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By-Lou Ann Ray.
News correspondent

-~ PELL CITY — It was not the black
vote that caused James McGowan: to
be the first black in this city’s history to
serve on ‘the city council. It was the
votes of both the black and white com-
munities that got him elected and those
are the people he is going to serve, he
said: o ; '
“I promised to be honest and I pro-
" mised to be fair)” McGowan, 35, said.
“My aim is to serve the citizens of Pell
City in a fair and equal manner with
respect and consideration to all.”

McGowan won the seat over incum-
bent Barnett Lawley by having a
majority of the votes in all beats but
one, hesaid. -

The Pell City native and telecommu-
nications' instructor at Eden Area
Vocational Center in Ashville said he
decided to run because there were
things he saw that could be done to
make the city a better place. “You
can’t really do anything about it until
you get into a position where you have
a voice,” he said.

faces on the council. Three of the new
councilmen beat incumbents while two
other incumbents chose not to run
again. Incumbent Mayor Hugh Hardy
Williamson lost to Harvey Watson.
Councilman Joe Wheeler said

they've never had before” with

- McGowan is only one of six new

. “blacks will have representation .

g e -

am News—8A

‘Pell City’s first black
To serve all

. McGowan on the council.

Wheeler added that having a black
on the council also will help in acquir-
ing grants for the city. : .

Watson said the black community
will “feel better” by having a black on
the council. Of the 8,000-plus in Pell

. City, about 14 to 18 percent are black, -

Watson said.

When asked whether having. a black
on the council will make a difference,
Councilman Sonny Kilgroe said “it’s
hard to say. I don’t think of James as
being black.”

Kilgroe said McGowan “thinks things
out and does not make rash decisions,”
something that McGowan is not hesi-
tant to say about himself.

“When serving, I will deliberate long
and hard before making any decision,”
he said. “But having once made it, and
1 feel like it is the right decision for our
town and our people, I will try never to
go back on a decision.”

McGowan’s wife, Elsie, is assistant
principal at Moody Elementary. They
have two children, Kenneth Eugene, 6,

and LaCindra Denae, 7. -
- McGowan has a Rank-1I certificate .

in vocational education from Alabama
A&M University and has studied at
Tennessee State Vocational Technical
School. i .

Politics may play a part in
McGowan's future, he said. “In four
years, if I feel like I've accomplished
what I set out to do, I'll probably run
for mayor.” ~
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ByLARRY CAMP
*"NEWS Editor

The use'of -out-of-town police -

“officers to make four cases of

selling beer on Sunday against

local “businesses -and “their*

.- subsequent fine of $25 each has
‘ to a showdown between Pell

il

* Nixon . and council member -
who' serves as

Harvey: Watson
‘chairman of. the..J
"-Cominitt

Y. Mayor Aubrey' “Dil]"

- persons

the council he would like to see

- ¢ertain ‘standaids set up: -
regarding
'?dgpartment. ‘
- “In the past;, following arrest .
by the Police Dept. therée have

the * judiciary

beéen many times ‘where:cases

; were not handled right...certain

have never .been ‘to”
because - influence was -
. , d. o licene

rt

édl o

" the council Monday niglhit,
- Watson told fellow mémbers of -

certain. ground -rules Taid . out
-Where - everyone would " be
treated equally
Watson said.
. Mayor Nixon,
Watson’ . - CTITIE
request,” said the ‘judiciary
committee was to be concerned
only with the city - business
license schedule, - - ST
“The judiciary commit
responsible son

in_answer to

lix( ated:
" ““This'is the _
for as long as'T cacn remember.
The judge works directly with
the Mayor and; in kis absence, I
can no pross or handle ¢ases

anyway I see fit,” Nixon said.

According ‘to - sourcés, the
episode began . when 'several
persons approasched Watson on

and- fairly,”

way it has been

- judiciary committee. Sinc
- does, then I won't say anyth

- cluded.

enforce the law,” Watson:
“I guess I just had’ some f
assumptions. aboout
have no say so, and the Ma
more about it,” Watson ¢

enforcement of the “no beer '

sales on Sunday” law. =
Watson, according to' the

source, contacted Police. Chief

‘Ruble Bowlin ‘and- asked him

how the city could enforce the

taw. o

- The source said Bowlin told
Watson the only way to enforce
the law ‘was to -bring -in- un-
dercover officers because all
the local businessesknew 'his
officers and would not sell beer
when they were around.

. Councilman

“Bam’™ Cox was then con-

lacted by Bowlin and agreed to’

use the undercover officers.
While here; Sunday, March

17, the officers tried to purchase

.beer  from some 15 local

Raymond-

“businesses and were successful .

in four instances:

Later in the week, the mayor .
“was contacted about the arresfs

and acnarding ta tha aacena Lo






Pell Ctty Councxlman Charles

‘Lockmdge did net submit his

resignation as head of the Street
. Department at Monday’s
_meeting of the Clty Council as
he said he would last week,
. Lockridge said- he would
3 make a statement at a later
date on the ‘matter.

. The Pell Clty Councﬂ -
..meeting‘Monday in City - Hall ‘
*heard a report from Mayor A.E.

.~ “Dill” Nixon that the city would

. begm receiving close to $323, 000 L
“iri federal aid for street repalrs i

“blacktopping, - Tepairing * of
’ trafﬁc hghts and utlhtxes '

i that he would work thh uson 1t, ‘
but he also told us that he would i
~.; “a'want us to pay 85 per cent off
 the water bill,” he stated. =
. ' fI'he council was asked about
fxrst project to be done with' the*‘ the: possxbxhty of purchasing a

.money would be the cleamng up ‘meter and: -putting it there and
of old houses ztnd the rest of the . they. said. e could do lt at hxs »

i ~_.own expense. :
| ::The couneil” said they should
work with’' Weldon: on ‘working
thep ’sxblhty of them txemg 5

tsuie the cxty; nto hlS

lummts The" dl ussmn came':

The cxty had: apphed for ~busi

$350, 0001 in aid after a tornado on

t L
Jan. ~10. destroyed ‘several outside the limits.:

‘businesses and -

residences in the city. The: aid
was asked for after ‘President
Gerald: R. Ford declared. St.
Clair and 22 other counties

major - disaster areas and ‘€ cit
eligible for federal aid under the S

federal Disaster Act.:

leon said that the biggest

part of the money ($170,000)
would go for blactoppmg,
$38,000 for repair of fr. ffic
- lights; $49,000 for utilitie
$12 760 for cleanup Nix

Councxlman Harvey Watson_‘
disagreed - saying, “We told:
others we couldn’t do it. We are = on the Eden Sewa
not obhgated"to people outsme{;;not ready; RO
i ~Hearda reportffrom Nxxon ‘
s + who said the state would lower ]
the speedlumton us, a1 South |
_;,but must do’a’ trafm .study
l before putting a street light; - ,
‘—Agreed to walt “ntil the fall
before domg wr w8 tenms

ic thls sntuatxon wa

d to begm recelvmg
two front-end loaders ;

L
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‘OBSERVER SHOPPER JULY %0, 1975

Pell City Mayeor A, E. “Dill” Nixon became a
foster parent (temporarily) Sunday when he and
dozens of other Pell City parents met at the Pell
City Recreation Hall as youngsters from around
the state arrived in town for the opening of the
State Jr. Babe Ruth League Tournament, which
is being hosted for the first time at Pell City.
Pictured with Nixon are Greg O’Rear, Maxie

o~

Mayor Is ‘Foster Parent ’

Burleson, Kevin Cassaday and Sammy Huff-
steller, all representing the Huntsville Southwest
team. Other teams Joining in the competition, -
which began Monday at Avondale Field, include
Atmore, Huntsville County, Tuscaloosa County,”
Tallassee, Mobile and Pell City. All participants
will be the guests of local families during their

- stay. (Photo By August Lehe)



OBSERVER, Pell City, Ala. Oct. 23, 1975

Mayof Kicks Off Bicentennial

Pell City Mayor Dill Nixon displays Pell City's Bicentennial Flag
which was presented to the City by Congressman Tom Bevill and
officially declared Saturday, October 25, as the Kick-ofl Day for
Pell Cily's Bicentennial Celebration. The first of many events
planned for the vear-long celebration will be Saturday’s First
Annual Coosa Arts and Craft Show at the Pell City Armory, and
Pell City merchants and businesses are helping in the Big Day
offering special incentives for shopping Pell City on Saturday,
October 25. (See Section B) .



Mayor Signs Proclamation

- Pell City Mayor A.E. “Dill” Nixon is
shown with Joy Morrison locking over a
proclamation declaring this week National
Business Women’s Week in Pell City. The week

honors the working women of
sponsored by the National
Professional Women’s Clubs. (
Louis Muro)-

America and is
Business and
NEWS Photo By
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OBSERVER SHOPPER Pell City, Ala. Sept. 30, 1976

Council Welcomes New
Mayor, Counczl Member

‘BY AUGUSTLEHE

-In a spirit of harmony and

unity, Pell. Cxty Interim Mayor
Paul Turner “and. incumbent
council members Bam Cox,
Charles Lockridge and F‘orrest

Walls Monday night welcomed.
Mayor-elect Hugh Williamson
and council member-elect Joe " -

Sawyer to Monday night's

governing body. -

Willlamson and Sawyer,. who |

: ofﬁma]ly do not take offlce untll

‘,mumcxpal runoff ‘election.

‘mously to, partlcxpate in the
regular session of the .city “DWI. '

the Oct. 11- council meetmg, :
were present Monday mght as’;
council observers. I

“In other business, the co |
confirmed the Sept. 15 &an
of ‘the results" »of ‘the Sep

“The cotncil also voted unarii

o state-wxde to permlt first 4 es
“driving ‘while intoxicated of- "
fenders to. save their drlvers,
licenses by agreeing to attend a '
special course atl the direction
of the'presiding judge. !
. Presenting the program to the
council Monday night was Mrs.
Ruth Follett, program director
of the Jefferson, Blount, St.
Clair Mental Health Authorxty
Mrs. Follet also asked that the .
‘city continue its participation in
“the _authority - when " the "city
) budget for the upoommg fiscal
year is adopted. ¥ -
The council, mgther discus- )

Duck’s Tavern on Old Coal City
Rd., after a delegation of
protesters ‘appeared before the
council,

~Voted to permit the Pell City
Jaycees to host- the King

. Brothers Circus on Friday, Nov.

").

~Voled to adopt a resolution
commending Harvey Watson ’
for his service to the City durmg |
the past four years. o

~-Announced that the city has |

- been informed by Alabama Gas |
Co. thatl it cannot extend its |
lines to serve persons on Hwy 34
seeking gas service,
- --Heard a request that a water )
line be run to James Hayes 4
Subdivision.. No action was :
taken :

L
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‘ FORMER PELL CITY Ad-
ministrator Con Coupland, who has
been serving as mayeor’s assistant
since the new administration took
office, has retired from that post. On

R R

his final day on the job, City Hall

workers and former ~officials
honored him with .a retirement
party. Coupland said his retirement

DAILY HOME, Talladega-Sylacauga-Peli Cily, Ala, Wednesday, May 1, 1985 — 7

will enable him to travel, and he is
shown here cutting his ‘“Happy
Traveling” cake. (Carol Pappas
photo) o :




Mayor Hugh H. Wdhamson signed,‘

final papers for a $6 million apphcation
for the sewerage treatment plant in
Pell City Wednesday aftemoon Iti is to

| DAILY HOME; Talladega-Sylacauga-P.C., Ala., Saturday, July 4, 1981 — 3 . .

be funded jointly with the En-

vironmental Protection Agency ona 75 -

percent federal — 25 percent local

basis. From left are Bob Lowe of :

: Pnr!er. =

Tucker: Consultmg Engmeers, Inc.,
W|lhamson and Clty Councllman Kelth
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June 18, 196l

Alumni Office
Emory University
Atlanta, Usorgia

Gentlemsn:

The City of Pell City, Alabama, is making an effort to obtain
pictures of all of the former Mayors., We have been unable to
secure any picture of Jesse Olonzo Gray, a graduate of your
Medical College, 1893, We have noted that most doctors have

a picture of the members of their graduating class and we wond~
ered if you have a picture or if you know of any member of that
class who might have such a picture., We would like to have

an 8 x 10 black and white picture and will be happy to pay

any costs involved, Any help you can give us will be appre-
ciated.

Yours very truly,

Bettie Scott, Clerk
City of Pell City



W (oscf O Gomasy (it i '
//ﬂ /7// My /ZM? / //e/ 4f % |
X{f{ /ﬂa ot Ty 7/;/%@

s e L@ua“ ; {/w A & Bow 55 |
/ b
/ 7(,&77{ /]/ U«,Ul /[ [ty Z// 4 /f/7

Ui /mﬁ, fuy /m/ - 1 1 Wm & \&; J;\”S&
( &\J\\%}\ \;

- / A g ity g ZL//Z&{
1 s
?[@Z szf/ /au/é/ff/%//lf 4



Pell'Clty Mayor Hugh H 'Williamson, radio ogggg“to durg‘
- U.S. Air Force, uses a familiar means to proclaim Natlona Gua Week
City Area.. Warrant Officer Paul Vaugh ‘holding the radio. ]
Week is March 30-Apr116 (NEWS-AEGIS hotob JoeyKennedy

\

Thursday, March 30, 1976... THE ST. CLAIR NEV -



RETIREMENT & APPRECIATION PROGRAM

HONORING

JAMES OLIVER McGOWAN

Telecommunications & Cisco Networking Instructor
John Pope Eden Career Technical Center
St. Clair County Board of Education

Pell City Civic Center
Pell City, Alabama

June 19, 2003
6:00 P.M.




Welcome

Friends and colleagues of
James O. McGowan
take this opportunity to
welcome you with pleasure and enthusiasm
to this retirement celebration
for such an
honorable educator.

We congratulate him for
the excellent service rendered
to the educational system.

It is with pride that we
salute him on this
special occasion as we
bid him farewell!




James Oliver McGowan




The Life of James O. McGowan

Mr. McGowan began his career in education as a telecommunications instructor at the
John Pope Eden Career Technical Center in the St. Clair County School System. During
those years, he taught basic installation and repair, installation of telephone systems,
pole climbing and outside plant construction. As technology changed and
communications advanced into the new millennium, his curriculum changed to meet
the new challenges of the computer age. His last assignment was teaching Cisco
Computer Networking and Aries A-Plus Certification in order to meet those challenges.

During his years as a teacher, Mr. McGowan made a decision to run for public office in
June of 1984. He won the majority vote in every beat except one and took office in
October as Pell City’s first black city councilman. He continues to serve the citizens of
Pell City as councilman and Mayor Pro-Tem.

After a year into his term as councilman, he was appointed by the mayor as chairperson
of a committee to oversee the Pell City Police Department. Mr. McGowan began to
attend classes at Jacksonville State University on weekends, at his own expense. He
completed the class with 280 hours of law enforcement training —the equivalent of a
full-time police officer.

