SAINT CLAIR COUNTY A COUNTY OLDER THAN THE STATE........ '

Saint Clair County Alabama was officially established in November 1818, .

It was named after General Arthur St., Clair,who was a distinguished patrio
revolutionary war soldier,Alabama delegate to the Continental Congress,

and first Governor of the Northwest Territory.He died in Dec.l1818,o0ne
month after St. Clair County was named to honor him.,

The county is located near the end of the Applachian Mountain Range and
occupies 640 square miles of rich scenic beauty.

St. Clair is surrounded by two excellent interstaﬁé systems,I-59 and I-20,

and the widely traveled U.S. 231 runs from north to south right through
the middle of the county.

The county offers 275 miles of Shoreline,along the Coosa,more than 18000
acres of water and 311000 acres of forest land providing excellent opportur

for a variety of outdoor activities including all watersports,fishing,hunt;
and camping, ‘ '

St. Clair County boasts one of the Souths largest tomato crops and in late
spring and early summer hundreds of migrant workers move into the Chandler

‘Mountain area near Steele to work and harvest the crop which averages 3000
tons of tomatoes per year.

The largest town in St. Clair County is Pell City.Its location near Logan
Martin Lake provides a beautiful setting for the fast growing town.Since
~its incorporation in 1890 Pell City has slowly became the center for indus
in St, Clair County.Recent staiistics show that ' the number of new
small businesses is on the rise in the town.It is also growing in populari
. as a trade center for'St. Clair County shoppers. Its restaurants and motel

make it a gathering place for visitors who come to the area for recreation
at Logan Martin,

Also growing in popularity as a trade center is the Moody-Leeds area in
Southern St. Clair County near -the Jefferson County Line.This areas locati
near I-20 enhances its potential for future growth,
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O'DONNELL MILL-Located in St. Clair County on Shoal Creek.Land for the
mill was entered during the administration of President James Monroe,
1816-1824.It is believed that the first mill was built there shortly
thereafter.It was a large log structure built by Larry Gibson who first
owned the property.In the early 1900's the mill got its present name from
D.J. O'Donnell was given half interest in the mill by his grandfather
H.A.Palmer in exchange for some work on the mill site.The mill was operated
by O'Donnell until his death in 1965.It is now owned by the St,. Clair
Historical Society. ‘ :
Greensport Marina-A modern recreational facility with access to all types
of watersports and fishing locations.lLocated on the Coosa River near the
original Greensport site the Marina provides a spectacular view of Sst.
Clair County's rich scenic beauty and is a popular sunbathing and picnic
spot.The original port founded on land entered by Jacob Green in 1820

is now covered by the waters of the Coosa.It was an important site for

the shipment and delivery of all sorts of supplies,farm products,and
cotten.At one time the original Greensport sight was covered with houses
and hugh warehouses for storing fr@yght.The original Greensport Ferry,used
until the advent of the steamboat in 1849,was a hugh log raft powered by 8l
THE LOONEY HOUSE~The Looney House,built in 1820,is a restoration project
of the St. Clair Historical Society.Its builder John Looney was a
prominent citizen of St. Clair County and served as a justice of the peace
and also as forman of the countie's first jury.When he died in 1827 his

son Henry became head of the household and the house became known as tha_
Henry Looney House.The large log structure has been refurnished with

items from its time period and the upstairs has been converted into a
museun.

YARBROUGH HOME-Built in 1825 by Manoah Yarbrough.It was his son Littleton
Yarbrough that built the Ashville Courthouse.

""THE CAMPBELL’HOME,MbNTGOMERY HOME AND DAVIS HO&EFAll built in 1800's
and located in the town of Ashville,

OLD CHURCH OF CHRIST BUILDING-Built in 1879.Located in Ashville,
ASHVILLE COURTHOUSE-Built in 1844 by Littleton Yarbrough.One of the
few southern courthouses to survive the civil war.Contains many rare
documents and old public records,

CASON-TIPTON HOUSE-Located in downtown Ashville.Built in 1800's

ASHVILLE SAVINGS BANK - Built on 1906 the oldest bank building standing
in the county and was the second bank chartered in the county. Ashville gavings
Bank has never closed its doors tothe public and is still thriving today.




JOHN W. INZER HOUSE AND MUSEUM-Built in 1852 by slave labor.House
contains many of the original furnishings and mementos from the Civil
War period.Now owned by The Sons Of Confederate Veterans.Located in
downtown Ashville. :

ASHVILLE MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES~Located in the library building in down-
town Ashville.Interesting collection of pictures,memehtos,and artifacts,
from Ashville and St. Clair County History.Has large collection of
marriage,birth,and death records from early St. Clair County.Archivist:
Charlene Simpson,

LEGIONTOWN U.S.A.-Re-created Old West Town from 1860's period,The town
was designed by the now deceased Carney Waller an Alabama native who
spent 12 years out west as a set builder for western films.Legiontown
was built as a project of American Legion Post 170 of Ashville,AL.in
198l1.It was an immediate success and thousands came out to see the

towns wild west and gunfight shows.In 1983 the original town was destroye«
by arsonists.Convicted of setting the fire were two St. Clair County

Law Enforcement Officers.Post 170 rebuilt the town and since that time
it has been the setting for festivala;and crafts fairs.The facility

has a museum and a full hookup 24 unit campground.

STEELE METHODIST CHURCH=-Built in 1880.

HORSE PENS 40-Located on Chandler Mountain near Steele.Site of the oldest
and most Juried Crafts fairs in the Southeastern U.S.In the 1960's

‘and 1970's was the site of bluegrass music festivals featuring the
worlds finest pickers.These concerts were filmed by Public Television
and aired nationwide.The grounds at horsepens was onetime used as a
hiding place for confederate troops.One of the highlights 6f Horse Pens
is the Rock 200,a collection of unusual rock formations many of which are
shaped like animals.Horse Pens is open for three annual events.Second
Weekend in April-Spring Food And Craft Fair,Labor Day Weekend Festival,
and the last Weekend in October-Po-Peoples Christmas Market.These festiva
‘are widely known and bring people to Alabama from all over the U.S.
HISTORIC SPRINGVILLE~Settled in the 1820's,Post office established in
1833.The town was incorporated in 1880.The town has many interesting

old buildings.Downtown Springville is the site of a large yesarly
festival called 014 Tymes Day or Grab Your Bonnet Festival.The event

takes place every year on the Saturday before mothers day and drawvs
large crowds from all over the U,S, ‘
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HOMESTEAD HOLLOW-Located near Springville.The "Hollow" has recreated a
turn of the century farmstead where old time skills are demonstrated
and over 100 craftsmen shoWw their wares.Three festivals a year are held
as follows:1lst three day weekend of June,October,and November.

ST. CLAIR SPRINGS~Site of popular mineral springs.From mid 1800's to
turn of the century was a popular resort area which attracted travelers fr
far and wide.The sulphur springs contain traces of barium and strontium.
The temperature of the waters is usually between 63.5 and 66.5 degrees.
Several historic buildings still exist at the resort site.These include
the Rodgers House,The Fort-Wiley House,The 0ld Bottling Plant,and The
Montgomery-Scott House. |

LIBERTY CHURCH~Near Odenville.Church was built 150 years ago.

FORT STROTHER MONUMENT-Andrew Jackson's headquarters during the Creek
Indian Conflict of 1813-14.Fort Strother was a strong link in the

chain of events which removed the hostile Indians fron Alabama and opened
the area to new settlers.All that is left of the Fort today is the
cametary of unmarked graves holding the bodies of American soldiers who
died during the conflict.

H.NEELY HENRY DAM-The dam was built in 1968 by the Alabama Power Company.
As the result of its construction several of the counties most interestinc
-historical sites are underwater.The positive results of the dam,however,
are unlimited.Its construction created numerous jobs for area residents
and the lake and dam are among St. Clair County's most popular recreation
spots.

MUSEUM OF INDIAN ARTIFACTS~Located at H. Neely Henry Dam.M;ny of the
artifacts were discovered during the dam's construction.




SOME INTERESTING FACTS

An interesting fact learned form Pappy Dunn who is Commissioner in Calhoun
County is the effect . of tourism on their county. In 1983, for every 100 tourists,
they received as a direct effect of tourism 1 million dollars. The indirect

effect of the same number of tourists was 2.4 million dollars which consisted of
51 jobs and over $100,000,00 Sales Tax.

