5A Girls Basketball title in 1987 and 1991 - won 2nd
place in 1988.

At Florida State University's UCA Camp P.C.H.S. cheer-
leaders won 1st place Overall Camp Champion.

During the years 1988-89 and 1989-90, four P.C.H.S. cheer-
leaders were chosen to go to London, England as USA
Allstars.

Cheerleaders also won lst place Grand Champions in 1988 at
South Alabama State Fair Competition.

Placed 5th in 1988 at Southern Regionals Competition and
placed 3rd in 1990, for cheerleading.

In 1989 the cheerleaders won Camp Co-Champions at the
University of West Florida.

Won 2nd place in Alabama State Cheerleader Competition in
1989 and placed 2nd in 1990.

Birmingham's 1990 Channel 6 Spirit Sound-off was won by the
cheerleaders, a $2000 computer system, and presented to the
High School.



St. CLAIR COUNTY EDUCATION

# SCHOOLS ENROLLMENT PUPIL/TEACHER RATIO
Elementary 6 2862 21.1
Middle 2 762 24.1
Sr. High 5 2198 21.1
(A) Annual number of high school graduates: 1990 - 338

(B) Annual % of high school graduates seeking higher level of
education: 1980 - 37%

(C) Average SAT scores among high school seniors in 1989-1990
term: 18.2%

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS FOR SPECIAL AND GIFTED CHILDREN

St. Clair County Special Education meets the needs of each
exceptional student through specifically designed instruction, ages
5 to 21, where implementation through the regular programs is not
possible.

Gifted students may participate in a specifically designed program
with a gifted teacher at both elementary and secondary levels.
Gifted students may also choose to participate in advanced classes
on the high school level.



PRIVATE SCHOOLS

COOSA VALLEY ACADEMY Established in 1970 to provide an alternative
education for academically oriented students in grades K-12. Along
with the college preparatory emphasis, CVA 1is dedicated to
assisting students in growth of character with Christian emphasis.

Coosa Valley Academy is a non-profit independent school that
attempts to institute a program of instruction that best suits its
students needs from Pre-Kindergarten through the 12th grade.
Primarily this program is designed with college preparation,
Christian concepts, and moral principles in mind. Coosa Valley has
a favorably low student teacher ratio and is accredited by The
Alabama Private Schools Association and the Alabama Accreditation
Association. It is governed by Coosa Valley Academy, Inc. (all
parents) through a Board of Directors elected by the Foundation,

who in turn, are responsible for the governance and finances of the
school.

For more information write or call: Coosa Valley Academy, P.0O. Box
98, Chancellor Ferry Road, Harpersville, Alabama 35078 - 672-7326.

PELL CITY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY An application may be obtained at the
business office Monday through Friday during regular business
hours. An Interview may then be arranged for the parents, the
child and the administration.

Pell City Christian Academy uses ABEKA curriculum, which is the
most widely used curriculum in Christian schools today. Students
learn to read with solid phonics approach and most 5 year old
kindergartners are reading by mid-term. The students progress
through a sound academic program which prepares them for college
and careers. The Bible is taught at every grade level and is a
required subject in high school.

PCCA admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic
origin, to all rights, privileges, programs and activities
generally accorded or made available to students at the school.

ACTIVITIES include: National Beta Club, Yearbook, Class Officers,
Student Government Association, District Spelling Bee, Science
Fair, History Fair, Math Competition, Concert Bands (5th-12th
Grades), and Field Trips. ATHLETICS include: Boys Football,
Basketball, Baseball and Track. Girls Basketball, Volleyball,
Softball and Cheerleading.

For more information write or call: Pell City Christian Academy,
P.0. Box 794, Highway 231 South, Pell City, Alabama 35125 -
338-2901.



SCHOOLS -~ NURSERY & KINDERGARTEN

Bible Methodist Christian Schools
Chula Vista, AL
338-3012

First Baptist Church
Kindergarten - Day Care
2309 2nd Avenue

Pell City, AL 35125
338-3439

The Playhouse

401 22nd Street South
Pell City, AL 35125
338-3690

Wee Wonderland Day Nursery
& Kindergarten

406 4th Street North

Pell City, AL 35125

338-7292

Young Citizens Day Care
& Kindergarten

316 1st Avenue North

Pell City, AL 35125

338-2984



II.

PELL CITY PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

DAILY SCHEDULE

A.

G.

JAZZERCIZE - Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 a.m.- 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday & Thursday 6:15 p.m.- 7:15 p.m.
Sunday 4:00 p.m.

WEIGHT WATCHERS - Monday 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

TOLE PAINTING - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

YOUTH WRESTLING - Thursday 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

BODY RECALL - Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 - 10:00 a.m.

GYMNASTICS - Monday 3:15 - 8:15 p.m.

TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY - Thursday 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

SEASONAL ACTIVITIES

A.

BASEBALL - BOYS AND GIRLS - AGES 5 - 15
REGISTRATION - JANUARY - FEBRUARY
SEASON - APRIL - JUNE

GIRLS SOFTBALL - GIRLS AGES 7 - 14
REGISTRATION - MARCH
SEASON - MAY - JUNE $25. PER GIRL

ADULT SOFTBALL LEAGUES

MEN'S OPEN AND CHURCH LEAGUES
WOMEN'S OPEN AND CHURCH LEAGUES
MEN'S INDUSTRIAL LEAGUE

CO-ED LEAGUE

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETINGS - MID MARCH
LEAGUE DATES - APRIL - JULY

FALL LEAGUE - AUGUST - SEPTEMBER
FEES $13.00 PER GAME

SWIMMING POOL

FEES: $1.00 UNDER 12 SEASON PASS: INDIVIDUAL $35.00
$1.25 OVER 12 FAMILY $50.00

HOURS: 12:00 - 5:00 p.m. MONDAY - SUNDAY

SWIMMING LESSONS FOR CHILDREN

FOOTBALL - BOYS AGES 7 - 12 YEARS OLD
REGISTRATION - JULY
SEASON - AUGUST - OCTOBER
$20.00 PER PLAYER



III.

IVv.

F.

G.

BASKETBALL - ADULT LEAGUE

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETINGS - OCTOBER & NOVEMBER
SEASON - DECEMBER - JANUARY

YOUTH LEAGUE
DECEMBER - FEBRUARY
AGES 7 - 13

VOLLEYBALL - ADULT LEAGUES - MEN AND WOMEN
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETINGS - JANUARY
SEASON - FEBRUARY - APRIL
$6.00 PER GAME

SPECIAL EVENTS

A. NUMEROUS PAGEANTS FOR GIRLS AND BOYS OF ALL AGES.

B. AUTUMN LAKE FEST (OCTOBER) - SPONSORED BY THE PELL CITY
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.  INCLUDES ARTS AND CRAFTS, ART
COMPETITION, SKYDIVING SHOWS, WILD WEST GUNFIGHTER SHOW,
CONFEDERATE SOLDIERS CAMP & CIVIL WAR RE-ENACTMENT,
MILITARY EXHIBITS, MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT & FOOD BOOTHS.

C. BANQUET OF CHAMPIONS (JULY) HONORS RACE WINNERS OF THE
PREVIOUS TALLADEGA DIEHARD 500 & WINSTON 500.

D. SENIOR DAY (MARCH) ALL DAY ENTERTAINMENT FOR LOCAL
SENIORS AND THOSE FROM SURROUNDING COUNTIES.

E. HORSESHOW (JUNE) WALKING AND RACING COMPETITION.

FACILITIES

A. CIVIC CENTER

MEMBERSHIP FEES:

a. BANQUET ROOM - $75.00 PELL CITY RESIDENTS
b. GYMNASIUM-$150.00 plus 10% gate INDIVIDUAL $40.00
c. WEIGHT ROOM FAMILY $55.00
d. SHOWER ROOM/LOCKER ROOM

e. GAMES/CONCESSION ROOM OUTSIDE PELL CITY
f. CONFERENCE ROOM I & II INDIVIDUAL $50.00
g. INDOOR JOGGING TRACK FAMILY $65.00
h. STAGE NON-MEMBER $2. @ VISIT

B. 4 FIELD SOFTBALL COMPLEX

C. HORSESHOW ARENA

D. TWO COURT TENNIS COMPLEX

E. PICNIC PAVILIONS - 20 x 36

F. 20 PICNIC TABLES WITH GRILLS

G. ADJOINING 65 ACRE PARK (PELL CITY LAKESIDE PARK)



H.

I.

30 x 70 PAVILION WITH 20 TABLES

2 COMFORT STATIONS

3/4 MILE GRAVEL WALKING TRAIL

BOAT LAUNCH

BOAT DOCKS

FISHING PIER

25 OUTSIDE PICNIC TABLES WITH GRILLS

O ho QOO o

SWIMMING POOL

5 FIELD BASEBALL COMPLEX

SURROUNDING ACTIVITIES

a.

PELL CITY COUNTRY CLUB - 9 HOLE COURSE

a. MEMBERSHIP - $500.00 INITIATION - $30.00 MONTHLY DUES
b. DAILY GREEN FEES - 9 HOLES $7.00 - 18 HOLES $10.00
c. CARTS - 9 HOLES $6.00 - 18 HOLES $12.00
d. PRO SHOP AND SNACK BAR AVAILABLE

PINE HARBOR GOLF AND RACQUET CLUB (MEMBERS ONLY)

a. MEMBERSHIPS
SENIOR (32 YEARS OLD & UP)
$500.00 INITIATION - $70.00 MONTHLY DUES
JUNIOR (31 YEARS OLD & UNDER)
$300.00 INITIATION - $27.50 MONTHLY DUES
b. PRO SHOP
c. SNACK BAR AVAILABLE

SKY DIVING CLUBS - AIRPORT 884-9932

MOUNT CHEAHA STATE PARK - APPROXIMATELY 45 MILES EAST
CABINS - MOTEL SWIMMING
CONVENTION FACILITIES HIKING
RESTAURANT - CAMPING

BIRMINGHAM-JEFFERSON CIVIC CENTER - APPROX. 45 MILES WEST
THEATRE - CONVENTION HALL - COLISEUM
ALABAMA HALL OF FAME MUSEUM

TALLADEGA SUPER SPEEDWAY - APPROX. 20 MILES EAST
HOME OF TALLADEGA DIEHARD 500 & WINSTON 500

ALABAMA MOTOR SPORTS HALL OF FAME - ADJACENT TO SPEEDWAY
OPEN DAILY - 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

CAMPGROUNDS - ST. CLAIR COUNTY

BIG BULL CAMPGROUNDS 884-4748
GENERAL LEE CAMPGROUNDS 525-5115
KNOX LANDING CAMPGROUNDS 338-3403

POWELL'S CAMPGROUNDS 338-4946



I.

TALLADEGA COUNTY

BLUE EYE CAMPGROUNDS 763-7085
CLEAR SPRINGS CAMPGROUNDS 763-2085
FAITH OUTREACH CAMPGROUNDS 763-2599
NEELY HENRY PARK 763-7085

MARINA'S

1.

2.