Mr. McGowan served as sponsor and co-sponsor of the VICA (Vocational Industrial
Clubs of America) for several alternating years. He also served as a member of the St.
Clair County Education Association, Alabama Education Association, National
Education Association, Alabama-Mississippi Independent Telephone Association, State
Vocational Education Association and National Vocational Education Association.

Throughout his career, Mr. McGowan has taught numerous students who have gone on
to make careers out of their training. Some of his students are in management positions
for large companies and some are in big business for themselves,

Mr. McGowan is married to Elsie Henderson McGowan, Director of the St. Clair
County Head Start Program. They have two children and one grandson, Jaylond. Their
son, Kenneth, served in the U.S. Navy and is now an officer at the St. Clair County
Correctional Facility. Their daughter, LaCindra, is a pre-law student at the University
of Alabama in Tuscaloosa.



BIOGRAPHICAL JOURNEY OF JAMES McGOWAN

Mission:

To train students so that they will be able to find a challenging and responsible
position where skills, education, expertise and practical experience as a
telecommunications specialist will be effectively utilized.

Experience: Twenty-seven years in telecommunications. Advanced from entry level to
planning, instructing and management; installation, service and repair of
electronic key systems, data switching equipment and data circuitry,
reading schematics and diagrams. Also, familiar with test equipment.

Education: Rank 1I/BS Degree in Vocational Education from Alabama A & M
University; Telecommunications Certificate from Tennessee State
Vocational School; Certified Teacher in Telecommunications from the
State of Alabama; Certified with ITT, TIE and Mitel for Electronic Key
Systems, PBS EPABX; Cisco Systems Computer Network Certification and
Aries Technology.

Work History: Instructor at Eden Career Technical Center in Telecommunications, 1976
to present; Cisco Computer Networking and Aries Technology Instructor,
2000 to present.

Community/Civic Activities: 5-term member of the City Council of Pell City; Member
of Local, State and National Education Associations; Graduate of the
Certified Municipal Officer’s Training Program; Past Executive Board
Member of the St. Clair County Dept of Human Resources; Co-Advisor of
the Vocational Industrial Clubs of America; Graduate of the Northeast
Alabama Police Academy at Jacksonville State University; served as
Mayor Pro-Tempore for past 4 years; served as Chairman of Police, Fire,
Park & Recreation, Street & Sanitation and Finance Committees; member
of the Pell City Planning Board; Alabama-Mississippi Independent
Telephone Association; Outstanding Young Men of America 1982-83.




PROGRAM

Prelude/Music Zache Horton

cereeeerenann.GUIN Robinson
Mayor, City of Pell City

Welcome/Occasion.........cooooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin,

Rev. A. L. Courtney, Ret.

Invocation
First Baptist Church, Pell City, Alabama

Dinner
(Power Point Presentation by Tim Sweezey
Director, Pell City Parks & Receation)

Zache Horton

Judge Bill Hereford
Mayor Guin Robinson
Attorney Billy Church

Dedicatory Song LaCindra McGowan

Expressions of Appreciation & Presentations Friends,
Co-workers & Students

Unveiling of Portrait.......................... Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Spradley

Honoree, James O. McGowan




Mr. Greg Bain
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Boddie
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Bowers
Hon. & Mrs. Mike Bowling
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Brascho
Mzr. & Mrs. Billy Church
Hon. & Mrs. Van Davis
Mrs. Judy Ellison
Mrs. Sandra Embry
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Fields
Hon. & Mrs. Blaine Galliher
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Gardner

Mr. & Mrs. James L. Golden, Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. Adrick Goodgame
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Goodgame
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Gossett
Mr. & Mrs. Johnny Grimes
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Hardwick
Mr. & Mrs. John Hazelwood
Hon & Mrs. Bill Hereford
Hon & Mrs. Jim Hill
Mr. Gibson Holladay
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Holladay

Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Isbell

CONTRIBUTORS/SUPPORTERS/SPONSORS

Mr. & Mrs. Ladale Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Kemp
Mzr. Mark Long
Mr. & Mrs. Lyman Lovejoy
Hon. & Mrs. Paul Manning
MAW Properties
Metro Bank
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Miller
Mr. Richard Minor
‘Mr. & Mrs. Robert Minor
Mrs. Margaret Mongold
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Raughton
Hon. & Mrs. Charles Robinson, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Robinson, Jr.
Hon. Guin Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Phil Seay
Mr. & Mrs. Billy Shepherd
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Smith
Mr. & Mrs. William Trussell
Union State Bank
Mr. Larry Ward
Hon. & Mrs. Randy Wood



Program Committee

Paula Hereford
Penny Isbell
Jim King
Marie Manning
Guin Robinson
Phil Seay
Cathy Smith
Tim Sweezey

Photographer

Ed Tyler

********%ﬂ-****3!-3(0(-3(-3[-*!-************%******%*&**

On behalf of the family
and program committee,
we gratefully acknowledge and appreciate
your friendship and support
at this momentous occasion

honoring our friend and colleague,

James Oliver McGowan.




Photo by Cmdy Wamer
THE FEW THE PROUD THE MARINES——-For the first time in Pell City’s Htstory, the commandmg ofﬁcers

of Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), The American Legion and Disabled American Veterans (DAV) are all

Marines. The three men were all present for Memorial Day Services at the St. Clair County Courthouse in Pell
' City Monday. Pictured are VFW Commander Jlm Elze s Amencan Legnon Commander Bﬂl Hereford and DAV
Commander Richard Gilbert.
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Former Mayor

Elected To

City Council In Pell City

Joe Kilgroe was elected a member of the City Coun-
cil at the regular meeting of the Council Monday night.
He will succeed Wallace Shoemaker who resigned his
place on the city governing body when he moved his
home from Pell City to Childersburg. Mayor Otis Perry
made the announcement after the ¢ouncil meeting .

Monday night.

The new member of the coun-
cil is not new in experience in
serving “his city. With the ex-
ception of the late Mayor Sum-
ter Cogswell, Kilgroe has pos-
sibly been a member of the
City Governing Body longer
than any other person. During
his - lifetime Mayor Cogswell
was  for - many. years either
mayor ‘or a member of the
council

When first elecied a member
of the council Kileroe, as may-
or pro-tem, served a good part
of his first term as mayor be-
cause of the illness of Mayor
Corswell. He was elected a
member. of the council . for a
second . term and was later

Shoemaker
Says Thanks

Wallace Shoemaker, for
mer mayor pro-tem wh
resigned recently from th
City “Council, issued
statement to the News
Aecgis this week expressin
appreciation fo the peopl

of Pell City and resret a
having to make a decision

reived when 1 was elected &
o the City Council in 1964.
“Moving away was 2a
ough decision for me to
make, and T sincerely miss ¢

: all the fine naonla of Pall &

elected mayor for two consecu-\‘?
tive ferms, ‘ : R

Kilgroe has long-time exper- U,
fence in the affairs of municipal
government, carried the highest g
respect of city and .municipal e
officials of Alabama and other “
states during his terms of of-
fice. ‘ .

Under Alabama law, replace:
ments on the city council are
to be made at the. first regular
meeting  after the .vacancy ec-
curs. Mayor Perry said. the new
councilman was - elected by
unanimous vote. “We feel that
we are Jucky to have a man of
the experience - and - caliber of
Mr.  Kilgroe to serve on our
city council”;, Mayor ~Perry
said in "‘commenting on the ac.
tion of the couneil.* - -

‘The. Mayor  also - expressed ree
gret that Shoemaker’s business
took him from Pell- City, where
he had served as mayor pro-
tem since his election in 1964,
when he polled more votes thary
any ofher candidate,

“I have never worked with
anyone more cooperative . or
more conscientious than Wal-
lace,” said the Mayor, “and I
sincerely regretted seeing him
leave Pell City.”

Shoemaker, - a personable
young - pharmacist who took an
active hand in local civic and
political affairs, recently moved
to Childersburg, where he is -
now part-owner in a drug store.




ception of the late Mayor Sum-
ter Cogswell, Kilgroe has pos-

sibly been a member of the
City Governing Body longer

than any other person. During
his lifetime Mayor Cogswell
. was for - many. years either
mayor ‘or a member of the
council.

When first elecied a member
of the council Kilgroe, as may-
or pm~tem, served a good part
of his first term as mayor be
cause .of the illness of Mayor
Coeswell. He was elected a

member of the councii. for a
second  ferm and - was

later

Aegis this week expressing
appreciation to the people
¢ of Pell City and regret a
having fo make a decisior
to leave.

Shoemaker, a pharmacist
formerly employed by Citi
zens Drug Co., purchased
an interest in a drug store
in Childersbure recently.

“Y want to let the people
of Pell City know,” he said
in his statement, ‘how
very much I appreciated |
the tremendous vote I re-
ceived when 1 was  elected
to the City Council in 1964.

“Moving away was @
tough decision for me fo i
make, and I sincerely miss s
. all the fine people of Pell .
: City. 1 very much enjoyed
my - association with  the E
% Mayor and City Council-
men and it was with much
regret- that I tendered my
resignation,” .

N S NN

fence in the affairs of municipal
government, carried the highest ~&
respect of city and .municipal o
officials of Alabama and other ™
states during his terms of of-
fice.

Under Alabama law, replac&
ments on the city council are
to be made at. the first regular
meeting after the vacancy oc-
curs. Mayor Perry said the new
councilman was elected ‘by
unanimous vote. “We feel that
we are lucky fo have a man of
the experience and caliber of
Mr. Kilgroe ‘to serve: oh -our
city council”, Mayor ~ Perry
said in commenting -on the ac-
tion of the council. *

‘The Mayer also- expressed re-
gret that Shoemaker’s business
took him from Pell Cify, where
he had served as mayor pro-
tem since his election in 1964,
when he polled more voles than
any other candidate,

“I have never worked with
anyone more cooperative : or
more conscientious than Wal-
lace,” said the Mayor, “and I
sincerely reeretted seeing him
leave Pell City.”

Shoemaker, a = personable
young - pharmacist .who took - ant
active hand in local civic and
political affairs, recently moved
to Childersburg, where ~he 8 -
now part-owner in a drug store.
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New Mayor

Take Over At City Hall

A brand new mayor, two
hold-over council members
and thréee newcomers to city
_government took over Pell
City’s municipal reins at a
short inaugural cermony at a
special called meeting at City
Hall Monday night.

Otis Perry was sworn in as
mayor fo succeed Sam - ¥.
Burt who declined to run for
a second tferm. Mayor Perry
comes to the city’'s top job
with 12 years experience in
municipal affairs as a mem-
ber of the city council.

The new mayor said “I have
we can make as much forward
progress for this city in the
next four years as Mayor
Burt and the ecouncil did in
the past term. We will make
every effort to carry forward
the work that has been start-
ed. and do everything posible
to bring new industries and
a new payrolls and a good life
for the people of this comm-
unity”.

The new mayor said he was
well pleased with the person-
nel of all city employees. “We
made temporary appointments
at our ‘organizational meeting
Monday night, but we expect
to make permanent appoint-
ments at the next régular
councl meeting”.

Hold-over members of the
council are J. R. Lowery and
Dr. -Raymond Cox. New mem-
bers are Dr. Horace Clayton,
‘Wallace Shoemaker and James
Smith. ,

On passing over the reins
of eity government to Mayor
Perry, Mayor Burt issued’ the
following statement detailing

- iz Iasr()}_‘ \-Burt:s WLRALT LTI
follows; .
1 as this will be

% e
In a8 for this adm-

the last meeting
inistration, 1T WO'
take this “occasion € xpress
my sincere appreclatxon o
m«embers of the counct fov
tvaie mnselfish efforts. We 2

o e 1YV

And Council

of water per month.
With the money from the
hond issue and the
ment grant, the ecity. added
approximately six miles of 8”
water mains and- 38 fire hy-
drants and made numerous
corrections in. the old water
mains in the Eden and Oak
Ridge systems. We have two
deep wells now in
stages -of development. Pro-
ducing water from deep wells
required a capital outlay of
$201,000 and a cost of 3.8¢ per
1000 gallons to produce a-
gainst an estimated cost of
£573,000 for a filtering plant
and production costs of 10.4c
per 1000 gallons. The drilling
contractor and ecity ‘engineer
have reported to us that Well
No. 1 should have a perma-
nent pumping capacity of 450
gallons per minute and Well
No. 2 should pump 300 gal-
lons per minute. This is in
excess of 32 million gallons
per month which is 1% times
the city’s present consumption
and ‘should furnish water for
movre than 300 additional fami-
lies for city growth. When this
project is complete the city
will be in a position 1o have
a full time fireman and will
benefit in lower insurance
yates. ‘ :

- Phe cily has refinanced the
Oak Ridge Water ‘and Gas
system at a considerable sav-
ings and at the same time ad-
justed the Oak Ridge Water
aund gas rates downward to the
same as Pell City rates. This
program will _eliminate some
work on the part of the city

o Thefe SPAG e o rd o

mately ten miles o*f’ nem[mhz;he
surface streets built

s of streets have 1:23

¢ 3 cnense.
rfaced at ¢ity expense.
s\ll‘%ﬁg park and Recreation

. and
. eonstructed 2
naard  has OO T hnild-

mile

govern-

the 1last

OTIS PERRY -
. « New P. C. -Mayeor
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Yr.. Raymond Cox. New meni-
bers ‘are Dr. Horace Clayton,
‘Wallace Shoemaker and James
Smith. ,

On - passing over the reins
-of city government fo Mayor
Perry, Mayor Buit issued the
following statement detailing
in brizf some of the accomp-
lishments of the past admini-
stration. :

Mayor
follows;

Burt’s  statements

In as much as this will be
the last meeting for this adm-
inistration, I would like to
take this occasion to express
my sincere appreciation fo the
members of the council for
their unselfish efforts. We are
finishing four years of an in-
teresting and, I belive, prog-
ressive period of the City and
Twould like to outline a brief
resume of what has been ac-
complished.

In the beginning we had a
difficult period covering sev-
‘eral months trying o get the
new sewer line and disposal
plants in operation. There was
also some concern in the be-
ginning about the city financ-
ing and I believe every mem-
per of the council and city
official put forth an extra ef-
fort to overcome these diffi-
cilties. o :

The previous administration
had entered into an agreement
with Avondale Mills to buy
the water and sewer system in
the village and also assume
the responsibility of the
streets. We found it necessary
to rebuild the water system
and a part of the sewer system
and install meters to all the
houses. This proved to be a
very costly undertaking and it
is estimated that we spent
more than $10,000. The city,
of course, needs to own and
control the Avondale village
utilities but this will prove to
uneconomical for several
years.

