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A Tribute To Those Who
Sounded The Trumpet

BY MATTIE LOU TEAGUE CROW
Two years from now our nation will celebrate its 200th birthday.
Already word is getting around. In fact the grapevine is working
overtime with news of how each of the {ifty states will observe this

most auspicious occasion. Imagine, if you can, a mass birthday -

party with 200 candles on the cake, and the whole world singing in
unison, ‘‘Happy birthday to you...." on July 4, 1976.

From Christopher Columbus (o the astronauts, people who have
se{ foot on this land have been adventurers, explorers, forever
pushing back the frontier. Among those who came a-pioneering into
the wilderness that later became the state of Alabama — in the
early nineteenth century — were men who had fought for freedom’s
cause at Lexington and Concord, Bunker Hill, and Yorktown.

As far as has been determined, no less than twelve Revolutionary -

War Veterans lie buried in St. Clair Counly soil. As we plan for the
celebration, two years in the future, let us do a bit of research in
order to learn where these old soldiers are buried and some facis
about their lives. We shall need help, soif you have a Revolutionary
War veteran ancestor whose grave is within the county, please
notifly the OBSERVER.

Today's story will be the first of the series.

Jacob Nathaniel Green and his wife, Fanny Acre Green, made
the hazardous journey from York County, South Carolina, to St.
Clair County, Alabama, in the early 1820's. Al that time Jacob
Green was fifly-three years old and a veteran of the American
Revolution, having fought at an early age with South Carolina
troops.

By following an old Indian trail which had been somewhal
widened to take care of incoming traffic — ox wagons, mule teams,
a stage coach — the Greens found a beautiful grove of oaks and
chestnuts. Near al hand was a spring of wonderfully coof freestone
water. Here the lurge caravan of children, children-in-law,
grandchildren, and slaves made camp.

‘The place was so perfect for a homesile that Mr., Green journeyed
to the nearest Federal Land Office at Huntsville and entered land in
Townships 13 and 14.

Soon the commodious two-story house, built by Richard Crow,
was ready for occupancy. One of the Green sons was sent, with
wagons and slaves, back to Georgia to secure brick for the two
massive chimneys. Some years later Mr. Green sent to Huntsville
for the hand-planed weatherboarding which today covers the log
structure.

Since the Green home was in a strategic location, the stage
coach used it as a stop for the passengers to rest and refresh
themselves and to make a change of horses. Today this old house is
the only pioneer stagecoach inn left standing in ‘this part of
Alabama. One wing is entirely gone, as is the log kitchen that steod
in the back yard. Since the roof is in a deplorable condition, the
house is doomed. Properly restored it would surely be good for
another one hundred and fifty years. And what a tourist attraction
it would be!

Records in the Ashville Courthouse show that Jacob Green was a
true pioneer. He bought and sold many acres of land. He served as
foremian for grand juries, signed bonds for men who had been
elected to offfice and served as guardian for orphan children. In
1832, he sold his firsthome and moved to the river where he owned a
township of land stretching along the Coosa. This move came about
because Federal agents constantly advised that a ferry be located
on the Coosa and a post office established there.

Again Green employed Richard Crow to build his house and it
was a magnificent house for that day. Six rooms and each room
with its own chimney. Soon the house was known as ‘‘the house of
chimneys.” Several generations of Greens have occupied this
interesting struclure, the last being Maitie Lee Wright Green,
widow of Pele Green, who was the son of Abraham and the grand-

Continued On Page 13
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Two years from now our nation will celebrate its 200th birthday.
Already word is getting around. In fact the grapevine is working
overtime with news of how each of the fifty states will observe this

most auspicious occasion. Imagine, if you can, a mass birthday -

party with 200 candles on the cake, and the whole world singing in
unison, '‘Happy birthday to you...." on July 4, 1876.

From Christopher Columbus to the astronauts, people who have
sel foot on this land have been adventurers, explorers, forever
pushing back the frontier. Among those who came a-pioneering into
the wilderness thal later became the state of Alabama — in the
early nineteenth century — were men who had fought for freedom’s
cause al Lexington and Concord, Bunker Hill, and Yorktown.

As far as has been determined, no less than twelve Revolutionary -

War Veterans lie buried in St. Clair County soil. As we plan for the
celebration, two years in the future, let us do a bit of research in
order to learn where these old soldiers are buried and some facts
about their lives. We shall need help, so if you have a Revolutionary
War veteran anceslor whose grave is within the county, please
notify the OBSERVER.

Today's story will be the first of the series.

Jacob Nathaniel Green and his wife, Fanny Acre Green, made
the hazardous journey from York Counly, South Carolina, to St.
Clair Counly, Alabama, in the early 1820's. At thal time Jacob
Green was fifty-three years old and a veteran of the American
Revolution, having fought at an early age with South Carolina
{roops.

By foliowing an old Indian trail which had been somewhat
widened lo lake care of incoming traffic — ox wagons, mule teams,
a stage coach — the Greens found a beautiful grove of oaks and
chestnuts. Near at hand was a spring of wonderfully coof freestone
water. Here the lurge caravan of children, children-inlaw,
grandchildren, and slaves made camp.
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This house was built by Jacob Green in 1832 at Greensport and

occupled by the Green fam when the waters of H. Neely

i
Henry Lake covered the area and the house was demolished. At

Revolutionary

Continued From Page 1
son of Jacob.

In 1964, the house which was the very quiddity of southern
hospitality was sacrificed to progress and today the waters of H.
Henry Neely Lake completely cover the land that was once
Greensport.

Greensport was ever an exciting place to live, from the early
days when the ferry — 2 huge log raft powered by heavy oars which
were manned by slaves — to the year 1845, when the first steam
boat went side-wheeling up the river to Rome, Georgla. This first

Neely Henry Covered Old G

f—

reen House

that time it was the home of Mrs. Mattie Lee Green, widow of the
late Pete Green. The house faced the river and in flood times, the
water often came up to the steps — never any higher.

War Tribute

boat was built in Cincinnati, sent down the Ohic River, then on the
Mississippi Lo New Orleans, through the Guif te Mobile, and up the
Alabama-Coosa to Wetumpka.

On account of the ‘‘shoals” or wnarrows” between Wetumpka
and Greensport, the boat had to be dismantled, loaded on ox
wagons, and hauled over treacherous roads to Greensport. It was
then painstakingly reassembled and, with the letters “+USM Coosa”
painted on its starboard, it made its maiden voyage to Rome.

With the advent of the steamboat, Greensport had a post office,
with Champ Lankford as the postmaster. The “USM Coosa”
ushered in a new era, and soon there were many and larger boats
plying the river, all loaded with cotton, farm products, and
passengers. The Greens soon built other homes and they built huge
warehouses to take care of the freight. Then-came the locks. The
Federal Government's goal was to open the Coosa for commerce
from Rome to the Gulf. This plan never came to fruition but
(reensport was a lively place during the lock-building days. Three
were completed before the project was abandoned.

