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CREEX INDIANS

%hen the early settlers came o this country and began settling in
this territory, they found the Creek Indians dwelling in this region,
Characteristics of this notable trige are interesting.

The Creek Indians are the most important in our history and played a
prominent part in American History. They are also known as the kuscogee
(2askoke) but they could not fully explain Jjust where they zot the name ,
perhaps from other tribes., The Cherokees call them Agusca, and the English
named probably originated from the greatl number of creeks in this section,
The dwellers on the Coosa River were called the "Upper Creeks®,

It 1s not known just what proportion of Indians in this section were
pure Creeks, as several tribes were bound to the Confederacy by political
ties only., This is known from the fact that the Nachez (Waktehe) Indians,
driven from their own country on the ississippi got a new home on the
Upper Coosa,

The warriors were womewhat taller than the white man, well formed,
erect and graceful, They were proud and ambitious of conquest and fond
of arms, &

The women were small, but many had pleasant features and expressive
eyes, Both sexes adorned themselves with trinkets and ornaments, Rar
rings were worn and the warriors had his head bedecked with feathers
of birds, Their clothing was ccanty until the trader came, then they
bought the most brilliant colored garmenis, They painted their faces,
sometimes puncturing their arms and then rubbing in dye, made from
dripping of pine roots,

They did not live very sjuch in rural sections, “hen not in war, or
hunting, they spent most of their time in the towns or villages,

The houses were rude cabins of wood and clay. They were arranged in
groups of kin folks belonging to the same ¢lan or gens, They were very
particular that every member of a gen lived in their own section., Zach
gen was known by a name of a natural product or animal, as 3Bear gen,

Hickory Nut geg, ete, The town varied in population according to ithe
number of gens,’

Each town had a small publie square, This being one difference
between it and a village. The Square was enclosed by four houses, or
sheds, which opened upon it. Zach house had three compartments and in
each compariment were three benches or platforms covered with matiing,
this was the head men and warriors of the tribes lounging place and
smoking room, They sat in this building according to rank. Near the
Square was a pyramid, or cone shaped hut called the council house,

The public playground was near the square,

Their head man was Xnown as "Mik8, He was chosen from one of their
gens and DY no means was his authority absolute. He wasg chairman of all
things. They were careful to let kim and the older men state their
opinions and consider them carefully, The successor was usually zhosen
the next of kin om the mother's side,



LITAFAUCHEE a village on Coosa Creek in the Northern part of the Creek
Territory. The name is said to refer to the manufacture of arrows, It is
perhaps the most notable in the county's history, as Colonel Dyer destroy=-
ed the town, killing several Indian warriors in 1813, It was a trading
post situated near old Ashville,

OTIPALUS or Ten Islands, in the Coosa River Jjust below the junction of
Canoe Creek from the west, just below the mouth of the Creek and on the
west side of the river, lay Fort Strother whish was also opposite the

influx of the Tallahassihatchi upon which stood two old Creek Villages,

CAHABA RIVER'S SOURCE IN ST, CLAIR COUNTY

The grast Cshaba (Chicasa) river in the treaty of 1765, has its
head waters in this county.

SEQUOY a Cherokee Indian born near Gadsden, in the territory of what was
once a part of St. Clair County and lived there about 50 years before
going to the Indian Territory(now Oklahoma) was the first person to
invent the Indian Alpahbet., He is also the only member of the race to
be honored by having his status placed in the Hall of Fame, Washingyon,
D, C. which was done by his adopted state--OKLAHOMA.

INDIAN LANIS:

The United States Congress in 1912 passed an act clarifying all deeds
made by Indian or Government land grantis,



The Creeks were indolent, hunting and fishing very much of their time.
Agriculture was left to the squaws, Usually they raised corn which was
beaten into grits, They cooked and did most of the other work, however
they were treated with very little affection.

