'}Baptisis Offer Funds

"To Disaster

The Southern Baptist Con-
vention Disaster Fund will
assist tornado victims in Pell
City and Ragiand who were not
covered by insurance, ac-
cording lo an announcement
Tuesday by Rev. Curtis Rush,
pastor of New Hope Baptist
Church in Eden,

Application for the funds may
be made through Rev. Jimmy
Coleman, pastor of Arbor
Befptlst Church in Pell City.

l‘We_ encourage peopie to use
this service. We have millions of
doliars in the bank and that's
whal il is there for,” Rush said.

The funds will be distributed
regardless of race, creed eor
color or religious denomination,
Rush addsd.

Rev. Bush, Dr. George
Bagley and Dr. Eari Potts, both
associated with the Alabama
Baplist office mel Wednesday
with local missions committees,
Rev. Russell Estill of Ashvilie,

i,

Victims

Chairman of the St. Clair
County Missions Committee,
Rgv. Lee Gibbs, Asscciational
Missionary and other pastors to
finalize plans, and survey the
needs in conjunction with the
other agencies providinog aid.

Rush said, “We take up where
other agencies leave off to help
with financial aid.”

\

St. Clair Federal
Seeks to Help
Its Mortgagors

According to Ray Miller, Vice

. President of St. Clair Federal

Savings and Loan Association in
Pell City, figures are not yet
available on how many homes
and businesses financed by that
institution were damaged in last
Friday’'s tornado.

Mr. Miller said Monday that
St. Clair Federal is working on
obtaining lending money for
repairs for its morigagors and
will curtail other lending ac-
fivity to concentrate on
emergency repairs and honsing
people who have been wiped
out.

He commended local in-
sirance companies for their
speedy and competent service
to the tornadoe viclims.

Help Offered
Owners Of

Timber Land

Forest Ranger E. J. Riddle
advised all timber landowners
in St. Clair County who have
timber in or near the path of the
tornado which struck the county
tast Friday, Jan. 10, lo check
their holdings for damage.

Riddle also advised that the
Alabama Forest Commission
will be glad to assist the land-
owters in marketing this
damaged timber.

Early salvage of this timber
could be an important factor in
the control of the Southern Fine
Beetle, -
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availstie lo thern”

Blomeley said a "hallpark
e fer the aamage
sustaned by Alzbama Power
was Uin the neighborhood of one
fo twa mlHon dollars.”

Craws  from Tuscalonsa,
Clanton, Uhildersburg, Bir-
mingharm. Oneanta, Gadsden,
Avniston and Goodwater aided
in the oper;

Local AP Manager George
Williams added “‘we would like
o thank all faw enforcement
personnel and other persons
argund Pell City far their fine
ceoperation. We also deeply
appreciste the patience of our
Fustorners for waiting for ys to
Eet service regiored,”

Tornadoscape

Twisted Uin wrapped around a desolate tree— area, culiing the
‘iis is just one of a thousand such scenes from  piclures of the
‘ornado-stricken Pell City. Friday afternoon, a edition. (News Sl
‘wister struck full-force through the downlown




yscape

area, culting the heart out of the city. More
pictures of lhe damage are inside today's
edilion. (News Staff Photo by Danny Ausbun)

Phqne

(Continued from Page n

cuits into Birmingham into yse
and will eventually mean less
strain on the 216 present Leeds-
to-Birmingham  gireyits,
Currently, those 216 circuits are
flooded with the estimated
100,000 calls daily made from
Leeds to Birmingham,

Moody exchange customers
will have a choice of sither
private or two-party lines. The
equipments now in use in the
new building at Moody will be
able to handle about 2,600
subscribers, Smith said.

Changing all 699 customers in
Moody may take to six months,
Smith said. Work will probably
begin in the large trailer parks
near the 120 Ashville Road
intersection, because of the
large number of customers in
that area, Smith said.
Generally, the telephone
president said, everyone north
of 1-20 will be assigned a 640
number while those south of it
will remain 699 customers.

HEHOULLW € LUt e nsvay yedr
1974, totalled  $270,395,739. of
which $1612.45 went to §t
Clair County. )

Wiley Parkman of the
Montgomery VA office caid the
butk  of the money was
$129,217,971  in disability
compensation and pensiof,
pavments  for  Alabama
velerans, including $1,028 575
for 8i. Clair County veterans.

Other VA expenditures in St.
Clair County for fiscal 1974,
Parkman said, were for GI Bill
and other VA education
proprams, $53018%4, and in-
surance and indeminities,
881,778,

In annoyncing these figures.

Parkman invited St. Clair -

County veterans to contact the
VA office at 474 Court St
Montgomery, Ala.. or their
iocal service officer for ip-
formation on any wnrogram.
including the GI Bill.

The largest expenditure went
to Jefferson County with
$64,338.790, almost three times
as much as the next highest.
Montgomery County. with
824.542,904. The lowest amount
for fiscal 1974 was received by
Greene County with $340,272.

Making up the $270.295,739
total spent by VA in fiscal 1974
was the $129,217 971 for com-
pensation  anpg pension,
$63,052,037 for readjustment
and vocatignal rehahilitation.
$10.273,370 for insurance and
indemnities, $362,726 for direct
loans, $1.828,227 for can.
struction and related rosts and
%65,661.408 for RO and Hespitai
Operating costs.

the way it was” would be.what
he termed “‘free” money,

provided by the federa)
government. Mayor Nixon said
that each person would be given
an outright gift of 35,000 and the
businesses would be given a

errollTaon At 8 mar ;maed e ba s
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‘program for ali tornade

began the weekend f
the tornade, with any
damaged family being
for application,

Local businesses and .
stores, where able, mai
open shops for people
chase groceries, ba
clothing, plastic, nail
terns, fuel, first aid supp
other items necessa
survival,

Brune’s, A&P, I1CA
Center and Pell City (
provided food items for :
Cross and Saivation A
keep sandwiches am
available to both victim;
without means for cooki:
rescue-clean up workers

The Red Cross went in
second phase of ¢
procedure on Monday,
entailed casework for :
suffered damages froy
tornado. The Red Craoss
hours from 9 a.m. to 4.2
for casework, seven ¢
week at the armory.

The Salvation Army &
in Pell City on the night
disaster, and provided
wiches, hot stew, coffec
drinks and baked goos
vietims and workers.

Members of the Sevent
Adventist Church in Pel -
sént in a requisition fi
disaster Winnebago in
tgomery and manned it
daylight hours, staying
past suppertime, proy
soups, sandwiches, frui
and cold drinks and
goods for victims and wo

Out-of-town glass comy
came into Pell City the ni
the storm, ready to ¢
commercial businesses
community buildings with
#lass — for protection fro:
weather and  looters.
Saturday morning, glass
being installed.

The Southern Baptist
vention set up a func¢
disaster victims, which

being handied at the ¢
Bantist Church. Accordir
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Federal Funds Expected-

Still  reeling from the
devastating effects of the first
major disaster ever to hit this
area, and faced with combined
financial losses of over 35
millien in damage to buildings
alone, the tornado-stricken
towns of Pell City and Ragland
are anxiously awaiting word
from Washington this week
after Governor George Wallace
formally filed a request that
President Ford declare St.
Clair County a disaster area.

The disaster area designation
is a necessary step toward
obtaining much-needed federal
funds :and assistance for the
area’s'disaster victims.

Governor Wallace reported]y
filed the request Monday after
official damage assessment
was made by the respective
mayors, along with county and
TEWS  gtate Civil Defense officials,

Congressman Tom Bevil] told
the Observer Tuesday that hig
office had A(:(Zilne‘d the Federal
Digaster ministration in : .
Washingten and that as sopn ag
the necessary information ig Scene Qf DeStruCthn

-apaived, Washingto i i
E :-g:edggskad- gton would e Scenes such as tiis were 2 commeon sight last  The gverturned van pictured here, according to

‘ . Friday afternoon as Pell City citizens crawled witnesses, tumbled several times in the air as
usinesses w i
Lq;:j, 'bl;e for Smanogﬁli;}f” out from under debris left behing by the werst  the tormade ripped away at the w_ails of the
be -e‘_ tration disaster loanss storm in the ¢ity’s history, The structure shown nearby building. The wrought iren beam
Adm ilies whose hornes Werse" above is the Coosa Valley Telephone Company  resting on the van was torn away from the
y,ed would be provided switching station located just off Cogswell Ave, telephone facility.

g tom a;‘)’ housing. Unem- , ]
yment compensation ang ; ] ‘
have gtﬁz financial aids woud be | O1- Clair Federal| Over Roadblocks-

avor Sorrv 1If

nents
fe as

Civil avail
Tim- «z-_-.-lx%;pbserver deadline time Seeks to Help
erver We?i“gﬁf,f-iy morning, the Its Mortgagors

m is Fo S request was  still ; i i

. _\1.5““' LTSN dorged down in red .. ACCOTding to Ray Miller, Vice
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Of Tornado Destruction

The outgoing $t. Clair County extension. It was n
Commission met Tuesddy for

the last time at Ashville in one available,

of the busiest sessions

Pell City and Ragiand..

Wallace Wyatt, coordinator to
the
he was
assured by the Governor that
aid would he forthecoming soon.

Wyatt said that al] requests
for federa} assistance had (g
follow set procedures and that
the Governor informed him that
the state request for federal
relief would be sent g President

Governor Wallace, told

Commission that

Ford without delay.

The  Commission
received twe estimtes
damage done to
Courthouse by last Friday's
storm,

Anestimate submitted by RC
and G Constructors of Bir-
mingham put external and roof
damage at $36,127 excluding
glass replacement costs, while
Roy Williams of Ashville
submitted a $56,280 estimate.
After a brief discussion, the
Commission accepted the RC
and G bid with the stipulation
that Williams be utilized as
liaison between the firm and the
St. Clair Commission,

Fhe Commission then heard a
report submitted on behalf of St
Clair Civil Defense Director R,
L. Timmons by County Clerk £,il
Evans outlining the extent of
tornado-inflicted damage in the
county,

Ms. Evans said preliminary
estimates placed the amount of
total damage at $5 million,
while in depth estimates
completed by the U.S. Dept. of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment tagged the figure closer to
$6 million. Ms. Evans also
reported that present figures
list 400 Pel} City and 90 Ragiand
structures considered des-
troyed or severely damaged.
She said help in the cleanup
operation was coming from as
far away as Cullman and that a
dozen out of town industries
were assisting in the efforts at
Pell City and Ragland.

“All necessary paperwork
has been completed for disaster
ald. We now await word from
Washington,” she sajd.

Also heard was a request by a
repesentative of the Watisville
Water Board asking that
bresent water lines be extended
to serve an additional half-

of its
term and heard several reports
concerning the status of federai
aid for vietims of last Friday's thanking all agenci
tornadoes which devastateq dividuals who assisted in

emergency efforts at Pel} City

mission;
Passed g

and Ragland, on a motion from
Commissioner J.

—Voted, on a
Bell,
preciation for the recent efforts
of Civil Defense Director R. L.
Timmeons.