City Year Established Population
Steele 1952 . 795
Springville 1873 1,800
Riverside 1887 . 920
Pell City 1890 6,583
Margaret 1959 ' 800
Ragland 1864 )
Branchville 1969 400 .
Ashville 1868 1,490
Odenville ' Incorporated in 1914, 800
~pme—

GOALS OF THE SAINT CLAIR COUNTY TOURIST COUNCIL

1.To inform and educate the citizens of 8t. Clair County about the
tremendous potential that exists here for the development of touris

2.To preserve the rich cultural,historic,and scenic horitago shared
by the residents of St.Clair County for future generations.

3.To collect and organize 1n£o:mation about local events,historic
sites,attractions and places of scenic beauty and mnko the infox~
mation available to anyone who is 1ntorontod.

4.To explore the possibilities of developing locul points of interest
and attractions to: commercial tourism,

5.To emphasize the importance of county wide cooperation in the touri
effort,.Cooperation is essential to our success.

6.To enlist the support and aid of oui local government and the clti:
of 8t, Clair County as we strive to achieve the above goals.



ST.CLAIR COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

APRIL:

STEELE CRAFT DAYS: Steele, Alabama. Contact Steele Town Hall at
P.O.Box 425, Steele, Al. 35987 or call 205-538-8145.

HORSEPENS 40~-SPRING FLING: April 20-21-22. Arts, Crafts,Food, Music
and much more. For more information call 205-538-5159.

MAY:

OLD TYMES DAY: Springville,Alabama. May 12,1990. Arts, Crafts,
Food,Music and much more. Contact Springville Chamber of Cammerce
205-467-6133.

RENUNION ON THE SQUARE: Arts, Crafts, Food and more. Sponsored by
the Ashville Chamber of Commerce. For more information contact
Vickey Massey at 205-594-7458. Date: May 19,1990.

THE ASHVILLE SPRING FESTIVAL: On the Square in Ashville, Al. May
28,1990. Arts, Crafts,Live Music and Barbeque. Big street dance that
night. Sponsored by the American legion. For more information write
Legiontown U.S.A. Rt.l, Box 190, Steele, Al. 35987.

LEGIONTOWN U.S.A. MEMORIAL DAY CELEBRATION: Each year on Memorial
Day. they have Clogging, Gunfights, Wild West Town, Arts, Crafts,
Food, Live Music, Square Dancing and much more. Date this year May
28,1990, Camping available also. For more information contact
Legiontown U.S.A. Rt. 1, Box 190, Steele, Al 35987.

RETIRED ALABAMA NATIONAL GUARDSMAN RENUNION: Held each year on
Memorial Day in American Legion Building on U.S. Hwy 11 between
Steele and Whitney Junction. Food,Guest Speakers and Entertainment.
Call 205-594-5652 for more information.

JUNE:

HOMESTEAD HOLLOW: Historical site near Springville,Al. June 1-2-3.
Arts, Crafts,Food,Music and more. Admission charged. For more
information call 205-467-6627.

ALPHA RANCH AUCTION: June 9,1990. Located in Shoal Creek Valley on
County Hwy.22, For more information call Gary Liverette at 205-594-7834.

SUMMERFEST: Pell City June 16,1990. Contact Joyce Nix with Pell City
Chamber of Commerce at 205~338-3377 for more information.



JULY:

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION: Each year around the 4th of July. Held
at LegiontownU.S.A. on Hwy.ll between Steele and Whitney Junction.
Arts,Crafts,Music,Gunfights, Fireworks,and much more, For information
write Legiontown U.S.A., Rt. 1, Box 190, Steele, Al, 35987,

BANQUET OF CHAMPIONS: July 27,1990. Held at the Pell City Civic
Center. For more information call Pell City Chamber of Commerce at
205-338-3377.

SEPTEMBER &

HORSEPENS 40 LABOR DAY RENUNION: September 1-2-3,1990. For more
information call 205-538-5159,

LEGIONTOWN U.S.A. LABOR DAY CELEBRATION: September 3,1990. Located

on Highway 11 between Steele and Whitney Junction. Arts,Crafts,Music,
Food and much more. On election years political rally. Full hookup for
camping. Wild West Town with museum and displays. For more information
write Legiontown U.S.A. Rt. 1, Box 190, Steele, Al. 35987.

ST.CLAIR COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY DOG SHOW: ‘Legiontown U.S;A. Date varies
call 205-594-5652.

OCTOBER:

HOMESTEAD HOLLOW SORGUM FESTIVAL: Historic site near Springville.

Held first weekend in October. Arts, Crafts,Music,Food and Demonstrations.

. Admission charged. Children under 12 free. For more information call
205-467-6627 or write Homestead Hollww , Rt. 2, Box 62, Springville,Al 35146.

HORSEPENS 40 PO PEOPLES CHRISTMAS: October 12-13-14, 1990. Arts,Crafts
Music,Food and more. Call for more information 205-538-5159.

FRIENDSHIP COMMUNITY FAIR: Held at the old rock school building near
Friendship Church on Hwy. 411 near Odenville. For more information
call Mary Banks at 205-629-5251.

NOVEMBER:

- LOONEY HOUSE FESTIVAL: Held at Historic Looney House near Ashville.
Arts, Crafts,Food, Weaving,Candle Dipping and other perion related
crafts and activities. For more information call 205-594-7002.

HOMESTEAD HOLLOW CHRISTMAS IN THE COUNTRY: Historic site near Springville.
Second weekend 'in November. Arts, Crafts, Music, Food and much more.
Admission charged. Children under 12 free. For more information call
205-467-6627 or write Homestead Hollow Rt. 2, Box 62, Springville, Al 35146.



NOVEMBER CONT'D:
ARTS AND CRAFTS DAY-STEELE: Date- usually weekend before Thanksgiving.
Contact Steele City Hall for more information at 205-538-8145.

ARTS AND CRAFTS FESTIVALS- Pell City Methodist and Catholic Churches
Dates vary contact churches for more details.

DECEMBER:
CHRISTMAS PARADES:

Christmas in Ashville Sponsored by Ashville Chamber of Commerce. Parade
with Santa Claus, live nativity scene, caroling and more on the square
December 15,1990 starting at 11:00 until s.. For more information
contact Vickey Massey at 205~594-7458.

Pell City Christmas Parade held on December 13, 1990. For more
information call Pell City Chamber of Commerce at 205-338-3377.



f ,V;Gadgets and gear for a.

Title IX
| compliance:
| Getout of the courts
~and get on the field,
| says freelance writer
1 Donna A. Lopiano.

See Page 4E.

'SMALL TALK

gir ‘ »
commg nursery school teacherq and nurses’ “ .
aides, she wanted fo be a chemist. She says showmg them that smence is everywher

she hoped one day to serve as an example for
other women to enter scientific fields, by But it was not until some 25,y

and accessible to everyone.”

)y Spr
‘Masomc Order 0. 280,

‘now is the home of the -

-Springville Library and

Museum. =
““Dr.and Mrs, Lamar

Campbell bought theold -
~buil

ing and had an an- -
tiques shop in it for a'm_lm-

it to the Springville Preser-

_vation Society in Decem- ; :
ber 1992,” says Andy Wal- which is housed in
' id h

the oid M_asomc

Sprmgvﬂle'Preservatlon
Society. .

“It was the Campbells dream to see the buﬂdmg de- left. A pomon Of
veloped into a first-class library and museum.” - the Sprin g\/me
That dream started to become a reahty the followmg Museum on the

April, when the Springville Town Council passed an ordi- - second floor of thé
nance creating a library board to set up a library for the old building is

town. devoted to a
“The Preservation Socxety immediately offered the display of

lower floor of the old Masonic Lodge as a home for the li-
brary at no cost to the town,” Wallace says. “The library mpLe ments, “g}ht




e L T T She refirne W0 the United With her
cxence‘ss,‘every?vhere‘\‘ ; , _commit; , ' only son, Yoav, and was recruited by the

v ‘newly accredited. Columbia College, a fine-
~ ‘Seelerman, Page 3E

accessible to everyone.” ;
ut it was not until some 25 years later that

~at a counter
taken from the old
McGinnis
Merchandise
Company in
-Springville's new
library, above,
which is housed in
the old Masonic
Lodge building, .
whose marker is at
left. A portion of
the Springville
Museum on the
second floor of the
old buildingis
devoted toa
display of =
implements, right,

= jieed nn an aarly




T A AL
BY R

. RIVERSIDE, March

be what it used to be.”
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It’s going to be born all over again into an en-

tirely new kind. of community, a recreation center with
a 16,000-acre lake, with a four-mile shoreline, and a

canal: and - folks coming

from hither and yon to fish .

and boat. .
Founded in 1883, this small
St Clair -~ County “town has
always been a - milliig~ and
egg-producing town.