The Jacob Green family and Greensport were Synonymous With
members of each generation marrying and establishing their own
homes, there were soon family connections throughout the state.
The Revolutionary War veteran and his wife are buried at the
Hopewell Cemetery on the Ashville-Gadsden road. The 1and for this
cemetery was deeded in the early days by Jacob Green for that
purpose. In August of 1937, the Roanoke DAR Chapter of Lumpkin,
Georgia,, and the Christopher Gadsden DAR Chapter of Gadsden,
Alabama, after an appropriate ceremony, placed a beautiful
marker at the grave of Jacob Green.

raentickinnary
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BY MRS. VIVIAN QUALLS

St. Clair Counly cilizen's increasing interest in
preservation of places and incidents of historical value is
evidenced by the work of the St. Clair Historical Society in
restoring the Looney house; inthe restoration of Truss
Cemelery; in dreams of obtaining and preserving the Pell
Cily depot: in the erecling ol the historical marker al
Cropwell: by the listing of the Inzer home in the National
Register of Historic Places; in the gracious reception of
Mattie Lou Crow's History of St. Clatr Co. and by the
hopeful anlicipation of my revised .edition of History of
Steele area which is soon to come off the press.

Furthermore, private individuals are undertaking
projects, A descendant of Captain Edward Beason, &
Revolutionary War veteran, recently erected an extensive
chain link fence to enclose Beason's Union United
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Beason erecled an impressive monument to his memery
at Union,

Captain Beason fought with General Andrew Jackson
and the Tennessee Volunteers in the War of 1812, He must
have been favorably impressed with St. Clair County for
after he war, he, and his second wife, Ann Pennington

. and twelve-year-old son; Curtis Grufl, Sr., seltled near
_ Ashville in 1814, 8t. Clair County Beasons descended {rom

Captain Edward. Theyspelltheir name BE A § O N while
his earlier children and other members of the family spell
their name “‘Beeson."

Caplain Beason's son, Curlis Grubb Sr. was an in.
fluential man in this area of the stale. He was Tax
Collector of St. Clair and Blount Countles, 1844-1845, He
was slate senator and -a delegaie to Alabama - Con-
stitutional Convention in 1865. He owned and operated the
Beason Trading Post and State Coach Inn which was
localed in Ashville where the Farmer's Exchange 18 today.

His antebellum home, built some years before the Civil

Methodist Church, the thurch grounds and the lery
oa Steele, Route one where Captain Beason and six
generations of Beasons are buried.

The donors of this gracious gift are Mr, and Mrs. Ed-
ward E. Beason of BirminghsHt, (Mrs. Beason, the for-
mer Alma Kirby. is the daughter of Stewart Kirby, a
former St. Clair Countian, whose family is prominent in
medical, educational, religious and civic areas of the
state). The gift was presented in memory of Edward E,
Beason's parents who are buried at Union. They were
Edward Brown Beason and Delia Early Beason, alsc a
descendant of a prominent St. Clair Counly family.

Captain Edward C. Beason, borp in North Carolina,
served in the Revolution in Infantry, Captain David
Brown's Company, Colonel Thomas Dugen’s North
Carolina Regiment; was married lhree limes and had
three children by each wife.

He was buried in Carllon Cemetery,. Etowah Counly, in
1837, About 1920 his grave was moved to Beason's Union
Cemetery, St. Clair County by the Daughter's of
American Revolution, who also placed a monument o his
grave there.

Int 1872 Mrs. Lucille Ford Moore a descendant of Caplain

War is located about one mile from Unton Cemetery and is
occupied by the Joseph Francis Fountain family.
Curlis G, Beason, Sr. was the father of eleven children,
eight of whom owned {arms in Beason's Cove. Four sons
fought in the Confederate Army and twn daughters
married doctors, One son William Spruell and wife
Juliann Deerman Beason gave the land for Union Church
and cemetery, whose history dates back years before the
Civil War,
. Descendants of Captain Beason include Gibbs, Beasons,
Statons, R Gramli Buffi ¥
Parllows, Awbreys, Engles, Bowling, Montgomeries,
Swanns, and other. . - -
Regular services are no longer held in the church but
the building, which was erected in the 1920's, still in fair
quilion, {s used for funerals and the Beason family hold
their annual reunion there on the third Sunday In August.
Relatives of Lhe d d keep the tery In good
condition, K .
More about this tamuly and other pioneer lamiies of this
area will be included in my baok which will be available In
the nol-{oo-dislant fulure.
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Alop a hill on the town's
northern boundary stands the
William Dempsey Partiow
Armory. Here a company of
young men meel periodically
for instructions in military
strategy. They are members of
the Company B, 1-152 National
Guard Caplain James Deason's
command whose duty it is to
stand ready in an emergency
that might require the services
of the military. They are
" dedicated soldiers and are well
trained.
Few of these young men are
aware that, underneath the
- armory, there lies the bones of a
man who fought in the war
which gave us our freedom
from England and which made
- our nation—the United Stales of
America—possible. This hill
where the armory is located
was Ashville's first cemetery.
The town was literally carved
out of the wilderness in 1820 for
the purpose of being the county
seat of St. Clair County, which
was created in 1818, Court
Square was the center of the
thirty acres which comprised
the new town and people soon
buill homes and businesses
around the square. The lown
was incorporated in 1822, Until
. 1831, when Ashville's first
church was buill and the land
near the church was set aside
for a cemetery, those who died
. were “laid lo rest’ on Lhe little
hill which the armory now
occupies. Perhaps a dozen
graves were Lhere, but only one
was marked with a stone, When
the armory was built in 1930,
this marked grave—that of a
Joung lawyer by the name of
- Earle—was relocaled in Ash-
ville’s pr {-day tery.

Thomason,” printed in 1945 by
Scribners of “New York and
found in the Genealogical
Section of the New York Public
Library states thal John
Diamond of the Province of
Bute, Scotland, married
Elizabeth Stuart of the House of
Stuart, Scotland, and that
Elizabeth Stuart was & niece of
Queen Anne. Elizabeth Stuart's
name was listed in Burke's
Peerage until she was married
to John Diamond—a com-

moner. The name was
thereafter dropped.
John and Elizabeth

Thomason were he parents of
ten children. Since he was born
in 1734 and her birthdate was
1739, they were well advanced
in age when they came lo
Alabama. Their fourth son,
James Thomason, served as St.
Clair's first county judge. He
was appointed to this office by
Governor Bibb when the county
was organized, lo serve until an
election could be held, He was
judge for one year, when John
Ash was elected to the office,
His appointment brought Lhe
Thomasons to Ashville, as it
was then necessary that the
county judge (later designated
as Probate Judge) reside al the
county seat.