— Passed, on a
James Ingram, gz resolution
thanking State Rep. Roy
Coshatt for his service to the
county and particularly for his

motion from

motion from

alsgp efforts in bringing about the

of :
the Pell City St. Clair.

institution of the unit system in

— Heard a report from
County Engineer  Blake
Livingston who said satisfac-
tory progress has been made in
the development of the Moody
and Odenville Industrial Park
sites,

— Passed, on a motion from
Commissioner Reuben Tucker,
& resolution commending Blake
Livingston for his service to 8t
Clair.

— Approved, on a moticn by
Walters, an extra 51,000 for the
Sheriff’s Department petly cash
fund to be used for trans-

- portation expénses incurred
during the upcoming  Clinton
Ray Rose Murder Trial

— Voted, after hearing a
report by Sheriff's Beputy
Jdames Murray, to make an
emergency purchase of a new
car for the sheriff's depart-
ment. Two patrol cars were sajd
heavily damaged by the recent
lornado. The motion was ad.
vanced by Walters.

— Agreed to begin study of
the grants-in-aid needs of the
county for fiscal year 1976,

— Officially approved con.
tracts drawn up by the St. Clair
Hospital Board with St Clair
Ambulance Service of Pell City
and Fowler Ambulance Service
of Springville, on a motion from
Walters.

— Voted to pay a $38 medical
bill for two county employees
recently injured in an accident,
on a motion by Bel].

— Voted on a motion from
Walters o pay $359 for ab-
stracis on the county shop and

airport areas prepared by St.
Mnir Ahctomar m s oe T e

oled that no
revenue sharing funds would be of

In other business. the Com-

resolution
es and in-

B. Walters.

to draft a letter of ap-

-~ Approved reimbursement
$8.38 for expenses recently
incurred by Dr, McClendon.

— Voted to pay, on a motion
from Walters, $194.59 to be paid
for glass instailed at the airport,
The monies would be paid from
the airport fund,

— Voted tg bay a $1,044
speciai assessment o the State
Association of Commissioners.

— Agreed to make final
payment for the painting of the
Pell City Courthouse, in the
amount of $1,860, on a motion
from Walters,

-- Valed to pay the consulting
firm of Stearne, Agee and
Leach $3,168 charged for the
sale of general obligation
reappraisal warrants,

— Voted to accept a $17,000
grant for the creation of three
new jobs. Jobs designated were
two for the Highway Depart-
ment and one to be created as a
maintenance post. [t was
noted that job titles coyld be
changed at a later date. The 100
percent grant was said designed
to furnish work primarily for
persons unemployed, un-
deremployed or those who have
exhausted their unemployment
benefits. All applications for the
three jobs must be submijtted to
the Anniston Employment
Office,

— Voted to pay Probate Clerk
Joy Thompson $913.15 for
breparation of the November
voters list which contained
18,263 names.

— Voted to pay the Com-
munity Service councii of
Birmingham $1,677 based on a
SiX cents per capita assessment.

— Voted to pay, on a motion
from Ingram, $475 fop the in-
stallation of a new base under
carpet being laid at the Pell City
Courthouse and also to pur-
chase a vacuum cleaner.

— Expressed application to
County Chief Clerk and
Treasurer Sue Wilson.

— Received a letter
preciation  from County
Extension Chairman L. G, Pair
and the extension office staff
praising the Commission for
repairs made Fecently at the
Pell City Courthoyse

of ap-

— Received an
o b

fnuitatine



Plans were finalized Friday

for the city of Pell City to apply
for some $350,000 in federal aid
to help pay for the extensive
damage done to the city during
the tornado that struck some
two months age.

~ Mayor AE, “Dill"’ Nixon said
the city would ask the govern-
ment to help pay for the clean-
up, repairing of streefs, curbs
and sidewalks and the repairing
of utilities that were damaged
during the storm.

The action by the city comes
ifter President Gerald R. Ford
ieclared St. Clair County a
#ajor Federal Disaster Area
‘wo weeks ago, making Pell

. THEST. CLAIR NEWS—AEGIS

e hacmd
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City eligible for all govern-
mental benefits provided under
the law governing disaster
declarations. :

“Representatives have been

'in Pell City all week checking us

as well as the board of
education and the city of
Ragland,” Nixon stated. The
tearn spent their week collec-
ting figures and gathering all
the data necessary to determine
the city’s financial position
since the tornado.

A representative from the
State Highway Department and
one from the Army Corp of
Engineers out of Mobile have

heen .working with St. Clair

County Civil Defense Director

R.L. Timmons in surveying the
area. They, along with Tim-
mons, have been sirveying the
situation in the entire county as
well as Pell City. ‘

Nixon said the grant was not a
sure thing but the people who
know “seem to think we'll get
it.”

The worst storm in the
county’s history struck an Jan,
10, destroying severail
residences and damaging
heavily the business center. of
Pell City. The residential area
of Coal City was also hit very
hdard and the city of Ragland
recorded a death to add to the
severe damage in the area.
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BY BOB CORNETT BY AUGUST LEHE Moliced in the wake of lasl special assistance than we have gt]l:
Although cleanup operations Friday's tornado  which seen sofar,” St Clajy Civil ava

. coniinue to dominate the Pefi devastareg large portions of the Defenge Director R, L T'm A

James Perry sat smiling  City and Ragland digaster two 5t. Clajr communities. mens. toid the ‘Ob'v - We.
outside his service station on scenes, anciuersideof the ratier  “We  know that there™ are Tueschy "“The problge ! i‘r-f%}
.High_wa}' 231 Saturday morning, effor! has gone largaly Jame, Eny mﬂre‘lpmp}e- who sied 1‘indiug' "tijff:-b;," 'Fin]inol'|f}n~:ls : ,1
unable to pump gas or do much T i ) i ' ciediad thils thg ger ey i.-f i::
of anything else because there E local citizens who taok falnilies ‘?‘b
was no power (iike other ser- into their homes may be partly Pelj
vice stations and virtually si responzible for the sipw turnous  eugti
businesses and homes as well in of peeple now eligible for such thro
the Pell City area). items as  {opd stamps apd adja
His station had sustained material assigtance. dam
damage, mostly from flying St. Clair Director of Pensions  estirr
debris, in the fornado the af. and  Security Mrs. Betty and:
lernoon before. You didn’t have Jackson, whose staff  joined an e
to guess that James felt he wag those  of  other relief dama
a lucky man. You were at- Organizations at pep City  Rip
tracted to his station by the Emergency disaster and vy
message on the portable sign headquarters ar the Nationa] destr
out front. Much of the glass was Guard Armory Friday night, Avonc
broken on the sign but James said her staff was wei] aware of about
had found room in one corner to the problem, Coal €
spell out his message ‘in neal “We know we haven chang
rows of letters: *'It Is Great To scratched the surface of this later ;
Be Alive.” thing. We know we will have to  where
It was a message that help many more people before  struchy
thousands of people in Pell City this is over, but so far only a few destrg
and Ragland could identify have used our services,” she estima
with—one that each ant said discussing the referral  finanei,
everyone had surely fell in his Serviee offered by her staff. Mayc
gut when the numbness from One  of the principal that tat
the area’s first major disaster G i organizations which members City co
had begun its gradual wearing. FERRY'SSTANDARD HAD A MESSAGE of Mrs. Jackson's safl have million
Continued On Page g --Bee Bob Corpetprg Column Oge 832 mi

Alabama’s anly tornads-
related death occurred Friday
night at Ragland when J. 1.
Phillips, operator of a service
station and grocery located
along Macedonia Road, was
found buried beneath the ruins
H the cinder-block structure,
according te authorities.

The news that Pell City had
seen devastated by a killer
©ornade had barely spread
“riday afternoon when word
‘ame that Ragland had been
rippled by the same twister,

Although eyewitness accounts
‘aried regarding the ap-
‘earance of the storm, virtually
Il described the storm in
wesome tones.

“I didn’t see it coming and T

idn haae 3+ Yiles il

still and then a moment iater
the whirling started again and
moved off towards Macedonja
Road. { may be wrong, maybe
it naver tsuched ground like

they say—all T know is some
kind of funner passed right
smack  over the schoo]
building,” Beckeat| toid the
Observer the day after the
storm.

Whatever its exact natyre,
the twister managed to inflict 12
casualties, one fatality, apg
destroy or heavily damage 103
(the count as of Wednesday)
structures valued at more thap
one and a haif million dollars,
according lo Ragland Mayor
Aubrey Watson who was on the
scene directing relief efforig

Continued On Page g

Ci

for miles through the town with
unusually heavy damage
Sustained at Ragland High
School and ip pockets along
either side of Macedonia Road

St. Clair Superintendent of
Education George Eden
estimated the damage o the
high school to pe in excess of
$250,000.

A spokesinan for repair crews
on the scene at the damaged
school Monday estimated 60
days for completion of repairs,

“1 Personally don't think it
will be opep anytime this year,
but T may be wrong,” Mavor
Watson said.

pespite Ragland's 1gsses
being put at one-third those

cunctninnad

Ove Yy

w

Friday night was attributed to
the close-knit nature of the
community, authorities said,

“Friends, neighbors and
relatives just pitched in and
opened their homes,” Watson
said. Three families were
placed in units at the Ragland
Housing Project.

“And that's one reason we're
not even sure what oyr needs
are here,”' Watson coptinued,

“Sooner or later these, folks
are going to need a place 10 stay
and we need to know how
many," he said.

“Just guessing, T would say
thal about ten or 11 families
need immediate housing and
anotherien ta 12 nand ans” tina



Continued From Pa ge 1

referred the needy k‘) is the
American Red Cross.
Birmingham Area Director
Mrs. Vee Shockley said Monday
that the Red Cross is making
effort to attend to such basic
needs of the homeless as hot

. meals, box groceries and such’

: requests as those for help in
saving furniture and
possessions of families whose
hemes were destroyed or

" heavily damaged.,
© ‘‘We know there are a lot
more poeeple we need Lo hear
from and we just hope they take
advantage of our services and
man power while it is on hand,”
| Mrs. Shockley said,

She aiso declined to predict
exactly when the Pell City Red
‘Cross Unit would cease
operations.

“In the first few days of the
disaster, Mrs. Shockley noted
-a heavy dernand for roll plastic
used by victims to protect what
little might be left of their
possessions exposed to the
elements.

Food stamps were also
-among the first items available
ito the stricken and local! Food
Stamp Supervisor Mrs. Kay
Waid again noted a relatively
{ low number of applicants. As of
I'Tuesday evening, she said only
;73  application had been
:received by workers. on the
:scene  at  the  Disaster
iHeadquarters. Part of the Food
iStamp staff worked throughout
the weekend in the unlighted
land unheated basement of the
Pell City Courthouse to make
both regular and emergency
issues of the .stamps.

“Some people who are
eligible for the stamps probably
don't even realize it as yet,”
Mrs. Waid said, “Even if they
have never been eligible for the
Stamps before, if their losses
‘exceed their resources they
may be eligible for free
stamps.”

Other items - which victims
may he wunaware of include
lemporary storage of personal
Property.