AQUALAND MARINA - 338-7726
LOCATED ON BLUE SPRINGS ROAD APPROXIMATELY
ONE MILE EAST OF U.S. HIGHWAY 231

WET SLIP RENTALS - $55.00 AND UP
DRY SHED - $40.00 AND UP

LAUNCH - $2.00

SHIP'S STORE - SNACKS

COOSA ISLAND MARINA - 525-5521
LOCATED JUST OFF COUNTY ROAD 54 APPROXIMATELY
TWO MILES EAST OF U.S. HIGHWAY 231

WET STORAGE - $65.00 PER MONTH
DRY STORAGE - $40.00 PER MONTH
RESTAURANT/LOUNGE (J.R.'s)

3 LAUNCHES - $2.00

BAIT/TACKLE - MOTOR REPAIRS
CONVENIENCE STORE - GAS - SNACKS

FRANKIE'S MARINA - 525-5357

WET AND DRY BOAT DOCKING
PIER FISHING

RABBIT BRANCH MARINA - 525-5562
LOCATED ON RABBIT BRANCH ROAD APPROXIMATELY
ONE MILE OFF U.S. HIGHWAY 231 SOUTH

WET AND DRY BOAT STORAGE - $45.00 AND UP
SAND BEACH - SWIMMING - $1.00
RESTAURANT - SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

RIVERSIDE MARINA - 338-2291

WET AND DRY STORAGE

SALES AND SERVICE ALL TYPE BOATS
LAUNCH $2.00

STORE - GAS - SNACKS

ST. CLAIR SHORES MARINA - 525-5761
LOCATED JUST OFF COUNTY ROAD 70

WET AND DRY STORAGE
PICNIC AREA - SWIMMING



CAMPGROUND
BOATING - FISHING
STORE - SNACKS

7. SHELTER COVE MARINA - 338-7664

WET AND DRY STORAGE
PICNIC ISLAND FOR PRIVATE PARTIES

8. SURFSIDE MARINA - 525-5533
LOCATED ON RABBIT BRANCH ROAD APPROXIMATELY
TWO MILES OFF U.S. HIGHWAY 231

WET STORAGE-$45.00/MONTH - DRY STORAGE-$45.00/MONTH
CAMPGROUND - $85.00 PER MONTH

(NOVEMBER - JANUARY $45.00/MONTH - $10.00/DAY)
BOAT AND MOTOR SALES

8. UNIVERSITY MARINA - 884-2628
LOCATED ON FRAIM DRIVE (PINE HARBOR AREA) APPROX.
TWO MILES OFF HIGHWAY 34.

RENTAL SAIL BOATS - 19 - 27 FOOT
SAIL BOATS - WET AND DRY STORAGE
BOAT LAUNCH - $5.00

HOME OF PINE HARBOR YACHT CLUB



PELL CITY RESTAURANTS & THEIR SPECIALIES

Ark Restaurant, The
Highway 78 East

P.0. Box 58
Riverside, AL 35135
Bob & Sylvia Cornett
338-7420

Seafood

Best Western
Highway 78 East
Rt. 1 Box 182

Pell City,AL 35125
338-3381

American

Big Bull Restaurant
Highway 231 South
P.0. Box 147
Cropwell,AL 35054
Jesse Atkinson
338-7172

Beef & Seafood

Burger King .

1215 Martin Street North
Pell City,AL 35125
338-4303

Fast Food

Chardaddy's 11

215 Cogswell Avenue
Pell City,AL 35125
Sandra Schaeffer
338-7871

Seafood

Charlie's Country Catfish
Hwy. 78 & Hardwick Road
Pell City,AL 35125
Charles & Phyllis Bearden
884-3474

Steak & Seafood

Coosa Island Marina
Rt. 1 Box 659
Cropwell,AL 35054
Mike Morris
525-5521
Mexican-American

Dairy Queen

502 Martin Street South
Pell City,AL 35125
Richard Ely

884-2445

Sandwiches & Ice Cream

Dominos Pizza

306 Martin Street South
Pell City,AL 35125
Chuck Terrell

338-4780

Italian

Frank's Blue Eye
Rt. 1 Box 202 T
Lincoln, AL 35096
Frank Johnson
763-7195

Seafood

Hardee's

2421 Hospital Drive
Pell City,AL 35125
Lou Ann Forman
884-3700

Fast Food

J.J."s Pizza & Sub Shop
2401 3rd Avenue North
Pell City,AL 35125

Paul Story

884-3296

Pizza & Sandwiches

Jack's Hamburgers

305 Martin Street North
Pell City,AL 35125
Wayne & Katie Reeves
338-3040

Fast Food

Jill's Drive-Inn

600 Martin Street North
Pell City,AL 35125

Faye Harmon

338-7186

Fast Food

Kentucky Fried Chicken
701 Martin Street North
P.0. Box 723

Pell City, AL 35125
Wayne Warren

338-3221

Chicken

The Little Dipper

Rt. 1 Box 642-D
Cropwell,AL 35054
Emily Smith

525-5783

Ice Cream & Restaurant

Pasquales

405 Martin Street South
Pell City,AL 35125
Linda Carpenter
884-4072

Italian

Paul Manning's Barbeque
Highway 231 North

Jet. 144 & 231

Coal City, AL

884-2760

Barbeque

Pell City Steak House
212 24th Street North
Pell City,AL 35125
Joe Wheeler

338-7714

Steak & Seafood

Pine Harbor Restaurant
2407 Pine Harbor Road
Pell City,AL 35125

William Bass/Frances Cheney
884-3045

Steak & Seafood

Pizza Hut

2201 7th Avenue North
Pell City,AL 35125
Peggy Payne

338-2211

Italian

Rexall Soda Fountain
1901 Cogswell Avenue
Pell City,AL 35125
Judy Seals
Sandwiches

Sister's Restaurant

1309 South Martin Street
Pell City,AL 35125
Sue Rhode/Doris
338-4959

Steak & Seafood

Pfeiffer

Stemley Station Restaurant

Stemley Bridge Road

Just across the
in Talladega Co.

William Huffaker

268-2835

Steak & Seafood

bridge



3-B Warehouse Deli- Restaurant
2210 Cogswell Avenue

P.0. Box 480

Pell City,AL 35125

Archie Black/Ronnie Baker
338-3636

338-3399 (office)

Deli

Uncle Willie's Bar-B-Q
2301 Martin Street South
Pell City,AL 35125
Willie & Patsy Ayres
338-9700

Barbecue
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]uclge Hereford is picture& above visiting at the beauti-
f‘uﬂy restored 3rd Avenue home of his nei gm:)or,
Warren Smith. Accorch'ng to Iuclge Hereford, “We love

]iving n town where you meet the nicest neigmaors

while wa]king down the street. Or, you can simp]y
enjoy a f‘riem‘ﬂy chat on the front porch. Pell Cityisa
great p] ace toraise a fa.mﬂy and become involved in
community ]iving. Our churches, civic clubs and
Chamber of Commerce give newcomers an immediate
way to become active and involved. Pell City provides
all of the positive virtues of small town ]iw'ng while
Being convenienﬂy located within easy clﬁving range of

the big city attractions of Bimingham and Atlanta”




Aeabame s Pleaani Supeise!

W uah’cy growﬂm is the key to our future” stated Guin Robinson,
Mayor of Pell City. Growth, grow‘ch and more growth. That’s the
word you hear all over Pell Cﬂ:y, from the tree-shaded downtown

district, to out]ying shopping centers to the brand new mansions on Logan

Martin Lake. From historic Avondale Mills, the town’s oldest and still ]arges’c

in&ustry, to the expan&ing Benjamin Moore Company, pro&ucing high tech

coatings. Growth. No wonder since this is the third fastest growing area in the
state of Alabama. In less than ten years the popu]ation has doubled. It is pre-
dicted to double again in the next ten. From nearby urban areas, from out of
state, from far—ramging locales ﬂ'Ley came and ’chey are still coming. There are
many reasons—Iocation, lake, small town friendliness, p]enfy of ]'obs—-or there

could be just onie reason. As a newcomer exp]ains. “Everybo&y wants to live in a

town where you can walk the streets at m'gh’c and not be afraid”

In the first p]ace, itis so easy to ge‘c here, to this east central Alabama town
located south of the main artery between Birmingham and Atlanta. “Just s]ip
south from I-20/ says one citizen, “and you will find a welcome here!” Pell City,
in southeastern St. Clair County, seems to be just what more and more peo le
are ]ooking for. A small town, close to but not part of the urban bustle, in the
foothills of the Appa]achiam Mountains that form a blue scaﬂop on the north-
ern horizon and ringecl on the southern and eastern borders by a spa.rHing
18000 acre lake for homes, water sports and world famous fishing. To para-
phrase a favorite patriotic song, ‘From the mountains to the river...My home,
sweet home!

The features that attract peop]e to Pell City to&ay are the same features that
fired the imagination of Sumter Cogsweﬂ, an insurance agen‘c trave]ing erough
in 1890. He was enchanted with what he found: an infant Viﬂage composed of
a depot built by the three railroads that met here and one hotel for the train
travelers. Cogsweﬂ was s0 impresse& with the naturdl beauby of Pell Gity he
immediate]y saw the possibﬂity ofa ‘chriving town. Near the river. Looking nto
the hills. Close to two major markets, Bimingham and Anniston and the three
railroads. He organized the Pell City Iron and Land Company which bought the
400 acres for $50,000 and incorporated the town on May 6, 1891.




A few years later, in 1901
Cogsweﬂ again passe&~ through town
and found that the panic of 1893-94
had Teft it virtuaﬂy a ghost town of
on]y 40 peop]e‘ This time Mr
Cogsweﬂ himself bought the town. No
wonder that the main street bears his
name. He became a one man indus-
t‘ry hunter, donating acreage to
bring a textile mill to town. 1,500
peop]e followed. For many years,
"the mill was the town, operating the
school and the hospi’teﬂ," accorcling
to a local historian. That established
a Tasting ]egacy of industry and
town supporting each other. Retail
thrived when the Pell City Drug Co.
was founded in 1902 and is still the
center of town. In the ear]y 1900%
all roads, it seemed, led H'u-ough Pell
City. The famed Was}'ﬁngton to the
Pacific Coast highway was routed
through town. The Barkhead Hi ghway

“River boats tramns-
poﬁed cotton down

the Coosa River in

the early clays,"

from Birmingham to Atlanta was com-
p] eted in 1933.

v During World War I, on]y one
other town in the United States fur-
nished more soldiers and subscribed
more for ]iberty bonds in proportion
to popu]a’cion than Pell City.

In 1956 there was more growth
when neighboring towns, Eden and
Oak Rirlge, merged with Pell City.
The town expe‘rience& s‘cea&y
growﬂx but still, says omne resident,
"We were kind of a hidden treasure
and the lake was kind of a kick-of "

A Hidden Treasure
Discovered

The Coosa River wincb'ng south
of Pell City ’cransported_ river boats
and cotton in the ear]y &ays. After
the steam boat era it was known
mosﬂy to fishermen. In 1982, all
that cha.nge& when Logan Martin
Dam was built forrm'ng a lake with
275 miles of shoreline, so beautiful-
1y curved that it was christened "The
Lake of a Thousand Coves’ This,
a]ong with the discovery of a friend-
]y town so close to the city yet so far
removed in tranqumity caused a
popu]a’m'on boom. In 1989 there
were 8500 citizens. Less than ten
years later, the popuhh'on reached

16,000. And the results of the very

latest 2000 census are expected. to
reflect that the popu]a’don is near-
ing the 17000+ mark.

(’fpz@s

Assisting Active Seniovs With Their Active Lifestyles

* On-site chapel with daily services

¢ On-staff medical personnel
e Personal Emergency Transmitters
¢ In-room emergency call system

* Daily entertainment

» Exercise and Tai Chi classes
e Ceramics

e Quiet library

¢ Beauty parlor/barber shop
* No hidden fees

* Fishing pond

¢ Planned activities suitable for individual lifestyles

» Transportation to doctors and shopping

¢ Local telephone and cable service provided ’

A full -service retirement community providing independent and assisted living,
skilled nursing and specialized care for Alzheimer’s Disease and Dementia.

P.O. Box 10 ¢ Cook Springs, AL 35052 e (205) 338-2221 (Pell City)
(205) 822-0405 (Birmingham) ¢ (205)814-3257 (Fax)

ik
I

I-20 East at Exit 152
Cook Springs

'y www.thevillagecs.com
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Saving Lives By Design

E&8//ENERGY ABSORPTION Systems, Inc.

Manufacturing
Highway Safety Products

250 Bamberg Dr.
Pell City, AL 35125
205/884-1532

Fax 205/884-2006

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES AVALABLE/EQE

LAW OFFICES

BAIN & STEVENS

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

Stephanie Bain i A
Joseph D. Stevens
1918 Cogswell Avenue

Pell City, Alabama 35125

(205) 814-1331
Fax (205) 814-1334

o representation is make that the quality of leqal sarvices to be performed is greater e quality of leqal services performad by other & 3

Yet all this growth has on]y added to
the community’s spirit. " You go to the
grocery store and you don't know
everybocly now, exp]ains one ]ong
time resident, “but all you have to do
1s speak and pretty soon you’” know
them!” Growth is an opportunity for
every citizen to benefit. "Were mot
going to be able to keep it as small so
we might as well grow with it”
Another old timer says with a smile,
"Most are goo& peop]e and when we
draw those who are not, I think we
kind of reform ‘em”

The mayor and city council, a
combination of ]ong time citizens and
new residents, is an examp]e of the

Hen&ing of old and new in this city

~ described by one as, "popping at the

seams. If we are going to grow the city
must take a major role in controﬂing
its deany. We believe that while Pell
City is in a period of substantial

One chance — that's all we need to prove that we have the finest products,
services and bankers around. At NBC we make a lot of effort to be the best bank
you've ever had — the first time around. Call us today. You'll be glad you did.