We had a program from the
beginning o try fo improve
the eity water system and fire
protection and to do this we
sold ¢ity bonds in the amount
of $102,000 and had a $99,000
government grant. The indebt-
edness resulting from the
bond issue will be liguidated
by the saving effected in pro-
ducing our-own water instead
of the purchase of approxi-

mately bight willies gallons

FAARARIRIRS

“gurface streets

Oak Ridge Water and as
system at a considerable sav-
ings and at the same time ad-
justed the Oak Ridge Water
and gas rates downward {o the
same ag Pell City rates. This
program will eliminate some
work on the part of the cily
ind means a much simpler -
accomﬂing gystem.

Addition of 58 street lights
should make our city safer.

There has been approxi-
mately ten miles of new hard
fa built  in the
past four years and most of
{his was done on a property
assessment basis. Some three
miles of streels have been re-
surfaced at city expense. !

The Park and Recreation
Board “has constructed and
equipped the recreation build-
ing and swimming peol and in
stalled playground equipment
at the St. Clair County Train-
ing ~School.

The city furnished the site
for the new health center and
is now furnishing the home
for the St. Clar County Res-
cue Squad and also furnishes
oil and gas for the trucks and
motor boats owned by the
squad.

The -city has installed a gas
pump and a maintenance shop
for city equipment and this
has proven very economical.
We also have a fully equipped
water meter repair shop and
the plang are to eventually in-
clude gas meters in this re-
pair program. We have install-
ed 2 fire and emergency siven
on the city hall. The city has
2 well equipped fire depart-
ment including a new and mo-
dern truck and a completely
reworked fire truck.

A warning signal and light
has been placed at the rail-
road crossing at 19th Street
and is hoped that further
warning systems will be plac-
ed on other railroad crossings
in the city.

- We have contributed to the
surplus ‘food program in the
county and are contributing
to the lbrary program. The
city pays 80% of the gas, wa
ter and sewer bill for the lo-
cal National Guard Armory
and the Parki and Recreation
Board has the use of this
building for a part of its pro-
gram. The city continues 1o

CONTD TO BACK PAGE .
FIRST SECTION



* New Cmmai Se Is- Eﬁp
City Organizaf jon

New Mayor Otis Perry and
the recently ‘“elected City
Council held their organiza-

tional meeting Monday night.

Standing committees were
appointed and Mayor Perry
announced the re-hiring of the
heads of all city departments.

Committee appointments
were as follows; J. R. Lowery
was appointed chairman of
the sireet committee, a post

he held during the past ad- .

ministration and those ap-
pointed fo serve with him
were James Smith and Pr.
Horace Clayton. James Smith
was named head of the Utili-
ties committee and Wallace
Shoemaker and ~ Dr. Clayton
will serve with him. Dr. Ray
Cox was again appointed to
head the Police committee
and Lowery - and Smith will
serve with him.

J. R. Lowery will head the

fire - depariment committee
and Dr. Clayton and Shoemak-
er will be on the committee
with him. Dr. Cox will head
the finance committée and
Shoemaker and Smith will al-
s0 be on this committee. Dr.
Clayton was appointed chair-
man of the judiciary eommit-
tee and Dr. Cox and Shoemak-
er will also be members of
the finance committee.

The mayor is Es-officio
member of all commiltees,

Miss Bettie Scotf, veteran
¢ity clerk, was again appoint-
ed fo this place. Rehired was
Jerry Seales, chief of police,’
James Tyus, superintendent of
utilities, Ed Holladay, city at-
torney, ¥. 0. Whitten Jr., city
recorder, Pele Fambrough,
chief of the volunteer fire de-
pariment, and Homer Banis-
ter, street superintendent.



THE CITY OF PELL CITY
Investiture
Mayor, City Council and
Board of Education

NOVEMBER 3, 2008
at 6:30 p.m.

The Pell City Center
For
Education and Performing
Arts




Mayor
William E. Hereford

Council Members
Greg Gossett
Donnle Guinn

James McGowan

Donnie D. Todd, Jr.
Dot Wood

Board of Education
Cecil Fomby
Eric Hicks
David Murphy
Michael Price
Norman Wilder

Officers Administering Qath

Stanley D. Batemon, Commission Chairman
Hugh E. Holladay, Attorney at Law
Charles E. Robinson, Presiding Circuit Judge
D. Guin Robinson, former Mayor of Peli City
Phifip K. Seay, District Judge




Welcome Judge Philip K. Seay

Master of Ceremonies
Invocation Rev. A. L. Courtney
Presentation of Colors Color Guard

Pell City High School
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps

Pledge of Allegiance Joshua R. Kendrick
United States Marine Corps

National Anthem Marian Frazier
OATH OF OFFICE
Charge to Council Mayor Adam Stocks

Organizational Meeting of City Council

Benediction Rev. Maurice Keller

Recepﬁon




OCTOBER
7:00 P. M




City of Pell City

Inauguration Ceremonies

Mayor

Councilman District 1
Councilman District 2
Councilman District 3
| Councilman District 4

Councilman District 5

School Board District 1
School Board District 2
School Board District 3
School Board District 4

School Board Distﬁct 5

Mr. Adam Stocks
Mr. Greg Gossett
Mr. J.T. Carter
Mr. Ed Pennington
Mr. Donnie Todd, Jr.

Mr. Gaston Williamson

Mr. David Murphy
Mr. Cecil Fomby
Dr. Eric Hicks
Mr. Michael Price

Mr. Norman Wilder



Invocation. . . . ... ... ... .. Rev. Paul Brasher

Pledge Allegiance To The Flag . . . . . Mr. Earnest White
God Bless America. . . Eden Elementary School Choir
Oath of Office. . . . . . William Hereford, Judge

Guin Robinson, Mayor
Charge to the Council . . . Guin Robinson, Mayor

Organizational Session of the Pell City Council

¢ (Call the meeting to order.

® Elect a Mayor Pro Tempore of the Council to act in place of the
Mayor in his absence.

¢ Adopt a motion setting the time and place for regular council

meetings.
e Mayor’s appointment of councilmembers to Department
Committees:  £iance Parks & Recreation
Police . Utilities
Streets Fire
Library

e Adopt a motion to designate the Mayor, Mayor Pro Tempore and
Finance Committee Chairman to sign checks along with the City
Clerk.

¢ Adopt a motion to continue the use of our present depositories.
e Adopt a motion providing that all administrative officers and

employees of the City continue temporarily in their respective
duties, pending such time as the council shall make permanent
appointments.

e Motion to recess subject to the call of the Mayor.
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Al says confiict .
{interest exisis
Aor Pell City official

;.
By CHRISTOPHER SMiTy
Star Statf Writer :
PELLCITY — Councilman Joe Wheeler's
efforts to get a city sewerage projeczbjn an
area where he and his family members gup’
Property presents a conflict of interest, a
state Ethics Commission official said
Eut Wheeler, who Is running for
County cireuit clerk, saig he would ng
from the projee because
he has no plans (o develop
the Property. He promiseq
that he wil continue tg
work for the sewerzaga
Project, known as the it
Cronwell project, because;
it is in the best interest of
the city. ’

*“This project is the most
important thing you'll ever
see in Pall City,” said

"0 chairs the
- rage committea, »

The pregosed path of the sewer lines-is
between the Civic Center and just south of the.
Water Tank Hill area on U.S. 231 and 19th
Strest. The couneil hopes commercial re
tailers will be attracted to the area if the
project goes through. ) .

Records in the S, Clair County Probate and
Tax Assessor’s office show Wheeler owns
several pieces qf property under Ris and his

mother’s name ip the Pine Orchard sub-

division, all near the proposed project’s path. whs

Clair ;
nelit :

Wheeler

sien property already has Septie tanks  the jand, the new owner would sesk ¢o operate
il not pe Connected to the sewerage., op ga septic system or attach o the sewer
ieeler said two undeveloped lots in his  trunk line.
: . mot,'ﬁer’s name, which Wheeler volunteerag Each Pell City councilman has gone on
MOREQVER, Wheeler’s brother David he "»\actuallV‘ owns, probably";"lm Use septic racord favoring the Cropwel} project. But
Owns the Suzuki shep on the cormer of 15th tanis'as well, _ ' ' disagreement over how jt should be financed
Avenue South, directly in the Proposed path. “I'm doing this for the city,” Wheeler said.  hag stalled the work. '
. Wheeler's actions appear to be in vie  ul hyg thought it might affect my brother’s T THE i ;
lation of many ., _4f our advisory opinions, lot and s 1 was thinking about abstaining AT THE APRIL' 11 couneil r:r:eetlp.g,
said Danny Myrick, an investigator thh_ {he from ke yote on the actuﬁ project.” ®  Wheeler mac':‘e s: motzo? that city engireering
state Ethics Commission. “No public official ¢ council expects Property valtes in tne  consultznt Charles Tucker be allowad to dravy
should ever vote op 5 matter which he or his 2rea will jncreasa Simiﬁcpnﬂ}-’ if the Project  up plans fer t}ze Pm}ecf' .
amily stands to make direct persenal finan- is built : = A 5 Wheeler said that before the ot
cial gain.”

tn

a .
“Tﬁat's true to a CETtai'] Q‘,tp;nf'” ‘Vheg!er mentioned his O‘vaTS{!lp of t.";'e property in
i ) o question to anycne on the counei].
: i ; , R ig s defeated 2.2, VWatsg
financial gain from kis action, Myrick said But Whesler said h2 kas g plaris to salf ap,, T..e_]motzunbv;aaé!(). E;:'oljb f Vatson and
i B . e by .. . v . 1 & 3 1011aaa n
the courcilman has not broken any laws. of his holgings in the area. ‘. counctl members Roy
- . - -~ - L. i
Wheeler said some of his Pine Crchard He would pot speculate whaiger if he sol

Eecause Wheasier hag yet to receive any  gniq

d 1
1 Staples voted against it, faying thay want the Be
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Siar Sheto by 8iil Wison

ouncilman Joe Whee!er’s brother owns a Suzuki .Shop directly in the Proposed path of sewer lines

ision broperty already has Saptic tankg the jand, ihe new owner would sesak o operate  property owners benefiting from the projest

iil not pe Connected to the Sewerage. op a septic system or attach to the sewer  to make a 25 percent contribution to its cost.

(vér said two undeveloped Iots ip his  trunk line. “He (Wheeler) should not be involved ip
lier’'s Name, which Wheeler Volunteereg Each Pall City councilman hag Eone on  trying to get such a project through,” saig
ictually owns, probakly will use septic  reeord favoring the Cropwal} project. But  Myrick. ‘“He should not vote at all, byt he
535 well, . disagreement over how it shoulg be financed  ‘should at least come up before the council ang
M doing this for the city,” Wheeler saig,  poc stalled the work, * admit he might stand to make a profit.”
4 thought it might affect my brother's e . Wheeler said the project will PBay for itseif
Md so I was thinking about abstaining AT THE APRH‘_ 11 council mesting, in five years with increased revenue from
l'ﬁhe vote on the actua] project.” Wheeler x?xafie ;3 motmfx that city engineering sales tax. .
1 coppeil expects Property valtes in tya consultan_-. Cnane‘s Tucxer be allowad i4 draw “We've got a $20 millian indusirial payroll
Will increasa significantly if the Project up p?:ms ier t.he project. and no place to shop,"” Wheeler said.
ilt ST Wheeler said thatbe:fo_re the vote he had not “People always ask when we're going to
Hat’s true to a certain exvtent,” Wheelor  mentioned his OWRCISND of the Preperty in gst a Wal-Mart, When we gat this sewerzae,
o question {o anyone on the counei], we'll get a Wal-Mart,” he addeq. °

tWheeler said ha has no plaris 0 salf apy, The motion was defeate? 8-2. Watson and Whealer said it was he and Ed Ash, pap
: 3 .y ) - . 1T ~ta NN . . - .
holdings in the area. i council members Roj ho‘!qaq‘y and Ricky City’s director of economie development, who
g thay w i
£=]

¥ould not speculate ypatser if be so1g  Staples voted 2gainst it, sayin

wantthe  pegap discussing the project.
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nded: about half way

‘& Country:Food Mart. .

Mr: Nuckolls ‘said  that the’

*-331ots, but all of them would not
- :be sold this year.. -

eeting
cently. too

_ . discussed .the availability . of
.water in the-area and the Mayor
© told:vMr.. Nuckolls. that the
"Council:- would _discuss. the
sitaat d.1ét. him~ know
~ something-in a couple:of weeks.
el “The: matter was:, referred to
“Nixon.told Mr. Ginn: *-Forrest Walls’ committee.
ity limits extend to.a -Councilman .- Walls. was

ipo t East of the radio’' ‘unanimously ‘elected -to the

stat t'the present time and =~ vacancy. on- the .Park and

- ‘that. would advise . an._RecreationBoardformerly held
| .engineering .survey on the ce Clayton.

n discussed the

+feasibility of the property-as a’
‘mobile:-home . park.. .He com- .
' hat the percolation, for

_ d next few days.

- Bill “Nuckolls He ‘said that under the present
" developers-of the Logan Martin. - :
Pine’ Subdivision ‘at St.. Clair

Pine “Urban Sanitation on: the :gar-
-Shores came before: the Council -bage deliveries to the land:fill;
‘to ask the: possibility of the  -the . cost.is. running. - ap-
“iCity’x extension. of water:ser- ‘proximately: $300. to $350 -per
“vice into the property.~ "' Ko
" “Mayor Nixon explained 'that"
plans call for extension
far as the'city
Highway ‘231 . Pr
own'to Jack DOXe
y. At the .bu

_ .-The:original estimate of
“.thecost of-taking the garbage to

'kg_xfe’sen: time; - the -water Tines -~

. Big Bull: Restaurant
*” development consisted .of some’

... -The.“mayor and . co_uxi’cil

ks which had_“
+:.§hould. be-

temporary ’ arrangement with

 Jandfill. was :$150 per. week -
¢ increased cost is caused -
marily by:the large loads:of .