Creation of the Logan Martin

Dam on the Coosa River is go-
ing to ‘chan;lg& all that. ‘Back-
waters from the dam will
create the lake
{ront door, and
run through the oW,

In the words of Mrs. Wil
fiam - Coleman, wife  of the
mayor, Riverside is going fo
be a little Venice.”

With Mt. Cheha nearhy, it

... City €

7 \ fmvm £ alilenml
Tho Tonnecens Uallno Avdhar [Hha T8 laadacnmians £

at Biverside’s
canal. will

will he one of the scenic spots
of -Alabama, declares Charles
Kelley, director of the .stale

~fish and ‘game division: The

dam area, he said, ‘is one ‘of
the finest he has seen. He pre-
dicted that in three years any-
one going to fish in the lake
that doesn’t catch a ‘mess of
Hish “will be just too lazy ‘to
hait. a hook.” .

FROM ‘ITS PRESENT 300
popu"lati;on‘, Riverside .ig. ex-

pected to grow to 5,000 in five

years. Through Interstate 20,

it will be brought within 26
miles of Birmingham. Tt will

READY FOR OLD MAN RIVER
ouncilman Earl Smith has boat dock ready

“BUSTER” HOGAN, News staff writer
28—Riverside “ain’t going to

S P i A,‘N.,_ -
be the only town on the Clover
Leaf between Birmingham and
Atlanta, “In addition to this,
it- will ‘be on a major east-
west roufe. - i

+

*It. doesn’t take a star-gaz-
er to tell what's-ahead for us
if we only. take advantage of
it,”’ observed Mayor Coleman.

The tourist and recreation
potentials, ‘he pointed ‘out, are
left ~only to the ‘imagination.
Research has “proved;. " he
added, that recreation ‘seek-
ers in Alabama-and elsewhere
are strongly orientated to wa-
ter recreation ‘activities.

“We are working overtime

the economic. impact of {his

sreat 16,000 acre lake, created
by the Alabamz Power Com-
pany’s Logan Martin Dam on
the €oosa River,” Mayer Cole-
man: said.

Wl T -

N #
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AS THE RIVER runs now
the Logan Martin dam site it
30 miles from . Riverside bu
‘Wwhen the water goes into ‘the
lake the distance 'will be cut in
half. ,

E. 0. Hussey, manager ¢f
the Talladega office . of the
Alabama Power Co., said spill-
ways are expected to be ready
by May 1, providing there are
no weather sethacks. Then the
will become a realty and be
filled. o

“When everything is. ready,
one . of ‘three 45,000 Kilowatt
generators will: ‘start turning
and = generate “current, . The
other two are expected o fol-
low later on. S

The main part of the town
and the railroad that passes
through it has had to be raised
14.2 feet to allow for. the in-
flax :of water,

Coleman, who is stiil dazed

MAYOR AND WIFE
+» . Mrs. Coleman is ¢i



N P A\:u
about what is happening to
his “once quiet little town,
pomis out there will be ﬁve
mariners with necessary slips,
a golf course nearhy, shopping
center and a hig motel at the
Clover Leaf, :

»

COLEMAN 1S AN ENGI-
neer for the Southern Railread,
operaies the Riverside Milling
Co., the town’s- mainstay indus-
try. ‘He is also vice president’
of the Anniston Credit Corp:.

Looking over a map of the
development, Mayor Coleman
looked up at his wife and de-
clared, ‘“Honey, I just don’t
know what to do next.
“My,” Mrs. Coleman’ ex-
claimed, “youw're the most en-
thusiastic man in  the coun-
try.”

Among Birmingham visitors
to the development was Nor-
man T, Cooper, a- salesman.

NORK ON PLANS
ty clerk without pay

BOAT ANDING FOR CHURCH TO BE HERE
Coleman and Cooper inspect part of canal site-

NEW $55,000 RIVERSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
BN Nm’man T. Cooper, left, and Mayor Coleman., Canal will he across strect
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H ORSE PE’VS 40

BY FRANK SIKO A ~rock -corral-. 1o ike‘ep them  for a tomato farm to do a  are a few mgns on the trail
“News staff wmter . hidden from Yankee foragmgl “story about. . ugh th ‘ ~

CHANDLERMOUNTAI partles.. .o He el
-~ ‘place, bought

s a striking world of B FROM THAT time on, it lay = his annual festwal Now, he's
mountains, chasms, bluffs, hldden atop the green moun- got the place open every day,
dense  woods, and a rocky tain’ . . . until 1956 when ~and has added camp51tes and
wonderland all emp]aced in: Warren Musgrove a newspa- ““hot showers.
one 40-acre square atop Chan- _per magazine feature writer, ~ Other. than that,. the -only
gler Mountam in St Clan“ came wandering along looking ~ commercializing. ;ym’ ~ find

ounty. : LONg J008s - Dk o ;

Somehow, it “seems; people
have formed:a wrong nnpres-
sion of Horse Pens 40. Or,
rather, the  impression’ has
been _only partly camplete.

What usually comes to mind -
is the fall festival: Cool misty

" mornings, the aroma of fresh

‘baked blsuuts and homemade[ g
‘syrup, - folk* ‘music echoing*
over. the mouniain. ~
It’s that, for sure. But it’s
more. The rock formations
alone .are a’sight to behol
“It’s  worth the “visit even
without biscuits and syrup, :
one visitor says. ?

FORMED . MILLIONS of
years ago by water and wmdk'
erosion,  the bold’ bluffs —
some as high as a five- story.
building ~ — have . taken  on
charming forms, much like
clouds. R

Some are. amazingly - di-
stinet: The camel’s head, the
elephant’s head, ‘and the dino-

saur that even has the scale- : ; 5% 5 Bt
like texture, formed by some CAMEL'S. HEAD DOMINATES RIDGELINE. - - " ROCK ELEPHANT |

wild scheme of nat!ére. } : .. . One of Horse Pens 40’s rocky animals . Areahas 25
Back in pioneer days, the P —— - e e
Creck Indians had:a village BoossasT R S
here; the rocks were . their.
protectors from wmﬂs and
enemy warriors alike.
Later, settlers camped “in
the area, and during the Civil
War = Alabamians = brought
their horses to the natural




gh the 1ocks. oF *because this is Just a goocl
people tell Musgrove he place in Wthh to getlost

ROCK ELEPH&N’I‘ STANDS 30 YARDS HIGH o ’
s Arca has 25 aeres of rock formatlons SR : s She s lovely anda Kay Sparks, a semor at Sam{ord
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to reap even more benefils

BY THOMAS F. HILL
News staff writer
RIVERSIDE

Mayor W. A. Coleman

" probably wears more hats

than anyone else..
He wears one as a railroad
engineer, one as mayor, one

‘as a sportsman, one as a

businessman and one. as. a

* farmer.

:probably could wear

he
still

In addition to this,

| another as being a -person
. who does things differently.

FOR INSTANCE, Mayor

- Coleman is planning to build a
* new city hall without federal
. agsistance!

And more important, he

: plans to pay for the new

. municipal

building without

‘ negotiating a loan, floating
* bonds or seeking a grant.

Mayor Coleman plans  to

: pay cash for the new city
hall!

This is but another chapter

"in the political life of Cole-
* man, who is serving his third
‘ term as mayor of Riverside-
¢ —a political - career that has
: seen him break rules, win

. poler games ‘with large- utility -

. firms, and parley a $1,200 plot
* of land into a “million-dollar-

s

‘. complex.

'WHEN ~COLEMAN - took
term ag mayor of Riverside
which ‘had been mcorporated

” since 1883, he found about $326

S

* municipal

deposited in’ the bank ‘to the
‘g(wer’nment ac-
count.

Today, the balance is over

: $20,000.

Once a bhig sawmill wwn
with over 30 cars of lumber a
day being loaded up for trans-
portation: to otber areas,
Riverside’s -economy- had
dwindled to almost nothing.