NBC

National Bank of Commerce
308 Martin Street North « Pell City
(205) 338-2228

You Could Give Other Banks A
Second, Third, Or Fourth Chance.

~ {Or You Could Give Us Just One.

b Member FDIC @ Equal Housing Lender

12




Books For His FLock

and Gwen’s Holiday Pecans

“The Place to Find Gifts with Eternal Value”

Y,

. 205.338-4534
105 Martin St. South ® I"{wy.‘
~ Pell City, AL 35128

—)|Coosa Cable

COMPANY, INC.

“Your Locally Owned & Operated
Cable Telecommunications Service Provider”

* Basic Cable

* Premium Channels
» Pay-Per-View

» Local Channels

* High Speed
Internet Access

Serving South St. Clair éounty Sine 197
(205) 884-4545

1701 Cogswell Avenue ¢ Pell City, AL 35125
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growt}l, we were elected to see that we
maintain a high qua]ity of life while
gui cling the grow’th."

Artists, crafters and po’cters are
drawn here, finding in this tranquﬂ
atmosphere a setting for creativity.
They are welcomed by Pell City native
and in’cemationaﬂy—known watercol-

orist, Wayne Spra&] ey.

Claurches

" would say if you want to find
friends, find a church” advises a ]ong
time resident. The town’s first Sun&ay
School was held i the bu_ﬂch'ng which
stood behind Pell City Drug
Company. Snall kegs and wooden
boxes were used for seats. The
Cogsweﬂ famﬂy donated land for
church sites to a number of denomi-
nations. From that beginm'ng the
towns re}igious life has grown to 30
churches in the city representing
eigh’c denominations with dozens
more n the surroun&ing area. Even
with such a.iversity of denominations,
when the commum"cy has needs these
churches often work ’together, sup-
porting such efforts as the “Love
Pantry” which supp]ies food for those
with specia] needs.

Iutlush'y is Hnding in Pell Gity,
with interstate .access, two ndustrial
parks, a county airport and impressive
medical facilities, a nur‘cuﬁng envi-
ronment. There is a rich pool of }oya]
skilled employees to encourage suc-
cess. Executives. are &e]ighted to
transfer to this i&yﬂic spot, some
choosing to live within wa.ﬂu'ng dis-
tance of downtown, others choosing
Logan Martin Lake and all fin&ing a
climate that varies Just enough, “but
no extremes, to keep everybo&y
happy. In the summertime, average
]u]y temperature is 82 cleg*rees while

January’s average is 39 degrees.




your garden and
gift center

Great Plants!
Great Gifts! Great
Garden Accessories!

Garden Accents and Giftware
Candles * Chimes * Home Decor
Garden Statuary
Indoor and Outdoor Topiaries
Annuals, Perennials and Shrubbery
Indoor Plants ¢ Birdfeeders

2208 Martin Street South
Pell City, Alabama 35126

000000000 000000¢
205433826580

The Daily Home
. and
- St. Clair

AWARD WINNING G
News * Advertising ¢ Sports e Lifestyles ¢ Photography
WE HAVE PELL CITY AND ST. CLAIR COUNTY COVERED!
888-653-8229 1911 Martin St. S., Pell City 205-884-3400
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Building permits, both residen-
tial and business, are up 42% and still
climbing. Every style and price of
home can be found. Demand for
apartments has grown and 1s being
met by a nuwmber of established as
well as new comp]exes. Town houses
are emerging. Around Logan Martin
Lake waterfront property is a sough’t
after ‘créasure. Off water lots are
mcreasing in popu]zm'ty for their price
and accessibﬂi'ty to the lake. Summer
homes account for some lake houses
but many are owne&by fudl time resi-
dents who work in Pell City or by com-
muters, working m Birmingham,
Anniston and other nearby towns who
prefer to come home to Pell City.

. Retirees are cons’canﬂy seeking out the

comforts of a small town on a lake. "I
meet new neigm:vors from all over the
world” exclaimed one excited resident.
On the lake the cost of a 2000
square foot waterfront home averages

$181,000 with ]arger homes averaging
$225000. Off water (both near the

lake and in towr) homes range from
$104,000 to $120000 on. A leading
realtor says, "Its one of the few p]aces
Tve seen where you car bu.y a home,
pay all the costs then sell a year later
and make money. One reason for these
satisfied homeowners is the local
homebuilders. Youre going to see them
on the street every day and know them
by their repu'ta’tions."

Sumter Cogsweﬂ might not recog-
nize the little viﬂage he nursed to lifein
the ear]y 19005. He would be awed at
the bustle of inclusi:ry, amazed at the
]'Luge expanse of spark]ing lake water,
puzz]e& by the zip and zing of modern
life but when he walked down the
street to be g‘reetecl by neighbors, orif
he took a seat in the old defunct soda
shop downtown, he would still feel
right at home in Pell Gity.




The Honorable May
“We live n an exciting time for Pell Gity where were expeﬁendng the most dramatic
changes in our history. As our popu]aﬁon reaches near the 17000+ mark, our gozﬂ is
to make certain our city isTun p‘rofessionaﬂy with po]icies and p-roce&ures n p]ace,
with benefits to our emp]oyees. We must embrace newcorners and new ideas while
m;ﬂdng sure we encounter smart grow’ch. W are blessed with over 100 dedicated
city emp]oyees and our bu&get exceeds $10 million. Two of our council members
have served for over 20 years while two others are C\mﬁenﬂy in their second term of
service. We have an ou’cshmding team of leaders working ’coge’cher for the benefit of
all citizens. Our community boasts some of the finest recreational programs and facil-
ities in the Southeast, goo& schools and balanced mdustri al and commercial g‘I‘OWH’L
Our position on Logan Martin Lake is certain]y amajor asset as is our prime Jocation
on the interstate between the major cities of Birrm'ngham and Aflanta”




Alebamai Pleasant Supoise!

erhaps one newcomer says it best: "When we moved here from a Yarger
me’cropo]itan area, we expec’ce& a quiet, easy going ]ifesty]e. And we found
it. But we were also blown away by the ]arge number of year-round recre-
ational p]easures. From fis]fu'ng and skiing on the lake to an amazing array of
activities at the recreation &epa*r’mxent, if youre ]ooking for action you can find it
here. Our famﬂy loves ]iving i Pell City!”

In the famous childrens classic, "The Town Mouse, the Counh'y Mouse, the
lesson was clear: you can ernjoy 11'V1'ng in one setting or the other but not both”
Obvious]y, the author never lived in Pell City, where you can have the aclvamtages
of both town and country; where there is a small town courtesy and security, quiet
lakeside ]iving, and famﬂy fun. Yet, 30 miles away on I-20 are the bﬂ'ght ]ights of
Birrm'ngham with p]ays, concerts and museums or drive 90 minutes east and
enjoy the me’cropo]i’cam Atlanta area. You'll enjoy venturing to the city just because
it’s so nice to come home to Pell Gity.

Civic Cenfer - A Haven forAcﬁvil‘y

One of the towns favorite ga’chering spots is the Civic Center on }u'ghway 34,
a&]’acent to Logan Martin Lake. Find an indoor gym, classrooms, banquet facilities
and a waﬂdng track. Built in 1973 and opeﬁe& a year later, the Civic Center is cer-
tain]y the focal point of activity for the Parks & Recreation Department. In a
recent year, 500 boys p]ayed. baseball, 400 adults p] ayed softball, 200 g‘ir]s p]ayed
softball, 200 boys and gir]s participated in basketball on the new rubberized
mondo courts, 150 gir]s were cheerleaders, 200 boys p]ayed football, 250 Boys and
gir]s en]'oye& the fast-growing soccer program, and 150 adults p]ayed voﬂeybaﬂ.
The impressive inventory lists five ]ighte& baseball fields, four ]ighted softball
fields, a ]ightecl football field, a ]ig]lte& soccer field, and one mu]’d—purpose freld.
Tennis has a]ways been a major sport in Pell City, as more than 300 adults and
youﬂi p] ay on the excellent courts with towrnaments held H’n'oughou‘t the year.

As if there werent enough to do inside the buil &ing, surrounding it thereis a
65 acre lakeside park with picm'cking facilities, pavﬂions and individual tables,
playground for the kids, waﬂﬂ'ng trails, fishing and boat ]aunc}u'ng. You carn see
why churches, famﬂy reunions, corporations, even we&&ing parties seek out these

&e]ightﬁﬂ facilities. And imagine the community fun when adult teams of softball,
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« Black & White and Color Portraits
e Hand Tinting, Heavy Oils

» Copy and Restoration

e Custom Framing

1817 3rd Ave., North
Pell City, AL 35125

(205) 338-7836
Serving the Community for 28 years.

Gifts * Collectibles « Home Decor
Wedcling Registry '
Complimentary Gift Wrap |
Layaway

209 Coéswe” Ave.
Pell City, AL 35125
: 205-338-3783

Open Mon.-Sat., 9:30-6:30

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET

Tues. thru Sun. llam-8pm and Mon. 1lam-3pm
Assorted vegetables, delicious desserts, and of course,
the Colonel’s “Finger Lickin’ Good” Chicken!

CATERING FOR ANY SIZE GROUP.
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voﬂeybaﬂ and baseball show off their

& skills for the cheeﬂ'ng crowds.

You can see folks waﬂdng and
jogging a]ong the pavea. trail beside
the lake on any given a.ay. The facil-

ities in Pell City are so impressive

they were utilized for training pur-
poses by the Bosnia O]ympic team
as training facilities for the 1996
O]ympic Games in Atlanta.
According to Tim Sweezey, the
divector of Parks & Recreation, "We
invite newcomers to get nvolved by
calling 338-9713 togeta complete ros-

ter of current activities”

Hook, Line & Sinker

If youre hooked on fishing, several
local marinas provi&e all the informa-
Hon you will need to enjoy beautiful
Logan Markin Lake, heralded as “the
lake of 1000 coves'— the perfec‘c hide-
away for t‘rophy bass, crappie and other
varieties. Theres even a boat ramp at
the Civic Center grounds which can be
your entrance to exp‘ore the more than
18000 aquatic acres. Review the other
section regarcling “lake Hving" in this
magazine for more information which

begins on page 24.

Senior Citizens Cenler
Crafts, games and fellowship
opportunities are clesigne& especiaﬂy
for Pell Gity’s most revered citizens.

Phone 205/338-6589.

Two Golf Courses
In this year round golf climate, you
can tee off twelve months a year on.one

of two choices for area go]fers, Pine

Harbor and the Pell Gity Golf Course.

Arls
Of all its citizens, perhaps the most
famous is a mnative, Wayne Spra&]ey,
call e&by one critic, "the finest water color
arhist of the times His pamtings are m
ma]'or corporate, private, and Tmuseum
collections all over the world. He accepts

commissions but also generous]y shares




ONEY

* ONLINE BANKING
*«CDs & IRAS
« CONSUMER LOANS®

Banking will always bea ?)eople”
business at Colonial Bank. Call
(205) 338-2286, or stap by to see

how we can serve you.’

« COMMERCIAL LINES
* CASH MANAGEMENT

*subject 10 credit approval
**apon approval

JB VENTURES,

A family business with a solid commitment fo
creating communities that have a sense of
permanence and appedl to people who enjoy a
a natural and leisure iifestyle in a beautiful
planned community setting

- Turn Key Land - Furniture and Accessories
Development - Lighting

- Site Planning - Art Acquisition

- Building - Architectural Services

- Residential Spaces - Landscape Design

- Corporate Interiors - Property Marketing

Looking for a Full Service Banks

wwaw.colonialbank.com

NE
MORTGAGE & HoMEe EqQuity Loans*
» COLONIAL ATM CARD AND CHECK CARD™

« VisA®/MASTERCARD® MERCHANT SERVICES™
» BUSINESS BANKER PLUS® ONLINE

his work with the community.
Old Saint Nick Arrives

The second Thurscla.y in
December is appropria’ce]y circled in
red on everyores calendar in Pell Gity,.
That’s because its time for the annual
Christmas para&e. Months of plan-
ning go into this heralded event when
Santa Claus comes to town accompa-
m'ea_by bands, floats and other season-
al parties.