Souncil .unanimously’ |

“ “Continued From Page 1 -
way 78 East. He said that he
went to the business last

‘Saturday night after. 12:00 p.m.

and found the doors open and
the parking lots full of cars. He

-said he returned to the Police -
Station . and . discussed the
. situation with Officer Bob

Rowe. He told the Council that
he was treated very rudely by

“Officer Rowe and was. finally
.asked, ‘‘What business is it of

yours?” Watson said that he
was

police. station as: well as.the
situation existing at ‘the
restaurant. : S
City attorney Edwin Holladay
informed the Council that Title
29 of the Code of Alabama
prohibits - the sale, giving
“away .or drinking of -alcoholic

peverages in:- a lunch room,
restaurant, cafe or public place’
after.12:00 on Saturday night .

and that violators are guilty of

* a' misdemeanor with fines from
$10.00 to $100.00mr not more )

than three months-jail sentence.
. After discussion, the ‘Council
unanimously requested Police
Chief Bowlin to strictly enforce

" 'the‘law as quoted by the at-

_clean up -pr
‘across from Avondale Mills ¢

concerned - with. the .
treatment he received in ‘the -

cleaning up  the: '»'éi:ty and i

beautification:-plan., He note

‘particularly. the deplorabl
_condition’. of street . corners

street and avenue signs,.and ol
buildings -and -vacart - propel
ties. . - - e

A motion was carrie
unanimously that: the Cil
request Embry-Oil Company !
property locate

Highway 78-East. = . .
. Councilman - Walls_ discuss:

“the need for a.city manager a

the Council -voiced the
agreement that some ~a
ministrative assistance w
badly needed- to impleme
funding .of programs, -fedes
‘grants, and other duties. May
‘Nixon said that a survey
-presently being made by |
Regional Planning Commiss!
and this feature was involved

" the survey. He said that so

action could probably be-tal
by the first of the year. '

Councilman. Wats
suggested to the .Council:that
advisory ‘board  of interes
and capable people in"Pell €
miight be used.on -a--volunt
basis. to meet some of ‘th
needs: He* commented..t
there were many citizens inl



s ‘Big - Bull: Restaurant

& Couritry Food Mart. .

uckolls - said- ‘that the

nent-consisted .of some

ut all of them would not
this year.. ° ‘

mayor ‘and . council

d’ the" availability . of
the-area‘and the:Mayor
... Nuckolls: that -the

would discuss; the
i’and ~“1ét ~him " know
ng-in‘a couple-of weeks.

itter “was , referred to

‘Walls’ comimittee, : -
iilman . Walls = was
sly selected :to ‘the
yoon - the.\Park and
i oard formerly held
Clayton..
-discussed the
_qsal’ .problems.

; under the present
ary.‘arrangement. with

Sanitation -on’: the ‘gar-

liveries to,the land:fill,
st/ is7 - running - ap-
ately: $300 to $350 -per
The:‘original estimate. of
:of taking the garbage to
dfill- was ‘

der. the State .

~.,,$_150, p_e'r_::week -

time, -the water Tines -
nded: about .half - way

" Continued From Page 1

way 78 East. He said that he
went to the business last
‘Saturday night after 12:00 p.m.

and found the doors open and -

the parking lots full of cars. He

~ said he returned-to the Police
~ Station . and . discussed the -
_situation with Officer Bob

Rowe. He told the Council that

_ he was treated very rudely by
Officer Rowe and was finally
-asked, ‘‘What business is it of

yours?” Watson said that he
was’
treatment he received in’ the
police. station as well as:the
situation existing at ‘the
restaurant. ) RN
_City attorney Edwin Holladay
informed the Council that Title
‘29 of the Code of - Alabama

prohibits - the sale, .giving

"away or - drinking of alcoholic
beverages. in- a lunch .room,
restaurant, cafe or public place’
after .12:00 on Saturday night .

and that violators are guilty of

" a misdemeanor with fines from
$10.00 to $100.00mr not. more !
* than three months jail sentence.

_clean up
across from

concerned - with+ the .

et

 cleaning up . the city ;and 7

beautification -plan. He noted .

condition’. of street . corners,
street and avenue signs, and old-
buildings. and vacant - proper-
ties. . - T
_was carried
y. that’ the City:
request Embry Oil Company. to

s
A -motion
unanimousl

Highway 78-East..

 Councilman Walls discussed
“the need-for a-city manager and

the Council: ‘voiced their
agreement that 'some ad- -

minisirative assistance was:-

badly nggde’d’ to- implement
funding .of programs, federal

“grants, and other duties. Mayor

Nixon ‘said that a survey -is’

-presently being made by the

Regional Planning Commission.

action could probably be-taken
by the first of the year.’ Co

Councilman  Watson
suggested to the Council-that an
advisory: -board of "interested

“ Lockridge also stated ‘that he
" wished to join with. Mr. Turner

“in.an all our campaign to clean

~ -up-and beautify the city. He

reported to the Council on the
.. condition of his equipment in
"the Streets Department. He was
commended by the Council on
‘the work accomplishied since he
-particularly- the deplprablé“‘,‘«ﬁtmk‘Ofﬁce shortly less than a

‘month ago. : L
-Mr. Lockridge said’ that he
felt the city should be run as a

“business and that he was at-

‘tempting to put his department
in’ that kind of order. The

}C%uncil approved Mr. Lock-
: - ridge’s; 5t to take bi

operty located - ge's request to take bids on a
Avondale, Mills .on*

new bush hog and tractor for
grass. cutting and asked him to
-get the necessary specifications
ready. o

- City Clerk Bettie Scott told
the ‘Council that an’ error had
been made in the computation
of a recent increasein the pay of

“the firemen. and the Council

approved the correction

. bringing the salary from $385

“per month-to $395.. _
- Miss Scott also. presented the .

1 . on.. . Council a proposed budget for
~ and this feature was involved in' - -
the survey. He said that some ..

the '1972-73: fiscal year and the
Council took the proposal under

" consideration for action at the |
~next meeting.

- The meeting ended with a

question from city attorney

" Edwin Holladay, “What is the

and capable people in-Pell City .
might be used on avolunteer
basis. to_meet some of these. ~‘The Council unanimously -
needs. ‘He commented -that ~‘3greed that the number one
there were many citizens inPell' . peed is ‘money. Adequate
it ke had exoerience ‘i . cowerage facilities (which, of

greatest need right now in Pell

" After discussion, the Council

unanimously requested. Police

. Chief Bowlin to strictly enforce
y \ ‘the law as quoted by the at-
{ tornev and to so inform the




a formmg them

~* “Mayor ‘Nixon told” ‘the Council “
that Donald Rlchey began work

' on- Monday covermg ‘the old.
‘garbage dump’ fo‘:omphance
.- with the new laws: -

i v__stoppmg re 'dents “from’ usmg
“the dump and ‘from “dumping
garbage ‘ other ‘inauthorized
places. M yor “Nixon said- that

resndents should g6by the office
. ¢f “Urban Sanitation and’ get a

" work order ~allowing them’ to

‘take’ the garbage to the landfill.
il pproved the

Browme

_-'D ummonds:

~ Councilman’ Harvey "' Watson
reported.to ‘the_ Council" that’he
had had numerous complamts

;'busmesses collapse pasteboard
;s fore pUthing Tout

i and passedia resolution
. the. Act returning
Sheritf Roe’s salary. to '$13,600.

.long

busmess estabhshments at-
fected.

. Paul Turner, Chau'man of the"-
. Finance Con mlttee for.the city,
desire to- see a-

expressed hi
range . program

oAby

vemans A

development ¢ and plannmg wli
probably would be w‘lllmg
donate ‘their time for such a

“advisory. board.

-Councilman

Ch_a_rl,l




p. Lotters: were to" be

: hei busmesses n-

Tayor N
Monday covenng ‘the -old
-1in comphance

P

’ nforcmg
.ppmg esidents from  using
:ndvfrom ‘dumping

|ces Mayor

ndents should, go by the offlce .

Urban Samtatmn and get a’

ke the,garbag ‘to the landfill. -
C

Councxlman ‘Harvey 'Watson

»ported to the, Councnl that he

"I Finance Commxttee for the cif
desire" to see a

t Donald’ Rxchey began work:-- + long

laws E

il a'pproved the. -

d- had numerous-complamts

(VP TCT T YT OIORb

fected. s
. Paul Turner, Cha'

expressed hi
range program for

|, GEVEIURBLSUL giu, passeon .
~ probably would be wxlhng j&

CLRGAIAR Sy

.money was available) was

“considered the: city’s greatest.”
need; accordmg to the members
of the councﬂ ‘

donate their time for such
advisory. board.

Councilman_ Cth'rvliief,




. ws-A‘gx feels :
_dmg fa"ch_amo vents and we would‘_

act on. mcreasmg rates

untu two months blllm

the actlon was ; ‘
1y en

a bxg Jump,
. ed and smce
iti

 little choicerIf it had n
had somethi

se
like them any m r'é
. the'record

and one that w111 not only beneht _ € - the 1
ncil, city staff, but more importantly, ”"I]\% }?f a city %dmxms
'y' commumty An ex mple f this: .( 1 eMoser edit




‘Billy Church
appointed
to city :p‘O_st |

JPell City ~ attorney Billy L.
Church Monday night was
appointed by " the " Pell. City
- Council to fill the city attorney’s
slot' vacated recently by H.-
Edwin Holladay. .

Holladay, who was sworn in
Friday. as' the ‘30th - Judicial
Circuit Court Judge for St. Clair
and Blount Counties, was ap-
pointed by - Gov. George C.
Wallace to that post last week,

-Mayor - A.E. “Dill” Nixon

,appomted ‘councilmen: Paul - A

Turner and’ Dr. ‘Bam:, Cox to
come up ‘with a fitting” actxvxty,
to ‘honor. Holladay for his ser-
vice to the city. .

Also, the -council. agreed io
‘purchase ten acres'of land from
Charnel :Hannah to be used as.
the - sité for- ‘the new sewer
disposal plant.

Nixon reported that Hannah’ ‘
property was- the site: selected
"by ‘Bill ‘Manascoof ‘the Water ,
Improvemerit Commission.

Manasco. ‘said: that Hannah
“would only sell ten acres of the
‘land. -and -snogected - fhat the



city purchiase’as much of it as . .
possible. Cost of the land willbe -

- $500: per acre, ;
. Ed. Ash approached ‘the
'\:counex] and asserted that the,

ee Appomted Page 7A)

Board has an:
prospect mterested in land West
of the pipe shop.:

Ash said. the mdustry ‘needs
suificient water for a sprmkler

.-;’_~system since ‘they make'

_“-corrugated boxes.. -

< City: Engineer Charles Tucker

- said that an eight-inch"PVC line
. ¢an be-tused and he ‘estimated
“the: cost: of ‘extending ‘the lirie
;from the’ water tank at $13 000
" or$14;000 as the line would have
to be‘bored under the highway

and raxlroad and then encased..

Tucker added-the cost would
be lower if the city did the work
mstead -of contractmg the

;-pro;ect ‘However, the- council -,

. felt . that-a . contractor ‘would

~have -fo' be used- for for the.

o bormg urider the- hlghway and
railroad... .

- ‘Ash asked the councrl if the;
~.-¢ity would-help’ pay for the cost, - -
.f“and how: ‘miuch. the :city would:
---pay: Nixon: turned the request ™ :
:over to the Utility Department .
. 1t would be fea51ble and‘ oAl .

' _ ' “licenise for-Mrs. Thlia Darby of

dustnal Development Board,” G
an industrial: Development
-industrial >

acceptable.

ty “furnishing- ‘material—not
"Drawings on the
plumbing will: be compared for

“the -

Bids were taken for plumbmg
at'the shop. They. included Joe
Gardner, $3,698; Tucker

-Plumbing - Co., $3,660 and
Graham Plumbing Co., bid with
‘city furnishing materlal—not

acceptable.-.Drawings . on the
plumbing: wxll be compared

Afor the bid-i is_awarded.

In -addition,. bids were.
solicited for:electrical work for
the shop. They included: Rich
Electrical Service, $2,593.41 and
Royce Carroll; $2;350. The bid -
from - Carroll: will ‘be -asked to
include a welding’plug.

‘Bids for & police car were let.
They included-bids-from Ben

:Coker - Ford, - Péll: City Dodge
“and Sutherhn Dodge The bids .
“were turned over to the police.
‘committee- w1th the power to_

act.

. The council: approved a taxr

icense apphcatmn for Mllton :
Shepard. . -
An apphcatlo .for a hquorv

the Sugar Shaek was okayed by

he councxl ap-
n that: would :




h --”‘j}.feels

B another -effort .
e development msunng that the city

: as'possxble, he explamed

happened. :before he' -took " “office,

. move, &

f - expense; to e city, and we couldn’t
' . .some departments to:. buy their
;supphes in quantity and thus save.

- always putin‘a new gaslineto serve

. Now with Alabama Gas: handlmg it,
people can: usually get gas when they
ask for it *he explamed

m e cxty lumts:-w
cxty water,"” he sald ‘

““The . coming. 5800 00
. extensmn project down H'

e : ‘ﬁg.'.;‘ :

Cleamng up the downtown area ls,'.
in" that: -retail.

takes care what it already ‘has and. .
utilize the-downtown : area as. much

Mayor Flelds s _part 'ularly[ i
. procedures;?’’

" Last year; the town’ sold off 1ts gas
system to"Alabama'Gas and while it -

Fields, knows. that it was''a ‘good
a tr

. new.customers when- they wantedit. ' -

’ 5accountab1h

“huy: tires; we will know exactly what

“vehicle” they went on. It’s a’ 1ot of !

“work'to. unplement a control system

: ,\hke that -but’ once it is.in’ place, it’s

. “reasier to; keep track of it as'we go
'along u. ; S

In exanumng ‘the” structure and-
procediires of his city. departments,-

Mayor Fields has been- talking to

~various- city employees and taking
-input fromi: ‘comimittee chairman: as.
- 'to possible new pohcxes “We will be

‘able to streamlme some department -

"“he’ said,
forward to the new computer System

. “While I'm: satlshed at this pomt
with the' way thmgs are done, we will
be able to.use the new computer to
its fullest capacity to help

lookmg .

~which’ .will firther enhince ‘the’
,;\productmty ‘and efﬁcxency of c1ty
“hall operations.

streamhne some areas;” the’ mayor

said: -
"He: hopes ‘to make it possnble for

money. ‘'As it is now, we buy things

~in dabs and that isn’t the best way to
N . doit;” he explained.
His top:: pnorxty is to get water '
. supplied to.everyone in the; cxty who'
it * There are-a lot of people

“A system-of inventory control is

i1l 1mprove our
’ he said."““When we

7as < pleased w1th the “audit :
verall; s ylngtthe city. was'in good ;
al: ‘shape,and “‘if we"can live-

. also’needed, ‘as mentioned in the

. recent audit. He has already ordered .

s 1dent1£1catmn tags for every piece of

;. city owned équipment so- the city can
r . keeptrackof what it owns. .

mput “Our employees knot
t to-expect,” he said, ‘mentionin
‘Hmportant it was' to pralse then
loing a good job.. o

Ne now all havea- common goa
: atcity hall,” lie went -ontosay.
hile in some areas of town, ther
probleéms with drainage, he'sai

vas not yet familiar with all th

slems ‘and ‘he- was- seekin
itioral mformatxon on’” tha

lect

nantininlasle '....._J avima



77707 °7 vas not yet familiar with all th

modal mformatlon on: tha
;ect :

e partlcularly mentxoned
“slem with the: sewerage’ hnes i
n, where video. cameras hawv
_yet pinpointed: water mfxltratlm
its. Efforts will be ‘made t
-rect that problem, since it.couls
health hazard.