James Thomason's son, John
Isham Thomason, was elected
{o Lhe office of county judge in
1848. In 1887, James Thomason
Greene, whose mother was
Elizabeth, the daughter of
James and the sister of John
Isham, held the office of
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people and there are many
interesting legends found
recorded in their family history.
It was Francis Marion
‘Themason, son of Arnold and
grandson of John R. D., who
developed St. Clair Springs into
one of Alabama's leading
resorts during the last century.
Francis Marion's wife was
Evalina Cornelia Hall, and the
first pos{ office al the Springs
was named Cornelia for their
little daughter who bore her
mother's name.

One of John R. Duett's great
grandsons, Gardner Greene
{son of Judge James Greenc
and Margaret Ashlsy Greene)
was killed in the First World
War during the Saint Mihiel
offensive, September 12, 1918.
Hig military rank was that of
Major and he was awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross
before his death.

Some years ago a bronze
marker was placed on the wall
of the Nalional Guard Armory
at Ashville by Mrs. J. L.
Crockett (Marie Greene) to

mark the graves of her an-

cestors. This plaque was
deciated on June 16, 1868, wilh
Mrs. Howard Hill, member of
Broken Arrow Chapier D A R,
presiding. Mrs. Hill was
assisted by Mrs. Willis Hodges,
the prayer of dedication was
offered by the Rev. Leonard
Franklin, and Mrs. Terry
Stewar! sang: “Faith of Qur
Fathers.” The plaque bears the
following inscription:

Probate Judge, thus b Elizabeth Di d Thomasen
the third descendant of John 1739-1829

and Elizabeth  Diamond 1th. Generatlon from Mary,
Th to hold that office. Queen of Scols M.

‘The descendants of the others
buried there asked thal the
graves not be disturbed.

And so, underneath the
building where today's young
soldiers learn the lessons of
modern warfare lies John R.
Duett Thomason, who was born
in 1734 and died in 1825, This
man was a soldier in the

. Revolutionary War and held a
commission in a Carolina
Regiment, He was wounded in
the battle of King's Mountain.
After the war he emigrated
from North to South Carolina,
on 1o Georgia, and laler (o
Alabama, He came inlo many
acres of land in St. Clair County
in a land loltery open to men
with Revolutionary Service.
The land was near the town of
Springville and al St. Clair
Springs.

By the side of John R. Duett
Themason is the last resling
place of his wile, Elizabeth
Stuart Diamond Thomason. A

Elizabeth Thomason
Greene's  husband, John
Greene, was born in Ireland and
came early to St. Clair County.
It was he who built the old inn
which stood flush with the
sidewalk on main street in Ash-
ville. Elizabeth was a dyed-in-
the wool rebel, and during the
dark days following the Civil
War, when Ashville was under
military rule, it is sald that she
upped the Confederate flag on a
fishing pole each morning lo
show her contempi for the
presence of the Federal troops.
And legend says thal she slept
under the flag every night and
declared that Lhis gave her a
feeling of complete safely and
security.

The descendants of John R,
Duett and Elizabeth Diamond
Thomason are loday scattered
throughout the United States.
Many live in Alabama and there
are some in St. Clair County.

John Thomason, Revolutlonary
Soldier
1734-1825

This Is the third of a serles of
articles reletive to
Revoiullonary War veterans
who are burled In 51 Clalr
County.

Information for this article
came Irom Bridgton, Malne;
Houston, Texas; and Hunts-
ville, Alabama.
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Revolutionary Soldier

(Fourth in a series)

MATTIE LOU TEAGUE CROW
{ Bicentennial Chairman,
Broken Arrow DAR)

On the Sunday afternoon of
November 14, 1971, ap-
proximately one hundred
people traveled to the old Ginn
family cemetery which is
located near Wolf Creek two
miles below Eden, a town older
than Pell City and now a suburb
of that city. The people stood
about under the oak and
chinquapen trees waiting for
the ceremony to begin. The
winter sun, clear and bright,
forced its way through the
leaves to form dancing, dappled
patterns on the old moss-
covered grave stones, most of
which bore the Ginn name. For
it was here that the members of
that family had buried their
dead since the year 1840.

The occasion for the
gathering was the unveiling of a
bronze marker placed at the
grave of Jesse Ginn, a veteran
of the American Revolution.
The members of the Broken
Arrow Chapter, D.A.R. were
responsible for having the
marker placed at the grave and
they were there to present a
beautiful and touching

dedicatory ceremony. Mrs.
Harris Blackmon, chapter
regent, presided. The members
of the Pell City High School
band, dressed in their colorful
uniforms, began the program
with a medley of patriotic
music. After the salute to the
{lag, Mr. Paul Turner
welcomed the visitors. Mrs.
Blackmon then recognized the
State Regent, Mrs. John Blevins
Privett, who spoke briefly. The

highlight of the program was -

the life history of Jesse Ginn,
given by the Reverend John
Drawhorn.

Jesse Ginn came to America
from England where he was
born in 1760. He first made his
home in Virginia and entered
the military service there.
Legendary stories relate that he
was first a drummer boy, later
served as a sergeant from the
Colony of Georgia, was under
General Francis Marion for a
period of time, and fought in the
Battle of King’s Mountain., It
has been verified that he was in
the service of his country
throughout the entire conflict. A
relic of his service which has
been handed down in his family
for generations is an old blue
military surcoat (an outer coat
worn over armor) which is now
in the Montgomery Museum of
Fine arts, Montgomery,
Alabama. This coat is hand-
made and is of beautiful
broadeloth.

After the prayer of
dedication, the marker was
unveiled by two Pell City
Brownies, Ena Elaine Scoggin
and Teresa Diane Graham.
Others participating in- the
ceremony were Mrs. Julia
Lewis, Miss Betty Scott, and
Mrs. Howard Hill, all members
of the Broken Arrow Chapter,
D.AR.

As the shadows lengthened,
the silence of the forest was
broken by the sounding of taps.
The many descendants, the
relatives and the friends who
had gathered to honor a man for
his service in our country’s fight
for freedom silently left the
little cemetery.

Jesse Ginn was twice
married. He and his first wife
were the parents of nine
children. After her death, he
was married to Tabitha Brewer
in 1824, and they made their
home in South Carolina, later
moving to Tennessee. Tradition
says that, in 1836, he divided his
property among the children of
his first wife — keeping a child's
portion for himself — and he
and Tabitha migrated to
Alabama. They settled on Wolf

ts 36 Davs Everv |

Creek in St. Clair County. To
them were born nine children.

Without a doubt descendants
of Jesse Ginn have seen service
in every war in which our
country has been involved. At
the time of marking his grave,
more than one of these
descendants were fighting in
Vietnam. There is no way of
knowing how many ancestors of
this man were soldiers for a
cause in the old country and in
ancient times. Only God knows
the number who will fight in
future wars.

As we approach our country’s
bicentenial celebration,surely
we should do so with a prayer in
our hearts that the prophecy of
Tennyson, the English poet, will
come true in its entirety and
that battle-flags the world over
will be permanently furled.