Interesting Day Trips

If you can tear yow'se]f away
from lake ]iving and p]eni:y of good
wholesome fun in town, you migh‘c be
temptecl to visit some of the nearby
sites like:
eAnniston Museum of Natural
History: Travel ’chrough the ages as

romye
LENDER

MompooiER} - you visit gaﬂeﬂ'es and exhibits reveal-

ng the mysteries of nature through
increch'b]y lifelike exhibits. Each hall

CALL TODAY AND ASK ABOUT ONE
OF OUR BEAUTIFUL PROPERTIES.

W%’ﬁiﬁ %

A GArLD WaAfLHFRGNT comnugtry

22




features a blend of realistic disp]ays,
graphics, sounds, educational labels
and hands-on experiernces. Phone
205/237-3536 or 1-800-469-1087
‘e Tulludega Super Speedwuy and
International Motor Sports Hall

of Fame: The mecca for NASCAR

fans. Besides the two fastest stock car
races m the world here, there are over
100 racing vehicles and memorabilia
on &isp]ay. Phone 205/362-5002.
® Cheala State Park: Cheaha State
Park is the thest point in Alabama,
with breathtaking views, camping,
}o&ge, restaurant and motel. 205/488-
5115.
o John Henry Looney House: A vare
architectural treat is this 18205 double
d.og’frot sty]e home. Also, there is a
musewm operateél by the St. Clair
County Historical Society. Take
Greensport Road southeast of
Ashville. Open Sat. & Sun. 12-5.
e De Soto Caverns Park: See
: Spectamﬂar caves that served as pre-
historic Indian habitat and Confed-
erate gunpowder mining center. Alsoa
spectacu]ar laser and ]ig]’tt show can be
viewed inside the great onyx cathedral.
Camping available with full or partia]
hook ups. Hwy. 75, 5 miles east of
Chﬂ&ersbw—g. Phone 205/378-7252.
oBirmingham: Begin by visiting
Vadcan, the famous man of iron statue
hw'gh atop Red Mountain. Try the
Birmingham Museum of Art,
Alabama Theater, Birmingham Zoo
and Botanical Gardens, events at the
Bx'ﬂm'ngham Civic Center and sports
at Legion Feld. At J.ay's end there is
p]enty of food, m'ghﬂife and music.
eAtlanta: Big ]eague sports and cul-
tural attractions make “Hot Lanta” a
popu]ar destination. Recreational
parks such as Six F]ags Over Georgia
and Stone Mountain Park enthral vis-
itor. The High Museumn of Fine Arts
offers world-class exhibitions on a Teg-

ular basis.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICE

Plumbing You
Can Trust!

STATE LICENSED
& BONDED

*New Construction
*Installations

*Drain & Sewer Cleaning
*Water Heater Service
*Well Pumps

*Trenching Service
*Ditch Witch Service

OWNER
Dewayne Boone

FREE ESTIMATES
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rHicle '1nce ﬂle Coosa’ Rwer and Logan Martin Lake converge on the
1 kn‘ts of Pell Cﬂ:y to forman impressive combination of waterways,
- the dehght of local residents. In fact, there are 47 miles of shoreline
wxﬂun the city limits of Pell City!
o Logan Martin Lake’s 47 miles is one of Pell City’s most exciting features. “Its
two lakes rea"y, exp]ams a conservation officer familiar with the area. There is

continued on page 26

vest and head to
ended

where ]’le became

amﬂy ]iving are

And now we




the broad lake with many homes, like
abi g subdivision with p] enty of area
for water sports. When the Coosa
River narrows, the scene changes toa
wild and scernic setting where eag] es
and ospreys soar and deer come to the
shore for a drirk, trees bend shading
branches into the lake, and there is a
p]ace for solitude and communing
with nature.

Two hundred seven‘ty-five miles of
shoreline offers hundreds of coves to
fit every mood and activity. Take your
choice of sharly, sunny, fishing, skﬁng,
or wa&ing. There are saﬂing clubs and
several ski chubs. The shoreline is dot-
ted with marinas, bait shops, boat and
motor rentals and nearby there are
marine stores, motels and restaurants
conveni enﬂy Jocated.

Full time residents are a ]a‘rge part
of the lakes popu] ation ]iving ina vari-
ety of homes from cabins to magmfi—
cent estate homes and everyt}u'ng n
between. Many are professiona] peop]e

who must work in an urban area but
prefer to make the short drive and see
the sun set over the lake. In winter
they relish the quiet, the cry of aloon,
migrating ducks, or the so]i’cary blue
heron Hshing. During the summer,
visitors and vacationers transform the
lake into a resort. As soon as school is
out, the popu] ation soars and the lake
sizzles with water skiers and boa‘n'ng
fur. Retirees have also discovered this
lake and find that with the services,
shopping, and medical facilities in Pell
City close by, this ‘country Hving nthe

city Timits’ 1s the perfect retirerment area.

Fis’u'ng and Hunting: Thisisa
sportsmans pa‘r‘a&ise with 18000
acres for fishing. Fishermen learn that
there are actuaﬂy two different lakes.
During summertimes full poo] there
is plenty of &eep cool water where the
prize winning bass swim. In winter a
five foot draw-down reveals islands
and shoreline creating a whole new

ﬁs]’u'ng chaﬂenge.

Duck, quaﬂ, dove and deer are
found on several thousand acres of
open permit land for hunting
Nurmerous private hunting clubs have
a p]ace for just about any aspiring
hunter.

Bass Master Classic: You know
the fis}u'ng is excellent when the
worlds best choose to ga’cher here. This
“Super Bowl” of fishing has selected
Logan Martin on three occasions—
the finest comp]iment a fishing area
can receive.

Pell City's Lakeside Park
makes the lake accessible for every cit-
izen, resident or not. Tennis courts
and ball fields are coo]ed.by the lake
breezes.

In many towns you might hear
someone say, “Let’s drive to the lake
for the weekend!” In Pell City you
11 g}tt hear, "Let’s go to the lake for a
few minutes, for our lunch break,
for the afternoon” Its Tight around

the corner.

OUR VISION

To create an empowered, high integrity working environ-
ment where core values and behavioral expectations are
shaped by all. Fun, self-esteem, and self-worth will be
the products of our endeavors. Teaming in a spirit of
cooperation wilt shape our corporate family while provid-
ing excellence in world-wide environmentally safe dis-
posal services.

OUR MISSION

To be recognized as a company with integrity both on a
personal and professional basis while providing a respon-
sive and cost effective environmentally safe engineered
disposal service for electrical equipment and associated
PCB wastes eliminating environmental liability.

OUR CORE VALUES

Protecting the environment. People are our most valu-
able asset and they will determine the company’s suc-
cess. Maintaining a safe, healthy and enjoyable work
place. Customer responsiveness. Quality is the primary
driver in everything we do.

101 Parkway East ¢ Cogswell Industrial Park
P.O. Box 765
Peli City, Alabama 35125

(205) 338-9997 * Fax (205) 338-9979

hitp://www.tci-pcb.com
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o i & Carine o
Development Leaders in Pell City and
us-t,"cl‘?i",coimfy: . -

According to Brad Brascho (eft), Chairman of the Pell City Industrial Board,
"Our main ob]'ecﬁve is to locate solid business partners who are 1-ight for our com-

munity. We manage city—owned property and assist in econormic cleve]opmen‘c
coordination. We are interested cneaﬁng ]'obs, ot sening real estate. We will be more than happy fo assist
serious prospects and we work c]osely with the St. Clair Economic Devel opment Council and Chamber of
Commercein marketing our community’

Ed Gardner (‘r‘ight), the Executive Director of the St. Clair County Economic Development Council had
this to say about ongoing economic devel opment efforts:

"The Pell City area is poise& to take full aavanta.ge of the economic impact remlting from Honda
Manufacturing locating in the adjoming county. With a fuﬂy—&evdoped 400+ acre industrial park within
15 minutes of the facﬂity. Pell Gity is sure to acquire a nurmber of Hondas service p’roviders. Our most attrac
tive asset is a strong, dedicated work force willing to give 2 100% effort. With one of the highest percentage
of worl —related commuting in the state, citizens are extreme]y excited about the possibﬂi‘cy of working mear
their home in the Greater Pell City area”

He added, "When industries or individuals select Pell Ci‘cy for thetr home, they 1ot on]y enjoy the
]'n'ghest possib]e c[uah"qz of life, ’chey also secure the commitment for sustaining this ]ifesty]e by a f’uny deds-
cated mayor, city council and county commission. Itis impossible to find a political structure with more
vision than that of this area”




AHabaina i Ploaiani Stapecie!

ell City is pose& for new economic growth and prosperity, a trend which

carries over from the past decade of si:eacly progress. Exish'ng industries

continue to expand. And new interest has been generate& in this area of
Alabama with the establishment of two nearby manufacfuﬁng p] ants for
Mercedes and Honda, creaﬁng thousands of new ]'obs and opportunities for aux-
i]iary services. "With our excellent qua]ity of life and qua]iﬁed. work force, we are
inposition to be a major p]ayer with economic cleve]opment opportunities; stat-
ed a local official.

"An economic hot spot in the Southeast” That is the way the Wall Street
Journal described Pell City. "Location, location, location” sums up the reasons for
industry's attraction to this mushrooming area. Pell Gity is ad.]'acent to interstate
20, with two other major highways, 231 and 78 ’c}u'ough town, and is situated
between the major metropo]i’can areas of Biﬂm'ngham and Atlanta, with a major
airport 30 minutes away. Add in ovemight truck services to and from half the
popu]ah'on of the United States and rail service in the industrial park. Combine
these with a qua]i’cy work force drawn from a ]arge area, and itis easy to see why
new industries are moving in and equaﬂy as important, why existing mdustries
are expand—ing. One of the lowest unemp] oyment rates in the state is the res It,
2%.

When industries arrive in Pell City f:hey see a good thing and stick with it.
The oldest in&ustry, Avondale Mills, is the second ]argest private]y held compa-
nyin the state. "This location has the lowest turnover in our division. That spea]cs
volumes about the c[ua]ify of what youre hiﬁng. Pell Cityisa good p]ace to live
and raise a famﬂy," comiments an Avondale executive.

Good news seems to get out and as other industries followed, a tradition of
working toge’cher deve]oped.. Another executive says, "Our re]aﬁonship with
other industries is excellent. There is great camaraderie, a fee]ing that all the
mndustries in this community are in it together."

This is part of the Pell City plan. A member of the Industrial Deve}opment
Board exp]au'ns, "WeTre ]oo]dng for peo]ﬂe who are going to be good_ corporate citi-
zens. Our industries are all heavﬂy imvolved in the community. Memy years ago
Avondale Mills set the precedent. There is no way Pell City could ever repay
Avondale. The imius’try has touched every aspect of life. Avondale Field was
leased to the city for recreation, and the in&us’try stll pays for the ]igh{ts.
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Alistate

You're in good hands.

Robert and Sarah Rhodes
AGENTS

2107 Martin St., South ~ Pell City, Alabama 35128
One mile south of K-Mart on Highway 231
(205) 338-0502 Toll Free 1-800-822-3575

o Metal Buildings
Design & Construction

» Welding

o Crane Service

« Machine Work

Pell City (205) 338-2551
Fax (205) 338-7736

Anniston (256) 238-1110

Since 1955

Industrial Maintenance

Avondale donated proper’ty for the
city’s serjor center. * For its own part,
the Industrial Development Board
works to anticipate the meeds of
poten’dzﬂ in&ustry and looks for
oppor’cum'ﬁes to s{:reng’chen exisb'ngk
in&us’cry.

Two industrial parks house 30+
industries. Pell City Park, the oldest, is
ful. Cogsweﬂ Avenue Industrial Park
has 400 acres of available property.
pave& streets, water and sewer, 15
served by Southern Railway with goo&
neighbors aﬂrea&y there. Neighbors
who have come close to &oub]ing m
size. Benjamin Moore has expa.ncle&
four times since opening in 1986 and
moved its southern regiona] office to
Pell City. Energy Absorption is another
neighbor that has doubled its existing
facility. Gorbel is a company which
manufactures work station cranes.
“Accessibﬂity to Birnﬁngham and
Aflanta and the abﬂity and qua]ity of
the labor in Pell City were major advan-
tages, states a Gorbel company official




The Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent believes, “Industries will find this
community very open and accepting, Ifs
fun, because the size means there are a
- rumber of ways you can get involved,
and you tend torun into the same peop]e
oftern, fomn'ng wonderful f-riends]ﬂ'ps."