- The 1960 census showed about
. 126 persons living ‘there.

The city limits of Riverside

. extended a radius of one mile

- from the

mayor’'s
which was built in 1946,
THE CITY LIMITS have

home,

- now been extended six miles,
* taking in the tourist develop-
- ment of Logan Martin Lake,
. and stretching into the pe-

has inflated tremendously in
Mayor Coleman’s favor.
Today, his 10-acre tract con-
tains the Riverside Marine,
where hundreds of expensive
boats . tie up, a Holiday Inn,
two filling stations and a
candy specially shop.

‘THE “MAYO ISN'T selling,
but - his less-than $2,000 land
now is worth more than §$1
million!

‘When not acting as mayor,
or running his - milling or
poultry - industry, or oversee-
ing. the Marina, which he

and house all the functions of
municipal government.

The mayor is working to
prepare Riverside for speed-
way. and water recreation
prosperity.

As a negotiator, financier,
engineer, executive and fish-
erman, he is sure to land the
catch he is seeking.

And he insists he is going to
do it in his own way—no
loans, no grants, only old-
fashioned cash-on-the-the-bar-

‘rel head. '

“leases, Mayor Coleman dons a
‘railroad cap. -

“As “second oldest seniority
employe of Southern Railroad,
Mayor Colemar: is engineer on
the ‘Seutherner’s rum from
Birmingham to Atlanta. He
owns Riverside Milling Co.,
‘has over 200,000 laying hens,
operates Riverside Milling
‘Commisary, Riverside Invest-
‘ment Co., and is vice presi-
dent of Anniston Production
Credit Corp.

Although he leases River-
side Marina to someone else,
he still maintains an active
interest in it.

‘HE FEELS when the speed-
way fans throng to the Talla-
dega International Speedway,
Riverside ~will reap the
profits. S

“We -are only seven miles
from. the track,’ he said,
“and ‘we will have the closest
‘mixed drinks’ bar to the af-
“fair,” The word will pass
around and folks will come
here.”

. “We are operating in the
black, too,” said the mayor. |
“We have police protection,
street lights, natural gas ser-
vice, fire protection, and free
garbage pick-up.”

Drawings have been OK'd
for the new city hall, which
will have 3,200 square feet |




<

‘probably could wear

he
still
another as being a person
who does things differently.

FOR INSTANCE, Mayor

In addition to this,

- Coleman is planning to build a
‘ new city hall without federal
- assistance!

And more important, he

: plans to pay for the new

. municipal

building without

‘pegotiating a loan, floating
' bonds or seeking a grant.

Mayor Coleman _plans to

‘ pay cash for the mew cily

hall!
This is but another chapter

_in the political life "of Cole-
' man, who is serving his third

‘ term as mayor of Riverside-

“poler games with large utility

—a political career that has
seen him break rules, win

; firms, and parley a $1,200 plot
¢ of land into a million-dollar-

ok o s 1 2 T b

complex.

WHEN - COLEMAN: ' togk
term as mayor of Riverside
which had been incorporated
since 1883, he found ‘about $326

deposited in the bank to the

municipal government ac-
count. :

Today, the balance is over
$20,000.

Once a hig sawmill town

: with over 30 cars of lumber a
; day being loaded up for trans-

A e e

portation 1o other areas,
Riverside’s economy had
dwindled to almest nothing.

. The 1960 census showed about
126 persons living there.

The city limits of Riverside

_ extended a radius of one mile

. from the

mayor’s
which was built in 1946.
THE CITY LIMITS have

home,

_ now been extended six miles,
. taking in the tourist develop-

ment of Logan Martin Lake,
and stretching into the pe-
rimeter of the rich potential
of the Talladega Speedway.
Through some rather heavy
‘* ey e -ball-{o-eye-ball” nego-
tiating, the mayor succeeded

+ in swapping a plot of land he

. owned with a 10-acre tract

owned by Alabama Power Co.
on an even trade.
The Power Company had

the tract for a possible steam
' plant construction site, but

¢ later decided
. Wilsonville,

to build at
The company

. needed the land the mayor
. owned for some gas valves, .

The even exchange of land

. valued at less than $2,000 then

million!

When not acting as mayor,
‘or running his milling or
poultry industry, or oversee-
ing the Marina, which he
leases, Mayor Coleman dons a
railroad cap.

As second oldest seniority
employe of Southern Railroad,
Mayor Coleman is engineer on
the Southerner’s run from
Birmingham to Atlanta. He
owns Riverside Milling Co.,
has -over 200,000 laying hens,
operates = Riverside Milling
‘Commisary, Riverside Invest-
ment C€o., and is vice presi-
dent of Anniston Production
Credit Corp.

Although he leases River-
side Marina to someone else,
he still maintains an active
interest in it.

“HE FEELS when the speed-
way fans throng to the Talla-
dega International Speedway,
Riverside will reap the
‘profits. '
~“We are only seven miles
from the track,” he said,
“and we will have the closest
‘mixed drinks’ bar fo the af-
fair. The word will pass
around and folks will come
here.”

‘“We are operating in the
black, too,” said the mayor.
“We have police protection,
street lights, natural gas ser-
vice, fire protection, and free
garbage pick-up.”
~ ‘Drawings have been OK'd
for the new city hall, which
will have 3,200 square feet

AU NE {USISLY U 15 Euing w
de it in his own way—no
loans, no grants, only old-
fashioned cash-on-the-the-bar-
rel head.




Well, if you want to see
had pest take Highway 31

‘my: behalf and: reminded me

~ and Canoe Creek near Attalla,

With several times in Gadsden some 20 years ago with the late
Mayor Herbert Meighan and our friend, 1. C. Inger, the lawyer
— but-surely that man well knows Highway 11 from Jefferson
line o _Efowah" es through St Clair County the whole
distance. Blou

anything from-St.

£ B‘lou‘nt}Countﬁ{,‘ you
ghway 11" which takes you

tank of gasol

St Clair Engineer Pillk
-§ 1nglon expressed his shame in -

. that T was ‘speaking of the
beauteous trail between “Argo:

- Conrad' Buffington wrote me

4 all the way from Chicago and -
~ deelared: ‘q thought you were "
the 'same newspaper .man. ge
had the privilege of lunching

me beautiful scenery but don’t take

“Highway 11 in 1}

Although 1 ]
friends in Bloi
they know it’

nie. (You kn

~ you know that
-County was
. Birmingham?

lere . . . Everybo ¥ knows. of
as a famous Southern: spa way
‘back when . e
8t Clair G nty. w =
- base for Gen.' Ay - Jack-
~ son’s Fort Strother during the =
‘ s of 1813-14.

~digion p
along t
in 1546: . :
You can find plenty 1o see
and  think = about in hoth
~Blount and St. Clair counties,
And if it's hunting and fishing
~cither county can provide
e more than enough.
One of ‘these days I'm. going to write Keith’s Knife' and
Fork Pilgrimage- through Alabama’s 67 Counties, ‘a’ literary -
work -inspired he . m ‘handsome - meals I have. been.
served in my: favorite. sia The‘A‘ppl'ek Pie, Buttermilk: and
Cornbread ABC’s of the highways: and crossroads of a_country
where 'you can always find a palate-teasing meal if you know
where to Jook. T I ‘ e
Hugh Choat says he thinks T-was only foolin
e wrong  county, No, I just

g when I put
went " sort: of

highway daffy.
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Yevelopmmer

,;.%;E}

tours St. Clmr

‘PELL. CITY May - ‘79 B
Busmess and. civie Ieadels ‘of
st "Iau’ County entertamed
‘Q;e State Rural Area Develop—

ment Commxttee Friday. and
took . visitors ‘on a  tour

raged: under RAD

: proglam .