St. Clair County Red Cross
Public Relations Director W. D,
Jackson of Pell City advised

RIS

Timmons, Mrs. Shockiey or

Human Needs First

Mrs. Jackson to find out about
the service.

MFolks just won't ask for what
they don't think they can get
and especially if they are
presently being sheltered by
friends. They still need to know
that the help is here and they
have every right to anything
within reason that we have. If a
family calls on us and asks for
plastic to cover their roof or
truck to come pick up {urniture,
some one wil} see to it that it is
taken care of as quickly as
possibie,”” Jackson said.

Jackson said most of the
credit for the exceptionally
smooth manner in which relief
operations have proceeded had

- to go to those agencies and

individuals who came from as
far away as Madison County to
lend a hand. '

Jackson’s list included rescue

squads from Harpersville, Clay
County, Talladega, Anniston,
Oxford, Etowah County, Shelby
County, Rainsville, North
Jefferson County, Madison
County and Cullman County,
along with St. Clair units Fire
departments which arrived on
the scene Friday night and
stood by to fight tornado reiated
fires and guard against gas line
explosions included Montevalio,
and Oxford. '
In addition, the assistance of
the Tri-County CB Radio Club
was credited with strengthening
sorely needed communications
in the first few hours of the

victims to contact him, Mr. '

disaster. .

Police units which came to
the heip of St. Clair com-
munities included those of
Talladega, Calhoun, Jefferson
and Blount Sheriff's Depart-
ments, and c¢ity units from
Mountain Brook, Homewood,
Vincent, Ohatchee, Southside,
as well as Alabama State

troopers.

“And, of course, we can't say
too much about the help ren-
dered by the Birmingham area
Hed Cross, the Salvation Army
and Pell City's National
Guardsmen who left their
homes around the State to serve
the victims of the storm,”
Jackson added.
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Although authorities agreed Pell City was worst hit by last
Friday’s tornade winds, it was nof the enly 8t. Clair community to
suffer widespread destruction — as is evidenced by this scene at

Ragland Saturday morning. Here a Ragland mother attempts to
salvage family clothes as scenes of destruction lay all about. Fair
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Ragland Tornado

. it defense spokesman said Saturday guarde PR
wirlil the danger of five or explosion had pariv

Path

weaiher conditions on Saturday allowed many Ragland residents to
begin the hard task of rebuilding in the aftermath of Friday’s
tornado which left one dead and 12 injured, three seriously, ac-
cording to Ragland Mayor Aubrey Watson.
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James Perry sat smiling
,utside his service station on
fighway 231 Saturday morning,
mable to pump gas or de much
f anything else because there
vas no power (like other ser-
rice stations and virtually all
yusinesses and homes as well in
he Pell City area).

His station had sustained
jamage, mostly from flying
iebris, in the tornado the af-
-ernoon before. You didn't have
0 guess that James felt he was
1 lucky man. You were at-
‘racled to his station by the
message on the portable sign
wut front. Much of the glass was
broken on the sign but James
had found room in one corner to
spell out his message in neat
rows of letters: ‘It Is Great To
Be Alive.”

It was a message that
thousands of people in Pell City
and Ragland could identify
with--one that each and
esveryone had surely felt in his
gut when the numbness from
the area's first major disaster
had begun its gradual wearing-

Continued On Page 8

Continued From Page 1

off process.

About a hundred yards to the
south of Perry’s station there
were a number of people who
would wholeheartedly echo that
sentiment. People who had
miraculously escaped with their
lives when the buildings where
they worked had exploded or
come tambiing down on top of
them, burving them in debris.

Jerome Goodwin and his son
Ricky and iwo customers whe
had survived the explosion of
Red’s Menswear, virtually
unscathed, ceriainly would
agree.

Or Harvey Watson who, along
with his son Gene, had had to

" tunnel his way oul from under

concrete blocks, boards,,
ceiling beams and other debris
at CISCO Auto Parts.

Or Joyce Stewart who was
trapped in the Farm Bureau
office next door.

Or Vada Vaughan and her
employees at Vada's, down-
‘town, where the roof also
tumbled in.

Or countless others whose
hearts stopped momentarily
as they saw their businesses
and homes ripped from around

© them.

The names mentioned are
only a few who were among the
hardest hit in the business
community, Te list the hun-
dreds of others who had
harrowing experiences and
suffered an estimated total of
$3,300,000 in structure damage
alone, would reyuire space not
available here.

Incredibly, in the face of the
staggering devastation, St.
Clair County Hospital officially
lists omly 27 tornado-injured
persons who were treated at the
hospitai—onty three of those
with iniuries serious enough to

require admission to the
hospital. The rest were treated
and released. No  [fatalifies,
(And only one fatality at
Ragland, which also took a
merciless pounding).

Perry's sign says it for us all.
It's great to be alive.

The sign also says something
about an aimost indefinable
spirit which permeated the area
as soon as people were over the
initial shock of the tragedy. A
cheerfulness, if you will, and an
undaunted determination to
fight back on the part of the
victims. And a compassion for

their fellow man which sent
hundreds of people who were
untouched personally by the
storm racing to the aid of the
victims—armed with chain
saws to help clear the
wreckage, or foed or clothing or
offers of shelter or just plain
muscle to help clean up the
rubble, sort out salvageable
belongings.

Throughout the night Friday
and on through the weekend,
they came from miles around,
anxious to help. Side by side
they sawed up and cleared
away trees felled across streets
and crashed into houses.

Droves of individual volun-
teers joined the seifless
Members of rescue squads,
Nationa] Guardsmen, disaster
units,  fire departments,
amateyr and citizens band
radip operators, law en-
forcement officers, Red Cross
and Salvation Army volunteers,
Civil Defense workers, you
name it. And, many of the local
folks had already rolled up
their sleeves and jumped inte
the task.

James Perry put up & new
sign Monday. It bore another
thoughtful message: “‘Three

Cheers For Our Helping Neigh-
bors. We Thank You.”

Alabama’s famous Coach
Paul “Bear' Bryant, who has
been known to delve into the
psychologies that motivate
people, has an expression he
uses to describe people whose
true grit is being put to the test.
He calls it a “gut check.”

It occurs to me that The Man
Upstairs has given the people of
Pell City and Ragland a pretty
good gut check. And at this
point I would venture that they
are getting pretty good marks.
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Federal Funds Expected-

Still  reeling from the
devastating effects of the first
major disaster ever to hit this
area, and faced with combined
financial losses of over §5
million in damage to buildings
alone, the tornado-stricken
towns of Pell City and Ragland
are anxiously awaiting word
from Washington this week
after Governor George Wallzace
formally filed a request that
President Ford declare St.
Clair County a disaster area.

The disaster area designation
is a ‘necessary step toward
obtaining much-needed federal
funds :and assistance for the
area’'s disaster victims,

Governor Wallace reportedly
filed the request Monday after
offic_i_‘_= damage assessment
was made by the respectjve
mayors, along with county and
state Civil Defense officials.

Congressman Tom Bevill told
the Observer Tuesday that his
office ‘had called the Federa]
Disaster Administration ip
Washington and that as soon ag
the necessary information is

receivé.ds_ Washington would be

ready lo act_.

Loeal, businesses would then
be aligible for Small Business
Admimistration disaster loans,
apd:famh
destroyed would be provided
temporaly housing. Unem-
plo gnt compensation and
otherifinancial aids would be

=
avaifable:

Tirn- ﬂtﬁbbserver deadline time

erver
moois

i

We&é’psday morning, the

FohOT'S request was still

vl s - .
IO bogred down in red

lies whose homes were
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Scene Of Destruction

Scenes such as this were a common sight fast
Friday afternoon as Pefl City citizens erawled
out from under debris left behind by the worst
stormm in the city's history. The structure shown
above is the Coesa Valley Telephone Company
switehing station Iecated just off Cogswell Ave.

The overturned van pictured here, according to
witnesses, tumbled several times in the air as
the tornado ripped away at the walls of the
nearby building. The wrought iren beam
resting on the van was torn away from the
telephone facility.

St. Clair Federall Over Roadblocks- -

Seeks to Help
Its Mortgagors

According to Ray Miller, Vice

layor Sorry If
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Governor Requests Disaster Aid

Continued From Fage }
building damages alone.

Almost miraculously, it
seemed, there was only one
fatality, that occurring when
James Phillips, a 50 year old
father of nine children, was
killed as the tornado leveled a
service station on the
Macedonia Road in Ragland.

St. Clair County FHospital
reported that 27 persons were
treated for tornado-relaled
injuries, 24 of those treated and
discharged and only three
admitied to the hospital with
serious injuries. Twelve in-
juries were reported in
Ragland.

The tornado reared eastward
along Cogswell Avenue after
having first hit residential
areas aleng Dry Creek Road,
southwest of town, where it
destroyed several homes and
damaged many others.
. Employees ducked for cover,

diving under desks, behind
filing cabinets and spread-
eagling on floors as windows
were sucked out of business
buildings and offices and walls
came tumbling down, &il along
the business district.

On West Cogswell Avenue, the
dental office of Dr. Bob
MeClung was desiroved and the
building which houses the
switching equipment of Coosa
Valley Telephone Company was
heavily damaged, exposing ihe
equipment to rain which added
to the delay in restoring
telephone service.

In addition to the businesses,
virtually every residence along
ist, 2nd and 3rd Avenues South
were damaged, along with the
First United Methodist, First
Baptist Church of Christ and
Seventh Day Adventist Church-
es, all the way to Highway 231
where the new Red's Mens-
wear-Farm Bureau-Myers Real
estafe building was destreyed,
plus the adjacent CISCO Auto
Parts store.

National Guardsmen and law
enforcement officers from
surrounding towns, the road-
hiecks diverted all but essential
traffic from the downtown area,
effectively stemming the in-
cipient looting, and reducing
traffic congestion caused by
curious sightseers.

Frmergency headquarters
were sel up at the Pell City
MNational Guard Armory, where
Red Cross and Pensions and
Security personnel, along with
the Mayor, rescue squads, Civil
Defense officials, and other
disaster aid agencies began to
function smoothly and ef-
ficiently.

The immediate needs of
tornado victims were seen to
and food and shelier provided.
The Salvation Army also

brought in mebile food units and
worked throughott thg'veékeérnd

feeding victims and volunteer
workers, along with Red Cross
fosd vans. :

By Saturday morning,
cleanup operations were well
underway and some power had
been Testored. However, many
downiewn businesses and
homes in the heavily damaged
areas did not have power
restored until Monday.

The Red Cross; aided by
National Guardsmen, prepared
and served hot food at the Pelil
City Rec. Center, adjacent to
the armory, and sandwiches
and cold plates were served at
the Armory. The Rev. Jimmy
Coleman also set up-a het food
service at Arbor Baptist Church
aeross town, funded by the
Southern Baptist Conventien
Disaster fund., Food is still
heing served at Arbor Baptist
throughout this week.