Look at this check list for mod-
ern indush'y:
e St. Clair County Airport: The air-
port offers a 5000 ft. 11'g}1tea. runway
and around the clock red carpet treat-
ment for pﬂo‘cs and passengers. F]x'ght
training and p]anning, storage facilities,
rental aircraft and a courtesy car are
also available. _
® Trucking firms: Companies, both
local and in nearby urban areas, pro-
vide a wealth of transportation options.
o Telecomumunications: Verizon, the
ﬂ'u'rd]argest 1ion-Bell operating ’ce]ep]*lcme
-comparty in the nation, serves the area.
o Media: Three local newspapers, St.
Clair News-Aegis, The Daﬂy Home,
and St. Clair Times; radio station
WFHK; and the local cable TV chan-
nel 12 assure goo& communications.
e Transportation access to mnearby
Bimingham available with five major
railroads, major airlines, seven river
barge lines, and 100 i:rucking firms.
Atlanta is our other major market eas-
ﬂy accessible by 1-20. Highways 78 and
231 make this a crossroads accessible to
north-south and east-west.
o Six major financial institutions.
o Industrial Deve]opment Board, an
arm of the city, is prepared. to nurture
new mdustries with bonds for buﬂdjng
and eqw'pment, aid in site preparah'on
and the al)ﬂity to set up recruiting,
screening and training no matter the
size Qf the ind.usf:ry.

Retail Expansion

As the area grows, one of the great-
est advantages to our residents is the
exciting retai &eve]opment that is
springing up to meet more diverse
needs. Downtown, the main street with
an eclectic mixture of historic and new

stores, is the anchor of retal, retaining

CORPORATION

Manufacturers of PVC Pipes and
Vinyl Retaining Wall Systems

-7 N

o

1210 Dowier Ave. « Pell City, AL 35125
Phone 205-338-9404 ¢ Fax 205-338-3036

SERVICE BUSINESS

e LA

ANDRITZ-AHLSTROM INC.

101 Bamberg Drive » Pell City, AL 35125
Tel. 205-338-3331 « Fax 205-338-3334

e ek T
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A CLASS ABOVE

Above all else, Gorbel always has been committed to one concept: Quality. Gorbel is a
dedicated manufacturer of overhead work station cranes. We’re ready to serve you with
products manufactured to specifications that meet or exceed industry standards at our
state-of-the-art manufacturing facility. We are setting continually increasing quality and

service standards that meet or exceed our customer’s positive expectations.

o

i P

All of our peoplé use their experience and technical expertise to find
ways of making your job easier.

600 Fishers Run » Pell Clty, Alaboma 35125 = (205) 338-8863 {205) 338-4768 Fax
http.// wwwgorbel.com

k%ama 512@5
Fax (205) 884-4484

815 Miles Parkway * Pell City,
Phone (205) 884-4480 .
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the sidewalk friendliness that only
small town merchants know how to
create. This attitude radiates out from
this core into modern shopping areas
which sought out this hea]thy retail
market p]us a myria& of c]oﬂu'ng and
specia“:y shops. There is a gift shop n
an old ]og cabm, an’n'que stores, and
mterior &esign shops, even sky—cliving
lessons. “This community supports its
own, says one retailer. "We have con-
tact with sales peo le all over the US.
and we are told that in our area, retail-
ing has held its own, that in fact our
area is above average in retail activity”
She conbinues, "Add to the full-time
residents many visitors who are drawn
here by the lake. At least one-third of
our customers are from out of town”
Grocery stores, restaurants for every
pa]ate, catering firms, with the broad
spectrum of retail shops. thrive in this
customer base, a natural result of low
unemp] oyment, lake visitors, residents

and a growing populah'on of retirees.
Pell City Chaniher of Conunerce

In a town where cha.nges occur
&aﬂy, the business leaders must com-
municate &aﬂy and p]an toge‘cher to
keep abreast of business evolution.
That is the reason the Pell City
Chamber of Commerce is the hub of
this energetic town. The Chamber
keeps in touch with members through
informative meetings, vital committees
and social functions, p]us a montmy
newsletter. The office answers thou-
sands of inquiries and researches and
mails mformation packe‘cs to potenti al
businesses and industries.

Whatever it takes to keep business
Toﬂing. this Chamber will find a way.
An innovabive move was made when
the Chamber and Health Partners of
Alabama announced open enrollment
for medical coverage for qua]i]r'ying
Chamber member businesses. Dental
coverage is also available. (Dental is
not ’chrough The Oath) Phone the
Chamber at 205/338-3377.

Reachw'ng out into the wider com-



munity, the Chamber sponsors activities
around the year. Business After Hours
is one of the Chambers most popu]ar
functions. It is an informal gathering of
" members and a chance for local business
and industry to spoﬂight their services.

The Christimas Parade each year
draws thousands to downtown to kick-
off the season. Ol Santa, bands, floats
and costumned marchers create a season-
al spirit that can'tbe imaginecl unless you
have seen Pell City putona parade!

The Gitizen of the Year annual
banquet reflects on the true qua]i{'y of
life and recognizes those who give
hours and energy to make it possiHe.

The Pell City Chamber takes a
proactive approach m sporsoring sev-
eral other programs geared. to enhance
the advancement of local businesses
and existing in&us’try.

Leaders]u'p Pell City is a program
for leaders and poten’dcﬂ leaders, and
interested citizens of the area, to gain
insight into education, health care,
in&ush’y, local and state govemmen’c,
and other c[ueﬂi’cy of life factors avail-
able in the community. This group
meets orce a month for nine months.

Retail Exchange is a group of
]ocaﬂy—owne& specia]ty shops whose
ownetrs meef on a ‘rengar basis to pro~
mote shopping n Pell City.

The Industrial Improvement
Associaﬁpn meets month]y for the
purpose of local industrial leaders to
discuss and share ideas for fmprove-
ments, motivation, and advancement
inthe greater Pell City area.

Another way local businesses are
spoﬂi gh‘ce& 1s at Chamber Coffees. This
is an informal gathering of Chamber
mernbers taking p]ace at various busi-
nesses &uring the morning hours.

Business and Industry of the
Year Awards salutes the ongoing con-
tributions of corporations and other
businesses by serving up an evening
that is fun for all.

Small Business Administration:
A representative is here re ]ar]y to
assist new and deve]oping businesses.

BAIN & COMPANY

Certified Public Accountants

GT‘EJOW‘_)/ D. Bm'n, CPA

Bain & Compan
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCUUHU\NTS

GREGORY . gy
SOUALD . RaygiiToy g?xA cPa

#1 16th Street North PO Box 1090 e Pell City, AL 35125
(205) 884-2332 Fax (205) 884-2849

Members: Alabama Society of Public Accountants
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

Schools ¢ Hospitals ® Churches
Sports Facilities » Distribution Centers « Manufacturing Facilities

205-884-5334

1724 2nd Avenue North e Pell City, AL 35125

www.struct-engr.com
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Superintentleni of Pell City Schools,
Douna Nicholson, EdD.

“Pell City Schools are a.ynarm'c, child-centered and growing.
The system has six schools inclu&ing four elementary (K-5),
one middle and one th school. Our system is on the
move and has a&op’ce& the sl ogan “Tormorrows Promise” as
its vision for students. Our schools perform well on nation-
al and state exams and has set an ambitious goa] of having
all schools &esignate& National Schools of Excellence within
the next three to five years. The school board and staff

believe that our children are ]iving messages we send to a

time we will ot see!”

[ [} P ¥ DO ]
-

“Pell Cityisa perfect p]ace to live! Itis acity that recognizes
the true spirit and worth of its citizens..Pell City presents
many oppor‘cum"cies for all of us to get involved in various
forms of service to others.. We also take care of our young-
sters by provi&ing them a p] ayfu] and resowrceful environ-
ment in which to learn. We also take care of our woﬂdng
class adudts, by provi&ing them a thriving industrial locale
in which to make a ]iving, and our servior citizens are a

vibrant part of our gTowing community”




Habama i Pleasant Suprise!

ducation is a community priority and a]ways has been since the Pell
City School System was created from the St. Clair County System in

1981. Toclay, the system serves more than 3,800+ students at four ele-
mentary schools (K-5), one junior hx'gh and a comprehensive high school.
The Pell City Panthers compete favoraHy in state competition and the school
is also extreme]y prou& of its excellent band and choral programs. Academic
perfomance is best stated by the ]arge number of grad.uates who go on to
major coﬂeges and universities throughout the United States.

An overview of the system statistics shows that buses h'anspor‘c over
2100 students &aﬂy on a fleet of 35 buses. The System has an operating
budget of more than $24 million per year, with a ]arge number of that bu&g—
et devoted to buﬂding new schools or renovating many of the the older ones.

The Pell City School System has adopte& an aggressive emphasis of basic
skills at the K-5 level while sl prow'd.ing extra activities such as art, music
and physica] education.

The Junior High program also emphasizes basic skills, coup]e& with tech-
nol ogica”y advanced ’ceaching methods.

The high school features comprehensive programs inc]u&ing advanced
p]acement studies, honors c]asses, and ca‘reer/technofogy classes. Some stu-
dents attend classes at the John Pope Eden Vocational School , a short bus
drive away in St. Clair County.

For more information about the Pell City School System phone 205-
884-4440.

Building A Firm Foundation

Be]ieving that the foundation of every community is the education of its
youth, the Pell Cﬁty Schools Foundation was created in 1992 by leaders in busi-
ness, education and commum"ty deve]opment T]’Ley envisioned a partners]u'p
with the schools that would promote excellence in education at all levels of
achievement. The business community joins with private citizens in a part-
ners]'u'p directed to enrich the educational experierce through the use of grants.
The funds are awarded to foster creative ]eaming experiences.

The Foundation is a non—profit, tax—exempt corporation and donatons
are tax deductible.For as little as $25 or as much as several thousand dollars,

citizens or businesses can get involved in “making a difference”

45




Private Schools

VIcTORY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY:
Kin&ergarten-il through twelfth
grarle, is a private school which takes
pri&e in its academic program with
75% of the gra&ua’ces going to col-
\ege. All maijor sports are also
offered. Phone 205/338-290L

BisLE METHODIST CHRISTIAN
ScHOOL: 170 students kindergarten
’chrough high school, of all denomi-
nations, attend classes numbering
12 to 15, occasionaﬂy up to 20, and
an ABEKA curriculum. A discount
is offered for families. Phome 205-
338-3012.

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST JUNIOR
ACADEMY: Serving gra&es K-8, this
Christian-based aca&emy is Jocated off
Hwy. 78.

HicuEer EDUCATION: After high
school gra&ua’cion. the world of
higher education is reacmy available,
and all within a 50 mile radius.
Students can select from 11 colleges

and universities and 7 vocational-
schools. Armed with

strong academic backgroumls, aca-

technical

demic and sub]'ect scho]a.rships for
those who want or reqm're assis-
tance, our students can excel in

C] assroom ATL& ]ea&erskip TO] es.

Pell City Library

PriL CITY LIBRARY: plays an
increasinghz ]arge role in this excit-
ing community. New members
come in the door almost &aﬂy.
becoming a part of many activities.
The core, of course, is a growing col-
lection of books which ]ibrary
patroms enjoy from story collections
to technical volumes, from children’s
literature to ]arge print editions. The
]ﬂorary is also the center for- activi-
ties such as a summer reading pro-
gram. Puppets, clowns, magiciems
and imagina’cive crafts are incorpo-
rated to teach the younger patrons
the joys of rea.&ing‘ Adults can par-

John Pope Eden
Career Technical Center

VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION

WBrks!

(205) 594-7055

45 County Road 33 ¢ Ashville, AL

35953
Fax (205) 594-4124

ticipate in learning workshops omn a
variety of subjects, for examp]e the
popu] ar Hummingbir& Workshop.
Tue LiBRaARY GUILD AND
LIBRARY FOUNDATION are ways for
the community to be involved
and support library activities.
Thousands of dollars are raised
annuany through activities such as

art auchons and a dinner theater.
Lﬂorary hours: Mon, Tues, Thauwrs., Fri.
9-6; Sat. 9-1. Phone 205/884-1015

PELL ClTY e
SCHOOL SYSTEM
~ Central Office
25 12th Street South
Pell City, Alabama 35125
205-884-4440

‘Coosa Valley Elementary School
3609 Martin Street South
Cropwell, Alabama 35054

© 205-338-7713

Eden Elementary School

412 Wolf Creek Road North ki

pell City, Alabama 35125
205-338-6930

{ola Roberts Elementary School
810 Martin Street North
Pell City, Alabama 35125
2053387312

Walter M. Kennedy
_Elementary School
, 250 Otis Perry Drive
Pell City, Alabama 35128
205-338-7896

Duran Junior High School
309 12th Street South
Pell City, Alabama 35125
©205-338-2825
Duran Junior High School-

_South Campus
813 16th Street South
Pell City, Alabama 35128
205-884-7957

pell City High School
1300 Cogswell Avenue
pell City, Alabama 35125
205-338-2250
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he Pell City School System is dynamic, child cen-
tered, and growing. The system has five schools -
four elementary, one middle and on high school.