“That’s onearea: that we wﬂl hav'
: ‘oncentrate on,’”” he:admitted.
Jhen -asked about the problen

overall saymg the city was’ ‘im good |
-fina cxal shape and f‘if g ‘can: hve

ngmeermg for the w1demng pro;ect -
e;done Flelds said; councﬂ) would like to .do, w.but ‘we
He:is.. to* meet thh hxghway ‘i know we: can’t because we don’t
‘départment officials on: ‘January:17 * 'have .the money for lt " Mayor.
urtherfthe;effort to:get: the four~' .. Fields went on to say.
B He was especxally pleased mth the

3 response ‘of ity employees: to;som ‘h the water purity health r ept orts
T huredan e T of his ideas and.their willingn ;;s ' Said that the water really wasn’
- LpTRtey; danuary 12,1989 - " a problem. He " felt that th
' o o " procedures and’ bottles used i
obtaining water samples were th
+. - problem, and efforts will be made tl
- - improve those procedures...
A - forthcoming asset ' “to. th
- .community will be the new.¢ity parl
* facilities down on the'lake near
civic' center. Bids are’to. be
' --January. 17 for the. constructlo
- comfort stations, ‘ two. pavilions,
- boat launch, piers and bar-be-ques
. he said. The estimated$400,000
, park unprovements are being buil
- with- matching . funds from. RC&Q
_and the project ‘has’ been. in- th
- works for  some tune, wit
o county mvolved at first (althou
- ‘later,: pulled out), - the “may
. " explained. “We’ hope the; park will:
- open by: Imd-summer ”hesaid.
"+ The zoning laws ‘are outdated fo
: j”the town, and one of his pm)ects wil
- “be to oversee the: revision: of zonin
- regulations and’ the completlon of i
i newzoningmap. - - :
oot 4 Pells City excxtes me,”, h'
o sald “the new growth and new. ]ob
- v\yﬂlmeanalot ”. o




nwh i h

would total $1,600 a month,” said Holladay.
spent on Watson himself.

é.wereelected.”” .
tions and statements contmued

n t remember votmg on a. ear for his

notio And Holladay asked Wheeler How
just'said’ the ¢ity could not afford.":
surely you can pay tlus man,”

bout paymg the man more than four’ trmes what he is cur—' g

ot surprised at Wheeler's motmn “since ya’ll askedf ,

to make money We got elected todoa job for the peo—j‘;:i

ie agel ,g;for th_e next

{ that the money the city was saving w1thout a c1ty ad-’li,f
plied was the ¢ campaign promise of both Wheeler and’,’j f

ing about paymg the Mayor. 1 ‘

h cretary ST
ing. Watson S attxtude a<
with this.”
‘a’ Tuesday j mtervxew Wa ts'o
t.o Joe's (Wheeler) motion t
ed - with .a" packe
txes when, we took offic
he' need. to pay. £
: ty:” -
i3 l‘eahty a mayor does not h

- month; but the state‘leglslature re
: and there Were no aventues left  ope

: fI didn’t have the topic on the a
u to the discretion of the, council
not be here during the next four ye

But Watson does support the m
reasen “I have supplemer
Mohies to the tune of- $50
and'I *ah siirvive. ‘Butin order to
; full ume ‘asis neeessary tox




's mhotion: Watson said -' 'or'
Holladay he (Holladay roitld’ hot-
wh all was m f 'vo ' of the motwn

en :Watson suggested the next ;
veek, becancelled

d into xt when a new mayor 1s elected who mrght not contm
“hard work

r sho with: “Is that matter on the agen-: ; ;
L 'we are playing by the" same rules.” The
'uncd meetmg was, :in tact not on the agen-

I K . ».
' ight could understand it. .
> g'e told of the excesswe travehng necessary to k

he ( Watson) has the power that I saw

; 40 : ‘got bxg problem; I attempted to fulfily my
s a eglslator, and I couldn e due to his action.

lay and Kilgroe both said Pell Cxtlans should know Wa
an $400 amonth. He hasa m
asa secretary '
ibi

tson i ls gettmg
umcxpal car he is usmg, he has a radm in xt

uesday mtervxew, Watson sald In reahty, I guess I

e department heads and workmg thh them to opera
Joe_s { Wheeler) motion to’ hire me asay :

» hxmself h
rees. He told £ several trlps Watson. and !

he oo ‘sécure money for projects which would otherw;_

T 111 pro;ect currently underway, and the’ co.

S
mgd-the need to pay a" il tlme for th)erf‘uture»of the i
ity AT ;
xhty a mayor does not ave to wor! :to~ea‘i"d the base pay of $400 a !
ut the state Teglslature reahzed the’ predlcament ifa mayor did work -
: were no avenues left open to pay him.” :
't have the topic on the agenda and I haven
discretion of the councd to act on this as the
e during the niext four 3 years,” added Watson. ;
atson does support the move, and he. explamed that it was not for:a
ason. ‘[ have supplemented my pay of $400 a month here out of
moénies to the tune of $500 to $1,000 each-month. T
survive. ‘But,-inorder o Se a qualified man
txme, asis necessary, tomake sure that PeH Cl
thisarea; a;decent . salary must be paid.” "

and 1 wanted it.on record,” said Wheeler. .

"t pressed the point. It is
ey want, Iwul deﬂmtely

s office and
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In 1937-—-—

'C.ontinued From Page 10

opérated the funeral home as a

. partnership until the death of

Willingham in 1937, when Mrs.

" Abbott sold her half—mterest in

the business to Joe W. Kilgroe.
It was then a partnership of Mr.
Kilgroe and Cornelia Johnson
Willingham until 1941. Joe
Kilgroe’s son, S.E. (Sonny),

_supervises the funeral home

today. Mr. Kilgroe and his wife,
Josephine Bukacke, now own
and operate a very unique
antique business in Pell City.
They are both considered
authorities on antiques, and
their place, which is an
authentic reproduction of an old
Williamsburg shop, has patrons
from, throughout the Umted
States. Y

During World War I, only one
other town in the Umted States
furnished more soldiers . and
subscribed more - for libe‘rty,
bonds - in . proporftion " to"
population, than Pell Clty It
was from St. Clair County that
Captain Gardner Green and
fifty men went with Company C
of Alabama’s famous 167th

. Infantry Regiment as a unit of

the Rainbow Division. Of the 263
men in Company C. only 51
returned. Captain Greene was
one of those who were killed. On
July 4, 1937, at “Good Neighbor
Day,” a granite monument
honoring St. Clair County’s
soldiers who fought in World
War 1 and the Spanish-
American War, was unveiled.

. Miss Mary Ashley Greene, only

child of Gardner Greene,
unveiled the memorial.

It is not possible to write of all
the: memorable people -who
make the Pell City story one of
universal interest. - Some
distinguished, good solid
citizens must of necessity be left
out. The story would indeed be
incomplete, however, without
mention of Colonel Napolean

. Bonaparte Spears, for he was

one of Pell City's most colorful
citizens. He was born in
Tennessee in 1848 and was
educated at Emory and Henry
College, in Emory, Virginia.
When he was twenty-one, he
was admitted to the Tennessee
bar and elected to the
Tennessee legislature. He came
to St. Clair County around 1889
and practiced law here until his

B R R I LA LL I & ISR AU

~ Joe

introduced by Circuit Judge'
-Frank B. Embry.

On April 23, 1956, two
neighboring towns Eden’ and

Oak Ridge, merged with - Pell

City. Eden was an - old
municipality which flourxshed
m the 1880’s when it was the
‘‘railhead” for the track
workers along the Southern
Railroad. Oak Ridge was a new
town, incorporated in 1947
through the efforts’ of E.J.

Doby. This merger brought the

population count to 3,644. A
third area, Avondale Mills
Village, also became part of the
municipality in September ' of

1956. Until that time, the mill’

village had never been within
the city limits of Pell City,

although the mill was. The 1970~

census ‘gave the population” as
5,602,

The httle village of Eden was ‘

once called Manchester. The
name was changed in 1872 when

a post office; was established -
“there. The earliest settler was

Jesse Ginn, a Revolutronary

War veteran. In 1836 he brought -

his family to St. Clair County

and settled on Wolf Creek two.

miles below Eden.- - .On
November 14, 1971, the Broken

Arrow Chapter of DAR marked -
Jesse Ginn’s ‘grave with “a

brohze plaque. Other’ early

families were the Pattersons, -

Sweats, Laneys, Cowans, Cates;
Truitts, Lewises, Robertsons
Stevens and Hmdsmans .

A sectlon of the town of )

Seddon, known as Seddon

Shores, isnowa part of Pell City
also. ThlS includes the old West -

residence, land where the
Fishing Creek Methodist
Church stood, the old cemetery,
and the home of Dr. John
Roberson. Seddon was settled in

1880 when the Georgia Pacific. -
It was

Railroad was built.
incorporated that year with a
population of five hundred. The
people came there to live from
Truss’s Ferry (Ferryville): one
mile away on the Cosa River. it
was a lumber community for
Empire Lumber company. The
town was named for Thomas

Seddon, who “was the first

Secretary of War for the

Confederate States. under
Jefferson Davis. The first
merchant was J.K.P. Lacy. Dr.
Henry Green Crump was the
first- doctor. Other pioneer

cattlava oA A Yalemn AFAddao

. another Fountainrun.
Hardwick served as postmaster :

~Easonville

.;l‘he town of'éropwell now is

. also & part of Pell-City.. Soon '

after the Battle of Horseshoe -
Bend, 4 group of friends’ and
relatrves from the Laurens and

Abbeville districts of South E
'Carolma came seeking ‘a :new
" home in the wilderness. They .

were the John'. Roberson,
Williamson, Truss, Coleman,
and Collins famrhes They

homesteaded near the Coosa"
“River on land where :today

Cropwell and Pine Harbor

stand: Soon other’ families.

- Buchanans,
Joneses Fennels
Kilgroes, Castleberrys
Bowdens, Allens, Brewsters,
Alexanders Walkers Turners,
Lanevs. Rolands Heasletts
Coleys, Mays, Moncnefs and
Murchmsons These people
secured the finest farm and
timber land in the valley for a
dollar an acre and prospered
on it. Jeremiah Collms who,
could -not afford a, wagon and

joined them:
Bryarits,

~had- brought  all' his worldly
: ‘goods on a crude’ “slrde ”’ s00n
- owned hundreds of acres of fine

land, a good home; dnd more

»slaves than the could call by
‘name. Thesé pxoneers cleared

land, - established roads and

‘maxl routes, and built ¢hiirches
They: operated
‘stores, grist mills;: dlStlHeI‘leS
cand” tannerles

and schools

Thexr
entertamment consxsted of fox

“‘hunting and horse racing;

In- 1833 a post officé was
established: about a mile from
Truss’s. Ferry. It was. - first
called Coosa, but 'was: changed
to Diana, and it 1837, to

"Cropwell James Roberson was

the first postmaster. There was
J.O.N.

there.

‘People of the Baptist faith
attended' church at Mt. Pisgah
Baptist Church, which had been
established in 1828 or at Coosa
Valley Baptist. Church which
was founded in 1840. The few
Methodists,  including the

- McRaes and the Laneys, went

to Easonville Methodist Church.
In 1888 the Cropwell Baptist
Church was organized, and
today it is one of St. Clair
County’s most active churches.

The proximity of Cropwell to
- enabled  the
Cropwell families to send their
chlldren to Easonvrlle to school

v
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Captain Gardner Green and
fifty men went with Company C
of Alabama’s famous 167th
Infantry Regiment as a unit of
the Rainbow Division. Of the 263
men in Company C. only 51
returned. Captain Greene was
one of those who were killed. On
July 4, 1937, at “Good Neighbor
Day,” a granite monument
honoring St. Clair County’s
soldiers who fought in World
War I and the Spanish-
American War, was unveiled.
Miss Mary Ashley Greene, only
child of Gardner Greene,
unveiled the memorial.

It is not possible to write of all
the memorable people .who
make the Pell City story one. of
universal interest. -Some
distinguished, good solid
citizens must of necessity be left
out. The story would indeed be
incomplete, however, without
mention of Colonel Napolean
Bonaparte Spears, for he was
one of Pell City’s most colorful
citizens. He was born in
Tennessee in 1848 and was
educated at Emory and Henry
College, in Emory, Virginia.
When he was twenty-one, he
was admitted to the Tennessee
bar and elected to the
Tennessee legislature. He came
to St. Clair County around 1889
and precticed law here until his

deathin 1928. He was a member"
"W.H. and W.N. Roberson, and

of the Alabama legislature,
representing this county from

1898-1901. It was he who, as a:

member of the Constxtutxonal
Convention of 1901, had the

ordinance approved--whlch was‘ ‘

later declared unconstitutional-
for the establishment of a
branch county seat in Pell City:
He'was also at one time mayor
of the town. Colonel Spears was
married to Florence "Eugenia
Mitchell, and they were the
parents of - three -daughters:
Hortense, Eugenid, and Pratt
Spears.

Another unforgettable
pioneer was James L. Garrett.
He .came with his wife, Sally
Hindsman Garrett, to Pell City
in’ 1905. He was a great
politician. He -was a Populist,

and when that party ceased to~

exist, he did not return to the

Democratic Party, but became’

supply was: exhausted the mills

War veteran. In 1836 he brought

his family to St. Clair County -

and settled on Wolf Creek two
miles below FEden.- On
November 14, 1971, the Broken
Arrow Chapter of DAR marked

Jesse Ginn’s grave with "a -

bronze plague. Other early

families were the Pattersons,

Sweats, Laneys, Cowans, Cates
Truitts, Lewises, Robertsons
Stevens and Hmdsmans

A sectlon of the town of .

Seddon, known as Seddon

Shores; is now a part of Pell Cxty, :
also. Thxs includes the old West .

residence, land where the
Fishing Creek Methodist
Church stood, the old cemetery,
and the home of Dr.
Roberson. Seddon was settled in

1880 when the Georgia Pacific -

Railroad was built. It was
incorporated that year with a
population of five hundred. The
people came there to live from
Truss’s Ferry (Ferryville), one

‘mile away on the Cosa River.-it

was a lumber community for
Empire Lumber company. The
town was named for Thomas
Seddon,

Confederate States under
Jefferson -Davis. The first
merchant was J.K.P. Lacy. Dr.
Henry Green Crump was  the
first doctor. Other pioneer
settlers were Jake Maddox,

Harvey Bell. When the hmber

.and”
“enterfdiniment con31sted of fox
hunting and horse racing:

‘to Diana,
‘Cropwell. James Roberson’ was

John

who "was the first
Secretary of War for the

.......

owned hundreds of: acres of fme
land, a good home, and more
sl_a,ves -than the -could call by

name. These pionéers cleared -

land, - established roads and

mail routes, and built ¢churches

and schools. They operated
stores,  grist mills; dlstlllemes
: tannerles Thexr

- In- 1833 "a- post office ‘was
established about a' mile from
Truss’s Ferry. It was first
called"Coosa, but was-changed
and it 1837, to

the first postmaster. There was
another.’ Fountainrun. J.O.N.