Dancing was one of their amusements, which was held in the council
house, Ball was the Indian's greatest game. Dr. W. G. Brown describes
one of their ball games very interestingly:

*The game of ball is a very extiting one. The warriors of one town
having challenged those of another, a day and place would be appointed.
Large crowds would collect and wagers would be made, for the Indians
were greal gamblers, War-hoops and songs amnnounced the approach of the
warriors, who were to contest, Each player had two rackets or hurls,
shaped like paddles or hoop nets with handles of wood and netting of
raw hides or the tenders of animals, In the center of the field were
fixed two poles in the direction of its town, At the beginning the dall
was thrown in th8 air, and then began the wildest and fiercest of
scrambles, hair was pulled, limbs were frequently broken and sometime
lives were lost, The spectators frantic with excitement, made higher and
higher bets until in some c¢ases they staked the# clothing they had on,
The women running about with goards of water, watched their chance to
supply the players, The game was from twelve to twenty points and some=
times lasted for heours,®

The Creek had many kinds of ceremonies, one Piskita, a feast of
eight days about the time the corn crop matured. It marked the beginn-
ing of the New Year., During this time many strange dances were held,
Many firs were kindled and much "Black Dring® was taken, This was a
drink made from a kind of holly. All crimes wers forgiven except murder,
Funerals were very ceremonious., The longest of these ceremonies was
that of an Indian boy becoming a warrior., He had to undergo many hard-
ships and not before he has won some distinection in a battle could
they receive the title of warrior.

The War Chief was different from the*Mko®, but later it became
the same, The declaration of war on a village was the sending of a"RED
STICk®, A town could declare war at any time, as the bonds which united
the towns of the Confederacy were merely war alliances, A general Council
was held every year. There was a Chief of the whole nation., His power
depended upon the respect ne could maintain from each tribe. Treaties
were made for the tribes but they were hard to enforce, However, the
1guse alliance made them more formidable then otherwise would have been
the case,

As to where the Creeks came from, we have conflicting statements,
Some think they came from Kexico after General Coritez's invasion there,
It was thelr belief, they sprang out of the earth somewhere between the
Alabama and Cahaba River,

INDIAN TOWNS ON THE COOSA RIVER
CMINABY'S FORT In 1813 a friendly Creek Chief named Chminaby had a
k¥ind of Fori{ at Ten Islands, located between Lock 2, upper and and Lock
3, lower end, on the Coosa Ziver known by this name,

KUSCHATCHI was the Creek name for Coosa,
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42 INDIAN PLACE NAMES IN ALABAMA
LOCK ) Mississi
A station, not of Indian origin, on the Seaboard Air Line in Algonquia
St. Clair County. _ The po
An Upper Creek town by the name of Otipalin was situated its adopti
at or near the site of Lock. Otipalin signifies “Ten Islands,” Thf? Ch
from Creek o, ‘‘islands,”” and palin, ‘‘ten.” or “ridged
Memphis,
LOCKCHELOOGE [jlaktS1'tuids1] watercour
A creek in Cleburne County. . New Orle
Lockchelooge Creek. U. S. Geol. Survey, Anniston Quad., Malbanch
1900. ‘ talk in a |
The first'element in this name is Creek lokcha, ‘‘acorn’’; the ; called the
second is possibly Creek lachi, ‘‘branches,” or Creek holochi, \ “water,”
‘bright,”’ “‘glistening.”
“The second element, however, may be Creek Jiko; for the MOBILE

d3-sound in the last syllable of the modern pronunciation of ‘ L A cit
the word may be due to the influence of the spelling. : the head o

in honor o
LUBBUB [llabab] called Twe
A tributary of the Tombigbee in Pickens County. headquart.
Lubbub C. La Tourrette, 1844. present sit
From Choctaw lakba, “warm.” The full name would prob- of the fort
ably be oka lakba, “warm water,” or bok lahba, ‘‘warm creek.” 1732, has
LUXAPALLILA [laksspollaile] renamed !
A creek flowing through Fayette and Lamar Counties, Ala- captu:g{
bama, and uniting with the Tombigbee several miles below surrendere
Columbus, Miss. kinson. O:
Luxapallila or Floating Turtle Cr. Smith, 1891, incorporat:
The name is derived from Choctaw lukss, ‘‘turtle,” ¢, “‘there,”’ 2. A riv
balali, ‘“‘crawls,” and [bok, “‘creek’]. Alabama a
3. Abay
M 4. A cor
MAUVILLA [motlvile] 5. Mobi
A village in Mobile County. Railroad o
Mauvilla. Colton, 1855. 6. Mobi!
This name resembles some of the early Spanish forms for ern Railro:
Mobile. Cf. Mobile, infra. 7. Mobil
MISSISSIPPI SOUND [jmist'siprisaund] of Mobile
That part of the Gulf of Mexico which lies off the coast of ﬁg::%_ﬁ:

Mississippi and Mobile County, Alabama.
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Péchi refers to the passenger pigeon (Ectopistes migratorius
L.), which has been extinct in the United States since Septem-

ber 1, 1914.