It is located in a beautiful setting on Lake Logan
Martin, an area fast becoming a professional bedroom
community for Birmingham; a quick twenty-five miles
east on Interstate 20.

The community has a proud tradition of rural fami-
ly values and friendly hometown people. The school
system performs well on national and state exams and
has set an ambitious goal of having all schools designat-
ed national schools of excellence within the next three-
to-five years.

The system believes in the concept of teamwork
between the staff, parents, and community. A teacher
leadership program- the Academic Coordination Team
(ACT)-works with administration and staff to focus on
academic improvement. Each spring the school system
host a Senior Citizens Advisory Day. The System pro-
vides transportation on school buses to participants;
lunch is provided as well as student performances. The
Senior Citizens are given the opportunity to provide
written input to the school system concerning its pro-
grams and operations.

The Pell City School system is on the move and has
adopted the slogan “Tomorrow's Promise” as its vision
for students.

The school board and staff believe that “children are
the living messages we send to a time we will not see”

PELL CITY
SCHOOL SYSTEM

25 Williamson Drive
Pell Clty, Alabama 31525
(205) 884-4440 Fax: (205) 338-7999

BOE@pell.k12.al.us
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Ralph Clark, Hospital Adminis T
of St. Cl‘linggiouul H"Splful .

*St. Clair Regiona] Hcspi’ca] is dedicated to meeting the

growing health care needs of our patient and commu-
m'ty with skill, professionah'sm, caﬂ'ng and compas-

sion. Last year alone, more than 1,700 surgeries were

performecl and the emergency &epartment served over
15,000 patients. St. Clair Regiona] Hospi’caﬂ has served
Pell City for more than three decades.

Rowald CRock) Heluns, M.D, a prime
examplé of a young }'m)fessioﬁul .
returning tolivein Pell City:

“Tt seemed natural for my wife and I to return to Pell
City. We enjoye& growing upina small town and we
want our kids to have the same kind of memories we
experience& ltving in Pell City. The community is ‘cru\y
a great p]ace to work and raise a famﬂy. As a young
pro{’essiomﬂ n famﬂy practice, Tam Prou& to be part of

the Pell Gity medical communi’cy."




AHabamai Plezsant Suprise!

lected city officials have the vision and foresx'gh‘c to ensure citizens live
in a safe, caring commum'ty. City Hall is unclergoing a $1.8 mitlion
renovation to more eﬁcicienﬂy serve the growing needs of the commu-
nity. In addition, health care facilities and other medical speciah'sts provide
ultramodern services to one and all.

City Government: Pell City’s Mayor and five council members elected by
district, are a prime examp]e of what makes the town work a]ong with the fast
growth. City Hall is a combination of ]cmg time residents and newcomers
who, feel that change is going to bm’ng posih’ve results as acl]'ustments are
made to absorb the growth. Presenﬂy the city isin good financial shape with
every intention of keeping it that way. A ten year p]an to deal with the city’s
phenomena] future growth is a major item on the a.gencla. Over 100 City of
Pell City emp]oyees maintain a high level of service to residents. The annual
budget exceeds $10 million.

Fire Department: Pell City has had and is still having tremendous
growth observes the Fire Chief. He and 36 other emp]oyees are working 24
hoursa &ay, seven clays a week to assure that grow’th is safe. A fourth fire sta-
tHon openecl recent]y in the Eden area, because of additional annexation
toward the interstate and revising Eden El ementary School, a]ong with new
construction in that area. Fi‘refigh’cers, all state certified, are suppor’ced. by
four pumper trucks, a quint ladder truck, two rescue units and a service
truck to furnish an on-site supply of oxygen a]ong with a fire rescue boat sta-
tioned at the lake.

Of the 14 paramedics the chief says, "I would put my fire medics against
amny medic in the state.

Fire prevention is still a major emphasis a]ong with the "Tife safety codes”
for all construction within the city limits. The clepa‘rtment has added a new
Haz-mat and trench rescue specia] unit to their resources in the year 2000.

Fire Aca.demy: Training "Alabama’s Bravest” is the motto of the fire acad-
emy located in Pell City and under the ]'uﬁ'sdich'on of the city’s fire chief. One
reason the citys fire &epartmen‘c is privy to the latest techno]ogy and train-
ing methods is this, the on]y accredited fire acaclemy in northeast Alabama.

Police Department: The Pell City Police Department is the }arges‘c city
force in the county. With 33 emp]oyees, 30 sworn officers and 3 civilian per-
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 Robert L. DeShazer
- | _VD.M.D., M.A;G'.D. ‘ 7
| FILY NTISTRY PLANT |
RECONSTRUCTION & COSMETIC SERVICES

Dental Insurance Welcome

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday, 8 am- 5 pm
By Appointment Only

2501 Stemley Bridge Rd., Pell City 884-1691

Eye Exams for
Adults and Children

e Eye Disedases [ Injuries
e Cataracts & Glaucoma Management

e LASIK Surgery Management

sonnel, the &epar’cmen’c strives for
citizens to enjoy a safe and peacefu]
community environment.

The poh'ce department makes
the community’s you’ch a priority
with two D.A.R.E. officers who dou-
ble as School Resource Officers.
This provides the high school and
junior high students a mentor »re]a—
Hons]'u'p within the schools. Officers
keep the community involved with a
Citizens Police Aca&emy, where citi-
zens learn about the law enforce-
ment process. A  Community
Relations Officer makes sure that
Pell City streets and neigm:)orhoo&s
are kept p‘rob]em free. He also
assists in Neigmoorhoorl Watch pro-
grams.

The &epar’cment works dose]y
with the Emergency management
Association provi&ing a liaison offi-
cer to assist the Emergency
Operations Center should the need
arise. Citizens can e-mail the &epar’c~
ment at peﬂcitypo]x’ce@peﬂ.net with
amy non-emergency mquiries.

To aid the officers in their ]'obs,
the &epartment has a volunteer
chap]au'n, computer aided composite
drawing program, a Field Training
Officer programt, radar trailer, tacti-
cal bus, ten-member Specia]
Response Team, a computerize&
message board to keep them cur-
rent, two trained hostage negotia-
tors and a certified po]ygraph exar-
iner.

The Pell City Police Department
is a charter member of the 30th
Tudici al Drug Task Force, which cov-
ers St. Clair and Blount Counties.
They have 100 percent membership
in the Alabama Police Officer
Association, and the majority of the
officers are members of either the
Fraternal Order of Police or the
Police Benevolent Association. The
d_epartment is cons’ta.nﬂy striving to
keep Pell City a safe p‘ace to live and
work. City officials, recognizing the



vital part ’chey p] ay in or&er]y gTow’th,
give both fire and poh'ce clepartmen‘cs
consistent support.

Gitizen Involvement: There is a
. strong vemn of caring that runs
throughout Pell City invo]ving thou-
sands of citizens. United Way cam-
paign is higmy successful. Habitat for
Humanity uses hands on skills. Love
Pantry supp]ies food for those i need.
Bridge Busilders, a unique program
begunby asmall group of Pell City res-
idents to pl an childrens summer activ-
ities, has grown to encompass the
entire year and the entire town. They
are located in the same new]y con-
structed buﬂ&ing with the Boys and
Girls Club.

Civic Clubs and Interest
Groups: Civic clubs and interests
groups abound, fun for everyone and
a great way to meet peop]e. Rotary,
Givitan, Kiwanis, Lions, Business &
Professional Women, Daughters of
the American Revolution, Garden
Clubs, Alumni groups, Square Dance
Clubs, Elks, Masons, Veterans’ organi-
zations and Animal Shelter are justa
few of the diverse groups.

St. Clair Regional Hospital

For more than ﬂu'rty years, St. Clair
Regiona] Hospita] has met the health
care needs of Pell City residents.
SCRH is a comprehensive medical
center offeﬁ'ng npatient care, full out-
patient services, dia.gnosﬁc services,
home health care, primary care physi—
cian clinics and a mu]ﬁ—specia]ty
physician facﬂit‘y. The higmy«qua]iﬁed
medical staff at St. Clair Regw'ona]
Hospital includes board-certified
physicia.ns experienced in the most
vital and &eman&ing specia]h'es.
Enhanced tec}mo]ogica] capabﬂi’des
are evidenced in Ra&io]ogy Services,
with CT scanring and Nuclear
Medicine; in the sophis‘dcate&
Pu]monary Funchon Laboratory; the
state-of-the-art Dia]ysis Center and
Gastromtestinal Laboratory, and the

Come Grow
With Us!

Lilian Lim, M.D.

Board Cerlified by the
Ametrican Board of Pediatrics

2811 Dr. John Haynes Drive
Suite 104
Pell City, AL 35125
Located to the right of
St. Clair Regional Hospital

MEDICAL CENTER
PELL CITY

Healthcare for
the Entire Family

James J. Matic, M.D.
Board Certified in Family Medicine
Maria V. Evans, M.D.
Board Certified in Internal Medicine
James M. Tuck, Jr., M.D.
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Call for

An Appointment
(205) 884-7700

2811 Dr. John Haynes Drive
Suite 201
Pell City, Alabama 35125
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hospltahzatlon, full outpatlent servi
care, primary care physician clinics
outpatient clinic.

St. Clair Regional has continued t




The highly qualified medical staff of
St. Clair Regional Hospital includes
physicians certified and experienced

in a.a Eoﬁ vital and %Em:&:m %m&mE

,58 al E&E p: E:iom% neurology,

vEEcchm& Eassﬁw wrm:
These doctors teamed with al







Story by Carol Pappas
Photos by Jerry Martin

Erica Grieve is an advocate. As executive direc-
tor of the Greater Pell City Chamber of Commerce,
she sees it as her role and her job but more impor-
tant, she sees it as the mission of the organization
she represents.

“We are an advocate for small business for the
community,” she says. “We really want to focus on
not just PR and events, the Chamber has to focus
on small business — increasing business, money
and jobs.”

Since coming on board in 2012, Grieve’s first
order of business was increasing membership for
the Chamber, strengthening the base from which it
operates.

With an impressive gain of more than 125 new
members added in the past 12 months, Grieve’s
success is becoming legendary in the city. She
credits the soaring membership roster to build-
ing relationships and communicating with people
throughout the community it represents.

“When you join the Chamber and write out that
check, by the end of the first year, I want you to
feel like that was worth joining the Chamber and
that you are proud to be a member of the Cham-
ber,” she says.

President Randy Mason agrees with Grieve’s
approach. “Everybody is pleased with how much
she gets out in the community, not with just new
businesses but existing business leaders.” She has
brought a new excitement to the Chamber, Mason
says, and it’s coming not only from board members
who are already involved, but people, in general,
throughout the community.

Connecting with the entire community on all
levels is strengthening the Chamber’s message.

A variety of methods to build a Chamber suc-
cess story is being employed. Business-to-business
discounts are offered through the Chamber’s
membership. Monthly networking events are held
to give businesses the opportunity to build relation-
ships. Quarterly luncheons hosted by businesses in
the community and featuring top-notch speakers
add to a greater sense of involvement. And a newly
developed welcome packet now greets new busi-
nesses and residents, giving them the information
they need about their newfound home.

But the enhancements don’t stop there. Weekly
electronic newsletters translate into more commu-
nication with members, keeping them informed not
only of what is going on inside the Chamber but
across the community as well.

OFFICE HOURS
NDAY - FR
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in Chamber visio

The Chamber’s website is being improved to better serve
members and promote the city, a site that already draws
more than 6,500 page views per month.

A new 40-page tourism brochure to promote what Pell
City has to offer is being produced for use as a marketing
tool, a portion of which will be placed in welcome centers
around the state. It’s centerpiece is a series of fold-out maps
of the city, Logan Martin Lake and downtown.

A full color, glossy magazine produced every two years
touts the quality of life found in Pell City, and it, too, is be-
ing used to market the city. '

Long known for its work in citywide events, like the
Hometown Block Party and Christmas Parade, the Cham-
ber is building on those successes, recognizing they are an
integral part of Pell City’s quality of life.