Ahe

Dmmg a luncheon mcetmg

atzthe ultrasmodern Pine Har-
bor Mdzma Probate
Hoyt B. Hannlton and 0lhe1
St.: Clair léders were ‘compli-

muxted on their achievements'

under-the RAD program. This
‘appraisal was  delivered
‘Gen. W. E. Todd, chairman of

the State RAD Commlttee and:

‘assistant dnu,tox .of the Stafe
Planning and Industrial De-
vehnent Board

: vadent everywhele oi - the

tour was the work ‘that has

.been done (v relocate roads

inundated by ihe bhack waters
fron Logau Martin Dam, as

well as the numbers of mod-

e motels, marinas and Othex

* Kk k ok k Kk

;are
,Iél]\ﬁ. .

of
some: of . the:: facilities " that
have, been aﬂswted or. encou-

Judge

by

. Alabama

reueatwnal insta]lati(ms that
vlowmg up along tlxg

m WAR EASY to " 'see the
industrial potential - of the
county, - much’ of “which :lies
between . the routes of two
Inlerstate ‘highways, near the
Coosa  River “and near. 1311

tr ansportation:.

“ Visitors saw the 400( foot
airport runway, which. ad;olns

the nine-hole country club golf -
Judge Hamxlton ex-.

course.
plained that ‘the Tunway, as
well “as' the roads which lead

“to:it, 'will be paved ‘soon, An

anpmt ‘hangar - also vull be'

built: soon.

These improvements ate: ex-

pected lo make " the -airport
Industrial. sites  more altrac-

tive lo industry.

~In the meetmv' at Pme”
Harbor Marmd, the Qtate
RAD  Committee . discussed

deve]opments in the Economic
Oppmtumty ngram, and

“how it enay - affect exxstmg

programs, .

CITOWAS POI\TTFD out thaf
has -heen
inte 26 areas for. EOP activit-
ies, with"St, Clair.placed ‘in.a
group . with .Blount - and . Cull-
man, Counties. .
Beginning: at the. Pell Cxty
Courthouse, - the -tour. covered

divided:

em gmﬁp

the - Pell CJLV Health Center,

Meehan -Poullry. Plant,
Meat Processing™ Plant, Pell

1 City Water System, TFeed Ser-

vice - Co.,..Rabbit . Branch
Marina, Bmthets 4 Motel.and

' Big Bull Restaurant, St. Clair
_County Airport and’Pine Har-

bhor Marina,

An - interesting - sidelight

. along the way was the Town

& Counlry.-Food Mart, with

“hoat hndmg o a(u)mmodale

the float-in trade.

Smi th :



The

Girminghin
ﬁamp Wmnalaska
is 50 years old

BY RAYMOND SMITH
News stalf writer

Today. as rockets spurted
across the Independence Day
sky and countless families
gather to celebrate the Fourth
of July, three generations of
Alabama campers returned to

Camp Winnataska 10 com-
memorate its 50th anniver-
sary.

Every year for the past half
century, hundreds of Bnmmg—
ham children have flocked to
the. 1,420 - acres of ~fields,
mountains, and streams own-

ed and administered by ' the

TNl Ty ¥, )%57

Birmingham Sunday  Scheol
Council and located 25 miles
east of the city.

The . semi-centennial . - ce-
“lebration featured a barbecue
dinner at noon, followed by
entertainment in Brewer Cha-
pel 2 to 3 pam.

Representatives of ey u\one
— this year's Lampers, their
paxents even the “old tim-
ers” — g part of Winnataska’s
five decades of-fun, presented

~a  brief resume - of favorite
memories. ]

Thenon'-den ominational
camp, accredited by - the
American Camping Associa-
tion, provides young campers
with an abundance of sum-
mertime activity.

A usual weekly Session in-
cludes nature hikes, overnight
camps, arts and crafts, horse-
back riding, " and rounds of
athletics. hel!v Creek, a large
swimming pool, and even gz
small. lake  offer boating,
swimming,
of all types.

and water sports ]
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Outdoors South, September

by STEVE PRICE

Hawk Watching in Alabama

September’s warm, sunny days are
ideal times to observe the fall bird
migrations into the South.

An excellent place to see hawks
winging to warmer weather is at Bald
Rock, approximately 20 miles east of
Birmingham.

While many of the hawks, such as
sharp-shinned and Cooper’s hawks,
will be moving past singly or in small
groups, others like the broad-winged
hawks often migrate in populations of
over 100 birds.

Bald Rock is like many Southern
mountain ridges in that prevailing winds
create updrafts and thermals, which the
hawks ride during their migrations.

To reach Bald Rock from Birming-
ham, follow U.S. 78/1-20 east for
20 miles, and exit at Cook Springs.
Continue north approximately 4 miles
to the intersection of State 174, and
turn west. Go about 1 mile to an un-
numbered dirt road leading to the left.
Follow this road to a fire lookout tow-

30 Southern Living

er, and you're on the ridge. You can
walk around to find the best exposed
viewing areas.

There are no facilities on the ridge,
so take your own water as well as your
bird identification books and binoculars.

- — .~ —






I’I"S ‘A NEARLY 1,000-acre, lush
green history book. It’s a tiny
chunk ' of Switzerland, complete
_with mini-mountains. Or maybe
it’s a meditation center, trans-
planted from India. .
Then again, it could be an
earthly effort at Alice’s Wonder-
land, or the beautiful countryside
of the Land of the Wizard of Oz—
without the witches. It’s a bit of
the-Old West, with Indian villages
and all the trappings..
. It’s a place where a fellow can
go, and like this writer, meet the
girl who'’s to be his wife. A person
" can also meet his God there, in a
fresh and revitalizing sort of way.
 The place is Camp Winnataska,
30 miles east of Birmingham. It's
50 years old this month. ‘
- Wrapped up in those 50 years is
more Alabama history than a
whole squad of writers could
crank  out: . and put. in .a
book. \

A

IT 'ALL BEGAN when Lucien
Brown told Dr. Elwyn Bal-
‘lard about a secluded spot in St.
“Clair County, that might provide
‘good camping for his scouts.

As he heard of rock-surrounded
“Kelley's Creek, which poured into
a tree-draped natural pool, creat-
ing a foamy white waterfall, he
knew he would have to see it for
himself.

So it was the Boy Scouts who
did the “initial ‘scouting’ of the
-area. Dr. Ballard, with a group of
- his boys, set up camp at Winna-
taska in 1916.

Just as he -suspected, Dr. Bal-
lard fell ‘in ‘love with the place,
and purchased acreage for a sum-
mer ‘home. But he was afraid:the
site might be too inaccessible for
use by the Scouts, and envisioned
a Sunday School camp on the spot.

THE MAIN"camp, ‘to this very
day, ~is still- tucked seven
miles inside the. forest. It’s reach- .

lays a vital role in the life of Camp Winnataska as illustrated by ed now by a smooth paved road. . -

this religious service under the sky
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kind indeed

'BY WALLACE HENLEY

Th'ef Birmingham Sunday

School - Association, which had
been formed in 1908 to help train-
Sunday School workers, was alert»
ed to the possibility of a campon
the St. Clair County site.

In 1918, the Association bought

the land, planning to use it for

summer camps for youth.

Mrs. Ballard was askedton’atiie \

the . camp, ‘and she picked,
“Winnataska,” the name of an
Indian’ princess who was the sub-

ject of a legend based in the

region. ‘

According -~ to.  the }egend,
Winnataska ‘was_in -love with a
brave who was killed in a battle.
When' she found his body, she
carried it to the creek; and drop-
ped it in, burying the body there.

Then,  Winnataska  herself

Jumped in, and “joined her lov-

er

The legend is. stxll graphically

enacted at the camp each sum-
mer. .

‘Myra Batchelder at that time
general secretary. of the. Sunday

~School Association, with the help
of: Harry Denman -a Methodist
vouth worker, offxc:ally opened ;

Camp Wmnataska in June 1918.

THE FIRST campers arrived

from Birmingham via a train,
which found its way into subse-

quent camp lore, as the “puffer

belly

When they got to the tiny

village which served as a “rail-
head” for the camp, they made

the rest of the trek on- foot by

wagon or in one of those clatter-
ing old trucks that were the peak

A few of the boys got toge
back in 1




, jumped'in, ~and *“joined - her lov-
“er.)

The legend is still graphically
enacted at the camp each “sum-
mer. .

Myra Batchelder at that time
general secretary of the Sunday
School Association, with the help
of  Harry Denman, ‘a Methodist
vouth . worker, officially - opened
Camp Wmnataska in June 1918.

THE FIRST campers arrived

from Birmingham via a train,
which found its way into subse. ‘
quent camp lore, as’ the “puffer
‘belly.”?