Sunday night, an emergency
shelter and food service was set
up al the Pell City High School
gym. But it seemed that most of
fhe homeless victims wara

Meanwhile, Coosa Valley
Telephone company, aided by
leams brought in by its owners,
Continental Telephone, is doing
a remarkable job of gradually
restoring telephone service, in
view of the damage io the
buildings and complications
caused by Sunday’s rainfall.
Emergency pay phone service
was set up Saturday morning,
and service has been restored to
many businesses and
residences as well.

Congressman Tem Bevill
sent this message to St. Clair
Countians: I am deeply
concerned and my heart goes
out to those people who lest
their property and possessions.
I am keeping closely in touch
and am standing ready to do
anything in my power to bring
assistance to the Peil City and
Ragland areas. I join you in
thankfulness that no lives were
tost except the one in Ragland
and 1 extend my sympahty to

that family.”

Civil Defense activities have
been ably handled by St. Clair
CD Director Bob Timmons, who
along with Mayor Nixon,
Councilman Paul Turner, State
CD Director C. J. Sullivan, and
CD official Cecil Hyde, con-
ducted the survey Saturday te
assess the damage and set the
official eslimate on losses in-
curred.

S0, with a lot of help from its
friends, and efficient govern-
menial and disaster agencies,
Pell City is recovering as well
as can be expected from an
unaccustomed tragedy.

And with the expected help
from federal disaster funds, and
from insurance settlements
which have been swift and
generous, according to some
reports, the town will likely one
day be as good ashew agajn.

Meanwhile, a 1ol of people azp!
mighty thankful they're alive,

being provided $BH€

SrRE
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The twister continued on
through the Avondale Mills
area, heavily damaging homes
and churches, destroying
mobile homes at Smith’s
Trailer Park and elsewhgre,
The path of destruction trailed
along Oid Coal City Rqar’i.
leveling Fred Spradlin’s
grocery at the fork of the Coal
City-Center Star roads. hefore
heading for Ragland.

Pell City's Cogswell Avenue
was knee deep in rubble and
dazed merchants had barely
recovered from the initial shock
when some early looting began.
causing Mayor Dill Nixon Io
order the downtown aread tightly
cordoned off with roadblocks.

Manned by State Traoopers,

riends, neighbers  and
residences. Many of the
nomeless were elderly persons
who were.cared for by their
children,

A beleaguered and weary
Mayor Nixon, who observed
wrylv that “Everybody ought to
have the experience of being
Mayer of a town thal had blown
away,” told the FObserver
Tuesday that about 79 percent
of the power and gas Service
had been restored.

i was Tuesday befor® power
was restored to The Peoples
Bank, where damage to_‘:?bl‘“;‘s
and wiring in the bDuilding’s
interior caused an unusual
delay.

R
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Over Roadblocks-

Pell City Mayor Dill Nixon
told the Observer Tuesday he
wishes {0 apologize to ‘'anyone
who might have had their
feelings hurt about the road
bBlocks' in the few ‘days
following last Friday's torrado,
but stressed that he felt the
roadblocks were absolutely
necessary to protect downtown
property from looters.

“1 think that some of the
personnel working at the
roadblocks might have gotten a
littte rougher with peopie than
we would have wanted them
lo,"" Mayor Nixon said.

“However, we felt we had to
keep people out of the downtown
area to protect the property of
some of the merchants who
reported to us thal looting had
started shortly after the tornado
hit.”’

“If anyone had their feelings
hurt, we apologize, but we felt
that the only way to stop the
looting was to keep people out,”
ihe mavor said.

Mixon also said he wishes to
assure all loeal citizens that the
city would get to them as soon
as possible with its cleanup
prograrm.

“1f they will just bear with us,
we will eventually get it all
cleaned up, but it's a big job and

layor Sorry If
Feelings

urt

it takes time.”

The Mayor warned tornadoe
victims whose houses were
damaged to make sure they are
dealing with qualified people
when they hire someone to
repair their roofs and to do
other repair work.

“From reports we've had
there may be some people who
don’t know what they are doing
who are just jumping into this
thing to make a fast buck,”
Nixon warned.

In other announcements, the
Mayor said:

—If the area is declared a
disaster area, as expected, by
the federal government, a
Small Business Administration
office will be set up in Pell City
to make loans to local
businesses damaged in the
tornado.

—If the disaster status is
declared, the Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) will bring in free-
rent trailers as temporary
housing for those whose homes
were destroyed.

—People who want to store
their furniture should contact
County Civil Defense Director
Bob Timmons at the National
Guard Armory. Mr. Simmons

Continued On Page 8
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Continued From Page 1 -

will arrange for a truck to pick
up the furniture and take it to a
new building in the Industrial
Park for storage.

—People who still need
clothing should check with the
Red Cross at the Armory.

—Hot meals are still being
served at Arbor Baptist Church
at 12:00 noon and 5:30 p.m.
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By LARRY CAMP
NEWS Managing Editor
As of NEWS press time
Wednesday, the
stricken areas of Pell City,
Ragland and Coal City had not
been designated ‘‘disaster
areas” by President Gerald R.

Ford, but State officials think

i's only a “matter of time"
before he does.

According to Billy Jee Camp,
press secretary to Governor
George C.-Wallace, a telegram
requesting the' disaster area
title was forwarded with
statistical information on the
area to President Ford about

tornado-

b ALABAMA

a e *

THURSDAY M

,f“""” hghf Of $5 m:lhon

noon Tuesday
The disaster title opens a wxde

range of federal aid programs
‘to victims of. the tornado here

which Red Cross and State Civi}
Defense officials . estimate
caused in excess of 35 damage
to homes and businesses.
~ “The Governor has been in
close contact with the sityation
since the stormhit last Friday,”
Camp told THE NEWS. “He
immediately ordered out
Natinonal Guard troops and
sent Sfate Civil Defense
Director C.J. Sullivan as his
respresentative,” Camp added.
Gov. WaIlace saxd “We. all

regret very much this terrible .....,....__.

disaster which hit St. Clair
County and parti¢uiarly the Pell
City and Ragland area. But, we
are going to do everything we
can fo assist the peoplé there in
making the recovery 1 know

-they will make.”

9 am told by those,who
represented me that the spirit of
the people in Pell City and

Ragland was tremendous and 3

I'm sure that with a cooperative

effort at the local, state and .

federal levels, we- can relieve

much of the suffering and loss,”

Wallace remacked. “We would
(See Dnsaster Page 7A)

Raglond burles its dead;

lists $2 mllllon damages

- By LOUIS MURO
-7 News Editor
RAGLAND--S¢. Clair
County's only fatality after the
Friday afterncon tornadoe was
buried- here Monday as
authorities estim ated the cost

of damages to some 8- 9[) B

homes, two busmesses and High
School at $1,750,000.
Clean-up operations con-

-tinued at Ragload High School

and . throughout the city this
week with volunteer and city
workers hauling away loads of
debrxs from al! parts of

Ragland. Red Cross units, along
with volunteers, w -ere in the
city providing shelter and food
for the homeless. _

While the eclean-up and aid
activity continued in the city,

funeral servites were held

Monday for 4%-year-old Ross
Phillips, Jr., who was killed
when the store in which he was
‘in was struck by the torrado,
causing the building to collapse
on him. The services for
Phillips, a self-employed

pulpwood worker, were held at

Gray’s Chapel Baptist Church
with  interment in the
Macedonia Cemetery. Rev.
Greenwood and Rev. Kirk

D residad . nirar tha

Fo
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| Miracles
often do
happen

By LARRY CAMP

NEWS Managing Editor

Reflecting on - the
events of Friday - past,
one is led to think about
the lyrics to that old song
which go something like
“Miracles Happen I\ow
and Then.”

X

LARRY

Because, if éver thére was a
miracle, the fact thal no pne in
Pell City, and only one person in
Ragland, was knlied is a lrue
miracle.. '

We'Ve heard a lol of
speculation in the aftermath of
the Lwisler which-came calling
al 4:10 p.m.. January 10, as.lo
why the loss of life- was nat
greater.

. “It could have been he time

“of day. It could have been
because a lol of the ycunger
people who live in-mobile homes
both work and had . their
childrén in kindergarten. Il
-could have been because it was
jus! about the lime mosl peapie
“were not in these 250-odd homes
tha! were seriously or iotally
demolished."

All those “‘could have been's”
might very weil be the reasen
only one person was killed in 5L,

Disaster At 4:10 P.M. S oryonepers
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get-into trouble.’t - o

Many times in times past we have all heard the
adage: “You find out who your friends are when you

I light of the recent tornado which struck Pelk
City, devastating nearly 50 per cent of the main
business and residential section of town, the City of
Pell City and its residents really “found out who
their friends were.” _

From virtually every surrounding county — and
many not so close — rescue squads, fire depart-
ments, law enforcement agencies and individuals
responded to our need for help. : :

This help was not solicited, it was given freely
from the goodness of so many hearts. . . and it is
greatly appreciated. S
_ Help, in the form of chain saws, vehicles,
emergency generators, doctors, food, money — you
name it — has flooded into Pell City with the sole
intent of helping a neighbor.

Groups and individuals from Shelby, Jefferson;
Calhoun, Cullman, Madison, Dekalb, Blount, Clay,
Etowah, Talladega and individual municipalities

- were on the scene rendering aid and helping clear

the area'within a matter of minutes and hours.

During the past week while clean up and utility

crews continued their efforts, we have heard so
many people speak of the “‘beauty’’ and goodness of
our “neighbors.” '

Speaking on behalf of the residents of Pell City,
Ragland and surrounding areas, THE NEWS would
like to sincerely thank, from the bottom of all our
hearts, these fine people who s0 unselfishly gave of
their time and energies in our time of need.

As one local business has put it: “Three cheers for
h 1?

our friend.s S0 very m

‘Milk will be furnished.

¢ eremony.
The World War II veteran is
survived by his wife, Nellie, two

_song, Herston and Jerry;.seven .
daughters, Mrs. Herbara

Bowere, Mrs, Janice Pearson,
Linda, Martha Gail, Patty Neil,
Wanda and Becky Phillips; one
trother, Austin; three sisters,
Mrs. Thelma Campbeli, Mrs.
Cassie Campbell and Mrs.
Willie Fchols; and 10.grand-
children.

Ragland Mayor Aubrey
Watson said the $1,750,000
dameSe figure includes damage
to the High school and homes but
not to the industrial property.
National Cement Co. was
damaged but the extent of the

" damages is not ¥nown.

Watson said a- ‘‘constant
strem” of relief has come into
Ragland since the storm, in-
cluding the Red Cross. The

(See Ragland Page 94)

Bul letin

. Ragland High School will be
open Thursday morning at the
‘regular schooltime.  Students
‘will “load under regular bus

‘routes and will be taken to the

school ‘comiplex where there,
they. will receive further in-

' ‘structions. All students will be

reqired to furnish own lunch.

A time and date wi
Pel} City and St. Clair
1975. At that time, O
toipado stryck the ar
business and resident

Sixty
be hc

In the wake of £
which struck Pell C
Coal City area, 1
residences with da
number of families l¢
homeless was censh
60 par cent of the
homes damaged, a
an estimate by I
Jackson, Director
Clair County Dep:
Pensions and Secur

Mrs. Jackson, in £
given on Monday,
this figure included
which were dama
point where eleciric
be turned on or he

Services setup for
of Friday's fori
cgordinated by the
the DPS, and Ci
Director for-St. C
R.L. Timmons, .