For I dipt into the future, far
as human eye could see,

Saw the visions of the world,
and all the wonders that would

Saw the heavens fill with
commerce, argosies of magic
sails,

Pilots of the purple twilight,
dropping down with costly
bales;

Heard the heavens fill with
shouting, and there rained a
ghastly dew

From the nations’' airy
navies, grappling in the central

For along the world-wide
whisper of the south-wind
rushing warm,

With the standards of the
peoples plunging through the
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thunder-storms;

Till the war-drum throbbed no
longer, and the battle-flags
were furled

In the Parliament of Man, the
Federation of the World,

There the common sense of

most shall hold a fretful realm
in awe,
And the kindly earth shall
slumber, lapt in universal law.
—From Locksiey Hall,
written by Alfred Tennyson in
1842,
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Noel Battles,
A Freedom Fighter

BY MATTIE LOU TEAGUE CROW
Bicentennial Chairman
Broken Arrow Chapter DAR

Plans have been in the making since 1974 for the
celebration of our country's Bicentennial. This is well and
good as the siruggle for freedom began years before that,
memorable day, July 4, 1776, when the final Jdraft of the
Declaration of Independence was adopted.

At the onset of the conflict the Colonists had no thought of
declaring their independence from the Mother Country. They
simply were desirious of setting right the wrongs visited on
them — British subjects — by the British government.

Abigail Adams wrote to her English friend, Catharine
Macauly, in 1771: “‘Should | attempt to describe to you the
complicated miseries and distresses brought upon us by the
late inhumane acts of the British Parliament, my pen would
fail me.”

As early as 1770, in North Carolina, an organization calling
themselves the “‘Regulators’ was formed to resist the ex.
tortion and oppression practiced by the officers of the King’s
government. Settlers in Anscn, Orange, and Granville
Counties had long carried on a struggle against corrupt of-
ficials who deprived them of their land and charged them
excessive fees. A battle was fought between the Regulators
and the King's militia at Alamance River, which ended in
defeat, for the Regulators. They were branded Outlaws and
{rnany of them were hunted down and hanged by Governor

ryon.

During this period in our history, life in America became
tense. Times were in a turmoil. Whigs and Tories, who had
previously been close friends, became bitter enemies. In
some communities the Whigs continued to suffer indignities
at the hands of the Royalists, while in others the Tories were
literally “tarred and feathered.” The Bo:'ton Massacrc and
the Boston Tea Party are dramatic examples of events.
which led to our nation’s birth. Then came Lexinglon and the
Revolutionary War had begun.

During 1974, The Observer printed stories of four
Revolutionary War veterans whose graves are in the
boundaries of St. Clair County. They were Jacob Green, John
Thomason, Jesse Ginn, and Edward Beason. According to
pension records there are sixteen others who applied and
received pensions while living in the county. Some are buried
here, while some moved away to live with their children. One
who was buried in this county was Noel Battles, whose story
follows.

From the book, Gone to Georgia, by William Stewart, we
learn that the Battles family settled in Tidewater Virginia
about 1647. In 1776, Noel Battles was living in Albemarle
County, fourteen miles from Charlottesville, when he
enlisted in Captain Clough Shelton’s Company which saw
service under Colonels Edward Stevens, John Green, and

Samuel Cabell, respectively.

After the war, Noel Battles married and moved to Georgia,
and from there he migrated to St. Clair County, Alabama..
Courthouse records at Ashville show that he made ap-
plication for a pension for his war service on November 7,
1832, His (oral) will also is recorded, dated September 26,
1836, in which he names his wife, Rhoda, and which was
witnessed by Elizabeth and Nelson Battles. Land mentioned
in the will included acreage purchased from David Sibert in
1835.

Noel Battles’ wife, Rhoda, was a member of old Shiloh
Baptist Church and, although the graves are unmarked, it is
legend that Noel and Rhoda are buried in old Shiloh
Cemetery. This church and cemetery were originally within
St. Clair County. When Etowah County was created in 1866,
the county line placed Shiloh about a quarter of a mile across
the line within the new county.

in the Southern Room of Birmingham Public Library there
is on microfilm Noel Battles’ personal account of his three
years' service in the American Revolution. The writing is old
Spencerian, badly faded, and difficult to read. By careful
perusal with the aid of a magnifying glass, I was rewarded
with this exciting account.

Noel Batties fought in the Battle of Trenton and stated that
the battle was brief{ and bloody. The enemy was soon over-
come as many of them were drunk after the long Christmas
celebration. On January 2, the Americans left their camp
fires burning brightly at Trenton and slipped away for a .
surprise raid on Princeton. Later the Battle of Brandywine
Creek was a painful experience as they were badly beaten by
General Howe's men. Seven hundred were killed or taken
prisoner and Noel received a flesh wound in his right arm. He
fought under General Green at Germantown and remem-
bered that they became lost in a heavy fog. American forces
fired on each other in the confusion. He was wounded in the
knee by a musket ball in this foray. They wintered at Valley
Forge.

Battles recalled the terrific heat when the Battle of Mon-
mouth occured in June of 1777, He was slightly wounded when
a sharp piece of wood passed through his left arm at Stony
Point in 1779, He described an experience that occured in this
battle in the following statement:

““Colonel Fleury undertook to cut down the flagstaff with
his sword. I stepped in and cut down the flag and gave it to
Colonel Fleury.”

Noel Batlles served three years in the Revolutionary War,
and those years were packed with danger and excitement. He
was allowed pension on his application which was executed
on November 7, 1832, at which time he was 78 years old and
resided at “Chandier’s Beat’ in St. Clair County.
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I’ Jacob Buzbee of Ashville -

One Of Marion’s Men

BY MATTIE LOU TEAGUE
CROW
BICENTENNIAL CHAIRMAN
BROKEN ARROW CHAPTER,
DAR

Two and a half centuries after Columbus had stumbled
upon the New World, colonial life had acquired:a distinct
pattern. Events which occurred during the first half of the
18th century Bave a preview of the emerging American
Story. The years from 1700 to 1750 were packed with ex-
cilement and with a maturing community spirit.

The efforts of the English to force upon their subjects
acceptance of the teachings of the Church of England and
their unfair tax laws proved to be a powerful colonizing force
among the people. The colonies began actively seeking
religious and political freedom. This seeking would soon be
described as man's “inalienable right to life, liberiy, and the
pursuit of happiness.’ ’

The American Revolution, which came in the last half of
the century was the product of powerful forces rooted in the
colonial past. The work of Washington, Jefferson, Adams,
Paine, and many other “aposties of freedom" led to the
Declaration of Independence. Thousands of unsung, ordinary
run-ofthe-mill citizens united in winning that independence
from the most powerful empire in the world at that time,

This series of articles-this is the sixth-is about such com-
mon men-especially these men who came to make their
hemes in the wilderness county of St. Clair in the new state of
Alabama. These men applied for and were granted pensions
while living in this county. Today's stery is about Jacob
Buzbee.-

Jacob Buzbee was born in 1762 in Orangeburg District of
Sour arolina. He came with his wife, Jane, and their four
sons to live in St. Clair County in 1820, He entered land on
Canoe Creek near Ashville. His sons married here--William
to Elizabeth Rey in 1821, Joshua to Susan Moore in 1829,
Jaceb, Jr., to Lurena Aliman in 1831, and Jerimiah to Alla T,
A. Elliott in 1833. These marriages are recorded at Ashville
court house, He applied for a government pension on January
20, 1834, and his request was granted: $66.33 per annum.