When  they got ‘to the tiny
village “which served 'as a ‘“‘rail-
head’ for the camp, thev made
the rest of the trek on foot, by
wagon, or in one of those clatter-
ing old trucks that were the peak

1956 everybody was having : Things do change, so by 1966 they were having a ball in
old swimming hole. the new Camp Winnataska swimming pool



of modernity at that time.
Latter-day campers at Winna-

“taska like " to prxde ‘themselves
in the rustic

over ‘roughing it”
~cabins now on the camp grounds.
But their 1918 predecessors

could tell them a thmg or two

1918-stvle meant you slept .
in a tent, since there weren’t any

buildings on thé original 120 acre
site. ..

‘In 1920, [;th;e' campers got to
“come in from the cold.” Four

camper’s  huts,

established at or.because o
Winnataska. For example ‘there
was “The Humdinger,” described

as Birmingham’s “‘ﬁrst boy S re—

yhgmus newspaper.

It counted  among its editors

aspiring  young journalists, like -

Vincent ,Townsend, now vice
president and assistant to the
pubhsher of The Blrmmgham

a director’s hut,
‘mess hall and recreational bmld
ing were built.

ALL KINDS of “firsts” were ~ Winnataska.

News; and Turner J

’TV editor for The N

The years have I
She
sizable swimming po
placed the old n
“hole” that had ser
pose for several dec:
‘The camp wears 1
al bright new facili
for the person who t
gic -stroll - over the.
still, -after 50 . .year
Camp Winnataska.




at that tlmeA

campers at Winna-
0 pnde themselves
1g at”

n the camp grounds.
1918 _predecessors.
em a thing or two
Camping at Winna-
vle, meant you slept
ice there weren’t any
the original 120-acre

he campers got to
>m the cold.” Four

“in the" rustxc,'

Vincent Townsend,

camper’s - huts, ‘a du'ectors hut,
mess hall and recreational build-
ing were built.

ALL KINDS of ‘“firsts” were

established at or because of

‘Winnataska. For. _example, there

. was “The Humdinger,” described

as’ Bin kmghams’ “ﬁrst boys re-
hglous newspaper 2

It counted among its edltors‘

aspiring young ]ournahsts like

presxdent and assistant to the
‘publisher: of The Blrmmgham

‘now - vice’

News; and Turner Jordan, radio-
TV editor for The News. ;
The years have been gcod to
Wmnataska She ‘now - sportsa
sizable swimming pool, which re-
placed the old ruddy-bottomed
‘“hole” that had served the pur-
pose for several decades.
The camp wears proudly sever-
‘al bright new facilities. But even
for the person who takes a nostal-
gic stroll over the grounds, it’s
still, after 50 years, the same
Camp  Winnataska. (
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Eiephan} Rock,
a bit of ‘a snob

... Horse Pens 4(

BY TRACY McG!VERN

~.still has the old sheepskin signed by the Presxdent

of the United States,

AT FIRST ‘HYATT  trimmed a narrow trail .

‘down the side of the mountain—just wide
enough to accommodate sure-footed oxen—in order

‘to bring up supplies from the store.- Later he took

two. oxen and home-made road~workmg equxp~
ment and in 11 days built an ox-wagon road up
the mountain. Little additional xmprovement on
Hyatt's original road was made until recent years.
- Many things have changed since: -Hyatt’s first
days-on Chandler Mountain. A grandson, Manley,
can haul ‘a load of beans to the Birmingham
curb market in 60 minutes and bring back store
supphes in a shiney bright truck,
“But the Horse Pens 40 has remamed the same
'I‘HE CUP AND SAUCER ROCK-a fantasy of
pature—is to your left as you enter the
Horse Pens 40 acreage beneath a big high and
smooth overhang. You pass. through an-arched
doorway where Indian chiefs must have stood to
allow the Horse Pens wind currents to cool them.
" There simply isn’t time in one afterncon to
see all the nature-sculptured wonders. You can
take a short side trip up some stone stairs to the
right and have a look at the Angry Serpent, or
you can keep along the main trail through a
twilight cave where Aunt Pluma Hyatt’s cow
used to lie in the cool. You. turn a.curve into

_sunshine and see another half dozen wonders be-

fore reaching Uncle Dinosaur.

AFTER A VISIT with this ancient creature,
solid stone trail will lead you around a

curve and up a slight incline to Japanese Rock;

a high area that caters mostly to lichen, moss,

Shelte’r Rock, one of Horse Pens’
many overhangs.

white sandstone-and tiny miniature trees.

From Japanese rock. the trail leads downward
through a ferny cool trail along a spring branch,
Here again you must choose. A 30-minute side-
trip will take you through the Garden of Eden,
and beyond to Lmdbergh’s Garden of  Solitude
where those who haye been too: much with the
d mif : tarry for meditation.

The mam traxl furns: sharply to the right,
leads through the. amphxtheatre and squarely
through the main Horse Pens, where the Indians

kept their horses. A zig-zag trxp thmugh ‘a maze

of ‘formations and promptly yowre out on Plat-
form Rock looking straight at the Elephant’s Eye,’

"I‘HERE -ARE TWO 'WAYS to get on top of
Elephant Rock. Leap a canyon between the

elephant’s head and the Frozen Toad, or walk

up a leaning pole through the elephant’s back.

From Overlook Rock you can see distant toy-
like cars on heavily-traveled 231. Another side
trail-takes you to Turkey Rock and other fan:
tastic- formations. ‘The main trail leads beneath
the biggest. single overhang in the entire Horse
Pens 40—an overhang big enough to shelter a
company of men.

There are -a half-dozen other major forma-
tions between the big overhang and Cloud Nine,
a high ‘billowy - cloud-like rock covering several
acres.  You'll want to meander ahout here for a
spell - before taking the steps down where you
come face-to-face ‘again with Cup and Saucer
Rock. ‘

Horse Pens 40 xs being developed by a group
of Huntsville business men and will be accessible
to automobiles by September. * % K




Elephant Rock,
a-bit of a snob

... Horse Pens 4(

BY TRACY McGIVERN

still has the old sheepskm signed by the President

of the United States.

AT FIRST HYATT trimmed a narrow trail
™ .down the side of the mountain—just wide

enough to accommodate sure-footed oxen—in order

to bring up supplies from the store; Later he. took

two ‘oxen and -home-made road-workmg equip-

ment and in 11 days built an ox-wagon road up

the mountain.: Little additional improvement on.

Hyatt’s original road was made until recent years.

Many things have changed since Hyatt’s first -
days on Chandler Mountain. A grandson, Manley,

can “haul ‘a load of beans to the ‘Birmingham
curb market in 60 minutes and bring back store
supplies in a shiney bright truck,
“But the Horse Pens 40 has remained the same.
"I‘HE CUP AND SAUCER ROCK-—a fantasy of
nature—is to your left “as you ‘enter the
Horse Pens 40 acreage beneath a big - high and
smooth overhang. You pass through an: arched
doorway where Indian chiefs must have stood to
allow the Horse Pens wind currents.to cool them,
" “There ‘simply isn’t: time in one_ afternoon to
see all the nature-sculptured wonders. You can
take a short side trip up some stone stairs to the
right and have a look at the Angry Serpent, or
you can keep along the main trail through a

twilight cave where Aunt- Pluma Hyatt's cow -

used to lie in the ‘cool. You turn a curve into

sunshine and see another half dozen wonders be-

fore reaching Uncle Dinosaur.

AF"I‘ER A VISIT with this ancient creature, a
solid - stone -trail will lead you .around a

curve and up a slight incline to Japanese Rock,

a high area that caters mostly te lichen, moss,

Sheltéf Rock, one of Horse Pens’
many overhangs.

white sandstone and tiny miniature trees.

From Japanese rock-the trail leads downward
through a ferny cool ‘trail along a spring branch,
Here again you must cheoose, A 30-minute side-

_ trip will take you through the Garden of Eden,
~and beyond to Lindbergh's ‘Garden -of Solitude

where ‘those who have been too much with the
“world mlght want to tarry for meditation.

The main trail turns sharply to the right,
" leads through the ‘amphitheatre ‘and" squarely
through the main Horse Pens, where the Indians
kept their horses, A zig-zag trip through a'maze
of ‘formations and promptly you’re out on Plat.
form Rock looking straight at the Elephant s Eye.

RE -ARE TWO WAYS to get on top of

Elephant Rock, Leap a canyon between the
elephant’s head and. the Frozen Toad, or walk
up_ a leaning pole. through the elephant’s back.