PECKERWOOD CREEK

A tributary of Coosa River in the northwestern end of Coosa
County.

Ochoccola Cr. La Tourrette, 1844.

Peckerwood or Ochoccola Cr. Smith, 1891.

The Indian designation of this creek has fallen into disuse.

Ochoccola is a derivative of Creek wiwa or oi-wa, ‘‘water,”
and chékdla, ‘“woodpecker.”

PENNYMOTTLEY [|penr'matli]
A tributary of Hatchet Creek in Coosa County, east of Coosa

River.
Pennymottley Cr. U. S. Geol. Survey, Wetumka Quad., Jan,,

1903.
This name seems to be corrupted from Creek pin, “turkey,”

and imaja, “‘assistant” to a chief. Imaja is 2 common element
in Creek war names. The Creek voiceless }, as in imaja, is some-
times transcribed with #.

PERMITA

A creek flowing into Big Canoe Creek in St. Clair County.
U. S. Geol. Survey, Springville Sheet, 1892.

This is an obscure name, and may not be Indian. Note, how-
ever, its formal resemblance to Creek pumiia, ‘‘to give us.”
It might be analyzed, too, as a derivative of Creek opa, ‘‘owl,”
im, ‘its,”’ and ito, “wood"'—* ‘owl wood.”

HENATCHIE [fiilneti1]
A creek in Pickens and Sumter Counties.
The name signifies ‘‘squirrels are there,” from Choctaw fant,

“squirrels,” and asha, ‘‘are there.”
An earlier spelling is Funacha.

PIL-LOOP. See BIG SWAMP, supra.
PINCHONA [pin't§oms]

1. A creek joining Pintlalla Creek in Montgomery County.
7. A station on the Louisville & Nashville Railroad in Bald-

win, namec
intendent o

Hawkins

The nam
1844, and -
1934.

The firs
“turkey,” .
nitkita, ‘'to
erally abbr

La Tour
erroneous.

PINCHOU

A creek
County.
Pinchoul
This nan
“turkey,” ¢
pin, “‘turke
translation
second, Cr
Creek p1
words.
Creek we
kee waka z

PINTHTE

PINTLAL

A creek,
boundary |
Tatum, i
Hist. Soc.,
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dega County (Upper Creek territory) was formerly known as

Apalachee Gap.— Blackford, 56.
ATANCHILUKA

“A creek tributary to Sucarnoc
R. 3 W., St. Stephens Meridian. From a, ‘there,
and chilluka, ‘shelled’ —the creek where corn was $
Read, AS 13:79. 1935 Sumter County Soil Map.

hee River, in Sec. 14 T. 19 N.,
* tash, ‘corn,’
helled” —

B

BIG SHOALS CREEK
Obsolete alternate name of Choccolocco Creek (see p. 18),

translation of Creek choccolocco. 1838 La Tourette Map; 1878
U.S. Land Office Map of Alabama.
BLACK WARRIOR RIVER
Commonly called The Warrior, although the U.S. Board on
Geographic Names ruled in its decision list of 30 June 1941 that
Black Warrior is the official name. It is a translation of
tuskaloosa, q.v., p- T1. 1878 U.S. Land Office Map of Alabama:
Tuscaloosa or Black Warrior R. See also Rich, 110-12.
BOGUE [bo:g] CREEK
A tributary of the Buttahatchee River in Lamar County. For
Choctaw bok, ‘creek.’ The name is thus pleonastic. 1908 Lamar
County Soil Map; 1967 Lamar County Highway Map.