From micro-filmed records slored at Birmingham Public
Library comes the first-person account of Jacob Buzbee’s
nineteen months service during the Revolutionary War. The
account begins with---

“Between the age of fourteen and fifteen | was tending
stock for my father on the headwaters of the Ediste River in
the District of Orangeburg of South Carolina, when 1 was
made a prisoner of one Kit Neeley, a Tory major and
detained as such for the space of three weeks...”

He further stated that the Tory camp of Kil Neeley had an
epidemic of smallpox and, with so many sick, he was able to
make his escape undetected. He walked many days, without
food and sleeping on the ground. By the time he reached a
house he was very ill and knew that he had smallpox. His call
of hello™ brought a lady to the door, and he told her, first,
that he feared he had the dread disease and warned her not to
come near him. He then explained his predicament, saying
that he was only fifteen and did not know what to do.

After giving the matter thought, the lady told him she
would place water and provisions, bedding and dry clothing
in a shed near her house. When he was safely inside she
would go for heip. He knew then that she was a Whig sym-
pathizer. Many hours later she returned with a man who
called to him, saying that he was William Watson, a captain
in the Whig militia. Captain Watson promised to keep a
scouting party near the place until Jacob Buzbee was
recovered.

As soon as he was well, the young boy joined Captain
Watson's company as a volunteer soldier and was soon under
fire for the first time in a skirmish against the Tories.
Although the wars were not the same, the boy’s description of
this experience might have come from Stephen Crane’s book,
The Red Badge of Courage.

From Watson’s company he was transferred to that of
Captain Taylor and he saw Taylor killed in a skirmish at
Gregg's Ford on Broad River. He was next under Captain
Jacob Frazier and later with Captain James Turner. His
company defeated a parcel of British calvary commanded by
one Campbell at Goose Creek. He was active in another
confrontation on Goose Creek against a Tory commander
named William Cunningham, where there was great loss of
life. He recalled one action against the Tories between Broad
and Little Rivers. '

His company followed an enemy party to the Blue Ridge
but never came up to them. The only battle of note in which
Buzbee participated was that of Eutaw Springs. During his
entire service, when he was being shifted from one to another
company, he was under the direct command of General
Francis Marion. History tells us that Marion's troops were
poorly equipped and insufficiently fed, but that they played a
very important role in the war. They made communication
impossible for the British posts in the Carolinas. They took
many prisoners and often came to the aid of troops who were
surrounded by the enemy. British Colonel Tarleton, who was
ordered to Take Marion, said that it was impossible to catch
the old “swamp fox."”

Jacob Buzbee closed his account of his service by stating—

**I'was disabled by my horse dashing me against a tree and
breaking my leg, which caused both it and my thigh to perish
away. As a result of this injury I was compelled to abandon
the service.”

This injury left him with a decided limp for the remainder
of his life, .

Along with Jacob Buzbee's story, there are affidavits
signed by James L. Lewis, who was the first pastor of Ash-
ville Baptist Church; Archibald Sloan, Ashville's first
postmaster; and Polydor Naylor, a young lawyer who
became St. Clair’s third county judge. Each of these men
slated that he was well acquainted with Jacob Buzbee and
knew him to be a man of integrily and that he was known by
all citizens of the community to have been a volunteer soldier
in the Revolutionary War. E

Jacob Buzbee died on August 22, 1839, Soon thereafter his
wife, Jane, applied for and received benefits from his ser-
vice. Though their graves are unmarked, it is believed that
they were buried in Ashville Cemete_ry.
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A Soldier Of The Americ

John Ballenger, A Soldier of the American Revolution

The Bicentennial celebration, marking the 200th an-
niversary of our country, began in March of 1975 and will end
December 31, 1976. This is a time for Americans to review
and reaffirm the principles on which this nation was founded,
for those principles are as valid today as they were Lhen. One
good way toreview the happenings of that trying time of long
ago is to Jearn—first hand—of the part played in the dramatic
story of our nation’s birth by men who later came to make
their homes in St. Clair County.

In today’s article, one such veteran of the Revolutionary
War—John' Ballenger—tells his own story. This story is
recorded on micro-film and stored at Birmingham Public
Library. .

State of Alabama
St. Clair County

Circuit Court
Fall Term, 1832

On the 8th day of November personally appeared in open
court before the Honorable Anderson Crenshaw, presiding
judge of the Circuit Court now sitting, John Ballenger, a
resident of county and state aforesaid, aged about 73 years,
who being first duly shown according to law, doth on his oath
make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit
of the Act of Congress passed June the 7th, 1832.

That he was born in Culpepper, Virginia, in the year 1759,
that he has no record of his age but that his knowledge of
same is traditional. That he. was living when called into
service in the county and state mentioned. That after the
close of the war he removed to the state of South Carolina,
thence to the state of Alabama and the county aforesaid
about eight years since, where he still resides.

Claimant further states that he entered the service of the
United States as a regular enlisted soldier on the 16th of
January, 1777, in the county of Culpepper, Virginia, as
aforesaid. That he attached himself to Captain John
Gillison’s company. That in or about March following, he
marched with said company to Newcastle, within Lhe state of
Delaware, whence himself and a part of the company were
innoculated for the small pox, thence they marched to
headquarters at Middle Brook, New Jersey.

The company lo which this claimant belonged was at-
tached to the regiment which Colonel Edward Stevens
commanded.Shortly after they had thus reached
headquarters, they were marched under Colonel Stevens lo
the state of New York; but had no engagement with the
British who about this time quil the state of New York and
sailed around to the mouth of Elk Creek in the Chesapeak
Bay.

Nothing remarkable occured this year in the regiment to

Wich the claimant belonged. They were marched the en-

ng winler to Valley Forge some twenly miles, perhaps,

n Philadelphia, where they wenl info winter quarlers
the major part of lhe Continenlal Forces.

an the campaign opened the Tollowing spring, Col,

s resigned his commission and the clabmant, siill

“antain Gillikon was atfached o the Gih regiment

can recollect in or about the month of July (note: Battle of
Monmoth fought June 28, 1778).