Immediate aid
trapped by the sio




me mstory n the lives of
pan., Friday, January 10,
er in the form of a killer
yper cent Gf the Peil City
s, hitting hard in the Coal

Cily area and moving on to kill and devastdte homes and schools
in Ragiand. The map 1ndmate‘s the path oikha fornado. Lhroug\h the

Pel!Clty area —hardest hlfo aiv,Alab
-atand.a litile pi}otngraphx BLiGE T el
slopped.. (NEWS Photo by Larry Ca '-p)

; "1' rm-jamagadiarea.
..xf&ow where the ci?reks:

cent said to

ess in PC

istered by rescue workers,
nlance drivers and St. Clair
nty medical personnel, who'
e assisted by doctors from
ds, Oneonta and back up
lical doctors from the Red
58, :
he National Guard Armory
Pell City became the
winghouse for all services to
1ade- victims, with the Red
s setting up food services,
| preparaticns te shelter
neless victims,
ceording  to Mrs.  Vee
Iker, Disaster Director for
1 City for the American Red
xus, only one family
nained overnight in the
nory. She noted that others

ind’shelter with friends and .

relatives.

The DPS set up operations on
.a 24-hour basis in the armory,
receiving offers of shelter,
clothing, food and financial
assistance for the Pell City
people, and referring tornado
victims to the proper sources fo
have their needs met.

According to Mrs, Jackson,

‘the DPS received 25 offers for
_shelter for tornado victims from

motels, and owners of rental
properties. The list of persons
offering clothing, food and

financial contributions mounted

to over 200.

The Red Cross maintained
mobile units throughout the
night hours to provide food and’

(See Homeless Page 94)

“ommission okays

epair of damages

- BY JENNA WHITEHEAD

: NEWS Staff Writer

‘The last regular session of the
tgoing §t. Clair County
mmission members was. a

feeting dwelling on the tornado .

mages to Pell City and
land, action taken to repair
'i)unty properties damaged by
4e tornado, and resolutions
srnmending the services of
drsons who had assisted the
Atgoing administration during
«eir term in office in pr(mdmg
‘rvices for ths county.
AIn dealing with immediate,
“ergency repair work, the
Ammissioners received
‘Himates and prices for roofing
%e Pell City Courthouse from
'y Friday of RCG Con-
%%dctlon Co. in Birmingham,
. from Roy Williams, private
Mtractor in St. Clair County.
commissionsrs  also
-seivsd a report from Sheriff's
*puty James Murray on the
g }nado damage to two Sheriff's
{ dce vehicles, one a 1972
5 ‘avrolet and the other a 1974
§ hvrolet.

contract with Vulcan Roofing
Co. for repair of the courthouse
roof at a figure of $36,127, the
low bid,

Friday, representative of
. (See Commission Page 9A)

NOTICE
Forest Ranger E.J. Riddle
advises all timber land owners
in §t. Clair County who have
timber in or near the path of the-
tornado which struck the county
last Friday afterncon to check

their holdings for damage. The

Alabama Forest Commission
will assist in the marketing of
darnaged timber and early
salvage of this timber could be
an 1mportant factor in the
control of the Southern Pine
Beetle. -
" SHERIFF’S ARRESTS

The §t. Clair County Sheriff’s
Department reported 1 16 arrests
last ‘week. They included two
carrying a concealed weapon,
one public drankenness, one hon
suppott, one peace warrant, one
contempt of court, one driving
whilé - intoxicated, one false
pre'aense two inticing a child,
two-trespassing after warning,
one igsuing worthless checks,
two nio driver’s license and one

" assault and battery.

- ASHVILLE ARRESTS
The Ashville Police Depart-
ment - reported five arrests last
week, including one public
drunkenness, one drunk and
disorderly, one old tag, one

{See Newsheat Page TA)

Council postpones
Rec. center bids

Tn a. light business session
with the Friday . afternoon

tornade and its aftermath the-

primary topic, the Pell City
Council Monday night an-
nounced that the opening of bids

~ on the proposed Peli City Civic

Center would be delayed until
Tuesday, Jan. 28.

Mayor A.E. “Dill” Nixon said
that in the wake of the recent
tornado and the problems
connected with it, the opening of
bids would be delayed two

weeks. The bid openings were

originally scheduled. for

showing the appreciation of the
city to all those who aided
during the tornado should be
drawn up. He also said that the
mayor and each member of the
_counml should sign it.

“The mayor and council
apreed and said' the proper
resqlution would be drawn up.
- City Attorney Billy Church
addressed the council on the
prb_bable henefits if Pell City
-were declared g disaster area
by_‘thfe federal givernment. He
said: that in the event the
governor  does sign the

believe, however, that it “could
have been by the grace of God”
thal the residents of St. Clair

- Counly were spared.
FR

centof all the Hofies
and businesses in the main
section of Pell Cily are either
laying in ruin or are seriously
damaged . . . not lo mention
those areas of Coal Cuy’ and
Ragland which are- damaged.

People are homeless, many
are heartbroken. But for that
one thing, if nothing else, we all
mus!. be thankful that the tofl on

~ human lives was not greater.

A hard, tough exisience faces
many persons in the Pell City
area these next few months.
Bui, already we can see the
tnner strength coming forih as
people pick up the pieces and
carry on.

Yes. You're perfectly correct,
It is a terrible thing this disaster
thal has befallen our city and
area. _

But, we might poinl out that
the strong have become strong
by facing and overcoming
obstacles which were. placed in
their way.

In short, we have had time i
cry and handage our wounds
Now, lel's get moving toward
rebuilding, planting new frees,
sewing new seeds. And, with
that one little item called

“courage'” and — by the grace
of God — we will have a belter
Pell Cily, a better Coal City and

"a better Ragland, . .. TAKE

Moody has
new phone

exchange

Moody's new telephohe
switching center clicked into

. operation last week and the "640'

telephone prefix came to
Alahama. :

Eventually, everyone north of
1-20 will be changed over to the
640 exchange, easing the
overcrowding of the Leeds
exchange, said Carl Smith,
Leeds Telephone Co. President,

As of Monday, there were
only 10 or 12 subscribers with
640 numbers, Smith said, but
‘now we're cutting some Leeds
subscribers into that (new)
office.’

Also on Monday, underground
cables into Birmingham were
put inte use, Smith said. He
hopes this will avoid rifle shot
damage, which is high in the
Red Diamond area.
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victims and workers.
Members of the Seventh Day
Adventist Church in Pell City
sént in a requisition for the
disaster Winnebago in Mon-
tgomery and manned it during
daylight hours, staying well
past suppertime, providing
soups, sandwiches, fruit, hot
and cold drinks and baked
goods for victims and workers.

Out-of-town plass companies
came into Pell City the night of
the storm, ready to supply
commercial businesses and
community buildings with plate

glass — for protection from the

weather and looters. By
Saturday morning, glass was
being installed. _

The Southern Baptist Con-
vention set up a fund for
disaster victims, which was
being handled at the Arbor
Baptist Church. According to
Rev. Coleman, all persons who
suffered damage may apply for
the money which is being given
by the Southern Baptist
Churches.

Mrs. Jackson stated that
persons who had received
severe damage had indicated
the possible need for future
shelter,sbut requested none had
been thus far.

The services to the homeless,
the non-homeless buf afflicted
citizens and workers began
imrediately, and will continue
as the long haul to
restabilization continves.

" .State to Roe, who will repay the

sum to the county.

— Upon receipt of signed
contracts between St. Clair
County Hospital and St. Clair
Ambulance Service and Fowler
Ambulance Service, the
comnussioners passed a motion
approving the contracts, which
provide for subsidization of the
ambulance services,

— The commissioners passed
a photion to pay the sum of
$3,168 to the firm of Sterne,
Agee and Leach, which acted as
agents for the county in the sale
of warrants for property
reappraisal in 8t. Clair County.

— The commissioners passed
a motion to accept a $17,289
grant from the Comprehensive
Employment Training Act to St.
Clair County. The grant, which
is 100 per cent, will provide for
three additional county em-
ployees. The positions set up
under the grant are tweo
laborers for the highway
department, and one main-
tenance man for ceunty
property.

- The sum of $913.15 {0 Joy
Thompsoen for the preparation
of the Nov. 5 election voting list
was - approved by the com-
missioners.

— For the sum of §1,677.37,
the comumissioners to the
Community Services Council in
Birmingham, St. Clair County
will receive assistance in
lacating and securing monev for

school central office had
advanced information
Friday or any previous wea
alerts this school term. If 'E‘
disaster had oceurred two h

earlier while school was—
session or two hours I M
durning an athletic event,———
results would have b

catastrophie,” Morris ad;

The princ:pa! noted k 1
volunteer help since the torn_
has been ‘“beyond
pectations.” He said, “My hi
felt thanks go out to all of tk
who came to the school to as
in moving books and mate
from the school building.
own personal estimate is | -
throught their efforts, st
$106,000 in mater:als v
saved.”

The biggest material loss 1
in the library, where some 2.
books were destroyed, and"
gymnasium. Ragland had b
tooking toward accrediatal
but the loss of books is a ! é
back.

Principal Grover Wha]eg%
Ohatchee was on the scene .
offer their athletic facilities
Ragland. ‘I‘he !

on the opposition’s hoome fl :
State representative Mari

Quarles, Dr. James

McClendon and Sen. Bo

nffered their assistance.

AL IANA B EN 4 TR s

County's only fatality after the
Friday afterncon tornado was
buried” here WMonday as
authorities estim -ated the cost

LEFETINY

of damages to some 38-9¢

-timed at Raginad ngh School

and_ throughout the city this
week with voluntedt and city
workers hauling away loads of
debris from all ‘parts of

Neighbor

Ly AL eI G BV
for the homeless.