‘Hardwick served as postmaster

there.
People of the Baptist faith

. attended: church at Mt. Pisgah

Baptist Church, which had been
established in.1828, or at Coosa

Valley Baptist..Church which

wasfounded in ‘1840. The few
Methodists, including

Church was organized, and
today it is one of St. Clair
County’s most active churches.

The proximity of Cropwell to
Easonville  enabled the
Cropwell families to send -their
children to Easonville to school.
Coosa Valley High Schiool was

- opened in"1880' with-IL.W. Hill' as -
principal. By 1889.Cropwell had
S _own school thh ,excellent
g _actlve_ Anz
(later county‘
-supermtendent of educatlon)\ church c1rcles in. the county

[as

the ‘
- McRaes and the Laneys, wert
‘to Easonville Methodist Church,
In 1888 the Cropwell Baptist .

was prmcxpal there 1t was the

first place “he taught ‘in’ the."

. county. Cropwell was:the first -

. community in the county to.vote
for the three mill tax for the

support of the schools. -

‘The farm land in Cropwell

area was very productive cotton

land. Cotton gins did a thriving

. business. The first ones- were "
owned. by the Colemans, the -

- Laceys, and the Robersons:

In 1840, John W, Jones came
from Petersburg, Virginia, and
built a mercantile business at

Cropwell. Mr. Jones’ daughter,

-Sarah Adeline, was married to
James Roberson
business eventually became
James " Roberson . Sons.
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In: 1833 ‘& post office- was
established" about a mile. from
It was first

to Diana, and “it. 1837, to
-Cropwell. James Roberson was
the first postmaster. There was
another. Fountainrun. J.O.N.

‘Hardwick served as postmaster

there.

People of the Baptist faith
attended church at Mt. Pisgah
Baptist Church, which had been
established in 1828 or at Coosa
Valley Baptlst Church which
was founded in 1840. The few
Methodists, including

to Easonville Methodist Church.
In 1888 the Cropwell Baptist
Church was organized, and
today it "is one of St. Clair
County’s most active churches.

The proximity of Cropwell to
EaSonville  enabled _ the
Cropwell families to send their
children to Easonville to school.
Coosa Valley High School was

opened in"1880 with-I.W. Hill as-

principal. By 1889. Cropwell had

its iown:school, with-excellent .
from’. :the beginiiing.,.-Z
Roy ‘Gibson (later county,-

»supermtendent of educatlon)

e

They operated

the ’
- McRaes and the Laneys, wert

was prmcxpal there 1t was the '

“first place “he taught ‘in’ the . -
county. Cropwell was the first
community in the county to vote
for the three mill tax. for the
support of the schools.™

‘The farm land in Cropwell
area was very productive cotton
land. Cotton gins did a thriving

business. The first .ones were .
owned. by the Colemans, the -
. Laceys, and the Robersons;

In 1840, John W. Jones came
from Petersburg, Virginia, and
built a mercantile business at

Cropwell. Mr. Jones’ daughter, :

Sarah Adeline, was married. to
James Roberson
business eventually became
James - Roberson . Sons.
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Pell Clty Councal and mayor take oalhs

By CAROL PAPPAS
"PELL CITY — With about: 200
onlookers the new Pell City Council
and mayor were sworn in Monday
night .by Presiding Circuit Court
Judge Edwin Holladay.
It was the first time in anyone’s

" memory that a completely new city

council and mayor took the oath.
Just after being sworn into office,
the new governing bogly took thelr

seats and began thexr first off1c1al :
_dutxes

Mayor Harvey Watson named

‘committee heads and members, and
Councilman Joe Wheeler was

elected mayor pro termpore.
Heading the Finance Committee
will be Sonny Kilgroe with Wheeler

and Councilman Roy Holladay as .

members of that committee.
Chairing the Streets and Utilities

Committee will be Wheeler, flanked -
by Holladay and Councxlman James

McGowan.
McGowan - w1ll chaxr the Fxre

Department Commxttee, and
Kilgroe and Councilman Rickey
Staples will serve as commmlttee
mermbers. '

Chairman of the Pouce Depart-
ment Committée will be Staples; .
supported” by Wheeler and
McGowarn. -

Holladay will head the Parks and
Recreation Committee; and Staples
and Kilgroe will serve on that
committee. -

- In other orgammtlonal action, the
Council named Peoples Bank, Union
State Bank and St. Clair Federal
Savings and Loan Association as the‘
city’s depositories. .

The Council also re-hired “all.

dmmxstratwe officers and em:
ployees ... . temporarily pending-
such time as the Council shall makgl

permanent their appointments.”
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A completely new governing body
for Pell City took the oath of office -

Monday night. The oath was ad-

ministered by Presiding Circait:
Court Judge Edwin Holladay. From -

left "are: Roy Holladay, Sonay:
Kilgroe, Rickey Staples, Joe
Wheeler, Mayor Harvey Watson and
James McGowan. Two incumbents
did not run, and the new councilmen.

‘and mayor made a clean swee

offices formerly held by other
cumbents. The Council’s |

. regular meeting will be Monday
p.m. (Carol Pappas photo)



Acity of Pell City dump truck unloads
another of between 20-40 loads of dirt which were
hauled;to a private, vacant lot in Pell City during
the past two'weeks. This photo was taken Friday,

_May 16, between 1:15 and 1:45 p.m. near the

bl car.

Just A‘n'o_th.er»‘ Load

City Councilman Charles Lockr-idge has said he

intends to resign his duties as head of the street .

dept. because of the alleged illegal use of city
equipment. See story for details. (NEWS Photo
by Jenna Whitehead)
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Pell City Councilman Tuesday said he “intended

esign. his duties” as head of the Street Dept.
wise; as he termed it, “I have no control over it
a brief statement to THE NEWS, Councilman
rles Lockridge said he intended to inform-the

«cil of his decision at their next regular session.
pinted out he would not resign from the council,
his duties as head of the street department.

s dctions came following an investigation by
'NEWS into alleged misuse of city equipment to
dirt to a private lot in the city limits.

| May 9, 1975, city employes driving city dump
ks were observed hauling chert or “dirt” to a

mt lot .m... .. m.. near the intersection of 4th.

N. and 21st. St. N. .

rain, on Friday, May 16th, between 1:15 and 1:45
more city trucks were noted dumping dirt on
vacant lot by NEWS staffer Jenna Whitehead.
cording to records at the Probate Judge’s office
ell City, the vacant lot in question, Lot One in
k 112, was transferred.to James Smith of Pell
on October 27, 1972. _ L '
:cording to Lockridge, some ‘30 to 40 loads” of
were dumped on the lot owned by Smith . “None
ie councilmen I had talked to knew anything
tit,” Lockridge stated. “‘But, this is not the first

) compiéint'We‘ have had. And, since I don’t seem to
" have, any -control

-anymore.” - :

- dirt”” . ‘ b . .
Watson said he had Pete Martin, supervisor of city. -

rsnamar s

over it, I.am not going to be
responsible’-for - the actions of the street dept.

‘Councilman Harvey Watson, when asked if the
city “sold” chert, said, “We do not, dell chert or

street dept.; ‘‘tell me there were not going to be any
more loads of chert pushed up. or loaded out to
private individuals . . . and then there were orders
given to do just that.” i ~ .

“This has been a probiciu 10r some time,” Watson
added. “But, when it gets to the point where the city
is hauling dirt to a vacant lot for a private 1n-
dividual, then it has gone too far,” the councilman
said.

Mayor A.E. “Dill” Nixon said Tuesday he was

“aware the chert or dirt was being hauled, but he

was net aware of how much.” He; said he thought
some 20 loads had been hauled to the vacant lot.
“We had some top soil that was ngt good for use on
the roads which we were going to give away,”” Nixon
stated. “Mr. Smith had heard this:would do for fill

“dirt and he asked if the city would load a private

(See Misused PagefG_A)?
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 —Cite Cost Increase—

- Citing an increase of rates -
charged by Southern Natural
Gas, the Pell City Council voted
unaimously Monday night to
bass on that rate hike to city gas
customers. :
Mayor Paul Turner said
Southern Natural Gas had’ in-
creased the cost. of gas to the
city and recommended that it
be passed on to the customers,
The council agreed to use the
suggested rate schedule from
Control, Inc., for the rate in-
crease. The council said they
had no choice in the action and
voted unanimously to raise the
rates, .
The rate hike does not affect
the minimum rate or the rate
for the next 700 cubic feet. The

| Council hikes gas rat

2S

rates for 300 cubic feet’ ‘county on August 2. Les Pair,

(minimumn) and 1,000 cubic feet
are the same but the'rate hike
takes effect on-the next level.
For the-next 1700 cubic feet; the.
rate is raised ‘from $1.85 to
$1.90; the niext 17,000 cubic feet
sees a raise from $1.75 to $1.80;
and the biggest raise takes
place on the next $20,000 cubic

feet. from -$1.46 to $1.70.'Gas .
‘Tates for industries have also
" been raised from $1.40 to $-1>.-70~ :

per 1,000 cubic feet. =~

The council also heard from a
“delegation from the St. Clair
‘County Fire Ant' Committee,
asking that the money pledged
from Pell City several months
ago be paid in order to help
finance the spraying of the

Turner appointed

mayor of

Councilman Paul Turner was
appointed Monday night to fill
the unexpired term of the late
Mayor A.E. “Dill” Nixon by
unanimous vote of the council
members.

Turner, who had served as

Mayor Protempore since his -

election to the eouncil in 1972,
opened the meeting by saying
that it was the duty of ‘the
council to elect a mayor to fill
out the termn. The motion to

- appoint Turner was made by

councilman Dr. Raymond F.
Cox and -seconded by coun-
cilman Forest Walls. The
motion passed unanimously.

The appointment of Turner
leaves a vacancy on the council
that will be filled in the up-
coming city elections.

Nixon, who had served as
mayor since 1972, died of a
heart attack early Friday
morning in St. Clair County
Hospital. Funeral services were
held Saturday. :

In other appointments, the
council voted in favor of a

Pell City;

Cox mayor protem

motion by councilman Charles

Lockridge to appoint Dr. Cox -|

the new Mayor Protempore.
The motion t6 appoint Cox, a
former mayor, to the post was
seconded by Forest Walls,

Also, the council voted to give
councilman Harvey Watson the
power to cosign checks along:
with the mayor.

After being appointed Mayor,
Turner said, “We sl who
served with Dill Nixon know
and appreciate the efforts_he
made in building a progressive
city. He had a lof of drearp;and
a lot of accomplishments. ‘And
some of the plans he had for the

- county - extension agent,” and
- J.B.  Reaves, member of the
1" Fire Ant Committee, explained
 to the'council the listory of the
4 program .and why it has ‘been
y (See °: defaiis

0ay ; ;128 (20 cents per
acre) that iad ben been pledged
- to-the program. .

Ted Campball and Jim Ruple
from the Pell City Chamber of
Commetce were at the meeting
to discuss with the council a
: proposed project to paint seven
fire hydranis red, white and

~ blue for the Bicentennial,

Campbell said the project was a
Joint effort of the Chamber, the
Rotary-Club and the Business
; and Professional Women’s Club
| (BPW). He said some 14 high

| school students haye expressed
| interest in entering a contest,

: cash prize, Campbell said the
Chamber would buy the paint
and nioted that it would involve
seven fire hydrants in the city.
The council agreed to allow the
. civic groups “to pursie the
project. Campbell also asked
_the council about the possibility
of painting a star on the sireet
intersec_tion‘ of Cogswell Avenye
. and 19th Street. The council said.
| they could and to work it out
{ With the police chief cn the best’
| possible time to do it,

i, Campbell told the council of a
‘iplanned fireworks display for
[the July 4 celebration. He said
‘he had already contacted the
' State’ Fire Marshall apd was
-told the rules and regulations
‘concerning such a display.
Campbell noted that the tisplay
‘would Iast 45 minutes and would
be sponsored by the Chamber

city hopefully will be realized.”

Turner told the council was
Nixon actually a full-tim mayor
but that he could not be because
of his job situation. “We’li have
to shoulder the load and work as
a team,” he said’ *A man like
Dill Nixon can’t bé replaced but

‘we can utilize the talents we

have. Pell City has unlimited

potential,” v

The .couneil agrecd

| the with the winner receiving a

#

and the Pell City Jaycees. He
. said . the -cost of the project
~would be close to $1,000 and
+asked the council to pay a share
of'the ceat. The council voted to
Pay cie-third of the cost of the
project.” - .. o

In other action, the council;

—Heard a report from
Charles Myers on the Spanigsh

Garden. subdivision that is

seeking admission into the city
limits. Myers requested that
one section of the original plan
remain outside the limits,
~—Heard from a delegation
complaining about construction
of a shop off Comer Avenue in
Pell City. They complained that

workers left' garbage out cloge

to their home and that “their
working was interfering with
their electricity. The council
agreed to look into the matter.
—Agreed to have the police
chief draw up specifications and
ask for bids on two police cars
-and a pickup truck; . E
—Agreed to-hold the Civie
Center openinig on June 27. (See
details elsewhere; =~
—Approved an off-prémise
beer license for James Howard
of The Country Store; and
—Agreed to begin-locking for
Someone to fill the vacancy on
the Jefferson-Blount-St. Clair
Mental Health Authority,

P



ine councl agreed to use the
suggested rate schedule from
Control, Inc.; for the rate in-
crease. The council said they
had no choice in the action and
voted unanimously to raise the
rates. .
The rate hike does not affect
the minimum rate or the rate
for the next 700 cubic feet. The
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" been raised frox'ﬁ’$1‘.'40,} to $-1.-70'
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ago be paid in order to help
finance the spraying of _the

Turner appointed
Pell City;

mayor of

Councilman Paul Turner was
appointed Monday night to fill
the unexpired term of the late
Mayor A.E. “Dill” Nixon by
unanimous vote of the council
members.

Turner, who had served as

Mayor Protempore since his -

election to the council in 1972,
opened the meeting by saying:
that it was the duty of ‘the
council to elect a mayor to fill
out the term. The motion -to

- appoint Turner was made by

councilman Dr. Raymond F.
Cox and "seconded by coun-

' cilman Forest Walls. The

motion passed unanimously.

The appeintment of Turner
leaves a vacancy on the council
that will be filled in the up-
coming city elections.

Nixon, who had served as
mayor since 1972, died of a
heart attack early Friday
morning in St. Clair County
Hospital. Funeral services were
held Saturday.

In other appointments, the
council voted in favor of a

motion by councilman Charles

Lockridge to appoint Dr. Cox -

the new Mayor Protempore.
The motion 6 appoint Cox, a
former nayor, to the post was
seconded by Forest Walls,

Also, the council veted to give

- councilman Harvey Watson the

bower to cesign
with the mayor.