The claimant was in the battle. It took place as he believes
in the county of Monmoth. Claimant does not recollect that
any distinguished officers fell on either side. The American
forces were led in this battle by General Charles Lee, who
afterwards—this claimant believes—was discharged for
disobeying orders. The American troops the succeeding
winter, being that of 1778-79, went into winter quarters at
Middle Brook, New Jersey. .

The succeeding spring, the claimant was taken from the
regular army and attached to a regiment of light infantry
under General Wayne. An officer by the name of Shelton was
his immediate captain. They made several marches in the
course of the year, but had no engagement with the enemy
worth relating, save that at Stony Point on what was then
called the North—now Hudson—River in the state of New
York which they attempted and succeeded in storming on the
night of the 16th of July, 1779. In this engagement Colonel
Hays was wounded but not mortaily. Also another officer
whose name is forgotten by the claimant.

The claimant has thus given a general but imperfect—but
nevertheless correct—statement of the part he took in’the
Revolutionary conflict, so far as his recollection serves him
right.

In January, 1780, at the city of Philadelphia he received a
written discharge from Colonel Febiger, which made the
term of his service three entire years. Claimant further says
that he has jong since lost or destroyed his discharge, sup-
posing it never could or would avail him anything.

Claimant further avers that he holds no documentary
evidence nor is he acquainted with any living person whose
testimony he could procure who could testify to his service as
a soldier of the Revolution, and lastly that he relinguishes

every claim whatsoever to a pension or annuity except the _ &

present and declares his name is not on the pension roll of any
agency of any state.

his mark (X)
John Ballenger_
Sworn lo and subscribed
the day and year aforesaid
in open court,
J.L. Lewis
Clerk of Circuit Court.
Allached to the record are three affidavils:

(1) One signed by James L. Lewis, clergyman, and
Zacharia Cooper, which states that they are well acquainted
wilh John Ballengger, know him to be about 73 years of age
and that heis an upright honest citizen. They believe thal he
was @ soldier of the American Revelution,

(2) A statement signed by Judge Anderson Crenshaw, to
the effect thal be accepts the testimony given by the claimant
antl recommends that Jehn Ballenger he granted pension.

(note: Judge Anderson Cre
early settler from South Caro
named for him. He rode circuit
the state of Alabama.)

Very little is known about the
came to St. Clair County in &
grande jury in 1826. In 1827 he
Wood 79 acres (two ‘‘forties’
description given in the deed—
Church in Slasham.

The property ison theroad:
the cemetery and which led t
Jester Springs. This, evider
Ballenger family as there isn
other acreage.

It is possible that his graveis
Springs cemetery, which is
bushes, and brambles. It wo
grave, even if there is a mar

John Ballenger was grante:
allowance of $80.
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s L. Lewis, clergyman, and
s that they are well acquainted
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wst cilizen. They believe that he
an Revolution.

Judge Anderson Crenshaw, lo
wlimony given by the claimant
tallenger be granted pension,

(note: Judge Anderson Crenshaw was a distinguished
early settler from South Carolina. Crenshaw County was

named for him. He rode circuit as a judge for many years in
the state of Alabama.}

Very little is known about the family of John Ballenger. He
came to St. Clair County in 1824. He served on the county
grande jury in 1826. In 1827 he purchased from one George
Wood 79 acres (two ‘‘forties”) located—according to the
description given in the deed—back of Gum Springs Baptist
Church in Slasham.

The property ison the road which led past the older part of
the cemetery and which led to a place called, in old days,
Jester Springs. This, evidently, was the home of the

Ballenger {family as there is no record of his having owned
other acreage.

1t is possible that his grave is located in the oid part of Gum
Springs cemetery, which is badly grown up with trees,
bushes, and brambles. It would be difficult to locate the
grave, even if there is a marker.

John Ballenger was granted pension in 1833—an annual
allowance of $80.
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MATTIE LOU TEAGUE CROW
BICENTENNIAL CHAIRMAN
BROKEN ARROW CHAPTER DAR

(Fourth of a Series)

The Battle of Saratoga in the fall of 1777 was a great victory
for the American forces. In fact, it was the turning point of
the war. As a result of this victory the nations of Europe
began to take & new interest in the American Revolution.

England's enemies, France, Spain and Holland, saw their
chance to strike a blow at the mistress of the sea. In a few
months France signed an alliance with America, agreeing to
send men and ships (o the Colonies. England, alarmed by this

" turn of events, offered the Colonies everything they asked for
- except their independence. The Americans chose to goon
fighting, and there were still years of bilter suffering and
bloodshed ahead.

After an unsuccessful attempt to drive the British from
Philadelphia, General Washington took up winter quarters at
Valley Forge, some twentyfour miles northwest of
Philadelphia. .

Valley Forgel A word synonymous with suffering, with
bitter cold, and with death, The army nurabered about 11,000
and atChristmnsﬁmeolmeashlngwuwrvteloCun.grss,
‘"We nave more than 2873 men in camp who are unfit for duty
-because they are barefoot and otherwise naked.” That winter
served (o separate the men from the boys. More than 3,000
died. Many deserted. Only dedi d patriots ined
through this darkest period of the Revolution. The ragged
starving Continental soldiers endured the suffering for they
bad a powerful cause- their freedom. - was at stake, .

Many of these men, who were later citizens of St. Clair
County, stated in their requests for a pension: “We spent the
winter at General Washington's headquarters at Valley

* give him a horae,

Forge.” Today we review the lestimony of Wil
Whitefield - often spelled Whitfield - who made .
plication in May of 1429, saying that he was b
Goochland County, Virginia, in 1751, and entered
tinental army for one year's service on February 16,
said county.
His company commander was Captain Mo ¥
“marched us out to Valley Forge. Our company weg
taken over by Captain Curtis Kendall in the
commanded by Colonel Richard Parker. We f
Valley Forge throughout the remainder of that i
winter.” Whitelield was discharged February 16, 1728
Middlébrook, New Jersey, .

Maost of this old soldier’s testimony, taken before Joi
Taylor, presiding judge of the Circuit Court, fall term i
Ashville, in St. Clair County, had to do with the {act
was destitute; he had no home, no bed, no food, He said]
he had reared twelve children, all of them - except ooy
had recently died - were married, but financially ung

Mr. Whitefield was old and sick, and badly in nd
assistance. He was granted a pension of $96 annuaf]
{estimony was taken by Charles C. P. Farrar, an ear
ville doctor who also served as clerk of the circuit co
1827 until 1831.

Georgia, and from Massachusetts asking for inf oo
relative (o William Whitefield. I have searched ea
deeds, tax and marriage records, and have been i
supply the requested information. Should any persoa'ré
this account have knowledge of this family and of th .
place of William Whitefield, will you please notify %
Clair Observer. &
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The First Shot..