The Block Party annually draws 15,000 people to down-
town Pell City for a free, outdoor music festival and myriad
activities for the entire family. And the Christmas Parade
continues to be the highlight of the Christmas season.

But beyond those events, the Chamber is widening its
focus. It is working with Team Magic to bring a regional
biking and running event to Lakeside Park in the fall,
which will be a boon to tourism.

A “Shop Local” campaign is being launched for the city
parallel to a regional effort — chaired by Grieve — to pro-
mote local shopping in Talladega, Calhoun, Etowah, Cle-
burne, St. Clair, Randolph and Cherokee counties. Grieve
talks of the unique shops located throughout the region, and
fellow Chamber directors are working together to promote
them in an effort called, “Connecting Our Greater Commu-
nities.”

Other plans for Pell City are for a regular special event

to draw more people to downtown and a home and garden
business expo.

A newcomer herself, Grieve says she tries to be a part
of organizations, activities and events as much as possible
so that she can learn how one entity may be able to help
another in the city. She calls it “connecting,” putting peop!
together who can benefit from those mutual relationships.
“If we are working together, we can accomplish so much
more.”

And that seems to be the theme from one end of this
progressive Chamber to the other.

“We work closely with the city and appreciate all it
does for us,” Grieve says. “They are very supportive of the
Chamber.”

Administrative assistant Chrystal Womack is “key to th
success of our daily operation. She has really added a lot t
the Chamber,” she notes.

And Mason and Grieve both talk of a dedicated board
of directors who are “very involved.” Members put in an
abundance of volunteer hours for the good of the Chambe
and the city. “We are very blessed,” says Grieve.

It centers on giving back to the community, moving it
forward and promoting it. Why? A hint lies at the end of
each email from the Chamber — a quote from poet Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow that begins, “I have an affection fi
a great city ...”

Judging by the progress already made and the vision
being developed for the future on Peli City’s behalf, the
sentiment from that quote perfectly underscores the motiv
behind the Chamber’s mission as its unwavering advocate

To learn more about the Chamber, go to
www.pellcitychamber.com. #
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Story by Carol Pappas
Photos by Jerry Martin

Like a beacon shining brightly in the
nighttime sky, St. Vincent’s St. Clair is
lighting the way for a new era in health
care for not only the city, but the region
all around it.

Opening its doors in 2011, the new
state-of-the-art hospital anchors what St.
Clair County Economic Development
Council Executive Director Don Smith
has called a “mini medical mecca.”

Sitting on a hilltop overlooking Inter-
state 20, the hospital and Physicians Pla-
za complex has not only been impressing
passersby but more important, those who
take advantage of its offerings.

No longer do residents have to travel
to Birmingham or other large cities to get
quality health care. It is squarely in their
own backyard.

There is no more fighting traffic,
traveling long distances or searching for
a parking place. The convenience of hav-
ing tests and outpatient surgery is just a
few minutes away.

Technology is cutting edge with digi-
tal imaging, electronic medical records,
wireless connectivity, computerized
order entry for physicians and bar coded
medicine administration.

Endocrinology, Ear, Nose and Throat,
gastroenterology, general surgery, ne-
phrology, neurology, obstetrics/gynecol-
ogy and ophthalmology are all a part of
the offerings.

New specialists and services are be-
ing added to a solid base of doctors who
practice there, and the beneficiary of this

Weeleurns: to the rewy

St Vincent, gy Clair

INFORMATIOpN
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growing hospital is a growing city. And the numbers bear it out.
On the hospital’s first anniversary in December, the indicators
of success were pointing straight up: Usage of the Emergency
Department, up 30 percent; in-patient discharges, 47 percent;
surgeries, 25 percent; and outpatient services, 20 percent.

An advanced wound center, sleep diagnostic center and dura-
ble medical equipment services have opened their doors inside,
enhancing the comprehensive services offered by the hospital.

In 2013, plans call for an occupational health clinic opened to
handle medical needs emerging from the growth of the manufac-
turing sector.

On the heels of St. Vincent’s St. Clair opening, the new Col.
Robert L. Howard Veterans Home opened just across the street

from the hospital. And St. Vincent's staff directs medical needs
thexe.

TS teach o fhe commumiy has gone well beyond typical
services. Staff are manning health fairs from Anmston to Lin-
coln to Talladega and at home in St. Clair County. The hospital
is attracting the community inside with “Heart Day” screenings,
a health fair on campus, a small business health care seminar,
mammography specials and mammograms on Saturday by ap-
pointment for the convenience of its patients.

All have a central theme: Put the patient first. And as Presi-
dent and Chief Operating Officer of Rural Hospital Operations
Evan Ray says, “It’s not just a new building. It’s all top notch.
There is no service that we offer here that can by surpassed by
any hospital in the region.”

Sleep Disorder
Center at hospital
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Story by Elaine Hobson Miller
Photos by Jerry Martin

The buttery smell of popcorn wafts down one
hallway, while strains of “Under the Boardwalk”
drift down another. Following the sound instead
of the smell, a visitor peeks into a glass-enclosed
room to see couples slow-dancing to the music
of the Drifters, while men in wheelchairs and
on sofas watch and smile. A woman sings along
karaoke-style with a portable sound system, and
everyone appears to be having a rollicking good
time.

Wait a minute. Are we in the right place? Isn’t
this supposed to be a nursing home for veterans,
a place where retired military men and women
quietly live out their elder years? With its Main
Street shops, Town Center, neighborhoods and
homes all under one roof, with its back-porches
and rocking chairs overlooking courtyard gar-
dens, the new-state-of-the art Col. Robert L.
Howard State Veterans Home is about as far from
the traditional concept of the nursing home as
a horse is from a motorcycle. Yes, residents get
skilled nursing care here, but they also get a sense
of community and camaraderie. It’s just one
of many aspects that make this facility a home
instead of an institution.

“If you ask veterans where they would rather
be, their answer would be, ‘I’d rather be at
home,’” says Rear Adm. Clyde Marsh, commis-
sioner of the Alabama Veterans Administration.
“We tried to create a home they would like to go
to and enjoy. We think the veterans will be happy
here.”

There are no hospital-like rooms lining the
hallways here, no dark corridors where the only
light comes from an occasional window or door.
Step inside, and you think you are in a mall or a
quaint little village. Stroll down Main Street, and
you’ll see vintage-style signs hanging from the
tops of storefronts enclosed mainly in glass. A
barber shop, pharmacy, beauty shop, library, cha-
pel and Stars and Stripes Cafe line the stone-tiled
corridor, beckoning strollers to come inside.

Filling all of its 27 acres just north of Inter-
state 20, this sprawling “town” comes together
in a Town Center, a large room with a towering
stone fireplace that lifts the eye upward toward
the skylight and pine cathedral ceiling. From the
Town Center extend three neighborhoods named
Victory Way, Liberty Lane and Patriot Place.
Monthly activity calendars are posted on the
walls in each neighborhood, including the regular
popcorn social that lures you in with its movie-
theater aroma.

Each neighborhood has three homes divided
into single-occupancy rooms, each room fur-
nished with a bed, wardrobe, large shelving unit
and flat-screen television monitors, with wi-fi
access for those who want to keep up with grand-
children and friends via the internet. Residents
can bring their own computers, or use one of
the two laptops provided in the library. The total

Community
ets first look
t dedication 7
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number of rooms includes a domiciliary for inde-
pendent living for 80 and two Alzheimer’s/Demen
neighborhoods. The facility is expected to employ
people when it reaches full occupancy.

“Putting it in perspective, it’s a new design conce
for state nursing homes for veterans,” says Marsh. ¥
liams Blackstock Architects of Birmingham desig
“from the ground up,” with no blueprint or model, J
an admiral’s order to create a home worthy of veter:
service and sacrifice.

The 238,000 square-foot-home can house 254 ve
ans, and less than six months after its November 20
opening, it was well on its way to that number. “We
on target, maybe early, to fill up the place,” says ad-
ministrator Derrick Williams, who works for HMR
independent contractors responsible for the day-to-
operations of the home. “We have 103 residents to
(April 1,2013).” Three of the residents are females,

including Mary Barbieri, 91, from Fairfield, Alabam
who spent 20 years in Army administration before
becoming a school teacher. Mrs. Barbieri lives in the.
domiciliary, where many residents have their own ¢

Williams says community reaction to and support
of the home has been awesome. “It’s unbelievable
what the city has done,” he says. “They’ve opened u
their pockets, volunteering and welcoming the staff.
The business community has been great as well. The
hospital has played a key role, giving us lots of insig
into the community and providing a lot of services f
us. The Economic Development Council does a loth
us, too. Pell City really stands behind the veterans of.
this city.”

The hospital to which Williams refers, St. Vincen!
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Sports bar, a
social

e gathering spot

St. Clair, is just across the street from th
veterans home. Jefferson State Commu
College, known for its nursing program
just down the block on the same campu
three have become partners in a win-wi
situation that benefits them and the resi
Specialists from the hospital can be uti
by the home. If a veteran needs hospits
tion or emergency care, the proximity i
and the resources immeasurable. Plans
for Jefferson State nursing students to
some of their rotations at the home, wi
there will be opportunities for internsh
volunteering and employment for then
Named in honor of the nation’s mot
rated soldier and an Alabama native, t
miltion Col. Robert L. Howard State }
ans Home was funded 65 percent by 2
from the U.S. Department of Veterans
and 35 percent by the Alabama Depar
of Veterans Affairs. A glass display c2
into the wall on Main Street is dedica
Howard’s life as a soldier. Five more
line both sides of the broad boulevarc
case representing a branch of the Arn
Services: Army, Navy, Air Force, Ma
and Coast Guard.

Individual and organizational volu
show up at the home almost every da
Teresa Carden brings a group from L
Hospice to entertain residents two Fr
each month with karaoke music. Ma:
Wood of Jefferson County usually d:
with some of the residents when she
her husband, Raymond W. Wood, 94
Army veteran. “It’s not always 60sr
but it’s always danceable,” Carden s
Some of the residents are wheelchai
but hospice volunteers and nurses he
hands while they “chair dance” in ti
beat.

Gerald and Mary Margaret Hoyle
nearby New London volunteer so fr
that they fill two sign-in sheets per 1




Mary Margaret plays piano while Gerald rounds up resi-
dents for Bible classes and chapel services. Gerald spends
several hours a week playing checkers with a resident who
doesn’t want to leave his room, playing dominoes with a
stroke victim and visiting others who are confined to bed.
An arrowhead maker and collector, he frequently takes

his collection to show residents, and has made arrowhead
necklaces for about 80 percent of them.

“I’m a veteran (Air Force) and I have something in
common with those men,” Hoyle explains when asked why
he volunteers so much. “I’m younger than most of them —
I’m 68 — but I enjoy being in their company.”

The home needs more volunteers, and Gerald believes
that anybody with people skills would love visiting the
men and women who live there. “It just makes me feel
good to go there,” says the pastor of Mount Olive Freewill
Baptist Church in Dunnavant. “It’s a blessing.”

Steve Howard, Col. Howard’s younger brother, visits
the home almost every day. He often brings small gifts for
residents and always brings his lap dog, Cash, who has
become the home’s unofficial mascot. “I followed Robert
all my life,” Howard says. “We had a special bond. I feel
a special bond for this home, too. 1 know someday I’ll be
living here.” &
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Story by Carol Pappas
Photos by Jerry Martin

With the inauguration of a new administration for the
city in 2012 came a new form of government and a new
way of doing the business of the city.

Once governed by a full-time mayor and a part-time
council, Pell City changed its government to city manager
form because the state Constitution mandated it because of
its burgeoning population. Once it topped the 12,000-mark,
it had to move to a government involving a city manager, a
mayor and a council president.

The move has proved to be a more progressive form of
government, enhancing efficiency and improving the day-
to-day operation.

The Council now has a city manager, Patrick Draper,
who is responsible for overseeing all aspects of the day-to-
day operation. He acts much like CEO of the city, responsi-
ble for professional management of the city. Council Presi-
dent James McGowan sets the agenda and presides over
the meetings of the Council, and Mayor Joe Funderburg
helps develop a vision for the city, and he and Draper make
recommendations to city officials on the direction 1n which
the city should move. New CFO Paige Myrick oversees the
finances of the city. And while Funderburg does not have 2
vote, he does have veto power in this form of government.