After being appointed Mayor,
Turner said, “We all who.
‘served with -Dill Nixon know

and appreciate the efforts_he

checks -along:

made in building a progressive”

city. He had a lot of drearisand
a lot of accomplishments: And
some of the plans he had for the

Thie council also heard from a |
delegation from the St. Clair
"County Fire Ant Committee,
asking that the money pledged )
from Pell City several months

; and Professional
| (BPW). He said
+ | school students have expressed
| interest in entering a contest,
| the with the ;

i Chamber would buy
! and noted that it would involve
i seven fire hydrants in the city.
" The council agreed to allow the.

‘Cox mayor protem

1

‘L TR M vl pITUE CU
" to the program;
¢ Ted Campbal sndi Jim Ruple
f from the Pell City Chamber of
- Commerce were at the meeiing
to discuss with the couneil a
- Proposed project to paint seven
fire hydranis red, white ang
blue " for -the Biceritennial.
Campbell said the project was a
joint effort of the Chamber, the
Rotary Club and the Business
Women’s Club
some 14 high

winner receiving 4
cash prize, Campbell said the
the paint

civic groups “to pursue the
project. . Campbell also asked
the council about the possibility
of painting a star on the sireet
intersection of Cogswell Avenue
and 19th Street. The council sajd.
they could and to work it oyt.

possible time to do it.
.+ Campbell told the council of a

‘i planned fireworks display for

the July ¢ celebration. He said

~+he had already contacted the

‘State Fire Marshall and was
‘told the rules and regulations
‘concerning such a display.
{Campbell noted that the display
‘would last 45 minutes and would
be sponsored by the Chamber

city hopefully will be realized.”

Turner told the council was
Nixon actually a full-tim mayor
but that he could not be because
of his job situation. ‘“We'll have
to shoulder the load and work ag
a team,” he said: YA man like
Dill Nixon can't bé replaced but
‘we can utilize the talents we

have. Pell City has unlimited

NN e -
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potential,” s
Thursday; June17, 1974,
- 8 -

with the police chief o the best -

—neara a report from
Charles Myers on the Spanish
Garden  subdivision that is
seeking admission into the city’
limits. Myers requested that
one section of the original plan
remain outside the limits,

~Heard from a delegation
complaining about construction
of a shop off Comer Avenue in
Pell City. They complained that
workers left' garbage out closé
to their home and that ' their
working was interfering with
their electricity. The council
agreed to look into the matter.

—Agreed to have the police
chief draw up specifications and
ask for bids on two ‘police: cars

-and a pickup truck; .

—Agreed to-hold the Civic
Center openirig on June 27, (See
details elsewhere; -

~—Approved ‘an off-prémise
beer license for James Howard
of The Country Store; and

~—Agreed to. beginlooking for
someone to fill the vacancy on
the Jefferson-Blount-St.  Clair
Mental Health Authority,




BY AUGUST LEHE

The Pell City Council Monday
night unanimously confirmed
Paul Turner as interim mayor
and selected Dr. R. F. “Bam”
Cox to succeed Turner as mayor
pro tempore, following a brief
address in which Turner called
upen citizens to help. Pell City
realize the dreams of deceased
Mayor A.E. “Dill” Nixon, who
died last week following a heart
attack. . ’

Turner eulogized Nixon as a
man of vision and dedication,
who worked tirelessly on behalf
of all Pell City citizeéns. ,

“‘Hé . (Nixon) cannot . be

replaced. All we can .do is

re-dedicate our talents to the .

betterment of our community
and pray, with God’s help, that
“we can summmon the strength to

_carry on Dill Nixon’s work,”

Turner told the Council. Mayor

Turner then asked the council to
observe a moment - of silent
prayer before proceeding on to
the official business of the night.
-‘Later in the evening, the
Council voted unanimously, on

a motion by Cox, seconded by -

Councilman Forrest Walls, to
officially dedicate the new Pell
City Civic Center in honor of the
former mayor. The motion
called for the dedication service
to coincide with the official
opening- of the Center on
Sunday, June 27. The council
agreed that a plaque paying
fribute ‘to the late mayor be
erected “in a prominent area”
‘of the Center.

In other business Monday
night, the Council:

—-Voted to raise rates to city
gas customers after protesting
rate increases passed on to the
city by its supplier of natural
gas-the Southern Natural Gas
Company-on May 14. Mayor
Turner said the increase would

Continued On Page 2

Taking;O’ver City Reins

" { OBSERVER Pell City, Ala. June 17, 1976

City officials, still shaken by the suddeén déath of Mayor Dill Nixon, went about the sad-task of -

realignment this week. City Clerk Bettie Scott looks o
official duties as inte ‘im mayor. Dr. Raymond-‘-‘Bam"’_

Councijl.

not affect minimum rates or the :
second 1,000 .cubic . feet of

natural gas.used by the. city’s
customers.- Turnér said- the
Increase, which  ‘would “only

partially -offset ‘Southern Natu-

ral rate hikes, would mainly
affect heavy cominercial users
of city gas who use quaritities in
excess of 20,000 cubic feet,
Voted to pay '$2,128 . (as
previously agreed upon in Oct.
1974) as the city share of the St.
Clair County Fire Ant Seraving

-

--Voted to co-sponsor a special,

" Fourth of July. q'elebra:tibn.'agizsiﬁl

fireworks ‘display set for Sin--
day, July 4;7at 9 pm: in
cooperation with the Pell City
Chamber of Commerce and

‘Jocal Jaycees. ;

-Voted to permit the decora-
tion of seven fireplugs -in the
downtown.area of PellCity: by
local "artstudents." Pell City

Chamber- of Commerce Presi-
Aont Mad Camnhall aaid .

n.as Paul Turner (seated) performs -his. first
Cox (left) was elecied Mayor Pro'Tem ‘by the

-Agreed to..” assmf__'lVI?s_”

Donald “Smith -in" -problems-
allegedly arising:from a dispute
with an’ adjoining comug
property owner.",

--Voted unanimousl

Q .gfant_‘

an off-premises beer; licenie-to- -

James ‘Howard' submifted . on.

located - on ‘Hwy 21

Cropwell. -

omgercial

behalf of “The” Countryifitore” =



HipuL ULRIMIIOUSLY  contirmed
Paul Turner as interim mayor
and selected Dr. R. F. “Bam”
Cox tosucceed Turner as mayor
pro tempore, following a brief
address in which Turner called
upon citizens to help. Pell City
realize the dreams of deceased
Mayor A.E. “Dill” Nixon, who
died last week following a heart
. attack. . :
Turner eulogized Nixon as a
man of vision and dedication,
who worked tirelessly on behalf
of all Pell City citizens. _
‘‘He . (Nixon) cannot . be
replaced. All we can -do is

re-dedicate our talents to the .

betterment of our community
and pray, with God’s help, that
we can summon the strength to

carry on Dill Nixon's work,” -
Turner told the Council. Mayor -

Turner then asked the council to
observe a moment of silent
prayer before proceeding on to
the official business of the night.
~‘Later in the evening, the
Council voted unanimously, on

a motion by Cox, seconded by -

Councilman Forrest Walls, to
officially dedicate the new Pell
City Civic Center in honor of the
former  mayor.
called for the dedication service
to' coincide with the official
opening - of
Sunday, June 27. The council
agreed ‘that a plaque paying
tribute o the late mayor be
-erected “in a prominent area’
‘of the Center.
In other business Monday
night, the Council: o
~Voted to raise rates to city
. gas customers after protesting
rate increases passed on to the
city by its supplier of natural
gas-the Southern Natural Gas
Company-on May 14 Mayor
Turner said the increase would
Continued On Page 2

The motion

the Center on.

Couneil,

second i
natural gas -used by the city’s
customers.” Turnér  said. the

increase, which” would only
partially offset ‘Southern ‘Natu-

ral rate hikes,  would mainly

affect heavy commercial users

of city gas who use quantities in
excess of 20,000 cubic feet. -

Voted to pay '$2,128  (as
previously agreed upon in.Oct,
1974) as the city share of the St.
Clair County Fire Ant S

council were County Ey
Chairman Les Pair and $t. Clair
Fire Ant Committee Chairman
J. B. Reeves, Reeves-and Pair

informed thejgdiincil that Aug. ~
25, 1976, has Be. “formally set-

as the date for the _county
spraying-provided the fire ant
committee could raise the

necessary matching funds. The -

two also called upon the council
to use its influence to ernicourage
large corporate landowners to
Join the program and cuntribute
a “fair share?’ to the effort.
—~Voted to “amend’ 3 pro-
posed resolution of sncorpora-

tion for an area - adjoining

Spanish Gardens' Rd..to . elimi-
nate the property - of any
landowner whe does -not desire
to be brought within the city's

carnorat: limits..

not afféé"(minimum rates or the . -
1,000 .cubic . feet'' of .

Spraying .
Program. Appearing before the-
_énsion

'Takinig{:"»'(;)iver City Reins

City officials, still shaken by the suddén déath of Mayor Dil
realignment this week. City Clerk Bettie Scotf looks on as Paul
official duties as interim mayor. Dr. Raymond. “Bam”

‘local Jaycees.

o

e g

—Voted to co-sponsor a spegidl.,
Fourth of July. gelebraﬁ_ionf“a,'"‘ 1.
fireworks display set for Sun-
day, July 4;"at’ 9 p.m: " in
cooperation with the Pell City
Chamber of Commerce and

-Voted to permit the decora-
tion of seven fireplugs -in ‘the
downtown.area of PellCity" by
local "art™'students. . Pell City
Chamber: of Commerce Presi-
dent Ted Campbell said the
project was being jointly spon-
sored by the Chamber and the
PellCity Business and Profes- -

.sional Women's Club, which had

volunteered ‘to award a $35
savings bond to the best effort’

—-Agreed to send out bids for
the purchase of two new police
patrol cars and for one new
pickup .truck for the street
department. On the recommen-

“dation of Police Chief Ruble

Bowlin, the council agreed that
the city“specify the smaller,
compact-type police cruisers
that have been used successful-

-ly'in other communities. Bowlin
- -said the.smaller vehicles would

not only cost less initially; but

“would - give; improved gas

mileage. -

. --Named Councilman Harvey
 Watson ‘ds . a new city check

co-signer:

Nixon, went about the sad task of -
Turner (seated) performs his first.
Cox (left) was elected Mayor ProTem ‘by the

-Agreed -to .

"Donald ‘Smith -in‘ problems

allegedly arising from a dispute
with-an’ adjoining: commercial -’
property owner. - - (SR . .

. —-Voted unanimous]

James Howardy submitted .on -

behalf of “The Country§tore”
" located”-on" ‘Hwy" 231 24 in.

Cropwell.
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The Fun Hub of North Central Alabama

A Growth Sustained by a
well-rounded development prograin

20
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DR. H. C. CLAYTON DR. R. F, COX JAMES S, SMITH

Councilman Counciliman

@

Countcilman

7

A. E. {Dill) NIXON JOE W, KILGROE
Councilman Councilman

Welcome Legionnaires

PELL CITY
FOOD CENTER

Visit our City

PELL CITY’S OUTSTANDING
FOOD STORE

LEE’S
MOTEL

FEconomical Rates

220 - 24th Street
PELL CITY

Greetings Legionnaires

ftotea
’Ln.h“:.-d—-

> N

nion (& tate @mé

Each depositor nsured WEISH00




FOOD STORE

Greetings Legionnaires

SAINT CLAIR ‘
FEDERAL Founded 1903

Savings and Loan PELL CITY, ALABAMA
Association '

1920 1st AVENUE NO. — PELL CITY
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ON NOVEMBER 8
| FOR

A. E. (DILL) NIXON

CANDIDATE FOR YOUR

TAX ASSESSOR
St. Clair County

(Paid Political Adv. by Friends of A. E. Nixon)




© OBSERVER, Pell Gity, Ala. SEPTEMBER 25,1975
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City Pres

Pell City Mayor A.E. “Dill” Nixon (at right)
and James Tyus, city superintendent of utilities
(left) accept an award presented to the city by
Control Inc. of Oneonta, which recognizes Pell
City for ‘‘continuing efforts in the public interest

ented Award

to operate and maintain a safe natural gas
system. The concern and awareness of public
servants is shown by their actions,’” George
Reid, manager, leakage control .division of
Control Inc., said in making the presentationof a
plaque to the city. ‘ '




- N oy .,
Visitors To Washington
Aubrey Watson (left), mayor of Ragland, and  their stay they visited Con

_ gressman Tom Bevill .
Pell City councilman Paul Turner (right) were”  and are shown with him here on the Capitol
recent visitors to the Nation’s Capitol, During  steps. o :
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Thursday, October 18, 1979 ST. CLAIR NEWS-AEGIS ,

| Proclaims BW Week o
Joyce Rhoton (left), president of the Pell City the national trend in recognizing this week in
chapter, Business and Professional Wonien's saluting working women in the United States for
Club, and Mary Alice Sullivan (right), treasurer, their professional and business achievements
watch as Pell City Mayor High Williamson signs and contributions to our economic, civic and

the proclamation naming Oct. 21-Oct. 27 National cultural purposes.
Business Women'’s Week. Williamson followed ‘ J »

N B




October 2&5 1967

Mya, B
Miami |
Suite
Miami

>

We are atiempting to secure picturss of all of the former
Mayors of the City of Pell Civy. It is our understanding
hat your fsther, Mr. N, W, Spears was Mayor about 1900 and
we would like to have a picture of him. We are attempting
“to zet an § x 10 picture of each Muyor, however, if you do
not nave one this size which you would send us, we would
like to have one that we would have anlarged to that size,
We would appreciate your cooperation.

Tours truly,

Bettie Scott, Clerk
City of Pell City



December 5, 1963

Mrs, Imrys ©, Harris
287 Northeast 96th Street
Miami Shores, Florida

Dear Mrse Harris:

Thank you so very much for the picture oi your father.

It was received several days ago but I have been trying

to secure more information about him. Unfortunately,

the earliest minutes I have been able to locate begin in
1915. So far as we have been able tc ascertain, Mr. N. B,
Spears served as Mayor from 1900 to 1977. Information we
have found states that "Colonel N. ¥. Spears, Mayor of Pell
City, reorganized the council by election of aldermen and
he was followed in 1902 by Mr. We. J. Purdy."

We also have information that Mrs. Spears served as poste
mistress from 1897 to 1905 and that her daughter, Hortense,
served from 1905 to 1913. I believe this was your Mother
and your Sister,

One of our older citizens remembers your Father coming to
Easorwille to make a speech and eating the evening meal at
his homes This was at the home of ¥r, Charlie Gray.

We appreciate your calling our attention to the incorrect
middle initial. The list of Mayors that I had was copied
from a monument which stands in front of the city hall and
which I believe was erected by the V.F.W, The initial is
incorreet on the monument and I am trying to get it correctad,
Since I began trying to get pictures of the former Mayors,

I have had another mistake called tc my attention and we do
appreciate it.