BY MATTIE LOU TEAGUE
CROW
BICENTENNIAL CHAIRMAN
BROKEN ARROW CHAPTER,
DAR

During the spring of 1775, things were heating up between the
“bioody-backs,” as the English loyalists were called, and the
Colonists. It seemed to all concerned that war was just around the
corner. A very tiny spark was all that was needed to set off the
conflict. An order from General Thomas Gage, British Military
Governor of Massachusetts, served as the necessary cafalyst and
on April 19, 1775, the peace was shattered by the “shot heard round
the world.”

Gage was sending 700 troops from his Boston garrison to capture
a supply of gunpowder which the Rebels had stored at Concord
How the news of the General’s troop movement reached the ears
of the local spy ring is uncertain, but—thanks to Henry W.
Longfellow—every school child knows the story of ““The Midnight
Ride of Paul Revere.” The defenders of the arsenal must be
warned, the Minutemen alerted, and John. Hancock and Sam
Adams spirited away to a safe hiding place.

Check your dry history books for the exciting story of the
Minutemen at Lexington Green, at Old North Bridge at Concord,
and the march of the Red Coats back to Boston with Rebel snipers
blasting away from behind {ences and trees.

As dusk fell on April 19, 1775, —200 years ago~—the battle was
over but the war had begun.

Let me tell you the story of one man who was living in St. Clair
County, Alabama, in 1832, and how he (old of the part he played in
that long ago war. This man was Robert Reed (or Reid) and the
personal account of his Revolutionary War service is recorded at
the Birmingham Public Library. The account begins:

“'State of Alabama
(Saint Clair County)

On this thirteenth day of August, one thousand, eight hundred and
thirty-two, personally appeared before John H. Garrett, Esq.,
Judge of the County Court now sitting, Robert Reed, a resident of
aforesaid county and state, age 75 years, who being duly sworn
according to the law, doth on this cath make the following ac-
clamations:”

Now, let us set the stage for this dry and uninteresting bit of
history.

In the year 1832, Ashville was 10 years old (incorporated 1822).
The little village had literally been carved out of the wilderness
and, as the sculptors were untrained in their art, the edges were a
bit rough and uneven. Hosea Holcomb, an early Baptist preacher
who came to Ashville to hold a protracted meeting in the early
1830's, states in his History of the Baptists in Alabama, that Ash-
ville was a notoriously wicked town,

Robert Reed, about whom we are writing, gave his testimony in
the little log court house which stood where Rexall Drug Store is
now located. He gave this testimony before the county judge, John
H. Garrett. A few years later (1836), when Cherokee County was
organized from Indian land and part of the territory first alloted to
St. Clair, Judge Garrett moved to Centre, the county seat of the new
county. He became an influential man in the public affairs of that
county and many of his descendants live there today.

Now, who attended this session of county court “sitting" on the
13th day of August, 18327 We know that the judge and Veteran Reed
were there, for their signatures appear on the documented record.
Also affixed are the signatures of Champ Lankford (county tax
'ollector), John Massey (at that time a member of the state

'gislature), and William Gibson (a Revolutionary officer then

siding in St. Clair County).

These men bore witness that they knew Robert Reed to be an

est and upright citizen. Joshua W. Hooper recorded Reeed's
v as he was the clerk of the-county court. James L. Lewis, a
ist preacher, testified that he believed Mr Reed's story of his
ervice was a true accoiatl. Ralph P. Lowe, an Ashville Justice

of the peace, stated that he had heard the testimony of Robert Reed
and had seen the witnesses sign their affidavits. He stated further,
I, too, in all respects believe that full faith can be given to Reed’s
ocath.”

We know that these eight persons were present on this occasion.
We know, by tradition, that court day brought the country folks to
town, Their horses and oxen were hitched on the town square which
had been set aside for the fine brick courthouse of the future.The
women likely stayed withtheir wagons to sell their butter and eggs,
jams and jeelies which they always brought in. The men, withouta
doubt, crowded into the small courtroom. There could have been a
few Creek and Cherokee Indians mingling with the crowd or
peering inquisitively throughthe open windows.What an audience
Robert Reed had for the telling of his story! It is possible that some
of the spicier parts had to be deleted, but certainly this was the old
soldier’s day!

Robert Reed first entered the army for a five-month period as a
substitute, for which he was well paid. He signed up with the Lin-
colnCounty, North Carolina Militia. In his words he was just a
yougn sprout who thought that he would like to learn about
soldiering. And learn he did—from Osborn Bennetti, his captain.
who made him an orderly sergeant. He was marched from North-
Carolina, through South Carolina and on to the Savannah River to-
young sprout who thought that he would like to learn about
soldering. And learn he did — from Osborn Bennetti, his captain,

Their General was Rutherford who believed that a happy soldier
was a fighting soldier. To Reed's surprise he came through the five
months and numerous skirmishes with the enemy all in one piece.
He received his discharge, which he destroyed or lost,thinking that
it could never be an advantage to him,

Very soon thereafter, he began to feel restless and a bit useless,
so he volunteered for another three months of soldiering. This time
he was sent to Charleston, Soutk Carolina, just before the British
took the city. Someone relieved him when his three months endert
and he learned later that that person was taken prisoner by the
enemy the very next day after Robert Reed got his second
discharge, which he lost or destroyed.

He was out of the service briefly but soon re-enlisted—this time in
the infantry and again for a three month period. His Captain was
Robert Holmes and he-got promoted to sergeant. He received his
third discharge—and lost it!

Soon he signed again, this time with a company of horsemen who
were used as scouts among the Tories. They were not attached to
any regiment were pretty much on their own. Their captain,
Francis Cunningham, liked action with a bit of danger and this was
perhaps the liveliest three months of Robert Reed's entire life.
Again he received a discharge. Again he lost it.

His next adventure was a two month period as a horseman
against the Cherokee Indians at the head of the Catawba River in
Burk County, North Carolina.His younger brother, Richard, was
with him during this interval. Captain Cunningham signed his
discharge this time and again said discharge was mislaid.

His next service was for three months as a militiaman under
Charles McDowell. This time he served under Captain Jonathan
Camp as quartermaster sergeant. Part of the time they *“lay” on
Broad River but were generaily on the move after the Tories in the
upper partof North and South Carolina. He saw his captain killed in
a skirmish near the headwaters of the Pacolet River. He was given
a discharge, but no volunteer came to relieve him and he remained
another three months.

By this time Robert Reed thought that he had learned a little
about soldiering, so he enlisted for the duration as a substitute for
one Richard Perkins. This enlistment took place in Burk County,
North Carolina. Mordicae Clark was his captain until *broken’ by
a court martial for taking bribes for letting men go home.