From Overlook Rock you can see distant toy-
like cars on heavily-traveled 231. Another side
trail ‘takes you to Turkey Rock and other fan-
tastic -formations. The main trail leads beneath
the biggest single overhang ‘in  the entire ‘Horse
Pens 40—an overhang big enough to -shelter a
company of ‘men.

There are a half-dozen’ other maJor forma-
tions between the big overhang and Cloud Nine,
a high  billowy. cloud-like rock covering several
acres. You'll want to meander ahout here for a

- spell ‘before -taking. the steps down where you

come face-to~face again’ thh Cup and Saucer
Rock. ;
Horse Pens 40 1s being developed by a group
of Huntsville business men and will be accessible
to automobiles by September. b b <

Horse Pens 40, now being developed, is near intersection of Highways 1 1 and 231
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" ook you don’l

the center for a handle. This formation is near entrance to Horse Pens 40.

Alabama s answer o Mt Rushmore
—the Rox Brothers.

THE GOOD LORD ﬂun
gether‘he 1eft one. bodacious puzztement 0.

_the top of Chandler Mountain hetween Oneonta
-and Ashvﬂle: ear the in ‘sectxon of U. S. High-

It’s a 'nature'sculptured k‘ ,
40. And to stand

such’ wonderment be this. close to populatxon
centers such as Birmingham, Gadsde! neonta
“yet be almost nknown for 100

ably'ls the answer.

WHEN OHN HYA’I‘T came e to Chandler Moun—

tam in the last quarter of the 19th Century

‘there wasn' even a path up the west - sxde of

' 3mmg in from Georgxa wnth his wife
a tired horse, pushed. to the western
M_ndler Mountam and dro pe a pxllow

~of'the strangest rock formations he e\ier seen.

~Among these odd formations he found a sculp-

‘tured pen that would hold his horse without

fencing. - He later learned from earlier settlers

) long before hadusei the Horse

Pens 40. for the same purpose. (40, for the 40

acres comprising ‘the area. The formations were

cit by sutface and ground water ver: mxmons
of: years). :

- Hyatt entered the Horse Pens 40 through the

“ old Huntsvxlle Land Office and set about popu-
“lating his western end of the mountain with seven

boys and two gn'ls A grandson, Orvxlle Hyatt,

Modern art vs. art of the ages.






ST. CLAIR COUNTY

ONE OF THE FIRST & BRIGHTEST
STARS TO FALL ON ALABAMA

St. Clair County is located in north-
central Alabama at the southern tip
of the Appalachian Mountain
Range. Its beauty is marked with
wooded mountains and quiet
valieys through which run sparkling
streams. The eastern edge is
delineated by the Coosa River. The
river has two dams located in St.
Clair County, the Neely Henry and
the Logan Martin, creating
backwaters offering all kinds of
water sports: fishing, boating,
waterskiing, sailing, swimming.

The county also has two interstate
highways, Interstate 59 connecting
Birmingham and Chattanooga and
Interstate 20 connecting
Birmingham and Atlanta.

The bustling city of Pell City is the
industrial center of the county
offering convenient shopping
centers, fine dining, and motels.
The civic center complex has
facilities for many activities,

indoor and outdoor. The adjoining
lake has boating and fishing
activities.

Moody, only a few minutes from
Birmingham, has also become a
growing industrial center.
Straddling Interstate 20, Moody
has large shopping centers, fine
restaurants and the largest auto
auction in the southeast.
Ashville steps back in time with
many historic homes and museums.
History comes alive as one walks

9

through the homes built almost two
centuries ago. In the mountains north
of Ashville, unusual rock formations
amaze visitors. It has been reported
that Indians used the rocks as a corral
for wild horses, hence its name, Horse
Pens 40. Nearby is Legion Town,a
replica of an old western town where
gun fights are often staged during hot
summer days. Southeast of Ashville is
a authentic museum which recalls the
year 1820 when John Looney settled in
the county. He built an unusual log
house with a double dog-trot. Adog
trot is an open-ended hall through the
middle of the house. John Looney's
cabin has one upstairs and one
downstairs.

For those who prefer a more modern
setting, the Greensport Marina is
nearby. The marina offers picnicking,
boating, fishing, and other water
sports.

Spnngvme has retained the old-town :
flavor in its restored store buildings.
Most of the towns of St. Clair County
have the same irrisistible charm of
small-town living.

While the waters teem with fish, the
forests are filled with wildlife: deer,
rabbits, squirrels, quail, wild turkeys.
Hunting and fishing were activities
pursued by the early settlers and,
today, many residents of and visitors
to the county do the same. :
Whether you prefer the exciting
activities (motor boating, water
skiing, tennis, swimming, auto drag -
racing) or the slower-paced (fishing,
sailing, hunting, hiking, museum
browsing, shopping), St. Clair County
is the place to be.



ASHVILLE

Ashville, with a population of 1480, is a small,
quiet town with many amenities of a larger town,
Itwas established in 1822 as the county seat.
The courthouse has records, maniage, deed,
estate, etc, dating back to the early 1800's.
HISTORICAL SITES ; ‘
Ashville Museum & Archives, Masonic Lodge
Museum, Inzer House Museum, all located
within walking distance of courthouse. John
Looney Pioneer Homestead, built about 1820, is
a two-story log house located near Ashville.
THINGSTODO : :

The City Park has tennis courts, softball fields,
walking trails. Greensport Marina has picnicing,
boating, fishing. Horsepens 40 has unique rock
formations and various activities during the year.
A Civil War re-enactment of Rousseau's Raid is
held annually coordinated with a Tour of
Historical Homes. Several gift & antique shops
offer unique shopping. R

PLACES TO STAY

The Roses & Lace Bed & Breakfast Inn offers
rooms in a historic home.

WHERE TO EAT

Sandra's Restaurant, Johnny's on the Square,

Sharp's Bar-B-Que.

For further information, call Town Hall 594-4151
or Margaret Evans 594-7002 or Hope Burger
594-5517 ,

The John Looney House
Pioneer Museum

Branchville, population about 1000, is a

town but was not incorporated until 19

town was.settled around 1818 byaman
named William ‘Watscn,erhEn“thelma was:

- Montevallo route. The Nelms family owneda =

grist mill & lumber mill. In front of their lovely ;

- home was a drinking fountain constructe

rock & a goldfish pond. Many converts wer
baptized in the pond. The fresh, cool water :
supplying the fountain & pond came from the

_Eliza Jane Medicinal Springs. Water from this =

spring flowed to residents by means of gravity.
HISTORICAL SITES o

" The Robison-Smith House, ¢ 1900; the ‘Nelknijs L

House builtin 1879. - , ;
PLACES TO STAY SRR Gt
The nearest lodging is in Moody. Camping: = -
Holiday. Trav-L-Park 900 Old Ashville Rd. 640-
5300, Moody. ‘ S
WHERE TO EAT

Jiffs Bar-B-Que . o

For further information, Ken Hodges 629-5481

* Robison-Smith House
¢ 1800




MOODY

Moody, with a populatxon of 6500, 1s"‘ smz
country. town with big city oonv;encr‘

in the southeast.

 PLACES TO STAY

Super 8 Motel (50 rooms) 2451 Mood
Parkway 640-7091 e
Comfort Inn (50+ rooms), The Vallag o
Moody Shopping Center. Camping: Holoday
Trav-L-Park 900 Old AshvilleRd. .
640-5300

WHERE TO EAT

Arby’s, 2033 Village Dr. 640-2606; Bamboo o

House, 2001 Moody Parkway 640-2888;

Bobby's Sports Lounge; 2325 Moody Parkway =
640-9979, Carlisle’s Bar-B-Que, 2333 Moody s

Parkway 640-6880; Cracker Barrel, 2003
Village Parkway 640-2478; Pizza Hut, 2030
Village Dr. 640-6042; Shaw's Bar-B-Que, 740
Park Ave. 640-5023; Subway, 2170 Moody
Parkway 640-2542; Twin Dragon

The Will Watson Home
Odenville
1911

ODENVILLE

Odenville, a quaint, quiet town, has a
population of 796. It has several very old
homes and churches.

HISTORICAL SITES

Liberty Cumberland Presbyterian Church
1850; Maddox-Whitten Home 1904; Ed Ware
Home 19086; Hagwcod-Scoggins Home 1908;
Watson Home 1911; Riddle Home 1912;
Masonic Hall 1922.