We will continue to work on the historic information about
our city and if we find additional items of interest to you,
wawill send them to you,

Thanks again so very much for the picture of Colonel Spears.

Tours truly,



Q&p venber l[; 1963'«

Mrs. Bmrys C. Harris
287 NHortheast 96th Street
Miami Shores 38, Florida

Dear Frs. Harris,

inuing to accumulaste pictures and data on aarly FPell uxky;
sroject that I just work on as I have time and thers has beos
very litile time this summer. However, I have succeeded in gebting
pletures of all the former mEygras with the exception of Dr. J. O Gray
and I am stdll trying there. Thay have not buﬁﬂ hung yet as we are
Lfgi“” Lo gat the dates sach ws ad end I Jjust don't have it io
saveral of the early cnes, the nsme and the dates they safved
o each plotureg,

In going ¢ cdﬁh some old papers, I found the enclosed articles which
I copied as I thought you might endoy having them,
Mp, Chariie Pratt showed me icture that he had of some Avondale Mills

(Pell City Manufaciuring Cog} ifl@i&ls and the secrelas) was your sister
~ was 1% Hortense? It was a resl good picture of hery, I'm sure, Howaver,
Mro Prati died s coupls of wesks ago. Perhaps you remember hime

I have thoroughly enjoved this project and intend to do nors work zs I
nhave timee I am particwlariy interested in gouing through soms old nowse
papers bhat they have at Ashvills but they remodslsd ths courd houss ovep
there this yesr and while the work was bedng aen@g vhess vapers were
atored in ano*hﬁr bullding and the last time I checked, they hed nob

oeen moved back into the court house,

i

Yours teuly,

- &
Bettie Scotl, Clerk
City of Pell City

4



| ~ James Tyus |
“ o - -(See Story On Page T






professional baseball,

it
Commissioner Bowie

: Kuhn as saying. In
beginning Thursday night in anticipation

0 warn Mayor Turner and Cox to stay out of

the meantime, softbay
of an exciting men’s softball tourney. (Phote by August Lehe)

is,” an unreliable source quoted Baseball
fans are expected to pack the stands

Z

"Another

Mayor Paul Turner and citY councilman Dr,
R.F. Cox play alittle softball during a brief time
~out from governmental duties, The officials were
on hand Monday night to officially kick off the
Men’s Softball League Tournament, which

Strikeout
begins tonight at Avondale Park. The tourna-
ment involves 13 teams and persons interested in

seeing good softball‘acti.on should come out.
(NEWS Photo)



- point:
ngs are done, we will
'the new. computer to- B

ome departments to buy thexr__‘
vg,supph i

s now, we buy thing
*in dabs-andthat isn’t the best way
,'.do e explamed




AL forthcoming
-commumty wxll be 1_:h




i e e o e Sy e

the fact’ that a cnty admlmstrator can sp
me persumg grants than can a part
‘ whxch

. '-f.l

ng. the - prospect’of hlrmg a city ai also faced thh the sairie increasi
lich was. unfortunately discussed in ~ Council did not act or increasing rate
g‘ that a gas hlke was approved ,a big’j ]Ump, until two months bllhng
' -ed and since the. actxon was
ty cmzens réally. enjoy
dif

That would not,be sm_ rt'buisness
_Ratei increases are'al 'ays un i
like them'any i _
the: record_sh )

) and one that ‘wxll ng only benefxtn
neil; city staff, ?'but more 1_mportantly- )
ty commun V. An xample oft

ing of a city administ
_(_Mlke Moser editor)
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"', ¢ Hv l Pellf‘(,lty ofixcxals and:

the. St Clair County ‘Commis:
Sion signed prOJect agree-
wient with’ thé: Soil Conserva:

Clion Service _Tuesday night’

which:will allowthe ‘hiring of
an architectural firm to draw
_up engineering. and design
plans for a pxoposed water-
~based Cily-County park to be
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MQnday‘night; They are; from Jeft:- Councilwoman. etty. Turner,
~District 13 "Coupcilman;Johnnie DeGaris, District: 3 Councilman
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By MARIE WEST CROMER
PELL CITY — Winds of political
change which swept the presidential
candidacy of Jesse Jackson into a
third place slot in the National
Democratic Party and saw the

election of the first woman as a°
running mate to candidate Walter

Mondale roared through Pell City on
July 10,

George Oliver McGowan will be
sworn into office in October as Pell
City’s first black city councilman. It
will culminate his first race for

public office which began in May

with a door-to-door campaign.

McGowan won majority votes in
every beat except one over his in-
cumbent opponent. The final vote
was 963 to 828. - o

“I campaigned on two promises,”
McGowan stated. “I promised to be
fair and I promised to be honest.”

“When I filed my qualifying
papers for the Place 3 spot, I was
asked by many people why I chose

one I had in mind when I decided to
run. I knew I would bé up against a
man I knew, greatly admired and
respected, and frankly, I did not
expect to win;"” he-said.

“I never thought of myself as
running ‘against’ anyone. I was just
running ‘for’ myself, and I never
said anything against any of the
candidates in the race,” he stated.

“As for being the first black
elected to the city council, I'm proud
of course, but I wish some of the
others who had run before had
won,” he said.

“I DECIDED TO run for some
public ‘office. some years ago. I
began my campaign for Place 3 on
the city council in late May. I talked
with people from door-to-door and
before the summer was over I had
doubled back and talked to many of
them the second time,”" he said.

McGowan, a local businessman

roud

that particular spot. It was not the
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(owner of Peltel Commﬁnicatidns),

and his "wife, Elsie, are both
educators. “I was not very visible
during his campaign,” his wife said.
“I do my work at home and try to
stay in the background, but I sup-
port-him all the way: I've already
been told* that I will become a
‘political widow’ come October.”
McGowan is an instructor of
telecommunications at the John
Pope Eden Vocational School in

Ashville. Elsie taught business

education at the St. Clair County
High School in Odenville for 14 years
before moving to Moody Elemen-
tary as assistant principal.
The McGowans are parents of two
children, Kenneth Eugene, 16, and
LaCindra Denae, 6, and are active in
_the First Baptist Church of Crop-
well. McGowan is a former junior
deacon, sings in the choir and is an
usher, while his wife serves as head
of the Youth Department, sings in
the choir and teaches a Sunday
school class.

They are members of the AEA and |

'NEA. McGowan is active in the Pell

City Planning Commission, the
Alabama-Mississippi  Independent
Telephone Association, Project
Pride and Summer Enrlchment
Program, St. Clair County DPS and
Security Board, and serves as an
advisor on the Vocational Industrial
Clubs of America (VICA).

HE RECEIVED A rank two
certificate in vocational education
from Alabama A&M University and
has studied at Tennessee State
Vocational Technical School with
concentration ° in telecom-
munications. Both he and his wife
have been named to “Who’s Who in
America."”’

Elsie McGowan began her formal
education at the age of five. Today
she is enrolled at UAB in pursuit- of
an ‘“AA’ Certificate in Business
Education. She holds a bachelor of
science in business education from
Knoxville College, a masters of
sciénce-in education administration
from UAB, and is five classes short
of a second masters degree in
business education. She is a member
of the Kappa Delta Pi Honor Society
at UAB. o .

Elsie was named ‘‘Favorite
Teacher” at St. Clair County High in
Odenville for four consecutive
years, and has served as yearbook,
newspaper,” and Future Business
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George and Elsie McGowan's
involvement in education, civic,
community and church work have
won them many awards and honors.

Elsie believes that “Acqmrmg a
good education means earning a
good living which leads to living a

good life. T am only happy when I am

involved and busy. When I run out of
something to do, I literally climb the
walls.” :

SHE IS THE daughter of Franklin
and Ronnie Henderson of Riverside.
Her father was recently elected to
Place -5 on. the Riverside City.
Council.

George is the son of Clara and the
late Huston McGowan of Pell City.

He is stiil haunted by the tragic-

accident which claimed the life of
his father several years ago.
“Because of what happened to my

father I tell anyone going into the

woods to cut wood to do two things —
never go -alone and always let

DAILY HOME, Tailadega-Sylacavga-Pelt City, Ala.,
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someone know where you are going.
A chain saw accident resuited in my
father bleeding to death. It was the
next morning before we found him.”

McGowan would like to see more
blacks become involved in the
political process and vote. *“We have
approximately 425 registered black
voters in Pell City,” he said.

He sees two important issues
facing Pell -City in the next four
years — an outstanding school
éystem and more industry for the
area. .

“Industry Tooks at the schools
before deciding whethier to locate,”
he said. “We lost out on securing a

very-large chain restaurant in Pell

City several years ago because we
did not have an adequate sewerage
system. I credit Food World locating
in Pell City due to the system’s
upgrading. The people were very
upset- with the dramatic jump in
their rates. It was too much all at
once. Since it has been lowered some
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George and Elsie McGowan’s
involvement in education, civic,
community and church work have
won them many awards and honors.
- Elsie believes that “Acquiring a
good education means earning a
good living which leads to living a
good life, I am only happy when I am
involved and busy. When I run out of
something to do, I literally climb the
walls.”

SHE IS THE daughter of Franklin
and Ronnie Henderson of Riverside.
Her father was recently elected to

Place“ 5 on. the Riverside City.

Council. '
George is the son of Clara and the
late Huston McGowan of Pell City.

He is still haunted by ‘the tragic -

accident which claimed the life of
his father several years ago.
“Because of what happened to my

father I tell anyone going into the

woods to cut wood todo two things —
never go alone and always‘ let
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someone know where you are going.
A chain saw accident resulted in my
father bleeding to death. It was the
next morning before we found him.”

McGowan would like to see more
blacks become involved in the
political process and vote. “We have
approximately 425 registered black
voters in Pell City,” he said.

He sees two important issues
facing Pell City in the next four
years — an ouistanding school
system and more industry for the
area. ' .

- “Industry looks at the schools
before deciding whether to locate,”
he said. “We lost out on securing a
very large chain restaurant in Pell
City several years ago because we
did not have an adequate sewerage
system. I credit Food World locating
in Pell City due to the system’s
upgrading. The people were very
upset- with the dramatic jump in
their rates. It was too much all at
once. Since it has been lowered some

ftUnc“

and they see the benefits, T think
they have come to accept it better,”
he said. ‘

“Tknow I will not be able to please
everyone, but I promise to do my -
very best for the best interests of
Pell City. We have some good people
here and this is a great town. I can
see how Pell City has gone forward
and I wouldn’t want to see it go back
to the way it was 10 or 15 years ago,”
he said. . '

“When I begin serving on the city
council in October I will deliberate
long and hard before making any
decision. But having once made it;
and I feel it is the right decision for
our town and our people, I will try
never to go back on a decision. I will
work for all our people, black and
white, for I see only people,” he
said. : ;

“I've always been a person who .
believed that if people strive and
work hard for sorhething they will be
successful,” he added. (j)

————



BY MAKLIE WS T CHUVIILE
PELL CITY — Winds of political
:hange which swept the presidential
:andidacy of Jesse- Jackson into a
hird place slot in the National
Jemocratic Party and saw -the
lection of the first woman as a

unning mate to candidate Walter

londale roared through Pell City on
fuly 10.

George Oliver McGowan will be
'wworn into office in October as Pell
sity’s first black city councilman. It
vill culminate his first race for
yublic office which began in May
vith a door-to-door campaign.

McGowan won majority votes in
very beat except one over his in-
‘umbent opponent The final vote
vas 963 to 828.

“I campaigned on two promises,”
vicGowan stated. “‘I promised to be
air and I promised to be honest.”

“When 1 filed my qualifying
yapers for the Place 3 spot, I was
isked by many people why I chose

George O. McGowan,'Pell City’s

irst elected black councilman,
lace..3, prepares to assume his
luties of public office in October,

vith the support of his behind-the-

uiae }JGI tivuial J}IVI/- AV YTQU SIUL v
one I had in mind when I decided to
run. I knew I would be up against a
man I knew, greatly admired and
respected, and frankly, 1 did not
expect to win;"’ he-said.’ )

“l never thought of myself as
running ‘against’ anyone. I was just
running ‘for’ myself, and I never
said anything against any of the

candidates in the race,” he stated.

“As for being the first black
elected to the city council, I’'m proud
of course, but I wish some of the
others who had run before had
won,”’ he said.

“I DECIDED TO run for some
public -office some years ago. I
began my campaign for Place 3 on
the city council in late May. I talked
with people from door-to-door and
before the summer was over I had
doubled back and talked to many of
them the second time,” he said.

McGowan, a local businessman

scene, low profile wife, Elsie. 1
have already been warned that
come October I will become a
pohtlca] widow’,”” she stated.
(Marie Cromer photo)

served  as
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and his wife, Elsie, are both
educators. “I was not very visible
during his campaign,” his wife said.
“I do my work at home and try to
stay in the background, but I sup-
port-him all the way. I’ve already
been told that I will become a
‘political widow’ come October.”

McGowan is an instructor of
telecommunications at the John
Pope Eden Vocational School in
Ashville. Elsie taught business
education at the St. Clair County
High School in Odenville for 14 years
before moving to Moody Elemen-
tary as assistant principal.

The McGowans are parents of two
children, Kenneth Eugene, 16, and
LaCmdra Denae, 6, and are actlve in
the First Baptlst Church of Crop-
well. McGowan is a former junior
deacon, sings in the choir and is an
usher, while his wife serves as head
of the Youth Department, sings in
the choir and teaches a Sunday
school class.

‘They are members of the AEA and

- NEA. McGowan is active in the Pell

City Planning Commission, the
Alabama-Mississippi  Independent
Telephone Association, Project

.Pride and Summer Enrichment

Program, St. Clair.County DPS and
Security Board, and sérves as an
advisor on the Vocational Industrial

" Clubs of America (VICA)

HE RECEIVED A rank two
certificate in vocational education
from Alabama A&M University and
has studied at Tennessee State
Vocational Technical School with
concentration * in  telecom-
munications. Both he and his wife
have been named to ‘“Who’ 's ‘Who in
America.””

Elsie McGowan began her formal
education at the agé of five. Today

- she is enrolled at UAB in pursuit of

an “AA” Certificate in Business
Education. She holds a bachelor of
sciénce in business educatlon from
Knoxvxlle College, a. masters of
science in education administration
from UAB, and is five classes short
of a second masters degree in
business education. She is a member
of the Kappa Delta Pi Honor Society
at UAB. :

Elsie was ndmed “Fav‘orite
Teacher” at St. Clair County High in
Odenville for four consecutive
years, and has served as yearbook,
newspaper,” and Future Business
Leaders sponsor.-She is often called
upon to serve as a judge in beauty
pageants over the state. She has
AEA - delegate
representative for 10 years, NEA
delegate representative for two
years, and was former president of
the St. Clair County Educational
Association, is-a member of the St.
Clair . Bi-racial Committee, Text-
book Committee, and chairperson of
the SCCEA Membershlp Com-
mittee.
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