How is it working? So far, it is getting a thumbs up from
all involved. They were quick to point out that previous
administrations had done yeoman jobs in juggling all the
duties expected of the mayor. But the move to a new form
of government has enabled officials to build on the founda-
tions laid by those previous administrations.

“We’re moving in the right direction,” Funderburg said.
Prior to the change, the mayor’s role was very demanding.
«[t eliminates the mayor’s plate being so full. It distributes
responsibility a little more equally.”

He, Draper and McGowan arrived at the same phrase in
describing Pell City’s governance today: “team work.”

“It’s really working out well,” said Draper. “It’s really a
simple concept, it’s just new to our city.” Pell City became
only the 14th government in Alabama to go to a manager
type of government, although it is more common in other
states.

As a professional manager, he oversees the day-to-day
operation of the city and develops the budget. The mayor is.

more public relations — the face and voice of the city.

It allows Funderburg the time to “get Pell City’s name Joe Funde
out there,” he said, noting that he works on recruiting busi- ) .
nesses and other services the city needs. His role also is McGowan has a umf‘i‘fe vantage point after n}’ore
what he calls “ambassador” for the city, working directly two decades in qfﬁce. I’ve been on both sides,” he
with the people. “Sp fa;, ev;rythmg has been very positive. It seems
He talks of transparency in government. “Everything we thing is going very, very well. If we all strive for the
do needs to be visible to the public. We do not want any goal, it will work gregt.“ ) o
perception of backdoor politics. We make the public aware. And that, he said, is “the main objective — we al
If they have any questions, all they have to do is ask.” together.” ¢
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Story by Carol Pappas
Photos by Jerry Martin

Even though his degrees and training go well
beyond the Pell City High School diploma that
hangs on Superintendent Michael Barber’s of-
fice wall, it is no less important.

It is quite the opposite. It is central to his
thinking, planning and vision. “I think about
the positive experience I had through the school
system,” he said, noting the pride he feels in
earning that diploma 30 years ago. And it’s the
kind of pride he wants the next generations of
students to look back and feel.

He wants students to “learn how to serve
their communities and be good citizens,” and
the school system’s role in teaching that lesson
is to “give them skills to build on and give them
character to go with it. We want to educate and
develop the whole child,” giving them a sense
of ownership and a reason to say with pride:
‘That’s my school system.’

The lesson of community service is appar-
ently being learned quite well throughout the
school system. At each of the system’s eight
schools, the list of service projects performed by
students grows longer and longer.

At Coosa Valley School, students held a food
drive for the Christian Love Pantry, wrote let-
ters to soldiers and adopted needy families at
Christmas.

Jimmie Hale Mission now has new placemats
courtesy of the work Iola Roberts students did.
They have been involved in meals for homeless,
a cancer fundraiser and Operation Christmas
Child.

Walter M. Kennedy School saw its chil-
dren collect tabs for Ronald McDonald House
charities, send Christmas cards to soldiers and
seniors and get involved in the Great Bedtime

AERRGRRENRRATE AR RS

Story Pajama Drive.

Whether it was collecting money for Luke-
mia, Toys for Children, Cystic Fibrosis or Mus- Dr. Michael Barber,
cular Dystrophy, Williams Intermediate students superintendent
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Glenn City Recreation Hall name a fitting honor
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L\ERNEST WHITE COMMUNITY CENTER |

By Elaine Hobson Miller
Photos by Jerry Martin

Ernest White always had a smile on his face, and
the former Glenn City Recreation Hall that now
bears his name puts a smile on people’s faces, too,
through the events held there. It seemed fitting that
the Pell City Council would rename the hall after
the man who personified its purpose.

The Emest White Community Center was of-
ficially dedicated on March 12, 2013, four months
after the November 2012 death of its namesake.
About 60 people watched city officials unveil the
new sign that now hangs high in front of the build-
ing.

“Mr. White was extensively involved in numer-
ous civic organizations in the city of Pell City, and
was known for his dedication to public service,” a
resolution passed by the City Council states. “His
love, leadership and dedication touched so many
lives in our community. He will be greatly missed.”

Known for his cheerful disposition, his dedica-
tion to the city and a little strut in his walk, Ernest
White was the Greater Pell City Chamber of Com-
merce Citizen of the Year in 2000 and the Lion’s
Club Lion of the Year for 1999-2000. He was the
first African-American to serve on the city’s Board
of Education, when the school system was first
established in 1982. He also served on various city
and church boards, and was a long-time member




of the city’s Planning and Zoning
Board.

“He was a level-headed guy,
and he would talk about any is-
sues,” Schools Superintendent Dr.
Bobby Hathcock says. “He made
a difference in the lives of a lot of
people in this community.”

James McGowan, city council
president and the man instrumen-
tal in getting the hall named for
White, was friends with him for
many years. “I knew Mr. White all
my life, but got to know him more
personally during the years he was
on the Planning and Zoning Board
and the Beautification Council.
We were in the Lions Club to-
gether, too. ” McGowan says.

White moved to Pell City
when he was seven years old. He
worked for the old Food Center
grocery store for 20 years, then
had his own store, the Sanitary
Market, in Glenn City for 15
years. He worked for the U.S.
Postal Service for 25 years,
primarily as a mail carrier. He
walked City Route 1, which
encompassed the downtown area,
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until his retirement in August 2008.
“He dropped by to see me after he retired and I said,

‘Why don’t you come work for us,”” says Nancy Crow,

Civic Center coordinator. “He worked part time until his

death at the age of 77. He wouldn’t tell anybody how sick
. he was, but when he got sick, he worked when he felt
. like it. Even though I was his supervisor, we were good
. friends.”
i The Ermnest White Community Center, located at 405
. 19th Street South, has hosted weddings and wedding recep-
tions, birthday parties, family reunions and various civic
meetings since it was built during the 1960s. Part of the
Pell City Community Center complex, it has a full kitchen
and accommodates 100 people.

It’s also used by garden clubs, the VEW and other

groups when there is an overflow at the Civic Center,
_ which is about two miles away. The Friendship Quilters
Guild meets there every Thursday and the second Saturday
_of each month, bringing in members from Pell City, Oden-
ville, Moody, Anniston, Talladega and Birmingham. “The
building is used almost daily,” says Crow.
. Anpolice substation occupies the back portion of the
 building, which has undergone several renovations since
twas built. The most recent was about four years ago. In
ddition, the weekend before it was dedicated in memory
of Ernest White, the city put down a tile floor instead of
epainting the concrete floor. Workers also revamped all the
flower beds around the building. At the ceremony, Assis-
ant Schools Superintendent Michael Barber called White
an “investor,” because he invested in the homes he bought,
renovated and sold, as well as in the schools, the school
system, the city and his church, First Baptist-South. “He
s definitely worthy of this,” Barber said at the dedication.
‘He had an influence on my life.”

Pell City Mayor Joe Funderburg told the crowd gathered
for the ceremony that White was “Pell City through and
through,” while city councilwoman Sharon Thomas called
him a “’kind and gentle spirit.”

- Frank Seals, who worked with White at the post office,
says he was always smiling, always happy. “He looked for
the positive side of life,” says Seals, who was a mail clerk.
Even though their families were good friends, Seals didn’t
know White had cancer, because White didn’t talk about it
much. “He was always looking to a better day,” Seals says.
“He didn’t dwell on looking backward.”

- Ofes Forman is another of White’s lifetime friends. A
deacon at White’s Church, First Baptist-South, Forman
says he started going by White’s house when Forman
became a deacon in 1993. “He was someone I could go to,”
forman says. “He had plenty of good advice for me.” For
several years, Forman helped White remodel the houses the
atter purchased for investment

- Despite their closeness, Forman says White was very
private about his health. “He didn’t complain much,” he
says. “He always said something positive. He had a good
sense of humor, too, and made people laugh. He was a
straight-forward guy who said what he thought, but got
along with people even when he disagreed with them. He
planted a good garden, too, and took vegetables by and left
them on people’s porches when they weren’t at home.”
Preston Howard, who grew up with and went to school
th White, says White had a good name. “There are two
es of names people remember, good names and bad

” Howard says. “Mr. White was on the positive

oty
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Story by Tina Tidmore
Photos by Jerry Martin

Due the increasing activity in the residential real
estate market, Pell City’s Realtors are already experli-
encing a much busier buyin and selling season this
year. The number of single-family home sales in Pell
City has increased 21 percent in the past 12 months
over the previous 12 months, according to the St. Clair
Association of Realtors.

“\We're excited; we can see the light at the end of
the tunnel,” said Sharon Thomas, a Realtor and city
councilwoman.

Similarly, the National Association of Realtors
reported that the number of residential homes sold na-
tionwide was 10.8 percent higher in March 2013 than
in March 2012. While most all areas of the country are
seeing increased activity, Pell City’s real estate market
is different.

“Our local real estate market follows the trend of
the national real estate market with the changes affect-
ine our area shortly after the other areas,” said Diana
White, president of the St. Clair Association of Real-
tors. “The great thing about this is that we can watch
the effects nationally and prepare for them.”

Pell City’s quality of life and its proximitty to Bir-
mingham and Atlanta are attracting people from other
areas. With Logan Martin Lake in 1ts backyard, public
and private education facilities as well as a community
college and four-year degree opportunities, Pell City 1S
a prime choice for location,

Karen Bain, a Realtor with Fields-Gossett Realty,
said the civic center’s recreation facilities and the new
hospital is attractive to new residents as well. “I tell
people that once you live in Pell City, you’ll never
want to leave,” Bain said.

The Pell City Chamber of Commerce declares the
city as “the gateway to living the good life.” And judg-
ing by its jump in opulation to more than 12,000 in
the 2010 census, that declaration seems on target.

Thomas, who is with Re/Max Hometown Proper-
ties, said Logan Martin Lake continues to attract
retirees and some who are in their 30s looking for a
primary or secondary home. The property tax rate,
sewer rates and Pell City’s conveniences are causing
many to leave Jefferson County. “I’m hearing that a
Jot,” said Thomas.

According to IndexMundi, St. Clair County’s popu-
lation erew at a rate of 29.1 percent between 2000 and
2010, faster than all other Alabama counties except
Shelby and Baldwin. Neighboring Blount County’s
{)opulation grew by 12.3 percent and Jefferson County

ost 5 percent of its po%u ation.

Bill King is one of those who moved to Pell City
from a neighboring county. For years, he lived in his
Gardendale home in Jefferson County, and three years
ago he acquired a home on the Logan Martin Lake.
After retiring and spending more time at his lake
home, King became involved in a local church and
decided to move away from Gardendale.

When he compared costs, he decided a lake home in
Pell City was a better investment.

“Why go spend money, if you don’t have to,” King
said of his decision to be in St. Clair County where
he can also continue living on the lake. “1 have better

convenience and no health insurance costs.” He knows
the price for the same house is a little bit higher in Pell
City, yet in the long run, he expects to come out better

financially and with the amenities.

Realty Executives’ Nancy Locklar said she notices
different areas of the state are affected differently
as the real estate market goes up or down. “Locally,
Anniston, Oxford and Jetferson were hit hard,” Lock-
lar said of the 2008 real estate bust. “But Huntsville
wasn’t affected as much.” She said from her experi-
ence, the impact in Pell City was about in the middle
compared to other cities in the state.

Now, Locklar reports new rural development, less

inventory and people moving by choice and not only
due to necessity. “We’re seeing lots move now,” she
said. The change started in July of last year, she said.
She attributes some of the upward trend to the very
Jow mortgage interest rates. The Wall Street Journal
reported on April 18 that the avera%e 30-year fixed-rate
for a mortgage was 3.41 percent, close to a record low.
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This was also a decline from the average
rate in the previous week.

As the inventory is decreasing, the
prices are increasing. “If someone is
considering buying a house in the Pell
City area, they need to realize that the
buyer’s market is trending out,” White
said. Homewood and Mountain Brook
and the homes around Logan Martin Lake
are feeling these effects, she said.

The National Realtors Association |
reported in March, the median residential '
price is up 10.8 percent from March 2012
while PelY City’s median housing price %
increased 6 percent over last year.

Along with the big-city conveniences
and small-town atmosphere, Pell City
is also attracting some who commute to
work in other cities. Locklar said some =
like being 35 minutes to the Birmingham
airport and two hours from the Atlanta
airport. For those who work in Birming-
ham and like the smaller town and the
lake, but occasionally need to fly for
their work, Pell City provides all that is
needed. ¢
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