THINGS TO DO

Odenville has a very picturesque park with a
walking trail under the trees and over a small
stream. There is a Christmas Parade the
first Thursday after Thanksgiving.

PLACES TO STAY

The nearest lodging is at Moody.

WHERE TO EAT

Chuck's Restaurant, 46 Burgess Dr. 629-
5710; Mama D's Pizza, 13700A US Hwy 411
629-2255

For further information, call City Hall 629-6366
or Joe Whitten 629-5575
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PELL ClTY

PLACES TO STAY o

Ramada levted 1410 Park H|l| Pkwy 338-
1314

Big Bull Motel POB )

3344 T

PELL CITY

Pell City, with a population of approximately
17000, is the largest city in St. Clair County.
it is on Interstate 20 between Birmingham and
Atlanta and on US Highway 231, known as the
short route to Florida. Nestled comfortable in
the foothills of the Appalachians, it offers a .
breathtaking view from the surrounding
mountains. Pell City was made the second
county seat in the early 1900's. For many
years, St. Clair was the only county in
America with two full-service county seats.
THINGS TO DO

Logan Martin Lake offers all forms of water
sports. The Pell City Civic Center has
numerous activities during the year including
exercise classes. Next to the Center is the
Lakeside Park offering nature trails, picnic
facilities, boat launches and piers for fishing.
The grounds of the Center has tennis courts
and basebali & softball complexes. A walking
trail is located on Hwy 78E. A nine-hole golf
course is available to the public. Yearly
events include the Annual Air Fair, the
Christmas Parade and the Miss Logan Martin
Pageant.

For further inf n, contact the Peli: Crty
Chamber ofC mmerce (205 ”338 3377 :




RAGLAND

Ragland, orgmalty known as Trout Creek has a

population of 1807, Trout Creek was a farming

town until coal was discovered. Coal and other
minerals brought industrialists fro ‘Atlanta,
Pennsylvania, and New. Jersey It Quickly
became the industrial center of the county
having brick.and cement mant Iring as well
as coal mining. Ragland was mcorporated in_:
1899, ;

HlSTORICAL SlTES ‘

been renovated and is
train station has been rest
Depot Museum and house
railroad history and Raglz
_ home is a Sears Roeb

‘the mail order compan
monument near Ragla
supply camp built by And
‘and used during the lnd: ,
THINGS TO DO .
Fishing, boating; ptcmcmg & smmmxng are
activities enjoyed above &
Henry Dam near Ragland. q
seen & purchased at Chandler's Aanue ‘Shop.
The annual Trout Creek Day brings vendors
with arts & crafts, entertalnment & food.
PLACES TO STAY.
The nearest lodging is at the Ramada Inn in Pel!
City.
WHERE TO EAT
Chef T's, Lil Cheryl's
For further information, call Town HaII 472-2151
or Rubye Slsson 472-2992 :

The Ragland Depot
Museum

RIVERSIDE

i R:vers:de |s a town of 1 200

Estabhshed in 1882 as Readmon the
town was renamed and mcorporated as

. Riverside in 1886. For years, it was the
county’s largest mdustnal center. In

1864, the main part of town was raised

- over 14 feet to allow for constructlon of

the Logan Martin Dam.
HISTORICAL SITES
Coleman House, Coleman Ave., built in
1848, .

Morris House, Moms St., built in- 1876
Bukacek House, River St.; built in 1872

Old River Bridge, builtin . as a part

of the Bankhead Hwy. The bridge has

the classic structure of bridges built

during that era.

Coleman Cemetery, Cemetery Rd.,

founded in 1841

THINGS TO DO

A town park & playgrotind offers

picnicing & recreation, walking track &

ball field. - Fishing & boating are popular
sports on the Logan Martin backwaters,
PLACES TO STAY

Best Western Riverside Inn at

Interstate 20's exit 162 has a 70 room ,
capacity. Phone 338-3381 or 1-800-528-
1234. Camping: Dogwood Meadows
Campground Hwy 77 & 78, Lincoin.
WHERE TO EAT

The Ark, Hwy 78 East 338-7420

Hal's Hungry Bear, in the Best Western
Riverside Inn 338-3889 .

Fincher's, Hwy 78 West 362—4366

For further information, call.Rhonda

Martin, Town Hall 338-7692 ; :




SPRINGVILLE

_ i : : . ol Springville, population about 2000, is a town
B ALADAMA @ AN IO R out of the past. The old store fronts are so
B L A?d%él;’ég’;%m‘r ‘9“" unique that scenes of the movie, Vern Miller,
-. ) . ‘ set in the 30's, were shot here. The town is
easily accessible from Interstate 59
HISTORICAL SITES
The Masonic Lodge, circa 1860, housing a
museum & the town library; the Woodall
building, circa 1880, one of the oldest known
hardware stores; the Allison-Kirkland building,
probably built in 1892; the House of Quilts.
THINGS TO DO
Homestead Holow, near Springville, offers a
look into pioneer life. There are a number of
annual events held at the site. Springville
holds an Old Tymes Day in May.
PLACES TO STAY
Nearest lodging can be found near Birmingham
on Interstate 59.
; WHERE TO EAT
STEELE ‘ In addition to Jacks Hamburger (Fast Food) at
intersection of | 59 & Ala Hwy 174 & Main
Street Pizza, Dairy Dip, & Granny's
Restaurant (all located on Main Street),
Springville has a four star restaurant, Cafe

Steele, located off Interstate 59, has a
population of 1046. The spirit of friendliness
and cooperation among its inhabitants has led

- S : Dupont, also located on Main Street.
" I Steele, you will v s ‘
:;:;as;g aghtlroy;:eotg(:efx? noieeey For further information, cal} Terry Lynn

HISTORICAL SITES ' Barrett, Chamber of Commerce 467-2339

Steele Hotel, built 1870; Curtis G. Beason s
Home, built 1840; Union & Deerman's Chapel
United Methodist Churchs; Shiloh Primitive )
Baptish Church. .
THINGS TO DO : ;

Horse Pens 40, located on Chandler Mountain
near Steele, was once a hiding place for
Confederate troops. -A highlight of the area is
the Rock Zoo, a collection of unusual rock
formations resembling animals. The Alabama
Internaticnal Dragway is a new attraction.
Carrara Cultured Marble; Inc., offers custom-
made marble tubs, showers & vanities.
PLACES TO STAY S

Gadsden offers the nearest lodging.

WHERE TO EAT o

Ole' Supper Club.

For further information, call Town Hall 538-
8145 '

Old Tymes Day
May



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

APRIL

Aprit 11,12-Horsepens 40 School Day

April 12,13,14-Horsepens 40 Native American
Festival

April 20-PALS St. Clair County Cleanup Day
MAY

May 4-Pell City Airport Annual Air Fair

May 5-Springvlile Old Tymes Day

May 10,11,12-Horsepens 40 Bluegrass
Festival

May 18-Alpha Ranch Annual Auction

May 31-June 1,2-Horsepens 40 Civil Way
Reenactment

JUNE

June 7,8,9-Homestead Hollow Summerfest
June 14,15-Horsepens 40 Tomato Jubilee
JULY

July 4,5,6-Horsepens 40 Arts & Crafts Festival
July 19,20-Horsepens 40 Bluegrass Festival
July 28-Pell City Miss Logan Martin Pageant
AUGUST

August 10-Horsepens 40 Country Music
August 31-Sept 1,2-Horsepens 40 Arts &
Crafts Festival

SEPTEMBER

Sept 20,21-Horsepens 40 Country Music
Sept 28-Ragland Trout Creek Day
OCTOBER

Oct 4,5-Horsepens 40 Country Music

Oct 4,5,6-Homestead Hollow Harvest Festival
Oct 12-John Looney Pioneer Homestead
Festival

Oct 18,18,20-Horsepens 40 Bluegrass Festival
Oct 31-Ragland Depot Museum Ghost
Storles

NOVEMBER

Nov 1,2,3-Homestead Hollow Christmas in
the Country

Nov 28,29,30-Horsepens 40 Arts & Crafts
Festival

DECEMBER

Dec 5-Cdenville Christmas Parade

Dec 12-Pell City Christmas Parade

Contributors:

St. Clair County Commission

L A H Realty

St. Clair County Tourism Council
St. Clair County Extension System