BOUGE TUGALOO
Obsolete name of a Sumter
nochee River, meaning ‘creek of the forest peop
taw bok and iti okla.— Foscue, 23.
BROKEN ARROW
Read lists Broken Arrow Creek in Russell County, but does not
include three other occurrences of the name which are not trans-
ferred from Russell County: Broken Arrow Creek in St. Clair
ngll_ty and Broken Arrow Shoals in the Coosa River (1838 La
Tourette Map and 1947 USGS Ragland Quadrangle) and Broken
Arrow Creek in northwest Tallapoosa County, rising in Clay
County (1891 USGS Ashland Sheet and 1909 Tallapoosa County
Soil Map). See p. 9 for the origin of Broken Arrow.

County stream, probably the Sucar-
le,” from Choc-
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_TASANA. See PONTA, p. 94.
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analysis is not impossible. Tala designates the dwarf palmetto” —
Read, AS 13:80. 1971 USGS Whitfield Quadrangle.

Shoal in the Coosa River eleven miles east of Ashville, St.
Clair County, site of an Upper Creek village, Otipalin (for oti,
‘islands’ and palin, ‘ten’) and site of Ft. Strother in 1813 (Andrew
Jackson, Correspondence, 6:428). See LOCK, p. 42.
TEOC

1. “A creek entering Sucarmnochee River in Sec. 20, T. 19 N,
R. 3 W, St. Stephens Meridian [in Sumter County]. From
[Choctaw] tiak, ‘pine’”—Read, AS 13:80. 1935 Sumter County
Soil Map. 2. Hamlet six miles south of Emelle, spelled TIOC.
1889 U.S. Land Office Map of Alabama.

TIFALLILI

“A tributary of Bodka Creek [in Sumter County]. From
[Choctaw] iti, ‘tree,’ falaia, ‘tall,” and illi, ‘dead’ —the creek of
the tall dead tree. Here iti is singular; for the plural of falaia
would be hofaloha” —Read, AS 13:80. 1935 Sumter County Soil
Map and 1973 USGS Geiger Quadrangle. The stream rises in
Mississippi. ’
TISHLARKA CREEK

Affluent of the Tombigbee River south of Butler in Choctaw
County. Possibly an Indian name, origin unknown. 1950 Choctaw
County Highway Map; 1978 USGS Butler Quadrangle.

TITI {'tartar] BRANCH, SWAMP

1. Stream in eastern Washington County. 1943 USGS Choctaw
Bluff Quadrangle. 2. Swamp in western Baldwin County. 1974
USGS Point Clear and Daphne quadrangles. 3. Swamp in
southern Dallas County. 1957 USGS Carlowville Quadrangle.
The titi is a flowering shrub or tree common in the Gulf states. Its
name may be a Timucuan Indian relic.

TUBBY

“A creek [in Sumter County] tributary to Sucarnochee River.
From [Choctaw] tabi, ‘killer,” an extremely popular war name
and termination of war names. Cf. [TALLAWAMPA], page
64”—Read, AS 13:80. 1935 Sumter County Soil Map.
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16 PART I

hatchee, about 14 miles from its junction with the Tallapoosa
River, in Coosa County.!® The name of this village means “fish
separated.” Thomas McAdory Owen stated that this village was
the home of Hannah Hale, a white woman who had been cap-
tured by the Indians when she was a child. She later married the
headman of this village, and by him had five children. In 1799, at
the national council of the Creek Nation, an agent was appointed
to watch out for the welfare of this woman and her children.’!

LITTAFUCHEE. An Upper Creek town, Littafuchee was
situated on the south bank of Big Canoe Creek, 8 miles north of
Ashville, in St. Clair County.!°? The name means “making of
arrows.” Very little is known about the history of the town. On
October 29, 1813, Colonel Dyer and his Tennesseans surrounded
and captured this position, taking 29 prisoners and destroying
the town !0

_

MAUBILA (Mabila, Mavila). The site of one of the most excit-
ing encounters in Alabama history, the Battle of Maubila, is un-
known. Although historians and archaeologists have searched
for it for well over a century, Maubila continues to elude them
and remains as mysterious as ever.