While the clean-up and aid
activity continued in the city,
funeral services were held
Monday for 49-yearld Ross
Phillips, Jr., who was killed
when the store in which he was
in was struck by the tornado,
causing the building to collapse
on him. The services for
Phillips, a self-employed
pulpwood worker, were held at
Gray's Chapel Baptist Church
with interment in the
Macedonia Cemetery. Rev.
Greenwood and Rev. Kirk
0 res’ided . aver tho
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Special to the News-Aegis
Twa  girls driving timidly
dewn the freeway in g shiny new
Fiamy  car Were  obviausiy
heading for Pel; City to see the
deage and pet in evervhorly’s
4y, qut ihey didn't make it A
rdsman. bache up
stale Iroopers turned
koand 1 said “Thank

the damape WaIn';
sl irees pitched
Bula Black or ¢ later,
WIBES hricks, Tnmber

Beonie thar hao been
o 1 DY the monster
lacad. overiurned,
I3 g,
rn ¥, 95 3 warm Saturday
; &5 digging itgalf out
rubble  caused by &
oLy Yornade the day
Vel lome, it seems thut
aimaost trangai]
with still pictires
see I iy mingd.
drugstore, g
YOman sits ane
3 coffes. The
lvation Army
wls har apg
; i strange one.
: ¢ il svmholizes the
o' werk,

§ e street. glass is
=verywhore Al first, it seems
il someone will ept their tireg
ity by i  realize that no
o5e 18 diiving on the street,

i few peeple siil) are o the

el oy Cogewell, just as if

Satyrday afternonn  wag

i the rezt of them But

dwnings  are S3EEING.  signs

askew? and windows  are

Two policemen

Slowh down the street,
billysticks in hand

Beside the latthouse, a church

R S S
LI &
Loty ey

bus s averturned. Thinking
back, this seems to be to be the
most teiling remain of the
wind’s strength—thig vehicle of
several tons roled on its side by
the force of the tornado,

An old man, seeing my
tarmera, stups to give me his
varsion of what happened,
&nswering  my  upasked

questions of how long it jasted, -

where he was in the house and
whal it was like. | politely
tistened, then hurried on to take

another picture. The time for
Hize interviews was lomg past
on - Ssturday afternoon: the
clock demanded everyone get to

@S OMCe a4

cleaning and ciearing the derbis
away. ,

Curiousity-seekers clogged
U.5. 231, making getting from
one side of town to the other
nearly impossible for those who
argently had {o. Their glassy-
eved stares were typical of the
disaster-viewer, and their slow
driving and large numbers,
while  expected, were  stif]
revalting. This writer feels that
these are the pecple who, if
somebody were dying on the
operating table, woyld crowd
around to ses, EBetting in the
doctors' and nurses’ way unti}
the patient suffocates,

CELI

i,

Trees were decorated yith
everything—that is, those treeg
that were remaining. Some had
giant hands of corrugated steej
nNewly-grown. Some hagd boards
from the sides of nearby house

hanging from their branches,

while others had dirt-covered
clothing on  their leaveless
arms, as if out to-dry.

Many trees fell victim to the
tornado, tog. Several  were
uprooted from the Courthouse
grounds. They were pushed
over, snapped off, bent gver and
decapitated in various sections
of town, Usually, the same fate
would befall all of the trees’in an
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bus is overturped. Thinking
Lack, this seems to be to be the
mast telling remain of the
wind's strengiti—this vehicle of
several tons rolled on its side by
the force of the tarnado.

An old man, seeing my
cariera, slups te give me his
varsion of what happened,
answering my  unasked
guestions of how long it lasted,
where he was in the house and
what it was like. 1 politely
liﬂtened, then hurried on fo take

anvther picture, The time for
those interviews was long past
o Saturday  afternoon;  the

clock dernanded everyone get to

" while

cleaning and clearing the derbis
away. .

Curiousity-seekers  clogged
U.S. 231, making getting from
one side of town to the other
rearly impossible for those who
urgently had te. Their glassy-
eyed stares were typical of the
disaster-viewer, and their slow
driving and large numbers,
expected, were still
revolting, This writer feels that
these are the people who, if
somebody were dying on the
operating table, would crowd
around to see, fetting in the
doctors' and nurses' way until
the patient suffocates.

Trees were decorated with
everything—that is, those trees
that were remaining. Some had
giant hands of corrugated steel
newly-grown. Some had boards

from the sides of nearby house

hanging from their branches,
while others had dirt-covered
clothing on their leaveless
arms, as if out to-dry.

Many trees fell victim to the
tornadn, too. Several were
uprooied from the Courthouse
grounds. They were pushed
over, snapped off, bent over and
decapitated in various sections
of town. Usually, the same fate
woltld befail all of the treesin an

N
I

11, oW rubble

area.

House damage ranged
almost neglighle to
gevere, 4nd sometimes
extreme cases could be f
side-by-side. One house h
smatl part of the shingles ¢
reof blown away. Down
street, the whoie roof and 1
of the outside walls were
tims to the winds Frida
ternoon. The tornade showt
fickle side, leaving the Ba
Association office uniou
but pushing a nearby churc
ite foundation.

Chain saws, sounding
huge hordes of honey bees, *
everywhere in the ru
Saturday, one of the
machines in the clearing o
numerocus trees. Their gna’
growls continued into the
night.

Taking to foot, wife at
side, it seems iike a placid =
through a bizarre movie to-
down the former main stre
a small city, dodging only
pieces of glass and low-han
electric wires. It’s like vis
the zoo, always ha
sornething to see, bt inste:
animals, we get to see hu
losses. I've always seen
newsreel-type pictures
tornado damage, and Y've
been to see houses levele
the winds, But I've never
the middle of a city so destr
by one, and the shock still h
worn off.
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Alabama’s only tornado-
related death occurred Friday
night at Ragland when J. L.
Phillips, operator of a service
station and grocery located
along Macedonia Road, was
found buried beneath the ruins
of the cinder-block structure,
according to authorities.

The news that Pell City had
been devastated by a killer
tornade had barely spread
Friday afterncon when word
came that Ragland had been
crippled by the same twister.

Although eyewitness accounts
varied regarding the ap-
pearance of the storm, virtuaily
all described the storm in
awespme tones.

o] didn't see it coming and 1
didn'l hear it like they say
you're supposed lo, but I know
that one minute it was just
raining and the next moment i
was like the worla was coming
toan end,” one Ragland woman
recalled.

Ragland Head Football Coach
Bobby Beckett, who sat watch-
ing the storm from just inside
tne Ragland High foyer,
reported furious whirling winds
whipping around the school.

uhe next thing 1 knew it was

Sea. e, (975

sill and then a moment later
the whirling started again and
maved off towards Macedonia
Road. 1 may be wrong, maybe
il never touched ground like
ibey say—all I know is some
kind of funner passed right
smack over the school
building,”” Beckeit told the
Observer the day after the
storm.

Whatever its exact nature,
the twister managed to inflict 12
casualties, one fatality, and
destroy or heavily damage 101
{the eount as of Wednesday)
structures valued at more than
one and a half million dollars,
according to Ragland Mayor
Aubrey Watson who was on the
scene directing relief efforts
minutes after the storm hit.

Watson also noted that he had
received only one report, from &
“reliable’ witness who actually
saw a [unpel cloud in the shy
above Ragiand.

The Mayor’s office also an-
nounced Tuesday that
Ragland’s water *crisis’’ has
ended and most sections of the
city were again being supplied
wilh safe drinking water.

Ragland authorities said the
twigler carved a zig-z8g path

for miles throughthe town with
unusually heavy damage
sustained at Rapland High
School and in pockets along
cither side of Macedonia Road.

St. Clair Superintendent of
Lducation George Eden
estimated the damage to the
high school to be in excess of
$250,000.

A spokesman for repair crews
on the scene at the damaged
school Monday estimated 60
days for completion of repairs.

] personaily don't think it
will be open anytime this year,
but I may be wrong,” Mayor
Watson said

Despite Ragland’s losses
being put at one-third those
sustained by Pell City, Watsor
said the aftermath was no less
terrible.

“words like fess terrible
don't make you feel any bette
when there's death am
destruction around you,’
Watson said.

Watson estimated that of th
more than 160 .building
devastated, six mobile home
and five conventional homs
were a total joss.

Ragland’s ability to get L
without emergeancy housit



for miles through the town with
unusually heavy damage
sustained al Ragland High
School and in pockeis along
either side of Macedenia Road.

St. Clair Superintendent of
Fducation George Eden
estimated the damage to the
high school to be in excess of
$250,000,

A spokesman for repair crews
on the scene at the damaged
school Monday estimated 60
days for completion of repairs.

“1 personally don’t think H
will be open anytime this year,
but I may be wrong,” Mayor
Watson said.

Despite Ragland’s losses
being put at one-third those
sustained by Pell City, Walson
said the aftermath was no less
terrible.

“Words like ‘less terrible’
don't make you feel any better
when there's death and
destruction around you,”
Watson said.

Walson estimated that of the
more than 100 .buildings

devastated, six mobile heomes

and five conventional homes
were a lotal loss.

Ragland’s ability to gel hy
wilhoul emergency housing

R~y

Friday night was attributed to
the close-knit nature of the

community, authorities said.

“Friends, neighbors and
relatives just pitched in and
opened their homes,” Watson
said. Three families were
placed in units at the Ragland
Housing Project.

“And that’s one reasin we're
not even sure what otr heeds
are here,” Watson coitinged.

“Sooner or later these folks
are going to need a place o stay
and we need to knew how
many,” he said.

“Just guessing, I would say
thal about ten or 11 [amilies

need immediate housing and |

another ten to 12 need some kind
of temporary housing,” Watson
said. :
Temporary, rent-free housing
may be among the [edera]
benefits to be received if
Ragland is declared a disaster
area by the President,
autherities said Tuesday.
Other benefits te be gained
from such a declaration from
the President might be low-
interest loans for businessmen
and residents who sulfered
losses, authorities said.
Continued On Page s

Ragland

Continued From Page )

Another side of the disaster at
Ragland was told by Watson as
he recalled the situation as it
was in -Ragland just after the
storm passed through.

“We didn’t know how much
help we were going to get, until
it started rolling in from all
sides.” :

Ragland authorities said
rescue units included the St
Clair Search and Rescue Squad
and the Etowah County, Har-
persville, Calhoun County and
Piedmont Rescue Squads.

According to Ragland Police
Chief D. R, Hasker, law en-
forcement volunteers poured in
from the Ohatchee, Vincent,
Seuthside, Springville and
Moody police depariments and
from the Talladega and Blount
County Sheriff's Departments.

“And these puys didn’t come
because somebody said they
had te,” Hasker said, ‘“‘they
were all volunteers and most
had already worked a regular
shift at home before coming to
wour  aid.”

“Chatchee sent practically
their entire police department

and put it at our disposal,”
Hasker said.

“In addition to these people,
we were assisted by the Gads-
den Ambulance Service, the
Sa}vatgon Army, represen-
tatives of Georgia Craft Cor- i
poration, St. Clair County road |
Crews dispatched by Dr. James |
McClendon and Commissioner |
J. B. Walters and the American .
Rff:ﬂ Crass,” Watson noted.

We especially want to thank
the Ragland police officers, |
clerks, and workers who per- f
formed {heir hearts out on next
te no sleepihroughout the past !
few days. dnd Alabama State |
Trooper Janes Norton whg |
offered us \is services early °
on,”’ he said. I

“I guess he list is really |
endless. Mosb{ all the people 03;
Ragland shodd be praised for !
their calmneé‘and helpfulness,
There was 1o oling, no panic, -
and no storm&lated crimes at’ ‘
Ragland,” Hader said,

“You can’l Bat people like
that and youlan't heap too
much praise them either.
Everyone justdiiled up their

sleeves and pitch{i in,” Watson

said. |
t
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s an educator who :agreed ‘to .
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Mennoru_ Dlsaster Servace in
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.and throughout the world.
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" TIRD YEARNO. 102

rebuxldmg process had_started ant

) The year starte on'a sombei note, The great__tndes that .
had bee

AR
) caused some §3.5 millien’in property damag
] too the hfe of one Ragland Se 1

. City. were eithe, "totaity '

-.'Ragland High’ 'Sc ol - 1 :

' ) ‘ 2o, rescue untis’ from smroundmg
nd Civil efense ‘converged on; the.

a8 reporbed

Fhat eaina BB ran nort AE Aremi it vl i By £ S
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eli:Clty, Ceai Clty and Ra
tornad ‘that caused ‘some $3.5

declaratmn the foilowmg week '
dlsaster declarat[o.