The only real battle that Robert Reed participated 1n was tne
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Battle of Prings Again hjg rother Rnchard Was with pj
This baty) ded ¢ Campajg, South, nd although it was
und eng, gement, the ntin S were left in
POssession of the fie]q The war cont nued for Ny monthg andth
story of t ended ;g Worth the re. ing, Provisiona) treaty Wwas
Signed 4 April 1 1783~exact1y t yearg after the Battle of
Lexingto —~(renerg) George Washington declareq the conflict
ended,

Robert Reed slated~.’or the Jagt tirne~that he wag given
discharge. He wag g the Forkg of the yg in Co
North Carolina, and remembered that the di arge wag signed by
Lieutenant Franejg Locke of Saljsburg. N.c, but ke had pot a

emote ides What he gig With it. He said thap there y, S 00 one i, St.
Clajr County Who coulg tesufy to his war Serviee Trother
%lchardhad ta state, tf] rolina g5 ¢ the seryiee
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constant g Nfusion OITy. B Robert d ¢ 0
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warfare »
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OWned Jang in St Clair County has yet been found, Researcp is stil]
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BY MATTIE LOU TEAGUE CROW
Blcentennial Chairman
Broken Arrow Chapter DAR
The American Revolutionary War is ONE war which
has stayed WON! America is still a (ree and in-
t nationi The story of the American
Revolution is still vital and inspiring and always new,
and the men and women ‘who lived it are still our
herces. In a way, this war was primarily a civil war,
for it was fought by Englishmen, who lived in América,
to maintain their rights which were -granted to
Englishmen by the Magna Charta.
George 111 was not an Englishmen; his only English
blood came {rom a Stuart grandmother six generations
back. Otherwise his ancestry was German. His ideas of

government were mid-European, and many of his -

English ministers and generals were shocked by his
views, But in those.days the throne was sacred and the
almost unquestioned prerogative of kings to rule as
they saw fit was accepted as right.

To begin with, the Colonists were determined to keep
their rights as Englishmen-oyal to the Mother
Country. They wanted desperately to believe that the
Throne would see reason. The First Continental
Congress, which met in Philadelphia in 1774, respect-
fully petitioned King George to undo the wrong that
Parllament had done and sbolish all the objectionable
laws made since 1763,

XA KK KKK KKK

Then, to put some feeth into their requesi, the
Congress-ngreed that the Colonles would buy ne goods
from England and send no goods to England untli thelr
request was granted. The King replied furiously that
e considered the New England governments In a state
of rebellion and that “blows must now declde whelher
threy are to be subject to England or Independent.” So it
was really George 131 himself who first used that awful
word-independent.

The fighting with words was over; the fighting with
arms was about to begin, Men prepared lo fight at a
minute’s notice-thus the Minute Men. Each colony had
for Its defense a military outflt, similar to present-day
Natlonal Guard, which they called the Militia. There
followed Lexington and Concord, the Battle of Bunker
Hil, and the Second Continental ?ongrsn. o

Archibald Meharg Of Ashville
Was Among Freedom Fighters

".John Adams, who surely had expected something of

this kind, came Lo his feet lo second the motion.

And then, what a time they had! The first day of July,
was sel as a dead-line for a final vote on the resolution
and in the meantime a committee was appointed to
draw up a declaration to be sent Lo the King should the
resolution be adopted. Thomas Jefferson, age 33, was
the man to do the writing. The June weather was hot
and muggy, lhe delegates perspired copiously. When
the windows were opened they suffered {rom a plague
of flying insects {rom a nearby stable. There was
much heated debate; so much in fact that it was the
fourth day of July before the final vote on the resolution
was taken. A

At 2 o'clock on this day the final decision was an-
nounced. It was followed by & deep sllence throughout
the bly. This was & solemn and xwiul moment

Here the idea of pl p a

. prevailing sentiment, Some men-among them Ben-

jamin Franklin, Samuel Adams, Patrick Henry, and
Thomas Paine-had long decided that political in-
dependence was the only cure for the evils under which
the Colonies groaned. But it was Richard Heary Lee
who, on the 7th of June, 1778, arose in Congress and
read aloud the resolution:.

" *“These United Colonies are, and of right ought tobe,

" free .and independent states; and ‘all “political con-

nections between us and the State of Great Britain is,
and ought Lo be, totally dissolved.”
‘ R

2
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arrips N

for the Colonists. Thousands of anxious citizens had
gathered in the streets of Philadelphia, awaiting the
news. The old beliman in the steeple had placed a small
boy at the door below to glve him the signal when the
announcement was made, As, throughout the day, hour
after hour went by the ofd mun shook his head and said,
“They will never do It!" Suddenly the small boy
clapped his hands and shouted, “Ring, ring! Ring for
Hberty!"

Contlnued On Page 3
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ish Colonies in America ceased to
tes of America was born!
he bitter struggle for viclory must
October 19, 1781 the Brilish {urled
dered to General Washinglon.
ars after surrender-June 5, 1832-the
‘Uniled States passed an act which
i wsion Lo be paid to every person who
2 ﬁxelﬂ open court and prove his service in
[P0 o conflict. Most of these soldiers were
! je, many of them in need of assistance.
ﬁn“”"’"‘ day of January, 1633, there ap-
#% judge John H. Garrelt, Judge of the
of 5t. Clair County, Archibald McHarg
Mcharg) who applied for a pension.
. g stated that he was a resident of
fwaty-odd—he did not remember the
§is birth. He declared that he entered
ol the United States as 2 volunteer
May, 1781, ia Lawrence County, South

o
’hmums of his officers and said that part
- ~ie was directly under General Greene.

E o ot of the time his company was a com-
and horsemen. Their duties were
g the frontiers, dispersing bands of outlaw
L “enl keeping a close walch on the marauding
. They were constantly on the move
tours which lasted from six to eight weeks.
Meharg had no discharge or other paper
service. Hé told the court that part of his
was dooe in the company of his father, whom
Yilled during their last tour. James L. Lewis,

st préacher, vouched for Mr. Meharg's honesty,
i e bad known the old man for many years.
W C. P. Farrar, an Ashville physician,
widee vath that he remerbered his father and
31 Meharg having long conversations relative
epeciences while fighting in the Revolutionary
fhey had been neighbors back in South Carolina.
peg signing affidavits as to Archibald Meharg's
iy'sod integrity were John Massey, Archibald
Peylon Rowan, and Joshua W. Hooper. These
satements were accepted as proof of his
service snd he was granted an annual pension

b Meharg was married to Temperence
nydle on August 23, 1823, It is not known if
peviously been married. Temperence was
i bis pension allowance at his death in 1840. Ash-
y and those in swrounding communities
searched for the grave of this old seldier and
has as yet been found. Court house records
bat property belonging to this family was sold to
i Oidham. This property is located near
; deko:xcshtlu;);;ls&. Aéha the time of sale the
i Meharg were living i

Qunty, 4 ing in
“jlly 4ih, as we begin the celebration of our
Bicentennlal, we should pause to give thanks
pdald Mcharg and thousands like him who
paltalthully the cause of American freedom. On
Il every household proudly display the Stars
and-at the stroke of 2-let every town and
Fuarch bell “Ring, ring! Ring for liberty!* And
Fry true American citizen breathe a prayer that
prevail during the next two hundred years-
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