Three members of the DeSoto expedition, Rodrigo Ranjel,
the leader’s private secretary, Luys Hernandez de Biedma, the
commissory, and the “Gentleman of Elvas,” a soldier, all kept
diaries or wrote narratives pertaining to the great town and battle
fought there,’** which have been studied by historians. Albert
James Pickett, the antebellum historian, was “satisfied that
Maubila was upon the north bank of the Alabama, and at a place
now called Choctaw Bluff, in the county of Clarke, about twenty-
five miles above the confluence of the Alabama and Tombig-
by.”1% H. S. Halbert, famous for his history of Clarke County
and of the Creek Indian War, placed the site near Forkland in
southern Greene County, which seems unnecessarily far to the
north.**® Peter Hamilton, author of Colonial Mobile, partially
agreed with Pickett, locating Maubila somewhere near the north-
ern boundary of Clarke County.’®” A. B. Moore, in his History
of Alabama, stated that research had determined the site to be in

INDIAN TOWNS ANI
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of Location.—From the earliest times of which we have any record

ry these people seem to have had towns all the way from the Atlantic

00 coast of Georgia and the neighborhood of .Savannah River to central

at Alabama. (See also Florida, Louisiana, Oklshoma, Tennessee,

ne end Texas.)

12, Subdivisions and Villages

de It is difficult to separate major divisions of the Muskogee from towns and

i1~ towns from villages, but there were certsinly several distinct Muskogee tribes at

ia- a very early period. The following subdivisional classification is perhaps as good
N a8 any: N

,'4'Abihka (in St. Clair, Calhoun, and 'Talladega Counties):

wve
er- ™ Abihka-in-the-west, a late branch of Abihka in the western part of the Creek
' ) Nation, Okla.

ate Abihkutei, on Tallassee Hatchee Creek, Talladega County, on the right bank
the 5 miles from Coosa River.

S8 Kan-teati, on or near Chocolocko, or Choccoloceo, Creek and probably not far

from the present ‘“Conchardee.”
Kayomalgi, possibly settled by 8hawnee or Chickasa w, probably near Sylacaugs,
ple Talladegs County.
Lun-ham-ga, location unknown,
1eir Talladega, on Talladega Creek, Talladega County.
Teahki lako, on Choccolocco Creck in Talladega or Calhoun County.

Ef: Atasi: Location (1) on the upper Ocmulgee Piver, (2) on the Chattahoochee,
- (3) on the Tallapooss in Tallapoosa County, (4) on the south side of the Talla-
poosa in Aacon County, and (5) on the north side near Calebee Creek in
lery Elmore County.
Coosa:
e in Abihkutei, a division of Okfuskee, which apparently came into existence after
the the Creeks had removed to Oklahoma.
. Atcinaulga, on the west bank of Tallapoosa River in Randolph Ceunty.
rida Big Tulsa, on the east bank of Tallapoosa River at the mouth of Ufaubee Creek
and in Tallapoosa County.
ame Chatukchufaula, poseibly identical with the last, on Nafape Creek or Tallapoosa
Sout River.
Chuleocwhooatlee, on the left bank of Tallapoosa River, 11 miles below Nuyaka,
in Tallapoosa County.
nen, Holitaiga, on Chattahoochee River in Troup County, Ga.
iable Imukfa, on Emaufaw Creek in Tallapoosa County.
‘Ipisagi, on Sandy Creek in Tallapoosa County.
Kohamutkikatsa, location unknown,
nee Little Tulsa, on the east side of Coosa River, 3 miles above the falls, Elmore
iame County.

Lutcapoga, perbaps near Loachapoka in Lee County, or on the upper Tallapoosa.
scient Nafape, on a creek of the same name flowing into Ufaubee Creek.
Okfuskee, location (1) at the mouth of Hiilabee Creek, (2) at the mouth of
Sand Creek, both in Tellapoosa County.
Okfuskutei, (1) on Chattahoochee Biver in Troup County, Ga.; (2) on the upper
Tellapoosa in Tallapoosa County, Ala.; (3) another town of the name or.an
earlier location of the first somewhere near the lower Tallapoosa.
on of Old Coosa, near the junction of the Coosa and Tallapoosa Rivers.

Bweqely