T 235'_831‘ Old SYIacauga mc:dent : : Clair: County jail- after bemg
policeman: was arrested early restaraunt : ST arrested. ‘ound- . 2 ‘am.
-Christmas’. mornmg and ) Chrlstmas “morning. -
charged -'=.w1th druﬂk and Pohcesaxdﬂarold RayRoach

‘Further details ‘on the arrest 1
was reIeased on bonti from St., were unavaxlable

For. f:.anythmg you. m1ght need ci
‘Ads )

Ciasmfie

‘Page 6.




i enry -Laoney-home on Greenspert'Roa ne
: became the third struetur in 'S
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.~ work.that is going on still in

g tractars d individual owners.

for/themselves — the ‘work is
. being dotie: by ‘the Mennonite
Disaster Service, and for the
‘past: two weeks and until March

Youth Squacl in the 25
“of -the Mennonite” :

rvice ‘was formed,

- months “of service,

i dlsa

- Amish persons who comne for a
“week, two ‘weeks, ‘a month or
: 'howaver long they . can, to

JTHE ST. CLAIR NEWS—AFEGIS

Tearmg down and rebmldmg S

.'as was taught hy Jesus’ Cheist.
The Youth Squad is led by
- -Amos Lantz, a 23 year old from -
o I_ancaster, Pa. who 1n1tlally
.'signed on with MDS -for ‘tw
. years, His' primary- mterest,
~when j Jommg, Jay with using his
-plane, a Cessna’ 182, ‘to: fly
-supplles for the’ MDS in ‘Hon:
duras, in Central America,
_.;,where the MDS has vohmteers
working in dlsaster work.” '

."bemg .done by . private con- .

hoiseholds - ‘those
€ uninsured, un-. .
and cannot afford fo:

are physmaily unable to rebmld S

LU0, e £roup: ‘called the Youth -
dii 'playmg a 1arge role o -

“he himself is Mennonite.
i Along with Amos, the Youth'
- 'Squad includes John Brubaker, .
[-~20. year old dairy farm’ worker

Sfrom’ Lancaster; Pa SMel
- Hathaway, ‘18 year old car~
. 'penter’s assistant from Han—i_
. nibal, Mo.; Curt Fenton, 20year -
~old carpenters assistant ‘and -
.student - from:
“Philadelphia, . Moe.: Dan -

ge from 18 to 23, _.:_.3
bled durmg the

-oup of males signed on
igned to work in “disaster. - college

metimes asa follow-up .  Denlinger, 20 vear old plumber

: : :-: from Lancaster, ' Pa.; : Doug
. weeks-allll months follcwmg a.: - Jantzi, 19 year ol college
L S ..student from Silez, - Oreli and
"“'Ron “Lapp, 19 year olc! car-

.'-_As in Pell Clty, they work - _'ﬁ “penter’s
. ‘alongside 'Mennonites ‘and Kalispell, Montana.

.The ‘reasons for each ‘one

=hnt each _
o newsletter put out by the MDS

: rebmld the homes and in part -

the lwes of vxrtually helpless L
e persons "The service itself is'a
--._.-"man --parts of ‘Pell City. "The' i
. tearing-down and rebuilding of -
. 'some of the stiuctures damaged
in the. tornado” of :Jan. 10, is "

‘mission—a loving of fellovrm

~Upon signing on for: two

~ years, however, Amos was & .
- —asked to lead the Youth’ Squad L
“foriaperiod of six month ;
* that he has done.’ Prior .
. mission work, he ‘was in d
: rooflng busmess for himself ‘He B
= -"Baptxst Church :From ,Stam-
. ping Grounds, the Youth Squad
- moved - info ‘St.” Clair ~Coun
‘. "where they have been involved
< in rergofing, re-windowing, and
- working on tearing . down and
 rebuilding four homes -— from_
-the ground up.; :

comes from an Amish famil;

assistant fr_qm

joining the Youth Squad vary,-
answered the

“they were"
:_travellmg around ‘the '_country, :

;" was into” Ontario, Canada’ do
7 ywork in the aftermath of a_ﬂuod o

. the Squad‘s work w1tl1 the MDS_-'-I'
_workers, R.L. Timmons, Civil -

o bulldlng materials

."'_:.%frequestmg youth to velunteer T e

for-the six menth program'—if - L
“interestéd in. v ith

and workmg for, six months in. " :.

_orientation in Akron, first we

to -'Elxnira,".ﬁNiY-."--'. isa
reconstretion in the aftermath WIS als
of floods. Their next assignment

- chasing -bailg
i ) < that the MD
there, then back to Elmira, =~ = i

“The next ass:gnment was fer

_Lomswlle Ky. and then onto'3
- Stamping Groiinds;: (BRI
©.:they ‘spent a couple of: months s

.completing

exterior Tjobs, . :
building a home, a garage anda =~

“Amos; who has ecordmated

Defense Director for St. Clair & their time

- Coutity, and local charchés, .
“diseusses

with homeless - .

- families the needs which a. ' more ‘about’
- family has. Amos then drawsup . -, -constructmn
 house  plans,’ figures. the _ _.-._learnmg how!
amounts of material needed o withsix other
- the cost and presents the in- day oitt = adjt
“formation to the owners and - “way of perfo

- chureh groups who are helping, - {task and still

. ;famlhes in the purchase of - - AL eachsne

_where_-':' :_- 8




Tearmg down and rebmidmg

—-'work that is going onl sHll in

‘many -parts of Pell City," “The

tearing down and rebuilding of - - '

~sorme of the structures damaged
inthe tornado of Jan. 10,

being done by private conw
“tractors and individual Owners
For other households. = those

who . were. umnsured 71 AR

xdermsured and cannot: afford 10

_buy materials, hire:labor and.
‘are physically unabla fo rebmld e

for themselves — the work is

being done by -the” Mennonite

Disaster Service, and for the

. past two weeks and until Mareh
10, ‘2 “group: cafled - -the Youth
- Squad ! is playing a Iarge role -

:" 7 with - the: Mennonite” Disaster -

i Servnce b ‘Pell City. -

:compo.

ranging in age from 18 to 23,
wgs ‘assembled durmg the.

The: gréup of males’ 51gned on

. fm' six . months  of - Service,
assigned . to. work _m ‘disaste
‘areas, sometlmes asafoll

P
Uerew L to rebuiid.houses in the-
“weeks; and months follow__ g' a.

| disaster.

. ‘Amish’persons. who come for

LAY m-?ell Clty, they work' .
along51de Mennonites *: and

: week two ‘weeks, ‘a- manth O,

" the lives of virtually help}ess'_::_,
. persons. The service itself isa -
" miission —a loving of fellowmen . -

as was taught by Jesus Christ. -
" The Youth Sguad is led by -

-Amos Lantz, a 23 year old from_ -
~‘Lancaster, Pa. who initially

signed on with MDS for two

‘years. His primary inferest, !

when jmmng, Jay with using his

- plane, a Cessna 182, ‘to fly
i supphes for ‘the -MDS in Hon- -
“duras, in Ceniral America, -
. where the MDS has vulunteels_ -
“working in disaster work." -

- Upon signing -on for two

- 'years, however, Amos was
-asked fo lead the Youth Squad .
“tor‘a"period of six months, and’
" {'that 'he has done. Prior to-his:
- ‘mission work, he was in-a
vy _: O _'roufsng busmess for himself. He. - ©
s The Youth. Sguad __whlch 1s <3 oomies From a3 “Amish famﬁy, -
: "-he himself is Mennonite:: SRR
~Along with Amos, the Youth ™
--.Squad includes John Brubaker,

0. year old daity farm worker'
rom " Lancaster;’ Pay Mel

Hathaway, 18- year old ‘cars

“periter’s assistant ‘from Han- . -
" nibal, Mo.; Curt Fenton, 20 year - -
old earpe_nbers agsistant and

college student 7 from

penter’s  assistant from
Kalispell, Montana. -

answered

'_._requestmg youth {0, volunteer S
- for the six month program = 1E .

“clean-up and_construction for
. so themselves.

 orientation in Akron, ‘first went -
Ao Elmira, N.Y. to work in. 0
‘reconstruction in the aftermath

‘was into Ontario, Canada o
" work in the aftermath of a'flood -
*there, then back to Elmira. o

" Louisville," Ky, and

they spent a couple of months,

: 'workmg on tearmg dnwn

“workers, R.L. Timmons, Civil |-
hiladelphia, ~Mo.; Dan -
Denlinger, 20 year old plumber .
Lancaster, Pa.; ~Doug
Janfzi, 19 vear: old “college -
student from Silez, ‘Ore.;"and = -
on Lapp, 19 yéar old ‘car-

" County, ‘and. local
-__dlseusses thhﬁ

_ house - plans _'

he . reasons for each cne;'_': &
__mmg the Youth Squad: vary, -
: the o

" church groups'who are helpmg
- fam;hes in’ the'_purchase o

they ~were interested
travelling around the country, -
and working for six months ...

persons who werea unable to do R

“‘The. Youth Squéd “after .o

' ..: _ncruies n:th
- chasing buil¢
-_.';-that the- MD

of floods. Their next assignment

'I‘he next asmgnment

Stamping Grounds, K

in remofmg, re-wmdowmg

the Squad‘s work w1th he_MDS

Defense Director. for St.. Clair

amounts of mate il needed :
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L UByLOUISMURO' _homes, two busines dHigh ' Ragland. Red Cross
2t News Editor. G 8, with volunteers,
o RAGLANDZSt:" " Cla city.pro '

. County’s only fatality ‘after the
. ‘Friday afternoo _tornado ‘was_
.’buried " here Monday <4

+ authorities estim ated the C08

~of  damages

i Cemet ev:
réenwood. and Rev.. Kirk: = -
p.-resided .. - over - he™ 2
- The World War T1 Veteran is .. ime and date which W

* Many times in i

Adnway A era

es past we have all heard the



rics to that old song.
g0 somethm

s
_m ght very Well he the reasun :
-.only ong person was

: ‘ o . VS Weare & bit more mclmed o
: ives of Ciy area and moving and devasiate homes and schools ~ believe; however, that it *could’
s4: 109.m.; Fridav Tanmams 10 s ; IS i n ; 4




. Join O AN MRLHARE - : S
U tathe_h_ighs_éhdol_&n_d!_zqmes but " In the ‘wake -of .the torng
Dot to the industrial property. which strick Pell City ang ¢
.- National Cement- Co.  was Coal: City - Arga '
.- damaged but the extent of the . pe,
. damages 'is not known,: . . ;
. .:Watson saig a: “constant - hor
- strem" ‘of relief has come into -

- emergency generators

~hame it — has flooded int _
. intent of helping aneighbor. . "
““Groups -and. individual from Shelby,
calhoun,: Culiman, Madison: ‘Dekalb Bloun
... Etowah, Talladega and individua
.. were on the scene rendering

* Ragland since the storm, |
- Cluding ‘the Red Cross

ecurity. .-

in the estimay
y, stated . tha
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- {specily interest rate

.- Equity capital, total
Preferred stock-total
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For 6ap. (State)—-(12.74)

. Consohdated Ref
By .-of. ,..Sprimilln

:_busmess on. Dace!

1, Caéh aﬁd d.ue'im.m bs

a) Total‘demand
CiA(b) Total time an
= 23 “Federal funds purch
24, Other liabilities for |
.25 Morlgage indebtedn
26, Acceptances execiite
<27, Other liabilities.

30 : Reserve for bad del
31 __Ot;her re erves on I
‘32, Reservm on secunt
33 TOTAL RESERVJ

4. Capital notes and «
; (spectfy interest.
35 Equ:ty capital, tot
Preferred st_oy:k«{
7 ’{No. shares ou
Common. stock-1
Mot (No. shares au
788, - Surplus.......

39, Undivided proﬁt

"7 40, "Reserve for cont
41, TOTAL CAPITAI
-- 42, TOTAL LIABILY

.87
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. 1. Average of total d
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Contmued _F rom Page _1 ‘

sources of help came fr
Mennonite = Disast

Service. So ra ;
Clty 5 recover

epmwn that
_declaration was, np
because of the tireles
sacrifice of people
to *‘give up and

many ““horror *
never written, -
"The Ieotmg _that

.part of local
volunteers. And -
: 'raging ‘fires that

mormng on a. sxg
James Perry’
Station. It read;
TO BE ALIVE ’

Although the _tornado that'-'
struck Pell City:and Ragland on
that fateful Friday in-January ‘'
was perhaps the story: -of the -
decade, as far as St. Clair
citizens are concerned, it was
certamly not the only. 1mpcrtant -
news item of the year, . '

January, 1975 'was - ‘also -a

. Scenes like the one ahove were a common snght foliu
_the assault of the most powerfui tornade in the history of
. City. This gruesome picturé; was 5 ap' 'd amid the Tuir

_:_:Commxssxon Chaxrman thrley the county
_ Batterfield’s right fo act:-as
“county purchasing agent, ruled - Durmg the month a

_month  of  unprecedented - that Satterfield’s “earlier suit * ‘. District. “Attorne:
political deve‘iopments asanew 'y ... apainst the . commission was 'Robinson. formally
county commission was:sworn . ‘without merit. i from ; office citing i

“--Alabama Metal. Formmg_ “State Rep. Marilyn Q
- Corporation in Pell City.became . pay'raise bill as rea:
‘the target of non-union workers’ - ‘ynove .

in. Instead of the customary ¢
joirit ceremony, the county was -
somewhat surprised to. learn

that three commission menbers « iwildeat strike’ and, later,’a . _president  Ger:
-Chairman Shirley Satterfield, ‘National Labor Relatmns Board_ sofmewhat unex
Commissioner - Aubrey appeal. - declared St. Clair

~Pell City achleved a "fu'st"- “disaster area in the

Waghington and Comunissioner :
N by host]ng ‘the 1975 Jr. Babe of Hurrlcane E}O!Sﬁ

Charles Braswell-were sworn in .

together by Etowah ‘County “Birmingham Ci Judge - Ruth State Toumament " .:The Town of Ash
Probate Judge Wiley Hickman, ' peigh Clark ruled in favor of the . -off its bicentennial
while Commissioners Buddy_--_ feiected Q_ffl__c}als ' . _ Durmg August . with spectacula
Turker and (ammissioner’ The Moody C;ty councﬂ voted “eventtha ,.m_c;l__l}degl}



wreckage at smitn s Trailes Park on om Coal City Rd.
_(PHOTO BY AUGUST LEHE) to

: .appomtment to the offme by. -c1tzzens :
“Gov. Wallace, ~--A new Alabama State
“w=The Town of : Steele held a. Department of Pubhc Heaith
Special bicentennial celebration regulation . ' requiring. . ‘the
- which féatured ‘the creation of purchase of special’ rad:os by

; the “‘Steele Hall of Heroes” -a local ambulance ‘services
listing -of - all ‘Steéle residents -:threatened to bring. ambulance -
who have served i inuU.s, armed_ ‘service in St. Clair. County toa
rces during past wars. SR :hait by year's end.’ : e
he' Town "of Ashvﬂle‘” All in.all, it was . a year of
- ounced that '.lt would dondte tnumph and tragedy,

- 20 acres of land to Ashville High" bicentennial celebration; and a_--.
hool for the constructmn of &% ‘returni to. normalcy for many. -
county ¢itizens. A year. that will™
not soon ‘be forgotten :

Robinson’ formally re31gned.
from office. ‘eiting ing
State Rep. Manlyn Quar]es na:
pay-raise bill as re :
move, oo

somewhat- _unexp‘ectedl
declared St. CI
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~ OurPurpose
15 To Guide You

BLUE LUSTRE |
CARPET SHAMPOO | =
‘Deep cleans .and brightens ~ §
3 _colors. Restores ‘that soft "
- plush feel to carpeting! Use. .
in your carpet’ 5ha:mpooef. :
Sor
RENT ELECTRIC SHAMPOOE
SZ50PER DAY wJTI{..PH_RG_H_AS
L O BLUE LUSTRE

We take care of atl the
arrangements, expertly, with
-earnest consideration for the
family’s wishes, IR

Cour 'fhiotjghﬂu_l_' 'afzfenfid_fr't s
- given to every necessary “detail

x. You can have. confidence in our
experience. EEEER SR

OPEN: 10t o Ty
©8:00 til 6:30 Fri. & Sat.™ -

~ KILGROE FUNERAL HOME |



; RAGLAND % -




County's Only
ommunity Service o

JANUARY 16,1975

ral Funds Expected-
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‘BY MRS. J L HEI\RY

. Mrs. John' Bryant and M'rs.

:the January meetmg of tbe Ash-

ville Garden Club _wh1c

opera tion in. progress

; store-_qwn xS, emp!oye
erove ti;e ramamder of the st

re’s merchand

nd volunteers
orage. Also

= door;

destroyed in Red’s hulldmg were ‘the adjommg Farm Bnreau an

Myers:

ghost wouid ;n,habn a house enly_
_25__ years old. Never .one_ _tq_ feel.

__see' I live on'a ghost: ROAD an
T'm gomg to have morg’ ghosts
: and more- STATUS_ A

Real Estate ofﬁces, along with CISCO Auto Supply next.




may account for !t bemg pure
chert Yoo

© Many vaned and mterestmg
tharacters traveled ‘this road
{or bogged down in'it.) Perhaps
that ~accounts: for - somebody
taking one of each pair of my
husband’ 5 socks’ and puttmg my
stant coffee: " in: the

'would I do a thlng like that”

~whatever alls youi, according to

efrigerator.“-Now-_I: -as’k ‘you,

' : P e “:...)BSER\_’ER,'_P'(-H_'(‘,hy Al
and vinegar are a panacea for o it .

Verment ' Folk '~ “Medicine.
Hoarhound ca y is supposed to

-,_'Sib".-(_sum"e’)_.'__;'.lsz-;"{): '_ .

-Stat_e. Bank No




v nnzl Q!- !"‘ln " t"nn ("a



o6 million S Ms.  KVans JAIS0. b sianistingid ieeds of: - L
© fepotted that present figures grants naid. ceds of e from Ingram, $475 for the.
list 400 Pell City and 90 Ragland  county for fiscal year .1876... " stallation of a new base under
structures; considered  ‘des- .= '
-troyed  or -severely. damaged.

She said’ help in he “cleanup

_ morning a o ted winds la _ . as pumps causi
community . where ice station and. grocery: operator. siieonsiderable quant pe from storage tank
‘Phillips 'was pronounced dead atthe scene Friday.n woulg

. building collapsed burying him ‘under ‘the de




Mrs. Lois Mize, 57, was injured when
(above) was wiped out. by the toi
- City. Mrs, Mize said she was trying
her: bed when a_two-byifo

d that required six Stitches
is employed at M:& B Metal _

 STAYMEN WiNsAl




na b g
qmpment Lot Valley

. Te}ephone had installed this portable emergency

pay

telephone umt b

mid morning Qat reloar o

swell_ Avenue. Service to’ busmeSSes and

hame PFhoties was .gradual!y remstated some §:

-early “as ‘Saturday,”

GOLDEN T

:'Peace, Chrysler,

- Fashion. Blanche
~Lowell .. Thomas, .
:_Nocturne Farty N_l

Queen E !1zabeth













iday’s 1 _'Vuluhtejér;s:. yt"_élfé on the job
cedrlyto elean up and repair -the damage, :
oof during ___howév_er_._z . ER S S o
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. .and their numbers were legion-

win the aftermath of the Pell C:ty_ :
1ol

f"Mountam neéi
na Cwalf.f g “SO fﬂl‘y’_' ‘he
ervice - (RACES)'.':
: : up shop with'
. amateur radio at the Pell City
i d Al

. “How To. Make God’s Eye.” All
;- of the, members present made

. one. ‘We would like to thank

. ‘Miss_Puckett for the tlme that
- 'she gives our club. _
... Alot of our members were out
the flu, we 'hope they will.be
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] _ldmg daiﬁages along

s ﬁmnharie

_ racuinusl

Emergenc
wete set-up. at

od - and “only thre

Meanwhile, Coosa Valiey.'_'
e

elephone company, ‘aided

- leams brought in by its owners, ..
Cant.menhal “Telephone, is ‘doing .
rkable ‘job of .gra ua]ly .

réstoring ‘telephone service, in

cansed by Sunday's rainfall
mergency. pay: phone service
was set up Saturday’ morning,
and servme has been restored_ to
ny busmesses
residences as well.”

ngressman . Tom  Bevill
ni thls message o’ St Clair - _

a1 am “deeply

‘along  with Mayor I
_ - Councﬂman Paul Turne
view : of ~the  damage to: 'the -

idings and ‘complications

: that fam;ly

~Civil ‘Defense' achvxties Have
b 2

d Su]hvan and.




Amer;caﬁ Red' Cross.
Blrmmgham ‘AT

needs ‘of .the horneless:

requests as ‘those for help . in
saving . furniture
posgessions pf families . whose

homes . ‘were destroyed or -

.Director. -
Mrs, Vee: ‘Shockley said: ‘Monday
that ‘the Red Cross is. ‘making: '
effort to attend'to -such -basic

‘hot -
meals, box groceries and:such’

-and_

‘the service.

““Folks just 'v'von t ask fcr wha't-'.
they ‘don’t think they can get

-and especially
‘presently . being .sh
‘friénds: They still needto’ kno

that' the: help is: ‘here and; they
‘have-every right to, anythin
1fa

" within reason that we have
“family calls on ‘us and asks for |

plastlc to Lcover: theu" roof or
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